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MINUTES

PROCEEDINGS

Frlda}__Scnﬂ' service at 10:15. Dexctmnal Sister | C C Bell.'

" of local church. Prayer led by Sister J. L. Tedder. Announcements

by mcderatcr Prayer by Rev.- D. Floyd. Appointment of credential
committee, Bro. W. L. Cleveland Bro. W J H1lburne and Brc W.

0. Smith.

Introductory by Rev: A. B. Ard at 11 o’clock. Text Sth chapter 2nd-

| Ccrmtlnans concluded bv Rev. L. D. Scott.
After preachmw service a lunch was served to all church. repre-

- qentatn €s, ministers and visitors, which was enjoyed by all present.
1 o’clock devotion=l by, Sister Tenella Cleveland. Prayer by
Rev. E. A. Drake. 1:30 husiness period. Report of credential com-

mittee. Reports. Letters from various member churches were receiv-
ed and read. Bros. C. B. Reece and Willie Barber read the letters and

the churches were enrolled as Tollows:

Corinth:»W. O. Smith and wife. J.- M. Miller and W1fe, F.. A
Norris ‘and"wife, W. B. Cross, wife and daughter. -

New Salem: D. J. Rcland W. R. Barker,. Bennie Lovering and

C L. Pickren.

New Home- No. 1 Mrs Carl: Lane, chard Rcherts and J. C.
| Rcberts |

~ Springfield: C F. Helmes and C. B: Reece

..~ -Friendship: Dcatcr \Varren and.wife, Bill. Parr and W1fe, and
A. B Newberry. -

Belleview: C. C. I\lmbrel and. wife, James W, Haire and wife,

Oscar Drunson and wife, and Mrs. Tenella Cleveland.-

Hammock Springes: By letter. New Home no. 2: Eddle Avery '

-undl B. Saddler. Methers Home: Mrs. Zula Stinson. .

Hebrew: W. C. Atklnsan and w 1fe, Pat. Parker and W1fe and.-

| _Gord')n Alday.

Mt. Gilead: Sister A. L Boyd, Bro. and SlSlF‘I‘ W. M. Smith
Hichway: Perry Mills.: Raloh Bell: and Carlion:Bell.

Thompson: W. H. Miller and ‘wife, C. B Grimes and ‘Lucile -

Josev,
Pilgrim’s Hcme Mre -Guy Touchton,.Bro. E. P. P.-’IcNeal,-- P. B.
| H}lburn and W. J. Hilburn.
- Mt Glory: J. A. Taylor and wife and Ethel Taylcr
. Cool Springs: W. W. Blunt and John Taylor.
Called for petitionary letters. Received none.
The: usual committees were named by the. moderator.
~ Committee on Sabbath Schools: Slster Tenella Cleveland
~ Sister “W.:R:-Barber and C: B. Reece.

Sabbath Observance: Bennie Lovering, Rev.. D Floyd and- Rev.

A. B. Ard.

Program- Ccmmltlee W, L. Clevcland Chalrman Rev. H. L.
Catrett, W’ L mbert Mrs W. E. Lane and Mrs Linda Powell.
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Executive Committee:- not changed. = = - cmf
Nominations: W. B. Cross, Carlton Bell and Bro W W. Blunt. .
Investigations: D. J. Roland W. Lambeért and ‘A. B. Newberry.-
Obituaries: George Cleveland, Rev. H. L. Catrett, Mrs. . Wt L.
Cleveland, Mrs. V. E. Lane and Mrs. E. B Bush. .
Temperance: Mrs. W. R. Barber, C. F. ‘Helmes 1. B. Saddler
Mrs. Carlton Bell ‘and E. P. McNeal.
- Arrangements: Pastor, all the deacons and Clerk of nghway
rhllr“}‘ ; 1.1 :
Education: W L. Cleveland W ] Hllburn, Rev. L. D. Scott
Mrs. Irvin Pérry and Rev. A. B. Ard. vb
Suggestions: Rev. H, L. Catrett, Rev. A. B. Ard Mrs.. W. C. -
Bagley, Rev. C. A. Gilbert and Bro. E. P. McNeal. Called for cor-
respondence from other associations were received. Letter. from-t'he*
Georgia Union Was reccived. to respond same by letter, |
M1duay Rev. J. L. Tedder, Rev. ‘E. 'C. Williams. Next session
to convene ‘with Mt. Zion ehuroh Rotx ena, Ga Early county, Nov.,
3 and 4, 1943. S SELE

The Sundav school conventlon n'*eefs with Hln'hway church 1st
Sunday in April, 1944..

Elected delegates to State Assn as follows Bro J E Drake
and Bro. W. L. Cleveland. | e :

It was moved and C&I‘I‘lf:(“ that the olerk pay the delefrates 1-2
cent per capita out of associational funds to pay entrance fee at
‘The State Ass’n., which convenes at- Gleenu ood church ~Camilla, ~

~ Ga., Nov. 16 and 17th, 1943. .

Renort of program commlttee " We ‘your commlttee have - -

sclected to preach Friday night Bro. D. R Braswell Bro. D Floyd

to preach Saturday A. M.
W. L. Cleveland. Chairman.:

A freewill offerlng was taken up for old age mlmsters whlch PR

amounted to $28.00 . - |
Treasurer’s report shows a hal'moe on hand of ‘MO 60. Received

from credential committee $108. 60, total $149.20 Paid J. E. Drake
$10.50 state convention and natlonel Ass’n. fee,
Report on missions by W. L. Cleveland as follows: Home Mission.

