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MINUTES 
Friday morning at eleven o'clock, Rev. E. A. Drake 

brought a very forceful message, subject, "The Plan and 
/the Planer." Text first 28 verses of 1st chapter of Genesis. 

Recessed for luncheon, a barbecue was served to all 
present. 

Friday P. M; 1 o'clock, a business session was convened 
with Rev. E. A. Drake, Moderator, presiding. Opening 
prayer by Rev. Joe Forte. · 

The Churches corresponding by letter were with their 
representatives as follows: · 

Corinth: J. M. Miller and wife; W. 0. Smith, Mrs. 
Mack Robinson, F .. · w.·· Cordell .. 

New Salem: G. W. Chambers, W. R. Barber and wife; 
D. J. Roland, J. W. Daniels and wife. 

Friendship: Mrs. Bryant Mock, Mrs. Sallie Lindsay, 
W. E. Johnson . 

New Home No. 1: J. C. Roberts, Willie Lambert, W. E. 
Lane and wife; John West, H. E. Harlow. 

Springfield: C. B. Reece, Crawford Helms, Walter 
Capps. - . 

Belview: Jas W. Haire and Wife; J .. T. Chatman mid 
wife; C. C. Kimbrell and wife. - · 

Hammock Springs: G. W. J. Barber, W; M. Barber, 
B. B. Barber. 

New Home No.2: W. L.Lamb, Edd Avery, Dock Kelly. 
Mothers Home: Mrs. Hatcher, Bro. Addison and Wife. 
Hebrew: Will Horne, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Barber. 
Mt. Gillead: Ellie Heard, Fred Kelly, Thomas Heard. 
Highway: Cell Perry, Carlton Bell, Perry Mills, C. T. 

Turner, Bud Brogden. 
Thompson: Bush Grimes, Mrs. T. T. Grimes, Mr. 

Crawford. 
Pilgrim Home: W. J. Hilbourne, H. E. McNeil, Buford 

Hatcher. 
Mt. Glory: Not represented. 
Cool Springs: Mr. and Mrs. Ira Strickland, Tom Blount, 

Mrs. Etta Spooner. 
. Visitors were recognized and seated. 

Called for petitionary letter, received none. 
The Moderator appointed committees: 

. . 

• 

Sabbath Schools: Mrs. Tenella Cleveland, Mrs .. G F. 
Pickren, G. L. Adison. 

Sabbath Observance: Rev. Mack Robinson, C. B. Reece, 
D. J. Roland. 
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Program: J. C. Roberts, W. L. Cleveland, W. J. Hil
bourne. 

• 

Resolutions: Rev. H. L. Catrett, Rev. D. Floyd, Rev. 
N. L. Lamb. 

Executive: J. J. Drake, G. W. Chambers, J. C. Roberts, 
W. L. Cleveland and F. W. Cordell. 

Nominations: Carlton Bell, J. M. Miller, W. L. Cleve-
land, H. E. Harlow. . 

Finance: W. R. Barber, John West, G. W. Chami:iers .. 
Investigations: J. W. Daniels, Jas. W. Haire, Steve 

Bush, Bush Grimes. . 
Obituaries: Rev. H. L. Catrett, Rev. D. Floyd, Rev. 

N. L. Lamb. 
Temperance: J. C.· Roberts, Mrs. W. R. Barber, · P. B. · 

Hilbourne. · 
Arrangements: J. T. Hilbourne, H. E. McNeil, W. J. 

Hilbourne. 
. 

Education: Jno. E. Drake, .W: L. Cleveland, D. J. Ro
. land. 

Suggestions: F. W. Cordell, W. L. Cleveland, Jas. W. 
Haire. 

Received correspondents from other Associations: 
. Midway of Georgia: Rev. J. M. Emanuel, Rev. E. C. 

Williams, Rev. Joe Forte. . .- . _ ··-
Benjamine Randal!Conference: Rev. L. S. Yates. Their 

next session to convene with Bay Springs Church, Plain- . 
. field, Ga. · 

Next session of Sabbath School Convention ofthis as
sociation to convene with· Hammock Springs Church, near 
Donalsonville, Ga., 1st Sunday in May, 1941. 

Elected Jno. E. Drake, as deleate. to National Conven
tion- to be held in Oklahoma, Tues(day after the 2nd Sun
day in July, 1941, W. L. Cleveland was elected as alternate . 

Report of Program Committee: 
• 

W have· selected Rev. N. L. Lamb· to preach tonight· 
(Friday). Rev. Mack Robinson, Saturday A. M. 11 o'clock, 
Rev. J M. Emanuel Saturday night. · 

J. T. HILBOURNE, Chairman. 
Moved and carried that two delegates be elected to 

the State Convention to convene with Greenwood Church, 
Mitchell County, Georgia, near Camilla, November 12, 13 
and 14th, 1940. W. J. Hilbourne and W. R. Barber wer~ 
elected delegates. . . 

