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I'riday morning at eleven o’clock, Rev. E. A Drake
brought a very forceful message, subject, “The Plan and
the Planer.” Text first 28 verses of 1st chapter of Genesis.:

Recessed for luncheon a barbecue was served to all
present. — | |

Friday P. M: 1 o’clock, a business session was convened
with Rev. E. A. Drake, Moderator pre51dmg Opening
- prayer by Rev. Joe Forte

The Churches corresponding by letter were with their

- representatives as follows:

| Corinth: J. M. Miller and wife; W. O Smith, Mre
-Mack Robinson, F... W. Cordell..

‘New Salem G. W. Chambers, W. R. Barber and wife;
D. J. Roland, J. W. Daniels and wife.
o Fr1endsh1p Mrs. Bryant Mock, Mrs. Salhe Lindsay,

W. E. Johnson.

New Home No. 1: J C. Roberts, Willie Lambert W. E.
~ Lane and wife; John West, H. E. Harlow

Sprmgfleld C. B. Reece, Crawford Helms, Walter
Capps.

~ Belview: Jas W. Haire and Wlfe J.. T. Chatman and
wife; C. C. Kimbrell and wife.

| Hammock Springs: G. W J. Barber, W. M. Barber,
B. B. Barber. |

"~ New Home No. 2: W L. Lamb, Edd Avery, Dock Kelly.
Mothers Home: Mrs. Hatcher, Bro. Addison and Wife.
Hebrew: Will Horne, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Barber.
Mt. Gillead: Ellie Heard, Fred Kelly, Thomas Heard.
Highway: Cell Perry, Carlton Bell, Perry Mills, C. T.

- Turner, Bur} Brogden. ' |

ThompsOn' Bush Grimes, Mrs. T. T. Grimes, Mr.

Crawford.

| Pilgrim Home W. J. Hllbourne H E. McNeil, Buford

Hatcher. |

- Mt. Glory: Not represented
Cool Springs: Mr. and Mrs. Ira Strlckland Tom Blount,

- Mrs. Etta Spooner. |

Visitors were recognized and seated. |

Called for petitionary letter, received none.

The Moderator appointed committees:

Sabbath Schools: Mrs. Tenella Cleveland, Mrs. G F.
Plckren G. L. Adison.

Sabbath Observance: Rev. Mack Robmson, C. B. Reece,
D. J. Roland.
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Proglam J C. Roberts W. L. Cleveland, W. J. H11-”
- bourne.

Resolutions: Rev H. L Catrett Rev D. Floyd Rev'
N. L Lamb.

- Executive: J. J. Drake G. W. Chambers J. C. Roberts
'W. L. Cleveland and F. W. Cordell. |
Nommatmns Carlton Bell, J. M. M1ller W L. Cleve-
land, H. E. Harlow.
| I‘mance ‘W. R. Barber, John West G. W. Chambers. .

- Investigations: J. W. Daniels, Jas W. Haire, Steve
Bush, Bush Grimes. :

- Obltuarles Rev H. L Catrett ‘Rev. D. Floyd Rev.
- N. L. Lamb.

Temperance J C. Roberts Mrs. W. R. Barber P. B.:
Hilbourne.

Arrangements: J. T. Hilbourne, H. E. McNeﬂ | W. J.
- Hilbourne. |

Education: Jno. E. Drake, W. L. Cleveland, D. J. Ro-

- land.

Suggestions: F -W C01dell,, .W L. Cleveland -Jas W.
Haire. |

Received c01respondents from other Assoc1at10ns
. Midway of Georgia: Rev. J. M. Emanuel Rev E. C.
Williams, Rev. Joe Forte.
| Benjamme Randal’bonference Rev. L S. Yates. Their
- next session to convene W1th Bay Sprmgs Church, Plain-
. field, Ga.

) Next session of Sabbath School Conventlon of this as-
sociation to convene with  Hammock Springs Church, near
Donalsonville, Ga., 1st Sunday in May, 1941. .
| Elected Jno D Drake, as deleate to National Conven-' |
tion-to be held in Oklahoma Tuesday after the 2nd Sun-
~day m July, 1941, W. L. Cleveland was elected as alternate

Report of Program Committee:

W have selected Rev. N. L. Lamb to preach ton1 ght

(Friday). Rev. Mack Robinson, Saturday A. M. 11 o’cloek,
Rev. J M. Emanuel Saturday night.

