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l\1INUTES 

' PROCEEDINGS .. 
. . 

/Friday __ Son;:\" service at 10:15 .. Devotional Sister C. C. Bell 
of local church. Prayer led by Sister J. L. Tedder. Announcements 

· by mqder.afor. Prayer by Rev. D. Floyd~ Appointment o'f credential. 
committee, Bro. W. L. Cleveland, ·Bro._W. J. Hilburne and Bro. W. 
0. Smith. . 
Introductory by Rev.- A. B. Ard at 11 o'clock. Text 5th chapter 2nd 
Corinthians, ·concluded by Rev. L. .D. Scott. · · 

After preaching service a lunch .was served to all church. repre· 
· sentativcs, ·'ministers and visitors, which was. enjoyed by all present. 

1 o'clock devotion:>.} by. Sister Tenelb Cleveland. Prayer by 
Rev. E. A. Drake. 1:30 Jmsiness period, Report of credential com· 
mittee. Reports. Letters from various member churches were receiv
ed and read. Bros. C. B. Reece and Willie Barber read the letters and 
the churches were enrolled as Iollows: . 

Corinth:,W. 0. Smith and wife, J. M. Miller and wife, F. A. 
Norris ·and' -ivife, W. B: Cross, wife and daughter. · 

New Salem: D .. J. Roland, W. R. Barber, Bennie Lovering and 
C. L. Pickren. 

• 

New Home ·No. 1: Mrs. Carl Lane, Howard Roberts and J. C. 
Roberts. · · 

Springfield: C F. Helmes and C. B.- Reece. 
Friendship: Doster Warren and. wife; Bill. Parr and wife, and 

A. K. Ne\vberry. · · 
Belleview·: C. C. Kimbrel and wife, James :W. ·Haire and wife, 

Os~ar Brunson and wife, vnd Mrs. Tenella Cleveland. 
· ·_ Hammock Springes:· By letter. New ·Home no. 2: Eddie Avery 

and .T. B. Saddler. Mothers Home: Mrs. Zulu Stinson.. · 
Hebrew:. \Y.· C. Atkinson' and wife, Pat. Parker and wife and. 

· Gordon Alday. "' 
. Mt. Gilead: Sister A.·L..Boyd, Bro. and Sister· W. M. Smith 
Hi~.jhway: Perrv Mjlls. Ralnh BelL and Carlton BelL 
Thompson: W. H. Miller and \vife, C. B. Grimes and Lucile · 

Josev. · .. 
Pilgrim's Home: Mrs.-GuyTouchton,.Bro.·E. P. lVIcNeal, P.- B. 

Hilburn and W. ]. Hilburn. 
Mt. Glory: J. A. Taylor and wife and Ethel Taylor . 
. Cool Springs: W. W. Blunt and John .Taylor. 
Called· for petitionary letters. Received none. 
The usual committees were named by the moderator. 
Committee on Sabbath Schools: Sister Ten ella Cleveland, 

' Sister·~W. R: Barber and C. B. Reece. . 
Sabbath Observance: Bennie Lovering, Rev. D: Floyd and Rev. 

A. B. Ard. . 
. Program· CommiU~e: W. · L. Clev~land, Chairman; Rev. H. L.' 

Catrett, W. Lambert, Mrs. W. E. Lane and 1\hs. Lind::~ Powell. 
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Executi~e Committee: not. changed. . ' emf 
Nominations: W. B. Cross, Carlton Bell and Bro. W. W. Blunt .. 

Investigation~: D. J. Roland, W. Lambert and A. B. Newberry.· 
Obituaries:· George Cleveland, Rev. H. I..:. Catrett, _Mrs .. W. L.· . 

Cleveland, Mrs. \V. E. Lane and Mrs.· E. B Bush. · 
Teniperar1cc:' 'Mrs. W. R. Barber, C. F. \Helmes, I. B. . Saddler, · 

Mrs. Carlton Bell and E. P. McNeal. · · · 
Arrangements: Pastor, all the deacons and Clerk of 

f.hnrr.h ·:;. · -·· -· 
.. ·. . .. , 

Highway. 
' -. . r ,,-, ·,_.,1 

Education: W. L. Cleveland, .W.nJ. Hilbtirn,' Rev. L: D. Scott,· ~ 
Mrs. Irvin Perry and Rev. A. B. Ard. . vb 

Suggestions: Rev. H_. L. Catrett, Rev. A. B. Ard, Mrs ... W. C. · 
Bagley, Rev. C." A. Gilbe~t and Bro. E. P. McNeal. Called for cor
respondence :£rom other associations were received. Letter .from the-
Georgia Union \vas received. to .respond same by letter1 - .. 

Midway: Rev.J. ~- Tcdder,·Rev. E.·c. Willia~s. Next session 
to convene 'with "Mt. Zion church, Rowena, Ga., Early county, NoY. 
3 and 4-, 1943. . . · · · · . ' ·· · · · , . . · · · · 

The Sundav schoolconvention n:eets w"iih High\vay church lst 
Sunday in April, 1944.. . .. . . · 

Elected delegates to State Assn. as follows: Bro. J. E. Drake ... 
and Bro. W. L. Cleveland. . . ·" · · · · . · · · 

It was moved and carrie2 that the clerk pay the delegates V~ 
cent per . capita out of associational funds to pay entiiance fee · at . 
The State Ass'n .• which convenes at Greenwood' church,. Camilla, 
Ga., Nov. 16 and 17th, 1943. , · '" . . .. ,. 

• 

· Renort of program ·committee: · We ·your ·.committee, have 
£elected to preach Friday night Bro. D. R. Braswell, Br(). D, Floyd ·- · · 
to preach Saturday A. M. · . · · . . . · L 

W. · L. Cleveland. Chairman. · · 
A freewill offering was taken up for old age ministers which . · : 

amounted to $28.00 . . 
. . I 

Treasurer's report shows a halnnce on hand of $'10.60. Received 
from credential committee $108.60, total $149.20 Paid J. E. Drake 
$10.50 state convention and national A~s'n. fee. 
Report on .missionf\ by W~ I.;. .Cleveland as follows: Home Mission. 
New Home __ $20.00, Bellview __ $125.00, Union· meeting __ $3.00 
'l'otaL_$148.00. . 

