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. FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION 
• 

MINUTES: 

PROCEEDINGS 

At elev~n o'clock Friday a. m. the Introductory Sermon 
was preached by Elder A. B. Ard, concluded by Elder E. 
A, Drake. Text 4th chapter and 16th verse of 1st Thessa-. 
lonious "For the Lord Himself Shell Descend From Heaven 
With the Voice of the Archangels and With the Trump of 
God; And the rlead in Christ Shall Rise First." 

• 

Noon hour recess. 
Friday p. m. The association was convened by call of 

Elder A. P. ~orris, Moderator. At 1:30 o'clock song ser­
vice. Prayer by Brother W. H. Drake. 

Organized permanently by electing the following offi­
cers: W. ·H. Drake. Moderator. He having declined on . 
account of physical disability, Elected .Elder A. P. Morris, 
Moderator. J. E. Drake, Secretary and Treasurer . 

• 

Called f01 corresponding letters from the churches of 
this associati0n and received letters.· as follows: Read by 
Bros. J. W. Dmke and C. G. Jordan. 

The chur~hes and their representatives were enrolled 
as follows : · 

• • 

Corinth Church: S. D. Miller, F. W. Cordell, J. W. 
Drake, B. W. Miller. 

New Salem: G. W. Chambers, D. J. Roland. 
Friendship: Not represented. 
New Home No. 1: C. J. Dawson, Sam Meradith and. 

A. S. P. Dawson. 
Springfield: W. B. Reagin, J. J. Drake. 
Belview: B. J. Rhames, James W. Haire. . ·.--

' 

. Hammock Springs: S. J. Drake, Lee Grant, Marvin 
Hughes, W. l\T Barber, Lee Drake and C. W. J. Barber. 

Mt. Zion No. 1: Earnest Finchel, C. C. Jordon . 
• 

Thompson: W. H. Dunn, G. W. Grimes. 
. . 

New Home No.2: Rev. A. J. Tomlison . 
• 

McLendon Heights·: Not represented. 

Pilgrim Home: 
Pelham:· 

• 



• 

• 

• 

MARTIN UNITED FREEWILL BAPTIST ASS'N 

. ·Mother's Home: Mrs. Belle McGuirt.· 
Mt. Zion No. 2: ' 

· · ·Hebrew: E. D.· Strickland, H. Sulivant, C. C. Martin. 
< ' • • ' • -

Mt. Gillead: J. S. Heard. • 

·· Cool Springs: J. H. Poston, Willie Poston . 
. 

. Invited visiting brethren to seats . with us. 
Called for petitionary letters. · Received none . 

• 

Appointed committees as follows: · 
On Sabbath Schools: C." G. Jordon, Elder E. A. Drake, 

J. H. Poston. . . · . . • . . 
On Devotion: d. C. Martin, F. W. Cordell, S. J; Drake. 

. ' 

· · . Ori Resolutions: J. W. Drake, Elders J. M. Emanuel and 
J. W. Norris. · . . .· · 

·On Executives: W. H .. Drake, Chairman; C. ~W. Cham-· 
hers, J. J. Drake, C. C. Jordon and W. H. Dunn. ·.· 

On Nominations: E. D. Strickland, S. D. Miller and 
Elder A. · J~ Tomlison. · · · ··. · · · · ·· · · 

' - .,' . . ~ ' ' 

. On Finance·:· J; E. Drake, C. C. Dawson, B. W. Miller. 
. . . ,. 

On Inv~stigations: W. B. Reagan, Sam Meridith, ·C. 
E. Fincher. · · . · · · · 

' ' 
' 

On Temperance: Elders A. J. Tomlison, J. M. Emanuel 
and E. A. Drake. · · 

On Arrangements: Allan Alday, C. C. Martin, and E. 
D. Strickland. · · · · · ' 

On Resolutions: Instigated in lieu of Suggestions :El~ 
der J~ M. Emanuel,. Elder J. W. Norris and J. W. Drake. · 

• ' 

Called for correspondents from other associations and 
received Bro. E. W. King from State Line of Alabama. Next 
session will convene at Rocky Grove· Church, two miles. 
from Malone, Florida, Thursday night before. the second 
Sunday in October 1929. Rev. J. L. Tedder and Rev. Rufus 
Hyman and Elder E. C. Williams from Midway of Georgia. 
Their next sossion convenes at Pine View Church, Miller 
county, Wednesday and Thursday before first Sunday in 
November 192!l. . . . 

. Received from Benjamine Randal Conference, Elder - ' ' - ', . ' -

L. S. Yates and wife and G.· J .. Trippe and ·wife; Next ses-
. sion to be held,· Deep· Creek Church, Jenkins· County on 
Central of Georgia Railway, Tuesday night after scond 

. Sunday in October 1929. · · · 
• 

• 

' 

• 

' 
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IWRT·Y,..SEGOND• ANNUAL .. SESSION· . . .... - . . . . . . . ' " 

. 0 • -
Report of .. committee..on devotional ser.vioes,beg;tmsub-

mit the following: .. We'liave electe-d Rev. J. ·w .. Norris to 
preach Friday evening at 7:30 o'clock. Saturday;inornihg E. 
A;. Drake _to nreach: at; elev.en.o~clockc. This_ report;-.tn: be:: con-
tinued. E. J: DRAKE, Chairman.. . . . _ ···. ·. . ·-· - · . . ' . ' . ' ' . 

Adjourned to reconvene Saturday morning. - Clo~ing 
prayer by Elder· J. M: Einanuel: · 

-
SATURDAY X. M: -. 

. -. . . . . . 

Convened as· appointed: · Song service: Prayer by. 
Elder L. S. Y stes. - . ········ ~-

. . 

. : mdled roll; of.' ministers- and: messengers: an(f perfected_ 
lists. Read minutes of Friday's session, which were'adopted;. 
Read.ohurch:and ·associational Decorum and ar.ticles:ot faith. 

•• • . • • • r 

. ... Renewedtcall for. corr.esnonding;letters •. Received~ none. 
-· ······ .·· .. ... ~- ····· 

Appointed correspondence to sister · association• as- 'fol--
lows:: · · . - . . . . · ... · - - - . . ~~ -' .. . . ' . ' . . . . 

