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PROCEEDIN Gb

. The Twenty Nmth Annual Sessmn of. the Martm Umted |
Free Will Baptist Association convened with Hamrock
| -Sprmgs Church Donalsonv,llle, Ga, Decatur County,
| Frlday morning Octobel 22 at 11 oclock an Intro-
“ductory Sermon was preached by Rev. A. P. Norris,
- concluded by Rev. J. W. Stevens. Text St. John 10:9.
 “Tam the door 1T any man enter by me, he shall be sav-
- ed » L '
~ Closing prayer by Rev E A Dlake Benedlctlon -
--by Rev. J. C. Eldrige. o -
AdJourned for dmner to re-convene at 1 30 o clock o

T .
el T S

S, -

— T FRIDAYP M.

o After bem(r sewed Wlth an ehce‘llent dinner, the as-
" sociation ‘assembled for business-at 1:30 oclock p. m.
“The aSeomatlon was called to order by the moderator,
. Rev. M. A, Sheffield. After singing; had prayer led by -
~ Rev. J. C. Eldrige. Orgamzed permanently by electing
by ballott Rev. M. A. Sheffield, Modelator 'J . E.
~ Drake, Secretary and Treasurer -‘ N
~ Entered into Confel ence ; Called for. lettels from the .
various: churches. "The following chulches with their
representatives were enrolled: J. W, Drake and J.D.
| . LCleveland were appomted to read the letters. =~
N Golden nght J M. Mlllel, Wllhe Lambert J. W N
— ~ Drake. . | ¢
: Corinth: J. ]] Howard s. D M111e1 J A Tyler E S
W, ng, Lum Gause I
Belview: G. W. Carter, J D. ClevelandA A, Durm
o " New Salem: C. J. Gilbert, G. W Chambers,  W. C.
e Enfmger,G W. Loyless. - e

- ...-. . -
e




'~F1'1endsh1p J. M. WIISOH H C Whlte, H. J Johnso*x e

‘Springfield: T.-J. Hill, J. W. Noble,
Pilbrim Home: J. T. Hilburn, Zack: Irvm

~ New Home: J. C. Roberts. -
 Patmos: W. B. Griffin, J. A. Jones. |
Thompson: G. W. Grimes, M. Lovett, Guerly Gllmes

_Baptist Vineyard: John Thorton W, H Rlchaldson

" New Light: Walson Norris. .
 Pleasant Hill:. (Proxy) J. W. Norris.
‘Hebrew: (Proxy) H. Sullivant.

- Mt. Gilmer: Joe Heard Perry Mms, J N Powell I‘

S Heard.
Evero*reen J R Irvmg, Stephen Bess L B Lee.
- Mt. Zlon (2) J. L. Goodman.
Mt. Zion, (1) C. G. Jordan, John Scott
Antioch: (Proxy) ‘A.-B. Ard. |
Oak GIOVG (Proxy) Geo. Hooks
- Mt. Glory: J. S. Johnson J. B. Poston ~
- New Lake Hinton: D. Turnage, J. L Clayton L N1
Bethsaida: not represented. |

Hammock Sprmgs E. B. Lynn, :Da,n Kelly, MISS Belle N

| Kmb, Zack Jones, W. W. Barber.
-+ Boykin: Not repleseneted
Invited visiting brethren to seats W1th us.
Called for petltlonary letters. Recéievd none.
. The moderator with the appr oval of the assocmuon
| appomted the followmg commlttees. | | S
- On Devotional Services: E. B. Lynn, Dan Kelly, T
E. Howard, J. M. Wilson, D. Turnage Rev. W. A. Drake.
~ Op Sabbath Schools: Rev. L. S. Yates, G. W. Chay -
‘bless, J. D. Cleveland, C. G. Jordan, J. W. Drake

" On Suggestions: Rev E. A Dlake J. L Johnson
‘W. B. Grlffm

On Executwe W H. Drake, J. E Howald dJ. M W 1-—‘-

'son J. J Drake C. G. Jordan

¥ ’ . . . . i
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o On Tempelance J M Mlller C. J Gllbert W
_Drake Rev. C. B. Long, J. L. Clayton.

On Finance: J. Drake C J Gllbert W H Rlchald
son, John Daniels. o

| On Character of Mlmaters and State of Chulches
WIHel Lambert, G. C. Jordan, W. B. Grlffm L
- "Report of Commlttee on Devotlonal Services: Y-'*f"

- your Committee on Devotional submit the followmo' re-

port: Rev. J. W. Stevens to preach t0 nlght Rev J

. _W Norris to conclude.

| Saturday A M. 11 oelock: J. C. Eldrw‘e to pleach
- Rev L. R. Beach to conclude. AdJourned at 4 o’clock p.

+ . to meet at 8: 30~ o’clock Saturday a. m. Oct. 23rd.

- Closing prayer by Rev. L. S. Yates. Benedlctwn bv‘
Rev. J. W. Stevens. Preaching Friday night in acco
ance with the committee’s report The services were en- -
]oyed by all present o P

SATURDAY A M. OCT 23

"~ The association was called to order at 8:30 o’clock by
the moderator smgmtr hymp No. 308 in Gospel Glory
Prayer by Rev. W. H. Holmes. |
- Read minutes of Friday’s session, which were approv-
| ed and accepted by the body. Read Associational Decorum.
" Called roll and completed list of ministers and dele-
 grates. Called for corlespondence from other associations
- ond received the following: From Midway of Georgia: |
~ _ Rev. Sam Ely, Rev. E. C. Williams. | .
- - Their next session to convene with Damascus Churcl |
o Tuesday night before the 1st Sunday in Nov. 1916.
- From State Line of Ala. Rev. J. I. Hatcher, B. &=
R aswe‘l Next session to convene: Wlth Rocky Gm "
" Church, Gleenwood Fla. Malae R. R. Statlon, Thulsd‘"‘y |

| 111 ht btfore the 3rd Sunday in Oct. 1916
‘ e |




~ From Georgia Union, Rev. W. H. Holmes. Next ses-
- sion to convene with Bay Springs Church, Eastman, G:

: ‘Thursday night before the 2nd Sunday in Qct. Plalnﬁeld‘,- N

_nearest R. R. Station. o
From Salem of Florida. Rev J. C. Eldmdge, R. D

. Ingram, W. L. Ingram, W. L. Myers, P. G. Davis, Rev.
J. W. Stevens. Next session to canvene with Damascue .

