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¥GRTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION

MINUTES:

PROCEEDINGS

At eleven o‘clock Friday a. m. the Introductory Sermon
was preached by Elder A. B. Ard, concluded by Elder E.

A, Drake. Text 4th chapter and 16th verse of 1st Thessa-

lonious “For the Lord Himself Shell Descend From:- Heaven
With the Voice of the Archangels and With the Trump of
God; And the dead in ChI‘lSt Shall Rise Flrst ?

Noon hour recess.

Friday p. m. The asscciation was convened by call of -
. Elder A. P. Norris, Moderator. At 1:30 oclock song ser-

vice. Prayer by Brother W. H. Drake.
Organized permanently by electing the followmg of fi-

cers: W. H. Drake. Moderator. He having declined on

-account of phyvsical disability, Elected Elder A. P. Morris,
Moderator. J. E. Drake, Secretary and Treasurer. -

Called fo: corresponding letters from the churches of

this association and received letters -ag follows: Read by
Bros. J. W. Diake and C. G. Jordan. o

The churches and thelr representatlves were enrolled
as follows:

. Corinth Church : S D. Ml]ler F. W. Cordell, J. W. |
Drake, B. W. Miller. :

New Salem: G. W. Chambers, D. J Roland

Friendship: Not represented.

New Home No. 1: C J. Dawson, Sam Meradlth and .
A. S. P. Dawson. '

Sprmgfleld W. B. Reagm J. J Drake.
Belview: B. J. Rhames, James W. Haire.
 Hammock Sprmgs S. J. Drake Lee Grant Marvm
' Hughes W. M Barber, Lee Drake and C. W. J. Barber.
'Mt. Zion No. 1: Earnest Finchel, C. C. Jordon.
Thompson W. H. Dunn, G. W. Grlmes |
,New Home No. 2: Rev. A. J. Tomlison.
McLendon Helghts Not represented
~ Pilgrim Home:
Pelham:
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| “Mother’s Home: Mrs Belle McGulrt
~~ Mt. Zion No. 2: | ST

'Hebrew E. D. Strlckland H Suhvant C C Martln

- Mt. Gillead: J S. Heard.

~ Cool Springs: J. H. Poston Willie Poston.

'  Invited ws:atmg brethren to seats with us.
Called for petltlonary letters Recelved none.
Appointed committees as follows -

- On Sabbath Schools C G. Jordon Elder E A. Drake,

R 5 H "Poston.

- On Devotlon C C Martln F. W Cordell S J Drake .

' “On Resolutlons J W Drake Elders J M Emanuel and
| J W Norris. |

‘On Executlves "W. H Drake Chalrman C W Cham-'
bers, dJ. J.-Drake, C. C. Jordon andW H. Dunn L

-~ On Nominations: E. D. Strlckland S D M1ller and-‘
Elder A. J. Tomhson R |

On Finance: J. E Drake C. C Dawson B W Mlller

On InvestTgatlons W B Reagan Sam Merldlth C.
E. Fincher. .

On Temperance: Elders A J Tomllson J. M Emanuel
Iand E. A. Drake.

On Arrangements Allan Alday, C. C Martm and E
D. Strlckland |

On Resolutions: Inst1gated in 11eu of Suggestlons :El-
der J. M. Emanuel, Elder J. W. Norris and J W. Drake.

Called for correspondents from other associations and’

. - received Bro. E. W. King from State Line of Alabama. Next

session will convene at Rocky Grove Church, two miles.
- from Malone. Florida, Thursday night before the second:
Sunday in October 1929 Rev. J. L. Tedder and Rev. Rufus

Hyman and Elder E. C. Williams from Midway of Georgia.
Their next scssion convenes at Pine View Church, Mlller

county, Wednesday and Thursday before f1rst Sunday in-

November 1929. o | -

| .Received from BenJarnme Randal Conference Elder .
L. S. Yates and wife- and G. J. Trlppe and ‘wife. Next ses-
sion to be held, Deep Creek Church, Jenklns County on -

- Central of Georgia Rallway, Tuesday nlght after scond
| Sunday in Ontober 1929 - -
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- Report of commlttee. on devotlonal Sermces-beg tmsub- |
mit the following: =~ We have elected Rev. J. W..Norris to

preach Friday evening at 7:30 o‘clock. Saturday morning E.
A..Drake to preach: at:eleven.o!clock:. This. repontto be.con-

tinued. E. J. DRAKE, Cha1rman

Adjourned. to. reconvene Saturday rnornmg- Closmg
- prayer by Elder J. M. Emanuel: | |

SATURDAY A. M:

~ Convened as appomted Song SerVIce 'Prajrer ' "by |
ElderL S. Yates. = -~ | -

" @alled. roll; of: ministers. andt messengerS«- and: perfected-

llsts Read minutes of Friday’s session, which were’adopted’. =~

Read.church and-associational Decorum and artlcleSof, faith.
Renewedtcall for corr.espondmg letters.. Received.none.

i Appomted correspondence to S1ster assoc1ation! as- fbl-u |
OWS:r- | | | .