Recessed to Saturday A. M. 9 o'clock. Closing prayer 
.. by Rev. Mack Robinson. 
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SATURDAY A.M., OCT. 26TH. 
______ Convened at 9 o'clock, prayer by Moderator, Scripture 

Convened at 9 o'clock, prayer by Moderator, Scriptur-. 
reading from 2nd chapter of 1st Peter. 

Called roll ministers and delegates and perfected lisL 
Read minutes of Friday's session, on motion same yv.' 
approved. 

Read Church Decorum, Associational Rules and Arti
cles of Faith. 

Received Ministerial reports from Rev. D. Floyd, Rev. 
H. L. Catrett. 

Upon motion duly seconded, Rev. Mack Robinson was 
added to lists of ordained Ministers, he having been ordain 

. ed by Council.of Missionary Baptists. 
Appointed corresponding delegates to other Associa-
Chattahoochee: Rev. H. L. Catrett. 
State Line of Alabama: Rev. D. Floyd. 
Midway: Rev. H. L. Catrett. 

• 

Resolved to correspond· with Benjamine Randall Con
ference, Liberty Association of Florida by Minute. 

Recessed for preaching service and luncheon. Closing 
prayer by Rev. D. Floyd. 

• 

SATURDAY P.M. 
Reconved at 1:30 o'clock. Prayer and song service . 
Heard reports of committees: 
Finance: We, the committee on finance, have received 

$50.40 from this association. 
Sabbath Schools: We, your committee on Sabbath 

Schools, submit the following report: We find that-some 
of ou:· churches are not maintaining Sabbath Schools. We 
urge and recommend that our ministers as pastors, do all 
they can to establish a Sabbath School in every church in 
this Association at once. 

We commend such! of our churches as are maintaining· 
Sabbath Schools and ask the co-operation of all our mem
bership in carrying on 'this important branch of religious 
training for our young people that they may become moral 
and-religious leaders. 

MRS. G .. E. PICKREN, Chairman. 
Report of Committee on Nominations 

· · · We, your committee on Nominations, designate Bel
view Church as the place for holding our next session and 
that Rev.· H. L. Cat:·ett preach the Introductory Sermon. 
That Rev. Mack Robinson be elected as alternate. · 
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Report of Committee on Sabbath Observance 
We, your committee on Sabbath Observance, recom

mend that we as Christian people, observe the the Sabbath 
day and keep it Holy unto the Lord abstaining from word
ly affairs and amusements, that the World might see our 
good works and be constrained to glorify our father which 
is in Heaven. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MACK ROBINSON, 
C. B. FEECE, 
D. J. ROLAND, 

Committee. 
Report of Committee on Education 

We, your committee on education, sincerely urge our . 
membership to stu'dy to be1 approved of God, that realizing 
that there is no other book that is so worthy of our ;;tudy 
as the Divine Word of God, and we feel that all of our 
people . would be more submissive to His will should they 
read the Holy Bible more. 

W. L. CLEVELAND, Chairman. 
· · Report of Committee on Suggestions · · 

. ! . ... -

We, your committee on Suggestions, suggest that each 
of our churches represented in this Association bring an . 
entrance fee of 10 cents per member or per capita in order 
that ·our finances be sufficient to meet our financial re
quirements in State and National Bodies, as well'as our 
local expenses. That a Credentials Committee be appoint
ed to receive and seat the delegations that represent tile 
churches that have complied with this suggestion. 

F. W. CORDELL, 
W. L. CLEVELAND,· · 
JAS. W. HAIRE, 

Committee. 
The recommendations of above named committee were 

adopted by the membership of the Association, and made 
effective for next session. · 

Report of Committee on Investigations ' 

We, your committee on Investigations,. find that all 
our churches are on a forward move, that our ministers 
are diligently seeking to carry on the work and our mem
bership is earnestly striving to promote our denomination 
in a Christian like manner. _ 

JAS. W. HAIRE, Chairman. 
The above named committee was elected to serve and 

report at the next session of the Association. ·· 

• 
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Report of Committee on Temperanc e .. 
We, your committee on Temperance, beg. to submit 

that we' find that a certain element of our · membershi<: 
· appear to occasionally use and endorse the use: of and trai 
fie of whiskkey, wine and beer, seeing the destructive in~ 
fluence of such indulgence upon any one we deplore the 
condition of such people and admonish our membership· to 
strictly abstain from such and live an example worthy of 
Emulation befm·e the world. 

P. B. HILBOURNE, 
MRS. W. R. BARBER, 
J. C. ROBERTS, 

Committee. 
Report of Committee on Arrangements • 

We, your committee on Arrangements, submit that we 
find all necessary ·arrangements for the comfort and well 
being of all visitors have been completed. . 