- Church, Marrianna, Fla. Thulsday nwht befere the 1st
| Sunday in Oct. 1916. .
) The abave colreSpondents were extended the rlgh"“'-
‘hand of welcome by the moderator Appmnted the fol- -
| lowmg correspondents: -
| - To Midway of Georcrla C G Jordan W H. Rlchar'n
_son, Rev. L. R. Beach, Rev. E. A. Drake.
 To Liberty of Ga.: Rev. C. B. Long. . -
- Tao Georgla Umen Rev L. 8. Yates Rev D C .
~ Norris. | .
~ To Salem of Fla Rev D R Braswell J L Johnsen |
_Rev M. A. Sheffield, J. T. Hilburn, Rev. W. A. Drake.
| 'To the Chattachoocheé: Rev. L. S. Yates, Rev. -E-.;
- C.Norris. This association convenes on Thursday nie! %
before the 1,st Sunday in Oct 1916 Near Ashhurn,_ Ga.

REPORTS OI‘ COMMITTEES

SUGGESTIONS -
~ We request our - churches to be very car efuI and pray'-- |
er ful and thoughtful. |

- e _

.TEMPERANCE -

We y0u1 committee on. Temperance beg leave to sub--
mit the following: We recommend that each member ¢
our assaciation live a strictly temperance life in all thmf

eepecmlh in the habit of drink. We consider 1t rerwL-
| e



~nant to the word of God and dange1 Ollg to ouy 11berty We |
- recommend further that we refrain from  jesting and
Jokmg There should be no guile in our mouths. If any

. are gullty, We recommend that they be brought to account_

for such conduct before their- respective churches
| | W I-I DRAKE Chanman |

SABBATH SCHOOLS

We Your commlttee on Sabbath Schools becr leave to _' o

.subm1t the followmg report: We find to our regret, that
the1e are a goodly number of our churches, W1thout Sun-
| day Schools, and we believe to some extent this is due ¢
the neglect of the pastorg of the several churches in not
o emphasmmg this grand and noble work as they ought.
“We urge and insist that churches aided by their pastors
raise the standard highly, and take more care in the |

o trammg of the children.
S Youls for better Sunday Schools |

L. S. YATES Cha1rman : 5_3 |

| FINANCE .

We the Fmance Commlttee have 1ecc1ved $45. 41 fmm |

L'th1s assoc1at10n f01 mihute fund.
RS G. J. GILBERT Chanman

F01 expenses of V1s1tmg delegates $15 00.

- CHARACTER OF l\IINISTERS* ST.ATE OF CHURCHES. '
- We find our chm ches in good cond1t1on also our minis-
'ters We vecommend that the case of ordination brought

'-bef01e this association be’ passed over for co11S1de1 ation

by the church from which it came. .
| V\ LAMBERT, Chan man.
~5— |
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 Adjourned for preaching at 11 o’clock to re-convene
at 2 o’clock p. m. Closing_-pray_erby1Re|v. E. C. Norris.

: __;SATURDAY P. M. '
B Met accmdmg to adJournment After smgmg, had
- prayer by Rev E. Newbelry | -

TREASURER’S REPORT

B The Treasu1e1 S rep01t shows a balance of 410 -

| - J. E. DRAKE, T1easurer |
. The followmg chulches show a malntanance of Sab
bath Schools: Patmos, ‘Mt. Zion No. 1; Mt Zion No. 2; .

| Pllo*um Home, Belwew Fllendsh1p, Oak Grove New' | B

Salem. | ‘
The following chulches report the malntenance ot __

- Weekly prayer meetmo*s Mt. Zion No. 1; Evergreen Bel-

_ueW Oak Grove. R A
- The following is a list. of add1t1ona1 Ordamed Mlmst- |

“ers:d. L. Braswell, Donalsonvﬂle, Ga.; C. T. Bentz Col-
qultt Ga., L. R. Beach, Colquitt, Ga., Route 4; .
| Addltlonal list of Licensed Ministers: e
J. A. Bouldree, Qumcy, Fla.\; E. C. N01r1s Jr.,

o Colqultt Ga., ‘Route 3

- The committee on Devotmn submlts the following ad L
ditional report: Saturday night: Rev. J. I. Hatcher to

preach and Rev. E. C. Norris to conclude. Sunday a.m
At 9 o’clock, Rev. L. S. Yates fo preach; Rev. M. A.
Sheffield to conclude At 11 o'clock, Rev. W. H. Holmr |
to preach Rev. E. A. Drake to conclude. |
“Received the report of Evangelistic Work of J. L o
| Klng, which shows 53 days spent in thig work. . =~
Appomted ‘New Lake Hinton Chur ch, Donalsonvﬂle

- QGa., Twelve m1les south of Bunson Ga as the place fm



_ the next session of thisassoclation Rev. C. B. Long
~ was elected to preach the mtroductory sermon W1th Rev.

S L. R. Beach alternate

‘\HNUTES OF UNION MEETING OF SEJCON'D DIS

| The flrst Sess1on of thls Unlon met Wlth Mt G1lme1 -I
Church, Brinson, Decatu1 County, Ga on the 29 and 30th

~ of May 1915.

- The 1nt10duct01y was pleached by Rev D. R. Bras-
Well Hlected Rev D R. Braswell Mode1 at01 D J. Ro- |

'land Clerk. . L
' Seven churches weré represented Mt. G101y Chulch

R 1Qu1ncy, Fla. was appointed as place for next session.

o - Rev. D. R. BRASWELL Moderator
D.J. ROLAND Clerk. |

Second Session of Second District Umon convened _ -

. with Mt. Glory Church, Quincy, Fla., Aug. 27 28, 1915' |

Introductory by Rev. D. R. Braswell - |
"~ Rev. D. R. Braswell was elected Moderator : : " W. F.