Safem __ $4.30. Union 
TotaL_$68.84. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS 
meeting __ $48.07, · 1\ss'n __ $114 7, ·Bell view __ $5. · 

) 

SATURDAY MORNING • 

Convention met at 9 o'clock. Song sen•ice. Prayer by Bro. L .. 
C. Carter. Received Bro. L. C. Carter from 2nd Baptist church of 
Bainbridge, Gn. Rev. Willie Sellers from Georgia Union Sister Alma 
McDonald and Sister Jones from Midway. Moved that the moderator 
extend the right hand of fellowship to the visiting delegates. The 
church decorum and doctrinal views were read. 

· Called for ministers report: Rev. E. A. Drake arid Rev. H. L. 
· Catrett . 

• 

• 



. REPORT FROM NOV. 1, 19,J2, TO OCT. 21, 194.3 
I have pas to red the following churches: Blakely, New Sale;n, 

Thompson, Oak Grove, Bellview, New Home No. l. Conducted · <lri 
funerals, baptized 12, attended· the State Association, attended the 
l\lid\vay Association, attended~ 6 Union Meetings, attended 2 Sur,. 
day School ConYention, attended 2 Ladies Aux. Conventions, visit' 

· ed se,'erul other churches, preached 322 sermons, traveled 12,380 
miles, and received in compensation $650.00. The Lord has blessed 
in a wonderful way this year. But I am asking your prayers that 
the Lord' may· use your humble servant to accomplish more in the 
future years .. 

H. L. Catrett. · 
' 

Appointed correspondents to other assn's: l\Iidway of Georgia 
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Bro. J. C. Roberts, and Bro. George Chambers. 
State Line of Alab:::ma: Bro. D. Floyd, Chattahoochee: Communicate 
bv minute. Union: Bro. H. L. C::ttrctt' and Bro. D. J. Roland. Ga. 
Union: Correapond by letter; . 

Same delegates to State Asa'n to be delegates to the Nationnl 
Ass'n throug!1 the State Association. 

The congregation of the Ass'n stood 2 minutes in silent prayer 
in memory of Bro. A. P. Norris- and Bro. S. A. McLendon, deceased 

Reccrscd ·:or 5 minutca. After recess the association inet back 
for preaching service. After song service, prayer by Rev. J, · W. 
Sellei·s. The ll o'clock message was brought by Rev. D. Floyd. Sub-· 
· j ret w~s taken fwm. 5th· chapter of Galations. aftel' which the con
vention dismissed for tlie noon hour. 

. .. Saturday P. M. 
Rc::onvencd at 2:30 Song servic(}, Devotional by Bro. George 

Cleveland. Supe;annuation Committe·~ appointed: Appointed Bro. 
J. C. Roberts, Bro. W. J. Hilburn and W. L. Cleveland Heard Com

mittee reports. 
The moderator agreed- to give the $10.00 the association pays 

him .for his services- to Emeritus Bro. E. A. Drake an& Bro. Low 
Y ate<!!. 

The s::tme officc:·s o£ the ass'n were appointed for the next year. 
The time and place for the next as.,'n is Mt. Gilead Church, 

Decatur County, Ga., Fri. and Sat. bdore the 4th Sunday in Oct., 
194~. Extended rising· vote of thanks to Highway C}lurch and Com
munity for t!1eir hosDitilitv shown us while in their midst. A free-, ' 

. will offering wus taken up -for Bro. Lon Yates which. amounted to 
S24.00. . · ·. · · . . · 
" 

Bro. L. C. Carter of the 2nd Baptist Church. of Bainbridge, Ga. 
made a. talk which was soul stirring to every one present., 

Report of Committees re::eived and Committees relieved ex
cept such Committees as hold over·to the next session. 

l\'lovcd 1md enrried that the moderator be paid. $10.00. for his 
services and· $15.00 for the clerk's services.· 

·Took parting hand. and adjourned to next meet with Mt. Gi
lea~ Church, Bainbridge,. Ga.; Friday before the 4t!1 Sunday in 
Oct .. 194!. · 

' 

/ 

' . 

cl· 
' ' ' :•. jl 

' 
.! ,, 
' 

' ' 
-~· - I! 

I· • \ I 
" 

i 
I q 

II· , 
I , 

" I;, 

I 

' " ij 
'; 

I 

' ' 
' 

'i-

i' 

' I, 
i' 
' 

' I' . ,, :, 
I 
' 1 . 

I I 
I ....... 



I 

I 
I 
I 
' 

----------------·-·- --- -- ·- .. -- -- --- - -------"'·=========== 

• 

• • 

• 

J. E. Drake, Moderntor 
W. E. Lane, See-T~·e:~s. 

SABBATH SCHOOLS 
We your committee on Sabbath schools beg to make the fol

lowing report: We find some of our churches do not h~ve a 
Sabbath school. We therefore rccomend that · all our churches 
have :md maintain a Sabbath school us we believe our young 
people brought up in Sabbath schools make better citizens be
cause of the Christian training they get through · the teaching of 
Sabbath school. 

Tenella Cleveia:nd, Chairman. 
Mrs. W. R. Barber 
C. B. Reese 

SABBATH ODSERVANCE 
We, your committee on Sabbath Observanne recommend that 

we U& r nrents, yo•mg people :"l!ld min~s!e!"S observe the Sabb~th . 
Dav mo::-e. perfectly by attending all religious services possible · 
and keeping it holy to the Lord, refraining from work that would 
hinder the cause of Christ. · 

H.espectfully, 
Drew Floyd 
Bennie Lovering 

. A. B. Ard 
Program Committee 

We recommend that the Assn. convene with Mt. Gilead Church . 
• 

that L. D. Scott preach the introductory sermon. Rev. D. Floy(I 
dternale. \1/e recommend as officers jno. E. Drake, modei:.1tor ~nrl 
W. E. Lane, Sec-Treus., Ordaining Council not chan!Sed. 

