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Ordained !WmiSters \ 

J. M. EMANUEL,.Tallahasse, Fla. 
H. G. SMITH, Tallahassee, Fla. 
W. F. HASKINS;Woodville, Fla. 
E. A. DRAKE, Brinson, Ga., R. 1 !. 
L. R. "BEACH, Colquitt, Ga., R., 4. 
L. S. YATES, Jaldn, Ga., R. 1 
J. W. NORRIS, Babcock, Ga1 
A. P. NORRIS, Iron City', Ga. · 
w-:' A. DRAKE, ~la, .Ga. · 
W. C. Clenny, Colqu~tt, Ga., R. 5. 
W. H. EDWARDS, Leary, Ga. 
J. D. MOODY; Babe~, Ga., R. 5. 

· G. 'T. BROXTON .. River Junction, Fla. 
. l . L.. JOHNSON, Quincy .. F1a., R. 1. 
W,. H. STEVENS, Donalsonville, Ga., R. 2. 
A. B. ARD, -Brinson, Ga. . 
J . F. CLEVELAND, Jobnsoil, Fla. 
L. L. MUSGROVE. Milford; Ga. 
S. W. HAIRE, Babeock, Ga. . 
F. W. WADE, Colquitt, Ga. 
M.A. SHEFFIELD. Blakely,. Ga., R. 2. 
J. A. BAULDREE, Mt.. Pleasant,. Fla. 
E. F. Wii.tLuls. Colqui~ Ga. 
C. C. CATO, Colquitt, Ga. " 
C. G. FOUNTAIN, Tallahasse, Fla., Star Route • 

. 
Licentate Ministers 

~. W. ALDRAY1 Donalsonville. Ga. -... 
M. V. GRAY, Tallabaesee._Fla, 
L. B. P AltKER. Tallahassee. Fla. 
ALBERT HARTSFIELD, Tallahasaee, Fla. 
'J. T . EDWAiq>S, Newton, Ga., R. 2, 
H. r.. CATREfrr, Eadorendo, GBt 

' H. L. ROJfE.RTS, Colquitt; Ga. 
..~ 
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12. 

Order of' Business 

Organize. 

·Elect Oftieers. 

Call for let~rs from various churches 

Invite visiting brethren 1;<> seat~ with us. 

Call for petitionary letterlf. 

Appoint committees. 

Roll call and read decorum. 

Call for col'J"eapondence from sister associations. 

Appoint correapondents to sister associations. 

Call for report of committees. 

Appoint. time and place for next session. 

Adjournment. 
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• 
Minutes of the Thirty-'fhird .Aimua1 Session of the Martin 

Uuited Free-Wlll Baptist A880Ciation, Held With New 
Home Church, MUler County, Georgia, on 

October 24th and 25~h, 1919. 
-i. • ~ • .. ~ • • ;· • • • 

. PROCEEDI~~ 'I . • • 

Friday, A. M., October, 24th at Eleven o'clock an Introduc­
tory Sermon was. preached by "JWV.' M. A. Sheffield, Rev. W. A. 
Drake, Alternate. Text: 4th Chapter, o~ 1st Timothy, 16th 

. verse, "Take heed unto thyself and J.~nto the Ooctrine; continue 
in them for in doing this thou shalt··both save thyself and them 
that hear thee." Closing prayer l~.d by }lev .. W~. H. Stevens. 

. . Adj_9urried lintir 2 o'~clock'P: - ~:. · B-enediction 'Hy Rev. E. F. 
Williams. . . . .... · ~ •, ·' .· ,_- . . I ' . : r 

FRIDAY P .. -~M·· 2- O'CLOCK.. : .• . 
Association ~lled to 9~d.er .bY Rey,_M.,J,\. ~~JI\~}4· Mode~~or. 
Sang hymn, read 91st Psalm, had prayer led' l:)y R ~.v. E.~. 

Drake. .. ·. 
Oonference was organized for business by electjng'Rev. M.A. 

Sheffield Moderator; J. E. Drake Secretary and Treasurer. 
Call for Corresponding Le{ters from the Various Churches. 

The following churches, with their representatives, were en­
rolled. Brothers I. B. Bush and W. B. Griffin were appointed to 
read the letter.s. 

GHURCHES REPRESENTATIVES 
Corinth: J •. E. Howard, Joel Norris, S. D: Miller, J. L. Barber. 
Patmos: W. B. Griffin, J. F. Griffin. 
New Salem.- C. J. Gilbert, D. J. Roland, E. M. Munday, 