Taylor, Clerk. Next session to convene W1th N'ew Salem

' - Chureh, M1lle1 County, Ga. -
| Rev. D. R. BRASWELL Moderatm

W F Taylor Clerk.

B MINUTES or UNION MEETING OF I‘IRST DISTRICT'

- Convened with Thompson Cnurch \/Illlel County, Ga s
 July 24,1915. Introductory was preached by Rev. J. W.
- Norris. Seven churches were represented Next sessmn--

- is to convene with Pilgrim Home Church, Baker County, -
 Ga., on Friday night before the 2nd Sunday in July 1916.

- Subject for discussion for next session:. Who was

Melch1zedek, spoken of in the 7Tth chapter of Hebrew?:

Discussmn to be led by Rev. E C. Nmrls and W. .
| T |



C. Cleney.

Rev J W NORRIS Moderatm

 B.A. SHEFI‘IELD Clelk

Vote of Thanlxs -—ThlS Association extends a vote

. of thankg to ‘Hammock Sprmgs Church and community

- for their kind hospitality shown us while with then.
Took the parting hand, and closed the session to meet with - |

- New Lake Hinton Church, Donalsonville, Decatur County,

 Ga., on Thursday night before the 4th Sunday in Oct.
"'1916 Closing prayer by Rev. J. C. Eldudge Benedlc-

tlon by Rev W. H. Holmes L
- Rev. M. A. SHEFFIELD Moderator :

J. E DRAKE. Sec. apd Treasurel T

ORDAINED MINISTERS[ -

. C. McKenon Ca1neg1e Ga
B t Long, Babcock Ga.

. L. King, Iron City, R. 2, Ga.
."A. Drake, Iron City, R. 1, QGa.
. C. Norris, Colqultt R. 3, Ga.
. L. Braswell, Donalsonvﬂle Ga.
. T. Rentz, Colquitt, Ga." =
. R. Beach, Colqmtt R. 4, Ga.
. S. Yates, Jakin, R. 1, Ga.
W NO].I‘IS Babcock Ga.

. P. N01 ris, Iron City, R. Ga.

. A. Drake, Dolalsonvﬂle Ga. .

. C. Clenny, Colqmtt R. 5, Ga.
A McLendon Colquitt, R. 1 Ga
H Edwalds Peace, Ga. -
. Norris, Colquitt, R. 2, Ga. -
Embry, Morgan, Ga. - -

Blaswell Iron Clty, Ga.
—8-——_ S
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M. B. VuSgrove Babcock, Ga.
A. B. Ard, Iron City, Ga. - s
J. F. Cleveland Blakely, R. 3, Ga.

L. L. Musgrove, Boykin, Ga.

W. Haire, Kestler, Ga

. W. Wade, Colquitt, Ga. -
A.. Sheffield, Colquitt, Ga.
C. Sheffleld Brinson, Ga.
F Hod es Eldorendo Ga

S.
M
- H.
'B

LICENTIATE MINISTERS N

— —-—

. A Bauldless Emmy, Fla

; _F A NOI‘I‘IS, Iron City, Ga.

J. - W. Alday, Brinson, R. 2, Gr_a"" .
E. C. Morris, Jr., Coljuitt, Ga.’

{

ORDER OF BUSINESS =

01 gamze |

. Call for lctters ﬂ AN vauous churches
Elect officers. co .
. Invite visiting brethl en to seats Wlth us. ..
. Call for petitionary lette1s o
. Appoint committees: = _-J' o
. Roll call and read decor um. " |
. Call for corr espondence from sxstel assocmtlon&
. Appiont comespondents to 51ste1 assomatlons

' 10. Call for report of committees,
| _';'1_1 Appoint tlme and place for next assocmtlon

.12. Call for mlscellaneous busmess
13, Adgournment | :

S= oc ~1 O U w*w-}-—t o

__f,—f9+ |




| ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM

- -

1 This - ASSOClutIOH shall be called to order by the former.

-moderator who presided at the last session, if present; if not

' - present, then the clerk, 1f he should be absent then by some other
~ brother. ) |

2. This Assoelatmn shall be Opened and closed Wltl’l prayer.

3. The moderator and ole;k of the preceeding session shall

officiate until the body is organized by eleetmg a moderator and_

clerk in any way the body may direct. | |
4, Tt shall be the duty of the moderator to ee.ll the meeting

to order to see that order is preserved, receive and submit all
questions to the body. He shall have the privilege of speaking
but must call on some other brother to preside in his place while

speaking. He shall not have the right to vote unless the body

~is equally divided, when he may cast the deciding vote.

5. The members present shall be enrolled and their namee._ |
ealled as often as necessary. -
6, The majority of the members present shall rule 1n cases,

except upon adnnssmn of new churches, whleh shall requn'e a

unanlmous vote. | | S
7. No member shall absent lnmself from the house wn;hout

leave from the moderator and no- member shall leave the aseoc1-.

ation without the consent of tht body.
-8, All ‘business shall be brought before the. body bv a move .

~and second and shall be dlsposed of according to good usage.

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than three. times

“on the same subjet nor more than fifteen minutes each tlme |

- without permission from the body. |
| 10, No person shall be disturbed. Whlle Speaklng unless he
depart from the sub,]ect and 1t wﬂl be necessary to call him to

- order. -

11, Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a time andl
he must rise to his feet and address the moderator, and must not

~use abusive language or personal reflection on any one W1thout
belng subject to a call to order by the moderator.

13. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a mlnute of the

“proceedings and read the same when called upon, to be corrected -

“atthe ‘discretion of the body, and shall prepare the minutes for
~ publication, unless the association shall appoint some one of for.