· C. C. Bell 
\V. B. C:rnr.•· · 

Education 
We your committee find we have a school in Nashville, Tenn., 

'f');;- Chris~ain Education. We urge our churches t-o !ICln this worthy 
" . 

cause and that our pastors preach at least one sermon a vear on 
• 

' Christian Education. 
W. L. Cleveland 
1\. B. Ard 
Mrs. C. M. Perry · 

· 'W. J. Hilburn 
L. D. Scott 

INVESTIGA'{!NG COMMITTEE 
We your investigating committee find our churches · and 

ministers in good standing except Bro. W.A. Addi~-on who is out of 
order and we recommend that his nam~ be droprcd from the 
minister's list. We also ask a report from Molhcr's Home church 
delegation and pastor, as we find his church lias him under de:::l
ings. we suoinit the following. rd hhdrlu hrdluh --

w. L. Lambert, chairmat 
A. B. Newberry. 
D. J. Roland • 

• 

• 

-
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' 
• TEMPERANC& 

. We your, committee mLTemperance·find that.intemperanccs.i;; 
on the increase. · · vbg kfwmqy.emf,vymrdL. 

"Wine is a.tnocker: Strong drink. is raging; and. ,irhosoever. 
is deceived thereby is not wise". Prov. 20-L. . . 

.... God's people should •set•the example of total abstinence .. 
· .. We recommend.that our.. preachers preach at. least two · tem· 
perance·sermons each.year, and. that the lay members .noe only ab· 
stain fiom. strong drink themselves but. encourage others- to· do--su .. 

l.VIrs .. W. R .. Barber· 
. , ·.. Mrs. C. C. Bell. 

I. B. Saddler 
RESOLUTIONS 

We your committee on ·Resolutions beg to submit the following: 
Seeing that· age is ·inevitable and poverty is deplorable; 
TI1erefore. he it resolved· that e3ch church in this association 

bring to each sessio.n o:~ the a~sooiation .in the. future $5.00 each or 
Jl"·orc for s•JPerannuation. mfwy. pmfwyp, mfwym 

· 2nd. Resolved tlu•t this bodv apnoint or· elect· a. board of· at 
least 3 members to hold the funds and distribcte to the· aged minis

. ters as necessity may demand. 
We further resolve that this hodv extend .a rising. vote. of thanks 

to this church and community for their· gracious hospitality to the 
ministers and delegation of this associatibni ,. 

Resolved that this body extend a vote of; appreciation to· our 
moderator· and clerk for their efficient and· business- like manner 
in which thev have conducted this session ol the association; • 

• • 

Resot. submitted; 
· Eld. H; · U .. Catrett; . Chairman 
Eld. D, Floyd: 

OBITUARIES. . 
··. We the committee on obituaries .beg to. submit tlw following: 

Since our l11st se~sion of this association. the Lord, has- deemed it 
. New Salem: Church: ElderS. A. McLendon; Sister Martha 

Smith and Zora Mock. cmfwyp mfwyP, inrdl.umfivymfdlu 
best to call the following saints to their EternaL Home:. 

Bell view Church: Sister Minnie Deese, Belle IIaire, and· Dollie 
Brown. nnd Bros. I. .T. Perrv and .Chnrlie KimbreL 

Corinth Church Bro~ C: k. Sheffield. 
HiP.:hway Church: Elder A. P. N nrri". Mrs. C. T. Turner .. 
Hebrew Church: Sisters· Donie· Strickland' and. Janie. Robertson 

. . ' 
New Home No; 1 Church: Bro .. W; M: Melton. • 

New Home No .. 2:Church: Bro Earlie Sadler: 
Soringfield: Miss Nanny Dupree:. 
We deplore the passin~ of these faithful saints but:realize·our 

loss is heaven's gain. Therefore, .we bow our· heads. in humble sub
mission to Him who doeth all' things well: 

' 
l . 

• 

Respt. submitted; 
H. L Catrett, chairman' 
G .. L. Gleveland; 'Mrs .. W:.E .. Lane; 

Mrs. W. L. Clevclnnd,. Mrs;. E. ll. Bush 
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_ SUGGESTIONS 
We your committee on Suggestions beg to submit the follow· 

ing report: We suggest that the ministers of the Martin Association 
form a minister's conference meeting quarterly for the purpose of 
bette.r preparing themselves in doctrinal and Bible views of the 
Bible, and a better understanding of and fellowship with each other, 
in order that they may more thoroughly understand each other ani.r 
preach the same free gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Not preaching many gospels, but preaching the gospel to manv. 

We suggest that the moderator be paid $10.00 and the Clerk 
$15.00 for their services. __ _ 

Res pt.· H. L. Catrett, Chairman 
Eld. A. B. Ard 
Eld. C. A. Gilbert 

/ 
Mrs. W. C.- Bagger}J. 

ORDAINED MINISTERS 
E'. M. BROCKETT, Iron City, Ga. 

F. A. NORRIS, Iron City, Ga. 
W. H. HORN, Donalsonville, Ga. · 
E. A. DRAKE, Bainbridge, Ga. 
A. B. ARD, Bainbridge, Ga._ 
D. R. BRASWELL, Donalsonville, Ga. 
W. H. ELY, Iron City, Ga. 
A. J. TOMLINSON, Clhnax, Ga. 
H. L. CATRE'Ilf, Colquitt, Ga • 
D. FLOYD, Colquitt, Ga. 
L. D. SCOTT, Brinson, Ga.-

- TOM HENRY, Colquitt, Ga . 
C. A. GILBERT, Colquitt, Ga. 