, P. B. HILBOURNE,. Chairman. 
Report of Committee on Obituaries 

Since our last session the Great Creator has seen fit 
to remove some of our membership, which we chronicle af' 
follows: Corinth Church has suffered the loss of: Sister 
Lela Drake, Sister Frances Berry, Aria Rathel Faircloth,· 
Henry Barentine, Sister Emma Tyler. · 

Belview Church: Sister Minnie Parker, Bro. Jesse W . 
Haire. i 

New Home No. 1 : Sister Sophia Roland, Sister. E' · 
Enfinger. · · · 

Thompson Chu:·ch: Sister Eula Inez Floyd . 
·· Highway Church: Sister Evie Engram Brogden. 

These ·above nan1ed were reported to this committee 
mid we are only able to report such as come to our know
ledge. We feel that the going of these dear ones is a loss 
to our Association but we humbly submit to the will of Him 
who doeth all things well. 

H. L. CA'rRETT, Chai.rnmn. 
Report of Committee on Resolutions 

We, your committee on Resolutions, Recommend that 
the .Sec~·etary of this Association obtain some of the New 
Tracts as adopted by the NationalAssocl:ation, that the 
same may be offered for adoption by this Association; 

We recommend that this body voice its approval and 
encourage the continuation of thetraining camp at Camp 
Sawyer in Decatur County for another year. 

Resolved that this Association extend a raising vote 

.. 
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. 
of thanks to Pilgrim Home Church and community for its 
splendid hospitality to us during our stay amongst· then 

Resolved that any church calling a pastol'\ who has no" 
been ordained or who's ordination has not been approved 
by the Ordaining Council of this Association, that' the 
Church of. the membership, of such a one, request his Ol1di-
nation or approval at once. -

H. L. CATRETT, Chairman. 
Reports of committees received and committees re

lieved except such committees as hold over for the Asso
ciational· year. 

Elected officers as follows: Rev. E. A. Drake,' Moder
ator; Jno. E. Drake, Sec.-Treas; H. L. Catrett, Asst. M'od
erator; W. E. Lane, Asst. Sec.-Treas. 

Selected Belview Church, Colquitt, ·Miller County, 
Georgia, as place of next convention, Friday· before 4th 
Sunday in October, 1941. 

Elected Rev. H. L. Catrett to preach the Introductory 
Sermon, Rev. Mack Robinson, alternate. · · 

· · Extending rising vote of thanks to Pilgrim Home 
Church and community for their splendid manner of enter
taining the visitors·;at this session. 

Took parting hand, adjourned to re-convene with Bel
view Church, Colquitt, Miller County, Georgia, Friday be
fore the 4th Sunday in October, 1941. 

. 
• 
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. . REV. E. A. DRAKE, Moderator, 
JNO. E. DRAKE, Sec.-Treas. 

ORDAINED MINISTERS 
MACK ROBINSON, Iron City, Ga .. 
E. M. BROCKETT, Iron City, Ga. 
F. A. NORRIS, Iron City. Ga. 
W. H. HORN, Donalsonville, Ga. 
E. A. DRAKE, Bainbridge, Ga. 
A. P. NORRIS, Brinson, Ga. 
A. B. ARD, B:tinbridge, Ga. 
D. R. BRASWELL, Donalsonville, Ga. 
W. H. ELY, Iron City, Ga.. · . 
A. J. TOMLINSON, Climax, Ga. Rt. 2. 
H. L. CATRETT, Colquitt, Ga. 
D. FLOYD, Colquitt, Ga. 
S; A. McLENDON, Colquitt, Ga. 
L. D. SCOTT, Brinson, Ga . 
TOM HENRY, Colquitt, Ga . 

LICENTATE MINISTERS 

' 

• 
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N. L. LAMB, Climax, Ga. 
C. A. GILBERT, Colquitt, Ga. 
D. KELLEY. Whigham, Ga. 
W. A. ADDISON, Colquitt, Ga. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
1. Organize. 

· 2. Call for letters from various churches. 
3. Call for correspondence from sister associa-

0 

LJOnS. 
4. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us . 
5. Call for petitionary letters . 
6. Appoint committees. 
7. Roll call ancl read decorum. 
8. Appoint correspondents to sister associations. · 
9. Call for report of committees. 

10. Elect Officers for next session .. 
11. Appoint time and place for next session. 
12. Adjournment. 

0 

·Doctrinal Vie·ws 0 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men 
.1ivinely inspil;ed and is a treasure of Heavenly instrnctior. 
that has a God for its author, salvation for its end and 
truth without mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals . . 

the principles by which God will judge us, and therefole, 
· it shall remain with us to the end of time. the true center 
of Christian union ancl the supreme standard to which v.~l 
human conduct and opir:rm should conform. · 

2. That there is but one true God, whose name is !P
hovah the maker and ruler of Heaven and earth. inexprP> 
sively glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, con
fidence and love,revealed ;n the personal distinction of ti1e 
Father, Son, and Holy Gh( st. equa·. In every divine perfe~
tion, and executing distinct but hm·monious offices in the 
great work of redemption. 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under 
. the laws of his Maker, but bv voluntary transgression fp11 

. from that holy and happy state, in consequence of which 
·. men are sinners, not by constraint, but by choice, being h7 

nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law 0f 
God, wholly giver. b the gratification of the world, of :Sat2n 
and their sinful passions and therefore under ,iust conclem
nation to eternal ruin, without defence or excuse. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is whollv of g-rarn . . . 
through the mediation of the Son of God, who. took upon 

0 

• 
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him our nature; yet without sin honored the law by Hi:1 
personal obedience, and made atonement for sin by His 
death; being risen from the dead, He is now enthroned in 
Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful person the tender 

·sympathies with divine perf~ction, in every way qualified 
to be a suitable compassionate and all sufficient Savior. 