W. A. Barber, Oscar Newberry. 
Pleasant Grove: L. D. Barber, E. B. Perry, M. Gurr. 

- Hammock Springs: A. A. Dunn, Dan Lawson. 
Spring Field : T . • T. Hill, C. H. Sheffield. 
Evergreen: J. 0 . :Musgroves. 
Mt. Zion No. 1: C. G. Jordan. 
Hebrew-: E.'D. Strickland. 
Pleasant Hill: Not Represented. 
Mt. Zion No.2: J. L. Goodman. " 
Friendship: W. F. Norris, W. A. Sheffield. 
Hopewell: Cadelle Dowdny, H. L. Catrett, F. E. Norris. 
Lake Bradford: Avery Hartsfield: 
Belview: J. J. George! J . W.liaire. . _ 
~ew Home: G. F. Middleeon, G. J. Roberts; G. G. Middle-

ton, J. W .. Weaver:/ · 
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Thompson: A. S. P. Dawson . 
Mt. Gilead: J. S. Heard. 
Pilgrim Home: W. J. Hilburn, J. A. Addison, R. M. Brunson. 
New Light: C. R. Brown, James Kimbrell, G. W. Norris. 
New Lake Hinton: G. R. Clayton, E. D. Burk. 
Mt. Glory: Not Represented. 
Baptist ~ineyard: Not Represented. 

Called for Petitionary Letters. 
None. 
Appointed the following Committees: 
One Devotional Services: J . E. H,oward, C. J . Gilbert, C. G . 

Jordan, G. F. Middleton, Dan Lawson. 
On Sabbath Schools: W. B. Griffin, J . J. Drake, J. M. Miller. 
On SuggestioD6~ W. A. Drake, J. G. Harris, L S. Yates . 

" On Temperance: W H. Drake, E. A. Drake, Oscar Newberry. 
On Executive: W. H. Drake, J . E. Howard, J. J. Drake, 

G. W. J. Barber, G. W. Chambers . 
On Nominations: J. W Haire, W. A. Drake, C. G. Jordan·. 

Wallace Griffin, T. J. Hill. . 
On Finance : C. J. Gilbert, C. H. Sheffield, W. F. Norris 

J. E. Drake. 
On character of Ministers and State of Churches: W. A. 

ber, J. W. Haire, A. A. Dunn, E. D. Strickland, E. M. Munday. 

Report of Committee on Devotion 
Rev. W. H. Stephens to preach Friday night. Rev. L. L. 

Musgroves to conclude, 
Saturday A. M., 11 o'clock, Rev. J. G. Harris tq llfeach, 

Rev. J. W. Norris to conclude. 
. C. J. Gilbert, Chr. 

Adjourned to convent at 9 o'clock A. M., Saturday"- · Closing 
prayer by W. H. Drake, Benediction by Rev. J . G. Harris. 

SATURDAY, A.M., NINE O'CLOCK. 
Met according to adjournment. 
After singing, had prayerr led by Rev. J. T. Edwards, called 

roll and perfected lists of ministers and delegates. 
Read Deconun. Called for correspondence from Sister Asso-

ciations. Received the following: , 
From Midway( of Georgia, James Cheshire, T. G. Harvey, 

Rev. E. C. Williams, Rev. W. A. McDonald, Rev. J. G. Harris. · 
Next Session to convene with New Light Church, Morgan, 

Ga., Wednesday before 1st Sunday in November, 191•9. 
Appointed Correspcndence to. Sister Ass~iations as follows: 
To. Midway, of Georgia: G. G. Jordan, H. L. Roberts. 
To Liberty, of Georgia: Rey. L. S. Yates, Rev. E. A. Drake. 
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To State Line, of 1\.la'b>ama: Rev. M.A. Sheffield, Rev. W. H. 
Stephens. . J . 1 ·• . · 

To Little River : Rev. J . W/. Norris, H. ·L. Catrett. 
To Georgia Union: ·Rey. L: L.-Musgroves, Rev. J. T. Edwards. 
To.Salem, of Florida: Rev. M . .(i. Sheffield, F . W. Wade, 

Avery Hartsfield, J. E. Drake. 
To Chattahochee: Rev. L. S. Y:ates, -R.ev. E. A. Drp.ke. 
To South Georgia: Rev. E. F. Williams, Rev. W. A. Drake. 

Received · t1ie Following Committee Reports. 
On f'emperance:. We, your Committee on Temperance beg 

to submit the followmg: We .recommend that all our members 
be stric~ly tei_nperate in the highest sense of the word, doing only 
such thmgs m O!!r everyday wall\ in life, as we feel would be 
pleasing and acceptable in tlie sight of our God. ' 

. W. ,H. DRAKJi:, Chainpan 

On Sabbath &hools: We, the Committee on Sabbath Schools 
beg to submit · the following: ' We find a few churches mai~· 
taining s&bbat·h Schools, as we. dee. m i_t ·very essentian to our we 1 
their diligence and wel1'doing' in this matter. We :recommend th t 
all. ~e chilrches put f orth a double effort in organizing and main­
ta~m~g Sabbath Schools, as we deem ie very essential to our w~ 
bemg as ~genU!' fot- Christ in advancing his cause. · 

J .' M~ MILLER, Chairman. 