• 

• 
• • 

\, 

• 

' 

. ' '··· 

• 

' ' 

•• 

LICENTATE MINISTERS 
J. E. MUSIC, Donalsonville, Ga. 

'- N. L. LAMB, Climax, Ga. 
D. KELLEY, Whigham, Ga. 

W. K. WILSON, Bainbridge, Ga. , 

-- __ -ORDER ·OF BUSINESS 

l. Gnmni7.P 
2. Call for letters from various chqrches. 
3. Call for . correspondence from sister associations. 
4. Invite visiting brethren to seat with us. 
5. Call for petitionary letters. 
6. Appoint committees. 

• 

7. Roll call and read decorum. 
' 8. Appoint correspondents to sister associations 

9. Call for report of committees. 
10. Elect Officers for next session. 

• 

11. Appoint time and place for next session. 
12. Adjournment. 



DOCTRINAL VIEWS 

l. We believe that the Holy Bible was wrtten by men divine
ly inspired and is a treasure of heavenly instruction that has a God 
for its author, s~lvation for its end and truth without mixture of 
error for its matter; that it. reveah the principals by. which·. God 
will jt:dgc t:!:; and therefore, it shall remain with us to the end-of 
Lime, the true center Of Christi:m union and the supreme standard 
to which all human conduc~ nnd opinion should· conform. 

2. Tint thcYe is but one true God, whose name is Jehovah the 
maker and ruler of Heaven nnd e:trth, inexpressively glorious in· 
holiness, ivorthy of all possibk honor, confidencp, and love, reveal
ed in the personal. distinction of the F:tther, So md Holy Ghost. 
equal in every divine perfection, 2.nd executing ., . stjnct but hnr
monious offices in the e:re:1t work of redcrirp!ion. 

L• 

3. That man. was created in a state of holinefs r/;.clt;r tilC hws 
of his :Maker, but by voluntary transgres'3ion fell from that holy 
and happy state. in· consequen':e of which me:1 ::>re sin~·::rs, not by 
cons:rnint, but bv choicr\, bei?l:J. hv· natvr·~ nuerlv ''oici of that 
holiness required by the lavv of God; whollv c;iven to th·~ ;:ratifica
tion of Ill<~ world. of Satan md their sinful pr1'sions ar.d there

. fore under juct condemnation to eternal ruin; without defence or 
excu~e. cmfwyphrdluhrdlumrdlum 

tlc, That the s'llvotion of sinnrn·is wl1olly of grace through 
the mdiation of the Son of G0d, who too'.: u~)on hi•'1 0.ar natun~: . . 
Yet without sin honored the bw bv His nersonal· obedience. and . . . 

made atone:nent for sin bv His death: l:eing; risen f··om t:1e dead . • 
Ile i'3 J"lW en'~"O'lrrl in He:wen and uniting in His Wonderful 
rer~on the te:1der · symp'lthies with divine rerfection. in every way 
cru:'llified to br> a euilahle co"lln:Jssion~te nnd all sufficient Savior. 
. S. Tlr•t · tll~ c:re<>t fYOSl'd bkss;n~Ys \1-hich f:hr-ist ·of His full-

• 
"

0
"

0
• beetolrs on snch ?.s believe on Him is justification; that justi-

fi~ation ron".i~ts in th~ J)~r<lon 0f sin Pnd nromis~ of eternal life 
upon rrincinles of r:~rhfeousne,;s: th<>t it i'i bestowed. not in con
n .... nsideration of anything which 've ha,'e done. bnt solely through 
His own ri'!hteousness and· rrtoncment. Pnd llwt it brings us unto 

· n st::Jt~ of mo~t He,.~:ed rca<:e nnd fa7or with God. 
· f. That the hle~sin!"s of sah•ation are made free to air bv the 

Gosnd: th"t it is the irnmedinte duty of all t-o receive them bv a 
cordial and obedient 'faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation 
nf J]y~ grc"tcst sinner on e~rth but his own volnntarv refu~"l to 
submit to the Lord Jesus Christ which results will subject him to 
aggrm;ated condemnation .. · · 

' 7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated or born ·-
:>gain. That regeneration consists of l!iving a holy disuosition to 
the mind, and is effected in a manner above our comprehension by 
the power_ of the Holy spirit producing a voluntary ·obedience tv 
the Gospel;; and that its proper evidence is found in the holy 
fruits we bring forth to God. 

3. That election is the gracious purpose of God, according to 
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which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners. That being per· 
fectly consistent with the free agency of man, ·it comprehends all 
means with the end, that it is a most gloriotls display of Go_d's 
goodness. being· infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly· . -
excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer, praise, . trust in 
God, and active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages the 
use of means in the highest degree; that it is the foundation of 
Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to our
selves, demands and deserves our utmost diligence .. 

9. T1wt the preservina; attachment of true believ'ers to Christ 
the grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial profes
sors; that a special providence watches over their welfare and that 
they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation. 

10. That the l~w o£ God is the eternal, unchange1.ble rule. of 
His government; that it is holy, iust and good, that the inability· 
which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill the precepts 
arise entirely from their love of sin to deliver them from which 
and to restore them through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to 
the Holy law· is one design of the Gospel and the means of grace 
.connected with the ·establishment of the visible church. . -

_ 11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's ·day or Chris-

• 

tian Sabbath; that it -should be kept sacred to religious purposes 
by, absstaining from all secular labor and reception by the direr:t 
observance of all means of grace, both public and private, ami 
prepare for the rest which remains for the people of God. 

12. That civil. :;overnment is of divine appointment for the 
.... 

interest of order o£ human society; that the magistrates are to be 
prayed for conscientiously; honor and obeyed in all things not 
contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ. who is the Lord. of 
conscience and Pr!nce of the kings of the earth. 