5 That the great gospel blessings which Christ of His 
fullness betows on such as believe on Him is justification; 
that justification consists in the pardon of sin and prom1s0 
of eternal life upon principles of righteousness; that it is 

·bestowed, not in consideration of anything which we have 
done, but solely through His own righteousness and atone
ment, and that it brings us into a state of most blessed 
peace and favor with God. 

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to <:tll 
by the Gospel; that it _., the immediate duty of all to l:·e
ceive them by a c0dial and obedient faith, and that noth
ing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on ear~l, 
but his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Je;;uJ 
Christ which results will subject hiin to aggravated con
demnation. 

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated 
or born again. That regeneration consists of giving a holy 
disposition to the mind, and is effected in a manner a~o"e 
our comprehension by the power of the Holy Spirit produc 
ing a voluntary obedience to the Gospel; and that its p:o 
per evidence is found in the holy fruits which we bring 
forth to God. 

8. That election is the gracious purpose of God, a:~ 
cording to which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves <;;in

. ners. That being perfectly consistent with the free agency 
of man, it comprehends all means with the end, that it is n 

·most glorious display o:f God's goodness, being iufinitel:; 
wise, holy, unchangeable; that ir utterly excludes boastin~· 
and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in God, a!1;1 
active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages the 
use of means in the highest degree; that it is the foundation 
)f Christian assurance, and that to ascertam it with reganJ · 
:o ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence. 

9. That the preserving attachment of true believers to .· 
Christ the grand mark which distinguishes them from su- · 
perficial professors; that a special providence watches over 
their welfare and that they are kept by the power of God 
through faith unto salvation. 

_10. ·That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeabl~ 

' 
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rule of His government; that it is holy, just and good, that 
the inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to 
.fulfill the precepts arise entirely from their love of sin to 

.··deliver. them .from which and to restore them througr.. a·. 
mediator to unfeigned obedience to the Holy. law is ons 
design of the Gospel and the means of grace connected with 
the establishment of the visible church. 

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day. 
or Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to l'e
ligious purposes by abstaining from all secular labor and 
recreation by the direct observance of all means of grace, 
both public and private, and prepare for the rest which 
remains for the people of God. 

12. That civil government is of divine appointment 
for the interest of order of human society; that the magis· 
trates are to be prayed for conscientiously; honored and 
obeyed in all things not contrary to the will of our Lo!'d 
Jesus Christ, who is the Lord- of conscience and Prince uf 
the kings of the earth. 

13. That there is a radical and essential differenct'! 
· tetween the righteous and wicked, and that such only are 
justified by faith in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ aud 

·is sanctified by the spirit of God as are truly righteous in 
His esteem while all such as continue· in impenitencE and 
unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and under the curse antl 
this distinction holds good among men, both in and after 
death. · · · . 

14. That the end of this -world is approaching when 
Christ will descend from the Heaven and raise the de?d 
from their graves to final retribution, that solemn sepal'a- · 
tion will then take place, the righetous being adjudged to 
everlasting happiness and the wicked to endless punishm~TJ~ 
and his judgment will forever fix the final state of men in 
Heaven or Hell on principles of righteousness. John 5:25; 

·Matt. 25 :31; 41:46. · 

Associational Decorum· 
1. This Association shall be called . to order by the 

former moderator, who presided at the last session, if pres
ent; · if not present, then the clerk, if he should be absent, 
then by some other brother. · 

' . -~ 

2. This Association shall· be opened and closed with 
prayer. 

3. The moderator and clerk of the preceeding session 

• 
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shall officiate until the body is organized by electing a 
moderator and clerk in any way the body may direct.. _ 

4. It shall be the duty of the moderator to call ·the 
meeting to order, to see that order is preserved, receive and 
submit all questions to the body. He shall have the rmvi
lege of speaking but must call upon some other brother t 0 

preside in his place while speaking. He shall not haYe the 
right to vote unless the body is equally divided, when h~ 
may cast the deciding vote. • 

5. The members present shall be enrolled and their 
Parnes called as often as necessary. · 

6. The majority of the members present shall rule in 
cases, except upon admission of new churches, which. shall 
require a unanimous vote. 

• 

7. No member shall absent himself from the hosnr
without leave from the moderator, and no member shalt 
leave the association without the consent of the body. 

8. All business shall be brought before the body by 
a move and second and shall be disposed of according to 
good· usage. 

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than three 
times on the same subject nor more than fifteen minutE'~ 
each time without permission from the body. 

