MINUTES

OF THE
71st ANNUAL SESSION
OF THE
MARTIN FREEWILL BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION

WHICH CONVENED WITH
HIGHWAY CHURCH, Brinson, Ga.

AND
CORINTH CHURCH, Iron City, Ga.
ON |
October 24th and 25th, 1958
OFFICERS
UoADrake Moderater . - [ .oooil T ___ Iron City, Ga.
Willis L. Heard, Secty. & Treas. .. Bainbridge, Ga.

Executive Committee

Willis L. Heard (Chairman) .. . Bainbridge, Ga.
W.E. Lane (4 years) ... .. .. . Yron City, Ga.
yohn Bailey (3 years) ... . . ... .. Colquitt, Ga.
Phillip-Hines (2 years) ... .. @ .~ .= _____ Colquitt, Ga.

Robert Boyd (1 year) .. _ —-.<——~Bringon, Ga.

Next Session to Convene at Bellview Church on Friday,
October 23, 1959 and at Pilgrim Home Church on

Saturday, Octoher 24, 1959.




STANDING BOARDS AND COMMITTEES

Ordaining Councﬂ

Rev H. L rCatrett Chairman (1 year) e Colquitt, Ga.
Rev. W. H. Horn (2 years) . _ Donalsonville, Ga.

v Brinson, Ga.
oo Bainbridge, Ga.

Rev. L. D. Scott (3 years) _.
Rev. A. B. Ard (Emeritus) .

Mission Board S
Bro. O. F. Everson, Chairman e (2 years)
Sister C. A. Lane, Secty. & . Treas. ________ e (1 year)
Bro.J. T. Hilburn .. ___ N e (8 ye2TY)
Promotlonal Board
Sister Mary Brown ... eeemeereeeeeee (2 years)
Bro.Joe B. Adams . e (1 year)
Bro. W. R. Barber - e (3 year)
| Superannuation Board o
Sister J. J. Scott, Secty. & Treas. (2 years) __.... Brinson, Ga.
Bro. Edgar Smith, Chairman (1 year) .. _______ Colquitt, Ga.

Bro.C. T. Turner (3 years) _

Investigating Commlttee
Bro. I. M. Ard (2 years) .

Bro. Z. T. Calhoun (3 years)

State Promotional Secretary & Treasurer

Rev, E C. Morris, P. O. Box 553 _______ . Tifton, Ga.

PROCEEDINGS
FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

The 72nd Annual Session of The Martin Freewill Baptlst |

Association convened with Highway Church, Brinson, Ga., at
ten o’clock on Friday morning, Oct. 24th, 1958.

The Session was opened with a song service led by Rev.
B. W. Clenney and Prayer by Rev. J. J. Scott.

Bro. Richard McNease gave the Devotional, readmg from
the 119th Psalm, followed by Prayer.

Sister J. J. Scott gave the Welcome address and Sister
Eva Middleton gave the response.

At 10:30 A.M. the Moderator gave his message taken
from the 5th chapter of Ephesians 21st verse. The Moderat01
closed his message with Prayer.

Next the Credential Committee was appomted 'Whlch con-
1
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sisted of Bro. W. C. Atkmson Bro. W. R. Barber and Sister
P. 1. Kirkland.

At 10:45 A M. Rev H. L. Catrett led the Congregation
in a song service, followed by Prayer by Bro. O. F. Everson.

At 10:55 A.M. Rev. C. J. Harvey gave a talk on Camp Mt.
Bethel. He stated that the State Association would convene at
the Camp, and that the Camp needs help to support this Con-
vention. An offering was taken and $27.45 was donated to help
with this expense.

Rev. W. H. Horn preached the 11:00 o’clock sermon. He
read the first nineteen verses of Flrst Corinthians usmg the
14th verse as his text.

Rev. E. C. Morris dismissed the Body for t.he noon hour.

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

The Frlday afternoon Sezsion opened at 1:30 P.M. with
a song service led by Rev. H L. Catrett and Prayer by Rev.
I. O. Cook.

Bro. Louie Grimes gave the Devotional and talked from

the 2nd Chapter of James.

- The .Credential Committee made a partial report and re-
ported 16 Churches represented with a total of $297.00. A move
and second was made and carried to accept this partial report
as read. Sister Mary Brown and Sister Jack Burke were ap-
pointed to read the Church letters. Delegates which were read
are as Tollows:

nghway Church: *
Sister Will Brogdon and Bw and Sister Roy Barber

Corinth Church:
Bro. and Sister Jack Bur ke Bro. and Sister Fred Swanner '
Sister Helen Ard and Sister Jessie Cordell -

Mt. Gilead Church:

' Bro. Henry M. Bellfuhorwer Bro. Herbert BOyd and Sister
Minnie Boyd.

Colquitt Church: _ - . .
Sigter Gary Phillips, Bro. Cliff Carpenter and Bro. Carey
Williams. | - |

Riverturn Church:

Sister Murtle Howald Slster P. I. Kirkland and Sister
Charlotte Parker.

Proctor Chapel Church:
Bro. Willie Sellars, Bro. L. A. Howell and Bro. ShmholstEr

Hebrew Church: |
Bro. and Sister Walter Atkmson
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New Salem Church:

Sister B. D. Wells, Sister E. L. Houston, Bro. W. R. Barber,
- Sister B. A, Middleton, Bro. a,nd Sister I. J. Goocher.

Polar Branch Church:
Bro. George Morris

Thompson Church:

Bro. G. R. Grimes, Bro. Louie Grlmes, Bro. Edgar Smlth
and Bro. John Richardson. |

New Home No. 1 Church: | | |
Bro. R. T. Middleton, Bro. W. E. Roberts and Wlfe, Slster
- Genette Cox and Sister Howard Roberts

Cool Springs Church:
Sister Laura Hyatt and Bro. Albert Blount.

Mothers Home Church: | |
Bro. and Sister John Balley, Bro Colhe Addison, Bro and
- Sister Dock Gibson and Sleter J R. McNease |

Bellwew Church:
Bro. and Sister T. D. Garter Bro. and Sister Oscar Brun-
son. Sister Eva iClenny, Slsater Effie Kimbrel and Sister
Mary Brown.
New Home No. 2 Church: |
~ Bro. and Sister Ed. Avery, Bro. and Sister Clarence Sad-

dler, Bro. and Sister Richard Barfield, Bro. Claud New-
some and Bro. Bobby Hutto.

Springfield Church: X o
Sister Jannie nght and Shster C. B Reese

Pilgram Home Church:
Bro. and Sister W. J. H11burn

N ew Evergreen Church:

Sister R. V. Ivey, Sister Bethel Curley and Sister Lms
Barnett. ‘ *

Mt. Glory Church: |
Sister Elier Newberry and Slster Ethel Newberry

A move and second was made and carried that these dele-
- gates be seated with the Body.

The call was made for petitionary letters None was re-
cewed
" Letter from Fathers Home C-hurch asking to be dls.m-lssed
fmm The Martin Association was read. A move and second was

made and carmed to dlem1ss Fathers Home EClhurch as request-

An offering was taken for the Cool Spring Church, to help
with their building expense and $44.67 was donated. - |
| .




The following c-om!mitteels were a-pp-ointed:

Disbursement Committee:
Rev. Drew Floyd Rev. H. L. Catrett and SlS‘tel W. R.
Barber.

