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J>ROGEEDINGS •. 

• • 
The Twenty-Ninth Annual Session of the Martin United 
Free Will· Baptist Association .convened with Hamrock 
Springs Church, Donalsonville, Ga., Decatur · County, 
Oct. 22, 1915. · ··. · · . 

• 

Friday mo1.·ning October 22, at 11 o'clock, an Intro· 
ductory Sermon. was preached. by Rev.· A. P. Norris, 
concluded by Rev. J. W. Stevens. Text St. John 10:9. . . 
"I am the door, if any man enter by me, he shall be sav-
ed.'' 

. Closing prayer by Rev~ · E, A. Drake. Benediction 
by Rev. J. C . Eldrige. . · · · 

· Adjourned for dinner to re-convene at 1:30 o'cloc.k, 

-
•• 

' . . 

• 

·FRIDAY P.M.' 
·' ' 

-, .. 
• 

• 
. . ' ' - ~ . ' . . ' 

After being served with an excellent dinner, the as· 
·sociation assembled for busindss·at1:30 o'clock p.m. 

·The association was called to order by th~ moderator. 
. ' ! ' ' • 

:Rev. M. A. Sheffield. After singing; .had prayerled by 
Rev. J. C. Eldrige. Organized permanently by electing 
by ballott Rev. M. A .. Sheffield, Mode1:ator, J. E. 

· Drake, Secretary and Treasurer. . .· . 

> 

·.": 

" . ' 
'\ . 

' 
' 

• 

• 

• 

• 

. . 

Entered into Conference ; Called for letters from the 
various:. churches. ·The following churches with ·their 
_representatives were enrolled: J. W. Drake and .J. D. 
Cleveland· were appointed to read the letters. 

Golden Light: .J. M .. Miller, Willie Lambert, J. W. 
·Drake. .. · 

. . 

.Corinl~h: J. E. Howard, S. D. Miller, J. A. Tyler, E. 
w, King, Lum Gause. · · 
, . Belview: G. W. Carter, J. D. Cleveland A. A. Dunn 

New $alem: C. J. Gilbert, G. W. Chambers) W. C. 
• 

Enfinger, G. W. Loyless. 
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. . Friendship: J. M. Wilson, H. C. White, H. J. Johnwa 
' 

' 

·Springfield: T. · J. Hill, J. W. Noble, 
Pilbrim Home: J. T. Hilburn, Zacklrving. 
New Home: J. C. Roberts. 
Patmos: W. B. Griffin, J.A. Jones. 
Thompson: G, W. Grimes, M. Lovett, Guerry Grimes. 
Baptist Vineyard: John Thorton W. H. Richardson~ 
New Light: WalsonNorris. , 
Pleasant Hill: (Pro:x;y) J. W. Norris. 
Hebrew: (Proxy) H. Sullivant. . 

' 

Mt. Gilmer: Joe Heard, Perry Mills, J. N. Powell, J . 
S. Heard. . . 

Evergreen: J. R. Irving, Stephen Bess, L. B. Lee. 
Mt. Zion: · (2) J. L. Goodman. 
Mt. Zion, (1) C. G. Jordan, John Scott. 

' ' 

Antioch: (Proxy) A. · B. · Ard. · 
• 

Oak G1'ove: --(Proxy)- Geo. Hooks. · 
Mt. Glory: J. S. Johnson, J. B. PllSton .. 

• 

' 

New Lake Hinton: D. Turnage, J. L. Clayton,.L. Nh:. · . 
Bethsaida: not· represented. · 
Hammock Springs: E. B. Lynn, Dan Kelly, Miss Belle 

King, Zack Jones, w. W. Barber. 
· Boykin: Not represeneted. 

Invited visiting brethren to seats with us. 
Called for petitionary letters. Receievd none. 

' . 

·The moderator with the approval of the associatio:1 
appointed the following committees: _ · -· 

. . ' . 
·On Dev9tional Services: E: B. Lynn, Dan Kelly,- .~ 

E. Howard, J. M. Wilson, D. Turnage, Rev. W. A. Drake. . . 

On Sabbath Schools: Rev. L. S. Yates, G. W. Chm-
bless, J. D. Cleveland, C. G. Jo'rdan, J. W; Drake. 

· On Suggestions: Rev. E. A. Drake, J. L. Johnson, 
W. B. Griffin. 

. ~ . . . . . .· 

On Executive: W. H. Drake, J. E. Howard, J. M. \VJ- · 
son, J. J. Dralw,.C. G. Jordan. · 

-2- .. -~ 
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On Temperance: J. lVL Miller, C. J. Gilbert, W. H 
Drake, Rev. C. B.· Long, J. L. Clayton. 

On Finance: J. E. Drake, C. J. Gilbert, W. H. Richard· 
son, John Daniels. · 

On Character of Ministers and State of Churches: 
Willei Lambert, G. C. Jordan, W. B. Griffin .. 

Report of Committee on ·Devotional Services:. . F 
. your Committee· on Devotional submit the following re· 
port: Rev. J. W. Stevens to preach to night; Rev. J 
W. Norris to conclude. ' · · · . . 

Saturday A. >M. 11 o' dock : J. C. Eldrige to preach ; 
Rev. L. R. Beach to conclude. Adjourned at 4 o'clock p. 
m. to meet at 8 :30~ o'clock Saturday a. m .. Oct. 23rd . 

. Closing prayer by Rev. L. S. Yates; Benediction 'by' 
.Rev. J. W. Stevens. Preaching Friday night in acco·· 
ance with the committee's report. The services were cr.­
joyed by all present. 

SATURDAYA. 1\I. OCT. 23. • 

The association was called to order at 8:30 o'clock by 
the moderator singing hymn No. 308 iri Gospel Glory. 
Prayer by Rev . · W. · · H . Holmes ... 