10. No person shall be disturbed while speaking un 
less he departs from the subject and it will be necessary to 
call him to order. 

11. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at t.. 
f;ime and he must rise to his feet and address the moderator 
and must not use abusive language or personal reflectio~ 
on any one without being subject to a call to order hv tht> 
moderator. 

12. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a minute· . 
of the proceedings and read the same when called upon, tt. 
be corrected at the discretion of the body, and shall prepal·e 
the minutes for publication, unless the association shall a-p .· · 
point some one for that purpose. He shall keep all book-: an'!"" · · 
papers belonging to the association and read the same whP:t 
ordered to do so, and shall have such compensation for hif 
services as the association may prescribe. 

13. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary · 
to carry on cnrresponcience by writing to persons belonging 
to other asso:::iations of lilce -faith in any way that would 
be likely to create interest in this association for its promo
tion and well teing. 

• 

• 

• 
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14. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep _ail 
money committed to him by the association, and to keep an 
account of receipts and expenditures. mr-ke a report m 
every association if called upon, pay out money when or 
clered · to do ·so by the association, and shall receive sucL • 
ccmpensation as the association may prescribe. 

15. These rules of decorum may be amended at th~ 
· ,iiscretion of the association. -

· Church Decorun1 
1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the . 

last regular conferer..ce in association year; or if they pre· 
fer it may choose a pasto!"-for an indefinite length of time 
to continue from year to year, as long as they deem it pro-
per to keep up the connection. · · 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen 
at another time; but if the choice be made at a special con
ference, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting 
of the church. 

3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the chul'~l;.. 
but when he is absent or does not sit as modera.tor, bei~ 
present, some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in 
his place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the chur::-h 
whose duty it sha!l be to superintend the collection and 
disbursement of the contributions made by the church hr 
the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and wine in trt; 
administration of the Lord's supper. 

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as 
refuse or neglect to partake of the Lord's supper and ei 
deavor to ascertain the cause, that the same may b0 laid 
before the church in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be· appointed clerk at.d 
. .' it shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writirg 
··.<::,' •.pertaining to the business of the church and to preserve a 
<;:: :·: file of the minutes of the· association . 

• ! 
• -

• • 

. 

• 

• 
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• 7. When a new clerk is appointed all the books, etc.. 
belonging. to the clerk shall be immediately delivered to 
him by. his predecessor . 

8. When a church deems it nP.cessary, a committee of 
not less than three male members well acquainted wi•h 
business, shall be appointed, whose. duty it shall be to giv~' 
advice to brethren who apply to them relative to cas.:.s of 
dealings, etc., with the churches. 
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9. The churc:~ shall hold two days meetings month1v, 
embracing Saturday and the Lord's day following the fir~t · 
t_,f which shall be the regular time of conference. 

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or fe· 
male, to attend each conference meeting if they can, fJr un 
that day the pastor is expected to instruct the church iu 
special manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on doc-· 
trine, discipline and the rule of holy living. 

11. Any male member, who shall fail to attend three 
successive conferences, and any member whatever who m~y 
·be generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church 

: eccording to the covenant (Article 10), shall be cited tc., 
appear in confrence and answer for his neglct, but tht• 
church may exempt members from this rule if necessary. 

12. Conference, after prayer or divine service shall 
be opened as follows: (1) Inviting visiting brethren b; 
seat. (2) Opening the door of the church for the reception 
of members. (3) Calling for the reading of the minutes 
of the last conference. ( 4) Calling for absentees. (5) For 
P.cknowledgements. (6) For references or deferred business 
(7.) For new matters of dealings, which are to come befol.'f 
the body. (8) For miscellaneous business. 

13. Visiting brethren, as help called in from sister 
churches, shall be allowed to speak and make motions anJ 
Beconds, but not· allowed to vote. 

14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church may 
be received into the church without letter, when it is made 
apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable, 
and that he has applied for a letter and could not obtain it 
because he desired to join this or some sister church. All · 
other members must join by letter or baptism. 

15. No member shall be received without the unani 
mous consent of the ·members present, but unreasonable 
objections shall not be valid and unless withdrawn the mem 
ber who mak.::s them shall be liable to be taken under deal-
'ngs by the church. -

16. When· the moderator call~ for absentees. the cle-r.k 
:;hall inform the church what ·members have been absent 
from three successive conferences, and the moderator shall 
appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to thc 
next conference. 

17. No. member shall be expelled unless he has been 
dted verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided 
bis residence be known to the church. · 

' 
' 

' 
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18. When a witness, not a member of the church, is 
introduced, he shall not be examined till the question has 
been put to the church: "Will you hear the testimony o1 
this witness?" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and ac
knowledgement shall be minuted in the cl:urch book. 

20. Members di~Jmissed from the church by letter wno 
becomes disorderly or continue to hold their letters withol!t 
:.>. good reason, shall be cited to the conference to answH 
for. their conduct. 

21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowshiJ:. 
')n their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinc9d 
';he church that they have sincerely repented of their forn>· 
er evil conduct. 

