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MINUTES 
· Friday morning Rev. H. L. Cattrett brought an in

spiring message· at eleven o'clock by way of introductory. 
. Text, Jeremiah 20th Chapter, 8th and 9th verses. 

. Appointed credential committee: W. E. Lane, Chair-. 
man, J. B. Chapman and W. J. Hilbourne, Received $95.85. 
·. . Recessed for noon hour. A sumptuous lunch was . en:
joyed by all present. .. · 

At 1:30 o'clock P. M. the association convened for 
busines·s session. · Rev. E. A. Drake, Moderator, presiding. 
Opened with prayer by Rev. E. A. Drake, Moderator. Read· 
13th Chapter of. Romans. 

The following. churches presented corresponding let- ( 
ters which were read by Rev. H. L. Catrett, J. D. Cleve- ·. 
land and the churches with their representatives were en- · / 
rolled. · · . · · · / 

Corinth: W. 0. Smith, Mack Robinson, Jr., Mrs. Frank 
Smith, Frank Smith and Mrs. Mack Robinson. ( 
· · New Salem: W. R. Barber and wife, D. J. Roland, J .. 
M. McKorcal and wife. / 

Friendship: Not represented. · . :· ' 

New Home No. 1: John West, Mrs. E. R. Bush, Ger-
trude Lane, Martha Roberts and Vann Roberts. t- ··· · 

· Springfield: Mr. and Mrs. C. B. Reece, . Crawford 
Helms and Mrs, Hattie Hodges. _.,. . 

Belview: Jas W. Haire and wife, C. C. Kiinbelli:and 
wife, J. B. Chatham and wife and Will Brown and wifei · .. 

. . Hammock Springs: Mrs. J. E. Music, J. E.· Music, Mfs~ 
Robert Williams, Mrs. W. M. Barber. / · . · ·; 

· New Home No. 2: N. L. Lamb and wife and Mrs. W. 
·R. Brock ,/'. ' . 

Mother's Home: Mrs. Eula Musgrove and Mrs. Eva 
Heard. . . / 

Hebrew: W. J. Horn, J. 0/Crooms and. J. C. Riddle-
hoover and wife. / . 

Mt. Gallead: J. S. Heard, T: C. Kelly, Mrs. WiW 
Vickers. 1 -' • 

Highway: Carlton,Bell, C. T. Turner, Perry ·Mill&, 
Tommy Starnes and W. H. Bro~Jden. . . 

Thomuson: W. A\ Crawford, Mrs. Linda Powell and 
H(mrv Miller. / 

Pilgrim Home: W .. J. Hilbourne, Mrs. Guy Touchstone 
and Mrs. R. M1.Brunson: 

· Mt. Gloey: J. E. NewberrY and wife, Mrs. J. L. John~ 
son, Mrs. W. H. Portivent, Mrs. Betty Newberry and Mrs. 
Betty Owens. 
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FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 

Cool· Springs . Church: Ira Strickland and wife, Mrs. 
Laura Hyatt; . .. 

' Visitors were invited and seated. ·. · 
· ·. A call was made for petitionary letters,. received none. 

. . 
Committees were appointed as follows: . . 
On. Sabbath Schools: ·Mrs. Effie Kimble, ,Mrs. J. W. 

Daniels, W. A. Crawford, W. R. Barber, . Mrs. Gertrude 
Lane,. Rev.· Mack Robinson. 

On Sabbath Observance: W. J. Hilbourne, D. J. Ro-
land~ Mrs. Mack Robinson. ··· · 

· Program: James W. Haire, J. c: Roberts, Mrs. W. L. 
Cleveland. . . . 

1 Resolutions: Rev. D. Floyd, Rev. H. L. Catrett, W. L. 
\ Cleveland, W. 0. Smith ... , . 
\ Executive: W. L. Cleveland, Chairman, W. J ... Hil-
, 'bourne ,G.- W.·Chambers, J.· C. Roberts; F. W. Cordele. 

\ Nominations: W. L. Cleveland, Carlton Bell, P. B. Hil
. bourne, W. 0. Smith . 

' · Investigations: J. W. Daniels, James W. Haire, C. B. 
Reece . 

. <.Obituaries: Rev. ·H. L. Catrett, Rev. D. Floyd, Rev. 
N. L; Lamb. . 
. : ·Temperance: J. C. Roberts, Mrs. W. R. Barber, P. B. · · 

Hilbourne, Rev. Mack Robim;on. . ' . . 

..... Arrangements: J, B. Chapman, B. A. Sheffield, Mrs. 
C. C; Kil::nbrel, T. D; Carter, C. A. Williams. 

' . 

Education:.· John E. Drake; W. L. Cleveland,· W. R. . 
Barber. "\. · . . · · ·. . 

. · Suggestions: F.· W. Cordele, W. L. Cleveland, James 
W. Haire. · ·-., 

.·. · · Resolve to appoint\ a mission board. · 
. \ . . . 

. . The following were appointed: W. L. Cleveland, Chair- . 
. . man, W. R. Barber, Mrs. R, R. Williams, W~ J. Hilbourne, 

Mrs. Linda Powell. ·.. , · . · · · 
• 

Received correspondence ·from other associations: 
Sister McDonald and· Sister Edmonds. 

. . I . 