To Chabahoochee: Elder. E. A\. Drake; Elder. J~: M; 
Emanuel: - Next:.session·.to.be held;;chur.ch.Turner Gounty 

. near .A:slil:iuorn, Tliursday l:iefore 1st Sunda~;in,0ctohe:i:1929.1. 
. . . - . - . -

· To Salem of. RlorJda.: Rev •. E·.; F~. Williams, and\ Rev. 
A. B..Ard: Thursdaynight~before.lst Sunday, in Oct. 1929. . . . . - . . - ' -

' . . ' . . - . 
To South Georgia, hy ininutes: Rev. John A •. Blimton;. 

Surrency, Ga. · . 
0 

• • • 

.. . . . ·- ' . . ' . 

To Southeastern of Alabama: Elder A: P:.Norris, Elder .. 
A •. B. Ard ... - · · · · .. · · · · · ·· 

Littl~ River: 'By minutes. · . -· .· · - . - - '_ . _ 
. -, ...... .. 

T.o State. Line of. Alabama:, W. B~ Reagan;,J .. J: Drake. 
. . - - - - . - . ' 

Midway-:. G. G; Jordan; G. w: Cham hers;. Eld{m·E:. A\. 
DI·ake. · · · -· . -........ _ .. _ •' 

... '• ~· ·-:: .. 

To1 Benjrimln. R~mdar Conference:. Elaer.' E;.-A\ Drake;. 
J:. E;.Drake, Elder:· J; M: .Emanuel: . • ... - -.· · · .-~· · : 

- ,. . . ' . -· ' ... .. . - . . .. . ·-- . . 
Benediction by. Elder .Milette;' · . ·_ 

0 
. . . 

• • c •• ·-.- • 0 

. _ Closing prayer.·b~ ·Elder :K G. Williams. . . 
. , ~- - . ~ , -

0 • • 

. " . . . . - . 

. Recessed· ior -.preaching: service: Sermon· oy· EHler· E:: . · 
· A-. Drake; · . .. . . , -. : · 0 

• 

·SATURDAY· P. ·M. 
' '1. .- • 

. ·- . ' 

- ' .. . ' . ' . ' ~- . . . ' 

' . . ·' - . . . . •. · ... -

After, partaking of· a sumptuous · dmner, song_. serv1ce .. 
Prayer. by . Elder Milette. - · · · _ • ·_. · ·- ·- - . _ ·_. ·. · 

Called_for reP.orts ofconimitte'es.as.f6llows:' .. --_-

On Nominati~ns: We your committee on.nominations-
. '- . . . .- ' . . ' - . -

• 

0 

0 
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• 

• 

• 

• 

l\IARTTN liNI'fED FREEWILL BAPTIST ASS'N 
• 

beg to submit that we: have elected Cool Springs> Church, 
Faceville, Ga., .for place of. holding the next session of this 
association. , Elder C. C: Cato. to .preach the introductory 

.... sermon, with Elder C. E. Gordon as Alternate. . · . . · · 
· . E. D. STRICKLAND, Chairman. 

. . 
On Sabbath 'Schuols:. We yourcommjttee on Sabbath 

Schools·_suhm~t the. following,. and urge that:each deacon 
and minister of this association do their utmost .to organize 

. and have maintained a Sabbath School at their respective 
churches and <:!Ontribute ·liberally to its support our means 
and presence, and work· for the progress of and advance­
ment of our young people in the work of Jesus Christ. . - . . 

·· · · ·· · · · · ·· . . · · J. H. POSTON, Chairman. · 
• 

We your committee. qn Investigations, beg to report 
that we find all churche.s and ministers in, good standing, 
s·o far as we are able to ascertain, and1 urge a united effort 
on the part of each of us for a greater love and better work 
on the part·of each church of this association .. 
. . . . . : .· . ·.. . ·._ · . • . ·. w. 13. REAGAN, Chairman. 

- - . - . 

We. the committee on devotional services, have select-
ed Elder E. F. Williams to preach Sunday at 11, o'clock 3:· m: 

• 

- ' -

. . . . . . . ·· . . . ·. S. J. DRAKE, Ch~irma11 , .· .·.···· 
. 

We your Finance committee have received $61.37 from 
this association, which we have turned over to the treasurer. · . 

• 

·.·· · . C. G: DAWSON, Chairman .. · 

We your commiHee on temperance, neg to submit.. 1st . 
. That we advise and insist on our people a total abstenance 

from the useof .all intoxicating. beverages, ·arid in view of 
o·ur needs fo1· . the furtherance of the cause ·of . our ·Master. 
We further insist that our members refrain from going . 
into places unbecoming Christians,. for Paul says;. "Let not .. 

· your good. be evil· spoken of, wherefore come ye out from 
. amongst them, and touch not, taste not the unclean thing .. 

• • 

• 

• • . . . 

•• .. 

• 

• 

- . . 
• 

A. J, TOMLINSON, 
. E. A .. DRAKE, 

J. M. EMANUEL, 
· · Committee . 

. On Resolutions: · We vour committee on resolutions 
submit the·. f<'llowing report: .. ·That whereas,. it has been . 
our custom heretofore to, at· the .opening of each session 
that. we elect. our officers to preside over the' present ses­
sions, and deeming it best to have the officers . elected at 
the· close ·of each session for the next session, we there-

• 

• 

• 

' 

• 

< 



• 

• 

• 

• l·~ORTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION 
. . . 

• -
fcre recommend that such change be made and .made ef-· 
fective at thjs session. . Thereby giving the officers- the 
entire Associational year whereby they may better equip 
themselves for the positions they hold. 