J. T. HILBOURNE, Chalrman
Moved and carried that two delegates be elected to
the State Convention to convene with Greenwood Church,
Mitchell County, Georgia, near Camilla, November 12, 13
and 14th, 1940. W. J. Hllbourne and W R. Ba1ber were
. elected delegates |

Recessed to Saturday A. M. 9 o’clock. Closing prayer

by Rev. Mack Robmson
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SATURDAY A. M., OCT. ZGTH
S Ccnvened at 9 o’clock, prayer by Moderator, Scripture

Convened at 9 o’clock, prayer by Moderator, Seriptur.

| 1eadmg from 2nd chapter of 1st Peter.

o Called roll ministers and delegates and perfected list.
" Read minutes of Friday’s session, on motion same w.:
approved.

Read Church Decorum Associational Rules and Arti-

cles of Faith.

" Received M1mster1a1 reports from Rev. D. Floyd, Rev
H L. Catrett.
| Upon motion duly seconded, Rev. Mack Robinson was
- added to'lists of ordained Mlnlsters he having been ordain
ed by Council of Missionary Baptlsts
Appointed corresponding delegates to other Associa-
Chattahoochee: Rev. H. L. Catrett. ‘
State Line of Alabama: Rev. D Floyd
Midway: Rev. H. L. Catrett.

Resolved to correspond with BenJamlne Randall Con— |

 ference, Liberty Association of Florida by Minute.

Recessed for preaching service and 1uncheon Cl_osing |

| p1ayer by Rev. D. Floyd.

SATURDAY P. M.
" Reconved at 1:80 o ’clock. Prayer and song service.
Heard reports of committees:

Finance: We, the committee on finance, have received

- $50.40 from this association.

| Sabbath Schools: We, your committee on Sabbath
- Schools, submit the followmg report: We find that some
of our churches are not maintaining Sabbath Schools. We

- urge and recommend that our ministers as pastors, do all
they can to establish a Sabbath School in every church in

this Association at once.

We commend such of our churches as are maintaining

- Sabbath Schools and ask the co-operation of all our mem-

- bership in carrying on this important branch of religious

- training for our young people that they may become moral
and-religious leaders.

MRS. G. E. PICKREN, Chairman.
Report of Committee on Nominations

We, your committee on Nominations, designate Bel-

view Chu1 ch as the place for holding our next session and
‘that Rev. H. L. Catrett preach the Introductory Sermon.
- That Rev Mack Robinson be elected as alternate.
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Report of Committee on Sabbath Observance
- We, your committee on Sabbath Observance, recom-
mend that we as Christian people, observe the the Sabbath
day and keep it Holy unto the Lord abstaining from word-
ly affairs and amusements, that the World might see our
good works and be const1a1ned to glorify our fd.’rher which
18 m Heaven.
Respectfully subm1tted, |
MACK ROBINSON,
C. B. FEECE,
D. J. ROLAND,
Committee,
. | Report of Commlttee on Education
We, your committee on education, sincerely mge our .
- membership to study to be approved of God, that realizing
that there is no other book that is so worthy of our study
as the Divine Word of God, and we feel that all of our
people would be more submissive to His Will should they
read the Holy Bible more.
| - W, L. CLEVELAND Chalrman.
Report of Committee on Su*ﬂ'gestwns
We, your committee on Suggestmns suggest that each
of our churches represented In this Association bring an
entrance fee of 10 cents per member or per capita in order
that our finances be sufficient to meet our financial re-
quirements in State and National Bodies, as well ‘as our
local expenses. That a Credentials Comm1ttee be appoint-

ed to receive and seat the delegations that represent the

churches that have complied with this suggestion.
. - F. W. CORDELL,
W. L. CLEVELAND,‘
- JAS. W. HAIRE,
Committee,

The recommendatlons of above named committee were
adopted by the membership of the Association, and made
effective for next session.

Report of Committee on Investigations $

We, your committee on Investigations, find that all
our churches are on a forward move, that our ministers -
are dlhgently seeking to carry on the work and our mem-
belthp is earnestly striving to promote our denommatlon' *
in a Christian like manner.