_Adjourned for ·preaching. to re-convene at 2 o'clock P. M. 
Closmg prayer. by Rev. W. A .. McDonald. Benediction by Rev 
W. A. Drake. · · · 

· SATURDAY P. M. 
Opening prayer led by Rev. A. P. Norris. 
Report 'of Committees continued. 
We, YO';Jf Committee on ·Characte~ of Ministers and State of 

Ch~ches, fmd ~o. far a8 we can &;SCertain, t hat all our· churches 
are m good standmg and fellowship 'and all our Ministers are in 
fellowship except 'Bro. D; R. ·Btaswell. We find t hat his life is 
such ~s . to be unOecoJlling to one engaged in the high calling of 
the Mimstcy_. and .re.commend. that. he be. dealt- with and silenced 
frem preachmg unhl he straightens up his life. . 

· RespectfuJly submitted, . 
W. A. BARBER, Chairman. 

. We, YO!ll' 9o~niittee. on· Nomiiuitions, .beg to submit the fol­
lovy~.n.&'. ; V! ~ adVIse ~hat the neJt:t· Session of· this Assotiation 
convene wit}).. ~he .connth chpr.cli, p-on: ~ity, Ga., and that Rev. · 
E . A. D~ake preaeb the Introductorv Sermon ..... and J W No .... IS. 

Alternate: · · .. - ~ · · u 

w. A. DRAKE, chairman. 

/ 
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On Finance. We, your Committee on Finance, have re­
ceived $76.35 from this Association. 

G. J. GILBERT, Chairman. 
On Suggestions: We, your Committee on Suggestions, sub­

. mit the following: We suggest that the Martin Association be 
'represented in the State Convention and the expenses of a dela­
gate be paid by thiS body, and that we blend our effor:ts with our 
Sister As§ociations for the support of ·an Orphans Home in our 
State and that we give of our means as the Lord prospers us to 
the support of his cause in general and take better care of our 
Pastors by a Board, or Committee, for the purpose to see that he 
is paid for time and expenses. 

L.S. YATES, Chairman. 

Report received and Committee relieved. Resolved to adopt 
the above report. 

On Devotion, co,y.tinued : 
,. Rev. H. L. Roberts preach Saturday nig1lt. 

Rev. F . W. Wade to Conclude. 
Rev. E. A. Drake Sunday 11 o'clock. 
Rev. L. S. Yates to conclude. 

C. J . GILBERT, Chairman . . 
Resolved to examine Ministers that have not been examiiled 

at the Unicn Meeting at Hammoc}t Springs Churc~ Donaldson­
ville, Ga., on Friday, before the fourth Sunday in July, 1920. 

Appointed Bro. G. L. Cleveland, Sunday School. Evangelist 
for 1st District, and Rev. L. S. Yates, for 2nd District, of this 
Association. . . ' 

Appointed Corinth Church, Iron City, Decatur County, Ga., 
as the place for the next session of this Association, commeljcing 
Thursday night before the 4th Sunday in October, 1920. 

Rev. E. A. Drake was elected to preach the Introductory' 
Sermon; Rev. J. W. Norris Alternate. 

Delegates will be met at Iron City, Ga. 
Extended our thanks to New Home Church and community 

for the courtesy shown us during this session. 
Resolved to pay Secretary $15.00 for his services. 
Elected Rev. L. S. Yates delegate to State Convention, in 

\ Turner county. Resolved to chaw on Treasurer for $8.00 for 
his expenses. . 

· Adjourned to meet with Corinth Church on Thursday mght 
before 4th Sunday in October, 1920. Closed a . very congenial 
Session. Took the parting hand. Closing prayer by &w. F. W. 
Wad~. Benediction by Rev. L. S. Yates. 

M. A. SHEFFIELD, Moderator. 
J. E. DRAKE, Secretary and Treasurer, 
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"' ASSOCI~TIONAL DECORUM. 
• 1. This Association shall be called to orde:- by the former 

moderator, who presided at the last se.:;sion, if present; if not 
present, then the clerk, if he should be absent, then by some 
other brother. 

2. This Association shall be opened and closed with prayer. 
3. The moderator and clerk of the preceeding session shall 

officiate until the body is organized by electing a moderator and 
clerk in any way the body may direct. · 

4. It shall .be the duty of the moderator to call the meeting 
to order, to see that order is preserved, receive and submit all 
questions to t he body. He shall have the privilege of speaking 
but must call upon some other brother to pres ide in his place while 
spenking. He'shall not have the right to vo~ unless the body is 
equally divided, when he may cast the deciding vote. 

5. - The membera persent shall be enrolled and their names 
called as often as necessary. 

6. The majority of the members present shall rule in cases, 
except u!)on admission of new churches, which shall requitJYa 
unanimous vote. 

7. No member shall absent himself from the house without 
leave from the moderator, and no member shall 'leave the associa­
tion without the consent of the body. 

8. All business shall be brought before the body by a mo\·e 
and s2.eond and shall be disposed of according tc? usage. 

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than three t imes 
on the same subject nor more than fifteen miJiutes each time 
without permission from the body. 