Read minutes of Friday's session, which were approv-
• • 

ed andaccepted by the body. Read Associational Decorum. . . 

·. · Called roll and completed list of ministers and dele-
frates. Called for correspondence from other associatiom 
:>nd received the following: From Midway of Georgia: 

. Rev. Sam Ely, Rev. E. C. Williams. . ... 
· . Their next session to convene with Damascus1 Church, 

Tuesday night before the 1st Sunday in Nov. 1916. 
From State Line of Ala. Rev. J. · I. Hatcher, B. -

• 

B··asweH. Next session to convene with . Rocky Gr0 · ~ 
Chur~h. Greenwood, Fla. Malae R. R. Station, Thursd::cy 
nhht before the 3rd Sunday in Oct. 1916. · 
~ . 

. 3 --
• 

I 
• • 

. , 

• 

' 

' 



I 

I 

' ' 
' ' ' .. . 
• 

• 

' 

.. 

' ' 

• 

' 

' 

' 

From Georgia Union, Rev. W. H. Holmes. Next ses~ 
sion to convene with Bay Springs Church, Eastman, G: · 
Thursday night before the 2nd Sunday in Oct. Plainfield 
nearest R. ·R. Station. · 

From Salem of Florida. Rev. J. C. Eldridge, R. D. 
Ingram, W. L. Ingram, w. L. Myers, P. G. Davis, Rev. 
J. W. Stevens. Next session to convene with Damascus. · · 
Church, Marrianna, Fla. Thursday night before the 1st 
Sunday in Oct. 1916. 

The above correspondents were extended the right 
hand of welcome by the moderator. Appointed the fol-
lowing correspondents: . . 

To Midway of Georgia: C. G. Jordan, W. H. Richad~ 
. son, Rev. L. R. Beach, Rev. E. A. Drake. . . .. 

· To Liberty of Ga.: Rev. C. B. Long. 
To Georgia Union: Rev. L. S. Yates, Rev. E. C .. 

Norris. . · 
To Salem of Fla. Rev, D. R. Braswell, J. L. Johnson, . , 

Rev. M. A. Sheffield, J. T. Hilburn, Rev. W. A. ·Drake. 
' . . . 

·To the Chattachoochee: Rev. L. S. Yates, Rev. E. 
C.)Norris. ThiS. association convenes on Thursday ni!'·1 '~ 
before the 1st Sunday in Oct. 1916 .. Near Ashburn, Ga. 

. -
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

. SUGGESTIONS . . 
We request our churches to be very careful and pray~ 

ei'ful and thoughtful. · 

TEMPERANCE 

We your committee on Temperance beg leave to sub~ 
mit the following: We recommend that each member r" 
our association live a strictly temperance life in all thinr·-~-; 

especially in the habit of drink. We consider it rcr:u__-
-4.-. . 
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' • 

• 

•• • 

. . . ' -

nant to the word of God arid dttngerous to our liberty.· We 
.. recommend further that we refrain from jesting and· 

\ ' . . 
joking, There should be no guile iil our mouths. If any 
are guilty, we recommend that they be broughtto account 

. ' . . 

for such conduct before their. respective churches: . 
W. H: DRAKE, Chairman. 

- - . . . .. . . 
' 

SABBATH SCHOOLS ' 
. " ' .- . . 

' I ' '' 

We your cornrnittee on Sabbath Schools beg leave to 
submit the following report: We find to om· regret, t1mt 
thei·e are a goodly number of our churches, without Sun­
day Schools, and we believe to some extent this is due t 
the neglect of tlie pastors of the severai churches in not . . . 

· emphasizing this grand and noble work as they ought. 
·we urge and insist that churches aided. by their pastors 

··raise the standard highly, and take niore care in the 
tniining· of the children. · . 

Yours for better Sunday Schools, 
· . . L . S. YATES~ Chairm'an. . . 1 

' 

• • 

FINANCE 
• 

• 

We the Finance Committee have received $45.41 from 
this association for minute :fund. 

• • 

. .. . ' ·. · · G. J. GILBERT, Chairman. 
For expe~ses of visiting delegates $15.00. 

( .. ' 

CHARACTER OF l\hNISTERS; STATE,OF CHURCHES. 

' ' 

.. · · We find ourehui·ches in good condition also our minis-
ters. We recommend that· the case of ordination brought . 

· before· this assdcia tion be·. passed over· for consideration 
by the church from which it carne. 

W. LAMBERT, Chairman. 
-5-· 
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Adjourned for preaching at 11 o'clock to re-convene 
at 2. o'clock p. m. Closing prayer by. Rev. · E . C . Norris .. 

• 

. SA'fURDAY P.M. 
' . . ' 

Met according to adjournment. After singing, had· 
prayer by Rev. E. Newberry. 

' 

TREASURER'S REPORT · 

The Treasurer's report shows a balance of 41c. 
J. ·E. DRAKE, Treasurer. 

· The following churches ·show a maintanance· of Sab- · 
bath Schools: Patmos, Mt. Zion No. 1; Mt. Zion No. 2; 
Pilgrim Home, Belview, Friendship, Oak Grove, ·New 
Salem .. 

" The following churches report the maintenance of 
. weekly prayer meetings: Mt. Zion No. 1; Evergreen, Bel- . 
view, Oak Grove. . . . ............... . 

The following is a list of additional Ordained Minist­
ers: J. L. Bras,\rell, Donalsonville, Ga.; c. T. Bentz, Col­
quitt,· Ga., L. R. Beach, Colquitt, Ga., Route 4; 

Additional list of Licensed· Ministers: 
J. A. Bouldree, Quincy, Fla.\; E. ·c. Norris, Jr., 

Colquitt, Ga., Route 3 . 
' The committee on Devotion submits the following ad­

ditional report: Saturday night: Rev. J. I. Hatcher to . . 

preach and Rev. E.· C.· Norris to conclude. Sunday a. m 
. At 9 o'clock, Rev. L. S. Yates to p1:each; Rev. M.A. 