• 

. · Also that. our .Articles· of Faith; Church Ordinances, 
Doctrinal. views and· .Church and Associational. Decorums 

· be printed in booklet form and thereby eliminate ·the·· pre­
sent practice of reprinting these each year in the minutes 

... of. the. Association. ·. RespeCtfully submitted, . ·· . · · .' 
'•' .· ·~ ·- .· .. ·.-

· · J .. W. DRAKE, Chairman, . 
.. · ·. ·• J. M. EMANUEL, .·· • 

• 

· J. W. NORRIS, · · · 
On motb:.1 inade that. each of above· suggestions be 

submitted to the assoc:,'ltion separately, and on a vote on 
· said resoluti0ns the first carried and the later was lost. 
said resolutions the first carried and the'latter was lost.· · 

' . . ' - . - . - ' . . - . . . . . . . . 

·.In· accordanc with the . above resolution to elect.· offi~ 
cers for the next session of this association, .. Elder A~ P. 
Norris was !'!ltcted Moderator and J. E. Drake Secretary 
and Treasurer ·for ·the· next session, by acclamation. 

. . 

· · ~ Elected C~oLSprings Church; Faceville, Decatur Coun­
ty, Georgia; as ·the place for holdhig the next· session of · 

·this associaFon~ · · · · · · · 

•· • · · Elected EJder C. c~ Cato to preach the. introductory 
sermon, with Elder C. E; Gordon as.Alternate. 

• • 

Extended a vote of .thanks and appreciation to Hebrew 
·church and .eommunitv for their courteous consideration· 
of all visitors during this session... . . . . . . . 

·- . . . ... . . 
·. · Took the parting hand .and adjourned to· meet with . 
Cool Spri1ngs Church, Faceville, Decatur County, Georgia, 
Thursday night before the 4th Sunday in October, 192.9. 
Closing prayer by Elder. ·E.· A. Drake. . · · · .• 

. . . . This ses:;:ion \v~fs one of peace. and harinany throughout. 
··· . . . ELDER A. P. NORRIS, Moderator ·. 

· · · Iron City, Georgia . 
. ··· J. E. DRAKE, Secretary-Treasurer, 

-· -. . 
· Bainbridge, Georgia. ·. 

. . 
ORDAINED· MINISTERS 

. ·. J. M. EMANUEL, Arlington,· Ga. 
E. !L DRAKE, Bainbridge Ga. · 
A. P. NORRIS; Iron 'City, G'ra. · ·. . ' 

. ~ -, · W. ·c. GLENNY, Colquitt, Ga. Rt. 5. ·. • . . . 
' ' . 

· . ·A.' B. ARD: Iron City, Ga. .· . · · · 
· J. F. CLEVELAND, Johnson, Fla . . . . 

• 

• 

• 
• 
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l\IAR'l'TN UNITED FREEWILL BAPTIST ASS'N 

S,· ,V. HAIRE, Albany, Ga.· 
C. c~ ·cATO; Colquitt, Ga. 
A: J. TOMLINSON, Cairo, Ga .... 
H. L. CATRETT, Colquitt, Ga .. 

' . ' -

• 

• • • 
. .. 

-· .. P. • C. GILLISPIE, Pelham, Ga.·· 
C. E. GORDON, Colquitt, Ga. _·. _· · . 

• 

• . . I 
' . -

. . . 
• 

. J. VI. NOP..RIS, Bdnson, Ga. . . . 
C. T. RENTZ, Damascus, Ga. . . . , 
S. A. McLENDON, Colquitt; Ga. . ·. . . . .. : .. · ..... . 

LICENTATE MINISTERS·.·.·. ' .... . -. . .. . . . -

. E. :F'. WILLIAMS,. Colquitt, Ga. ·-
.. 

• 
. 

·N. L. LAMB, Climax, Ga.· . 
. 

• • i . ' •• 
D. KELLEY, Whigham, Ga. . . .. - . . . 

• . . . '• 

• H. HARRELL, Hartsfield, Ga .. • . . • . 

·ORDER OF BUSINESS • ' 

1. Organize. • • • • 

. · 2 .. Call for letters from various churches. . : 
. 3. Call· for correspondence from sister associa-

• • uons. .. · · . • • 
. 4 .. Jnvi,te visiting brethren to seats with us. 

5. Call for -petitionary letters. _ . . - . 
6. Appoint committees. -~---. · · · . 
7. Roll call and· read decorum. . . . . , . . . 
s: Appoirit correspondents to sister associations. 

.. . 9. Call for r~port of committees. , • · · ·· ···· 
· '10. Elect Officers. · · · · · · · · · -.. . ..... 

" . 

. . 

. 11. Appo;_nt time and nlace for next· session:·' ' · 
12. Adj ourn:inent. • · · · · · - ; · · ·· ': · ' 

. . . ' ~- . ._ .. ~ . . .. ,· l . 

Associational Decorum·- ... · :. '·:~ · 
. . . 1. This Association shall be ·ealled . to order by-~ the· 

former moderator, who presided at the last' session, if pr~~! ... ·._ 
. ent; ·if not present, then the Clerk,· if he should be ·absent.' ·· 

then by some other brother. -· · .· · 
-. ~ • • • • '# 

, 2. ··This Associ:ition shall. be _.opened and. Closed with 
• 

prayer. - . . •. '. .. . . 

3. The moderator and clerk of the proceeding session · 
shall officiate until the body is organized by electing a mod .. 
erator and· clerk in any way the. body may direct .. · .. · · · ·· · · 

4. It. shall be the duty· ·of the moderator to call the . . . 
meetingtoorder, to see that order is preserved; receive ana . 
submit all questions to the body: He shall have. tlie privi-' · 
lege of speaking but musfcall upon some other b:f()ther-16 
preside in his place ·while· speaking. ··He shall not have .the 
right to· vote unless the pody is ·equally divided, when · h·~ 

• 



• 

• 
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• 

FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION 

may cast the deciding vote. • . . . ' 
' . ' . . 

• 
• 

5. The members present shall be enrolled and their 
Parnes called as often as necessary. . . . 

6. The majority of the members present shall rule in. 
cases, ·except upon admission of new churches, which shall 
require a unanimous vote. · 

. ·· 7. No member shall· absent himself from the hosuP. 
without leave from the moderator, and no member shall 
leave the association without the consent of the body. 