· Rev. E. C. Williams, Rev. J. M., Emanuel, from Mid-
way of Georgia. Next session to be held at Blakely Church 
Wednesday and Thursday before fir'st: Sunday in Novem-
ber, 1941. . . . ·;· 
... Rev. L .. S. Yates, .from Georgia .Union. Their next 

. session to convene with Pine Level Church;.Chester, Dodge 
County, . Georgia, Friday before· the second ·Sunday -in 

. October,. 1942. .· 

. - • 
•' 

' 
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MARTIN UNITED FREE-WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
--------~-----~--- ·---------

The next session. of Sunday School Convention will 
meet with Thompson church, Colquitt, Miller County, Geor

.· gia, second Sunday in April, 1942. 
Motion made to elect a treasur~r separate from a 

secretary. Upon a vote taken the motion was lost. 
Elected, John E. Drake delegate to represent this 

association in the National Convention of·Free-Will Baptist 
to convene next year in· the State of Mississippi, W. L. 
Cleveland was elected alternate. · · 

Elected as delegates to State Convention, W. L. Cleve-
land and W. R. Barber. This convention to meet with 

. New Salem Church, Colquitt, Georgia, November 11, 12 .' 
and 13, 1941. \ 

. ' 
· Repo:·t of Program Committee:.· We your committee / 

on program have selected Rev. N. L.1 Lamb to preach at 7 ; 
o'clock Friday night, Rev. J. M.Emanuel Saturday at u· 
o'clock, Rev. Mack Robinson alternate. •: 
. Recess until Saturday A. M. 9 'o'clock Closing prayer 
by Rev. L. S. Yates. 1 

• • • 

SATURDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 25 .. ·.· .. i 
Convened at 9 o'clock after song service .. ·Prayer by 

• 

· Rev. H. L. Catrett. Scripturereading by Moderator from 
second Chapter First John. / 

' Called roll· of ministers,. officers and delegates and 
completed list of those present. · i . 

Read minutes of Friday's session, same/being ap-
proved by proper motion. · . · ("' . 

' ' ' - •· 
Church decorum, associational rules and articles of 

faith were read by secretary upon request. . .. : . 
Ministerial reports of activities·"for the. year, 1941 

were submitted by Rev. H.: L. Catrett. · 
Appointed correspondence ,to other Free-Wil~ Baptist 

Associations as follows: To _,Mid-way of Georgia, G. W. 
Chambers, Rev. H. L~ Catrett;· · · 

,- !" ' • 

State Line of Alabama·:. Rev. D. Floyd, John E. Drake. 
Chattahoochee: Rev{ Mack Robinson, F. W. Cordele . 
.Georgia Union: W. L. Cleveland, W. R. Barber. 
Resolved to, correspond with Liberty· Association of 

Florida by letter. / ·· · 
. Upon motion secretary was authorized to turn over to 

delegatesmembershipfee and National Convention fee of 
five dollars each ... · . 

Upon motion it was voted to donate 20 percent of 
next year'-s collection for Associational purposes for mis-. 

• • • 
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FIFTY"FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 

• 
SlOnS.. . . . _, 

__ . _ Moved and _carried -that the_ present· credentials com
mittee be held over to. act at the next . session -of this 

'association. _ . . . 
Recessed for preaching service, _closing-prayer by Rev. 

D. Floyd. A. very interesting and instructive message was 
delivered at the eleven o'clock hour by Rev. J. M. Emanuel. 

. . - -- SATURDAY P. l\1. 
Re-convened. at one-thirty ·o'clock, song and prayer 

service. _ Prayer by Rev. Mack Robinson. 
Heard reports of committees . 

: Sabbath Schools: We, your committee on Sabbath 
: Schools, urge all our churches that are not already main-
:,·. taining a sabbath school, to ·organize and maintain a live 
\ sabbath school and solicit the cooperation of all parents in 

I . . • ' . . , . . 

·giving to our youth the. spiritual training that can be at-:-
tained in the Sunday School work. - - · 

\ . . MRS. EFFIE KI'MBREL,\ Chairman 
-.\·Moved and carried that reports of Ladies Auxiliaries 

as read fro~ Corinth and Bellview churche~ be adopted. 
We, your committee on Sabbath Observance, recom

mend ·that we as parents, young •peoplei and ministers ob
serve the\ Sabbath Day· and keep': it Holy unto the Lord by 
attending'-all religious services possible and abstain from 

. I . . 

all worldly, pleasures- and amusement8 that would cause 
. ~ ' ' 

us to neglect observance of the- Lord's day that others 
might see our good works and glorify our Father which 
is in heaven. '··, Respectfully submitted.- · 

-. '; MRS. MACK. ROBINSON, . 
' -··. . D. J. ROLAND. . 

·On.' Nominations :-----We, your committee on Nomina
tions, recommend that the next session of this association 
convene with Hebrew _ Church, Donalsonville, - Seminole 
County, Georgia. . That Rey. A. P. Norris be elected to 
preach the introductory sernion with Rev. D. Floyd alter
nate. . We further recommend the election of Rev. E. A. · 

·Drake, Moderator, John E. Drake, Sec. and Treas. We 
further recommend the election or'o:·daining council con- . 
sis~ing of Rev. E. A. Drake and Rev! H. L._ Catrett, Rev. 
D. Floyd, Rev. Mack Robinson andJohn E. Drake. . Re-: 
spectfully . -. 

, . W. L. CLEVELAND, Ch'm . 
. . - . P. B. HILBOURNE, -·- -

. CARLTON BELL. 
The above report of nominating committee was adopt-: 

. . -

' 
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MARTIN UNITED FREE-WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
--------~---------------------

ed by a unanimous vote of the association. 
~ducation: The National Board of Free-Will Baptist 

· having purchased property in Nashville, Tennessee, for a 
1"-iatwnal School and are striving to arrange for a Bible 
Institute in each section of the country, we, therefore, en

. ctorse and recommend the efforts of our National Board. 
1\.espectfully. 

. JOHN E. DRAKE, 
W. L. CLEVELAND, 
JAMES W. HAIRE, 
W. R. BARBER. 

Investigations: We, your committee on Investiga- , 
tions, find all our churches to be on the forward move, that \ 
our ministers are diligently seeking to carry on the good · : 
work and our membership, earnestly; striveing to promote .' 
our denomination in a Christian like manne'r. . --· 

JAMES W. HAIRE, Chairman. ,' 
Temperance: We, your committee on Temperat1ce, _·· 

· urge our membership to be temperate in all things .and 
strictly abstain from use of all intoxicating liquors:and 
beverages for wine is a mockery· and strong drinks are 
raging and whosoever indulges therein is· not wisef· 

. . REV. MACK ROBINSON, 
P. B. HILBOURNE, ,.-

, I · · J. C. ROBERTS. , 
l 

Arrangements: We, your committee on arrange-
. . ·-. ments, find that all visitors have, been properly· entertain-

ed and that other .matters pertinent to the duties of this 
committee have been properly attended._ ·' · 

J. B. CHAPMAN, Chairman. 
Resolutions: Seeing that Satan is abroad in the 

land . and is devouring rnany SOl,llS and• that the times are 
exceedingly evil, . if there ever was a time when God's. 
people need to stand together, it is now. . 