Sheffield to conclude . .At 11 o'cl<;>ck, Rev. W. H. Holmr . ·. 
to preach; Rev .. E. A .. Drake to conclude. 

··Received the report of Evangelistic work . of J. . L. 
King, which shows 53 days spent in this work... , 

Appointed New Lake Hinton Church, Donalsonville, 
Ga.,· Twelve miles south- of Brinson, Ga., as the place for 

. ...,--6- . 
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the next session of this association. Rev. C. B. Long 
was elected to preach the introductory sermon, with Rev. 
L. R. Beach alternate •.. · 

. . . 

MINUTES OF UNION MEETING OF SECOND DIS. 

The first Session of this Union met with Mt. Gilmei· 
Church, Brinson, Decatur County, Ga., on the 29 and 30th 
of May 1915. 

The introductory was preached by Rev. D .. R. Bras~ 
well. Elected Rev. D. R. Braswell, Moderator; D. J. Ro-. . . - . 

land, Clerk. . · 
· . Seven churches were represented: Mt. Glory Church, 

• 

Quincy, Fla. was appointed as place· for next session. 
Rev. D .. R. BRASWELL, Moderator; . 

• • 

. D. J. ROLAND, Clerk. 
Second Session of Second District Union convened . 

with Mt. Glory Church, Quincy, Fla., Aug. 27, 28, 1915. 
Introductory by Rev. D. R. BraswelL 

Rev. D. R. Braswell was elected Moderator; W. F. 
Taylor, Clerk. Next session to convene with New Salem 
Church, Miller County, Ga. 

Rev: D. R. BRASWELL, Moderator; 
W. F. Taylor, Clerk. 

• 
. ' 

' MINUTES OF UNION MEETING OF FIRST DISTRICT 
• 
Convened with Thompson Church, Miller County, Ga.; .. 

July 24,· 1915; Introductory was preached by Rev. J .. W .. 
· Norris. Seven churches were represented. Next session 
'is to convene with Pilgrim Home Church, Baker County, 
Ga., on Friday nightbefore the 2nd Sunday in July 1916. 

· . SHbject for discussion for next session: . Who was 
Melchizedek, spoken of in the 7th chapter of Hebrew? 

Discussion to be led by Rev. E. C. Norris and W. 
' 7 . --
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C. Cleney. 
. . 

Rev .. J, W. NORRIS, Moderator; 
B. A. SHEFFIELD, Clei·k. ·· · 

' . 

Vote of Thanks: This Association extends a vote 
· of thanks. to Hammock Springs· Church and community 

for their kind hospitality shown us while with ther<> . ' 

· Took the parting hand, and closed the session to meet with · 
New LakeHinton Church, Donalsonville, Decatur County, 

' . ' 

Ga., on Thursday n.ight before the 4th Sunday in Oct. 
1916. Closing prayer by Rev. J. C. Eldridge. Benedic­
tion by Rev. W. · H. Holmes . • 

Rev. M. A. SHEFFIELD, Moderator; .. 
J. E. DRAKE, Sec. and Treasurer~ , . 

ORDAINED MINISTERS . . 

A. C. McKenon·;· Carnegie; Ga. · · 
C. B. 'Long, Babcock, Ga .. 
J. L. King, Iron City, R. 2, Ga. 
E.· A. Drake, Iron City, R. 1, Ga. 

- . ' ' i . ' • - . . 

E. C. Norris, Colquitt, R. 3, Ga. 
J. L. Braswell, Donalsonville, Ga. 
C. T. Rentz, Colquitt, Ga.· 
L. R. Beach, Colquitt, R. 4, Ga. 
L. S. Yates, Jakin, R i, Ga. 
J. W. Norris, Babcock, Ga. 
A. P. Norris, IronCity, R. Ga. . . ' 

w. A. Drake, Dolalsonville, Ga.·. 
W. C. Clenny, Colquitt, R. 5:, Ga. 
S. A. McLendon, Colquitt, R. 1, Ga. ' 

. ~ ' ' 

W. H. Edwards, Peace, 'Ga. . 
· J. P. Norris, Colquitt, R .. 2, Ga. . 
G. T. Embry, Morgan, Ga. · 
D. R. Braswell, Iron City, Ga. 
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M. B. Musgrove, Babcock, Ga. 
A. B. Ard, Iron City, Ga . . . ,. "' 
.J. F. Cleveland, Blakely, R. · 3} Ga. 
· L. L. Musgrove, Boykin, Ga. 
S ~ W. Hah~e. Kestler, ·Ga. . . . 
F. W. Wa<}e, Colquitt, Ga. 
M. A. Sheffield, Colquitt, Ga. 
H. C. Sheffield, Brinson, Ga . 
B. F. Hodges, Eldorendo, Ga. 

- . . . 
• 

LICENTIATE MINISTERS 
' 

• • 

J. A. Bauldress, Emory, FhL . . . ' . . . -

F. A. Norris, Iron City, Ga. · 
J. W. Alday, Brinson, 'R. 2, Ga. 
E. C. Morris, Jr., Coljuitt, Ga.· 

' ORDER OF BUSINESS 

• 

1. Organize. . . . 
2. Call for lcttors from various churches. . . . ' 

· · 3. Elect officers. 

' . 

• 

.. 4. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us. . . 
• 

5. Call for petitionary letters .. 
6. Appoint committees, 

- ,, . . 

7. Roll call and read decorum. · . . 

• 

• 

· 8. Call for. corresponqence from ~istyr associations. 
9. Appiont correspondents to sistei· associations. 