8. All· business shall be· brought before the body by 
a move and second and shall be disposed of according to 
good usage. · 

9. No person shall be allowed to spe~k morethna thr£>e 
times on the same subject nor more· than fifteen minutP~ 
each time without permission from the·body . 

• 

· ·10. No perso:1 shall be disturbed while speaking nn·. 
lt'ss he departs from the subject and it will be necessary h1 
call him to order. 

11. Only .one pe1·son shall be allowed to speak at a 
Orne and he must rise to his feet and address the moderator 
and must not use abusive language or personal · reflectio.:1 
on any one without being subject to a .call to order by the 

· moderator. · · · · · 
. . 

12. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a minutr~ 
cf. the proceedings and read the same when called upon, to 
be corrected at the discretion of the body, and shall prepat·e 
the minutes for publication, unless the association shall ap­
point some one for that purpose. He shall keep all book.s mvl 
papers belonging to the association and read the same when 

· ordered to do so, . and shall have such compensation for hi::; 
services .as the association may prescribe .. 

' 

13. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary 
to carry on correspondence by wri,ting to persons belonging 
to other associations· of· like faith in any way· that would 
be likely to create interest in this association for its promo-

. tion and well being. : . · · · 
. 14. ·It shall be the duty of. the treasurer to keep ail 

money committed to him by the ·association,· and to keep t}le 
account . of receipts and expenditures, make ·a . report at 
every association if called upon, pay out money when or· 
dered to do so by the association, and shall receive sue!, 
ccmpensation as the association may prescribe. · · 

15. These rules of decorum may be amended at tiJ~ 
discretion of the association. ' 
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l\IARTIN UNITED FREEWILL llAPTIST ASS'N 

Government and Ordinances· ' 

~---
' .. ' ' . • 

--· . ...... . . . ' ,_ 

· ...•.. · 1. We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of. 

• 

·;-_: , Christ is· a congregation of Christians constituted and gov­
erned according to the rules laid down in the New Testa. 

• 

ment. . 
2. That these rules require churches ·to preserve the · · · · 

form. of government and ordinances of the first Christian 
churches, and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ . 

• 

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole 
number of Gospel churches, and that the invisible chur~h 
is composed of the redeemed now· in Heaven; and of. such 
Christians now on earth as are not attached to the visible; 
according to the ·Gospel rules. 

4: That the· establishment of a central · or Catholir · 
government over the visible church or any part thereof is· 
a device of earthly ambition repugnant to the word of God 
and subversive to ·the churches and dangerous to the liber-
ties· of· men. · · · 

. . 

· 5. That the Gospel churches are the· only eclesiasticai 
bodies or tribunals authorized by the Scripture; that each 
church has the unrestricted right to administer its own· 
government without supervision or interference, being un- · 
der Christ essentially independent and absolute and that if · 
this right is surrendered to a superintending jurisdiction 
by delegation or otherwise the assembly ceased to be a go3- ··. 
pel church .. 

6. That churches may nevertheless, we suppose,'me?t 
by delegates, form an association and declare the terms 
upon which they will keep up a friendly correspondence but . 
that the rights and authority of the churches being inalie;1-
able are in no wise compromised by or hindered by entering 
into an association, therefore ass0ciations have no shadr)\V. 
of authority over churches or individuals, their only powers 
being to transact business which does hot pertain to church­
es in. their eclesiastical. capacity, or to promote mutu~l in­
tercourse and concentration of voluntary effort, and to 
give that advice to churches which might with equal au..-
thority be given by ·an . individual. · 
· 7. That· the authority of. churches is designaterl fm.· 
the perpetuation of the true religion of the· Gospel and for 
the preservation of a pure· and· orderly bodv of Christiaf!~; - ' . . - . ~ 

on earth, that is fully sufficient for the purpose intended, 
but it·does not extend to the person's property or co1-
sciences of men in any case whatever . 

• 
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8. That the only requisites to church membership are ----· · · 
faith in Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in 
Christ ·necessarily exists in connection with the belief in 

· the fundamental truths ·of· Christianity, and· to· prescrioe · 
any other· requisites of church membership is an assump­
tion on the part of the church and a· departure from the 
plan of the Gospel. . . 

9. That the officers of the church are elders and dea · 
cons; that elders are also called bishops and pastors; that 
all elders are equal in rank; though they may perform dif-
ferent functions since some may be bishops or pastors of 
particular church, whileothers may be simply elders, hav-
ing rio pastoral charge. _ . _ - -. - - . . - . -- _ ._ : . 

10. That the authority of the minister of the Gos-pel 
extends_ to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but· no fur-
ther, that he can not perform any act which belongs to.the 
authority of the church, such as _the reception of- members 
into the_ church he is no more than any other member, anrl 
if he is guilty of transgression he is to be brought to .trial 
before ris brethren and convicted or acquited in the same 
manner as if he were a private person; yet \ve think itpr·l~-
dent and proper to· call in advisory help, especially if the 
minister is to be tried upon achargeof heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a bE­
liever in water in the name of the Father, and the Son, ;wd 
ef. the Holy Ghost. .. 

12. That the Lord's Supper is an ordinance to be ob­
served in the church till the Lord comes . 

• 

· · i3. The elders and deacons- must set apart to - their 
office by ordination, by the imposition. of the hands of the 
presbytery an:l prayer, without which they are not author­
ized to· administer· the ordinances pertaining to their TC!· 
spective offices. . . . . - .· .. 

· Chin·ch Decorum . · . .. 
. . 