Therefore, be it resolved that each and. every one of 
us lay aside· our petty grievances and put on the whole 
armour o:l' God' and stand together in one mind and accord. 

Be it further res-olved that each of us be constant in 
prayer, that we are~not; taken in by worldly things,. that 
we keep ourselves unspotted from the world and that we 
be not partakers o{ worldly things, but live justly and 
honestly and put forth a united effort against the evils 
of the day. · -- . . 

We recommend that this convention extend a vote of 
thanks to Bellview Church and Community for their hos-

·' 

.. 
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··-······-

pitality extended· u~ ·during this session .. • 
. . . . . . .• . D. FLOYD, Chairman. 

Obituaries: We, y,our committee on Obituaries, sub-
mit; that while r.ivers of. pleasures were. flowing and sons 
of God singing and shouting and the. world is rushing on 
tliat the grim reaper of death has visited this association 
and taken from us th~. following members: .. 

From Friendship · Church, .. Brother · Fred ·Hayes and 
Sister Annie HilL · · · 

From Bellview Church, Sisters Bessie Brown and Mary 
and Add.ison and Bro. Joe Clenny. 

· From New Salem Church, Sister Leavy· Cross and 
i Brothers Jack Long and C. V. King. . 
•• 
'• • 
• 
' 

·· ·From· Corinth Church, ·Sister Dolmie Harlow.· 
· From Highway. Church, Sister Lillie Mae Scott .. 

· , From Mother's Home, BrotherJohn Lane. 
i ·Thompson, Sister Lottie .Smith. 
; Mt.Gillead, Sister Tom Kelly ... 

· ' Realizing om· loss1 in these members is heaven's gain, 
we therefore,·bow in humble submission to Him who doeth 
alf things well. · 

• H. L. CATRETT, 
- ~ . ' ' 

.·, . . D. FLOYD, . . . 
'• · N. L. LAMB, Committee. 

~eport~ of committees received and committees re
lieved except such committees as hold over to the next 

- I • • • • • sessiOn. · · ··., 
·: Resolved to request ordaining council· to examine and 

ordain Brother W. A. Addison, if found. to be ·a suitable 
subject. · ·, ·. . . . ·· · · · · 

· .· Moved and carried ·to pay our Moderator, and Se .. ·and 
Treas. $10.00 each1 for their services ... · . . ·. · .. · · 

· Elected officers for the~,ensuingyears as follows: Rev. 
E. A. Drake, Moderator, Bainbridge, Georgia; John E. 
Drake, Secretary and Treasurer, Bainbridge, Ga .. 

Selected· Hebrew·.· Church, · .. ponalsonville, · Seminole 
County, Georgia, as place for next convention· on Friday 
before the fourth Sunday in: October;, 1942. Elected Rev. 
A. P. Norris to bring the introductory message, Rev. D. 
Floyd, alternate. ·. i . . . 

Took parting hand, adjourned to' meet with Hebrew ·. 
Church, on Friday before the fourth Sunday in October 

' . - ' . ' 1942. . . . . . . . .. .· ....... ·. . . 
. .. . . . REV. E. A.' DRAKE, Moderator, . 

. : · ·... JOHN .E. DRAKE, Sec. and Treas, .. : 

• 
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' 

ORDAINED MINISTERS 
MACK ROBINSON, ·Iron City, Ga. 
E. M. BROCKETT, Iron City, Ga. 
F. A. NORRIS, Iron City, Ga. 
W. H. HORN, Donalsonville, Ga .. 
E. A. DRAKE, Bainbridge, Ga. 
A .. P. NORRIS, Brinson, Ga. 
A. B. ARD, R11.inbridge, Ga. 
D. R. BRASWELL, Donalsonville, Ga. 

W. H. ELY, Iron City, Ga. . 
A. J. TOMLINSON, Climax, Ga. Rt. 2. 
H. L. CATRETT, Colquitt, Ga. 
D. FLOYD, Colquitt, Ga. 
S. A .. McLEND"ON, Colquitt, Ga. 

. L. D. SCOTT, Brinson, Ga. 
TOM HENRY, ColquUt, Ga. ' ·' j . 

. ' 
• 
• LICENTATE MINISTERS 

J. E. MUSIC, Donalsonville, Ga. 
N. L. LAMB, Climax, Ga. 

' • i 

C. A. GILBERT, Colquitt, Ga. 

• . ' 
' 

' I 

' . ' . 

D. KELLEY. Whigham,·Ga. /·· ... 
W. A. ADDISON, Colquitt, Ga. / 

ORDER OF BUSINESS ' 
' ' 

• 
• 

. ' . 
1. Organize. ( r,, 

' 

2. Call for letters from various churches. · ·''. 
3. Call for correspondence from ,sister associa-. 

• • • 

LlOnS. ( 

4. Invite visiting brethren to.seats with us.· 
5. Call for petitionary letters. · 
6. Appoint committees.! . 

' 7. Roll call and read .decorum. 
8. Appoint correspondents to sister associations. 
9. Call for report of·committees. 

·10. Elect Officers -for next session. · 
11. Appoint time' and place for next session. 
12. Adjournme'nt. 

' 

Doctrinal Views 
\ . 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was written by men · 
· jivinely inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly instructior. 
that has a God for its author, salvation for its end and 
truth without mixture of error for its matter; that it reveals 
. the principles by which God will judge us, and therefote, 
it. shall remain with us to the end of time,. the true center 

• 
• 

• • 

' 

I 
' • • • • 

: 
' 

' ' 
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. ,. . 

of Christi~n union and the supreme standard to which a~l 
human conduct and opir.!.on should conform ... 

··~•-' .. '·~-· ,• ••• •• ',' Jo\.- ,•,, ~.. .. •'•• •• . 