. 13. Thilt there is a radical and essential difference betwee:1 the 
_ righteous and wicked. vnd ·tbt such onlv are ;·,c;iified by faith in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and is sanct;Iied by, the spirit . 
of God as are truly righteous in His esteem while all such as con
tinue in impenitence and unbelief are. in His sight, wicked and 
under the curse and this disti_nction holds good an~ong men. both 
in and after death. cmrdl mfw 

14-. That the end of this world is approaching when Christ 
will descend from the Heaven and raise the dead from their graves 
to final retribution,· that wlemn separation will then take olace, 
the ri<rhteous being adjudged to cverlastin~ happiness and. the 
wicked to ·endless punishment and his .iudgment will forever fix 

· the final state of men in Heaven or Hell on principles of righteous-
ness. __ John 5:25: Matt. 25:31: 41:46. · 

. AS SOCIA TIONAL DECORUM 
l. This Association shall' be called to order hv the former 

moderator, who presided at the last session, if pres~nt; if not pre
.sent, then the clerk, if he should be absent, then by some other br•). 

2. This Association shall he opened arid closed with prayer. 
3. The ·moderator and clerk of the preceding . · session shall 
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officiate until the body is ~rganized by ~lccting a moderator and' 
clerk in any way the body may direct. 

· 4. It shall be the duty of the moderator to call the meetin« to 
. order. to see that order is preserved, receive and submit all q~es

tions to the body. He shall have the privilege of speaking but must 
call upon some other brother to. preside in his place while speak
.ing. He Ehall not have the right to vote unless the body is equally 
divided, when he may cast the deciding vote . 

• 

5. The members present shall be enrolled and their names 
called as often as ne~essary. 

6. The majority of the members present shall rule in cases, 
except. upon admission o£ new churches, which shall require a 

• unammous ·vote . 
• 

7. No member shall absent himself from the house withont 
leave from the moderator, and no member shall leave the associa
tion without the consent of the body. 

8. All business shall be brought before the body by a move 
and second and shall ~e disposed ·of according to good usage. 

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more th2n three times 
on the same subject nor more than fifteen minutes cu.ch time with
out permission from the body. 

10. No person shall be disturbed while speaking unless he de
parts from the subject and it will be necessary to call him to order. 

- ' 

11. Only one person shall he allowed to speak at a time and 
he must rise to his feet and address the moderator and must sot 
use abusive language or personal reflection on any one without . 
being subject to call to order by the moderator. 

12. It. shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a minute of the 
proceedings and read the same when called lpon, to be corrected at 
th~ discretion of the hody, and shall prepare the minutes for publi
cation. ·unless the associatio!J shall appoint some one for thai;__ pur
pose. He shall keep all books and papers belonging to the associa
tion and read the same when ordered to do so, and shall have such 
compensation ·for his services as the association may prescribe. 

13. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary to carry 
on correspondence by writing to persons belonging to other as
sociations of like faith in any way that would be likely to create 

. interest in this association for its· promotion and well being. 
H. It shall be the duty o.f the treasurer to keep all money 

committed to him by the association, and to keep an account of 
receipts and expenditures, make a report at every association i£ 
called upon, pay out money when ordered to do so by the associa
tion,and shall receive such compensation as the association may 
prescribe. 
15. These rules of decorum· may be amended at the. discretion of · 
the association .. 
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CHURCH DECORUl\1 
. l. The church may c~10ose a pastor ::mnually at the bst regu

lar conference in association year; or if they prefer it may choosR 
a pas~or for an indefinite lengih uf time to cunlinue from year to 
year, as long as they deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at 
another time; but if the choice be made at a special conference, 
the ~ime must be appointed at a monthly meeting of the church. · 

3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the cimrch, but when 
he is absent or does not sit as moderator, being present, some suit
able brother shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. There shdl be two or more deacons in the church Whose 
duty it shall be to superintend the collecti-on and disbursement of 
the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to 
distribute the bread and wine in the administration oi li1e Lord's · 

• 

supper. ' 
5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse 

or neglect to partake of the Lord's supper and endeav.or to as
certain the cause ,that the s::nne may be laid before the church in 
conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed clerk and it shall 
be his duty to do all the recording and other· writing pertaining to 
the business cf the church and preserve a file of the minutes of the . . -assoc1atron .. 

7. When a new c1er1( is appoinlccl ull the books .. etc., belong
ing to the clerk d:all he imn:ecliately delivered to hir.1 by his p~<:
dceessor. 

8. :When a church deemS' it ne:::essary, a committee of not less 
than three male members well acquainted with business, shall b~ 
appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice. to brethren who 
apply to the•n relative to c:1r-es of 

. 9. 11he church shall hold two days meeting monthly, embracing 
. Saturday and the Lord's day following the first of which shall be 
the regular time of conference. -

10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, to 
attend each conference meetin~ if they can, for on that dny t1w 
pastor is cxpe~ted to instruct the church in special manner by 
giving plain and pointed less·ons on doctrine, discipline and the 
rules of holy livin~. 

11. Any male rr.ember, who slwll fail to atte:1d thrrc successive 
conferences, :.md any n.~emb·~r whatever who may be l!encrally re-

, miss in attending the meetings of the church according to the 
covenant Artic~e 10, o;hall be cited to appear rin conference and an
swer for his neglect, but the church may exempt members '£rom 
this wle if necec:sarv. 
12. Conference. nftei· ~1rayer or divi:1e service shall b<; opened as 

, follow: l. in•{iting visiting brethren to se (at, 2. 01Jcninp; the door 
of the church for the reception of members. 3 .. Calling for the read· 
ing d the minutes of the last conference. 4. Calling for absentee3. 

· 5. For acknowledgements. 6. For references .or deferred business 
7. For nev> matters of dealings, which are to come before the 

• 
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. body. 2. For miscellaneous business.· 
13. Visiting brethren, as help called in from sister churches, 

shall be allowed to speak and make motions and seconds, but not 
allowed to vote. 

· 14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church may he received 
into the church without letter, when it is made apparent that his 
Chri&tian character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied for 
a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join this or 
some sister church. All other members must join by letter or baptism. 