JAS. W. HAIRE, Chalrman

‘The above named committee was elected to serve and
report at the next session of the Assoc1at1on
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Report of Commlttee on Temperanc e

- We, your committee on Temperance, beg. to submit
‘that we find that a certamn element of our membershiz
- appear to occasmnally use and endorse the use of and traf.
~ fic of whiskkey, wine and beer. seeing the destructive in-
fluence of such indulgence upon any one we deplore the
condition of such people and admonish our membership tc
strictly abstain from such and live an example Worthy of

Emulation befoke the world. |
| P. B. HILBOURNE

MRS. W. R. BARBER,
J. C. ROBERTS,
- Committee. | |
Report of Committee on Arrangements ;
We, your committee on Arrangements, submit that we

find all necessary -arrangements for the comfort and well___

being of all visitors have been completed.
| P. B. HILBOURNE, Chalrman
Report of _Committee on Obltuarles '
| Since our last session the Great Creator has -seen f1t
tc remove some of our membership, which we chronicle ar
follows: Corinth Church has suffered the loss of: Sister

Lela Drake, Sister Frances Berry, Aria Rathel Falrcloth

Henry Barentine, Sister Emma Tyler.

Belview Church Slster Minnie Palker Bro Jesse W.
Haire.

New Home No. 1: Slster Sophla Roland Slster I
Iinfinger. .

Thompson Church: Sister Eula Inez Floyd

Highway Church: Sister Evie Engram Brogden.

These above nan.ed were reported to this committee

arid we are only able to rep01t such as come to our knew-
ledge. We feel that the going of these dear ones is a loss

- to our Association but we humbly submit to the will of Hlm
who doeth all thmgs well.

H. L. CATRETT Chalrman

Report of Committee on Resolutions
We, your committée on Resolutions, Recommend that
the Secr etary of this Association obtain some of the New
Tracts as adopted by the National Assocmtmn, that the

- same may be offered for adoption bv this Assocmtlon,

We recommend that this body voice its approval and
encourage the continuation of the tramlng camp at Camp

Sawyer in Decatur County for another yvear.
Resolved that this Association extend a raising vote
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of thanks to Pilgrim Home Church and community for its
splendid hospitality to us during our stay amongst then

Resolved that any church calling a pastor, who has no*
been ordained or who's ordination has not been approved
by the Ordaining Council of this Association, that the
Church of the membership of such a one, request his ordi-
natlon or approval at once.

‘H. L. CATRETT Chalrman

Reports of commlttees received and committees re-
lieved except such committees as hold over for the Asso-
ciational year.

Elected officers as follows: Rev. E A. Drake, Moder-
ator; Jno. E. Drake, Sec.-Treas; H. L. Catrett Asst Mod-
| erator W. E. Lane, Asst. Sec. -Treas
Selected Belview Church, Colquitt, -»Mlller County,

Georgia, as place of next conventlon Frlday before 4th
Sunday in Qctober, 1941.

| Elected Rev. H. L. Catrett to preach the Introductory |
| Sermon Rev. Mack Robinson, alternate.

" Extending rising vote of thanks to 'Pllgrlm Home
Church and community for their splendid manner of enter-
taining the visitorsiat this session.

- Took parting hand, adjourned to re-convene with Bel—
- view Chureceh, Colqultt Miller County, Georgia, Friday be-
fore the 4th Sunday in October, 1941.
| ... REV. E, A DRAKE Moderator,
JNO. E. DRAKE, Sec -Treas.

ORDAINED MINISTERS

MACK ROBINSON, Iron City, Ga. |
E. M. BROCKETT, Iron City, Ga.
-~ F. A. NORRIS, Iron City. Ga.
W. H. HORN, Donalsonville, Ga.
E. A. DRAKE, Bainbridge, Ga.
A. P. NORRIS, Brinson, Ga.
B. ARD, Rambrldge Ga.
R. BRASWELL Donalsonwlle Ga.
H. ELY, Iron Clty, Gaas
J. TOMLINSON, Climax, Ga. Rt 2.
L. CATRETT, Colqu1tt (za.
FLOYD, Colqu1tt QGa. B
S, A. McLENDON Colqmtt Ga
I.. D. SCOTT, Brinson, Ga.
TOM HENRY Colqu1tt Ga.
o LICENTATD MINISTERS

A.
D.
- W.
A.
H.
D.

'F'
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N. L. LAMR, Climax, Ga.

C. A. GILBERT, Colquitt, Ga.
-~ D. KELLEY. Whigham, Ga.

W. A. ADDISON, Colquitt, Ga.

ORDER OI‘ BUSINESS

. Organize. ,

. Call for lettels from various churches

. Call for corlespondence from sister associa-
tions.

Invite visiting brethren to seats W1th us.
Call for petitionary letters.

Appoint committees.

Roll call and read decorum. |

. Appoint correspondents to sister assoc1at10ns
. Call for report of committees.

10. Elect Officers for next session..

11. Appoint time and place for next session.

12, Adjournment.