N ominating Committee:
Rev. W. H. Horn, Bro. Henry M. Bellﬂfower and Sister
Lucille Stewart.

Program Committee:

Rev. Edward Sheffield, Sister B ‘W. Clenney and Sister
J. J. Scott.

Co*respondance fra:m other Associations was called for
and given as follows:

Salem Association: Rev. I. O. Cook, Aev. W C. Windham
Union Association: Rev. C. J. Harvey

- Midway Association: Rev. E. C. Williams, Bro Alvin Day,
Bro. L. R. Curtis, Rev. Roy Roberts, Rev J. C. Watson

Little River Asscciation: Rev. and Sister E. C. Morris
S Salem of Florlda Association: Bro. Rufus Neal.

| 1A Move and second was made and carued that bhe Mod-

erator extend the right hand of Christian fellowshlp to these
visitors. This the Moderator did. |

Reporbs of the State and National Associations was called
:for Sister Alma Houston gave a report of the State Associa-
tion. No report was received from the National Association.

A call was made for a report of the Ladies Auxiliary. Sis-
ter B. W. Clenney gave the report. A move and second was
made and carried to receive Sister Clenney’s report.

A move and second was made - and carried that the
Moderator welcome Rev. J. B. Lovering into the Association
by Extending him the right hand of Christian fellowship.

This the Moderator did.

"Roll Call of Ministers As Given Below:
_ ORDAINED MINISTERS

Rev. DreW Floyd .. i GoOlquitt, Ga.
Rev. Tom Henry e 'Colquitt, Ga.
Rev. H. L. Catrett — - . Colquitt, Ga.
Rev. Lewis Batchelor — Rt. 2, Camilla, Ga..
Rev. W.H.Horn . Rt.2 Don.al-s-'onville, Ga.
Rev. L. D. Scott . B i Brinson, Ga.
Rev. A.B. Avd oo Bainbridge, Ga.
Rev. C. A. Gilbert N Colquitt, Ga.




Rev. B. W. Clenney .- Rt. 8, Colquitt, Ga.

Rev. F. W. Sellers ___._. — Rt. 3, Bainbridge, Gr.
Rev. R. W. Holems - 2601 4th Ave., Columbus, Ga.
Rev. Edward Sheffield . P. O. Box 302, Donalsonville, Ga.
Rev. Willie Sellers ... | - Rt. 1, Camilla, Ga.
Rev. J. J. Scott __________. — i . Brinson, Ga.

Rev. J. B. Loverin-g _ e Colquitt, Ga.

LICENSED MINISTERS

Rev. Isaac Musgrove .. . Rt. 2, Colqultt Ga.
Rev. G. W. West . e e e Rt 1, Cairo, Ga.

Sister Della McAlpin Sne.ads, Fla.

Delegates to the various Assomatwns' are as follows. -

Midway Association:_.
~ Rev. and Sister B. W. Clenney

Umon Association:
Rev. and Sister Drew Floyd
Chattahoochee Association:
Rev. H. L. Catrett and Rev. Edward Sheﬁ‘leld

Georgia Union Association:
Rev. J. B. Lovering and Wlfe

Little River Association:
Rev. and Sister B. W. Clenney

Salem Association:
Rev. Edward Sheffleld a,nd Rev. H. L.Catrett

State Line Association:
Rev. C. A. Gilbert and Rev. J. B. Lovermg

- State Association:
- Sister Alma Houston, Slster B. W. Clenney and Slster |
- Eva Middleton - |

Natlonal Association:
Rev. and Sister Edward Sheffield

A move was second and made and carried that the Asso-
~ ciation help pay the expenses of the delegates to the National
Association with the Disbursement Commlttee makmg the
arrangements.

Call was made for the report of lChurches on vamous
committees. See reports. |

A move and second was made and carmed tha,t we aabohsh
the first, second and fourth phase of the resolutions presented
by New Salem Church. The third phase was adopted W1th out
any change. See report of Re:solutlon Committee. |
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. . A move and second was made and carried to abolish a
previous resolution -which forbids the Clerk aid Moderator to
serve more than two years, and let them serve as long as the
Body so desires.

A move and second Was made and carried to omitt the

Friday mght service because of death in the nghway Com-
munity.

A move and second was made -and carried that we extend
Highway Church and Community a rising vote of thanks for
their hospitality during the first day of this Session. |

- A move and second was made and carried to adjourn for
the day to meet with Corinth Church on Saturday Morning
October 25, 1958. With the Congregation standing in a mo-
ment of silent Prayer for the bereaved family of Highway
community. Rev. B. C. Williams led the closing prayer.’

Bro. T. A. Drake, Moderator
< .. Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION
The Saturdlay morning Session of the Martin Freewill

Baptlst Amsomatlon met at Gormth Ohunch on October 25,
1958.

- The session opened W1th a song service led 'by Rev. H. L
Catrett, and Prayer by Bro. W. J. Hilburn.

The Devotional wag given by Sister B. D. Wells, reading
fro:m the 12th Chapter of Romans beginning at the 9th verse.

‘Welcome address was given by Bro. Jack Burke aml Sis-
ter Edward Sheffield gave the response.

Churches appointed on various committees are as follows:

River Turn Sunday School
Hebrew oo oo Sabbath Observance
Bellview __ _ e Resolutions
New Home No 1 S __. Temperance
Cool Spring . Suggestions
Corinth Obituaries

A move and second was made and carried to keep the
same Executive Committee and that they serve one year, two
year, three year and four year terms, so that it will only be

necessary to elect one member each year. 'The Clerk to set
the term for the present members.

- The Executive JCOmmlttee is as follows

Willis L. Heard (Chairman) .. Rt. 3, Bambudge Ga.
~ W.E.Lane (4 years) . Iron City, Ge.

6
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~John Bailey (38 years) ... — oo Colquitt, Ga.
fPthlp Hines (2 years) _.. e Colquitt, Ga.
Robert Boyd (1 year) T 1 Brmson, Ga.

| GOrrespondence from others Assomatlons ‘Was called for
-~ and given as follows: o

Midway Association: Rev. T B. Mellette
Salem Assomatlon Rev. W. S. Driggers

' The Moderator extended these wswors the rlght hand of
Ohrls tian fellowship. |

Renewed call for Church letters. One was recelved w1th
$9.25. See Churches and Delegates ione ito.ptsee mcecrrt

~ 'Renewed call for report of all Boards and Commlttes
See reports.

Called for the reading of the flret days Mmutes Same
was read by Clerk and adopted.

Bro.Z. T. Calhoun gave a talk on the F. W. B Orphanage
Home in. Eldridge, Ala. An offerlng was taken for the Home

and $30.85 was donated.

"The Credential Committee reported two more Churches
1epresent1ng with $15.25. See Churches and Delegates.

. A move and second was made and carried to seat the Dele-
gates, from the Churches that reported Saturday morning,
with the Body.

Rev. Tom Henry made a wondenful talk even tho it was
short. '

Rev E. C. Morms gave a report on the Umfled Program
" Rev. H. L. Catrett led the Congregation in singing “On-

| Ward Christian Soldiers”, after which Slster Shlrley Olenney'

sang a gpecial song, solo.

- . Rev. E. C. Morris preaohed the 11 00 oclock Sermon
useing Judges 16:19 for his text.