-1. The· church may choose a pastor· annually· at the 
last regular conference in association year;· or if they pre· 
fer it may choose a pastor for. an indefinite length of time 
to continue from year to year, as long as they deem it pl'!l-

per to keep up -the connection. · · · · · · 
. . ; 

3. The pastor shalL be the moderator of the chur~~- · -
but -when he is absent or. does not sit as moderator, being-

' . . - . . ' . . . 

present, some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in 
his place. · . - . ' 

• 

• 

• 
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I . . . .• • . .· 4.' There shall be two or more deacons in the chur~h 
-- · .. -__ whose duty it 'shall be 1o superintend the collectiorL · anu 

·disbursement of the contributions made by the church fol" 
.- :· .· the pastor, etc.; and to distribute the bread and wine in the 

···· administration" of :the Lord's supper~ . · · · .- . · 
'---·'• -· ··---·-'··-- '. --

.- . ' 5: The deacons shall take notice of ·such members·:as 
rcfu'se 'or neglE~ct to partake' of the Lord's supper arid er' 

. deavorto'.ascertain the cause, that the same may·be laid 
before the chu'rch in conference if necessary.·-- ·_ · -·-- · • · 

• • 

-• • '6: Some suitable-member shall be appointed· clerk az.d 
itshall be his duty to do all the recording and other writiLg 
pertaining .to the business of the 'church and to preserve a 

- -. '' ... , ....... - ; -· ., 
- file of the minutes of the associatiOn. · -- .. ·. · · - · · ~ . . . - . 

• 7. When a new clerk is appointed ~li the books, etc., 
_ belonging to ·the clerk shall be immediately delivere-d to 

b5.m by his predecessor. · · - · -· · . · · · · 
' . . . . . 
'_-· 8. Wh~n a chu~ch ,deems it mices-sary, a committe~ _of 
not less than three· male· members well acquainted wi~h 
business, shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to give 
advice to brethren who apply to them relative to cases of 
dealings, etc .• witli the churches. . .. - . ' ..... -

; - .-·.. t • ' 

9. The church shall· hold two days meetings monthl_y, · 
embracing Saturday iuid the Lord'sday follo\ving thefirlOt · 
bf which shall be the regular time of conference. .. . . 
. . . . ~ -. . ~ . . ~ ' . -. · ... _,. .. - '··. :,-· .. ~·~ .. -' --·-- ~--· ' .. -· ' . -

' · 10: It shall' be the di1ty of every member, male or f~· 
male, to attend each conference meeting. if they can,· for on 
that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in 
special manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doe~ 
trine, discipline and the rule of holy living, __ 
_ . · · .11. Any male member; who-shall fail to attend thret! 

. successive conferences, and any member whatever who ni.[ly 
be generally remiss in attending the meetings- Of the chureh 
s.ccording to. the_ covenant· (Article 10), _·shall be :cited to 
appear in eonfrence ·and answer for his • neglct; ,but· tht> 
church may exempt members from this rule if necessary . 

• 

12. Conference, after prayer or divine service· shall 
be opened as follows: (1) Inviting visiting brethi·en to 

. .. . 
·'-·' seat. (2) OpeJ1ing thP. door of the. church for the reception 

. c . . . . . . . . ,' - .. 
·of members. (3) Calling for the reading of the minutes 

' ;.- of the last conferente. (4Y Csllin.g -foi· absentees. (5) For 
\ - (._ 

~· · · acknowledgements. (6) For references or deferred busineifs 
(7) For new matters of dealings, which ·are ·to come befo'i:'? 

. the body. (8) For miscellaneous business. · · 

• 

• 

• 
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-: · 13. Visiting brethren, as. help called in. from sistt~1~ ·· ... 
churches, shall be allowed ·.to· speak ·and -make motions anti 
seconds, but not allowed to vote. · - .,~) -· · 

1 ' ' ' • • . •• • • , .- --~-- ' 

· 14. Any orderly member· of the Baptist church mri.'y · · · 
be received into the churchwithou't letter, when it is made· · 
apparent that his 'Christian character is unimpeachable.· 
and that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it 

·because he desired to join this or some sister church. Al1 . 
other members must join by letter or baptism. . .. 

-· -· • 15. No member· shall be received without the unani­
mous consent of the members present~ but unreasonable 
objections shall not be valid and unless withdrawn the mem-. 
her who makes them shall be liable- to be taken under deal-
ings by_ the church. . . _. -

. . . ' 

· · 16. When the moderator calls for-absentees, the clerk 
shall inform the church what members have been absent 
from three successive conferences, -and the moderator shall 
appoint some brother or brethren to. c~te each of them 'to th c 
next conference. . . ' . . . . . '• . 

. . . 

, 17. No member shall be expelled unless she has been 
cited verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided 
his -residence be known to the church. . .. _ 

··-· •,' ., . •-t . -. - ; '• . 
_ · · 18. When a· witness; not a member of the church; -is 
introduced, he shall not be· examined till,the question has 
been put to the church: "Will you hear the testimony of 
this witness?" · . · · · 

' . - -' . '' . •. -- ' . . - . 
-19. The evidence in . every case _ of dealing .·and ac- . 

knowledgement shall be minuted in the church book. • 
· 20. Members dismissed from the church by ·letter who · 

. tecomes disorderly or continue to hold their. letters with oct 
[•. good reason,. shall be cited to the conference to· answn~ 
for their conduct. ·_. · . . . ' - - . . 

·_ 21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowshi:p 
en their .petition if their walk since· expulsion has convinc::d · 
the church that they have sincerely repented of their forf!l"-
er evil conduct. --·. • · . : · .. - - -· · · · ' 

• . . 
• 

22. A vote shall not be takeir upon any question .with~-
out a move and a second, and in all important questions !]:; 
vote shall be taken by rising to the feet. • ··. · . 

. . . ' . - . . . . 

- · 23; No motion shall be made while a move and second .. - . ' 

is before the conference .... __ . __ . . . · · . 
. . ' . . ' .. -- . ' .. ' ~ -~ 

• · 24, It shall be considered disorderly for any member 
to absent himself from conference when an important ques-

' 

• 

• • 

• 
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tjon is to be decided; but a member, upon his request, may_ 
be exempted from'voting on either side iri peculiar cases.: < . . 