‘Doctrinal Views

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was y written by men
Jivinely inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly instruction
that has a God for its author, salvation for its end and
truth without mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals
the principle’s by which God will judge us, and therefove,
- it shall remain with us to the end of time, the true center
- ¢f Christian union and the supreme standard to Whlc,h ol
human conduct and opﬂ“ ‘on snould conform.

2. That there is but one true God, whose name is Je-
hovah the maker and ruler of Heaven and earth. inexpre:-
sively glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, con-~
fidence and love, revealed :1n the pelsnnal distinction of the
Father, Son, and Holy Ghest, equa. in every divine pelfer'-

 tion, and executing distinct but halmomous offices in the
- great work of redemption. | |

| 3. That man was created in a state of holiness undet
.the laws of his Maker, but bv Voluntarv transgression fell
- from that holy and happy state, in consequence of which
" men are sinners, not by constraint, but by choice, being h7
- nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of
- God, wholly giver to the gratification of the world, of Satan
and their sinful passmm and therefore under just condem-
nation to eternal ruin, without defence or excuse.

. 4. That the Salvatlo_n of sinners is wholly of grace
through the mediation of the Son of God, who took upon

@mﬂ@@P.WNH
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him our nature; yet without sin honored the law by His
personal obedience, and made atonement for sin by His
‘death; being risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in
~ Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful person the tender

‘sympathies with divine perfection, in every way qualified
tc be a suitable compassionate and all sufficient Savior.

5 That the great gospel blessings which Christ of His
fullness betows on such as believe on Him is justification;
- that justification consists in the pardon of sin and promise

of eternal life upon principles of righteousness; that it is
-bestowed, not in consideration of anything which we have
done, but solely through His own righteousness and atone-
- ment, and that it brings us into a state of most blessed
peace and favor with God. '

- 6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all
by the Gospel; that it .s the immediate duty of all to ve-
ceive them by a cordial and obedient faith, and that noth-
- ing prevents the saivation of the greatest sinner on earth
- but his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus
- Christ which results will subJect him to aggravated con-
demnation.

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated
or born again. That regeneration consists of giving a holy
disposition to the mind, and is effected in a manner above
our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit produc
ing a voluntary obedience to the Gospel; and that its pro-

per evidence is found in the holy frmts which we bring
forth to God.

8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, 22
cording to which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sin.
- ners. That being perfectly consistent with the free agency
of man, it comprehends all means with the end, that it is &
‘most glorious display of God’s goodness, being infinitelx
wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boasting
and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in God, ani
active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages the
use of means in the highest degree; that it is the foundation
»f Christian assurance, and that to ascertamn it with regard
0 ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence.
9, That the preserving attachment of true believers te .
Christ the grand mark which distinguishes them from su--
perficial professors; that a special providence watches over
their welfare and that they are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation.

10. That the law of God is the eternal unchangeable



~ death.

' MARTIN UNITED FREE-WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

rule of His government; that it is holy, just and good, that
the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to
fulfill the precepts arise entirely from their love of sin to
“deliver them from which and to restore them through a-
mediator to unfeigned obedience to the Holy law is on:
ciesign of the Gospel and the means of grace connected W1th
the establishment of the visible church, |

| 11. That the first day of the week is the Lord’s day.
- or Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to re-
licious purposes by abstaining from all secular labor and
recreation by the direct observance of -all means of grace,
both public and private, and prepare for the rest Whlch
remalns for the people of God.

That civil government is of divine appomtment
for the interest of order of human society; that the magis-
trates are to be prayed for conscientiously; honored and
obeyed in all thlngs not contrary to the will of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who 1s the Lord-of conscience and Prince of
the kings of the earth.

13. That there is a radical and essential’ dlfference |
ketween the righteous and wicked, and that such only are
justified by faith in the name of theLord Jesus Christ and
‘18 sanctified by the spirit of God as are truly righteous in
His esteem while all such as continue in impenitence and
unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and under the curse and
this distinction holds good among men, both in and after .

- 14. That the end of this world is approachlng when
Christ will descend from the Heaven and raise the dead

from their graves to final retribution, that solemn separa-
- tion will then take place, the righetous being adjudged to
everlasting happiness and the wicked to endless punishment
and his judgment will forever fix the final state of men in
Heaven or Hell on pr1nc1p1es of rlghteousness —John 5:25;

- Matt. 25:31; 41:46.

- Associational Decorum -
1. This Association shall be called to order by the

. former moderator, who presided at the last session, if pres-

ent; if not present then the clerk, if he should be absent,
then by some other brother.

| 2. This Association shall be Opened and closed w1th
prayer. |

3. The moderator and clerk of the preceeding session |
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shall officiate until the body is organized by eleeting a
moderator and clerk in any way the body may direct.