· 10. Call for report of committees. · · 
. ' "· :--· ..... ~-- --··· ... ,. ' - ' ' ' ' . ' ' 

11. Appoint time and place· for next association .. 
- . . - . . . . - ' 

.. 12. Call for miscellaneous business. 
• 

. 13. Adjournment. . . ' . - - . 
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ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM · ·· 

1. This·. Association . shall be called . to order by the former 
moderator, who presided at the last . session, if present; if not 

· present, then the clerk, if he should be absent, then by some other 
brother. . , _ 

2. This ·Association shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
3. The moderator and cleik of the preceeding session ·shall 

officiate until the body is organized by electing a moderator and 
clerk in any way the body may direct. 

, 4. It shall be the duty of the moderator to call the meeting 
to order, to see that order is preserved,. receive and submit all 
questions to the body. He shall have the privilege of speaking 
but must call on some other brother to preside in his place while 
speaking. He shall not have the right to vote unless t}te body 
is equally divided, when he may cast the deciding vote. · 

5. The members present shall be enrolled and their names 
called· as often as necessary . 

. ·.· .• 6. The majority of the members present shall rule in cases, 
except upon admission of new churches, which shall require a 
unanimous vote. · 

7. No member shall absent himself from the house without 
leave from the moderator, and no member shall leave the associ-. 

' ation without the consent of tht body. 
· 8. All business shall. be brought before the. body. by. a move . 

· and second and shall be disposed of according to good usage. 
9. No person shall be· allowed to speak more than three. times 

· on the same sub jet nor more . than fifteen minutes each . time 
without permission from the body. 

10. No person shall be disturbed while speaking. unless· he 
depart from the subject and it will be necessary to call him to 
order·.. 1 

11. Only • one person shall be allowed to speak· at a time and 
he must rise to his feet and address the moderator, and must not 
use abusive language or personal refl~ction on any one without 

· being subject to a call to order by tHe moderator. . · . · 
13. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a minute of the 

'proceedings and read the same when called upon,· to be corrected .· · 
at· the discretion of the body, and shall prepare the minutes for 
publication unless the association shall appoint some one of for 
that purpo~e. He shall keep all books and papers belonging to 
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the association and read the . 
shall have· such compensation 
may prescribe. · 

' . 
same when ordered to do so, and 
for his services as the associatioiJ 

13. It shall. be the duty of the corresponding secretary t~ 
carry on correspondence by writing 'to persons belonging to' other 

· associations of Uke faith in any way that would be likely to create. 
inttrest in this association for its promition and \Yell being. 

14. It shall· be the duty. of the treasurer to keep all money·. 
committed to him by the association, and to· keep the account of 

• • 
receipts· and. expenditures, make a rtport at every association if 
called' upon, pay out money when ordered to do so by the asso­
ciation, and shall receive such compensation as the association 
may prescribe. . . . 

13 .. These rules of· decorum may be amended at the discretion 
of the association, 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

1. We. believe that the Gospel. church, or a church of Christ 
is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed occord­
ing to the rules laid down in the New Testament. · 

2. That these rules require churches to pl'eserve the form 
of government and ordinances of the ·first Christian ·churches, 
and be composed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or. whole number 
of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed 
of the redeemed now· in ·Heaven; and of such Christians now on 

' earth as are· not attached to the visible, according. to the Gospel 
rules. · . 

. . 
4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic govern­

ment over the visible church or any part thereof is a device of 
' · earthly ambition requgnant to the word. of God and subsersive 

to the churches and dangerous to the liberties of men. . . 
5. That the Gospel churches are the only eclesiastical bodies 

or tribunals authorized . bY! the · Scriptures;) that each church 
has the unrestricted right to administer its own government with­
out supervision of interference, being under Christ essentially 
independent and absolute and that if this right is surrendered to 
a superintending jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise. the as­
sembly then ceases to be a Gospel church. 

I 

6. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
-11-
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delegates, from an a;;sociation. and declare the terms upon which· 
they will keep up ·a friendly correspond~nce but that the rights 
and authority of the churches being inalienable are in no wise 
compromised by 01~. hindeded by· entering iiitci an association,. 
therefore associa,tions ha,ve no shadow of authority over churches 
or individuals, their. only powers being to transact" business which 

. does not pertain to churches in· their eclesiastical capacity, or to . . . . - . " ' ; . . . . ., . ' 

promote mutual intercourse and concentation of voluntary · ef~ 
fort, and to give that advice to· churches which miP"ht ,\rith equal 

. · authority be given by an individual. · · · . . . . . 
7. That the authority of churches is designated for the per-

petuation of the true religion of the Gospel and• for the preserva­
tion. of a pure and. orderly body of Christians on earth, th~t it is 
fully sufficient for the purpose. intended, but it does not exetnd to 

. the person's property . of consciences of men -in any case wh-atever. 
· 8. That the only re-quisite · to church membership ·are faith 

in Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ neces-
. . ' 

. sarily exists in ·connection with the belief in the fundemnental 
truths of Christianity, • and, that to prescribe· any . ot'\ler. requisite 
of church membership is an assumption on the part of the church 
and a rtparture from the plan of the Gospel. 

' . . - . -· . 

. 9. That the officers ofthe church are ellers and deacons 
' ' 

that elders are also called bishops ·or pastors; that all elders are 
\ - ' . . ' . . . . 

equal in rank; though they may perform· different function since 
some may be bishops or pastors or particular churches, while oth-
ers inay be simply elders, having no pastoral charge. . . 

' 

10. That the authority of the minister of the Gospel extends 
' - . . . . . I 

to teaching, exortation and reb~ke, but no further, that he cannot 
perform any· act which belongs to the authority of the church, 
such as the rec~ption of members into. the church compact, of 
the expulsion' of offenders; that as member of the church he is . 
nom ore than ariyp other member, and if he. is guilty of trangres-

. ' . . . ' . •' - ' ' . . . 
sion he is to be brought to trial before his brethren and convicted , 

. . , , ' , . - . I - , 

vracquitted in the same mam1er as if he were a private person; 
yet wh think. it • prudent and proper to call. in advisary help es- · 
pecially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

, 11. That Christian baptism is · the emersion of a beliver 
in water in the name· of the Father, and· of the Son ·and of the 

' ' ' " ' . . - ' . 
Holy Ghost. . . · . . ; ·' · . 