Rev. Roy Roberts dlsmleeed the Body for the noon hour

| SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION o
“The Saturday afternoon session opened at 1:30 p. m.. with

5 song service led by Rev H L. Catrett and Prayer by Rev.

- 1. O.Cook.

‘Rev J. B. Lovering gave the Devotlonal readmg from
the 15th Chapter of John,

Renewed call for reports of all Boards and Commltteee
Sce reports. | S

Move and second was made and carried that the Creden-
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tial Committee report be received and JCredentlal Comm1ttee
be relieved.

- . Special singing by Rev H. L. Catrett Bro Ike Ard a,nd
S1ster Shirley Clenney and Sister Ruby Sheffield.

Reports of the Disbursement Commlttee Pr0gram Com-
mittee, and Nominating Committee were re&d a;nd adopted
by the Body. See reports. " - |

Rev. J. B. Lovering was hommated for Moderator, from
the:floor, but Rev. Lovering declined the nomination ‘alnd Bro.

T. A. Drake was re-elected as Moderator. He was n-ominated
by -the Nominating Oommlttee |

-+ A move and second was made and carried that we extend
to Corinth Church and Commumty,, Delegates, Ministers,

Visitors and Officers a rising vote of thankas for makmrr this

Ses.smn a success.

" A move and s:econd was made and carrled to adjou*n and
meet with Bellview Church on Friday, October 23, 1959, an

P11gr1m Home Church on Saturday, I_Qctober 24, 1959.

“While singing the closing song everyone partlclpated in
a hand shaking service.

| Rev Edward Sheffleld led the closmg Prayer .

~ Bro. T. A. Drake, ModeratO.._
Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk

" DISBURSEMENT COMMITTEE

We your Commlttee on Dlsbursements recomlmen-d the
followmg ‘ . - Co

COlerk $25 00
© Mo dera,tor e e e e -------J-*'.- 15.00
State Association ﬂ _______ 20 00

- "National Association .. .. .- 500
| Delegate:s expense to Naf. Assomatlon 20 00

. Retain in Treasure. --_...“__‘.._.'__ S e 00,00

Minutes to be pald for and remalnder to be allocated as
follows: - - |

.. State Secretaly e e 20
 Local Superannuation Board | - _ 35%
Local Promotional Board S e 22.8%

| ,Mlssmn Board e .

Respectfully Submitted
~Rev.. Drew Floyd (Chairman)
Rev. H. L. Catrett
Sister W. R. Barber .
8




. SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMITTEE

/We your Committee on Sunday Schools submit the follow-
ing: We recommend a Sunday School in every Church; 1st be-
cause it is the teaching dept. of the Church, and our people,
old and young, need to be taught. 2nd, Because it is the basis
for Revival and Evangelism, about 90 percent of the Church
increase today come from the Sunday School. 3rd, We recom-
- mend all literature be ordered from the Freewill Bapt1st Press,

Ayden, N. C. 4th, We recommend a Vacatmn Bible School in
every Church at least once a year.

Prayerfully Submitted |
Mt Gilead Church and Pastor

' RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEEL .

We the Commlttee on Resolutlons resolve to make the .

followmg recommendations:

Phase No. 1, No. 2, and No. 4 a.bohshed Phase No. 3, We
recommend that theClenk make arrangements to get the

Minutes printed and 1in 01rculat1on at an earlier date than
heretofore.

Respectfully Subm1tted --
| New Salem Church and Pastor

| SUGGESTION COMMITTEE
- We your Commlttee on Suggestions would like to suggest

that the Clerk and Moderator be -allowed to serve as long as

the Body of the Association so desires. .
' - Respectfully Submltted
Hebrew Church and Pastor

OBITUARIES COMMITTEE

We regret very much to learn that twelve of our mem-
bers have been called away, and we trust they are at rest with
the Lord. They are as follows - -

Bellview Church:
- Sister Alice Gru”blbs, Sister Anme Grubbs

Spring Field Church:
Bro. C. B. Reese

Corinth Church: - |
Sister F. A. Norris,. Slster Ahce Dawson, Bro. John A.

Goodwin

Highway Church:
Sister Mae Mills

- -
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Colquitt Church:
- Bro. H. J. Reynolde
New Salem Churrh:

Sister John Webster Damels Sr., Bro. Geo., N. Chambers,
Slster Eadle Mae Dorris, Slster J oe Gilbert

Respectiully submitted, -
nghway Church and Pastor |

TEMPERANCE ‘COMMITTEE o
Beverage Alcohol — Scourge of the Ages

Through the ages beverage alchohol has been a scourge, a
curse, an enemy of mankind. The ravages of drink are great-
er than those of war, pestilence, and famine combined. The

scourge of Modern (Civilization are venereal disease, cance:,
tuberculosis and alcoholism.

¢ Thomas Jefferson called Napoleon the greatest’ of the
destroyers of the human race. He was wrong. Napolean’s ca-

1eer as a destroyer was fairly brief in the long span of hlstory
The destructiveness of alcohol continues unabated. |

That Beverage alcohol is often unrecognized as a scourge
is due to social custom which popuralizes drinking, to drinking
propaganda which is attractively designed, highly financed,
and cleverly deceptive, and to widespread ignorance concern-

ing the true nature of alcohol beverages.

. That zalceho‘ when consumed as a beverage is today more
than ever a scourge 1s borne out by many 1nc0mtravert1b1ﬂ
facts. |

(1) The liquor traffic wastes untold human and material
resources. Soloman once said, ‘“The drunkard and the gluten
shall come to proverty.” All drinking leads to determratlon of
human and material resources.

(2) quuor-ibred accidents leave our highways strewn
with blood. The lives of all cur citizens are endangered as long
as the unholy alliance between drinking and driving continues.

(3) Liquor Maqquerades under false colors. Liquor adve: -
ticements are notable for their untruthfulness. Fabulous
sums ave spent to delude, to deceive, and to degrade. Liquor
advertisements must be unmasked, their hypocrisy recog- -

nized and the true nature of alcohol as a scourge of mankmd

Havealed.
(4) Alcoholism is a public health problem.
(5) Liquor is an accomplice of crime. |
(6) Liquor is ‘handmaid of prostitution.

(7) Liquor is a destroyer of Government and unity. .
10




(8) Liquor is an enemy of the home. Liquor acts as a dis-
turber, an intruder, a robber, and a demoralizer. It often de-
mands a priority on the home finances. The . whole family may
Ee denied of necessary things; If there is an aleoholic in the

ouse.

(9) Liquor bhghts men spmtually People who rise up
early in the morning to drink and continue drinking until
night “regard not the mock of the Lord, neither consider the
operation of his hands” (Isa. 5:12). quuorrs dull the edge of
the souls perception. It removes the image of God in man.

Liquor is our country’s enemy number one, the devil’s
best friend and God’s worst enemy. Beverage alcohol is the
greatest single enemy of mankind and same means of limiting
it’s devastation. Mankind must discover or suffer a progres-
sive deterioation Wthh will land us once again in the gulf of
barbarism.
| Re.spe*ctnﬂeliy submitted,
Thompson -Chur-ch and Pastor, Rev. Drew Floyd

ORDAINING COUNCIL REPORT

- We have ordained one minister, Rev W C. Wmdham of
Polar Branch Churoh

Respectfully Submlrtted
- Rev. H. L. Catrett, Chamman

Rev. W. H. Horn
Rev. L. D. Soqtt

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE I
-~ The Executive Committee hasn’t had any business during
the past year. We want each Churech to feel free to call on the
Executive Committee any time we can be of any service at
all. Regardless of how small the matter may seem we are al
ways willing to help.