· 2. That there. is but one true God, whose .name is Jt>-
hovah the maker and ruler of Heaven and earth,· inexpre:~
sively glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, con~ 
fidence and love, revealed 1n the personal distinction of the·· 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghc,st, equa: m every divine perfe·~·· 

. tion, and executing distinct but harmonious offices in fhe 
great work of redemption. 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under •• 

· ·, the laws of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell 
·~ · from that holy and happy state, in consequence of which 
' • men are sinners, not by constraint, but by choice, being h7 
; . nature utterly void of that holiness required by the law of 
· God, wholly given to the.gratification of the world, of Sat2.n 

and. their sinful passions and therefore' under just condem· 
· · · nation to eternal ruin, without defence or excuse. 
· .~ 4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of gra~;:e 

through the mediation of the Son of God, who took upon 
• • • 
him :our nature; yet without sin honored the law by Hb 
personal obedience, 'and made atonement for sin by His 
death; being risen from the. dead, He is now enthroned in. 
Heaven and uniting 'in .His Wonderful person the tender 
sympathies. with divine perfection, in every way qualified 
to be a suitable compassionate and all sufficient· Savior. 

5 That the greatgospel blessings which Christ of His 
fullness betows on sll6h as believe on Him. is justification; 

· tnat justification consists in the 'pardon of sin and promisC' 
of eternal life upon principles of righteousness; that it is 
bestowed, not in consideration of anything which we have 
done, but solely thro"ugh His own righteousness and atone-

. ment, and that it brings us into a state of most blessed 
·peace and favor with God.'-" ·.. · 

: •. ' ' . ·. ' ., . ' 
6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to '111 

by the Gospel; that it "s the immediate .:duty of all to re
ceive them by a c0rdial and obedient faith, and that noth
ing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on ear~i, 
but his own voluntary refusal to submit to the Lord Je.suJ 
Christ which results wm subject hini to aggravated con-
d t . . . . . emna IOn. · · . : · . · · · . · 

• ·, ; • I 

.· ...• · LThqt in order to be saved we must be reg~nerate::l 
o:r,born again. That regeneration consists of givinO' a'holv. 

. .• c • . ' ' 0 ,. 

disppsition to the. mind,. and is effected in a riumner .a!J;::··~ 
o,ur comprehension by, the power of the Holy Spirit pro due : 
ing,~ yoJuntary obedience tb the Gospel; and that its p!'o · .. 

• 
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per evidence is found in the holy fruits which we bring 
forth to God. 

·. 8. 'rhat election. is the gracious purpose of God, a:: 
cording to which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sin
ners. That being perfectly consistent with the free agency 
::>f man, it comprehends all means with the end, that it is a 
most glorious display of God's · goodness, being infinite!~· 
wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly excludes boastin~ 
and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust in God, aml 
active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages the 

· use of means in the highest degree; that it is the foundation ,r 
)f Christian assurance, and that to ascertam it with regaru ' 
;o ourselves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence. . .. 

, .. 

. 9. That the preserving attachment of true believers to · 
Christ the grand mark which distinguishes them from su- .: 

. ' 
perficial professors; that a special providence watches over 
their welfare and that they are kept by the power of God· 
through faith unto salvation. :· 

.10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeabl-: 
rule of His government; that it is holy, just and good, ,that 
the. inability which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man tc 
fulfill the precepts arise entirely from their love of .sin to 
deliver them from which and to restore them through· a 
mediator to unfeigned obedience to the Holy ·• law is on~ 
design of the Gospel and the means of grace connected with 
the establishment of the visible church. · : 

' 11. That the first day of the· week is the Lord's day.· 
or Christian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to -re
ligious purposes. by abstaining from all secular labor and 
recreation by the direct observance of all means of grace 
both public and private, and prepare' for the rest which 
remains for the people of God. · ~·· 

12. That civil government is· of divine appointment 
for the interest of order of human society; that the magis . 
trates ·are to be prayed for· conscientiously; honored and 
obeyed in all things not.· contrary to the will of our Lo!:d 
Jesus Christ, who is the Lord of conscience and Prince tlf 

tbe kings· of the earth. 
13. That there is a radical and essential differenc<' 

tetween the righteou·s and wicked, and that such only are 
justified by faith in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
is· sanctified by the spirit of God as are truly righteous in 
His esteem while all such as continue in impenitence. and 
unbelief are; in His sight, wi~ked and under the curse anti 
this distinction holds good among men, both in and after 

----

• 

• 
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death. 
• 

. 14. That the end of this world· is approaching wher. 
Christ. will descend from the· Heaven and raise .·the · dePd 
from their graves to final retribution, that solemn separa
. tion . will then take place, the righetous being adjudged to 
everlasting happiness and the wicked to endless punishm'l'1t. 

·and his judgment will forever fix the final state of men in 
Heaven or Hell on principles of righteousness. John 5:25; 
Matt. 25:31; 41:46. 

· · · · · Associational Decorum 
\ ·. 1. . This Association shall be called to· order by the 

·1 former moderator, who presided at the last session, if pres- ·. 
, ent; if not present, then the clerk, if he should be absent, 

• 
'. then by some other brother.. 1 

.. · 2. This Association shall• be opened and closed with ... ,_ -
prayer. 

\ 3. The moderator and clerk of the preceeding session 
shall officiate until the body is. organized by electing a 
moderator and clerk in any way the body may direct. . 

. A. It ·shall be. the duty of· the moderator to call the 
meeting to order, to see that order is preserved, receive and 
submit all questions to the body. He shall have the privi
lege of speaking but must call upon someother brother to 
preside in'·his place while speaking. He shall not have the 
right to vote unless the body is equally divided, when h·.:> 
may cast the decidingvote. 

5. The members present shall· be enrolled ·and their 
names called as often as necessary. . 

6. The majority of the members present shall rule b 
cases, except upon ·admission of new churches, which shall 
require a unanimous ·vote. 

7. No member shalf,absent himself from the hosur
without leave from the moderator, and no member shall 
leave the association without the consent of the body. 