22. A vote shall not be taken upon any question with 
')Ut a move and a second, and in all important questions the 
vote shall be taken by rising to the feet. 

23. No motion shall be made while a move and second. 
is before the conference. 

24. It shall be considered disorderly for any member 
to absent himself from conference-when an important ques
tion is to be decided; but a member, upon his request, may 
be exempted from voting on either side in peculiar cases 

25. No member shall leave the house during confer 
ence without a suffir:ient cause, nor engage in convm_·qa. 
tion or whispering without being subject to be called to .<>t 
cler by the moderator. 

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted 
with calmness and good feeling; those who speak must riK 
tc: their feet and address the moderator ,and keep to tf1EO 
point in debate. 

27. No one shall srJeaJ:. more than three times on the 
same motion without permission from the moderator, nor 
shall the remarks· of any one be unreasonably long 

28. When the moderator speaks in debate he mu~t 
nominate some· brethren moderator in his stead. · 

29. No one. shall be_ interrupted while speaking unleqs 
it is necessary. to call him to order. · 

30. It shall be th rule of the church to attend to f:le 
administration of the Lord's supper and- foot washing at 

. least four times a year, and the expenses are to be paid by 
the church. . · ·. · 

31. 1\'Iembers not in good standing shall not commune. 
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but the administration shall not be deferred on account cf 
any ordinary matter of dealing. 

Public fasting, humiliation . and prayer shall bE: 
observed on proper occasions. 

33. It shall be the duty of the pastor to talce up col-. 
\ections quarterly for the support of the home misswu 
work. 

34. It shall be the duty of each church to appoint a 
~ommittee to revise the church book once a year. 

35. This decorum may be altered or amended by the 
vote of two-thirds of the members present at any two sue· 
~e . .,~ive monthly conferences. 

Articles of Faith 
l. The Scripture, The Scripture of the old and the 

New Testaments were given by the inspiration of God, :1r..n 
<Jre binding on all as our only rule of faith and praetke. 
Ihere is only one living and true God, infinite in all of hi!l 
'0\ttributes; the Creator, Preserver and Governor of the . . 
Universe. revealed to us in the Scriptures as Father, 'Son 
•md Spirit. 

2. Christ. He is God manifest in the· flesh, being in 
His divine nature true, God, in His human nature true ml'm, 
•mited in the person of Messiah as the mediator for the 
redemption of the world . 

• 

3. The Holy Spirit. He possesses all personal divinJ 
lttributes belonging to the Reformer, Comforter and Sanc-
~·f· f . • 1 Ier o . men. 

• 

4. Divine Purpose and· Providence. The purpose . of 
God are eternal and immutable, and Hi~ Wise and Holv 
Providence is over all things to secure His only glory ~n(l . 
the highest welfare of all creatures. 

5. Original State and Fall of Man. Man was create~ 
upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of 'sin anr1 con
demnation. All his posterity inherits his fallen nature, 
which is cherished by indulgence so all who come. to yenrs 
of moral accountibility, sin and come short of the glorY of 
God. 

6. The ·Atonement. Christ in His great compassion 
offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and those by 
His life. suffering and death, made an atonement which is 
full and free to all, and opens the only 'vay to salvation. 

7. Grace. No one can bv his own work merit, obtain • 
salvation which is wholly of the grace of God, and through 
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which all spiritual· blessings are bestowed upon us. 
8. Condition of Salvation. These are repentances im

plying Godly sorrow for open conces:;ions and other renun
ciations of sin, faith or the unreserved committal of the 
mind and heart to receive, obey and trust in Christ, regeu· 
eration by the Holy Spirit, whereby the soul is freed from 
the dominion of sin and brought into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God .. 

9. Election. God has not fixed the future state of 
man by any unconditional decree, but determined from the 
oeginning to save all who could comply with thP. conditions 
oi salvation. 

10. Perservance. None will be finally saved but 
those who, through grace, persevere in holiness. 

11. Salvation Free. God desires the salvation Gf all 
the Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and 
whosoever will, may come and take of the water olf life . 
freely. 

12. The Freedom of the Will. The human will is not 
controlled by any fatal necessity or external force, but is 
free and self-determined. having power to yield to gracious 
influences or resist them and perish. 

' 

13. Gospel Ordinances. Baptism or the immersion of 
believers in water, and the Lord's supper are ordinances to 
be perpetuated under the Gospel or universal obligation find 
to be administered to all true believers. _ 

14. The Sabbath. The Christian Sabbath is a divine 
institution binding on all, and should be observed by ab· 
staining from all secular business, amusements and conse· 
crated to the wor.ship of God and to spiritual improvement. 

15. The Resurre<;tion. Final judgment and final re
tribution Christ will' make His second appearance at the 
end of the world, when the dead will be raised, the judgment 
will set, the righteous will be received to · eternal blssed· 
ness, and the wicked banished to endless suffering. 

Government and Ordinances 
1. We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of 

Christ is a congregation of Christians constituted and gov
erned according to the rules laid down in the New Testa· 
ment. 