. 12. That the Lord's supper is. an ordinance to be· observed in 
-.· -··. · .. ·.· .. -~--·· .,_ ,· . 

the church till the . Lord comes. . · · · · · . · · · · · 
13 The elde~s and 'deacons mu~t be set apa.rt to their office . . . 
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by ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery 
and prayer, without which they are not authorized to administer 
the ordinances pertainig to their respective offices. 

' . . 
• 

. . 

CHURCH DECORUM . . 

• 

1. The church may choose. a pastor annually_ at the last 
regular conference in associational year; or if they prci'er, it may 
chose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to continue from . 
year to year, so long as they may deem it proper to keep up the 
connection. . . • 

2, .When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
another time; but if the choice be made at a special. conference, 
the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church. 

3.' · The pastor shall be the moderator of the church,. but when 
he is absent or does not sit as moderator; b~ing present, some 
suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his. place. 

· · • ·1. There shall be two or more deacons in .the church whose 
duty it shall be to superintend the collection and . disbursement 
of the contributions made by the church for the pastor etc., 
and to distribute the bread and wine in the administration o£ the . 
Lord's supper. . 

5. · The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse 
" . . . 

or neglect to partake of the Lord's supper and .endaevor to as-
certain the cause, that the same may be laid before the, church in 

' . - - . . . . . . ~ 

conference if necessary. . 
· 6. 'Some suitable member shall ·be· appointed clerk and. it 

' . ' . - ' - . 

shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing· per~. 
tainirig to the business of the . church, and to preserve a file .. · of 
the minutes of the association. · - - " · · ··· 

' ' 

7. When a new clerk is appoi~ted, all the bo~l{s, etc., be-
longing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by his 
pi:edecess-or. . . · -- · · · · 

' 8 'When a_ church deems it necessary, a _-committee of not . . . - ' - . ' 

less·. than three male . members. well acq-qainted . with . business, 
shall be appointed, whose. duty . it shall be to give advice to 
brethren who apply to them relative· to cases of. dealing, etc., _with 
the churches . 

9. The church shall hold two days meeting monthly, embrac­
. ing Saturday and ·the ·Lord's _day following, the. first of which 
shall be the regular time of conference. · . . 
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10. It shall be the duty of every member, male and fem'ale, 
-- to -attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day ' 

-- the pastor is expected to instruct the _ church in special manner 
by- ~iving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline imd 
the rule of holy living. . , _ 

- 11. Any male member who shall fail to attend. three succes-
-sive conferences, and any men1ber whatever who may be_ gener~ 
all remiss in attending the meetings' of the church according to ' ' 
the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear in conference 

-and answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt members 
; ftom this rule if necessary. . 

12. Conference, after prayer or divine strvices, shall :be 
dpened as follows: I. Inviting visiting brethren to seats. 2. Open­
ing the door of the church for the reception of members.- 3. Call-. ' 

'ing for tht reading of the minutes of the last conference.· 4. Call-
-ing for- absentees. 5. _For acknowledgments. 6. For references- or 

' .. deferred business. -7. For new -matters of_ dealing, which are to 
come before the body. 8.- For miscellaneous business. 

' ' 

13. Visiting brethren, as helps calls in from sister churches, 
'shall 'be allowed to speak and make motions and seconds, but not 
allowed to vote. 
-', 14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church may be re-

- c'eived in to the church without letter, when it is made apparent 
J ' ' . - ' 

that his Christian character is -unimpeachable, and that -he has 
a:i)plled for a letter and could not obtain it 'because he desired to 
:;oiri this or some sister church: AU other members must join by 
letter or baptism • 
.. 15. No member shall be received without the unamious con­
sent of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall 

· riot lievalid, 'and unless withdrawn the member who makes them 
c 

shall be liable to be taken under dealing by the church. . _ 
- - · 16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall _ 

- I -

in'form the church what members have been absent from three 
successive conferences, and -the moderator -shall appoint some 
brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference. 

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited ver~ 
bally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his_ residence be 
knov-...n to the church. 

18. When a witness, not a member _of the church, is intra­
' -duced, he shall not be examined till the question has been put to 

the church: Will you hear the testimony of this witness'? -
· · 19. The ·evidence in evey case of dealing and acknowledg-· 

__ , tl--
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ment shall be minuted in the church .book. . 
20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who . be: 

comes 'aisorderly, or continue to hold their letters v.-ithout a. good · 
reason, shall be cited to the conference to answer for their~ con-

. duct. · 
21. Expelled me~bers may be restored to fellowship on 

'their petition of their walk since expulsion has convinced the 
church that they have sincerely· repented of their fo:rmer evil . ' ' -

conduct. · . . . · ·. · 
· 22. A vote shall not be t~l(en upon any question 'vithou.t :t move 

. and a second, and in all important questions the vote shall be 
taken by rising to the feet .. 

23. No motion· shall be· made while a move and second is 
before ·the conference. . , . 

24. It shall be considered disorderly· for. any member to ,ab­
sent himself from conference when an important question is to be 

·decided; but a member upon. his request, may be exempted from 
• 

voting on ~ither side in.· peculiar cases. 
· · · · 25. No member. shall leave the. house during conference with­
out a sufficient cause nor engage in conversation. or whispering 
without being subject to be called to order by the r.·wdemtor . 

. 26. All discussions in . conference. must . be condue-:;Hl with . 
calmness and good feeling; those· who spe~Jk must rise to their 
feet and address the moderator,and keep to the point in flebate. 

27. No one· shall speak more than three times on the same 
·motion without permission from the moderator, nor shun the re­
marks of any one be. unreasonably long. 