10. No person shall be disturbed while speaking •unless he 
departs from the subj ect and it will be necessary to call him to 
order. · 

11.. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a time and 
he must rise to his feet and address the moderator and must not 
us~ abusiye language or personal reflection" on ar{y one without 
berng,subJ.~t to a call to order by the moderator. · 

12. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a minute of the 
proceedings and read the same when called upon, to be eorrected 
at the discretion of . the body, anp shall prepare the minutes for 
publication, unless the association shall appoint some one for that 
purp~se: He shall keep all books ang papers belonging to the 
assoc1at10n and read the same: when ordered to do so and shall 
have .such compensation for his services as the association may 
prescribe. · 

13. It shall be the duty of the 'corresponding secretary to 
carrr. 0~ corresp~ndenc~. by. Writing to p-2rsons belonging to other 
usOClJ~t~~na. of li~ fa1~h. m any. way ·.t hat would be Jihly to 

, -

create interest in this association for its promotion and well being • 
· 14. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep all money 

· committed to him by the association, and to keep the account of 
'receipts and expenditures, make a report at every association if 
called upon, pay oat money when ordered to do so by the associa­
tion, and shall receive such comp!:msation as the association may 
prescn'be. 

15. These rules of decorum may be amended at the discre-
tion of the association. · 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 
1. We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of Christ 

is a congregation of Christians constituted and governed accord­
ing to the rules laid down in the New Testament. 

, 2. That these '1-ules require churches to reserve the form of 
government and ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to 
be composed of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole nUlll­
ber of Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed 
of the redeemed now in Heaven; and of such Christiana now on 
earth as are not attached to the visible; according to t he Gospel 
rules. 

4. That the establishment or' a central or eatholic govern­
ment over the visible church or any part thereof is .a device of 
earthly ambition repugnant to the word of God and subsersive to 
t he churches and dangerous to the liberties of men. 

5. That the Gospel churches are the only eclesiastical hodies 
or tribunals authorized · by the Scripture; that each church bas 
the unrestricted right to administer its own government wi~out 
supervision or interference, being under Christ essentially inde­
pendent and absolute and that if this right is surrendererl to a 
superintendii:tg jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise the assem­
bly then ceased to be a gospel church. 

6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose, meet by 
delegates., from an association and declare the terms upon which 

\ they will keep up a friendly correspondence but that the rights 
and ,authority of the churches being inalienable are in no Wise 
compromised by or hindered by entering into an association, 
therefore associations have no shadow of authority over churches 
or individuals, their only powers being to transact. bJisiness which 
does not pertain to churches in their eclesiastical capacity, or to 
promote mutual intercourse and concentration of voluntary effort', 
and to give that advice to churches which might with equal. au­
thority be given by an individual. 

7. That the authority of churches is designated for the per­
petuation of the true religion of the Gospel and for the peraerva­
tion of a pure and orderly body 9f Christians op earth, that it is 
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fully sufficient for the purpose intended, but it does not extend 
to the 1Jerson's property or consctenceli of men in any case what­
ever. 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith 
in Ghrist and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ neces­
sarrily exists in connection with the b'elief in the fundamental 
truths of Christianity, and to prescribe any other requisites of 
church membership is an assumption on the part of the church 
and a departure from the plan of t he Gospel. · 

9. That· the officers of the church are elders and deacons, 
that elders are also ca1led bishops or pastors; that all elders are 
equal in rank; though they may perform different function since 
some may be bishops or pastors of particular church, while others 
may be simply elders, having no pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of the minister of'the Gospel e>..1:ends 
to teachmg, exhortati~t.n and rebuke, but no further, that he cannert · 
verform any act which belongs to the authority of the churc'h, 
such as the reception of members into the church compact, of 
the expulsion of offenders, that as members of the church he is 
no more than any· other member, and if he is guilty of tr6s­
gression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren and con­
victed or acquitted in the same manner as if be were a private per­
son; yet we think it prudent and proper to call ih. advisory help, 
especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the emersion of a believer in 
water in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's supper is an ordinance to be observed 
in -the church 'till the Lord comes. 

13. The elders and deacons must set apart to their office 
by ordintaion, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery 
and prayer, without which they are not authorized to administer 
the ordinances pertaining to their respective officeg, 

" CHURCH DECORUM. 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last 

regular conference in association year; or if they prefet;, it may 
choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time to <'t'ntin~;e from 
ye.ar to y.ear, so long as t hey deem it proper to keep up the 
connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastQ,r may be chosen at 
another time; but if the choice be made at a special conference, 
the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church. 

3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the church, but 
when be is apse.,_t or does not sit as moderator, being present, 
some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. ~here sh!)f be two more deacons in the chu.rch whose 

, 
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duty it shall be to superintend' the collection and disbursement of 
the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to 

· distribute the bread and wine in the administration of the Lord's 
'6upper. 

. 5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse 
or neglect to partake of the Lord's supper and endeavor to ascer­
tain the cause, that the· same may be laid before the church in 
conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk and it 
shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertain­
ing to the business of the church, and to preserve a file of the 
minutes of the association. 