1.5. No member shall be received without the unanimous con· 
sent of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall not 
be val:d and unless withdrawn the member who makes them shall 
be liable to be taken under dealings by the church. 

16, When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall in-
. ' ' form the church what members have hec>n absent from three suc-

cessive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some hrothet 
or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference. 

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited vcr
bally or in writing, to attend his trial; provided his residence be 

· known to the church. · . 
13. When a witness. not a member of the church, is intmduc 

ed, he shall not be examined till the question has been put to the . 
church: "Will you hear th~ testimony of this witness?" 

_19. The evidence in .every case of dealing and acknowledge~ent. 
shall be minuted in the church book. 

20. Members dismissed from the ·church by letter who become 
disorderly or continue to hold their letters without a good · reason, 
shall be cited to the conference to answer for their. conduct. 

21. Expelled members may he restored to fellowship on their 
petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that 
they have sincerelv repented of their former evil oonduct. 

22. A vote shall not be _·taken upon any quf'stion without a· 
·move and second, and in all important questions the vote shall b~ 
taken by rising to the feeL · 

23. No motion shall be made while a move and second is before 
• 

the. conference. 
2~1. It shall· be considered disorderly for any member to absent 

himself from conference when an important question is to be de-- . 
cided; but a member, upon his request, may be exempted from vot-
ing onl. either side in peculiar cases. . · . 

25. No member shall leave the house during conference with·. 
out suffic)ent cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering with 
out being subject to be called to order by the moderator. 

26. All 1<liscussions in conference must be conducted with 
calmness and good !eelin~; those who· speak must rise to their 
feet and address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same mo
tion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks 
of any one be Jinreasonably long. 
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28. When the moderator speaks in debate he must. nominate 
some brethren moderator· in his stead. 

29. No one shall be int~rrupted while speaking, unless·· it is 
necessary to call him to order. , 

• 
30. It shall be the rule of the church. to attend to the adminis-

tration of· the Lord's supper and: foot washing.at least· four time;;, . 
a year,. and tlie expenses are to be paid by the church. · 

/ 

·. 31. Members not in good standi"ng shall not commure, hut the 
the·administralion shall~ not• DC deferred 1 Oil aCCOU!lt· of any ordi; 
nary matter of d~aling. . . 

• 

32. Public fasting, .humili:ttion. and prayer. shall be obsen·ed · 
• on proper . occasrons. 

33. It shall be the duty oft he• pastor.to take up collections :quarterly: 
fnr the support. of the home mission ·worK:· . 

' . . ' . 

34 .. It. shall be the duty. of each· church to· appoint! a committee . 
to revise the church book once a year; . J 

· 35 This decorum' may be: altered• or amended by. the vote of 
two-thirdt: of. the·. members. pTesent • at. any· two' successive monthiy 
confc"t'ences .. 

.. . ARTICLES OF FAITH 
L Tlie Scripture. Tiie Scripture ohhe old and tlie New Testa-

_ments were· given: by tlie inspiration of God; and. are bin din~ on 
all as our only rule of faith. and practice. There is only one.'livin;; . · 
and; true· God; infinite-in alFoFHis atirioutes; theCreator;.Preser; 
ver and Governor of. the Universe; revealed t·) us in the ~cripture 
as Father; Son and·Spirit~ . . . · ... 
2. Christ: He·is Gcid1manifest in the flesh; being iri· His divine na
ture true, Gad;. in His liuman nature true man; united· jn· the per
:son of Mcssii:tli · asthe ·mediator for Uie redemption ofthe world; 

. . 

3. The Holly Spirit., He possesses· all personel divine attributes· 
belonging· to. the· Reformer, C0mforter· and :Sanctifier· of men. 

4. Divine Purpose and· ProvidencP.. Th..; ruwnse of God a, .. , 
eternal and immutable. and.His Wise and Holy: Providence is over all 
things ~o secure His Only glory and the highest welfare of all crea-
tures · 

5. Original State· ond Fall of- Man. Man was' ~"c'l•ed 11'1riP.'l1t, .fn-.J· 
by disobedience fell -.into a state of sin and ·condemnation. All his. 
posterity 'inherits his fallen nature; which is~ cherished by indul
gence so ·all' wHo,come to years of, morahiccountibility, sin and 
come short \of: tlie· glory• of: God. 

· 6. The Atonement: Christiin ,His great compassion offered Him 
self, as a s~crifiee ·in our stead; and-those· by 'His life;. sntirring .and 
dc!!th,.made an • atonement• which: is full and· free •to all;. and: opens 
.the only. way to. salvation .. 

7. Grace. No·one·can by his·oWn\work merit;.·obtain salvation 
which· is wholly of the grace· of'God; and: through• which all spiri-
tual blessngs are bestowed upon us. · , 

• 



8. Cond:tio:m of Salvation. ThEse arc repentances implying God
ly sorrow for open concessions and other renunciations of sin, fai~h 
or the ui1rescrYcd committal· of the mind and heart to receive, Qbev . _, 

. and trust in Christ, regeneration by the 'Holy Spirit, whereby the 
soul is free from the dominion of sin and brought into the glorious 
l'berty of the children of God. _ . 

9. Election. God has not fixed the future ~t?.!e of man by any 
r'f'.conditionel deere~, but determined from the beginning to save 
dl who could comply with the conditions of salvation. 

· 10. Perseverance. None will be finally saved but those who,. 
through grace, pereevere in hoinss. e 

.11. Salvation Free. God desires the salvatiQn of all the Gospel 
invites dl, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will, may 
come ::md t?.ke of the water. of life freely. 

12. The Freedom of the Will. The human will is not controllPd 
hv ::-ny fatal necessity or external force. hnt is free and self-determin 
rd. having power to yield to gracious influences or resist them mid 
perish. · · · 
J 3. Gospel Ordinances. Baptism or the immersion of believers in 

. water. and the Lord's s•mper are ordin~n~e'3 to be pernetuated under 
the Gospel or universal obligation a:1d to be administered to all 
true believers. 