8. All business shall be or("mght before the body by 
a move and second and shall be disposed of according to , . ' gooa usage. ·~ · . · 

9. No person shall be allowed to speak· more than three .. 
times on the same subject nor more 'than fifteen minutE's. 
ench time without permission from the body. . . 

10. No person shall be disturbed· while speaking un · 
IPss he departs from the subject and it will be necessary b.1 · 
call him to order. · · ·· · · -·· · ·· 

11. Only one person shall be allowed· to speak at h 
Ume and he must rise to his feet and address the moderator 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 

• 

' 
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and must not use abusive language or personal reflectio~ 
on any one without being subject to a call to order bv the 

.·moderator. · 
12. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a minute 

cf the proceedings and read the same when called upon, tc 
be corrected at the discretion of the body, and shall prepaL"e 
the minutesfor-publication, unless the association shall ap 
point some one for that purpose. He shall keep all books anrl 
papers belonging to the association and read the same when 
ordered to do so, and shall have such compensation for hi~ 
services as the association may prescribe. 

13. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary :" 
to carry on correspondence by wdting to persons belonging . · 
to other associations of like faith in any way that would : . 
be. likely to create interest in this association for its promo- .·· · 
tion and well l::.eing. · - ···· 

' 
14. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep 'ail 

money committed to him by the association, and to keep'an 
account. of receipts and expenditures. m~ke ·a report at 
every association if called upon, pay out money when· or
dered to do so by the association, and shall receive· ·sucl. 
compensation as the association may prescribe. · / 

· 15. These rules of decorum may be amended at th~ · 
discretion of the association. ,·· 

Church Decorum ' 

• 
' • 

1. The church may choose a pastor ann'ually · at the 
last regular conference in association year;' or if they pre· 
i'er it may choose a pastor for an indefinite length of time 

/'-" 

to continue from year to year, as long as they deem it prn-
. per to keep up the connection. 1 - · -- · · 

2. When it becomes necessary', a pastor may be chosen 
at another time; but if the choice be made at a special cnn- . 
ference, the time must be appointed at a monthly meeting 
of the church. .- 1 

_ 

3. The pastor shalLbe the moderator of the churclJ.. 
but when he is absent.or does not sit as modemtor, being 

. present, 'some suitable brother shall be appointed to sit in 
his place. ; 

4~ There shall be two or more deacons in the· chur'-'h 
whose duty it shall be to superintend the collection antl 

- disbursement of the· contributions made by the church hr 
the pastor, etc:; and to distribute the bread and wine in trf 
administration of the Lord's supper. 

• 
' 
r 
, .. " 5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as 

. . 
' . 
• 

. (~-

/ • . I 
r· 
• . . 

,. 

• 
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refuse or neglect to. partake of the Lord's supper. and er 
deavor to· ascertain the cause, that the same may be laid 
before the church in conference if necessary .. 

·· 6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk ·ar.d 
it shall be his duty to do all the recording and other writir_g 
pertaining to the business of the church and to preserve J. 
file of the minutes of. the association. 
· . ... 7. When a new clerk is appointed all the books, etc., 

belonging to the· clerk shall be immediately delivered ·to 
him by his predecessor. 

8. When a church deems it nP.cessary, a committee of 
· '· · not less than three male members well acquainted wi·h 

'·.:·. business, shall be appointed, whose duty it shall be to giYE 
; advice to brethren who apply to them relative to cases of 
· · 9. The ehurct shall hold two days meetings monthly, 

·embracing Saturday and the Lord's day following the fh·~t 

• 

vf which shall be the regular time of conference. • · 
' . 

' 10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or fe· 
·male, to attend each conference meeting if they· can, br on 
that: day the pastor is. expected to instruct the church in 
special manner by giving plain and pointed lessons on rloc · 
trine, 'discipline and the rule of holy living . 

. JJ. Any male member, who shall fail' to attend thre~: 
successive c.onferences, and any member whatever who m11y 

, ~- • ' I . 

. · . be generally remiss in attending the meetings of the church 
· e ccording ·-to the covenant (Article 10) , shall be cited t<: 
appear. in eonfrence and answer for his neglct, but th1· 
church" fuay exe'mpt mem'Qers from this rule if necessan 

12. Conference, after prayer or divine service shall 
be opened- 'as follows: (1) Inviting visiting brethren tl
seat. (2) Opening the door of the church for the reception 

. of members. (3) Calling. for the reading of the minutes 
.nf the last conference .. (4) .Calling for absentees. (5) For 
ll.Cknowledgements. ·. (6) For references or deferred bnsinet:S 
f7) For new matters of dealings, which are to come befo1·r 
~he body. (8) For miscellaneous ·business. _ 

13. Visiting brethren, as he(p .. called in from . sistet: 
churches, shall be allowed to speak and malce motions and 
seconds, but not allowed to vote. ·~ 

14. Any orderly member of the ·Baptist church may 
be received into the church without letter, when it is made 
apparent that his Chris.tian character .is unimpeachable, 
and that he has applied~Jor a letter and could -hotobtain it 
because he desired to join this or some sister church. AF 
other members must join by letter or baptism. · ·-~ ., 

' 

\ 
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15. No member shall· be received without the unani 
mous consent of the members present, but unreasonable 
objections shall not be valid and unless withdrawn the mem 
ber who makes them shall be liable to be taken under deal
.!lgs by the church. .. , - · 

16. When the moderator call& for absentees, the cle't'k 
~hall inform the church what members have been absent 

from three successive conferences, and the moderator shall 
appoint some brother or brethren to cite each of them to th£ 
next conference. 

. . 
• ·- ' .. 

17. No. member shall be expelled unless he has been / 
cited verbally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided f 

' . ,(' 

his residence be known to. the church. ;· 
• 

, · 18. · When a witness, not. a member of the church, is '· 
. introduced, he shall not be examined till the question has~ · 

been put to. the church: "Will· you hear the testimony of 
this witness?" .. . . · . : . 