Rejsrpecffully Submltted |
The E‘:e«cu“twe Oommltbee

INVE STIGATIN G COMMITTEES

- We your Investigating Committee find that most of our
Churches, as far as we know are in very good standing. As far
as we know ourMinisters are in good standding, but we stil!
find that some of our Deacons are not dlsohalgmg thelr duty

as they should.

[Re.srpectfu]ly Submltted
Bro. I. M. Ard, Bro. A. R. leth
and Bro. Z. T. Calhoun |

11
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SRR , PROMOTIONAL BOARD REPORT : B
Cash on hand T e e $238 90.

Recelved Durmg 1958

| ~Association . Q--"-'-_'--'-,'—J';-_--_-' - 618
- Umon Meetings: - B R

* December _ 1 S ___ S w *_* 9.15

o

-- B March I_______________?_.. " . ”_-, ' o e - * S 10.50 L |

 Jume . LT Tglos

- August BT o '._____;_--_ e e —— 20

Total Recelved ST __-._.._;-____..-..--___ $39 73

Total Paid Out " 90.00

A Balanace in 'Dreasury R B $188 63 :

Rewpectfully Submltted

- Sister Mary Brown, Secty & Treas
. Bro, Joe B. Adams = |
Bno W. R Barber rChalrman

MISSION BOARD TREASURY RDPORT (1957 1958)

Assets o

" CashronHand o $14259

-~ Union Meeting. fumds Nov. 30, 1957 NNUTENURCINTE. - 2% £ 2
Union Meeting funds March 29 1958 e 100 50
Union Meeting funds June 28, 1958 e 820
‘Union Meetmg funds August 30, 1958 e BSTO
M.F.W.B. Association funds oo~ 614

Total Received ___.__-._._.,_----.._-.._..---..-.'_.....,.-I,__.__..-_--'___'. _____ $182 33

lebursements

Rev Louis Moulton I, ___.-_.___-_-____~ _$ 15.00-
Coul Springs Bulldlng Fund - ';__'-_-___;*---;_;__-;__-.i_;_; 24.60 -

Total Pald Out R $ 39 50_ o

Balance in Treasmy S e $142 73-‘ |
- Respectfully Submltted B
Bro. O. F. Everson, Chalrman S
Bro. J. T. Hilburn o S
Slster C. A, Lane Secty & Treas

SUPERANNUATION BOARD REPORT
Money Recelved |

. Balance from 1957 . ] A ' - _“,__. $.., 23.24

Returned Check S 800

January 17th Bro. Richsud McNeaf:e o 21,85

‘May 3rd Bro. Richard McNeaise e _“___“ 2450 T
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August 9th Bro. Richard McNease ... 19.25

~ / September 7th Bro. Richard McNease 13.30

~ QOctober 23rd Bro. W. L. Heard i e 1227

> Total Received ____.. . $121.98
Money Paid Out:

Rev. A. B. Ard e $ 27.41

Rev. Tom Henry . 27 4]

Sister Dave Braswell _______ S 27.41

State Superannuation e 27.41

Total Paid Out ) . 310964

- Balance in Treasury e e $ 12.27

Respectfully Subrmlttf
- Sister John Bailey

Bro. C. T. Turner

Bro. Edgar Smith

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
We your committee on nomiations beg to submit the fol-
lowing: -

- For Moderator . , ... Bro. T. A. Drake
For Assistant Moderator ... Rev. H. L. Catrett
For Clerk _._____ ,_ .. Bro. Willis L. Heard
For Assistant Clerk . o - Bro. Fran-k NeWbe-rry

For Ordaining Council
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Chairman (1 ye:xr)__..._ Oolqultt Ga.
Rev. W. H. Horn (2 years) _...._..._____ Donalsonville, Ga.
Rev. L. D Scott (8 years) .o Brinson,; Ga.
Rev. A. B. Ard (Emer1tus) Bamfbrldge Ga.
For Mission Board:
‘Bro. O. 'F. Everson, JOha,mman 2 ye&rs
Sister C. A. Lane, Secretary and Treasurer . . 1 year
Bro. J. T. Hilburn oo _ ”3 years

For Superannuation Board: T
i Sister J J. Scott, Secty. and Treas 2 years Brinson, Ga.

Bro. Edgar Smith, Chairman (1 year) ... Colquitt, Ga.

Bro. C. T. Turner (3 years) ... .. Brinson, Ga.
‘For Promotional Board: . | D
| Sister Mary Brown .. . .. 2 years

Bro. Joe B. Adams ... 1 year

Bro. W. R. Barvber  __. SR 8 years.
For Investivating Committee: -

Bro. I. M. Ard, (2 years) _ oo Iron Clty, Ga

Bro. A. R. Sml'uh (1 ye-ar) ...................... _Bambrldge Ga.
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- Bro. Z. T. Calhoun (3 years) . ... Colquitt, Ga.

‘We also recommend that the Association convene with
Bellview Church on Friday, October 23, 1959, and with Pil-
grim Home Church on Saturday, October 24, 1959.

We further recommend that Rev. Edward Sheffield bring
Ibhe Introductory Message at Bellwerw Ohrurch on Friday, Octo-
ber 23, 1959.

Respectifully submitted,
Sister Lucille Steward
Rev. W. H. Horn ___.
Bro. Henry M. Bellflower

- PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT
The program plans given below are proposed for the 73rd
annual Sesson of the Martin Freewill Baptist Association, to
be held with Bellview Church on Friday, October 23, 1959, and
Pilgram Home 'Church on Saturday, October 24, 1959.

. FRIDAY SESSION— OCTOBER 23, 1959
Frlday Morning, 10:00 A. M.—

Song Services condducted by Rev B. W. Clenney and
Sister Shirley Clenney *

~ Assembley of Body for Worship by Modemtor

~Devotional —Rev. Tom Henry

Welcome Address —Bro. Charles Brown
Response —Rev. Drew Floyd

10 30A M.—

Moderators Message |
Appointment of Credential C~omm1ttee and Readmg Clerks
~ Call for corresponding Church letters composing this Body

Reading and adoption of all letters and seating Delegates
Recess for Introductory Message and refres*hmentb

11 00 A. M. — -
- Message—Rev. Edfwand Sheffleld

Noon hour

Frlday Afternoon, 1:30 P. M

‘Devotional —Rev. J. J. Scott

Renewal of call for correspondence
Roll call for Ministers -

- Call for Petitionary Letters
- Call for Correspondents from Sister Assocmtwns and the
right hand of Christian fellowship by Moderator
14



- Appointment of sessional committee—Program, Disburse-
/ ment, Finance and Nominating— |
| Appomtmemt of Delegates to Sister Associations
- Miscellaneous business and recess until Saturday
Service Friday night led by our young people
- Devotional —Bro. Larry Powell
"~ Message —Rev. J. B. Lovering

SATURDAY SESSION

Saturdav Mormng, 9:30 A. M.—
Song service conducted bv Rev. H. L. Cabrett
_Dﬂvotlonal —Rev. Isaac Mnsgrave
Welcome Address—Rev. Willie Hilburn
" Resmonse— Rev. Lewis Batchelor
Call to order bv Moderator -
Reading, correetion and adophion of flrcn‘ days Minutes
- Renewal of call for correspondence :and| visitors |
Call for committee reports

11:00 A. M.—

Meaegoe—To be lsupphed
Nonon hour .
1:30 P. M.—

Devotional—Rev. C. A. Gilbert |

Renewal of call for Committee reports

Report of Nominating Committee whose duty it is to make
selection of place of next Session of the Association and
the Introductory Messenger.