4. It shall be the duty of the moderator to call the
meetmg to order, to see that order is preserved, receive and
submit all questions to the body. He shall have the privi-
lege of speaking but must call upon some other brother to
~ preside in his place while speaking. He shall not have the
right to vote unless the body is equally divided, when he
may cast the deciding vote.

5. The members present shall be emolled and their
names called as often as necessary.

6. The majority of the members p1esent shall rule in
cases, except upon admission of new churches, which shall
require a unanimous vote. | |

7. No member shall absent hlmself from the hosur
without leave from the moderator, and no member shall
leave the association without the consent of the body..

8. All business shall be brought before the body by

- a move and second and shall be dlsposed of %ccordmo' to
- good usage. |

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than three
times on the same s'ubject nor more than fifteen minutes
each time without permission from the body. :

10. No person shall be disturbed while speaking un
less he departs from the subJect and 1t will be necessary to
call him to order.

11. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a
time and he must rise to his feet and address the moderator
and must not use abusive language or personal reflectivs
on any one without being subject to a call to order hv the
moderator.

12, It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a minute
cf the proceedings and read the same when called upon, t¢

te corrected at the discretion of the body, and shall prepare- |

- the minutes for publication, unless the association shall ap .7 .=
point some one for that purpose. He shall keep all books and* " -

papers belonging to the association and read the same when
ordered to do so, and shall have such compensation for his
services as the association may prescribe.

13. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary -
to carry on corresponaence by writing to persons belonging
to other associations of like faith in any way that would
~ be likely to create interest in thlS association for its promo-
tion and well Leing. | | |
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- 14. 1t shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep all
money committed to him by the association, and to keep an:
. account of receipts and expenditures, meke a report ai
every association if called upon, pay out money when or

dered to do so by the association, and shall receive suel,”

ccmpensation as the association may prescribe.
- 15. These rules of decorum may be anwnded at the
-dlscretlon of the association. |

* Church Deccrum

‘1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the .
iast regular conference in association year: or if they pre.
fer it may choose a pastor-for an indefinite length of time
to continue from year to year, as long as thev deem it pro-
per to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen
at another time; but if the choice be made at a special con-

ference, the tlme must be appomted at a monthly meetmg
of the church |

3. The pﬂstor shall be the moderator of the chuych.
but when he is absent or does not sit as moderator, bemg
vresent, some suitable brother shall be appomted to sit ip |
his place -

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church
whose duty it shall be to superintend the collection and
disbursement of the contributions made by the church {-r
the pastor, ete., and to distribute the bread and wine in the
administration of the Lord’s supper.

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as
refuse or neglect to partake of the Lord’s supper and er
deavor to ascertain the cause, that the same may bz laid
before the church in conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk ard

it shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writirg
~pertaining to the business of the church and to preserve a

“'. file of the minutes of the association.

7. When a new clerk is appointed all the books, ete.
belonging to the clerk shall be 1mmed1ate]y delwered to

- him by his predecessor.

8. When a church deems it necessary, a commitiee of
- not less than three male members well acquainted wi*h -
business, shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to give
advice to brethren who applv to them relative to cases of
dealings, ete., with the churches.
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9. The churc: shall hold two days meetings monthly,

- embracing Saturday and the Lord’s day following the first

¥ which shall be the regular time of conference.

- 10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or fe
male, to attend each conference meeting if they can, for on
that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church in
special manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doc.
trine, discipline and the rule of holy living.

11. Any male member, who shall fail to attend fhrea_
successive conferences, and any member whatever who may

‘be generally remiss in attending_the meetings of the church
: according to the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited te

appear in confrence and answer for his neglct, but the
church may exempt members from this rule if necessary.

12. Conference, after prayer or divine service shal
be opened as follows: (1) Inviting visiting brethren to
seat. (2) Opening the door of the church for the reception
of members. (3) Calling for the reading of the minutes
of the last conference. (4) Calling for absentees. (5) Tor
rcknowledgements. (6) For references or deferred business
(7) For new matters of dealings, which are to come befovs
the body. (8) For miscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethren, as help called in from sister

_chmches shall be allowed to speak and make motions and

seconds, but not allowed to vote.

14. Any orderly member of the Baptlst church may
be received into the church without letter, when it is made
apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable,
and that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it
because he desired to join this or some sister church. Al ~
other members must join by letter or baptism.