• 

28. When the moderator speaks in debate he must nominate 
some· brother moderator in his stead. 

29. No one shall be interrupted while· speaking unle1;s it is 
necessary to call him to order. 
· · so: it shall be the rule of the church to attend to the adminis­
tration of the Lord's Supper at least four times a year, and the 

. ' . 
expenses are to be paid by the church. · 

· 31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but 
the administration shall . not· be deffered on account of :my ordi-. 

· nary matter of dealing. , · 
32. Feet washing ·shall be atttnded · to as the church sees 

proper. · . 
33. Public fasting, humiliation· and prayer shall he obsezyed 

• on proper occasiOns. 
34. It shall be the cluty of the pastor to t8tke up collections 

• 
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quarterly for the support of· home missions work. 
35. It shall_ be the duty of each church when . calling a pas­

tor to accompany the call with the amount they agree to pay him 
for his. services. ·. · · · · .. · · · · · 

. .. . . / 

36. It shall be the duty of the church to appoint a committee 
to revise the chu!ch ·book once a year. -· · · · · 

37. This decorum may be altered or. amended by the vote of· 
t,wo-thirds of the members present at any two successive monthly 
conferences. ' · · · · · 

' . 
• 

ASSOCIATIONAJ:. CONSTITU'J,'ION 
.- ·-·· ,_ ·- ··-······!·· 

~ . . 
1. A church proper in its lowest .sense is a body of Chris­

tians united and congregated together for the purpose of worship­
ing God and promoting His cause, and ~n which the Gospel is regu­
larly preached; the ordinances duly administed and the principles . 
of holiness encouraged and practiced. Each church or body thus 
~Qrmed ·is separate and independent in its self· posessing the . . . ' . ' 

right to direct its own. affairs in its own way, subject only· in 
·cei-tain difficult cases to arbitration . by sister. churches. Such 
churches may, however, unite in associational capacity for purposes 
of tnore thorough organiation, efficient work and for the general 
and m11tual good of all without surrendering any of their indivi­
dual rights. Therefore the churches hereinafter mentioned resolve 
the~selves into a body· eclesiastic to be known as the Martin As­
soci:ition1 of Free Will Baptist, which shall meet annually at· such 
time and place as may be agreed upon by the body at .its annual 
meeting. . .. 

· 2. The association, when assembled, shall be composed of all 
ministers of the association, both ordained and licentiates, and . ' ,, ' -

the delegates or messengers chose11: b¥ the several churches from 
time. to time for that purpose. , . 

• • 
3, The number of delegates to be determined . by member-

ship· Of the respective churches: To simplify this we will state· 
that any church is entitled· to two delegates, it matters not how 
few members it i may have. That after. it has attained fifty mem- . · 
bers 'it shall then be entitled to one delegate to every twenty-five 

. . . 
members, or fractional part thereof, until it ~as reached one hun­
dred; then for every fifty or fractional part thereof and go' on in­
creasing. in this ratio to. any number. 

·4. . The officers of· the association shall consist of a modera­
·-16-
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. tor, clerk and treasurer to· be chosen annually from the members 
present; moderator and cleljk to be elected by ballot. . . 

·. 5 It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside· over the 
·body during the session at which he is elected, call the next .sue~ 
ceeding ·session to . order, enforce the l'Ules of decorum, deCide . .all 
questions of discipline, and. in case of a tie, to cast the deciding 
vote. · 

• G. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate -re­
cord of the business transactions of the as so cia tion, superintend the . 
printing of the minutes and draw on the treasurer for the funds to 
discharge the expenses of the satne. · He shall hold office until 
his successCir is elected and installed, and shall receive shch com­
pensation for his services as the association may deem prpper to 
allow. 

7. There shall be an executive committee of discrete brethren · 
appointed annually by the moderator, or elected by the body who 
shall properly be th'e association. in recess, and· whose duty may 
be more full:! defined from time to time by the· associatiort. The 
:.reasurer ;;hall be one of the number. . 

. . ' - . 

S, When the association is assembled a majority of all the 
members enrol:ed shall be required to ·form a quol'Um for the 
lransacti<)n of t,usiness. . · . 

• 

S. All dEbates shall be conducted in. a christian and brotherly 
spirit;· all shsJl be allowed the privilege· of sp'eaking on any ques~ 
tiun which is Hubmitted to the consideration of.the body. 

\ 

10 .. Every speaker shall rise from his seat, address the· mod­
t-rator, and keep to the question in debate, and shall avoid all 
unr.elasant reflections and·. personalities. 1 

11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more than fif~ · 
• • 

teen minutes in one speeh, or speflk more than twice on the same · . . . . 

subject except. by permission. from the moderator or body. ·~ ·. / 
12. All questions . shall he submitted by move and second 

the f]r;:;t motion taking Fre::el!ence in point, of order .. Every mo~ 
tion seconded must be acted upon, unless withdrawn by the ·mover. 

13. The business shall be taken up in. order according to .the 
subjoined plan,. unless it becomes necessary to suspend the regu­
lar rules for a time for purposes 'which appear proper. . . \ . 