Report of Finance Commitiee
Report of Program Committee

~ Miscellaneous business

. Election of Officers
Report of Treasure |
Appointment of New Committees
Completion of all unfmlshed busmess
Adjournment. |

Respectfully sumb itt-e'd-,
Rev. Edward Sheffield
Sister B. W. Clenney
Sister J. J. Scott

MINUTES OF THE MARTIN F. W. B. UNION MEETING

Rev. W. C. Windham was ord'amed at the Sessmn of Janu-
ary 1958, at Highway Church.
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" “UNION MEETING TREASURE REPORT

Money Received:

Union Meeting at ‘Highway Church _____ e $ 7100
Union Meeting at Pilgrims Home Church —  80.00
Union Meeting at New Salem Church ... - 6b.00
Union Meeting at Mother IH0me Church .. 68.00
Total Received - .. 5 : $284.00
Disbursements:
December 28, 1957: | o | |
Rev. E. C. Morris A S - $21.35
Sister-John Bailey .. ] . 21.35
Sister Carol Brown~--~ ~ e S 90
Sister C. A.Lane .- > -~ .~ o 915
Moderator & Clerk fee NG e . 10.00
Total Paid December 28 1957 e e $71.00

“March 29 1958 o o - |
Rev. E. C. Morris — . $24.50
Sister John Bailey . SRR
Sister Carol Brown i
Sister C. A. Lane - e cemmeeeeee .. 10,80
Moderator & Clerk e . .10.00

- Total Paid March 29, 1958 e $80 00

June 28, 1958: | - o |
Rev. E. C. Morris . $19.25
- Sister John Bailey .

e 19,20
- -Sister-Carol Brown ____ S . 825
© o~ Sister C. AvLane .. 825

Moderator & Clerk . | 10.00

Total Paid Out J une 28, 1958 .

August 30, 1958: | |

Rev. E. C. Morris ... — e $13.30
Sister John Bailey _ o o . 13.30
Sister C. A, Lane __________ . 0JT0
State Association ... e . 10.00

_____ $6.5.00

Printing of Minutes . . . -10.00
Moderator & Clerk ..___ e 10.00
Total Paid Out August 30 1958 rermeeeeeeee $68.00

Grand Total Paid Out _ et ] $284.00
Balance Brought Forward ... e 9 00 '00

On August 30, 1958 the Union Meetmg sent an offering to / /
the Chlldrens Home of $26.67. |
S S Rev. Drew Floyd, Moderator

Bro. J. R. McNease, Clerk
16
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i UNION MEETING NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
’ We the Nominating Committee recommend Rev. Edward
'|

Sheffield for Moderator and Bro. Richard McNease for Clerk.

| | | We further recommend that the Union Meetmg convene
) with the following Ohu:nc’hes
|

First Session . New Home No. 2 Church
Second Sessiony oo Thompson Church
Third Session ... _ - Ever Green Church
e Fourth Sessiom Mt. Glory Church
Respectfully Submitted

|
i

[ Bro. Emmett Houston, Rev. J. J.
i
%

: ; - o Sc_ott an-d-l Sister C. A. Gilbert

UNION MEETING PROGRAM FOR 195!

4 ¥
| [

| ]
, 3

T First Session: New Home No. 2 Church:
1 Devotional _ . Sister Edward ShefTield
Welcome Address ... _ Bro. Oneal Cumby
Response .. eeeeeeeer.. Bro. T. D. Carter
Ak Business -
1 11 O'clock Message - o Rev. C. A. Gilbert
I Afternoon Devotional . S Sister Joe Powell
f] i Talk e Sister J. H. Freeman
a Adjourn

Second Session: ’Dhomlpson Church
Devotional .. Bro. Collie Addlsocn
Welcome Address _______ Sigter Edgar Smith
Response Sister Andrew Smith
i | Business | | | | - .
10 11 O’clock Message — S Rev. J. B. Lovering
i Lunch S
it "~ Afternoon Devotional _________ | @ Sister J. J. Scott
Al Talk oo Rev. Isaac Musgrove
' Adjourn

.i - Third Session: Evergreen Church

: i I Devotional . - Bro. Leroy Kirkland
i ~ Welcome Address .- Sister Sadie Mae Holt

i Response . Sister Chester Gilbert

N Business

11 11 O’clock Message __ ceeeeeeee. ReV. Roy Roberts

1 Lunch S

Afternoon Devotional _______ ) Bro. Edgar Smith
e - Malk oo Sister Drew Floyd
I - Adjourn )

(R S
il e
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Fourth Session: Mt. Glory Church

Devotional ______ e . Bro. Emmett Houston
Welcome Address _ e Sigter Ethel Newberry

~ Response i — Sister Willie Lane
Business | |

- 11 O’clock Message ... Rev. Edward Sheffield
Lunch | |

- Afternoon Devotional ... ... Sister Lee Roy Johnson
Talk _ - - . Bro. Dock Kelly
Adjourn | |

Respectfully Submitted

The Program Committee

Sister Emmett Houston, Sister J. R
McNease, Bro. J. R. McNease

MINISTERS coﬁfERENCE

| Sessmn 1

. tThe Ministers Conference will be held on Friday mg‘ht
b%fore the fifth Sunday in November at New Home No. 2
Ohurch. |

‘Devotional e Bro. Dock Kelly
Welcome Address . . Bro. Neal Cumbie
" Response . eeeee—__ Bro. Robert Boyd
Business | |
Message .. .. Rev, Isaac Musgrove
Refreshments .. Rev. C. A. %Gi]}b-art, Rev. Drew Fl-oyd |
| Session 2

The Ministers Conference will ﬂae held on Frlday night
before the fifth Sunday in March at Thompson Church.

Devotional . . Bro. Buck Grimes
Welcome Address . Bro. John Richardson
Response e Bro. Willie Lane
~ Business | o
Message oo Rev, Edward Sheffield
Refreshments ... Rev. C. A. Gilbert, Rev. Drew Floyd
Sessmn 3

The Ministers Conference will be held on Frlday night

before the fifth Sunday in May at Evergreen Church.
Devotional .. oo Bro. Joe Bob Barnett
- Welcome Address . ... Bro. J. B. Holt
Response ... e Sister Abbie Calhoun
Rusiness |
-~ Message oooeiees e Rev. B, W Clenney
Refreshments ... .. Rev. C. A Gilbert, Rev. Drew Floyd
19
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Session 4

The Ministers ‘Conference will be ‘held on Friday nlght
be ore the fifth Sunday in August at Mt Glory Church.

Devotloml e e Bro. Bill Wade
- Welcome Address e Bro. Dave Newberry
"Response e Bro. J. W. Nix
Business - -.