--~----

14. The Sabbath. The Christian Sabbath is a divine institution 
bindinf,!; on all, and should be observed by · abstaining· from all 
secular business, amusements and consecrated to the worship of God 
and to spiritual impwvement. 

15. The Resurrection. Final judgment and lfinal retribution __ 
Christ will make His second . appearance at the· end of the world. 
whn11 the de~d will be raised. the judgment will set, the righteous 
will be received to eternal blessedness, and the wicked banished to 
endless sufferin!!. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 
1. We believe th'lt the Gospel church, or a church of Christ is 

·a congregation of Christians constituted and go•:emed according 
to the rules laid dawn in the New Testament. 

2. That these n•les require churches to reserve t:1e fo~m of 
P"overnment and ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to 
J-.e ee>m~o~ed of b:mti 7 ed helie:ver!} in Christ . 

. 3. T~at the visible chnrch \s tse a!!gre•wtc or whole number 
of Gos-el churches. and that the invisible church is compQsed of 
t.he redeemed now in Heaven; Rnd of such Christians now on earth 
1lS nre not attached to the visible; according to the Gospel rules, · 

4·. That the establishment of a central or Catholic go~-ernment • 
over the visible church or any part thereof is a device of earthlv 
ambition repugnant to the wo~ld of God and subversive to th~ . 
churches and rlan()'erons to the libe::ties of men. -

5. That the Go<Jrel churches are the only edesiastical bodies Qr 
tribunals authorized bv the Scripture; that each ·church has the 
unrestricted right to administer its own government without super· 
vision or interference, being under Christ essentially independent 
and absolute and that if this right· is surrendered to a superintend-
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· ing jurisdiction· by delegation or othcn,+;c· the <~~sc:nbly ceases to 
be a. gospel: church. _ 

That churches may nevertheless, meet by delegates. from an 
association and declare the· terrr.s uuon which they willkeep up a 
friendly correspondence but that the rights and authority of. the 
churches bejng indienable are in no wi~e compromised by or hin-

• 

dcred by entering into an nssociation, therefore associations h::!ve no 
shadow of aulhority over churches or individuals, their only power·-; 
being to transact business which does not pertain to churches in 
their eclesiastical capacity, or to promote mutual intercourse and 
~oncentration of voluntary effort, and to give that advice to 
churches which might with equal authority be given by an individual 

. . . 
7. That the authority of churches. are designated for the per

rr~tuation of the true religion of the Bospcl and for the preservation 
of a pure and orderly bcdy of f:hristians. on earth, that is fully suf
ficient for the purpose intended, but it does not extend to the per
s-:m's property or consciences of men in any case whatever . 

• 

8. That the· only requisites to church· membership are faith in 
Christ· an& obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ necessarily 
exists in connection with the belief in the fundar::ental truths . of 
Christianity, and to prescribe any other requisites of church mem-

. bershin,is·an assumption on·the part of the,church and·a departure 
from· the phm of the· Gospel: -

. 
9. That tlie·officers of the church arc elden; and deacons; that 

elders D.rc also c:1lled bishops or pastors i that· all· elders are equd 
in ran!<:: though they may perform· different · f unctio!ls since so:~~c 
may be bishops or pastors of a particular church, while othcn:. ·:r-::1y 

· ·l·e simrly elders, having no pastornl charge. 
10: That the authoritv of the minister of the Gospel extends to 

tear·hing, exhortatin~ and rebuke, but no further,. that he can not 
perform any act which belongs to the. authority of the church, .such 
as the rn:-eption of members into the chnrch.comn,ct, of the ex
pulsion of offenders, that as members of the church he. is no more 
than any other rr.ember, and if he is guilty of transrrrCfsion he is 
to be brought to trial before his. brethren. and convicted or ~w 
emitted in the same manner as if he ·were a priv'ate person; yet we 
think it..prudent and proper to callin advisory help; especially if 
the minister is to he tried upon charge of. heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of :1. believer in . 
. ·.·water in the name o'f the Father, Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
;·~~·:. 12" That the Lords Supper is an ordinance to be observed in 
··-·ilia church till the· Lord comes; . ' ~ : - ----

• 

13. The elders and deacons must' be set ap:trt to their office bv 
· ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the· presbytery and 

prayer, without which they are not authorized to administer the or
dinances· pertaining to their respective offices. 

· . · · ASSOCIATIONAL. CONSTITUTION 
l. A church proper in its lowest sense is {body of Christians 

• 

• 



. . 
united and congregaLed togelher for the purpose of worshiping God 
and promoting His cause, and in which the Gospel ·is regularly 

· preached; the ordinances duly administered and. the principles of 
holiness encouraged and practiced. Each church or body thus form- · 
ed a separate part thereof and independent in itself; 'possessing the · · 
right to direct its own affairs in its own way, subject only in certsin . 
. difficult cases to arbitrate by sister churches. Such churches may, 
however, unite in associational capacity for. purposes . of more' 
thoroul!h ;Organization, efficient work .and for generaland mutual ·.• 
good of all without surrendering· any of their individual right.:;. 

' . ' 
Therefore, the churches here inafter mentioned . resolve themselve~~ 

into a body Clcsiastic to be known· as the Martin' Association of·· 
Free Will Baptist which shall meet annually at such time an:J. pbcc 
as may be agreed upon hy the body at its annual meeting. - The association, when assembled, shall be compos~d of r!l 
ministers of the association, both .ordained and licentiates, and the 

delegates or. messengers chosen . by the several churches from time to 
time for that purpose. . · · ·. ' · 

The number -of. deleptes to be determined by· the member 
ship of the res~~ective churches. To .simplify this we will state thr.t 

any church is entitledto two delegates, it matters not how few mem 
hers it may have. That after it has attained fifty members it shall 
then be entitled to one more delegate to every twenty-five members, 
or fraction..., 1 p:ut thereof, until it. has reached one ·hundred; then 
for every fifty, or fractional part thereof, and go on increasing in· 
this ratio to anv number.· ! 