2. That these rules require churches to reserve the 
form of government and ordinances of the first Christian 
churches. and to be composed of baptized believers in Chriat.. 
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3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole 
number of Gospel churches, and that the. invisible chur~h 
is composed of the redeemed now in Heaven;. and of such 
Christians now on earth as are not attached to the visible; 
according to the Gospel rules. 

4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic 
government over the visible church or any part thereof 1s 
a device of earthly ambition repugnant.to the worr1 of Gocl 
and subsersive to the churches and dangerous to the liber-
ties of men." · 

5. That the Gospel churches are the only eclesiastical 
bodies or tribunals authorized by the Scripture; that each 
r:hurch has the unrestricted right to administer its own · 
r,·overnment without supervision or interference, being un' 
der Christ essentially independent and absolute and that 1f 
.-his right is surrendered to a superintending jurisdiction 
by delegation or otherwise the assembly ceases to be a gos
pel church. 

6. That churches . may nevertheless, meet by dele
gates, form an association and declare . the terms 
upon which theY will keep up a friendly correspondence but 
that the rights and authority of the churches being inalie.1- . 
::tble are in no wise compromised by or hindered by entering 
1nto an association, therefore associations have no shndrnv . ' 

':lf authority over churchesor individuals, their only power3 
being to transact business which does 11ot pertain to church
~s in their. eclesiastical capacity, or to promote mutua! JF
tercourse and concentration of voluntary effort. and to 
give that advice to churches which might with equal au-
~hority be given by an individual. ' . 

7. That the authority of churches are designated for; 
che perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel and for. 
the preservation· of a pure and orderly body of Christiar:~1 
on earth. that is fully sufficient for the purpose intendeJ, 
but it does not extend to the person's property or co t

sciences of men in any case whatever. 
8. That the only requisites to church membership are 

fnith in Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in 
Christ necessarily exists in conneetion with the belief in, 
the fundamental h~uths of Christianity, and to prescriot~ ·· 
any other requisites of church membership is an assump-. 
tion on the part of the church and a departure from the 
plan of the Gospel. .. 

9. That the officers of the church are elders and dea. 
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cons; that elders are also called bishops or pastors; that 
all elders are equal in rank; though they may perform dif
ferent functions since some may be bishops or pastors of a 
particular church, while others may be simply elders, ha•·· 
ing no pastoral charge. 

10. 'That the authority of the minister of the Gos-pel 
extends to teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no fur
ther, that he can not perform any act which belongs to the 
authority of the church, such as the reception of members · 
into the church compact, of the expulsion of offenders, that 
as members ot the church he is no more than any other. 
member, and if he is guilty of transgression he is · to be 
brought to trial before his brethren and convicted or ac
quitted in the same manner as if he were a private person; 
yet we think it prudent and proper to call in advisory h~lp, 
especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge of 
heresy. i _ ·- 1 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a be
liever in water in the name · of the Father, Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Supper is an ordinance to be ob-· 
served in the church till the Lord comes. 

13. The elders and deacons must be set apart to theh· 
office by ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the> 
presbytery and prayer, without which they are not author
ized to administer the. ordinances pertaining to their r!:' 
r:; pecti ve offices. · . 

Associatio:nal Constitution . 
1. A chtm~h proper in its lowest sense is a body of 

Christians united and congregated together for the pur
pose of worshiping God and promoting His cause, and ir. 
which the Gospel is regularly preached; the ordinances duly 
Driministererl nnd the nrinciples of holiness encouraged and 
practiced. Each church or body thus formed is a separate 
part thereof and independent in itself; possessing the right 
to direct its own affairs in its own way, subject only in cer· 

· tain difficult cases to arbitrate by sister churches. Such 
churches may, however, unite in associational capacity for 
purposes of more thorough organization, efficient work and 
for general and mutual good of all without surrendering 
any of their individual rights. Therefore, the churches here
inafter mentioned resolve themelsves into a body eclesiastic 
to be known as the Martin Association of Free Wi11 Baptist, 
which shall meet annually at such· time and place as may 

' 

• 
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be agreed upon bv the body at its annual meeting. 
2. The association, when assembled, shall be composed 

of all ministers of the association, both ordained and lieeri
tiates, and the delegates or messengers chosen by th.~ sev
eral churches from time to time fm.· that purpose. 

3. The number _of delegates to be determined by the 
membership of the respective churches. To simplify this 
we will state that any church is entitled to two delegates, '.t 
matters not how few members it may have. That· after it 
has attained fifty members it shall then be entitled to or.,, 
more delegate to every twenty-five members, or fractional 
part thereof, until it has reached one hundred; then for 
every fifty, or fractional part thereof; and go on increasing 
in this ratio to any number. 