14. The moderator shall at each session· invite corresponding 
delegates from other bodies of our own order, and also- 'niirt1sters 

from other denominations to seats,· when thus seated, shall l:Je 
entitled to the friendship of honorary members. 
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ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT ,, 

· Having been as we trust, brought together to organize an 
1 

association;. by divine grace to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to give · ourselves up wholly to Him, we joyfully . and solemnly· 
covenant with each other to walk together in· Him, with all humil­
ity· and brotherly love;· to watch over each other for good, and . 
stir up. each other to love and good works, and not forsa.king the ' 
frequent ·assembling of ourselves together with our neighbors· 

· to worship God according to His revealed will, as occasion may 
require; to warm, rebuke and admonish each other according to 
the rules.· of the Gospel; that the knowledge may be thereby 
promoted to the end. We will uphold the public worship of God 
and the ordinances of His house, . and hold constant communion 
with each other therein; and we will cheerfully cot~ibute our 

· property for the maintainance of a faithful minister of the Gos­
pel am?1~g us 'and for the extension of' the blessed Redeemer's 

.. kingdom universally.' We wm not omit family and closet religion· 
at .home nor allow ourselves in the two common neglect . of the 
great and important duty of religiously training of our children 
for the :::2rvice of God and the enjoyment of heaven. We will al-. . . 

so sympathize with each other in seosons of temptation and affilic-
tion, and be ready to distribute tot he necessities· of the sain~s. 
We will especially pray for and with each other for the churches 
universally, for the promised. effusion of the Holy Spirit for the 

. . ' - -· ' ' 

. prosperity of. Zion, and the ingathering oft he elect; and may the 
Go.d of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
.Christ, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of 

. the, everiasting covenant, make . us perfect in every good work to 
· do His will,' that ·we may not only enjoy a name and place in the 

church on earth but finally with His glorious church of the first . 
' ' . . . 
born of l·bavcn in ::~scribing bl!'!ssings, honor, might, majesty 

•and. dominion to Him who sitteth on the throne and the Lamb 
forever;.' 

' I ' ' . -
- ' ' ' ' ' . . 

' ' \ ' ' ·. ' 

' ' ' . . 
' ',-. ' . ' . 

• • 

DOCTRINAL VIEWS . 
; 

:· • · We believe that the Holy ·Bible was written by men divinly . . 
· ihspirtd and is a treasure of Heavenly instructioin, that has a 
·,Goa ·fol' .its author, salvation for its end and truth without mix­
:.tm'e ol>error for .its matter; that it reveals the principles by 
·--~- ··.·:~-· -18-
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which God will judge us, and therefore, it shall remain with us to . 
the end· of time, the true center of christian union ::nd the sup­
reme standard to which ·all human conduct and opinions should 
·conform. " . 

• 
2. That . there is one true and living God . whose name is 

Jehovah, the maker .and ruler of Heaven and earth inexpressibly 
glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence and .. 
love, revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son and H9ly 
Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executing distinct 
but harmonious offices in the great wo11k of redemption. · · 

3. That man was created in· a st~te of holiness. under the 
laws of his Maker, but ·by voluntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which men art sinners, 
not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterly· void of 
that holiness requii·ed by the law of God, wholly given to the 
gratification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful passions 
.and therefore, under . just condemnation to eternal· ruin, without. 
defense or excuse.· ,. · · · · · · · 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly ·of grace through 
the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took upon him our 
nature; yet without sin honored the la\v by his personal· obedi- . 
ence, and made atonement for sin by His death; being risen from 
the dead He is now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in His 
wonderful person the tender sympathies with divine perfection, is 
every way qualfied to be a suitable compm;sionate and all suffici-
ent Saviour. . • · · ' 

. ' 

5. That the great Gospel blessings which Christ of His full~ 
ness bestows on such as believe on Him is justification; that just- . 
fication consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal life 
upon principles of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in con­
sideration of anything which we have done, but solely through 
His o;\·n righteousness and atonement; and that it brings us into · 
a state of most blessed peace and favor with God. 

6. That the bltssings of salvation are made free to. all by 
· the Gospel, that it is the immediate duty. of all to receive them 
by a cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own voluntary , · 
rMusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal will 
subject him to aggravated condemnation; : · ... 

• 
7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated or born· 

again. That regeneration· consists of giving a holy disposition to · 
the mind and is effected in a manner above our comprehension , . 

• -19-
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·by the power of the Holy Spirit producing a voluntary obedience 
to the Gospel; and that its proper evidence is found in the holy 
fruits which we bring forth to God. · 

8 .. That. election is ·the gracious purpose of God, ·according to 
which He rtgenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners. That being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends. 
all means with the end, that it is a most glorious display of God's 
goodness, being infinitely wise, holy, un~hangeable; that it utter­
ly excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust 
in God, and active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages 
the use of means in the highest degree; that it is the foundation 

- . . ~ ' . - .. . ' . . 
of christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to our-
selves, demands and deserves . our. utmost diligence 0 

9. That the preserving attachment of true believers to Christ 
is the grimd mark which distinguishes them from superficial ·pro­
fessors; that a special providence watches over their welfare and 
that they are kept by 'th~ power of God through faith unto salva-
tion. · · 

i . • - • . ' - ' • ' ,' - - ' ' -

10. That the law of God 1s the eternal, unchangeable rule of 
His· government; that it is holy, just and good, that the inability 
which . the· scriptures ·~bscribe ·to· fallen man to fulfill the precepts 
arise entirely from· their ·love ·of sin to deliver them from which, 
and. to. restore the'm th'rough a mediator to unfeigned obedience 
to the Holy law is one design of the Gospel and· the means . of . 
grace connected with the eStablishment of the visible church .. 

11. · That the' first day of th~ week is the Lord's day, or 
Christian Sabbath; that it should be 1kept sacred to religious pur­
poses by abstaining from all secular labor and recreation by the 
direct observance. of all means of grace, both public and private, 
and prepare. for. the rest. which remains for. the people of God. 

12. That civ.il government is of divine appointment for the 
intrest. of good order of human society; that the magistrates are 
to be prayed for conscientio,usly; honored and obeyed in all things 
not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is. the . . . 