To Chat:ahooohﬂe Elden E. A. Drake* | Elder JM:

Emanuel: - Nextisession:ta.be held;; church. Turner County
‘near AShburn, Thursday before 1st Sunday:in.October 1929;.

To ‘Salem of Klarida: Rewv.. E.; F.. Wllhamsf and. Rev.
| A B Ard. Thursday nlght before. lst Sunday in Oct 1929

To South Georgla by minutes: Rev John A.. Blanton :
Surrency, Ga.

. To Sout"u..astern of Alabama Elder A P Norr1S Elder

- A.B. Ard.. | - . .‘

T TLittle Rwer By mlnutes | | T T
- To-State. Line.of. Alabama W ‘B: Reagan;,J J Drake

| 1\/Ildvvayw~ C. G; Jordan* G.. W Chambers** Elden E‘ A‘
Drake. - - o
| TozBenJamm Rhndal Conference Elder E.l A‘ Drake‘j |
J E. Drake, llderJ M:.Emanuel.. It LT |

| Benedlchon by Elder Mllette R

Closmg prayer. by Elder: E C Wllhams

- Recessed for- preachmg Serv1ce Sermon by Elder E -
‘A Drake | v

SATURDAY P M

Aftel‘« paltakmg of a Sumntuous dmner Song Servme |
. _Prayer by . Elder Milette. -° a _

Called for reports of commlttees as folloWS L
On Nommatmns We your comm1ttee on nommatmn&
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beg to submit that we: have elected Cool Springs - Church .
Faceville, Ga., for place of holding the next session of this
association. Elder C. C. Cato.to .preach the 1ntroductory‘ o
/ sermon, with lder C E Gordon as Alternate. o

E D. STRICKLAND Chalrman

On Sabbauh Schools “We your commattee on Sabbath
~ Schools” submit the following, and urge that. each deacon
and minister of this association do their utmost to organize

‘and have maintained a ‘Sabbath School at their respective '

churches and contribute liberally to its support our means
- and presence, and work for the progress of and advance-
- ment of our oung people 1n ‘the work of Jesus Christ.

- J. H. POSTON Chalrman

) We your committee on’ Invest1gat1ons beg to report
_that we find all churches and: ministers in good standlng, o

so far as we are able to ascertain, and: urge a united effort
on the part of each of us for a greater love and better Work
~on the part of each church of thls assoc1at1on | -

"W. B. REAGAN Chalrman i

: We the commlttee on devot1onal serv1ces have select-
| ed Elder E F Wllllams to preach Sunday at 11 0 clock a. m.

- S. J. DRAKE Chalrman
We your Einance commlttee have received $61 37 from

| this assoc1at1on wh1ch we have turned over to the treasurer. . ..

© C. G: DAWSON, Chairman. .

o We your committee on temperance beg to submit: lst |
. - That we advise and insist on our people a total abstenance
~ from the use of all intoxicating beverages, -and in view of

our needs for the furtherance of the cause-of our Master.

" We further insist that our members refrain from going

e _into places unbecoming Christians, for Paul says,-‘‘Let not.. o

- “your good be evil-spoken of, Wherefore come ye out from

| 'amongst them, and touch not ‘taste not the unclean thlng |

A. J. TOMLINSON
- E. A. DRAKE,
| J. M EMANUEL

L Commlttee o
.~ On Resolutions: We your commlttee on resolutions
submit the fellowing report: That whereas, it has been

our custom heretofore to.at-the opening of each session
that we elect our officers to preside over the present ses-
~ sions, and deeming it best to have the officers elected at
- the close of each session for the next sess1on we there-
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fcre recommend that such change be made and made ef-
fective at this session. . Thereby giving the officers. the

entire Associational year whereby they may. better equlp'
themselves for the positions they hold.

- .~ Also that our Articles of I‘a1th Church Ordmances
_Doctrlnal views and Church and Assoe1at1onal Decorums
- be printed in booklet form and thereby el1m1nate the pre-
sert practice of reprmtmg these each year m the mmutes
of the ASSOC‘dtIOD Respectfully subm1tted

. W DRAKE Cha1rman
- J. M. EMANUEL
- J. W. NORRIS,

~On motion made that each of above’ suggestlons be
submltted to ithe assoc’ation separately, and on a volte on

- said resolutions the first carried and the later was lost.

'sald resolutmne the fll"St carr1ed and the’ latter was lost.

In accordanc W1th the above resolutmn to elect- Offl-
cers for the next sessicn of this association, Elder A. P.

Norris was elected Moderator and J. E. Drake Secretary
and Treasure1 for 'the next sessmn by acclamatmn | '

,_ "Elected Cool Sprmgs Church Facevﬂle Decatur Coun-
| ty,r Georgia, as the place for’ holdmg the next sessmn of -
‘thlS association. -

- " Elected Elder C. C. Cato to preach the mtroductory
- sermon, with Elder C. E. Gordon as. Alternate T e

" BExtended a vote of .thanks and appreclatlon to Hebrew
--."Church and .community for their courteous cons1derat10n'
of all visitors during thls session,. | .