New Home_ _$20.00, Bellv1ew--$125 00, Umon meeting ... $3.00
Total ._$148.00. | -

FOREIGN MISSIONS

~ Salem._$4.30. Union meeting__$48.07, Ass’n__$1147, Bellv1ew__$5 -
’ Total__$68 34. o

SATURDAY MORNING o
Convention met at 9 o’clock. Seng service. Prayer by Bro. L.
C. Carter. Received Bro. L. C. Carter from 2nd Baptist churoh of
Bainbridge, Ga. Rev. Willie Sellers from Georgia Union Sister Alma
McDonald and Sister Jones from Midway. Moved that the moderator -
extend the right hand of fellowship to the visiting delegates. The
church decorum and doctrinal views were read.

- Called for ministers report Rev. E. A. Drake arid Rev. H. L.
- Catrett. _



'REPCRT FROM NOV. 1, 1942, TO OCT. 21, 1943
I have pastorced the followmﬂ churchcs Bla]\ely, New Salem,
Thompson, Qak Grove, Bellview, New Home No. 1. Conducted 4o
funerals, baptized 12, atlended the State Association, attended the
Midway - Association, attended 6 Union Meetings, attended 2 Suu-
day School Convention, attended 2 Ladies Aux. Conventions, visit:

ed several other churches preached 322 sermons, traveled 12,380

miles, and received in compensatlon $650.00. 'lhe Lord has blessed
in a wonderful way this vear. But I am asking vour prayers that

the Lord 'may-use your llumble servant to accompllsh more in lhc., |

future years..

1. L. Catrett.

Appointed correspondents to othier assn’s: Midway of Georgia
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Bro. J. C. Roberts, and Bro. George Chambers.
State Line of Alab“fr' : Bro. D: Floyd, Chattahoochée: Communicate

by minute. Union: Bro. Il. L. Cq;rett and DBro. D J Roland. Ga.
Union: Correspond by letter.

Same delegates to State Ass’n to be delegates to the Natlon al

Ass'n through the State Association.
The congregation of the Ass’n stood 2 minutes in silent prayer

in memory of Bro. A. P. Norris- and Bro. S. A. McLendon, deceased

Recessed for 5 minutes. After recess the association mei back

for preaching service. After song service, prayer by Rev. J. W.
Sellers. The 11 o’clock message was brought by Rev. D. Floyd. Sub--

ject wes taken from. 5th. chapter of Galatmns after which the con-
vention dlsmlssed for tlie noon hour.
Saturday P. M. o

Reconvered at 2:30 Song service, Devotional by Bro. George
Cleveland. '3up&3nnualmn C ommniittez appointed: Appointed Bro.
J. C. Roberts, Bro. W. ]. Hllnurn and W. L. Cleveland Heard Com-
mittee reports. |

The moderater agreed-to give the $10.00 the association pays
him for his services-to Emerltus Bro. E. A. Drake and: Bro. Low
Y ates. R

The same officers of the ass’n were appomted for the next year.

The time and place for the next as’n is Mt. Gilead Church,
Decatur County, Ga., Fri. and Sat. before the 4th Sunday in O'c-t.,
1944. Extended r151rc1ﬂr vote of thanks to Highway Church and Com-
munity for their hosmuhtv shown us while in their midst. A free-
will offering was ’[aLen up- for Bro. Lon Yates wlnc‘l amounted to
%24.00.

Bro. L. C. Carter of the 2nd Baptist Chhrch of Bambrldﬂ'f: Ga
made a.talk which was soul stirring to every one present.:

Renort of Committees received and: Committees relieved ex-
cept such Commitices as hold over-to the next session.

Moved. end carried that the moderator be pald $10.00 for. hn

services and- $15.00 for the clerk’s services..

"Took. parting -hand. and adjourned to next meet with Mt Gi-

lead Church, Bainbridge,. Ga Friday before the ‘4th Sunday in
Oct., 1944, ~ -
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“ings. We submit the following. rd lthdrlu hrdluh

i - B | - -]. E. Drake, Moderator
W. E. Lane, Sec-Thzas.

SABBATH SCHOOLS
We your committee on Sabbath schools beg to make the fol-

lowing report: We find some of our churches do not have a
Sabbath school. We therefore rccomend that "all our  churches
have and maintain a Sabbath school as we believe our young
people brought up in Sabbath schools make better citizens be-
cause of the Christian training they get through the teaching of
Sabbath school.

Tenella Cleveland, Chairman.

Mrs. W. R. Barber

C. B. Reese

~ SABBATH OBSERVANCE
We, your commitice on Sabbath Observanne recommend that
we as parents, young people nad ministers observe the Sabb-th
Dav more perfectly by attending all religious services possible
and keupmn‘ it holy to the Lord, reframmrr from work that would
hinder the cause of Christ. |
| | Respectfully,
S ' Drew Floyd
| - Bennie Lovering
“A. B. Ard
Program Commiltee
We recommend that the Assn. convene with Mt. Gilead Church,
that L. D. Scott preach the introductory sermon. Rev. D. Floyd.
clternate. We recommend as officers jno. E. Drake, moderator and

‘?‘V E. Lane, Sec Treas. Oldam;nff Council not changed.
' - C. C. Bell
| V. B. Croe-
Education
We your committee find we have a school in Nashville, Tenn.,
Tor Christain Education. We urge our churches to help this worthv
cause and that our pastors preach at least one sermon a year on

Y

) | Chrlstlan Education.