• • • • • • ... •' > • ~ • • ·-· 

_·· · · · _25. No member. shall leave· the house ·during confer-: 
·.·· ence without a sufficient cause, nor engage in conversa­

tion or whispering without being subject· to be called to or~ 
derby the moderator;· · · · · · · ·· · 

-~- . ,-_~.· .. 
~ ~ 

26. All ·discussions in conference · must be· conducted 
with calrimess and good feeling; those who speak must i:ise 
to their feet and. address the moderator ,and keep to the 

. point in debate. . · · · . 
• 27. No _on~ shall speak more than three times on .the 
same motion without permission from the' moderator, nof 
shall the remarks of any one be unreasonably long. · 

·.· · 28. When ·the· moderator·. speaks· .. in debate· he · mu~t 
nominate some brother moderator to his stead . · · · 

. . 29. ·.:No on~. shan be interrup.te.d while speaking unles~ .. 
it is necessary to .call hhn to order. · · · · · 

·, 30. it shall be th rule. of th'e church to attend to t':l~ .. 
. 2.dministration ·of the: Lord's supper at least four times. a 
year, and the expenses are to be paid by the church. , . , · 
-~ .... '. ..·---~ 

. 31. Members not in good standing shall not commum. 
but the administration shall not be deferred on account cf 
any ordinary matter of dealing. . ·· • · · · · · · · .... · : . · ·. 
'· .. ·. 32 .. Feet washing shall . be attended to. as th~ chur:!h . - . ,_. - - . ... " . ' ' . - ·. . ~ - . .. , .. _. -· ... 
sees proper. · · ·· 
... : ... ·.,.. ·. . , ... ·•.· -··· .... -.,·· .- .-~ ·-·. 

·. · 33. · Public fasting, humilation and prayer shall· be 
observed ~m proper occasions. . .. .. · · · · · 

.... 34. It ~hall be thedutyof the pastor to take up col~ 
lections ·quarterly · for . the support of the·· home ·.mission · 
Wor. k. . . . . . . . . ' 

" ,;_-. . . 
35. It shall be the duty of each church to appoint a 

committee. to revise the. church book once, a .year. ·. ' . . . . . . . . .- . 

. 37. This decorum may be altered or amended by t:hc 
vote of two-thirds of the members present at any two sue; 
cessive monthly ·conferences. · · ' . . . · ·· 

. . - : ·•· Associational Constituti~~-. ·. ~-~- · 
. . ' 

1. A church proper in its lowest sense is· a. body of 
Christians united and congregated· together for the pur­

. p0se of worshiping God and promoting His cause; arid in 
·.which· the Gospelis regularly preached; the ordinances duly 

··.administered and the principles of holiness .encouraged and 

. . . 
• 

• 

• 
. . 

•·. ; -

• 
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practiced. ···Each church or body. thus. 'formed is separate 
part: thereof; UJ!tit it has reached one hundred; then for 
every fifty, or fractional-part thereof, and go .on increasing 
and independent in itself; possessing the right to direct. its. 
ow,ri:affairs in its own way~ subject only in certain difficult 
cases to· arbitrate by sister churches .. Such churches may, 
l:wweyer, unite in associational capacity for· purposes of. 
inore thorough organization,.efficient work and for genera! 
and mutual good of all without surrendering any of their 
individual rights: Therefore,:: the • churches hereinafter 
mentioned resolve themselves into a body edesiastic to be 
known as -the. ·Martin Association .·· of · ··Free Will Baptist. · . 
which shall meet annually at such time and place as may 
be agreed upon bv the body at its annual meeting. . . .·. :· .. 

. . ~ -

· 2. The association,•when.assembled, shall be composed 
<•fall ministers of the association; both ordained·.and .licell­
tiates, and 'the delegates or messengers chosen by .th.3, sev-
eral churches 'from time to time for that purpose. ·•· . ·. ,.. .... . .._- ' 

. 3. ',['he. number of deleg~tes to be determined by thn 
membe1~ship of the respective' churches. To simplify. thi1: 
'vewill state that' any church is. entitled totwodelegates, it 
matters not how:few members ifmay have. That after it 
has attained fifty ·members W shall then be entitled to. on.~ 
more delegate to every twenty.:five membres. or fractional 
in this ration to any number . 
. ·· .. - 4. The officers. of the association· shall consist ·of a 

' ,•, - . ., .; ~ ,. ,.•- . ·-· ' ' ' ' .. - -. . . . -

moderator, clerk, and treasurer, to be chosen annually from 
the members present; moderator and clerk to be elected by 
ballot. · · ·•· · · · · • ·· · · ·· · ·· · · · · · · · . . 

. , .. 

, · 5. It .shall be. the duty of the moderator to preside 
. f ' . • . -' - . • " ,... . • ' . 

over the body during the session atwhich he is elected, cnH 
the next succeeding session to orrlel", enforce the rules ef 

. ' 
the decorum, decide all questions of discipline, and in· C!.l'3f.: 
of atie, to-cast·the' detiding vote.· · · · · · · · · · 

. . . 
. · 6. It-'sha.ll be the duty of the ciei·k t6 keep an acct1rafe 
record· oFthe· business transaCtions of the association, su-. . 
perintend the printing of the minutes and :draw on the 
treasurer for the funds to discharge the ·expense of. the 
same: He shalL hold office until his successor is elected and 
installed, and shall receive. such compensation for his ser­
vices as·the association ma:y deem proper to allow. · .. · ~--
.. , : 7. ·There shall be an· executive committee of discreat€ 
brethren appointed annually by the moderator, or elected 
by. :the body who shall properly· be ·the association in recesa; 
~nd 'whose duty:may be more fully defined· from· time b.· 

• 
• 

"'' •• 
' ' . --...... __ - .. ··- ----
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time . by the association. 
the number. · 

The treasurer shall-· be one of 
• . .. 

• 

. · ·. s .. When the_.- association is assembled a majo.rity- of 

.'all_ the members enrolled shan· be required to form a que-
rum for· the transaction of business. .. . _ . 

9. All- debate~ shall be conduct~d in a Christian anc; 
speaking on any question which is submitted to .the cor-.· 
brotherly spirit. AU sl:Iall be. allowed the privelege o~ 
consideration of the body. · ... 

10 . .Every speaker shall rise from his seat, address the 
moderator, and keep to the question in debate, and shall 
avoid all unpleasant. reflections· and personalities. 