Took the partmg hand .and - adJourned to meet W1th 't

Cool Springs Church, Faceville, Decatur County, Georgia,

- Thursday night before the 4th Sunday .in. October, 1929
- C‘osmg prayer by Elder E. A, Drake. .

Th1s sesqlon was one of peace and harmanv throughout
SRR ELDER A. P NORRIS; Moderator::
“Iron Clty, Georgla
I E DRAKE Secretary-—Treasurer
- Bainbridge, Georgla

R ORDAINED MINISTERS =
" J. M. EMANUEL, Arlington, Ga SRR TR
-+ 7 E. AUDRAKE, Bainbridge Ga.’ L
¢ ¢ A, P. NORRIS, Iron City, Ga. = -
.07 W.'C. CLENNY, Colquitt, Ga Rt 5

';'1 “A'B. ARD. Iron City, Ga. - ..
" JUF. CLEVELAND Johnson Fla
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- S:'W. HAIRE, Albany, Ga."
- G, C. CATQ, Colqultt Ga. - .
AL J. TOMLINSON Cairo, Ga..
H. J.. CATRETT, Colqmtt Ga
- P. C. GILLISPIE Pelham, Ga

' C. E. GORDON, Colquitt, Ga. EE

~J. W. NORRIS, Brinson, Ga. -
.. G.T. RENTZ, Damascus Ga. .- -
SO A McLENDON Colqultt Ga.

LICENTATE MINISTERS¢ S

E F. WILLIAMS, Colauitt, Ga. -
- N. L. LAMB, Chmax Ga..
. D. KELLEY Whlgham, Ga
| " H.. IIARRFLL Hartsfield, Ga..

ORDER OI‘ BUSINESS

1. Orgamze o -
.-Call for letters from Varlous churches.

.-Call for correspondence from mster assocra-. B

2.
3
- tions.
4, . Invite visiting brethren 1o seats W1th us
- 5. Call for -petitionary letters. .
6. Appoint committees. ...

7. Roll call and read decorum

8

9

. Appoint correspondents to sister assomatlons_"':.

. . 9. Call for report of commlttees
- 10. Elect Officers.

-7 11, Appoint time and nlace for next sess1on

120 AdJour*lment o

Assoaatlona] Decorum

B R

1. This Association shall be called to order bv th#_f""“{.
~ former moderator, who presided at the last session, if pres-~
“ent; if not present, then the Clerk, 1f he should be absen*

then by some other brother.

prayer. -

3. The moderator and cle1k of the proceedlng sessmn-f”-'

- shall officiate until the body is organized by electmg a mod
erator and clerk in any -way the body may direct. |

4. It shall be the duty of the moderator to ca]l che_ .

meetin gto order, to see that order is preserved, receive and

submit all questions to the body. He shall have the privi-- 3
lege of speaking but must call upon some othér brother 10

preside in his place while speakmor "He shall not have .the

right to vote unless the body. is equally: divided, when-h2 -

i H
L - - W . L .
=" L f... 5
¥ oL e -

2. This Assomatlon shall  be. Opened and closed Wlth
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may cast the deciding vote.

5. The members present shall be enrolled and thelr
names called as often as necessary. |

6. The maJorlty of the members present shall rule in
cases, except upon admission of new churches, which shall
require a unanimous vote. | * '

7. No member. shall absent hlmself from the hosue'

| Wlthout leave from the moderator, and no member shall
leave the association without the consent of the body.

8. All business shall be brought before the body by
2 move and second and shall be dlsposed of accordmg to
good usage. - ~ | -

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more thna three o

~ times on the same subject nor more than fifteen minutes
each time without permission from the body. =

'10. No person shall be disturbed while speakmo' un-
 less he departs from the subject and it w1ll be necessary tn
- call him to order. S -

11 Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a
“time and he must rise to his feet and address the moderator
and must not use abusive language or personal reflection

on any.one W1thout being subJect to a call to order by the

- moderator.

12. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a minute
cf the proceedings and read the same when called upon, to
ke corrected at the discretion of the body, and shall prepate
the minutes for publication, unless the association shall an-
point some one for that purpose. He shall keep all books and
 papers belonging to the association and read the same when
~ ordered to do so, and shall have such compensatmn for hh

R serv1ces as the association may prescribe.

'18. It shall be the duty of the correspondmg secretary
to carry on correspondence by wrlitmg to persons belonging
to other associations of like faith in any way that would
. be likely to create mterest in th1s assomatlon for 1ts promo—-
- tlon and well being. - -

14.'It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep ail

RS money committed to him by the association, and to keep the
~account of receipts and expenditures, make a report at

every association if called upon, pay out money when or- -
dered to do so by the assoc1atlon, and shall receive sucl.
ccmpensatlon as the association may prescribe.

15. These rules of decorum may be amended at the

. olscretlon of the assoc1at10n
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- Government and Ordmances |
1 ‘"We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of

¢, Christ is-a congregation of Christians constituted and gov-

erned accordmg to the rules 1a1d down m the New Testa

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the
form of government and ordinances of the first Christian
churches, and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ.

8. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole

‘number of Gospel churches, and that the invisible chureh
is composed of the redeemed now in Heaven; and of such -
Christians now on earth as are not attached to the v1s1ble,- g
accordmg to the -Gospel rules. -

. 4. That the estabhshment of a central or Cathohc
- government over the visible church or any part thereof is
a device of earthly ambition repugnant to the word of God -
and subverswe to the churches and dangerous te the hber- -

ties of men. - _ .

- ..5. That the Gospel churches are the only eclesnstlcm
bod1es or tribunals authorized by the Scripture; that éach
church has the unrestrlcted rlght to administer its own

government without supervision or interference, being un- -
der Christ essentlally independent and absolute and that if
this right is surrendered to a superintending jurisdiction

by delegatlon or otherwise the assembly ceased to be a go:,-
pel church. B ) |

0. That churches may - nevertheless we suppose,:meat
by delegates, form an association and declare the terms
upon which they will-keep up a friendly correspondence but .
that the rights and authority of the churches being inaliea- -
“able are in no wise compromised by or hindered by entering

“into an association, therefore associations have no shadow

cf authority over churches or individuals, their only powers
bemg to transact business which does not pertain to church-
es in.their eclesiastical capacity, or to promote mutual in-
tercourse and concentration of voluntary effort, and to.
~ give that advice to churches which mlght with equal au-
thority. be given by an ‘individual.

7. That the authority of. churches is des1gnated fo* R
tne perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel and for
the preservatlon of a pure and corderly body of Christians
~cn earth, that is fully sufficient for the purpose intended, -
but it: dces not extend to the person’s property or €01-
sc1ences of men in any case Whatever |
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| 8. That the only requlsltes to church membership are
faith in Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in

Christ necessarily - exists in connection with the belief in S
" the fundamental truths of Christianity, and to prescrioe

any other requisites of church membershlp 1S an assump-
tion on the part of the church and a departure from the
_plan of the Gospel. o

- 9. That the offlcers of the church are elders and dea -
-cons; that elders are also called bishops-and pastors; that
all elders are equal in rank ; though they may perform. dif-
ferent functions since some may be bishops or pastors of
partlcular church, while others. may be 31mply elders, hav—
ing no pastoral charge S | :

- 10. That the authorlt,; of the mmlster of the Gospel
extends to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no fur-
ther, that he can not perform any act which belongs to-the
authority of the church, such as the reception of -members
into the church he is no more than any other member, and
if he is gullty of transgression he is to be brought to trial
before ris brethren and convicted or acqulted in the same
manner as if he were a prwate person; yet we think it pri--
dent and proper to call in advisory help, especially 1f the
minister is to be tried upon a charge of heresy -

11. That Christian baptlsm is the immersion of a b*‘-
liever in water in- the name of the Father, and the Son and
of .the Holy Ghost. |

12. That the Lord’ Supper is an ordmance to be ob-
served in the church till the Lord comes. ST |

13. The elders and deacons must set apart to thelr
office by ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the
- presbytery and prayer, without which they are not author-
ized to administer: the 01d1nances pert‘umng to the1r 1“ .
spectwe offlces | T o ”

Church Decorum

1. The church ma} ‘choose a pastor annually at tht
last regular conference in association year; or if they pre-
fer it may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time
to continue from year to year, as long as they deem 1t p1 0~

per to keep up the connectlon |
8. The pastor shall be the moderator of the church -
but when he is absent or. does not sit as moderator bem,r'
present, some s ultable brother shall be appomted to 51t m
his place. =
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~ 4, There shall be two or ‘more deacons in the church

~ - whose duty- it shall be to'superintend the collection." and
. disbursement of the contributions made by the church for
- . the pastor, etec., and to distribute the bread and Wme in the

'f.:":_.'admmlstratIon of the Lord’s supper. -

A T
{'ff' T
5 . .

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as
1cfuse or neglect to partake:of the Lord’s supper and en:

. - deavor ‘to.ascertain the cause, that the same may be latd

before the church in conference if necessary LT

‘6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk az..d
iy shall be his duty to do all the recordlng and other writir.g
pertaining to the business of the church and to preserve a

- f1le of the mmutes of the assoclatlon

7. When a new clerk is appomted all the books ete..
belonging to ‘the ‘clerk shall be 1mmed1ately dellvered to

h*m by his’ predecessor. :

St

8. When a church deems it necessary, commlttee of
not less  than thiee male members well acquainted wi‘h
business, shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to give

advice to brethren who apply to them relatlve to cases of
dealmgs etc., with the churches S

9. The church shall hold' two days meetmgs monthly S

embracmg Saturday and the Lord’s day followmg the fll"qu o
cf Wthh shall be the regular tlme of conference. -

“10. Tt shall be the duty of every member male or fe

male, to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on

that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in
special manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doc
trme, discipline and- the rule of holy living.