7. When a new clerk is a ~)pointed, all the books, etc., be­
longing to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by 
his predecessor. .J 

"'8. When a church deems Jt necessary, a committee of not 
Jess than three male members well acquainted with business, 
sl)all be appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brtlth­
i·en who apply to them relative to cases of dealing, etc., with tlte 
churches. 

. 9 .. The ch~ch shall bold two days' meeting monthly, em­
bracing Saturday and the Lord's day following the first of which 
shall be the regular time of conference. 

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, 
to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day the 
pastor is expected to instruct the church in special manner by 
giving pla~ and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline and the 
rule of holy living. 

11. Any male member, who shall fail to attend three ~u~ 
cessive conferences, and any member whatever who may be gen­
erally remiss in attending the meetings of the church according 
to the convenant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear iQ confer­
ence and answer for his neglect, but the church may exem~t mem­
bers from this rule if necessary . 

12. Conference, after prayer or divine services, shall be 
opened as follows: 1. Inviting visiting brethren to seats. 2. 
\Opening the door of the church fpr the reception of members. 3. 
Calling for the reading of the minutes of the last conference. 4. 
Calling for absentees. 5. For acknowledgements. 6. For refer­
ences or deferred business. 7. For new matters of dealings, 
which are to come before the body. 8. For' miscellaneous 
business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as help calls in from sister churches, 
shall be allowed to speak and make motions and seconds, but not 
all~wed to vote. • . 

14. Any orderly member of .the Baptist church may be re­
ceived into the church without letter, when . it is made appar.ent 
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that his Christian charact:r 4i unim~e~cl)able, and that he has 
applie~ for a letter and could t:lOt obtain it because he desired to · 
join thts or some sister church. .All other members must join by 
letter or baptism. . 

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous · 
consent of the members present, but unreasonable objections 
shall be valid, and unless withdrawn the member who makes 
them shall be liable to be taken under dealing-s by the chlll'ch. 

16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall 
inform the church what members have been absent from three 
successive confez:ences, and the moderator shall appoint some 
brother o.r brethren to cite each of them to the next conference. 

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited .~~ 
verbally or in writing, to attend his trial;' provided his residence • 
be known to the church. , · 

18., When a witness, not a member of the church, is in~o- ~ 
dueed, ne shall not be examined 'till the question has been put£to 
the church: Will you· hear the testimony of this witness? '· 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledge-
ment shall be minuted in the church book. __ 

20. Members dismissed from the ,church by letter who be­
comes disorderly or continue to hold their letters without a good 
reason, shall be cited to the conference to answ~ for their con­
duct. 

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their 
petition if their· walk since expulsion has convinced the church 
that they have sincerely repented of their former evil conduct. 

22. A vote shall not be taken upon any question without a 
move and a second, and in an important questions the vote shall 
be taken by rising to the feet. 

23. No motion shall be made while a move and second is 
before the cc;mference. 1 

24. It, sluill be considered disorderly for any member to ab-
sent himself from ·conference when an imp9.rtant question is to 4 
be decided ; but a member, upon his request, may be exempted , 4 
from voting on either side in peculiar cases. 

25. No member shall leave the house during conference with­
out a sufficient cause nor engage in conversation or whispering 
without being subject tO be called to order by the moderator. 

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with 
calmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their 
feet and address the mo~erator, and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same 
motion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the 
relll81'ks of any one be unreasonably long. . · 

28. When the moderator speaks in debate he must nominate 
some br~ther modyator in his stead. -; 

- -. --

29. No one shall ·be in~upted while speakin~ unless it is 
·necessary to call bini to order. · 
. . 3~. It shall be ~he rule of the church to attend to the admin- · 
1strat10n of the Lord s supper at least four times a year and the. 

1 expenses are to be paid by the church. · ' 
31 • . ~emb~rs not in go_od standing shall not commune, but 

th_e adm1mstrabon !!hall not be deferred on account of any. ordi-. 
nary matter of dealing. 

. ~2. Feet· washing shall be attended to as the church sees 
proper. 

33. ,Public. fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed 
on proper occa&ons. 

34. It shall be the duty of the pastor to take up collections 
qu~~ly for the support of the hQme mission work. 

35. It shall~ the. duty of ~h church when calling a pastor 
~ ~m,pany the CMI with the amount they agree to pay him for 
hlB' •servtces. . 

36. .It shall be the duty of the church to aRpoint a committee 
to revise the church book once a year. - ' 

37: This decorum may be altered or amended by the vote of · 
two-thuds of the members present at any two successive· monthly 
conferences: 

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION. 
. 1. A church proper in its lowest sense is a body of Christians 

llnlted and . con~ega~ed together ~or t~e purpose of worshiping 
God and promotin~ H1s cause, and m ,which tlie Gospel is regularly 
pr~ched; thE! o~dmances duly administered and the principl~ of 
bohness. encouraged an~ practiced . .. ~h church or body thus 
fo~e4 IS .separate. an~ m~e~ndent m Itself; possessing the right 
t? direct Its own a{J'aus m 1ts own way, subject only in certain 
d1fficult cases ~ arbitr~te by sister churches Sul\c churclies may 
however, unite in associational .ca~ity for purposes of mor~ 
thorough orgapization, efficient work· and for general and mutual 
good of ~11. withol.Jt ~~rren.~ering_ any of their mdividual rights. 