- Message oo Rev. J. B. Lovering

" Refreshments ________ Rev. C. A. Gilbert, Rev. Drew Floyd
Moderator oo Rev. L. D. Scott, Brinson, Ga.
Qlerk ..o Bro. Edgar Smith, Colquitt, Ga.
Program Committee .  Rev. J. J. Scott, Bro. Emmett Houston

-

CONSTITUTION OF MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

Seeinig the need of greater love, fellowship and under-
standing among our Ministers, also the unifying of our vision:

and working for greater cooperation, we do hereby ordain and
establish this constitution.

1. Name: This shall be known as fhe “Mlnlsterlal Con-
i'erence of Martin Association of Original Free Will Baptist.”

2. We adopt the Treatise of faith and practice of the
Natm:nal Association of Free Will Baptist as our standard to
look to and pray for the day when we may be more united.

3. Tlie officers of the Minister’s Conference shall consist
of a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk " and Assistant
Clerk and dther officers as may be deemed necessary.

4. The officers shall be elected on nomlnatlon by aoclama
tlon at each annual session. =

5. This Conference ghall be composed of all ordained and
llcensed Mmlsters and Deacons in good st-andmg of the Martw
Association. .

~ 6. The Clerk shall bepaid $5.00 per annum for preseiv ‘ng
-amd editing the minutes of the Conierence.

7. The Ministers Conference is not a court to try nor to
air out the faults of the Ministers and Deacons. If they are in
good standing with the Martin Asocciation, they are in good
standmg with the Ministers Conference. This is to be a meet-
ing of fellowship, inspiration and brotherly love.

- - 8. Any other ministers and deacons who are in gdod stnnd-
ing with the Free Will Baptist Church will be accepted as hon-
orary members when vnsﬁmg with the Conference.

9. This Constitution may be amended or altered at any

meeting by two-thirds majority voting.
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~ TREASURER'S REPORT
_ ASSEJTS

Balance on Hand _ e e e e $ 50 00
" Received from Assoc.latlon i - 321.60
Received from Union Meeting _ e 1000
‘Received from Minssters lOonference e 10,00
Total - — e $391 50
DISB*URSEMEN’DS B | o | |
Moderator oo e $ 15.00
Clerk _ e ] - 25.00
State Association . : S '--'.-__-_-_'__'_'_ 20.00
- National Association ___. S 5.00
Delegates: Ebcq:)ernse to Natlonal Assomatlon .. 20,00
Minutes S 155.00
- State Seeretary - - 2030
Liocal Superannuation Board .. 3D0.B2
- - Local Promotlon Board e e . 22,84
- Mission Board M . 22,84
Retain in Treasury ... - . 50.00

DOCTRINAL VIE\VS

e 1 We beheve that the Holy Bible was. written by men dwmely
inspired and is a treasure of Heavenly instruction that has a God

for its author, salvation for its end and truth: without mixture of
error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will
“judge us, and therefore, it shall remain with us.to the end of time,

~ the true center of Christian union and the supreme. star_Ldard to which
all human conduct and opinion should conform.

~2. That there is but one true God whose name is Jehovah the

- "maker and ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpressively glorious in holi-

ness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence and love, revealed in

the personal distinction of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, equal in
“every divine perfection, and executing dlstmct but harmonious offices

in the great work of redemptlon

~~ 3. That man was created in a state of holiness under the laws
~of his _Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and

happy state, in consequence of which men are sinners, not by con-

straint, but &y choice, being by nature utterly void of that holiness
- required by the law wof ‘God, wholly" given to the gratification of the
world, of Satan and their sinful passions and therefore under Just
condemnatton to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse. '

. . That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace through the
; medltatlon of the Son of God, who took upon him our nature; yet

+ without sin honored the law by His personal obedience, and made

- atonement for sin by His death; being ricen from the dead, He is
21
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now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful person the

tender sympathies with divine perfection, in every way qualified to
be a suitable compassionate and all sufficient Savior. ~

5.-That the great gospel blessings which Christ of His fullnﬂss
bestows on such as believe on Him is justification; that justification

consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal life upon princi-

 ples of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of any-

ithing which we have done, but solely through His own righteousness
and atonement, and that it brings us into a state of most blessed
peace and favor with God. |

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the
Cespel; that it is immediate duty of all to receive them by a-

“cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of

the greatest sinner on earth but his own voluntary refusal to submit

to the Lord Jesus Chrlst Wthh results will subject Him to aggravated
Londemnatlon

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated or born

-again. That regeneratmn consists of giving a holy disposition to the

mind, and is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the

| power of the Holy Spirit producing a voluntary obedience to the Gos-

*»sl an3 that its proper ev1dence is found in the holy fruits whlch we

_tmng forth to God.

8. That electlon is the gracious .purpose of..God, accordmg to
which’ He.regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners. That being. per-
f estly consmtent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all
means with the end, that it is a most glorious display of God’s good-
nesg, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly excludes

Hoasting' and promotes humility, prayer, .praise, trust in.God, and

active imitation of His free mercy; that 1t encourages the use of means
in the highest- degree; that it is the foundation of Christian assurance,

and that o ascertam it Wlth regard to ourselves demands and deserv-
es our utmost: d111gence

9. That the preserving attachment of true believers to Chrlst the-

giand mark which distinguishes them from su"oerflcml profﬂssors that

special providence watches over their welfare and that they are
kerpt by the power of God through faith unto salvation. |

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule of His
gm ernment; that it is holy, just and good, that the inability which the
Scripture ascrlbe_.to fallen man to.fulfill the precepts arise entirely
from their love of sin to deliver them from which and to restore them
through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the Holy law is one
design of the Gospel and the means of gnace connected with the
establlshment of the visible church. ~

- 11, That the first day of the week is the Lord’s day of Chr1stlan

_._;abbath that it should be kept sacred to- rﬂhglous purposes by ab-

staining from all securlar labor and recreation by the direct observ-
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ance of all means of grace, ‘both public and private, and prepare for
the rest which remains for the people of God. | |

12. That civil government is of divine appointment for the in-
terest of order of human society; that the magistrates are to be prayed
for consicientiously; honored and obeyed in all things not contrary to
the will of our lord Jesus Christ, who is the Lord of consicence and
' Prince of the kings of the earth.

13. That there is a radical and essential difference between tfhe
righteous and wicked, and that such only are justified by faith in the
- name of the Lord Jesus Christ and is sanctified by the spirit of God
‘as are truly righteous in His esteem while all such as continue in im-
penitence and unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and under the curse
-and this distinction holds good among men, both in and after death.

14. That the end of this world is approaching when Christ will
descend from the Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to
final retribution, that solemn separation will then take place, the
righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness and the wicked to
endless punishment and his judgement will forever fix the final state

of men in Heaven or Hell on prmcnples of nghbeuousaniess —John 5 25
Matt. 25:31; 41 :46. |

ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM

1. The Association shall be called to order by the moderator
elected last session. -

. 2. 'This Association shall be opened and 1=cElt:rse~d W1hh prayer.

3. The moderator anxd clerk shall officiate until xthelr succe.ssors
are elected.

4. Tt shall be the duty of the moderator to call the meetmg to
order, to see that order is preserved, receive and submit.iall questions
to the body. He shall have the privilege of speaking but must call
upon some other brother to preside in his place while speaking. He
shall not have the right to wvote unless body 1s equally d1v1ded
when he may cast the deciding vote.

. 5. The members present shall be enrollled and their names ualled
as often as necessary. -

6. The majority of the members present shall rule in.cases, ex-

cept upon admission of new churches, which shall require a un-
amious vote. . -

7. No member shall absent hlmself from the house without leave
from the moderator, and no member shall leave the asesomatmn thh-

out the consent of the body.