11, Any male ' member, ‘who “shall fail to attend three

_ successwe conferences, and any member -whatever who may

Le generally remiss in attendmg the meetings of the church

accordmg to:. the covenant. (Article 10), shall beecited to

appear in confrence -and answer for h1s neglet;  but - the

‘church may: exempt members from this rule if necessary

12. Conference, after prayer or divine service: shall '

. be opened as follows: (1) Inviting visiting brethrén to

seat. (2) Opening -the door of the church for the recept1on

| of members. (3) Calllng for the readmg of the mmute"

or the last conférence. (4)" Calling for absentees (6) For

acknowledgements (6) For references or deferred busineas
(7)) For new matters of dealings, which-are to come befom
Lhe body (8) For miscellaneous business.
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- 18, Vis1t1ng brethren, as.help calléd ‘in from sistev {h.?'f"'_-
churches, shall be allowed to speak and: make motlons and
seconds but not allowed to vote. - .- .-

-p._-i

14, Any orderly member-of the Baptlst church may
*-_be rece1ved into- the church without letter, when it is made "

- apparent- that his 'Christian character is unimpeachable, =

‘and that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it

. ‘because ‘he -desired to Jjoin this or some sister church. Al‘
other members must-join by letter or baptlsm ‘ |

- 15. ‘No member shall be received: without the unani-
‘mous- consent - of the members present, -but unreasonable

 objections shall not be valid and unless withdrawn the mem-.-

ber who makes them shall be liable to be taken under deal-
1ngs by the church. o |

. 16. When the. rloderator calls for absentees, the clevk
shall inform the church what members have: been absent
from three successive conferences, -and the moderator shall

"tppomt some brother or brethren to C1te each of them to thc
ne'{t conference -

17 No member shall be expelled unless she has been

cited verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provrded -

hls reS1dence be known to the church

18, When a witness, not a member of the church, is
mtroduced he shall not be examined till the question has

been put to the church “Wlll you h_ear the testlmony of -

-thlS witness?” .. o
- 19. The ev1dence in every case of dealmg and ac-1'

N knowledgement shall be minuted in the church book.

920. Members dismissed from the church by letter who -

. kecomes. d1sorde11y or continue to hold their letters without

¢ good reason,. shall be c1ted to the conference to ANSWEY
for thelr conduct - S A

-21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowshm . :

cn their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinez3 -
- the church that they have smcerely repented of thelr f01m-'

| 'er evil conduct. -

22, A vote shall not be taken upon any questlon Wltl"- o
out a move and a second, and in all 1mportant questions tho
vote shall be taken by r1smg to the feet..

23 No motlon shall be made Whlle a. move and second'

1s before the conference B T

24, It shall be cons1dered dlsorderly for: any mémber
| 'to absent himself from conference when an important ques-
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tion is to be dec1ded but a member, upOn his. request, may 7
be exempted from: votmg on either side in peculiar: cases.' -
- 925, No member shall leave the house durmg confer-

i ence without a sufficient cause; nor engage in conversa-

tion or whispering Wlthout bemg subJ ect to be called to or-- :
der by the moderator. - , |

926. All d1scuss1ons in conference must be conducted

Wlth calmness and good feeling; those who speak must rise |
to their feet and -address the moderator and keep to the
point 1n debate. - 1 - S

" 27. No one shall speak more than three tlmes on: the
same motion without permission from the moderator, nor
- shall the remarks of any one be unreasonably long.

28, When the ‘moderator speaks " in debate he must *
nommate some brother moderator to his stead . SRR

29. No one shall be 1nterrupted Whlle speakmg unless_.
'.1t 1s necessary to call him to order | |

- 80. It shall be th rule of the church to attend to tae .
,-admlmstratlon of the:Lord’s supper at least: four. tlmes a .
year and the expenses are to be paid by.the church

'31. Members not in. good standmg shall not commune

but the administration shall not be deferred on account cf |
any ordlnary matter of dealing. | -

32 Feet Washmg shall be attended to as the chur"h' j

33, Pubhc fasting, ‘humilation and prayer shall be H'.
'observed on proper occas1ons

34, It shall be the duty of the pastor to take up col—

lectlons quarterly for the support of the home ‘mission
work -- .

| 35 It shall be the duty of each church to appomt a
.commlttee to revise the church book once a year. -

87. This decorum may be altered or amended by tne o

-vote of two-thirds of the members present at any two sucs
cesswe monthly conferences SN |

Assomational Constltutlon '

1 A church proper in its lowest sense is'a’ body of

'Chrlstlans united and congregated - togethér for the pur-
pose of Worshlplng God’ and promoting His cause; and ir .
which-the Gospel is regularly preached; the ordmances duly
.~ administered and the principles of holiness encouraged and

- fj‘}



~ FORTY-SECOND: ANNUAL SESSION

practiced.'_:' -Kach church or body thus formed:is separate

part:thereof;, until' it has:reached one hundred; then for
every fifty, or fractional- part thereof, and go on increasing

‘and mdependent in itself; possessmg the right to direct.its.

own affairs in its own way, subject only in certain difficult

cases to arbitrate by sister churches. Such churches may,
- however, unite in associational capacity for purposes of_
more thorough organization, efficient work and for genera!

and mutual good of all W1thout surrendermg any of their
individual rights. Therefore," the ' churches hereinafter

mentioned resolve themselves into a body eclesiastic to be -
known as-the Martin Association - of -Free Will Baptist. -
which shall meet. annually at such time and place as may
~ be aereed upon bv ‘the body at its annual meetmg |

2. The assocmtlon ‘when. assembled, shall be compose |

ct' all mmlsters of the assoclatlon both ordamed and . hcen-

~ tiates, and the delegates Or messengers chosen by the sev-

eral churches from tlme to t1me for that purpose.