1 
':£'herefore, . t~e c~p.r<:hes heipafter mention_ed resolve theiQBelves 
mt? a body eclesl{I.Stic to .b~ known as the Martin 'Association of 
Free. Will Baptists, whicli ~luill meet annually at I such time and 
place as may be agreed_ JJPC?n.-by: the body at its annual meeting 

. . 2, The associatio~>.:'!h~n S:SseJl1bled, shill be composed of all 
IDlnlsters of the assocJatiOn, bOth ordaitled and licentiates, and 
the delegates or messengers chosen by the several churches from 
time to time for that purpose. . . , · · 

3: The nulllbey ~f del ega~ . to be detremined by the mcm­
bershi~ of the.t:espectlve·chy.rches. t '{o simplyfy·this we -will state 
that any church is entitled to two delegates, it matters not how 
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few members it may have. ~Th~ after it has attained. fifty mem­
bers it shall then be entitled to o"Qe mo~e d~le~a~e to evry twe,nty­
five me.rnbers or fractional part thereof, until Lt has reached one 
hundrea; th~ for every fifty, or ~ractional part thereof, and go on 
increasing in this ratio to any number. . , 

4. The officers of the association sha)I consist of a moderator, 
clerk and treasurer to be chosen annually from the members pres-
ent; moderator and cler}r to be elected by ballot. . 

5 It shall be the duty of the moderatoJ" to preside over the 
body during the. session at which he is elected, call the next s~c­
ceeding session to o!~er, e~for~e the rules <?f the decorum, d~}de 
all questions of c:UI!cipilne, and m case of a be, to cast the dectdmg 

~ te d 6. It shall be the duty of the clerk to ~e~p an acc~a recor 
of the business thansatcions of the association, supenntend the 
printing of the minutes and draw on the treaJ~urer fol' the fun~ 
to discharge the expense of the same. He shall h~ld office UJ\til 
his succ:fessor is electelf and installed, and shall receive such CO!p­
pensation for his services ·as the association may deem prop~ to 
~~ . 

7 There shall be an exucutive committee of dlScrete bl"dh­
ren appointed annually by the moderator, or elected by the body 
who shall properly be the association in recess, and whos~ d~ty 
may be more fully defined from time to time by, the association. 
The treasuJ:er shall be one of the number. . . 

8 When the association is assembled a ma)onty of all the 
memb.ers enrolled shall be required to form a quorum for the 
transaction of business. 

9. AU debates shal be conducted. ~ a christian R!ld brother­
ly spirit; all 'shall be ~owed' the prtvi!ege ~f speaking on. any 
question which is subnutted to. the cons1~erabon of the body. 

10. Every speaker shall nse from his .seat, address .the mod­
eratox:, and keep to the ql.!e.stion ~~debate, and shall av014 all un-
pleasant reflections and personalities. . 

11. No brothep shall be allowed to consume more than fifteen 
minutes in one speech, or speak more than twice on the same sub­
feet except by permission from the moderator or body. 

12. All questions shall be submitted by move and second ~he 
first motion taking precedence in point of order. Every motion 
seconded must be acted apon, unless withdrawn by the mover. 

13. The buaiDess shall be taken up in order according to the 
subjoined plan, u.nless it becomes ~ecessary to suspend the regular 
rules for a time for plll'poses which ap~. pr.oper: 

14. The moderator shall, at each sesston, mvtte corresP?~d­
ing delegates from other bodies of our own order, and also nums­
ters from other denominations to seats, when thus seate.d shall be 
entitled to the friendship of honorary members. . .1 

./ -

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENAN't. 

.Having be~n as we trust: brought together to organize an 
association; bY. div,ine grace to embra(!.e our ~rd Jesus Christ, to 
· giv.~: ourselves up wholly to Him, with all humilitY and brotherly 
love; ~ wa~h over each other for good, al)d stir up each other to 
love arid .good work, and not forsaking the frequent assembling of 
ourselves together with our neighbors to worship God according 
to Hi,s revealed will, as occasion may require; to warn, r$uke and 
admQ~sh each otper according to the.. rules of the Gospel, that fJJ.e 
knowleage mey be thereby promoted to the end. We will uphold 
the public worship of God and the ordinances of His house, and. 
hold constant communion with each other therein; and. we will 
cheerfuljy C9Dtribute our property for the maintainence of a faith­
ful minister of the Gospel among us and for the extension of ·the 
minister. of the Gospel al)long us and for the extension of 'the 
bless~ · Redeemer's kingdom among us universally. We will not 
omi•,famijy and closet religion at home nor allow ourselves in the 
too conimon neglect' of the great and important' duty of religiousiy 
~ining Qur children for the service of God and the enjoyment of 
heav~n. We w!lJ .-also sympathize with each other in seasons of 
temptation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the nec~si­
ties of the saints. We will especially pray for and with each other 
for the chqrches univ~rsally, for the promised effusion of the Holy 
Spirit, for the prospeiity of Ziol), and the ingathering of the elect 
and may the G<>d of Peace, who brought again from the dead, our 
Lord· Je~us ·Christ, tltat great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the . 
bloOd of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every .good 
~ork to do his will, that we may not only erijoy a name and place 
m the·church on earth but finally with His glorious cbtirch of the 
first born of Heaven iri ascribing blessings; honor, might: majt4ty 
to Him who' sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever. 