Lord of conscience and Prince of the kings of earth. · · 
13. That there is a radical and essentialdifference between 

' - . ' . ' . 
the righteous and wicked, and that such only as are justified by 
faith in lhe name of the Lord Jesus and is sanctified by the Spirit 
of God as are truly righteous in His esteem while all such as 
continue in impentence and unbelief are, in His sigth, wicked and 
under the curse and this distinctioii holds good among men both 
in and after death. 
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14. That the end of, this world is approaching when Christ 
• • • 

Will descend from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to 
. final retribution, that a solemn separation will thtn take place, 
the righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the 
wicked to ' endless punishment, and this judgment . will . forever 
fix the final state of men in heaven :or hell on principles of 
righteousness.-John 5:25; Matt. 25:31-34, 41-46. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE SCRIPTURES. The, scriptures. of the Old and New 
Testaments were given by the inspiration of God, and are binding 

1 on all as our only rule of faith' and practice. There is only one 
living and true God, infinite in all His attributes; the Creator, 
Preserver and Governor of the Universe, revealed to us in the 
~criptures as Father, Son and Spirit. 

2. ·CHRIST, He is God manifest iln the flesJ;l, being in His 
divine nature true God, in His Human nature true man, united 
ir. the person of Messiah as the mediator for the redemption of 
the world, 

3, THE HOLY SPIRIT.· He possesses all personal divine at­
tributes being the Reformer, Comforter and Sanctifier of men. 

4. DIVINE PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE. The purposes of 
God are eternal and immutable, and his wise and Holy providence 
is over all beingsand all things to secure His only glory and the 
the highest welfare of all creatures. 

5. ORIGINAL STATE AND FALL OF MAN. Man was 
. erated_ upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and · 
condemnation. All his posterity inherit his fallen· nature, which 
L; cherished by indulgence; so all who come to ·years of moral 
:;ccountability, sin and come short of the glory of God. 

6. THE ATONEMENT, Christ in His great compassion of­
fered Himself as a . sacrifice· in our stead, and thus by His life 
oilffering and death, made an ·atonement which is full and free to 
all, and opens the only way to salvation. 

7, GRACE .. No one can by his own work, merit and obtain 
:mlvation wh1ch is wholy of the grace of God, and through which 
all spiritual blessings are bestowed upon us. 

8. CONDITIONS OF. SALVATION. These arc repentances 
• • 

implying godly sorrow for open concession and other renuncia-
tions of sin, faith or the unre~erved committal of the mind and 
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heart to receive, obey and trust in Christ, regeneration· by the 
Holy Spirit, whereby the soul is frE:ed from the dominion of sm 
and brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God . 
. · . y. ELECTION. God has not fixed the future state of man by 

any unconditional decree, but determined from the beginning to 
S!lVe ~11 who would comply with the conditions of salvation. 

10. 'PERSERVANCE. 'None will be finally saved but those 
who, throu~h grace, preserve in holiness. · 

11. SALVATION FREE. God desires the salvation of all, the 
Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit· strives ·with all, and whoso~. 
ever will may come and take of the water _of life· freely. 

. ' . . 

12. THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL .. The human will is not 
. 

controlled by any fatal necessity or external force, but is free 

. . 

and self determined, having power to yield to gracious influences 
or resist them and perish. · 1 

13. GOSPEL ORDINANCE. Baptism or the emersion of. be­
lievers· in water, and the Lord's Supper are. ordinances· ·to be· . . 
:p~r~etuated und~r the Gospel of universal obligation and to be ad-
mmistered to an true believers. . . . 

' - ' . 

. 14 .. THE SABBATH. The Christian Sabbath is a divine in­
stitution binding on all, and should be observed by abstaining 
from ·.all secular business, amusements and consecrtaed to the 

' 
worship of God and to spiritualini.provement. · _ 

• 

15. TlfE RESURRECTION. Final judgment and final retri-
bution-Christ will make His- second appearance at the end of· 
the world, when the dead will be raised, the judgment will set, th.e 
righteous will be received to eternal blessednesst and th~ wickect 
l:lan\spe(1 to endless suffering • 

• 
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·FORM OF LETTER TO ASSOCIATION 
• • ' 

State of Georgi~ County of . , . , , , .. , ~ , . , . . , . . . ..... , ....... . 
We, the church of Christ, of the Free Will order, sendeth 

' . . 
greetings to the: ministers, messengers· and delegates composing 

' . 
the annual session of the Martin United Free Will Baptist Asso" . . 

' ' . . 

ciation to be held with · ..... , .. ,. .. · .... , . , .. , ,. . ·, .. , , .... Church_ 
• . . 

\. County . • 
• • • 0 • • • • • • 0 •• ' • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • 

We send as delegates ' • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • • 0 • 0 • 0 • 0 • • • 0 • • 
' . 

~ .. ~ ... · ...... ~ ... ~ : . , .. ~ ... : ............. ~ : . .... . ·.whom we· deem 
worthy of seats in your -honorable body _ • 

\ 
The -condition of our Church is as follow&-: Meeting days· 

' Sunday, received· by letter ........ , received on pro- • • 
.. 0 0 •• 0 .... 

iession .... ~ .... restored ..•...•. , baptized ........ , excluded . 
• 

. . . . . . . . , dismissed by letter ,_ .•.•.•• , died ......... . . . . . 
• 

We send as minute fund $ .......... , Rev, ................. · .. 

................ , was our pastor last year. Rev. .. ......... .. • 

• . . . • • . . . . . . • . • . • . • . is our present pastor. We have licensed to 

J>re.ach the Gospel'·,.,~ ... ...... , ... ~ .. , .. ~.,..,. .... ; .· ........ · · .. 

We have ordained to preach the Gospel. ...................... . 

Rema1·ks ....... , . . . . .·, . ,. . . . , , .. ,. . . . .......... ,. . , ,. " . , · ,. 
'lhis done by order of the Church in Conference . 

• . . . . -......................... -.l\Joderator. 

-.......... ~ .............. ~ .... ~ . Clerk. _ 
\ 

Post office of Clerk ........ · .............. .. County, Ga. 
• 

• 
• 

Write petition below in conference if wanted 
• • 

.~·· • 
• 

• ' 
• ' 

• 
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