. 3. The number of delegates to be determmed by the
membership of the respectwe churches. To simplify  this
we will state that any church is entitled to two delegates, it

“matters not how few members' it-may have. That after it
has attained fifty members it shall then be entitled to one -

more delegate fo-every twenty-flve membres, or fractlona]
in this ration tfo any number.. : . | .

.. 4. The officers.of- the assoc1at10n shall con31st of a"

moderator clerk, and treasurer to be chosen annually from

ballot. Lo .
B, It shall be, the duty of the moderator to preslde

.....

| over ‘the body durmg the session at which he is elected,.call

the next succeeding session to order, enforce the rules ﬂf

the decorum, decide all questions of dlsc1p11ne and m case
of a tie, to-cast the deciding vote. -

6. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate

record” of-the-business transactions of the assoclation, su-
perintend the printing  of the minutes and ‘draw on the
treasurer for the funds to discharge the- expense of the

~same: He shall hold office until his successor is elected and
installed, and shall receive such compensation for his ser-

vices-as' the association may:deem proper to allow. . -

7 .There shall be an‘executive committee of dlscreate

brethren appointed "annually by. the moderator, or. elected
by the body who shall properly be ‘the assoc1at10n in recess,

‘and ‘whose duty may be more fully:defined from time {5,
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time by the assomatlon The' treasurer' shall-‘- be oneof
the number S | .

8. When -the assoc1at1on is assembled a maJor1ty of

'f,.?'all the members enrolled shall be required to form a quf‘-
| rum for the transactlon of business.

9, All debates shall be conducted - ln a Chrlstlan anc

speakmg on any question: which'is: submitted to. the cor-
brotherly. spirit.. All' shall- be allowed the prwelege ot
consideration of the body. T -

10. Every speaker shall rise from h1s seat, address the‘ |

| moderator and keep to the question in debate and shall
| avold all unpleasant reflectlons and personal1t1es -

| 11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more. +hanl |
_ f1fteen minutes in one speech, or. Speak more than twice on

the same subJect except by perm1ssmn from the moderatoy
or body. " : )

Every motion seconded must be acted upon unless with-
drawn by the mover.

| 13. The business shall be taken up in order accordme'_
‘to the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to sus-
pend the regular rules for a tlme for ‘purposes which anpeat |

proper.

- 14, The moderator shall, at each sess1on,_1nv1te co*--
responding delegates from other bodies of our own order,

and also ministers from other denominations to seats, when

thus seated shall be entltled to the frlendshlp of honorars |

membcrs

Assoclatnonal Covenant

Havmg been ‘we trust, brought together to orgam?ﬂ_
an association; by divine grace to embrace our Lord Jesus
-Christ, to give ourselves up wholly to Him, with all humility

and brotherly love; to watch over each other for good, and

~ stir up each other to love and good work, and not forsaking

the frequent assembling of ourselves together with our
nelghbors to wo1sh1p God according to His revealed will,

as occasion may require; to warn, rebuke and admonish each
- other accordlng to the rules of the Gospel, *hat the knowi-

edge may be thereby promoted to the end We will upholJ

- the public worship of God and the ordinances of His house, '

and hold constant communion with each other therein: anl

we will cheerfully contribute our property for the main-’

12. All quest1ons shall be submltted by move and sec-
ond the first motion taking precedence in point of order.

e h e ey, i ——— gy =ik
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tenance of a faithful minister of the Gospel among us.and
for the extension of the blessed Redeemer’s kingdom among
us universally. We will not omit family and.closet religion
at home nor allow ourselves in the too common neglect of
the great and 1mportant duty of rehglously training our
children for the service of God and the en) joyment of heaven
We will also sympathize with each other in seasons of temp-
tation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the 1e-
cessities of the saints.. We will especially pray and with
“each other for the churches universally, for the promised

effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion, and . -

the 1ngather1ng of the elect and may the God of Peace, wiio
brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ. that
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, makes us perfect in every good work
to do His will, that we may not only enjoy a name and place
in the church or earth but flnally with His glorious church
of the first born of Heaven in ascribing blessings, honor,
might, majesty to H1m Who SItteth on the throne and +he
Lamb forever - o -

Doctrmal Vrews

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was ertten by men
divinely inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly instruction
that has a God for its author, salvation for it send and
truth without miture of error for its matter; that it reveals
the principles by which God will judge us, and therefove,
it shall remain with us to the end of time, the true center
of Christian union and the supreme standard to Whlch c-ul
human conduct and op1n10n should conform A |

9. That there is but one true God, whose name is Je— |
hovah the maker and ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpres-
sively glorious in holiness, Worthy of all possible honor con- -
- fidence and love, revealed in the personal distinction of the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, equal in every divine perfef‘-,
tion, and executmg distinct but harmonlous offlces rn the ‘
great ‘work of redemption. | '-

3. That man was created in a state of hollness under‘_"
the laws of his Maker, but by voluntary transgressmn fell
from the holy and happy state, in consequence of which
men are.sinners, not by constraint, but by choice, being.h7
nature utterly v01d of that holmess required by the law of
God, wholly given to the gratification of the world, of Satan.
and their sinful passmns and therefore under Just condem-
- natlon to eternal ruin, W1thout defence Or excuse.