" 'that purpose. He shall keep all books and papers belongmg to

'IO—



| the assec;latlen and ;ead the. same When ordered to do se, and
- shall have such cempensatien fer hls serwces as the association
. may preserlbe ]
- 13. It shall be the duty of the cerrespendmg secretary te
. carry on ceueSpondence by writing "to persons belonging to' other-
" associations of Like faith in any way that would be likely to create:
" inttrest in this association for its promition and well bemg
14, It ‘shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep all money .
N committed to him by the assoc1at10n, and to keep the account of
- receipts- and expendltures, make a rtpert at every association if
called upon, pay out money when ordered to do so by the asso-
- ciation, and shall 1ece1ve such cempensatlon as the asseczatmn
may prescube X . S -
~13. These 1u1es of decemm may be amended at the d1c=c1etmn
- of the assecmtlen | | -

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES_-
| 1. We. believe that the Gespel chureh or a ehurch of Christ
is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed occerd-
ing to the rules laid down in the New Testament. | '
2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form
. of government and erdmances of the first Christian churches,
and be cempesed of baptized believers in Christ. | S
3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number
of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed
of the redeerned now in Heaven; and of such Christians now on
earth as are not attached to the v131ble, accerdmg te the Gespel_
rules - -- : L
, 4. That the estabhshment of a central or Cathehc gevem-_
| ment over the v151b1e church or any part thereof is a device of
~earthly ambition requgnant to the word of God and subsersw
~ to the churches and dangerous to the liberties of men. }
- b. That the Gospel churches are the only eclesiastical bodles
| 'or tribunals authorized by the ' Scriptures; that each .church
“has the unrestrleted right to administer its own government with-
out supervision of 1nterference, being under Christ  essentially
independent and absolute and that if this right is surrendered to
~ a superintending Junsdlctlon by delegatlen or etherwme the as-
- sembly then ceases to be a Gospel church.’ -

6 That churches may, neverthelees we suppose, meet by |
......11_...




| oclcgates, from an dbsoc1at1on and declare the terms upon Whlch
‘they will keep up a friendly correSpondence but that the rights

and authorlty of the churches being inalienable are in no wise

compromised by or. hindeded by entering into an assocmtlon,-
- therefore associations have no shadow of authority over churches
- or 1nd1v1duals thelr only powers belng to transact busmess Wh1ch

_‘does not peltam to churches in their eclesmstlcal capaclty, or to
| promotc mutual intercourse and concentatlon of voluntaly ef-
fort, and to gwe ‘that adv1ce to churches Whlch mw'hf W1th equal .
authonty be given by an individual. ' |
9. That the authorrty of churches is deSIgnated for the per-
- petuation of the true religion of the ‘Gospel and for the preserva-
tion.of a pure and orderly body of Chrlstlans on ea:rth that it is
fully sufficient for the pulpose intended, but 1t does not exetnd to

- the person’s property of consciences of men-in any case Whatever.

| 8. That the only requlslte to church membershlp are falth
in Christ and: obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ neces-
. sarily exists in connection with the belief in the fundemnental

 truths of Christianity, and that to prescribe any other requisite

_of church membership is an ‘assumption on the part of the church |
and a rtparture from the plan of the Gospel | |

9, That the of“ Ticers .of the church are ellers and deacons
that elders are also called bishops or pastors that all’ elders are
equal in 1ank thoue'h they may perform different function since
some may be blShOpS or pastors or particular churches, whlle oth-
ers may be 51mply eldcrs having no pastoral charge. * |

10. That the authority of the minister of the Gospel extends
to teachlng, exortatlon and rebp‘ke, but no further, tha,t he cannot_ -
perform anyact whlch belongs to the authorlty of the ‘church,
“such as the 1eceptlon of members into the church compact, of
the expulsion .of oﬂ"enders, that as member of the church he is
‘nom ore than anyp other member, and if he is guilty of trangres-
sion he is to be brought to trlal before hIS brethren and convicted .
oracquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person;
yvet wh thlnk it prudent and proper to call in’ ‘advisary help es—‘
-peclally if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy |
. .11, That Chrlstlan baptlsm is the emersion of a beliver -
in Water in thc name of the Father, and of the Son and of the '

'Holy Ghost. o | : |
- 12, That the Lord’s supper is. an oldmance to be observed in

the chureh . t111 the Lord comes,

13 The elders and dcacons Iriust be set apart to thelr ofﬁce '_ s

12



by ordmatlon by the 1mpos1t1on of the hands of the presbytery
and prayer, Wlthout which they are not authorized to admlmster
the ordlnances pertamw to t11e1r respectlve ofﬁces. | *

e CHURCH .._DECOR._UM

e 3 . -' .

1. The church mey choose a pastor annually at the last
1egular conference in associational year; or if. they prefer, it may
chose a po.stor for an.indefinite length of time to contmue from -
‘year to year, so long as they may ‘deem 1t proper to Leep up the
connection. - L i - o
| 2. "When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen a*
| enother time; but if the choice be made at a special conference,
the. time must be appointed at a ‘monthly meeting . of the church.

3." The pastor shall be the moderator of the church, ‘but when -
he is absent or does not sit-as moderator, being present some
suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his. place |
" 4, There shall be two or more deacons in the church Whose
~duty it shall be to supermtend the collection and disbursement
of the contributions made by the church for the pastor ete.,
and to distribute ‘the bread and wine in the admmlstratlon of the -
Lord’s supper. o -

5. The deacons shall tahe notlce of such members as refuse |
or neglect to partake of the Lord’s supper and endaevor to as-
certain the cause, that the same may be lald before the church in
conference if necessary. | - :

- '‘Some suitable member shall be appomted clerk and it
shall be his duty to do all the recording and other ertmg per-._
taining to the business of the church and to preserve a f11e of o
‘the minutes of the assocmtlon B - |

- 7. When a new clerk 1S appomted all the boo,ks, ete., be-
| longmg to the clerk shell be 1mmed1etely dehvered to. hlm by h1s
pxedecessor | - L ‘ | ST 2
- 8, When a. church deems 1t necessary, a comm1ttee of not
less- then three male ‘members well acqualnted Wlth busmess
shall be appomted whose, duty it shall be ‘to give adwce to
brethren who apply to them relatwe to cases of dealmg, ete., With
:the ‘churches. : Cor |
" 9. The church shall hold two days meetmg monthly, embrac-
ing Seturday and ‘the Lord’s day following, the. ﬁrst of ‘.‘Vh!(‘hl