- W. L. Cleveland
AB. Ard
Mrs. C. M. Perry
~W. J. Hilburn
/ L. D. Scott
INVESTIGAT‘NG COMMITTEE
We your investigating committee find our churches - and
ministers in geod standing except Bro. W.A. Addison who is out of
order and we recommend that his namz be dropred from the
minister’s list. We also ask a revort from Mother’s Home church
delegation and pastor, as we find his church has him under deal-

W ra—

W. L. Lambert, chalrmal
A. B. Newberry.
D. J. Roland



"« TEMPERANCE

‘We _your. committee on. Temperance find that.intemperances.is

on the increase. o - ng kfwmqy cmfwymrdl.

” nocker. St ink. i ~and. wl ‘

_ Wine is a mocker. trong drink.is raging; and. whosoever.
s decewed thereby is not wise”. Prov. 20-1..

God’s people should set: the example of total abstinence. .
We recommend..that our. preachers preach at.least. two - tem-

-~y

perance sermons each year, and. that the lay members .noe only ab-
stain from str(mg drink themselves but.cencourage othersﬁto do.su.

Mrs.. W. R. Balbﬂr
.«. Mrs. C. C. Bell.
| I. B. Saddler
RESOLUTIONS :

‘We your committee on Resolutions beg to submit the following:
Seeing that-age-is-inevitable and poverty is deplorable;

Ther cfore be it 1eqolved that each church in this association

bring to each session of the association.in the. future 45.60 each or
wrore for superannuation. - - mfwy. pmiwyp mfwym
~ 2nd. Resolved that this body appoint orelect* a. board of*

~ least 3 members to hold the funds and dlstrlbcte to' the aged minis-

_ters as necessity may demand.

We further resolve that this body extend a rising. vote of thanks
to this church and community for theii- gracious hospltahty to the
ministers and delegation of this association.

"Resolved that this body extend a vote of’ appreciation: to-our
nioderator and clerk for lhelr efficient ‘and - business- like manner
in which thev have conducted this session of: the- assocmtlon

Resot. submitted, -
-Eld. H: L. Catre_tt.; Chairman
Eld Dr F]O d - | |
OBITUARIES.

We the committee on. obituaries beg to. submit the following:
Since our last sesston of this association.the Lord. has- deemed it

" New Salem: Church: Elder S. A. McLendon; Sister Martha

Smith and Zora Mock. cmfwyp miwyp mrdl, umfwymfdlu |

Lest to call the following saints to their Efernal. Home:.

Bellview Church: Slster Minnié Deese, Belle Haire, and’ Dolhe
Brown. and Bros. I. I. Perrv and Charlie Kimbrel. |

Corinth Church Bro. C." A. Sheffield. _.

Hizhway Church: Elder A. P. Norris. Mrs. C. TV Turner...

Hebrew Church: Sisters Donie Strickland: and: Janie Robertson

New Home No: 1 Church:: Bro. - W; M: Melton.

New Home No..2:Church: Bro Earlie Sadler

Soringfield: Miss Nanny Dupree:. .

We devlore the passing of these faithful saints but:realize: our
loss is heaven’s gain. Therefore,.we bow our heads: in' humble sub-
mission to Him who doeth all: thmﬂ‘s well: |

Respt. submitted;
H. L. Catrett, chairman:
- G.. L. Cleveland; Mrs. . W:_E. Lane;
i o Mrs. W. L. Cleveland,. Mrs.. E. B. Bush

ke - e LR
d L=
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- SUGGESTIONS |

We your committee on Suggestions beg to submit the follow-
ing report: We suggest that the ministers of the Martin Association
form a minister’s conference meeting quarterly for the purpose of
better preparing themselves in doctrinal and Bible views of the
Bible, and a better understanding of and fellowship with each other,
in order that they may more thoroughly understand each other ani
preach the same free gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Not preaching many gospels, but preaching the gospel to manv.
We suggest that the moderator be pald $10.00 and the Clerk
$15.00 for their services.

" - Respt. H. L. Catrett Ch'urman |

AN Eld. A. B. Ard
Eld. C. A. Gilbert
Mrs. W. C.-Baggerly,

| - ORDAINED MINIST{RS
E. M. BROCKETT, Iron City, Ga.

. NORRIS, Iron City, Ga.

. HORN, Donalsonville, Ga. -

A
H
. A. DRAKE, Bainbridge, Ga.
. B. ARD, Bambndge “Ga.
R.
H.

BRASWELL, Donalsonvﬂle Ga

ELY, Iron City, Ga. |
. J. TOMLINSON, Climax, Ga.

. L. CATRETIT, Colquitt, Ga.
. FLOYD, Colquitt, Ga. e o
. D. SCOTT, Brinson, Ga. o
- TOM HENRY, Colquitt, Ga. o
C. A. GILBERT, Colquitt, Ga,

LICENTATE MINISTERS
E. MUSIC, Donalsonville, Ga. |
L. LAMB, Climax, Ga.

KELLEY, Whigham, Ga.

W. K. WILSON, Bainbridge, Ga.

F
W
E
A
D.
- W.
A
H
D
L
T

F

- ~ORDER OF BUSINESS -

Greanize -
Call for letters from various churches.
Call for .correspondence from sister associations.
Invite visiting brethren to seat with us,
Call for petitionary letters.
Appoint committees.
Roll call and read decorum.
. Appoint correspondents to sister assocmtmns
. Call for report of committees.
10. Elect Officers for next session.
- 11. Appoint time and place for next session.
© 12. Adjournment.