4, That the salvatlon of smners is wholly of grace



MAR 'IN UNITED FREEWILL BAPTIST ASS’N

through the medltatlon of the Son of God, who took upon
him our nature; yet without sin honored the law by His
personal- obedience, -and made atonement for sin by His
.death; being risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in
" Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful person: the tender
sympathies with divine perfection, in every way qualified
to be a suitable compasswnate and all sufficient Sawor

‘5 That the great gospel blessmgs which Christ of HIS
fullness betows on such as believe on Him is Justlflcatlon,
that justification consists in the pardon of sin and promise
~ of eternal life upon principles of righteousness and atone-

ment, and that it brings us into a state of most b]essed
peave and favor with God.

- 6. That the blessmgs of salvatlon are made free to -;m
oy the Gospel; that it is the immediate: duty of all to re-
ceive them by a cordial and obedient faith, and that noth-
ing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth
but his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus
Christ which results: will subject hlm to aggravated con-
'demnatlon o -

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated
or born again. That regeneratlon consists of giving a holy
disposition to the mind, and is effected in a manner above
“our comprehension bv-the power of the Holy Spirit produc-
- ing a voluntary obedience to the Gospel; and that its pro-

per evidence is found m the holy frults Wthh we brmg
| forth to God | : --

- 8. That electlon is the gracmus purpose of God ans-
| cordmg to which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sin-
ners. That being perfectly consistent with the free agency

of man, it comprehends all means with the end, that it is a
most glorlous display of God’s goodness, bemg infinitely
wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterlv excludes boastmg *
~and promotes humility. prayer, praise, trust in God, and

active imitation of His free mercy ; that it is the foundation
- of Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard.
to ourselves, - demands and deserves our utmost dlhgence

9. That the preserving attachiment of true believers te
o "Chrlst the grand mark which distinguishes them from su-

- perficial professors; that a special providence watches over
their welfare and that they are kept by the power of God

through faith unto salvation.

10. That the law of God is ‘the’ eternal, unchangeable

- rule of His government; that it is holy, just and good, that |

the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to
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fulfill the precepts arise entirely from their love of sin to
deliver them :from which and to restore them through a
“mediator to unfeigned obedience to the Holy law is onz

design of the Gospel and the means of grace connected Wlth
- the establishment -of the visible church. -

'11. That the first day of the: week is the Lord’s day.- -
or Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to ve-
ligious purposes by abstammg from all secular. labor and

- recreation by the direct observance of all means of ‘grace,

both: public and private, and prepare for the rest which
remains for-the people of God. | R _

“12. That ecivil government is of drvme appolntment
for the interest of order of human society; that the magis.
trates are to. be prayed for conscientiou’sly;'honored' and
obeyed in all thmgs not -contrary to the will of- our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is'the Lord of consmence and Prlnce of
the- kmgs of the earth. . |

13. That there is a radical and essentlal ‘difference
Letween the rlghteous and wicked, and that such only are
justified by faith in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and
is sanctified by.the spirit of God as are truly righteous in
| His:‘esteern;.while -all such-as continue in impenitence -and
unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and under the curse and

this: d1st1nct10n holds good among men, both 1n and after. |
death e B N

4 That the end of thls WOl‘]d is approachmg whec
C-hI'lSt will descend from the Heaven and raise the dead'
- from ‘their graves to final retribution, that solemn separa-
tion will -then-take place, the 'righetousbeingadjudgedto
everlasting happiness -and the wicked to endless punishmen®
and his judgment will forever fix the final state of men in

Heaven or Hell on prlnclples of 11ghteousness ——John 5:25;
- Matt. 25 31; 41: 46 - |

- Artrcles of I‘alth L
1 The Scrlpture, The Scripture -of the old and the'

| l\lew Testaments: were given by the inspiration of God, and - .

are . b1nd1ng on.all-as our only rule of faith and practlcer
There is only one living and true God, infinite in all of his
attributes; the Creator, Preserver and - Governor of the -

Universe, revealed to - us- 1n the Scrlptures as Father Son |
and Spirit. - - N | |

- 9, .Christ. He is. God. mamfest in the flesh bemg in
His divine nature true, God, in His human nature trué man,
united-in the person of--Messiah- as -the mediator for the
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-redemptlon of the world. e o
oy " 3.. The. Holy. Spirit: He possesses all personal d1V1nu"

attr1butes belongmg to the Reformer Comforter and Sano-f |

- ._:~;rt1f1er of men.