- 15. No member shall be received without the umnani
mous consent of the members present, but unreasonable

cbjections shall not be valid and unless withdrawn the mem

~ ber who makcs them shall be hable 1:0 be taken under deal
‘ngs by the church.

- 16. When the moderator calls for absentees. the clerk‘
shall inform the church what members have been absent
from three successive conferences, and the moderator shall
appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to the
next conference.

17. No. member shall be expelled unless he has been
cited verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; prowded
his remdence be known to the church |
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18. When a witness, not a member of the church, is
- introduced, he shall not be examined till the question has

“been put to the chulch “Wil] you hear the testimony ol
~ this witness?”

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and ac
knowledgement shall be minuted in the church book.

20. Members dismissed trom the church by letter whg

Lecomes disorderly or continue to hold their letters without

a good reason, shall be cited to the conference to answel
f01 their conduct. |

21. Expelled members may be rastored to fellowshix

sn their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinecad
he church that they have sincerely repented of their form.
or evil conduct.

292. A vote shall not be taken upon any question with

rout a move and a second, and in all important questions the
sote shall be taken by rising to the feet.

23. No motion shall be made while a move and second
is before the conference.

24, It shall be considered disorderly for any membel
to absent himself from conference when an important ques-
tion 1s to be decided; but a member, upon his request, may
be exempted from voting on either side in peculiar cases

25. No member shall leave the house during confer
ence without a sufficient cause, nor engage in conversa
tion or whispering without bemg subject to be called to .ot
der by the moderator. -

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted
with calmness and good feeling: those who speak must rize
te: their feet and address the moderator ,dnd keep to tne
point in debate |

27. No one shall sp,.ealk more than three times on the
same motion without permission from the moderator, nor
shall the remarks of any one be unreasonably long.

When the moderator speakq in debate he muat

nommate some brethren moderator in his stead.

29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless
it is necessary to call him to order. |

30. It shall be th rule of the church to attend to tae
administration of the Lord’s supper and foot washing at

least four times a year, and the expenses are to be pald by
the church.

31. Members not in good standing shall not communes,
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but the administration shall not be deferred on account' cf
any ordinary matter of dealing.

Public fasting, humiliation . and prayer shall be
observed on proper occasions.

33. It shall be the duty of the pastor to take up col-

lections quarterly for the support of the home mission
WOl]x | |

34. It shall be the duty of each church to appoint a
rommittee to revise the church book once a year.

35. This decorum may be altered or amended by the
vote of two-thirds of the members present at any two suc-
"emwe ‘monthly conferences.

~ Artieles of Faith |

1. The Scripture, The Scripture of the old and the
New Testaments were given by the inspiration of God. ard
are binding on all -as our only rule of faith and practice.
There is only one living and true God, infinite in all of his
attributes; the Creator, Preserver and Governor of the
Universe. revealed to us in the Scrlptures as Fathe1 Son
“and Spirit. ~

2. Christ. He 1s God mamfeqt in the flesh, bemg in
His divine nature true, God, in His human nqtme true man,
“4qnited in the person of Mesmah as the medlatm for the
redemption of the world. - |

3. The Holy Spirit. He poseesses all personal divina

ittmbufes belonging to the Reformer, Comf01 ter and Sanc-
tifier of men. |

| 4. Divine Pmpose and  Providence. The purpoqe of
God are eternal and immutable, and His Wise and Holv
Providence 1s over all things to secure His only glory and .
the highest welfare of all creatures. .

5. Original State and TFall of Man. Man was creates
upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and con-
demnation. All his posterity inherits his fallen nature,
~ which is cherished by indulgence so all who come to years
of moral account1b111ty, sin and come short of the glory of

- God.

6. The - Atonement. Christ in His great compassion .
offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and those by
- His life, suffering and death, made an atonement which is

full and free to all, and opens the only way to salvation. |

| 7. Grace. No one can by his own work merit, obtain |
salvation which is wholly of the grace of God, and through
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which all spiritual blessings are bestowed upon us.

8. Condition of Salvation. These are repentances im-
- plying Godly sorrow for open concessions and other renun-
- ciations of sin, faith or the unreserved committal of the
- mind and heart to receive, obey and trust in Christ, regeu-
‘eration by the Holy Spirit, whereby the soul is freed from
the dominion of sin and brought into the glorlous liberty
of the children of God.

9. Election. God has not fixed the future state of
man by any unconditional decree, but determined from the
negmnmg to save all who could comply with the conditions
of salvation.