· DOCTRINAL VIEWS. . . 
_ W ja b.elieve that the . Holy Bible was written by Qlen divinely 

inspired and is. a treasure of Heavenly instruction, that has a God 
for its author, salv~tion for its enq and tru.tb w.ithout ·IJllxture of 
error f9r its ma~; that· it reveals the principles by which .God 
Will judge us, and. therefore, it sha1l remain \\!ith us to the epd .of 
time~ the tru~ c;ent;er of Cbristiall union and the supreme st4ndsrd 
to which all h\Ull.8n con(iuct apd ppinois should conform. . 

2. That there is but one true God1 whose name is Jehovah 
the ~er and rulet of Rea ven aad eart}l enexpressively g{Qrious 
in hC?liness,., worthy· of all possible popor, .. confidence and love, 
reve4Jed in the perso~l disti'Qction of the Father; Son and Ho1y 
Ghost,. equal in every divJpe per{~ti9n, and execqting distinct 
but harmonious Qffices in the great work of redemption.· 



--

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under the · 
laws of his Maker, but by vt>luntary transgression fell from that 
holy and happy state, in consequence of which men are sinners, 
not by constraint, but by choice, being by nature utterly void of 
that holiness required by the law of God, wholly given to the grati­
fication of the world, of Satan and their own sinful passions and 
therefore under .just condemnation to eternal ruin, without de­
iense or excuse. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is 'Yholly of grace through 
the mediation office of the Son of God, who took upon him our 
nature; yet withou~ sin honored the law by his personal obedience, 
and ~e atonement for sin 'by His death ; being risen from the 
dead, ne is now e.nthtoned in Heaven and uniting in His wond~l!ful 
person the tender sympathies with divine perfection, is every way 
qualified to be a suitable compassionate and all sufficient Saviour. 

5. That the great gospel blessings which Christ of His..full­
ness, bestows on such as believe on Him is justification; that jus­
tification consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal life 
upon principles of righteousness; that it is besfu,wed, not in con­
sideration of anything whicl! we have done, but solely through His 
own righteousn~ss and atonement, and that it brings us into a 
state of most blessed peace and favor with God. 

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by 
the Gospel;; that it is the immediate duty of all to receive them 
by a cordial and obedient faith, and, and that nothing prevents 
the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth but his own voluntary 
refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Christ, which refusal will sub­
j~t him to aggravated condemnation. 

7. That iB order to be saved we must be regenerated or born 
again. That regeneration consitsts of giving a holy disposition to 
the mind, and is effected in a manner above 6ur comprehension by 
the power of the Holy Spirit producing a voluntary obedience to 
the Gospel ; and that its proper evidence is found in the holy fruits 
which we bring forth to God. . 

8. That election is 'the gracious purpose of God, according to 
which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners. That being 
perfectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends 
all means with the end, that it is a most glonous display of God's 
goodness, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly 
excludes b6asting and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in 
God, and actlve imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages 
the use of means in the highest degree.; that it is tlie -foundation 
of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to 
ourselves, dema~ and deserves our utmost diligence. 

9. That the preserving attachment of true believers to Christ 
the grand marl whibc distinguishes them from superficial prof-es­
sors; that a special providen,ce watches over their welfare and that 
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they are kept by the power {)f ' God through faith unto salvation. 
·· tO. That the law of .God is the etenial, unchangeable rule 

of his gov:ernment; that it is holy, just and good, that the inability 
whieh the Scriptures ascribe tO fallen inah to fulfill the precepts 
arise entiFely from their love of sin to deliver them from ·which 
and t;o,restore-them through a mediator to unfeigned obedience~ 
the- Holy-la"! is ·one desi~ of the Gospel· and the means of grace 
connected With the establis~t- of the visible church. 

11. · That the fit'st day of· the week is the Lord's day or 
Christian &bb~t~;: that: it ·should be kept sacred to religious pur­
P?Ses by abstammg from all secuhLr labor and recreation by tlie 
direct observance of '11.11 means of grace, both public and private 
and--Prepar e fOI' the rest which remains for the people of God. • 
. 12. trhat civil ··government is of divine !lppointment for the 
mt.erest of order of human society; that the magistrates &re· t~ 
be prayed for c~nsci~~tio~sly; honored and o.i>::yed in all ·t hing-s 
not <·Qnt.~ry -~o tc.e· will of our Lord Jesus Chr1st, who is tlle Lord 
of con~1en~ apd Frince of the kings of the earth. 