_ -shnll be the regular tlme of conference
. T 13 e
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10 It shall be the duty of every member, male and female,-
_to -attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day

- the pastor is expected to instruct the church in special manner

by- giving plain and pomted lessons on doctrme dlsc1p11ne and
the rule of holy living. . , -
| 11, Any male member who shall fail to attend three succes-.-
‘sive conferences, and any member whatever who may be gener-
- all remiss in attending the meetings of the church according to .
~ the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear in conference
'.s-land answer for his neglect, but the church may exempt members.
“from this rule if necessary. o , I -
12. Conference, after prayer or dwme strv1ces, shall - be |
dpened as follows: I. Inviting visiting brethren to seats. 2, Open- .
ing the door of the church for the reception of members. 3. Call-
| “ing for tht reading of the minutes of the last conference.- 4. Call-
- ing for absentees. 5. For agknowledgments. 6. For references or
“ deferred business. .7, For new matters of dealing, which are to
come before the body 8.. For miscellaneous business. - -
: 13, Visiting brethren, as helps calls in from sister churches, -
'shall 'be allowed to speak and make motions and seconds, but not
allowed to vote, |

. 14. Any orderly ‘member of the Baptlst church may be re-
| celved in to the church without letter, when it is made apparent |
that ‘his Christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has
| apphed for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to
 join this or some sister church All other membels must Jom by' |
'letter or baptlsm. | R -

"15, No member shall be recelved vnthout the unamious con-
- sent of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall
" not be valid, and unless withdrawn the member who makes them
-shall be liable to be taken under dealmg by the church.
77716, When the moderator calls for absentees, the. clerk shall
" inform the church what members have been absent from three
‘'successive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some
brother or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.
~ 17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited ver~
bally or in writing, to attend his trlal prov1ded his_ re51dence be .

~ known to the church. ~ - ~ |

18. When a Wltness, not a member of the church, _13 intro-
" “duced, he shall not be examined till the question has been put to"
'l _the church Will you hear the testimony of this witness? *

19, The - evidence in evey case of dealing and achnouledg- |
. Y- | |



| Jduct

ment shall be mmuted in the church. book N ~

20 Members: dismissed from the church by Ietter who be-"'
comes dlsorderly or continue to hold their lettele withont a good -
reason, shall be cited to the conference to. answer for the1r~ con-

21. Expelled members may be - restored to fellowshlp on

_ ‘their pet1t1on of their walk since expulsion has convinced the
church that they have sincer ely repented of thelr fo f'mer evil

o conduct

"22.-A vote shall not be ta‘ken upon e.ny questlon W 1tho ut a move
Iand a second, and in all lmportant questlons the vote Jhell be
) taken by rising to the feet.. R
- . No motion shall be made Whﬂe a move and second is
'before the conference. - I | E
- ° 24, It shall be: considered dleorderly for.any member to-. ab-
sent himself flom conference when an important questicn is to bhe
‘decided; but a member upon. his’ request may be exempted :Erom-
'votmg on either side in: peculiar cases. o |
25 No member shall leave the. house dunng conference WIth-

8 out a sufficient cause nor. engage in conversation or ‘Wh]eperlng

without being subject to be called to order by the r:oderator.
.26, All discussions: in . conference. must .be condueoed with
_calmness and ‘good feeling; those who speglt must rise 1o their
feet and-address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate.
27, No one shall Speak more than three times on the same

. 'motion without permission from the moderator, nor. shmi the re-

‘marks of any one be unreasonably long.

-28. When the moderator speaks.in debate he must nommape
'-some brother moderator in his stead.

29. No one shall be mterrupted Whlle spealﬂng unlers 1t 15.

"necessary to call him to order. A
“30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the edmlms-

tration of the Lord’s:Supper-at least four t1mes a year, and the
expenses are to be paid by the church. S

© ' 81, Members not in- good standing shall not - commuoe but
the admlmstratlon shall - not be deﬁ"ered on account of any orch-.
" nary matter of dealing. .- - |
| 32. Feet washmg shall be atttnded to as the chorch sees'
proper, : | . |
33. Public fastmg, humﬂlatlon and prayer shall be obeerved

on proper occasions.
| 34 It shall be the duty of the pastor to tefke up eollectlons

“"'"""1 O




quarterly for the support of home missions work. | |

30. It shall be the duty of each church when calling a pas—'_'
tor to accompany the call Wlth the emount they egree to pay him
for his. services. o

36 It shall be the duty of the church to appomt a commlttee N

'.to revise the church' book once a year.

o 37. This decorum may be altered or amended by the vote of
. two—thwds of the members present ot any two successwe monthly'

L

conferenees S

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION

-1 A chulc.h proper in its lowest sense is a bodyr of Chrls-'
tlens united and congregated together for the purpose of WOI‘Shlp-
ing God and promoting His cause, and in which the Gospel is regu-
larty preached; the ordinances duly administed and the principles .

of holiness encouraged and practlced Each church or body thus -
§fqrmed is separate and independent in its self; posessing the

right to direct its own affairs .in its own way, subJect only 'in
~ ¢ertain difficult cases to arbitration by .sister churches. Such
.churches may, however, unite in associational ecapacity for purposes

~ of more thorough organiation, efficient work and for the general
. and mutual good of all without surrendermg any of thelr 1nd1v1— o

dual rights. Therefore the churches hereinafter mentloned resolve |
themselves into a body" eclesiastic to be known as the M'u'tm As-'
~ sociatior’ of Free Will ‘Baptist, which shall meet annually at such
time and place as may be awreed upon by the body at .its annual
meetmg | S - L |
2. The assocmtlon when assembled shall be composed of all

‘ministers of the assocmtlon ‘both ordained and licentiates, and

the delegates or messengers chosen by the sev eral churches from
tlme to time for that purpose. o - - |
8, ‘The number of delegates to be detelrnmed by member- -
ship ' of the respective churches. To s1mp11fy this we will state

that any church is entitled'to two delegates, it matters not how
few members itimay have That after it has attalned ﬁfty mem-
bers it shall then be ent1t1ed to one delegate to every twenty -five
members, or fractional part thereof, until it has reached one hun-

- dred; then for every fifty or fractional pal‘t thereof and go on in-

o creasmg in this ratio to, any number.