19. The evidence in every case 0f dealing and ac 
knowledgement shall be minuted in the church book. . · 

• 
20. Members dismissed from the church by letter ,w.nc 

becomes disorderly or continue to. hold their letters withot!t 
a good reason, shall be cited to the conference to/answn . 
for their conduct. · .. f ,.:. 

21. Expelled members. may be r2stored to. fello\v.shir: 
?n their petition if their walk since expulsion has convinc.;d 
';he church that they have sincerely repented 6{'their forr>:t 

c' 
l 

er evil conduct. . . ·-· · . 
22. A •vote shall not be taken· upon any, question with 

cmt a move and a second, and in all important questions tlu'· 
vote shall be taken by rising to the feqt.. · ;<~ 

·. 23. No motion shall be niade while' a move and second 
is before the conference. l 
. 24 .. It shall be considered · disorderly for any member.· · 

l;o absent himself from conference when an important ques- · 
tion is to be decided; but a member, upon his request, mas 
be exempted from voting on either side in peculiar cases . 

. I 

25. No member shall leave the house during confer 
ence without· a suffident cause, . nor engage in convel·qa. 
tion or whispering without being subject to be called to <>r 
der by the moderator: . ·. . 

· 26. All discussions in conference must be conducted· 
with calmness and good feeling; those who speak must ri=>t 
t.(, their feet iu1d address the moderator ,and keep to the; 
point in debate. . . · ·· · · ·. 
cc--~27. No one shall speak more than three times on thf' 

" 
I 

' ~~ ----------
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same· motion without permission from. the moderator, nor 
· shall . the remarks · of any ·~me . be unreasonably long. 

28. When the moderator speaks in. debate he mu~t 
nominate some ·brethren moderator ·in his stead. · · 

. 29. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unlec;s 
1t is necessary to call him to order. · 

30. It shall be th rule of the church to attend to t~H' 
administration of the· Lord's · supper and foot washing at · 
least four times a year, and· the expenses are to be paid by 

. the church. . 
\ 31. Members not in good standing shall not. commune. 

'i Lut the administration shall not be deferred on account cf. 
··. any ordinary matter of. dealing. 
) Public fasting,. humiliation and . prayer shall bE! 
' .. observed on proper occasions. 

'· , 33. It shall be the dtity of the pastor to take up col
\ec'tions quarterly for the· support of the home missiOn 
work. 

' ·, 34. It shall be the duty of each church to appoint a 
~ommittee to revise the church book once· a year. 

. . . . 35. This decorum may be altered or amended by the 
vote of"two-thirds of the members present at any two sue-

. ~eF:"3ive monthly conferences. . . . . 
l ·~ .· , 

\ · · Articles of Faith . 
• 

. 1. . The Scripture, The· Scripture of the . old and the 
New Testaments were given by the inspiration of God, and 
':lre binding ·On .'all as our only rule of faith and practice. 
I'here is only orie living and true· God, infinite in all of hi!l 
~ttributes; the Creator, Preserver and . Governor · of the 
Universe, revealed to .. us in the Scriptures as Father, Son 
~nd Spirit. · ' . · 

2. Christ. He is God' manifest in the flesh, being in 
His divinenature true, God, in His human nature true man, 
•mited in the person of Messiah as the mediator for the 
redemption of the world. . '·· . 
. 3. The Holy Spirit. He possesses all personal divinJ · . 

:~.ttributes belonging to the Reformer,· Comforter and Sanc-
tifier of men. , 

4. Divine Purpose and Providence. The purpose o.f 
· God are eternal and immutable, .. and .'His Wise and Holv 

Providence is over all things to . secure His only glory ~n0 
the highest welfare of all creatures. "· · · ·"' · . . 

· 5. Original State and Fall of Man. Man was· create~ 
upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and con~ 

' • • • 
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demnation. All his .t-oosterity 1 i"Qherits his fallen . nature, 
which is cherished by indulgence so all who come to years 

. of mora] accountibility, sin. ahd come short of the glory of 
G d 

' . . ' 0 • - ' . -. ' . -- - : _· . ' . •' ' 
. ' . . . . 

6. The Atonement.. Christ -in His great compassion 
offered Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and thos·e- by 
H1s life.: suffering and death, made an atonement which is 
full and free to all, and opens the only \vay to salvation. · 

7. Grace. No one can by' his own work merit, obtam 
salvation which is wholly of the grace.of God, and through / 

· which all spiritual: blessings are bestowed upon ·us> - ·· j 
8. Condition·· of Salvation. These are· repentances im~- J 

plying· Godly sorrow for open condessions ·and other renuri- ( 
ciations of sin, faith or the unreserved committal of the \ 
mind and heart to·receive, obey and trust in Christ, regen~~/ 
eration by the Holy Spirit, whereby the soul is freed from 
the dominion of sin and brought into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. · ( · 

' . 

9. Election. God has not fixed the future · ·state (Of 
man by·any unconditional decree, but-determined from, the 
oeginning to save·all who could comply with .the conditions· 
c,:f salvation. · · · · / · 

10. Perservance . .None _._·_will· be finally sayed - but 
those who, through grace,- persevere in holiness. ,- _ 

11. Salvation Free~ God desires the salvation Gf all 
the Gospelinvites all; the Holy Spirit strives with all, and 
whosoever will, may come and take of the-water of life 
freely. . . . · __ . . · , ' · · ', . · · : 
- . · 12. The Freedom of the Will. The human will is not· 
controlled by any fatal· necessity or external force, but is 
free and self-determined, having power to yield' to gracioug 
influences or resist them and perish. · -· ·-.. 

· 13. · Gospel Ordinances. Baptism or the imnJ.ersion of -
believers in water, and the Lord's supper are ordinances to 
be perpetuated under the Gospel or universal obligation and 
to be administered to all , true believers. · · · -. . 

• 14. The Sabbath. The Christian Sabbath is a divine 
institution binding· on all, and should be observed· by ab
staining from all secular business, amusements and conse· · 
crated to the worship;of God and to spiritual improvement. 