4. The officers of the association shall consist of 8 

moderator, clerk and treasurer, to be chosen annually fr9m 
the members present; moderator and clerk to be elected by .. 
ballot or as the Association deems proper. · · 

· 5. It shall he the duty of the moderator to preside 
over the body during the session for which he is elected, 
call the session to . order, enforce the rules of 
the decorum, decide all questions of discipline, and in cas£ 

· of a tie, to cast the deciding vote. 
6. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate 

record of thn business transactions of the association, SU· 
perintend the printing of the minutes and draw on the 
treasurer for the funds to c'hscharge the expense of the 
same: ,He shall hold office until his successor is elected an(l 
installed, and shall receive such ~ompensation for his ser
vices as the association may deem pror-er to allow. 

7. There shall be an executive committee of discreat€ 
brethren appointecl annuall:v by the moderator, or elec:ted 
by the bocly who shall properly be the association in recess, 
~nd whose duty may be more fully clefined from time b . 
time by the association. The treasurer shall be one oi 

· the number. 
8. When the association is assembled a majority of 

all the members enrolled shall be required to form a quP.-
. rum for the transaction of business. · 

9. All debates shall be conducted in a Christian like and 
brotherly spirit. All shall be allowed the privelege nt 
spealdng on any question which is submitted to the cor,. 
sideration of the body. 

10. Every speaker shall rise to his feet, address the 
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moderator, and keep to the question in debate, and shall 
avoid all unpleasant reflections and personalities. 

11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more than 
fifteen minutes in one speech, or speak more than twice 'n 
the same subject except by permission from the moderatc.r. 
or body. 
· 12. All questions shall be submitted by move and ser- · 

ond the first motion taking precedence in point of order. 
· Everv motion seconded must be acted upon, unless with-

• 
drawn by the mover. 

13. The busin~ss shall be taken up in order accordina 
to the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to sus
pend the regular rules for a time for purposes which appear 

. . ' proper. · · · ·r. 
14. The moderator shall. at each session, invite cor, 

responding delegates from other bodies of our own vrder, 
and also ministers from other denominations to seats, when 
thus seated shall be entitled to the friendship of honor!lr) 
members. 

Associational Covenant 
Having been, we trust, brought together to organi:r.n 

an association; by divine grace to embrace our Lord .Jesufl 
Christ, to give ourselves up wholly to Him, with all humility 
and brotherly love; to watch over each other for good. anll 
stir up each other to love and good work, and not forsnldng 
the frequent assembling of ourselves together with our 
neighbors to worship God according to His revealed will, 
as occasion may require; to warn, rebuke and admonish ea"h 
other according to the rules of the Gospel, that the knowl
edge may be thereby promoted to the end We will uphoi.J 
the public worship of God and the ordinances of His houf!e, 
~mel hold constant communion with each other therein: an -I 
we will cheerfully contribute of our property for the main
tenance of a faithful minister of the Gospel among us and · 
for the extension of the blessed Redeemer's kingdom amonr, 
us universally. We will not omit family and closet religion 
at home nor allow ourselves in the too common nep;lect of 
the great and important duty of religiously trammg ou.r 
children for the service of God and the enjovment of heaver. • • 

We will also sympathize with each other in seasons of temp-
tation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the 1e
cessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with 
each other for the churches universally, for the promised 

• 

• 
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effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion, and 
the ingathering of the elect and may the God of Peace, Wi:.o 
brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ. that 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good work 
to do His will, that we may not only enjoy a name and place 
in the church on earth but finally with His glorious church 
of the. first born of Heaven in ascribing blessings, honor, 
might, majesty to Him who sitteth on the throne and the 
Lamb forever. 

• 

• 

• 
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CHURCH 
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1941 

CLERKS FOR 

1941 

::orinth Mack Robinson F. W. Cordell 
~riendship J. N. Barber W. E. Johnson 
'iew Salem H. L. Catrett R'chard Davis 
'iew Home No.1 D. Floyd W. E. Lane -
)pringfield •J. M. Rich C. B. Reece 
3elview H. L. Catrett Mtt-s. Effi-e Kimbrell 
'Iammock Spg,s. D. Floyd W. M. Barber 
rhompson D. Floyd Clifton Powell 
'l"ew Home No. !I A. J. Tomlinson Dock Kelly 
'Iebrew L. D. Soott W. C. Adkins 
rfoth·ers Home Tom Henry . H. R. Miller 
.ft. GiUead W. H. Horn Mrs. W. M. Smith 
Iighwray A. P. Norris Willie Everett-e 
'ilgrims Home Joe Forte J. T. Hilbourne 
.ft. Glory W. A. Addison Elieber Newberry . 
::ool Springs W. H. Horn · Mrs. Etta Spoonier 
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P. 0. OF 

CLERKS 

Iron City, Ga. 
Blakely, Rt. 4 
Colquitt, Ga. 
Iron City, Ga. 
J*in, Ga. 
Colquitt, Ga. 
Donalsonville, 
Colquitt, Ga. 
Climax, Ga. 
Donalsonville, 
Colquitt, Ga. 
Ba'nbridge, Ga. 
Brinson, Ga. 
Newton, Ga .. 
Quincy, Fla. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
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