- 8. Al business shall ‘be brought before the body by a move and
second and shall be disposed of according to good. usage.

‘9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than three times
on the same subject nor more 'than fifteen minutes each tlme without
permission Irom the body. -
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. 10. ‘No person'shall be disturbed while speaking unless he departs

~ from 'the subject and it will be necessary to call him to order. .-

. 11.  Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a time and he
must rise to his feet and -address the:moderator and must not use
abusive language or personal reflection on any one without being
subject 10 a c¢all t¢ order by the moderator, - | -

12, It shall be the duty of the Clerk .to keep a . Lmlnufte of the

proceedings and read ‘the.same when called upon, to be corrected at

the discretion of the body, and shall prepare the minutes for pubhca-
tion, flmless the association shall appoint someone for rtthait purpose.
He shall keep all books and papers belongmg to the association and
read the same. Whan ordered to do =0, and shall have such compensa-
tion for his services as athe aassocmtlon{ may prescribe,. -

| 13 ‘It shall be the duty of the corroSpondmg secrotory to oarry
on correspondence by writing to persons belonging to other associa-
thl'lIS of like faith in any way that would be likely to create mterest
in this assoz 1atlon for its promotlon and well being.

14. It shall be the duty- of the troasure to keep all money com-
m1tted to him by the association, cand to keep an account of ceceipts
and expenditures, make a report alt every association if called upon,
pay out money when ordered to do so by the association, and shall re-
ceive such compensation as the association may prescribe,

'15. No Church shall liberate any member to preach the Gospel
unless he has held membership in the Church for at least twelve
nonths; and no minister who comes from another denomination be
liberated until he has been examined by the Ordaining Council and
received - Credentials bearing their approval..

16. These rules of decorum may be amended ot the dlscret:lon
of the aosomatlon .

o CHURCH DECORUM
. 1. The church may ohoosr-* a pastor annually at the last regular
conference in association year; or if they prefer it may choose a
pastor for an indefinite length of time to continue from year to year
as long as they deem it proper {o keep up the connection.
‘2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at anoihor

_tune buti if the choice be made at a special con:Eerence the t1me must

be appointed at a monthly- meetmg of the church,

- 3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the church but when
he iz absznt or does not sit as moderator, being present, some-suita~

ble brother shall be appointed to sit in his place.

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose duty
it shall be to superintend ithe collection and disbursement of the con-
tributions made by the church for the pastor, ete., and to distribute
the bread and wine In the administration of the Lord’s supper. -/

5. The deacons shall take -notice of such- members as refuse or
neglect to partake of the Lord’s supper and endeavor to ascertain the
cause, that the same may be laid before the church in conference if
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neceseary

6. Some sultable member shall be appointed clerk and it shall be
h1s duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the
business of the church and to preserve a fﬂe of the minutes of ’ohe
association. ~ |

7. When a new clerk is appointed all the books, etc. rbelengmg to
the clerk shall be immediately delivered to him by hlS predecessor

'8. When a church deemis it necessary, a committee of not less
than three male members well acquainted with business, shall be
appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to bnehhren who
apply ¢o them relative to cases of dealings and ete.

. 9. The church shsll hold two days meetings monthly, embracing
Saturday and the Lord’s day following bhe flI‘St of ’Wh.loh sha(ll be the
regular time of wconference. :

- 10. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, ‘bo at-
tend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day lthe_ pastor
is expected 'to. instruct the church in special manner by giving plain
and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline and the rule of holy living.

-~ +11. Any male member, who shall fail to attend three sucecessive
conferences, and any member whatever who may be genenally remiss
in attending the meetings of the church according to the covenant
(Article 10), shall be cited to appear in conference and answer for
his neglect, but the ehurch may exempt rnembers ﬁrom this ru.le if
necessary. '

12, Conferenuce, after prayer or :dlvme service iSiha].]. fbe opened as
follows: (1) Inviting visiting brethren to seat. (2) Opening the door. of
the church for the reception of members. (3) Calling for the reading
of the minutes of the last conference. (4) Calling for absentees. (5)
For acknowledgements. (6) For references or deferred business. (7)
For mew matters of deahngs which are 1,0 come before bhe body (8)
For miscellaneous business.

13. Visiting brethern as help called in from 31ster churches shall

be. allowed to speak an dmake motmns and seconds, but not allowed
to vote, |

14. Any orderly msember of the Baptlst Ohurch may be reoelved
into the church without detter, when it is made apparent that his
Christian character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied for a
letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join this or some
sister church. All other members must join by letter or baptism.

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent
of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be
valid and unless withdrawn the member who makes them sha* 1 be
lnable to be taken under dealmgs by the church. |

'16. When 'the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall inform
the church what members have been absent from three. successive
conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some brother or breth-
ren to cite each of them to the next conference.
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17. No member shall be exfpelled unless he has been cited verbally

or in.writing to attend his trial;-provided his residence be known to

the church. If a minister be guilty of unchristian conduct, he may be
dealt with just as_any other member, by his c¢church, and must be re-
ported to the Ordaining Council and they may silence him for a
penod of time or indefinitely, as tbhey see. fit.

18 "Whena Wltness not a member of the clhurch is mtroduced

he shall not be. examined till the question has been put to the church:
“Will you hear the testamony of this witness?”

19, .The evidence in every case of- dealmg and aoknowled*gement
shal'l be minuted in the church book.

- 20. Members dismissed from the church by leftter who become
dlsorderly or continue to hold ‘their letters without a good reason,
shall be cited to the eon:feren*ce to answer for their conduct.

.21,  Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their
petition if their walk since expulsmn has convinced the church that
threy have sincerely repented of their former evil conduct.

- 22. ‘A vote shall not be taken upon any question without a move

'and a.second, and in all unportamt questlon.s the vote shall be taken

'by rising to the feet.

- 23. No motion shall be made whﬂe ua move anud second is befoane
the oonferen-ce . . . |

24, It shall be oonsrdered dlsorderly for any member to ‘absent
“himself from conference when an imporbant question is to be decided;

but a member, upon his request, may be exempted from v:otmg on
e1ther side in peculiar cases. = - S

--25. “No'member shall leave the house durmg conference without
a su"ﬁflment cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering w1thout
bemg subject to be called to order by the moderator.

26: All discussions in conference must be conducted with oalmness |
and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their feet and address
_the moderator, and keep to the pomt in derbate '

27 No one siha‘l spe eak: more than three tlmes on the same motlon
Wlthout permission from the moderator nor sh~al1 the rremarks of any
one be unreasonably long. o '

© 28. When the moderator speaks in debate he must n*ommate some
brethren moderator in his stead.

29 No one shall be 1nterrupted Whlle speakmg unless it is neces-
sary to call him to order. . -

- 30.. It shall be the rule of. the ehurch to attend to the admlmstra-
tion of the Lord’s supper and foot washing at least four times a year,
and the expenses are to be paid by the church

31. Members not in good :standing . shall not commune, but the
administration shall not be deferred on account of any ordmary matter
of dealmg | P | + . .

32. Public fasting, humthatmn and ‘prayer shall be observed on
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proper occasions.

33. It shall be the duty of the pastor to take up collectmns quart-
| erly for the support of the home mission work.

- 34. It shall be the duty of each church to appmmt a comm1ttee to
revise the church book once a year.