15. The- Resurrection. ··Final judgment and final re
t!"ibution Christ will make His second appearance at thP. -
end of the world, 'when the dead will be raised, the judgment 
will set, the righteous will be· received to· eternal blased
:tess;· and the wiclwd banished to endless suffering. 
' (' r· 

f 
r -



• 

• 

. 

FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL. SESSION 

Government· and Ordinances 
. . 1. We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of 

Christ is a congregation of Christians constituted and gov
erned according to the rules ·laid down in the New Testa 
~~~- . . . . ···. 

. . . 
2. That these rules require churches to. reserve the 

·_ form of government and ordinances of the first Christian 
churches, and to be composed of baptized believers in Chri8t.. 

3. That the visible church is the aggregate· or whole 
'- number of Gospel churches, and that the invisible chur~h 
· 1 is romposed of the redeemed now in Heaven; and of such 

"· Christians now on earth as are not attached to the visible; 
• 

; according to the Gospel rules. . . 
\ 4. That the establishment of · a central or. Catholir ·- ' . ' 

J'overnment over the visible church or any part thereof is 
a device of earthly ambition repugnant to the word of God 
arid subsersive to the churches and dangerous to the liber-
ties. of men. . 

_•' 5. That the Gospel churches are the only eclesiastical 
bodies~or tribunals authorized by the Scripture; that 'each 
church has the unrestricted right to administer. its own 
government without supervision or interference, being un
der Christ essentially independent and alisolute and that lf 
chis right is surrendered to a superintending jurisdiction 
by· delegation or otherwise the assembly ceases to be a gos~ 
pel church. · .. ·-

1 
. • . . ·. ,, 

6. That . churches may nevertheless, meet ·by dele
gates, fonn · an ··association· and declare . the tem1s 
upon which they will keep up a friendly correspondence· bttt 
~hat the rights and authority of the churches being inalie,1-
able are in no wise compromised by or hindered by entering 
a1to an association,. therefore associations have no shadow 
. ·Jf authority. over churches cir individuals, their only powers 
oeing to transact business which does 11ot pertain to church-· 
es in their eclesiastical capacity,· or to promote mutual ir..· 
~ercourse; and concentration of voluntary . effort, and to 
~ive_that adyice to chur~he.s .which\might with equal au
.:hority be given by an mdividual. -, ·. . · 

7 .. That the authority of churches· are designated for 
die perpetuation of the true religion of the Gospel and for 
::he. preservation of a pure and orderly body of Christians 
on earth, 'that is fully sufficient for the ·purpose intended, 
out it does not extend to the person's -property or co !· 
sciences of men in any case whatever. -- --~ ., 

. . \ 
• 
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I 
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8. That the. only requisites to church. membership are 
faith in Chi-ist and obedience to. the Gospel,· that faith in 

.Christ necessarily exists in conneetion with the belief in 
the fundamental -truths· of Christianity, and to· prescribe 
any other requisites of church membership is an assump
tion on the part of the church and a departure from the 
plan of the Gospel. · .· · · ·.. · 

. 9. That the officers of the church are elders and dea: 
cons; that elders are· also called bishops or pastors; that 
all elders are equal in rank; though they may perform dif- · .. 
ferent functions since some may be bishops or pastors of a i 
particular church, while others may be simply elders, hav- i 
ing . no pastoral charge. · · · r 

. 10. That the authority of the· minister of the ·Gospel ~ 
extends to teaching, . exhortation and. rebuke, but no fur· .. -
ther, that he can not perform any act which belongs to the 
authority of the church, such as the reception of members 
into the church compact, of the expulsion of offenders, that 
as members ot the· church he is no more than any other 
member, and if he is guilty. of transgression ·he is to·. be 
brought to trial before his brethren and convicted _pr' ac- · 
quitted in the same manner as if he were a private .:Person; 

. yetwe think it prudent and proper to call in advisory help, 
especially if the minister is to be. tried upon a charge of 
heresy. .. . . . ·. ·. · ·. . · .· · . . .. · / . • 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of a hl:
Iiever in water in the name of the · Father; Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost~ i ·· · · 

12. That the Lord's ·Supper is an ordinance to be ob · 
served in the church till the Lord comes.-- ' 

13. The elders and deacons must b~ set apart to the\r 
office by ordination, by the imposition of the hands of thE 
presbytery and prayer, without which they are not author 
ized to administer the ordinances pertaining to their r€ 
spective offices. · ( 

. . • • 

Association~l Constitution •· · . 
• 

. . 
r . . . 

1. A chtir,~h proper' in its lowest sense is a body -of 
' ' . Christians ·united and congregated together for the pur . 
pose of worshiping G9d and promoting His cause, and ir 
which the Gospel is regularly preached; the ordinances dulr. 
administered and the principles of holiness encouraged anc · 
practiced. Each' Cliurch or body· thus fonned is a separate 
part thereof and independent in itself;· possessing the right 
to direct its own affairs in its own way, subject onlY in cer· 
r' . 

r ' 

' j 
( 
\ 

• 
' 

• 



. . 

• 

FIFTY-FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION 

tain difficult cases to arbitrate by sister churches. Such· 
~lmrches may, however, unite in associational capacity for 
purposes of more thorough organization, efficient work and 
for general and mutual good of all without surrendering 
any of their individual rights. Therefore, the churches here 
inafter mentioned resolve themelsves into a body eclesiastir 
to be known as the Martin Association of Free Will Baptist 
which shall meet annually at such time and place as may 
be agreed upon bv the body at its annual meeting. 
' . ' ' 

2, The association, when assembled, shall be composeci 
·, C'f all minist~rs of the association, both orrlained and lice>;. 
' \ tiale~. and the delegates or messengers chosen by th.~ sev-
i, era! churches 'from time to time fo.r that purpose. 

3. The number· of delegates to be determined by tht'. · 
. ~membership of the respective churches. To simplify thifl 