10. Perservance. l\lohe will be finally ~saved but
those who, through grace, persevere in holiness.

11. Salvation Free. God desires the salvation i}f all

the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and
whosoever will, may come and take of the water 01f life
freely.

12. The Freedom of the Will. The human will is not
controlled by any fatal necessity or external force, but is
Iree and self-determined, having power to yleld to gracmus
influences or resist them and perish.

13. Gospel Ordinances. Baptism or the immersion of
believers in water, and the Lord’s supper are ordinances to

be perpetuated under the Gospel or universal obhgatlon and
to be administered to all true believers.

14. The Sabbath. The Christian Sabbath is a divine
institution binding on all, and should be observed by ab-
staining from all secular business amusements and conse.
crated to the worship of God and to spiritual improvement.

15. The Resurrection. Final judgment and final re-
tribution—Christ will: make His second ‘appearance at the
end of the world, when the dead will be raised, the judgment
will set, the righteous will be received to eternal blssed-
ness, and the wicked banished to endless suffering.

Government and Ordinances
| .1- We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of
Christ is a congregation of Christians constituted and gov-

erned according to the rules laid down in the New Testa-
ment. -

9. That these rules require churches to reserve the
form of government and ordinances of the first Christian
churches, and to be composed of baptized believers in Christ.
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3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole
number of Gospel churches, and that the invisible churekb
is composed of the redeemed now in Heaven; and of such
Christians now on earth as are not attached to the visible;
according to the Gospel rules.

4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic
government over the visible church or any part thereof is
‘a device of earthly ambition repugnant to the word of God
and subsersive to the churches and dangerous to the hber- |
cles of men. |

5. That the Gospel churches are the only eclcsmstlml
bodles or tribunals authorized by the Scripture; that each
church has the unrestricted right to administer its own
government without supervision or interference, being un:
der Christ es;sentially independent and. absolute and that 1f
‘his right is surrendered to a superintending jurisdiction
by delegation or otherwme the assembly ceases to be a gos-
pel church.

6. That churches may nevertheless, meet by dele-
‘gates, form an ‘association and declare  the terms
apon which they will keep up a friendly correspondence but
that the rights and authority of the churches being inaliea-
able are in no wise compromised by or hindered by entering
nmto an association, therefore associations have no shadow
of authority over churches or individuals, their only powers
bemg to transact business which does not pertain to church-
ss in their eclesiastical capacity, or to promote mutual 1r-
tercourse and concentration of voluntary effort, and to
wive that advice to churches which mlght Wlth equal au-
Lhorlty be -given by an individual, .

7. That the authorlty of churches are designated for
che perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel and for
the pleselvatlon of a pure and orderly body of” Christians
on earth, that is fully sufficient for the purpose intended,
_but it does not extend to the person’s property or co -
sciences of men in any case whatever.

8. That the only requisites to church membershlp are
faith in Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in

Christ necessarily exists in connection with the belief in. .

the fundamental truths of Christianity, and to prescrioe °
‘any other reguisites of church membership is an assump-

* . tion on the part of the church and a dcparture from the

plan of the Gospel.
9. That the officers of the chulch are elders and dca
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cons; that elders are also called bishops or pastors; that
all elders are equal in rank; though they may perform di:-
ferent functions since some may be bishops or pastors of a
partlcular church, while others may be simply eldels, Nav-
ing no pastoral charge.

10. That the authority of the minister of the Gospel
extends to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no fur-
ther, that he can not perform any act which b'elOngs to the
anthority of the church, such as the reception of members -
into the church compact, of the expulsion of offenders, that
as members ot the church he is no more than any other.
member, and if he is guilty of transgression he is to be
brought to trial before his brethren and convicted or ac-
quitted in the same manner as if he were a private person;
vet we think it prudent.and proper to call in advisory help,
especially if the mlmster is to be tried upon a charge of
heresy. | |

11. That Christian baptlsm is the immersion of a be-

liever in water in the name of the Father, Son and
cf the Holy Ghost. |

12. That the Lord’s Supper is an ordinance to be oh-
served in the church till the Lord comes,

13. The elders and deacons must be set apart to their
cffice by ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the
presbytery and prayer, without which they are not author-
ized to administer -the ordinances pertaining to thelr re.
spective offices, |

Associational Congtitution .
| 1. A church proper in its lowest sense is a body of
Christians united and congregated together for the pur-
pose of worshiping God and promoting His cause, and inr
which the Gospel is regularly preached; the ordinances duly
administered and the vprinciples of holiness encouraged and
practiced. Each church or body thus formed is a separate
part thereof and mdependent in itself; possessing the right

i

to direct its own affairs in its own way, subject only in cer-

- tain difficult cases to arbitrate by sister churches. Such
churches may, however, unite in associational capacity for
purposes of more thorough organization, efficient work and
for general and mutual good of all without surrendering
any of their individual rights. Therefore, the churches here-
inafter mentioned resolve themelsves into a body eclesiastic
to be known as the Martin Association of Free Will Baptist,
which shall meet annually at such time and place as may
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be agreed upon bv the body at its annual meeting.