C 4 The officers of the assoolatlon shall. cons1st of a modem-




_tor, clerk and treasurer to-be chosen annually from the members |
present; moderator and Cle]ik to be elected by ballot. SRS |
5 It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside- over the ~

| _#body during the session at which he is elected, call the next sue-

- ceeding session to order, enfelce the rules of decorum decidé all
questions of d1se1plme, and 1n case of a tle, te cast the demdmg .
. vote. * - | o '
6. It shall be the duty of the elerk to keep an aceurate Te-
cerd of the business transactions of the association, supermte*‘id the
printing of the minutes and draW on the treasurer for the funds to
- dischdrge the expenses of the same. He shall hold office  until
 his successor is elected and installed, and shall receive sueh com-~
pensatlon for hlS services as the assecmtlen may deen‘* nreper te
allow. | o | |

7. There shall be an executive committee of discrete brethren '
appointed annually by the moderator, or elected by the body who
shall properly be the association in recess, and whose duty may
be more fully defined from time to tlme by the r1ssa';c1st1(.‘:ri The
~treasurer shall be ene of the number.

3, When the assocmtlon 1is assembled a maJorlty of ell the
- members enrolled shall be 1"equ11ed to - i'erm a - quorum for the
llermactlen of Lusiness.

Al del)etes shall be cenducted m a chustlsn and sretheﬂw-

Spll‘lt ‘all' shall be allowed the. prwﬂege of speaking on any ques- |
tion which is sebmltted to the consideration of.the body.
10, - Every speaker shall rise from his seat, address the mod-

crator, and keep to the questlon in debate, and shall sveld all_'
_‘m“e]flsant reflections and: persenahtles T

11. No b1othel shall be allowed to censume more ihan ﬁf-—'

ccen minutes in one speeh, or speak more than twice on the same - -
subJect except by permission from the moderator or bedy. » ° ,~ .

12.  All questions shail be submitted by move and second
~ the first motion taking preccdence in point of order. Every mo-
tion seconded must be acted upon, unless withdrawn by the mover.
13. The business shall be taken up in order according to the
'sub,]omed plan,. unless it becomes necessmy to suspend tbe repu-
Nlar rules for a time for purpeses which eppear proper. R

14. The moderator shall at each session invite cerlespondmg
delegetes from other bodies of our own order, and also mlmsters
~ from other denominations to seats when thus seated, shell be

entltled to the friendship of honorary members.
| |



ASSOCIATIONAL LOVENANT e

. -_— — - iy

Havmg been as we trust brought together to orgamze an -
assocmtmn' by d1v1ne grace to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ,

to give ourselves up wholly to Him, we joyfully and solemnly.
covenant with each other to walk together in Him, with all humil-

ity ‘and brotherly love; to watch over each other for good and .

~ stir up.each other to love and good works, and not forsaking the
- frequent assembling of ourselves together with our neighbors* -
~to worship God according to His revealed will, as occasion may R
' require; to warm, rebuke and admonish each other according to -
. the ‘rules of the Gospel, that the knowledge may be thereby

promoted to-the end. We will uphold the public worship of God
and the ordinances of His house, and hold constant cQmmunion

~with ‘each  other therein; and we will cheerfully cotribute our
] plepelty for the maintainance of a faithful minister of the Gos-

pel amcng us and for the extension of the blessed Redeemers

| ..kmgdem Lmversally ' We will not omit family and closet rehglen' -: o
at home nor. allow ourselves in the two common neglect of the
_great and important duty of religiously training of our ehlldren

for the service of God and the cenjoyment of heaven. We will al- |
S0 symnat"nze with each other in seosons of temptation and afllic- |
tion, and be ready to distribute tot he necessities of the saings,

‘We will especially pray for and with each other for the churches

universally, for the promised effusion of the Holy Spirit for the

_prosperity of Zion, and the ingathering oft he elect; and may the
"God of peace, Whe' brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus
- Christ, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of
the everiasting covenant, make us perfect in every good work to
" do His will, that we may not only enjoy a name and place in the

church on carth but finally with His glorious church of the first

boin of Haaven in ascribing blessings,  honor, mwht meJesty

"and demmlen to Him who sitteth on the throne and the Lamb

| fGl ever:
i ) |-‘ ) ‘,I. ,r I .

' DOCTRINAL VIEWS o

We b slieve that the Holy Bible was ertten by men dlvmly

'j 1nsp1rtd and is a treasure of Heavenly instructioin that has a
~God -for-its. author, salvation for its end and truth without mix-
| Itm‘e of error foz its matter; that it reveals the pr1nc1ples by

| -__..13_...



which God will judge us, and therefore, it shall remain with us to

~ the end of time, the true center of christian union and the sup-
-f'reme standald to Whmh :111 human conduct and oplmons should
‘conform, o : - S

| 2. That there is one true and. hvmg God whose name is
J ehovah, the maker'and ruler of Heaven and earth 1nexpre351bly

glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence and .

love, revealed in the personal distinction of Father, Son and Holy
- Ghost, equal in every divine perfection, and executmg dlstlnct
- but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption. - |
- 8. That man was created in a state of holiness under the
laws of his Maker, but. by voluntary transgression fell from that
“holy and happy state, in consequence of which men art sinners,
not by constramt but by choice, being by nature utterly void of
that holiness 1equ11ed by the law of God, wholly given to the

‘gratification of the world, of Satan and their own sinful passions -

~and therefme, under just condemnatlon to eternal rum W1th0ut-
defense or excuse. = = | o |

4. That the salvatlon of sinners is Wholly of grace through-
‘the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took upon him our
nature; yet without sin honored the law by his personal obedi- -
ence, and made atonement for sin by His death; being risen from
the dead He is now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in -His
“wonderful person the tender sympathies with divine perfection, is
every way qualfied to be a sultable compaqsmnate and all suﬂicl-
ent Saviour. ’ SR ‘ :

‘5. That the glea.t Gospel blessmfrs ‘Wthh Chrlst of His i'ull-
ness bestows on such as believe on Him is Justlflcatlon that just-
fication consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal life
upon principles of r1ghteousness, that it is bestowed, not in con-
 sideration of anything which we ‘have done, but solely through

- His own righteousness and atonement, and that it brmgs us into

. a state of most blessed peace and favor with God.