;'.'e will state that any church is entitled to two delegates, 1 t 
tr;'af:tcrs not l10w few members it mav have. That after it 
has attained fifty members it :;hall then be entitled to or.•' 
more delegate to every twenty-five members, or fractional -
part thereof, until it has reached one hundred; then for 

· evei:yfifty, or fractional part thereof, and go on increasing 
in this ratio to any number. 

I . 

. 4. The officers of the association shall consist of a 
moderator, clerk and treasurer, to be chosen annually fr9m 
the memberspresent; moderator and clerk to be elected .bY 
ballot or as .the Association deems proper. . . 

5. It sh?.ll, be the duty of the moderator to preside 
over the body i during the session for which he is elected, 
call . the session ··to . · order, enforce the rules of . 
the decorm:1, det.:ide a1! questions of discipline, and in casf 

' of a tie, to cast the dec.iding vote. . . · .. 
. . 6. It· shall be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate 

record of th~ business ti·!".:nsactions of the nssociation. SU· 

perintenrl the printing ·of 'the minutes anrl ·draw on thE
treasurer for. the funrls. to ~lischarge the. expense of the 
same: He shall hdd office until· his successor is elected and 

. . . 

installefL and shall receive such :..ompensation for his ser-
vices .as the associatiCin mav deem prrr;er to allow. 

. 7. There shall be an executive committee of. discreatt: 
brethren appointed annually by th~ moderator, or elected 
by the body who shall properly be the association in recesB, 
11nd whose duty m~y be more fully defined from time to 

·time bv the associatlon. The treasurer shall· be one oi 
the number. . . . . 

8. When the association . is assembled a majority _o;f 
. ' ..... • ..... -~ 
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all the members enrolled shall be. required to form a que~ 
rum for the transaction of business. 

. 9 .. All debates shall be .conducted in. a Christian like arid 
·· brotherly spirit. AU shall be allowed the privelege lit 

speaking· on any question which is submitted to· the cor,. 
sideration.of the body; ·.· · · ·· · · · · · · .. · 
. . 10. Every speaker shall rise to his feet, address the 
moderator, and keep. to the question in. debate, and shall 
avoid all ·unpleasant. reflections and personalities. .. . . 

11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more than . 
fifteen minutes in orie speech, or speak more than twice cin ,. 
the same subject except by permission from the moderatol.' _: 
or body; · .. · · . . . / 

' ·-- . .-~. •· -·· .... 
12. All questions shall be submitted by move and se<>- : 

ond the first motion taking precedence in point of order:· 
• • • 

Every mohon seconded must be acted upon, · unless with-
drawn by the mover. · · !· . . 

. 13. The business shall be taken up in order accordinll 
to the subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to sus
pend the regular rules for a time for purposes which appear 

. --~. 

proper. / 
• • 

14. The moderator shall, at each session, inyite cor
responding delegates from other bodies of our own ordet, 
and also ministers from other denominations to seats, when 
thus seated shall be entitled to the friendship of honorl\r~ 
members. , ··· ·· · 

' • \ 
· Associational Covenant . 

' 
Having been, wo trust, brought together to organizn 

an association; by divine grace to embrace our Lord .Jesu~ 
Christ, to give ourselves up wholly . .to Him, with all humility 
and brotherly love; to watch over each other for good~ and .. 
stir up each other to love and~good work, and not forsaking 
the frequent assembling of\ourselves together with our · 
neighbors to ·.· worship God ·according to His revealed will, 
aR occasion may require; h warn, rebuke and admonish each 
other according to the ,ri.I!E~s of the Gospel, that the knowl
'edge may be thereby :promoted to the end We will uphol.J 
the public worship of God and the ordinances of His hou::e, 
t1nd hold constant communion with each other therein; ani 
we will· cheerfully contribute of our property for the main
tenance of a ·faithful· minister of the Gospel among us and 
for the extension of the blessed Redeemer's kingdom among 
us universally. We will not omit family and closet religion 

l • ,, 
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at home nor allow ourselves in the too common neglect of 
the great and important duty of. religiously· trammg our 
children for the service of God and the enjoyment of heaver. 
We will also sympathize with each other in seasons of temp
tation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the 1e
cessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with 
each other for the churches universally, for the promiseJ 
effusion of the Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion, and 
the ingathering of the elect and· may the God of Peace, W1:o 
brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ. that 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, through . the blood of the 

·. everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good work 
; , to do His will, that" we may not only enjoy a name and place 
\ in the church on earth but finally with His glorious church 
1 of the first born of Heaven in ascribing blessings, honot, 

. ·might, .majesty to Him who sitteth on the throne and t:te 
i · L'~mb forever. . /f~- ,. · 
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NAME OF' PASTORS FOR CLERKS FOR ·POOF ~0"& . • • . ~ '< '< .. 

CLERKS . . · ~ t:"l >-ci . 
~- ~ ('l) .., I 

00 
,... o 

' "" ..... ' ~ . 

• • 

1942. 1942 CHURCH· 

l '1 
• • 

Corinth · ·. ;Mack Ropin~on F. W. Co:rdell Iron Ci:ty, Ga: 
Friendship . I · · { 
New Salem·. __ · .H. L. Catrett R'chard Davis Colquitt, Ga: 

' New Home No.1 D. Floyd W. E. Lane Iron City;'Ga. 
Springfield. ,Mack Robinson C. B. Reece . Jakin, Ga. 
Belview .- !H. L. Catrett Mlrs. Effie Kimbrell Colquitt, Ga. 
Hammock Spg$. D. Floyd Mrs. B. Barber Donlllsonville, 
Thompson . H. L. Catrett Clifton Powell Colquitt, Ga. 
New Home No. 2 A. J. Tomlinson Dock Kelly Climax, G.a. 
Hebrew ·. - .. · Mack Robinson W. C. Atkinson - . Don.alsonv'ille, 
Mothers Home· D. Floyd · Tom Henry Colquitt, Ga. 
Mt. GiUead · ·. W. H .. Horn Mabel Kelly Ba 'nbridge, ·Ga. 
Highway . · -. A. P.- Norris -. Willie Everette Brinson, Ga. 
Pilgrims -Home J. 0. Forte J. -T. Hilbourne / Newton, Ga. 
Mt. Glory. · W. A. Addi~on·. Albert Johnson , ... · Quincy, Fla. 
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