SO PN QRN



DOCTRINAL VIEWS

1. We belicve that the Hely Bible was writen by men divine-
~ly inspired and is a treasure of heavenly instruction that has a God
for its author, salvation for ils end and iruth without mixture of
ciror for its maiter; that it reveals the principals by, which " God
will judge us; and thercfore, it shall remain with us to the end.of
lime, the true center of Chrlsum union and the supreme standard
to hhl{lﬂ. all human conduct and opinion should conform.

2. That there is but one true God, whose name is Jehovah the

meker and ruler of Heaven and Cil‘“ﬂl, inexpressively glorious in

holiness, worthy of 2il possible honor, confidence and love, reveal-
ed in the personai distinction of the [ather, So. :md Holy Ghost.
equal in every divine perfection, and executing ..stinct but har-
monious offices in the great work of redempiion. |

3. That man was created in a siale of holiness véader the laws
of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy
and ha appy state. in consequence of 1*.?111(:]1 ‘men are sinnsrs, not by
cons'taint, but bv choies, beine hy natvrs utterly void of  that
holiness 1(‘(‘11318(] by the law of God; wholiv given te the gratifica-
tion of the world. of Satan and their sinful pessiens and there-

fore under jusi conden nation to eternal ruin; without defence or
excuse. ~ | - cmiwyphrdluhrdlumrdlum

4. That the salvation "of sinners-is v*Hoily cf orace through

the mediation of the Son of Gad, who too' upon him ear nature:
vet without sin honored the law by His personal obedience. and
made atenement for sin by His death: heing risen {rom tae dead.
He is prow enthroned in Heaven snd uniting in His Wonderful
rereon the tender sympathies with divine perfection. in every wav
cualified to be a scuitable comvassionate and all sufficient Savior.

5. Th-t tho ereat posnel blessines which Christ of His full-
maas hestows on such 2s believe on Him is justification ;- that justi-

fication ronsists in tha vardon of sin and promise of eternal life

uron rrinciples of righteousness: that it is hestowed. not in con-
~onsideration of anvthing which we have done, but solely through
His own richteousness and atonement. and that it brings us unto
a state of most hlessed peare and favor with God. |

-~ €. That the blessines of salvation ocre made free to all’ by the
Ges»el: thet it 1s the immediate duty of all to receive them bv a
cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation
of th~ gre~test sinner on e~rth but his own voluntarv refussl to
submit to the Lord Jesus Christ whlch results will subject him to
aggravated condemnation.

7. That in order to be saved we must be rewenerated or born
again. That regencration consists of giving a ho]y disnosition to
the mind, and is effected in a manner above our comprehension by
the power of the Holy spirit producing a voluntary obedience to
the Gospel;; and that its proper evidence is found in the holy
fruns we bring forth to God.

. That election is the gracious purpose of God, accordmn' to

T r—pr -
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which He regenecrates, sanctifies and saves sinners. That being per-
fectly cansistent with the frec agency of man, it comprehends all
means with the end, that it is a most “10110!.15 display of God’s
goodness. being- mflmtely wise, holy, unchanfreable that it utterly'

- excludes boasting and promotes humility, prayer, pralse trust in

God, and active imitation of His {ree mezcy ; that it encourages the

~use of means in the highest degree; that itis the foundatlon of

Christian assurance, and that to ascertain it with regard to our-
selves, demands and deserves cur utmost diligence.

0. That the preserving attachment of true bLelievers to Chrisi
the grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial profes-

 sors; that a special prowdence watches over their welfare and that :

they are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule of .
His government; that it is holy, just and good, that the inability

which the Scriptures ascribe to fallen man to fulfill the precepts

- arise entirely from their love of sin to deliver them from which

and to restore them through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to
the Holy law is one design of the Gospel and the means of grace
connected with the eqtabhshment of the visible church.

11. That the first day of the week is the Lord’s day or Chris-
‘tian Sabbath; that it -should be kept sacred to reh.gmus purposes
by a bsstammg from all secular labor and reception by the direct
observance of all means of grace, both public and private, aud
‘prepare for the rest which remains for the people of God.

12. That civil government is of divine appointment for the
interest of order of human society; that the magistrates are to be
prayed for conscientiously; honor and obeyed in all things not
contrary to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ. who is the Lord of

* conscience and Prince of the kings of the carth.

. 13. That there is a radical and essential difference hetween the
richteous and wicked. and-that such only are jvsiified by {faith in’
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and is sancudied by, the spirit |

of God as are truly righteous in His esteem while all such as con-

tinue in impenitence and unbelief are. in His sight, wicked and
under the curse and this distinction holds good among men. both
in and after death. . cmrdl mfw
14. That the end of this world is approaching when Christ
will descend from the Heaven and raise the dead from their graves -
to final retribution, that solemn scparation will then take vlace,
the richteous being adiudged to everlasting happiness and. the
~wicked to-endless punishment and his |udfr1“cnt will forever fix
" the final state of men in Heaven or Hell on prmmples of 1‘1“111:00115- |
ness.__John 5:25: Matt. 25:31: 41:46. | |
ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM |
1. This Association shall' be called to order by the former
moderator, who presided at the last session, if present; if not pre-

.sent, then the clerk, if he should be absent, then by some other bro.

2. This Association shall be opened and closed with prayer.

3. The moderator and clerk of the preceding session shall o



officiate until the body is organized by electing a moderator and'
clerk in any way the body may direct.