6. That the bltssings of salvation are made free to. all by-' |
'_the Gospel, that it is the immediate duty. of all to receive them
by a cordial and obedient falth and that nothing prevents the

salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own voluntary .

réfusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Ch11st Which refusal. Will |
sub_]ect him to aggmvated condemnation: " - " ’
| 7. That in order to be saved we must be 1egenerated or born"
© again. That regeneration conmsts of wwmg a holy disposition to . -
 the ‘mind, and is effected in a manner above our comprehensmn'




by the power of the Holy Splrlt producmg a voluntary obedience
to the Gospel; and that its proper evidence is found in the holy
fruits which we bring forth to God. g
8. That election is the gracious purpose of God accmdmg to

which He rtgenerates sanctifies and saves sinners. That being
perfectly consistent W1th the free agency of man, it complehends.x
“all means with the end, that it is a2 most glorlous d1Splay of God’s

goodness, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable that it utter-
ly excludes boasting and promotes ‘humility, prayer, plalse trust
in God, and actwe 1m1tatlon of His free mercy; _that it encourages

the use of means 1n the hlghest deglee that it is the foundation

- of christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to 0111-— o
selves, demands and deserves our utmost d1hn*ence | o
9, That the preserving attachment of true believers to Chmst-

is the grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial -pro-

fessors; that a spec1a1 prowdence watches over their welfale and

that they are kept by the power of God through falth unto salva-' |
: tlon - o
10, That the law of God is the eternal unchangeablo 1ule of

Hig government that 1t 1s holy, just and good, that the mablhty_-_ '

which the scriptures abseribe to fallen' man to fulfill the precepts

- arise entirely from’ their-love of sin to deliver them from which,. N
~and. to restore them. through a mediator to unfeigned obedlence\

to the Holy law is one design of the Gospel and’ the means ot-_
grace connected with the e§tab11shment of the visible church.

-~ 11, That the’ first day of the ‘week is the Lord’s day, or
Christian Sabbath; that it should be ,kept sacred to religious pur-
poses by abstammg from all secular labor and recreation by the
~direct observance of all means of g‘race, both public and plwate,,
and prepare for the rest which remains for the people of God.

12, That civil government is of divine appointment for the o

intrest.of good order of human soc1ety, that the maglstrates are -
to be prayed for consc1entlous1y honored and obeyed in all things
‘not contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 18. the' |
Lord of consclence and Prince of the kings of eaIth | : |

13. That there is a radlcal and essential dlf‘ference between_
the righteous and wicked, and that such only as ‘are justified by'
faith in the name of the Lord Jesus and is sanctified by the Spirit
of God as are truly rlghteous in His esteem while all such as
continue in impentence and unbelief are, in His sigth, wmked and
under the curse and this dlstmctlon holds good among men both

in and attet death | |
00—
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14, That the end of thlS 'WOI‘ld is tlpproe.chmg when Chrlst
will descend from Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to
~final retribution, that a solemn seperatlen will thtn take place,

. the righteous being adjudged to ‘everlasting happiness and the

~ wicked to.endless punishment, and this judgment ‘will forever
fix the final state of ‘men in heaven -or hell on principles of

rlghteousness ——J ohn 5:25; Matt 25:31-34, 41 46.

A il

" :ARTICLES OF FAITH

Ea

o \' THD SCRIPTURES The scxlptures of the Old and New,

Testaments were given by the 1n5p1rat10n of God, and are binding
on all as our only rule of faith' and practice. There is only one
living and true God, infinite in all His ettrlbutes,_the Creator,

Preserver and Gevernor of the Umverse, revealed to us in the

Qeriptures as Father, Son’ and Spirit.
- 2.-CHRIST, He is God manifest iln the flesh belng in His

divine nature true Ged, in His Human nature true man, united

ir the person of Messmh as the medlater for the redemptmn ef

the world .

3, THE HOLY - SPIRIT He possesses all personal dwmeﬂ at-

tributes being the Reformer, Comforter and Sanctifier of men.
4. DIVINE PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE. The purposes of

| er‘ are eternal and immutable, and his wise and Holy providence
is aver all beings and all things to secure HIS only ﬂ*lery and the e

" the highest welfare of all creatures. :
5, ORIGINAL STATE AND FALL OF N[AN Man was -

. erated upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and"
condemnation. All his posterity inherit his fallen nature, which

is cherished by indulgence; so all who come to years of mordl

| Leceuntablhty, sin and come short of the ‘glory of God.

THE ATONEMENT, Christ in His great compassion of-.

| -i'ered Himself as a sacri ice -In our stead, and thus by His life
- suffering and death, made an atonement which is full and free to
all, and cpens the only way to salvation.

7

»

21l spiritual blessings are bestowed upon .us.

- 8. CONDITIONS OF SALVATION. These are repentances

implying godly sorrow for open concession and other renuncia-

tions of sin, faith or the unregerved commlttal of the mind and
........21__. | ,

GRACE. No one can by his own work, merit and obtain
salvation which is wholy of the grace of God, and through which




- heart to receive, obey and trust in Christ, regeneration by the
Holy Spirit, whereby the soul is. freed from the dominion of sin
-~ and brought into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

. y. ELECTION, God has not fixed the future state of man by .
any unconditional decree, but determlned from the begmmng te |
~save all who would comply with the conditions of salvation.

| 10. PERSERVANCE 'None will be ﬁnally saved but those |
_Who, thfough grace, preserve in holiness.