!3'. ~~at ther~ is a radical anq essential oifferepce between 
~he nghte'ouf; and 'Wl' ked, and that such On!\o are justified by faith 
HI the name of the L-ord Jesus Christ and ia sanctified by the spirit 
of Go.! ru; are truly righteous in his est23rc while nll such as etm- . 
tinue ·P1 impenitence and ~nbelief are, in His sight wicl!ed -and . 
under the curse, and this distinction holds good amo~g men both . 
in and after d~th. . . . . . _ . . ' 

. 14. That the end of this world ~~ -a_ppr~achin·g when Chli~t 
will . descend from the Heaven ~nd raise .the dead from their 
graves to f~ retribution; that a s'olemjl separation Will then take 
place,. the nghteous l>eil)&'. adju9ged. to_ everlastfug happinees atid 
t~e Wlck~ to en_dless p\J.~is~ment,. and' th,is judgement will forever 
fiX the fill;al ·state of ·men lD heaven· or nell· oh principia of ri_ght-
eousness: ~ohn 5 ~25; Matt; 25 :31 ; 41 :46. · 

- • I 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
C 1~~ St~J_Jtur~. The ~iiP.ture!J ·of the; Oid and New Tes­

tamen~ w~e. ~y~n, ~Y. tlie ~~~Qh .o.'f. ·aoa, aiid are bindiii.g on 
all as our only rule of faith and practice. Tbere· is: otily one living 
and true God~ infinite in_ all of His attributeS ;"the Creator .Pre- . 
server' and: GOvernor of the l:JniveYse: revealed tO tis in the :Scrip-
tures. ·as· Father, .SOn and 'Spirit. · · . · '• · 0 

• • 

. : 2. ~ thfts't.' 1 He i8 'GOO 'inanif~t in .the ilesll, -being in !lis 
divme nature true, God, in his h~ natUre, true man, united in 
the''per'aOit . of Messiali' a8 tlte medi&tor for the' redemption of the 
world! " · • · · .. · 1o: -

3. ,; Tije 'HpiY sPirit. He-.posesaes· all i>ersanal· divine attri-· 
butes b'elonging tO the Reformer-, Comfotter'and SanCtifier of·men. 

_ 4. Divine P m poee and Providenee. The purpbses of God 
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are eternal and immutable, and his wise and Holy providence is 
over all things to secure His only glory and the highest welfare of 
all creatures. 

6. Original State an Fall of Man. Man was created up­
right, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemna­
tion. All his posterity inherits his fallen nature, which is cherish­
ed by indulgence.;.so all who come to years moral accountability, 
sin and come short of the glory of God. 

6. The Atonement. Christ in His great compassion offered 
Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and thus by His life, suffering 
and death, made an atonement which is full and free to all, and 
opens t~ only· way to salvation. , 

'l -Grace. No .o~e can by his own work merit, obta.ih 
salvation which is wholly of the grace of God, and through which 
all spiritual blessings are bestowed upon us. · 

8. Condition of Salvation. These are repentances imply.iJlg 
godly sorrow for open concessions and other renunciations of sin, 
fa·ith or the unreserved committal of the mind and heart to re­
ceive, obey and trust in. Christ, regeneration by the Holy Spirit, 
whereby the soul -is freed from the dominion of sin and brought 
into the glorious liberty of the children of God. 

9. Election. .God has not fixed the future state of man by 
any unconditional decree, but determined from the beginning to 
save all who would comply with the conditions of salvation. 

10. Persevenmce_ None 'Will be finally saved but those who. 
through grace, persevere in holiness. 

11. Salvation Free. God desires the salvation of all, the 
Gospel il}vites all_, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever 
will, may come and take of the water of life freely. 

12. Tb~ Freed6m of the Will. The hulp&n will is not con­
ttolled by any fatal necessity or external force, but is ·free and 
self determined, having power to yield to gracious influences or 
resist them and perish. 

18. Gospel ordi.Dan~ Baptism or the immersion o~ believ­
ers in water, and the Lord's Supper are ordinances to be perpet­
uated under the Gospel of universal obligation and to be adminis .. 
tered to. all true believers. -.. 

14. The Sabbath. The Cluistian Sabbath is a divine insti­
tution binding on all, and should be observed by abstaning from 
all secular business, amusements· and consecrated to the worship 
of God an_d to ®iri!Ual iplpi'Qvement. 

l6. Th~ Besurection. Final judgement.and final retribution 
-Christ will make His second appearance at the end of the world, 
when the dead wilLoe raised, the jupgement will set, the righteous 
will be reeeiyed .to eternal blessedness, and the wieked banished 
to endless suffering. . . . · · 
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