4. Tt shall be the duty of the moderator to call the meeting 1o

. order. to see that order is preserved, receive and submit all ques-
tions to the body. He shall have the prw:nlerre of speaking but must
_call upen some other brother to.preside in his place while speak-
.ing. He shall not have the right to vote unless the body is equally
div ‘ided, when he may cast the deciding vote.

5. The members present shall be enrolled and their names
called as often as necessary. |

6. The majority of the members present shall rule in cases,
except upon admission of new churches, which shall require a
unummous vote. o |

7. No member shall absent himself from the house withont
leave from the moderator, and no member shall leave the associa-
tmn without the consent of the body.

8. All business shall be brought before the body by a move
and. second and shall be disposed of according to good usage.

9. No person shall be allowed to speak more then three times
on the same subject nor more than {ifteen minutes cach time with-
out permission from the body. |

10. No peréon shall be disturbed while spea.king unless he de-

parts from the subject and it will be necessary to call him to order.

11. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a time and
he must rise to his feet and address the moderator and must sot

use abusive language or personal reflection on any one without

being subject to call to order by the moderator.

-12. It.shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a minute of the
proceedings and read the same when called lpon, to be corrected at
the discretion ‘of the body, and shall prepare the minutes for publi-
cation. ‘unless the association shall appoint some one for that pur-
pose. He shall keep all books and papers belonging to the associa-

tion and read the same when ordered to do so, and shall have such

compensation -for his services as the association may prescribe.
13. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary to carry
on. correspondence by writing to persons belonging to- other as-
sociations of like faith in any way that would be likely to create
‘interest in this association for its promotion and well being.

'14. Tt shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep all money

committed to him by the association, and to keep an account of
receipts and expenditures, make a report at every association if
called upon, pay out moncy when ordered to do so by the associa-
tion,and shall receive such compensation as the association may
prescrlbe

15. These rules of decorum may be amended at the discretion of .

" the assocmtmn




b il  ——

CHURCH DECORUM |

. 1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the lzct regu-

lar conference in association year; or if they prefer it may choose

a pastor for an indefinite lengihh of time to conlinue from year to
year, as long as they deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen 'at
another time; but if the choice be made at a special conference,
the time must be appointed at a montily meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the ciiurch, but whe:
he is absent or does not sit as moderator, being present, some suit-
able brother shall be appointed to sit in his lace. |

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose
duty it chall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of
the contributions made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to
distribute the bread and wine in the administration of tie Lord’s
supper. N |

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members  as refuse
~or neglect to parta;{e of the Lord’s supper and. endeavor to as-
certain the cause ,that the same may be laid before the church in
conference if necessary. | |

6. Some suitable member shall be appo*nted clerk end it shall |
be his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining-to
the business cf the church and preserve a flle of the minutes of the
associatton. - |

7. When a new clerk is appointed all the books. eic., belong-
ing to the clerk u..ell he immediately delivered to him by 1115 pre-
deceseor. o | |

8.:When a church deems it necessary, a commitles of not less
lhan lhree male members well acquainted with business, shall be
anpointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who
apply to them relative to cases of '

9. The church shall hold two days meeting mnnth]y, embracing
Saturday and the Lord’s day fo]lowmfr the fnst of which shall bo
the regular time of conferenc

10. It chall be the duty of every member, male or female,
aitend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day the
pastor is cxpected to instruct the church in special manner by
giving plain and pointed lescons on doctrine, discipline and the
rules "of holy living,

11. Any male 1“ember who shzll fail to attend three successive
_conferences, and any member whatever who may be gencrally ve-
miss in attending the meetings of the church accerdmg to the
covenant Article 10 shall be cited to appear Yin conference and an-
swer for his n_efrlwt, but the church may ecxempt members from
this rule if necessary, : T
12. Cenferenee. after prayver or divine service shall be opened as -

=+ follow: 1. inviting visiting brethren to se(at, 2. Opening the door

.'_of the church for the reception of members. 3. Calling for the read-
ing :of the minutes of the last cunference. 4. Calling for absentees.

-5, 1"01 acknowledgements. 6. For references .or deferred business
7. For new matters of dealings, which' are to come before the



‘body. 8. For miscellaneous busmess -
13. Visiting brethren, as help called in from sister churches,

shall be allowed to speak and make motions and seconds, but not
allowed to vote.

- 14. Any orderly member of the Baptist church may be received
‘into the church without letter, when it is made apparent that his
Christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied for

a letter and could not obtain it hecause he desired to join this or

some sister church. All other members must join by letter or baptism,

| 15. No member shall. be received without the unenimous con-
sent of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall not
be valid and unless withdrawn the member who makes them shall

- be liable to be taken under dealings by the church. |
16. When the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall in-

| form the church what members have hesn absent from three suc-
- cessive conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some brother
or brethren to cite each of them to the next conference.

17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited ver-
bally or in writing, to attend his trial; prewded his residence be
: l\no“n to the church.

18. When a witness. not a member of the church, is intredus

ed, he shall not be examined till the question has been put to the .

church: ”Will you hear the testimony of this witness?”

19. The evidence in .every case of dealing and acknowledrrcment_p

| Qhall be minuted in the church book.

20. Members dismissed from the church by letter who become

disorderly or continue to hold their letters without a good reason,
shall be cited to the conference to answer for their conduct.
21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their

petition if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that

they have sincerelv répented of their former evil conduct.