11. SALVATION FREE. God desn‘es the salvatwn of all, the

~ Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strlves with all, and whoso-.
- ever will may come and take of the water of life freely. |
12. THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will - is not;

'controlled by any fatal necessﬂ;y or external force, but is free

and self determined, havmg power to yleld to gracious 1nfluences.- ,
or remst them and perish.

13, GOSPEL ORDINANCE Baptlsm or the emersion of be-~
lievers in water, and the Lord’s Supper are ordinances. to ba
perpetuated under the Gospel of umversal ebhgetlon and to be ad-s

o mlnlstered to all true behevers

14.. THE SABBATH The Chrlstlan Sabbath is a dwme in-

stltutlen binding on all, and should be observed by abstammg |

from -all secular business, amusements and consecrtaed to the -

worship of God and to spiritual improvement.

15, THE RESURRECTION Final Judement and fmal retrl-u

bution—Christ will make His' second appearance at the end of "
" the world, when the dead will be raised, the judgment will set, the

- righteous will be received to eternal blessednessa and the wicked.
bamshed to endless suﬁ"ermg..- -

S



"FORM OF LETTER TO ‘AssoczlATIoN

(S

| 'State of Gemgla County 0 T O
B We, the ehurch of Christ, ‘of the Free Will order, sendeth]
greetings to the ministers, messengers and delegates composing
the annual sessmn of the Mertln Umted Free will Baptlst Asso-

cmtwn to be held Wlth Church{ |

A

l‘ L '.-. « = -- - -.:l'. - - [ l.t " BB e s County
We send as delegates
..'; * B I L I ] l.l‘ .I' LI N A l « &5 B I . . & B p l- " B ' Il » & B & % & & B A B B ’ I‘+l » l'..l' .-. Whom We deem . -

worthy of seats in your - ‘honorable body |
- The condition of our Church 1is as follows, Meetmg days

Sundey, received by letter veny recewed on pro-
| fe.eéieﬁ Chennena restered R baptlzed e e ex_cluded ,f'
. RERE dlqmissed by letter ... ., died L | | |
We send as minute fund $ cer i -Rev; '..-'I_. o

,was our pestor last year. Rev
is our present pastor We have hcensed 1;0 "
'preach the Gospel ,
We have ordained _to preach the G05pel_.

REIIATKS +vsvrvrvrs ssvnrees srsenre snnssssesssressnses
'Lhis done by order of the Church in Conference. | |

' i e veeressssseses. Moderator.
j.l._...;.;...,','...,.._'......._.'_.;'.'.._..;,Clerk.-, | \
. Post office of Clerk .... i .+.... County, Ga.

erte petition below in conference if wanted

—23—
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L. L. Musgroves

|Boykin, Ga,

- STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE MARTIN UNITED ASSOCIATIO ~-—19i5 .
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iGolden Light = |C.B.Long  |D. W.Lane . [Iron City, Ga. ° 3 ol 2| 0 . 0f 0f 1 0] 55/$5.00{$60.G0 |
Belview ~ |M. A. Sheffield [J. D. Cleveland Colquitt, Ga. &l sl1elicl1e{30 3 3{207| 4.00| 47.60 §
- |Pleasant Hl“ - {J. W. Norris - : | | - | 3| o 38/ 1.30 \
{Friendship E. C. Norris - |W. A. Strickland [Colquitt, Ga. 1 81 71 4} 3 2| 1] 1| 81 2.75] 35.20 §
tCorinth {A. P. Norris F. W. Cordell {ron City, Ga.. 2! 8 ¢ ¢| & 1} 6] 0}145] 3.00 75.00 {
- jPatmos J. G. Harris W.E.Rooks = [Arlington, Ga. 3|0/ 0 2/ 7| 0| 1] ¢ 57| 2.00/1C2.00 §
jNew Salem - = |M.A.Sheifield  D. J. Roland Co’quitt, Ga. 1l 2| ¢l 3 o & 3 ¢ 79 2.50] 30.50 ¢
Baptist Vineyard |C. B. Long . W. H. Richardson |Donalsonville, Ga. | 2| 3] 0} 6 06| 0 0 1] 3§ 138G - - 3§
|Thompson- =~ - 1J. W. Norris |W. D. Hair _ Colquitt, Ga. | 4| 0{27| 0/28| 2| 0] G} 77} 1.60
[Mt. Gilmer - {D. R. Braswell . |T, C. Kelly Bainbrige, Ga. R3 3| 0} ¢} 6] O] 4] 0} 1| 6C] 2.606) 2
JPilgrim Home . |S. W. Haire J. T.Hilbuin Newton, Ga, . 3l ol ¢l 0] -1 ¢| 2] G 24{ 1.56| 17.00 §
|Mt. Zion . G. Harris - C. G. Jordan = |Arlington, Ga. 2| 0| 8, 0| 8 ¢ o0f O 31] 1.00] 93.20 §
New Light - - - \J. W. Norris B. A. Sheffield' Colgnitt, Ga. 1! @| 4| 6| 5/ ¢ 0 Of 39 1.00 o]
]Bethsaide | | o , | R T R P | . ]
Hebrew . J. L. King  y. Sullivant Donalsonville, Ga.3| 4| 2| 6| 0| ©| & 0| G| 40; 131 5
New Lake Hmton H. C. Sheffield - D, Turnage Donalsonville, Ga.3| 2| 0[18| 0/18] 1| 2| O} 40| 3.00] 20.00 ¢
{Evergreen - \W. H. Edwards |j, 0, Musgroves |Elmerdell, Ga. 2 3| of 2| 11| 1| 0| O 57| 1.50, 18.00 |
New Home . |E, A, Drake J. C. Roberts Colquitt, Ga. -1 IR R S N A Ny | 0"00 ;
iMt. Zion No. 2 L. L. MusgPOVGS" J. L. Goodman ﬁlilf{:ﬂj"‘ilr Ga. 31 31 0 0 _' 0 0 O 0} 21 80 5 'OO 3
 [Springfield ©~ - |M. A. Sheffield  |J W. Noble Jakin, Ga. 4l ol 3l o s of ol 1| es| 3.00] 15.09
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