. . 11. No brother shall be allowed to consu~e more than 
fifteen minutes in one speech, or speak more than twice (Ill 

the same subject except by permission from the moderat01~ 
orbod~ · · · 

• 

12. All questions shall be submitted by move and se<'- · 
ond the ·first motion taking ·precedence in point of ·order. 
Every motion seconded must be acted· upon, unless with­
drawn· by the . mover. · 

. . . 

13. The business shall be taken up in order accordinQ' . 
to the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to sus­
pend the regular rules _for a time for purposes which appeal.' 

• . . . -

proper. . . 
14. The moderator shali. at each session, ·invite co'!~~. 

responding del~gates from other bodies of our own order,. 
and also ministers from other denominations to seats, when 
thus seated shall be entitled to the friendship· of honon.ry 
members. . . _ . . . 

. . - • 

Assoria tional ·Covenant ... 
Having been, we trust, brought together to organizf! 

an association; by divine grace to embrace our Lord .Jesus .· 
·Christ, to give ourselves :up wholly to Him, with all humility 
and brotherly love; to watch over each other for good. and 
stir up each other to love arid good work, and not forsaking 
the ·frequent· assembling of ourselves together . with oiu· 
neighbors to worship· God according to His revealed wlll, 
as occasion may require; to warn, rebuke and admonish each 
other according to the rules of the Gospel, -'hat the knowl­

. edge may be thereby promot'ed to the end ·We will upholJ 
the public worship of God and the ordinances of His house, 
v.nd hold constant communion with each· other therein; ani 
we will cheerfully contribute our property· for the main-

• 

• 
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tenance of a faithful minister of the Gospel among. us and 
for the extension of the blessed Redeemer's kingdom among 
us universally. We will not omit family and closet religion 
at home nor allow ourselves in the too common neglect of 
the great and important duty of religiously training our 
children for the service of God and the enjoyment of heaven 
We will also sympathize with each other in seasons of temp­
tation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the le­
cessities of the saints. We will especially pray and with 
each other for the churches universally, .for the promiseLl 
effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion, and . · 
the ingathering of the elect and may the God of Peace, wt~o 
brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ. that 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant,· makes us perfect in every good work 
to do His will, thatwe may not only enjoy a name and place · 
in the church or earth but finally with His glorious church 
of the first born of Heaven in ascribing blessings, honor, 
might, majesty to Him who sitteth' on the throne and th8 
Lamb·forever.- · · 

• 

·Doctrinal · Views 
1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men 

divinely inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly instructior. 
that has a God for its author, salvation for it send and 
truth without miture of error for its matter; that it reveals. 
the principles by which God will judge us, and therefo1:e, 
it shall remain with us to the end of time, the true cente1· 
of Christian union and.· the supreme standard to which· &~l 
human conduct and opinion · sho.uld conform.- . 

2. That there is but one true God, whose name is Jp.:. 
hovah the maker and ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpreq.: 
sively glorious in holiness, worthy_ of all possible honor, con-· 
fidence and love, revealed in the personal distinction of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfe<.:­
tion, and executing distinct but harmonious offices Jn the · 
great work of redemption. ' . ' . . . . , . . ' . . 

-3. That man was created in a state of holiness under. ' 
the laws of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression.' fell 
from the' holy' and' happy state, in consequence of' whkh 
men are; sinners; not by constraint, but by choice, being. h7 
nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of 
God, wholly given to the gratification of the world, of Sat2.n 
and their sinful passions and therefore under just condem-

. nation to eternal ruin, without defence or excuse. 
. - . . - . 

4. ·That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grac~ . ' 

• 
• 
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through the meditation of the Son of God, who took upon 
him our nature; yet without .sin honored the law by His 
personal-· obedience, · and made atonement· for sin by His 

•death; being risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in 
·· Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful person the tende-r 

sympathies with divine. perfection, in every way qualified 
to be a suitable compassionate and all sufficient Savior. 

' . . 
·. 5 That the great gospel· blessings which Christ of His 

fullness betows on such as believe on Him is' justification; 
that justification consists in the pardon of sin and promis<' 
of eternal life. upon principles of 'righteousness and atone­
ment, and. that it brings us into a state of most 'blessed 
peave and favor with God. 

· 6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to 'lll 
by .the Gospel; that it is the immediate: duty of all to re­
ceive them by a cordial and obedient faith, and that noth­
ing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth 
but his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Jesua 
Christ which .. results will. subject him. to aggravated con­
demnation. · . . .. . .• . 

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerate:l 
or born again. That regeneration consists of giving a holy 
disposition to the mind, and. is effected in a manner abov~ 
our comprehension bv the power of the Holy Spirit prodtic~ 
ing a voluntary obedience to the Gospel; and that its pro­
per evidence is found in the holy fruits . which we bring 
forth to God. . . . . . . . . 
. ·· 8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, ac­
cording to which· He regenerates. sanctifies and saves ~in-· 
ners. That being perfectly consistent with the free agency 
()f mari, it comprehends all means· with the end, that it is a 
most glorious display of God's goodness, being infinitel:r 
wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting 

. and promotes humility. prayer, praise, trust in God, and 
active imitation of His free mercy; that it is the foundation 
.:>f Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard 

-· to ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence. 
' 
-· 9. 'That the preserving attachment of true believers to 

··._ Christ the grand mark'which distinguif1hes them from su­
. · perficial professors; that a special providence watches over 

their welfare and that they are kept by the power of Goff 
· · through faith unto. salvation. · · · 

10. That the law· of God .is the· eternal, unchangeable 
rule of His government; that it is holy, just and good, that 
the inability which· the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to 

• 
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fulfill the precepts arise entirely from their love of sin to 
deliver them from . which and to restore them through a 
mediator to ·unfeigned obedience to the Holy ·law is on:: 
design of the Gospel and the means of grace connected w_ith 
the establishment of the visible church. · · 

11. That 'the first day of .the weekis the. Lord's day. 
or Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to -re­
ligious purposes by abstaining from all secular labor and 
recreation by the direct observance of all means of grace, 
both: public and private, and prepare for the rest which . 
remains for·the people of God. · · 

. . 