22. A vote shall not be taken upon any question without a '

‘move and second, and in all important questions the vote shall be
taken by rising to the feet. |

. - 23, No motion shall be made while a move and second is before
" 'the. conference.

| 24. It shall-be considered disorderly for any member to absent
himself from conference when an important question is to be de-

~ cided; but a member, upon his request, may be exempted from vot-

ing oni either side in peculiar cases.

25. No member shall leave the house during conference with-

out sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering with
out being subject to be called to order by the moderator.

26. All \discussions in conference must be conducted with

calmness and good feeling; those who - speak must rise to their

feet and address the moderator, and keep to the point in debate.

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same mo-

tion without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remarks

of any one be unreasonably long,.




- 28. When the moderator speaLs in debate he must. nommate
some brethren moderator in his stead. :

99. No one shall be interrupted while speaking. unless- it is. -
necessary to call him to order. |

30. It shall be the rule of the church.to attend to the adminis-
tration of ‘the Lord’s supper and-foot washing. at least four times .
a year,.and the expenses are to be paid by the church |

- 31. Mémbers not 'in good standing shall not commune but the
the- administration shall’ not: be deferred on account- of any ordi-
nary matler of dealing. '

.. Public fasting, lumiliation. and praven shall’ be- observed-
on proper occasions.
33. It shall be the duty.of the pastor to-take up collections: quarterly:
for the support.of the home. mission -work. |

34. Tt.shall be the duty. of each church to- appomt‘a ¢committee
to revise the church book once a year:

35 This decorum:may be: altered:or -amended by:the vote of .
two-thirds: of.the: members present-at. iy two: successive monthly
_conferences IR | |

| ARTICLED OF FAITH ' |
1: The Scripture The Scrlpture of‘the old and the New Testa.
ments’ were-given' by the inspiration' of God, and.are binding on:
‘all as our only rule -of faith, and practice. There is only one'lwmfr '
and’true- God, infinite-in:all*of-'liis attributes; the- Creator;, Preser:

- ver and Governor of the Universe, revealcd to us in the Ecripture
as [Yather; Son and- Spmt | |

2. Christ: He'is “God’manifest in “the ﬂesh bemrr in- His divine na--
ture true, Cod; in' His human nature true man; united in- the per- s
son of Méssiah as the- mediator for the’ redemptlon of the world

3. The Holly-Spirit.. He possesses- all personel divine. atiributes.
belonging to- the Reformer, Comforter. and:Sanctifier: of men.

4. Divine Purpose and Providence. Th~ rurpase of God ar~
eternal and immutable. and His Wise and Holy, Providence is over all

‘things to secure His Only glory and the hlghest welfare of all crea
tures -

5. Original State-ond Fall- of Man, Man was: ~ranted: unrieht, Fe-
by disobedience fell-into a state of sin and- condemnation. All his.

posterity ‘inherits his fallen nature; which is- cherished by indul-

‘gence: so-all>whHo.come to years of: shoral: accountlblllty, sin and
come shortiof.the-glory:of- God. | -

6. The Atonement: Christiin.His great compassmn offered Him
self as a sacrifite-in our stead; and- those- -by 'His life; snifering and
death;.made an:atonement: which:is full-and- frece*to 2ll;. and: opens
the only. way to. salvation. |

7. Grace..No-one-can by his own:work merit; ‘obtain salvation

which:is wholly of the grace* 0f:God. and: throun'h Wthh all: spiri-
tual blessngs are bestowed upon us.



8. Conditicn of Salvation. These are repentanees 1mp1y1nn' God-

Iy sorrow for open concessions and other renunciations of sin, faith
or the unreserved committal of the mind and heart to receive, obev

.and trust in Christ, regeneration by the Holy Spirit, whereby the
soul is free from the dominion of sin and brought into the glorious

| Iberty of the children of God.

9. Election. God has not fixed the future g e're of man Dby any

rrconditionel decre=, but determined from the beginning to save

a1l who' could cornply with the conditions of salvation.

- 10. Perseverance. None will be finally smed_but those “who, .

through grace, persevere in hoinss, e

11. Salvation Free. God desires the salvation of all the GOSpell

invites oll, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will, may
come and take of the water. of life freely.

12. The Freedom of the Will. The human will is not eomre]led .

bv eny {atal necessity or external force. hut is free and self-determin
cd. having power to yield to gracious influences or re51st them and
perish. |
13. Gospel Ordinances. Baptism or the immersion of believers in
_water. and the Lord’s snorer are ordinanres to be pernetuated under
the Gospel or universal obligation and to be administered to all
true believers. —  ______
14. The Sabbath. The Christian Sabbath is a divine institution
binding on all, and should be observed by - abstaining’ from all
secular busmess.. amusements and consecrated to the worship of God
and to spiritual improvement.

15. The Resurrection. Final judgment and 'final retribution__

Christ will make His second appearance at the end of the world.
when the de~d will be raised. the judgment will set, the righteous
will be received to eternal blessedness, and the wicked banished to
endless sufferine,
"~ GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES

1. We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of Christ is
‘a congregation of Christians constituted and governed according
" to the rules laid down in the New Testament. .
2. That these rules require churches to reserve tie form of
sovernment and ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to
la comrosed of bantized helievers in Christ |