4, Dwme Purpose and Prowdence The purpose of‘
-God are" eternal and immutable, and His Wise and" Holy |
- Providence' is over all things to secure HIS nly glory and'_
the hlghest welfare-of all creatures.. - - "

B, Or1g1nal State and Fall' of Man. Man Was created.
' -*uprlg'ht but by disobedience fell'info a state of sin and’ con-
“demnation. All his posterity inherits his" fallen nature,
- which is cherished by mdulgence so all who come to years

moral account1b1l1ty, sin and come short of the glory of
God |

6. The Atonement. Christ is His great compassion.
offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and those by

His life, suffering and death, made an atonement which is

full and free to all, and opens the only way to salvation.

7. Grace. No one can by his own work merit, obtaiu
salvation which is wholly of the grace of God, and through
which all spiritual blessings are bestowed upon us.

8. Condition of Salvation. These are repentances im-

plying Godly sorrow for open concessions and other repun-
citations of sin, faith or the unreserved committal of the
mind and heart to receive, obey and trust in Christ,’- regern-
eration by the Holly Spirit, whereby the soul is feed from

the dominion of sin and brought into. the glorious liberty
of the children of God. | o

9, Election. God has not fixed the future state of
man by any unconditional decree, but determined from the

beginning to save all who could comply w1th the condltlons
of salvation. - | | |

10. Perservance. None - 'Wlll be fmally - saved bUE
those who, through grace, perservance in holiness.

“11. Salvation Free. God desires the. salvation of all
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and

whosoever will, may come and take of the dater of life
freely . |

'12. The. Freedom of 'the .-Will. ‘The' human Will is not
'controlled by any fatal necessity or external force, but is
free and self-determined, havmg power to yield to gracious
mfluences or resist them and perish. | -

. 13. Gospel Ordm'mces Bapt1sms or the 1mmers.1on of
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believers in water, and the Lord’s supi)er are ordinahCes tc.
be perpetuated under the Gospel or universal obhgatlon and
to be admlnlstered to all true believers.

14 The Sabbath. The Chrlstlan Sabbath is a. d1vmc.-;-: o

institution binding on all, and should be. observed by ab-
‘staining from all secular business, amusements and conse. -
crated to the worship of God and to spiritual improvement.

15. The Resurrection. Final judgment and final re-
tribution—Christ will make His second appearance at the
end of the world, when the dead will be.raised, the judgment.
~ will set, the righteous.will bé received. to eternal blssed-'
ness, and the chkefl bamshed to endless suffermg

v e
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Corinth A. P. Norris. |¥. W. Cordell [ron City Ga. 2] 0] 0] 0] 3| 0] 5] 1| 172[§5.00| $5.00/$150.00
Friendship ‘ . L |
New Salem H. L. Cattrett |W. R. Barber Colquitt, Ga. 1 1| 8| 0] 8| 1] 2| 3| 137} 4.00 65.60
New Home No. 1H. L. Cattrett |W. E. Lane " IColquitt, Ga. " 4| 0] 4] 0] 4] 0] 0] 0] 78| 5.00 43.68
Pilgrim Home ' B | | o o IS I b |
" Springfield J. M. Emanuel  |W. B: Ragan Blakely, Ga. 4] 0} 0] 0] 0{ 0] 0] 2] 62| 3.00] 75.00
Belview - !J. M. Emanuel [Effie Kimbrell Colquitt, Ga. {8 4] 0] 0] 0]25] 0| 2] 198| 3.12] 34.29
Hammock - Spring A. P. Norris W. M. Barbee Donalsonville, Ga. 4| 4| 1} 0|20] 0] 4] 1] 56]-4.00] 4.00] '
M;t. Zion No. 1 J. M. Emanuel |Paul M. Emanuel Arlington, Ga. 12| 0 2| 21 0] 7 2] 64| 2.05] - 75.00
Thompson lH L. Cattrett |M. C. Loveit Colquitt, Ga. 3| 0| 0| 0] O O] 1] 0] 51| 1.60] - 26.53
New Home No. 2 4. J. Tomlinson [Dock Kelly Whigham, Ga. 1| 2| 1] 0] 1| O] 0} 0] “ 96| 3.00 - 6.20
McLendon Hts. | . S .
Pelham - | | . . : ) | N B R
Mothers Home |J. T. Lunsford [Mrs. Belle McGuirk Colquitt, Ga.’ 12| 0] 4] 0] 4] 0] 0] 1} 75 1.75
Mt. Zion No. 2 - . o R | | . -
Hebrew - JA. P. Norris = [C. C. Martin Donalsonville, Ga. |1| 0/'0] 3] 5| 0] 0] 0] 68| 2.50] 2.50] 62.00
Mt. Gillead A. B. Ard R. G. Vickers Brinson, Ga. 4] 4] 1) 0| 1! o) 0] 1] 63| 3.00f - [
4] 5] 9 0] 5| 0] 0] 2[ 63{10.00 .5.00{ 185.00
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