• 

4. The officers of the association shall consist of of a moderator, 
and treasurer, to be chos~n, annually from the members . present; 

-l~rator and clerk to be elected by ballot or as the Association 
deems proper. "' 

. I 

5. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over the 
body during the session for which he is elected, call the session to .• 
order, enforce the rules of the decorum, decide all question of d!sc: · 
rline, :mr1 in r-gi;e of a tic, to cast the deciding vote . 

0 I 

6 It slwll be the duty of the clerk to keep an a.ccurate record 
nf .the business tr~ns?ctions of the association, superintend the print
in~ of the minutes and draw on the treasurer for the funds to di8· 

• 

chan::e the ex,.,ense of the same: He shall hold office until his SUf:· 

eessor is elected . . and installed, and shall receive such 
compensation for his services as. the. association may deem proper 
to allow. ·. 
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. 7. There shall 'hf' an executive committee of discreate bretllreh, · :.;;y~ : 
appointed annually by the moderator, or elected by the body who· · ·_,·.~::·.~ ': 

/ . . . . •. 
shall properly be the associatiOn In recess, and whose duty may be · 
more fully defined from time to· time by the association. The treas
urer shall be one of the number. 
- 8. When the association is assembled a majority of all the 

members enrolled shall be required to form a quorum for the trans
action of business. 



• 
' 

.· 

9. All debates shall be conducted in a Christian like and brotherly 
spirit. All shall be allowed the privilege of speaking on imy question 
which is submitted to the consideration of the body. 

' 

10. Every speaker- shall rise to his feet, address the moderator, 
and keep to the question in debate, and shall avoid all unpleasant re·. · 
flections · and- personalities. 

11. No lwother shalL be allowed to consume more than fifteen 
minutes in one speoch, ~or speak more than twice on the same sub
ject except by: permission .from the moderator or body. 

· 12. All questions shall be submitted by move and second the 
first motion taking precedence in point of order. Every motion 
seconded must he acted upon, unless withdrawn by the mover .. 

13. The bu~in'ess shall be . taken· up in . order. according to the 
subjoined plari, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the regular 
rules for a, time for purposes which· appear proper. · . . 

· 14. The mode~ator shall, ·at cadi session,' invite corresponding 
delegates from other bodies of our own order, and alSo ministers 
from other d~nominations to seats, when thus seated, shall be· en-
titled to the friendship ofhonorary members. . · · 

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT· 

_Having • been, we trust, brought together to organize an associa- · 
ti0n; by divine II·race 'to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, to give 

• • 

oursch:cs uu wholly to Him, with all humility ond brotherly love; 
to watch over each other for good, and stir up each other to love 
good work. ~md not \forsaking the freguent assembling of our
selves together with our· neighbors to worship God according to 

/ 

His revealed will.' as occassion may require; to warn, rebuke ond 
edmonish eech other acrmding .to the rules of the Gosnel, that the 

knowledge may be thereby pr-omoted to the end. We will uphold the 
public· worship. of God. and th~ ordimmccs of His house, ·and hold 
constant communion with each other therein; ond we will cheerfuU·,. 
contribute of our. property for the maintenance of a faithful minister. 
of the Gospel among us and' for the extension of the blessed Redee-

_mcr's -kingdom among us universally. We will not omit family and 
rloset religion at home nor· allow ourselves in the too common neg. 
lect of. the great and important duty of religiously training our. chil: 
drcn for the servic.e of God and,the enjoyment of heaven. We will 
also sympathize with each other in seasons of temptation and a£-

. fliction and be ready_ to distribute to the necessities· of the saints. 
We will especially pray for and with each other for the churches 

. universally, for the promised effusion of the Holy Spirit, for pros-
.· .. perity of Zion, and the ingathering of the elect and may the God .. 
· ·of Peace, who brought again from the dead, our Lord J es\ls Christ, .. 

that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the everla:~t
ing covenant, make up perfect in· every good work to do His will, 

· that we may not only enjoy a name andplace in the church on 
earth but finally with His glorious church of the first born of 
Heaven in ascribing blessings, honor, might, majesty to Him who 
sitteth on the throne and the l:amb forever. · . 
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~-==------Corinth 
Friendship 
New Salem 
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PASTORS FOR ·CLERKS 
19114 ' FOR 1944 
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.. -· ....w;r. . 

W. A. Sellers j F. W. Cordell 
C. · A. Gilbert Mrs. Annie Parr 

. ' H. L. Catrett 
New HomeNo. 
Springfield 
Belview 

1 I H. L. Catrett 
Richard Davis 
W. E. Lane 

Hammock Spgs.
Thompson 
.New Home No. 2 
Hebrew 
Mothers Home 
Mt. Gilead 
Highway 
Pilgrims Home 
Mt. Glory ' 

Cool Sprin~;s 

-

• • 
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]. M. Barnes 
H. L. Catrett 
D. -Floyd 
H. L. Catrett 
A. J. Tomlinson 
A. B. Ard 
D. Floyd 
W. H. Hand 
A. B. Ard 
H. L. Catrett 
D. Floyd 
Lindsey Scott -

I 

C. B. Reece 
Mary Brown -
\irs. B. B. Barbel 
Mrs.LindaPowell 
Dock Kelly 
W. C. Atkinson 
H. R. Miller 
Willie Vickers 
Willie Everett 
J. T. Hilburne 
Mrs.W.Portervint 
Laura Hyatt 
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76.oo 
58.08 
38.00 
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yes yes 
0 0 

yes yes 
0 0 
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yes yes $1.000 , 
0 $1,250 
c 0 $1.250 
0 0 $1,250 
0 0 $1,500 
0 0 $1,500 J 

0 0 $500· 
0 0 . $600 
0 0 $1,500 
0 0 $600 
0 0 $1000 
0 . 0 $2,509 
0 0 

0 0 
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$1000 
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