‘3. That the visible church is ise aﬁaree‘ate or whole number
of Gos-el churches. and that the invisible church is composed of

the redeemed now in Heaven; and of such Christians now on earth_

as are pot attached to the V]Slble accerdmﬂ' to the Gospel rules.
4. That the establishment of ‘a central or Catholic gov ernment

over the visible church or any part thereof is a device of earthlv
ambition repugnant to the world of God and subversive to the

churches and dancerons to the liherties of men. - -
5. That the Goscel churches are the only eclesiastical bodies or

tribunals authorized bv the Scripture; that each church has the

unrestricted right to administer its own government without super-
vision or interference, being under Christ essentially independent
and absolute and that if this rwht is surrendered to a superintend-
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“ing jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise the assembly ceases to-
be a.gospel: church. | - - | ' -
That churches may nevertheless, meet by delegates. from an
association and dcclare the:terms uvon which théy willkeep up a
friendly correspondence but that the rights and authority of the
churches being inzlienable are in no wise compromised by or hin-
dered by entering into an association, therefore associations have no
shadow of authority over churches or individuals, their only powers
being to transact business which does not pertain to churches in
lhe;r eclesiastical capacity, or to promote mutual intcrcourse and
-~ concentration of voluntary effort, and to give that advice to
churches which might with equal al..thorlly be given by an individual

7. That the authority of churches.are designated for the per-
petnation of the true religion of the Bospel and for the preservatlon
of a pure and orderly bedy of Christians on earth, that is fully suf-
flclent for the purpose intended, but it does not- extend to the per-
£ON’s mo certy or consciences 0{ men In any case whatever.

8. That the only requisites  to church membershlp are faith in

Cl1r15t and: obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily
exists In. connection with the belief in the fundamental truths of
Cbristianity, and to prescribe any other requisites- of church mem-
" bershin-is-an assumption on the part of the-church and‘a dmmtu*e

from' the plan of the- Gospel:

0. That the officers of the: churbh are elders and deacons that
1

eiders are olso called hishops or pastors; that all elders are equal

in ran¥k: tl ough they may perform- different functions since some
may be: bIShOpS or pastors of'a particular church, while others rray
“Le simrly elders, having: no pastoral charge. S

10. That the authoritv-of the minister of the Gospel extends to
teaching, exhortating. and rebuke, but no further..that he can not
perform any act which belongs to the authority of the church, such
as the rereption of members into the church.comnaci, of the ex-
pulsion of offenders, that as members of the church he is no more
than any other mcmbel, and if he is guilty of transgression he is

to be brought to trial before his. brethren. and convicted or  ar
‘cquitted in the same manner as if he-were a private person; vyet we
think 1t.~hp1udent and proper to call in advisory help; especially if
the minister is to be tried upon charge of. heresy..

11. That. Christian baptism is: the immersion of a- believer in-
. water in the name of the Father, Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

.
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* 12: That the Lords Supper is an ordinance to be obscrved in
he chiurch il the Lord comes: ———

13. The elders and deacons must: be sct apart to- their office by
~ ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and

~ prayer, without which they are not authorized to administer the or-
dinances. peltamm-‘r to their respective offices.

ASSOCIATIONAL. CONSTITUTION

1.. A church proper. in its lowest sense is a body of Christians



united and congregaled together for the purpose of worshiping God

and promoting His cause, and in which the Gospel ‘is regularly

- preached; the ordinances duly administered and.the principles of

holiness encouraged and practiced. Each church or bedy-thus form-
ed a separate part thereof and independent in itself; ‘possessing ‘the
right to direct its own affairs in its-own way, subject only in certain
difficult cases to arbitrate by sister churches. Such churches may,
however, unite in associational capacity for purposes of morc

| 'thomunh organization, efficient work and for ceneraland mutual -

zood of all without surrendering "any of their individual rights,
Therefore, the churches here inafter mentioned - resolve themselvesz

into a bedy Clesiastic  to be known as.the Martin’ Association of

Free Will Baptist which shall meet annually at such time-and’ place
as may be agreed upon by the body at its annual mesting.

The association, when assembled, shall be compos'-'*d of all
ministers of the associatian, both ordamed and licentiates, and the

delegates or. messengers chosen by the several churches from time to

time for that purpose.

The number = of. deleﬂ'ates to be defermmed by the member
ship of the resvective churches. To simplily this we will state that

any church is entitledto two delegates, it matters not how few mem

bers it may have. That after it has attamed fifty members it shall
then Le entitled to one more delegate to every twenty-five members,
or fraction=l part thereof, until it has reached one hundred; then

for ev ery flfty, or fractional part thereof, and go on increasing in’

‘this ratio to any number. !

4. The officers of the assecmlmn shall consist of of a. moderator
and treasurer, to be chosen. annually from the members present;

A~rator and clerk to be elected by ballot or asthe Association
~deems proper.

5. It shall be the dnty of the moderator to preside over the

. body during the session for which he is elected, call the session to
order, enforce the rules of the decorum, decide all question of disc'-

rline, and in_rase of a tie, to cast the deciding votie

6 It shell be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate record
of the business transzctions of the association, sunerintend the print-
ineg of the minutes and draw on the treasurer for the funds 1o dis-

charee the exrense of the same: He shall hold office until his suc-

cessor 1s elected - - and installed, and shall receive such
comnensation for his services as ‘the association may deem proper
to allow. '

7. There shzll ke an executive committee “of discreate brethren;I.j'_-;‘;-f'r-__..;;.:-
appointed ennually by the moderator, or elected by the body who™ "}
~shall properly be the association in recess, and whose duty may be

mere fully defined from time to time by the association. The treas-
~ urer shall be one of the number,

~ 8. When the association is assembled a majority of all the
members enrolled shall be required to form a ‘quorum for the trans.
. action of business. |
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0. All debates shall be conducted in a Christianlike and brotherly
spirit.- All shall be allowed the privilege of speaking on any question -
which is submitted to the consideration of the body:.