12. That civil gov'ernment is of diyine appointment 
for the interest of order of human society; that the magis· 
trates are to. be prayed for conscientiously; honored and 
obeyed 'in all things not contrary to the will of· our Lo!"d 
Jesus Ch:rist, who is the Lord of conscience and Prince uf 
the ·kings of the earth. 

13. That · tlier~ is a radical and essentiar differenc<' 
tetween the· dghfe'ous and wicked, and that such only are 
justified by faith in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
is sanctified by. the spirit ·of God as are truly righteous in 
His··esteem .while ·.all such· as continue ··in impenitence ·and 
unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and under the curse and 
this distinction holds, good among men, both in and after' 
death; ;.; .· .:" : . . .. · · . 

< • • • 

· · '14:··That the· end of this· world is approaching wher. 
Christ will descend from the Heaven and raise the de~.d · 
from their graves to ·final retribution, that solemn sepal"a­
tion will then·take place, the righetous being adjudged to 
everlasting happiness and the wicked to endless punishme'1f. 
and his judgment will forever fix the final state of men in 
Heaven or Hell on prinCiples of righteousness. John 5:25; 
Matt; ·25 :31; 41:46 . 

. . 

. ' . . . . _ _. .. 

.... <. , , .. . Articles .of Faith . . . 
• 

1:· The Scripture,· The Scripture of the old · and· the 
New Testaments were· given by the inspiration of God, and ·. 
are . binding on . all- as our only · rule of faith and practice .. 
There is only one living and true God, infinite in all of hig 
attributes; the Creator, Preserver and· Governor of the 
Universe, revealed :to us in the Scriptures as Father,·. 'Son 

' . . . -

and Spirit. · · · 

- 2. ·Christ. He is. God . manifest. in the flesh; being in 
His divine nature true; God, in His human nature true man, 
united-in the person of Messiah as .the mediator for· the 

• 
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· redemption· of the world. · " . ' -· -. ' 

' - _. - ·•,_ .' 

• :.. , 8 •. The Holy. Spirit~ ·He possesses alLpersonal. divin~ 
• 

attributes belonging:to·the Reformer, Comforterand Sane-
. tifier of men. · .. .. · · · · .. :: · 
· · 4. · Divine·· Purpose and Providence. ·The; purpose · · of 
God are eternal· and immutable, and His Wise and Holy 

· Providence· is over all things· to secure His ·only glory'~ ~nd. 
· · the highest welfare ·of all' creatures. ·. · · 

• 

. . · 5. Original State and FalFof--Mari.''Man was createil 
'upright, but by disobedie:rYce felHntd a state of sin and con-

. · deinm1tiori. All his posterity inherits his·. fallen nature, 
which is cherished by indulgence so 'all who come to years 
moral accountibility, sin and come short of the glory of · 
God. 
. 6. The Atonement. Christ is His great compassion. 
offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and those by 
His life, suffering and death, made an atonement which is 
full and free to all, and opens the only wayto salvation. · 

7. Grace. No one can by his own work merit, obtain 
salvation which is wholly of the grace of God, and through 
which all spiritual blessings are bestowed upon us. 

8. Condition of Salvation. These are . repentances im­
plying Godly sorrow for open concessions and other repun-

. citations of sin, faith or the unreserved committal of the 
mind and heart to receive, obey and trust in Christ, regen­
eration by the Holly Spirit,. whereby the soul is feed from· 
the dominion of sin and brought into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God.· 

. 
9. Election. God has not fixed the future state of 

man by any unconditional decree, but determined from the 
beginning to save all who could comply with the conditions 
of salvation. 

10. Perservance. None ·.will be finally · saved buc 
those who, through grace, perservance in holiness: 

11. Salvation Free. God desires the . salvation uf all 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and 
whosoever will, may come and take of· the dater of life . . . 

• 

freely. . · . 
· 12. The Freedom of the Will. The human will is not 

controlled by any fatal necessity or external force, but is 
free and self-determined, having power 'to yield to gracious 
influences or resist them and ·perish. · · 

13. Gospel Ordinances. Baptisms or the immersion of 

• • • 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
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believers in water, and the Lord's supper are ordinances to. 
be perpetuated under the Gospel or universal obligation- xnd 
to be administered to all true believers. . . 

. ~--~ . . .. 

14. The Sabbath. The Christian Sabbath is a . divine 
institution binding on all, .. and should be observed by ab­
staining from all secular. business,. amusements and. conse. 
crated. to the worship of God and t'o spiritual improvement . ' ' " "··-• 

15. The Resurrection. Final judgment and final re­
tribution Christ will make His second appearance at the . 
end· of the world, when the dead will be.raised, the judgment .. 
will_ set, the- righteous. will be received to eternal hissed­
ness,· ai1d the wicked hanished to endle~s suffering. 
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CHURCHES PASTORS CLERKS 

'A. P. Norris. !'. W. Cordell Corinth 
Friendship 
New Salem !H. L. Cattrett W. R. Barber 
New Home No. 1 H. L. Cattrett W. E. Lane 
Pilgrim Home . I · · 
Springfield J. M .. Emanuel W. B. Ragan 
Belview iJ. M. Emanuel Effie Kimbrell 
Hammock Spring A. P. Norris W. M. Barbee 
Mt. Zion No. 1 \J. M. Emanuel Paul M. Emanuel 
Thompson H. L. Cattrett M. C. Lovett 
New Home No. 2 A . .J. Tomlinson Dock Kelly 
McLendon Hts. 
Pelham 
Mothers Home I J. T. Lunsford 
Mt. Zion No. 2 · 
Hebrew A. P. Norris 
Mt. Gillead A. B. Ard 
Cool Springs I Rufus Hyman . 

• 

• 

Mrs .. Belle McGuirk 

C. C. Martin 
R. G. Vickers 
M. J. Floyd 
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Colquitt, Ga. 
Colquitt, Ga. · . 

Blakely, Ga. 
Colquitt, Ga. 
Donalsonville, Ga. 
Arlington, Ga. 
Colquitt, Ga. 
Whigham, Ga. 

Colquitt, Ga.· 

Donalsonville, 
Brinson, Ga. 
Faceville, Ga. 

• 

Ga. 
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