2. The association, when assembled, shall be composed
of all ministers of the association, both ordamed and liceri-
tiates, and the delegates or messengers chosen by the sev-
eral churches from time to time for that purpose.

3. The number of delegates to be determined by Eht‘
membership of the respective churches. To simplify this
‘we will state that any church is entitled to two delegates, t
matters not how few members it may have. That after it
‘has attained fifty members it shall then be entitled to omne
- more delegate to every twenty-five members, or {ractional

part thereof, until it has reached one hundred; then for

every fifty, or fractional part thereotf; and go on increasing
in this ratio to any number. |

| 4. The officers of the association shall consist of »

- moderator, clerk and treasurer, to be chosen annually from

- the members present; moderator and clerk to be elected by
ballot or as the Association deems proper.

5. It shall be the duty of the moderator to presids
over the body during the session for which he is elected,
~call the session to .order, enforce the rules of
the decorum, decide all questlons of discipline, and in case
of a tie, to cast the deciding vote.

6. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate
record of the business transactions of the association, su-
perintend the printing of the minutes and draw on the
- treasurer for the funds to discharge the expense of the
same: ,He shall hold office until his successor is elected and
installed, and shall receive such compensation for his ser-
vices as the association may deem proper to allow. .

7. There shall be an executive committee of discreate
brethren appointed annuallvy by the moderator, or elected
by the body who shall properly be the association in recess,
and whose duty may be more fully defined from time ta
time by the association. The treasurer shall 'be one Of

the number. -
| 8. When the association is qssembled a mmorlty of
all the members enrolled shall be required to form a que-
1rum for the transaction of business.

| 9. All debates shall be conducted in a Chrlstlan hke and
brotherly spirit. All shall be allowed the privelege of

speaking on any question which is submitted to the cor.
sideration of the body.

10. KEvery speaker s_hall rise to his feet, address the



MARTIN UNITED FREE-WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

L

moderator, and keep to the questlon in debate, and shall
avoid all unpleasant reflections and personalities.

- 11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more than
fifteen minutes in one speech, or speak more than twice n
the same subject e*ccept by pelmlsblon from the moderatov
or body.

12.. All questions shall be submltted by move and sec- -
ond the first motion taking precedence in point of order.
“Everv motion seconded must be acted upon, unless with-

drawn by the mover.

13. The business shall be taken up in order accorqu
to the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to sus-
pend the regular rules for a time for purposes Which appear
proper. - | ey

14. The moderator shall, at each session, invite cor-
responding delegates from other bodies of our own order,
and also ministers from other denominations to seats, when
thus seated shall be entitled to the frlendshlp of honorwr}
members.

Associational Covenant

Having been, we trust, brought together to organize
an association; by divine grace to embrace our Lord Jesus
Christ, to give ourselves up wholly to Him, with all humility
and brotherly love; to watch over each other for good. and
stir up each other to love and good work, and not forsaking
the frequent assembling of ourselves together with our
neighbors to worship God according to His revealed will,
a8 occasion may require; to warn, rebuke and admonish ea~h
other according to the rules of the Gospel, that the knowl-
edge may be thereby promoted to the end We will uphol]}
the public worship of God and the ordinances of His house,
and hold constant communion with each other therein; ant
we will cheerfully contribute of our property for the main-
tenance of a faithful minister of the Gospel among us and
for the extension of the blessed Redeemer’s kingdom amony
us universally. We will not omit family and closet religion
at home nor allow ourselves in the too common neglect of
the great and important duty of religiously traming our
children for the service of God and the enjoyment ot heaver
We will also sympathize with each other in seasons of temp-
tation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the 1e-
cessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with
each other for the churches universally, for the promised
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effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion, and
the ingathering of the elect and may the God of Peace, wrio
- brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ. that
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good work
to do His will, that we may not only enjoy a name and place

in the church on earth but finally with His glorious church
of the first born of Heaven in ascribing blessings, honor,

might, majesty to Him who sitteth on the throne and the
Lamb forever.
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