~ 10. Every speaker. shall rise to his feet, address the moderatof,'

and keep to the question in debate, and shall avoid all unpleasant re- -
tlections  and. persenahties

11. No brother shall- be allowed to consume more than fifteen
minutes in one speoch, or speak more than twice on the same sub-
ject except by: permission from the moderator or body.

12. All questions shall be submitted by move and second the
first .motion taking precedence in point of order. Every motion
seconded must be acted upon,. ‘unless withdrawn by the mover.

13. The business shall be taken up in order according to the
subjoined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the regular
rules for a time for purposes which appear proper.

14. The moderator shall,-at each session, invite correspondmrr »
delegates from other hodies of our own order and also ministers
| from other denominations to seats, when thus seated. shall be en-

titled to ihe frlendshlp of honorary members.

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT"

‘Having - been, we trust, brought togecther to organize an associa-
tiony ]Jy divine grace to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, to give
emseh 28 UD whelly to Him, with all humility ond brotherlf leve
to watch over each other for good, and stir up each othér to love |
gcod work. and notiforsaking the freguent assembling of our-
selves together with our: nelghbors to worshlp God according to
His revealed will." as occassion may require; to warn, rcbuke “ond
admonish ezch other -according to the rules of the Gosnel that the
knowledge may be thereby promoted to the end. We will uphold the
public worshm of Ged.and the ordinances of His house, and hold
constant. communion with each other therein; ond we will cheerfully
centribute of our: property for.the maintenance of a faithful minister
of the Gospel among us and for the extension of the blessed Redee-
mer’s -kingdom among us universally. We will not omit family and

closet religion at home nor allow ourselves in the too common neg. = -

~ lect of .the great and important duty of rehglousl) training our chil-
~dren for the service of God and-the enjoyment of heaven. We will
~ also sympathize with each other in seasons of temptation and af-
" fliction and be ready to distribute to the nccessities of the saints,
“We will especially pray for and with each other for the churches
.. universally, for the promised effusion of the Holy Spirit, for pros-
.,-___":perlty of Zion, and the 1ngathermg of the elect and may the God
" “of Péace, who brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ,.-
| _lhat great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the blood of the everla-,t-'
" ing covenant, make up perfect in every good work to do His will,
" that we may “not only enjoy a name and place in the church on
carth but finally with His glorious church of the {first born of
Heaven in ascribing blessings, honor, might, majesty to Hlm ‘who
sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever.
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CHURCH - | 1844 " FOR 1944 CLERKS - E‘: g T g - ® & g‘ f.;ﬁ- | o éx
I | N SR | ] § — 03 & |
. Corinth | W. A. Sellers F. W. Cordell [ron City, Ga. 2 2 10100 0 60 0 1845 160.00 es 0 yes 0 $3,000
Friendship . - |C.- A. Gilbert - |Mrs. Annie Parr |Colquitt, Ga. S0 0 0 0 0 8 0 250 8.55 4000 0 0 0 0
New Salem  |H. L. Catrett” - |Richard Davis |Colquitt, Ga. |1 /I "5 0 4 1 0 3 147 0 1470 152.74 yes yes yesyes $1.000
New HomeNo. 1 |H. L. Catrett  |W. E. Lane Iron City, Ga. |4 1 4 2 4 0 0 0 1I7 0 12760 yes O O $1,250
Springfield J. M. Barnes C. B. Reece Jakin, Ga. 30 2 020 01 29 0 300 4225 0 0 - € 0 $1.250
Belview . H. L. Catrett | Mary Brown . |Colquitt, Ga. |8 2 -0 0 0 0 1 4 18 0 1830 12737 ves O 0 0 $1,250
‘Hammock Spgs.. |D. Floyd Mirs. B. B. Barber | Donalsonville, Ga {1 0 0-0 0 0 1 1° 26 0 260 4379% 0 0 0 0 $1,500
Thompson  {H. L. Catrett Mrs.LindaPowell | Colquitt, Ga. 831 00000 650 650 5870 yes 0 0 0 $1,500/
New Home No. 2 |A. J. Tomlinson |Dock Kelly ~ |Climax, Ga. 1.0 1 0 3 0 00 7 0 1250 2400 0 yes 0 O $3500
Hebrew A. B. Ard [W. C. Atkinson {Donalsonville, Ga "'0 02 00 0 O 71 0 710 68588 0O O 0 0 . 3600
Mothers Home  (D. Floyd |H. R. Miller  {Colquitt, Ga. 3 2 313 2 00 4 0 460 . 0 3 0 0 $1,500
Mt. Gilead W. H. Hand |Willie Vickers - |Brinson, Ga. 14 00 0 0 0O 0 0 35 0O 3.500 567.23 O 0 0 0 $600
Highway | |A. B. Ard Willie Everett - |Brinson, Ga. 11 0 1 9 9 2 2 47 o 0.00 35,01 yes yes 6 o $1000
Pilgrims Home | H. L. Catrett ~ |J. T. Hilburne Baker County . 2 P 0 0 0 0 070 ol 0 b.lo 76.00 o O ° -0 $2,509
Mt. Glory | D. Floyd | JMrs.W.Portervint Quincy, Fla. 4 1 ‘0 0 0 0 0 O 20 o 250 98.08 yes yes 0 0” - $60c
Cool Springs Lindsey Scott Laura Hyatt | Bainbridge, Ga. 2'4'3 0 2 1 o000 156 1 5800 3800 o o o o $1000
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