35. This decorum may be altered or amended by the vote of two-
thirds of the members present at any two sucees:swe monthly con-
ferences. |

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. THE SCRIPTURE. The Scripture of the Old and New Testa-
ments were given by the inspiraticn of God, and are binding on all as
our only rule of faith and practice. There is only one living and true
God, infinite in all of His attributes; the Creator, Preserver and Gov-

ernor of the Universe, revealed to us in rtihe Scr1p¢ures as Father Son
and Spirit.

. - 2. CHRIST. He 1s God mamfest in rt«he zt'lesh being in His divine
'naature true, God, in His human nature true man, u;mbed in the per-
son of Messiah as the mediator for the redemption of the world,

- 3. THE HOLY SPIRIT. He possesses all personal divine attributes
belongmg to the Reformer, Comforter and Sanctifier of men. |

4. DIVINE PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE. The purposes of God
are eternal and immutable, and His Wise and Holy Providence is over
all things to secure His only glory annd the hlghest welfare of all crea-
tures.

5. ORlIGINAL STATE AND FALL OF MAN. Man was created
upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation,
All his posterity inherits his fallen nature, which is cherished by in-
dulgence so all who come to years of moral accountibility, sin and
come short of the glory of God. | -

6. THE ATONEMENT. Chr1st m HLS great compassion toffered

Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and those by His life, suffering and

death, made an atonement which is fu.ll and free to all, and opens ‘the
only way to salvation. |

7. GRACE. No one can by his own work merit, obtam salvatmn |

Whlch is wholly of the grace of God, and through which @all spiritual
blessmgs are bestowed upon us.

8. CONDITION OF SALVATION. These are repentan!ces imply-
ing Godly sorrow for open concessions and other renunications of sin,
faith or the unreserved committal of the mind and heart to receive,
obey and trust in Christ, regeneration by the Holy Spirit, whereby the
soul is freed from the dominion of sin and brought into *the glorious
liberty of the children of God.

9. BLECTION. God has not fixed the future state of man by
any uncinditional decree, but determined from the beginning to save
-all who could comply with the conditions of salvation.
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10. PRESERVANCE., None will be finally saved but "those who,
throu'gh grace, preserve in holiness.

11, SALVATION FREE. God desires the salvation of all, the Gos-

- -pel invites all the Holy Spirit strives with al}, and Whesoever will,

may come and take of the water of life freely.

-12., - THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will is not con-
trolled by any fatal necessity or external force, but is free and self-
determined, having power to yield to gracious influences or resist
them and perish. .

13. GOSPEL ORDINANC'ES Baptism or the immersion of believ-
ers in water, and the Lord’s supper are ordinances to be perpetuated

under the Gospel or universal obhgatmn and to be administered to all
true behvers

14 THE SABBATH The Christian Sabbath is a divine institu-
tion blndmg on all, and should be observed by abstaining from all

secular ‘business, amusements and consecrated to the WOrShlp of God

and to spiritual improvement.

15. THE RESURRECTION. Final judgment and final retribution
——Christ will make His second appearance at the end of the world,
when the’ dead w1ll be raised, the judgment will set, the righteous
will be received to »e*ternmal bleesedness -and the wmked ba.mshed -
to endless euffermg | | )

- GOVERNMENT,AND ORDINANCES
" 1. We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of Christ is'a

congregation of Christians constituted and governed accondmg to the

rules laid down in the New Testament.

‘2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of gov-
ernment and ordinances of the finst Christian churohes and to be
composed of baptised believers in Chirst.

- 3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of
Gospel churches, and that the invisible c¢hurch is composed of the re-
deemed now in Heaven; and of such Christians now on earth as are
not attached to.the V1s1ble alceordmg to the Gospel rules.

4. That the establishment of a central or Catholic government
over the visible church or any part thereof is a device of earthly am-
bition repugant to the word of God and subsersive to the chunches
and dangerous to the liberties of men, -

5. That the Gospel churches are the eclesmstlcal bodies or
tribunals auzhorized by the Scripture; that each church has the un-
restricted right to administer its own government without supervision
or interference, being under Christ essentially independent and abso-
lute. and that if this right is surrendered to a superintending juris-
diction by delegation or otherwise the assembly ceases 1o be a gospel
church. |

6. That churches may nevertheless meet by delegates, from an
association and declare the {erms upon which they wiii Keep up a
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friendly correspondence but that the rights and authority of the
churches being inalienable are in no wise compromised by or hinder-
ed by entering into an association, therefore associations have no
shadow of authority over churches or individuals, their only powers
being to transact business which does not pertain to churches in their
eclesiastical capacity, or to promote mutual intercourse and concen-
tration of voluntary effort, and to give that advice to churches fwh-ioh
might with equal authority be given by an individual,

7. That the authority of churches are designated for the per-
petuation of the true religion of the Gospel and for the preservation
of a pure and orderly bedy of Christians on earth, that is fully suf-
fient for the purpose intended, but it does not extend to the person’s
 property or consciences of men in any case whatever. |

8. ‘That the only requisites to church membership are faith in
Ghrls.t and obedience to the Gospel, that faith in Christ necessarily

exists in connection with the belief in the fundamental truths of

Christianity, and to prescribe any other requisites of church member-
ship is an assumption on the part of the church amd a departure from
the plan of the Gospel. -

"~ 9. That the officers of the church are elders and deaoons' that
elders are also called bishops or pastors; that all elders are equal in
rank; though they may perform different functions since some may be
blShOpS or pastors of a particular church, Wh11e ot.hers may ;be simply
elders, having no pastoral charge. -

~10. That the authority of @ minister of the Gospel ex*tends to
teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further, that he can not
“perform any act which belongs to the authority of the church, such
as the reception of members into the church compact, of the expul-
‘sion 'of offenders, that as member of the c¢hurch he is no more than
any other member, and if he is guilty of transgression he is to be
brought to {rial before his brethren and convicted or acquitted in the
same manner as if he were a private person; yet we think it prudent
and proper to call in advisory help, espemaﬂly if the mm1ster is to
be triad upon a charge of heresay.

- 11. That Christian baptism- is the immersion of & behever in
f‘water in the name of the Father, Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

12. That the Lord’s supper is an ordinance to be observed in the
church till the Lord comes.

13. The elders and deacons must be set apart to rthelr ofrfwe by
ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and pray-.

er, without which they are not authorized to admmlster the ordi-
nances pertaining to their respective offices. |

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION
1. A church proper in its lowest sense is a body of Christians
united and congregated together for the purpose of worshiping God
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and promoting His cause, and in which the Gospel is regularly.
preached; the ordinances duly administered and the principles of
holiness encouraged and practiced.. Each church or body thus form-
ed is a separate part thereof and inrdfenpendenvt in itself; possessing
the right to direct its own affairs in its owmn way, subject only in
certain difficult cases to arbitrate by sister churches. Such churches
may, however, unite in associational capacity for purposes of more
thorough organization, efficient work and for general and - mutual
good of all without surrendering any of their individual rights. There-
fore, the churches hereinafter mentioned resolve themselves into a
body eclesiastic to be known -as the Martin Association of Free Will
Baptist which shall meet annually at such time and place as may be
agreed upon by the body at its annual meeting.

‘2. The association, When ass'embled shall be oompesed of xa.'ll
ministers of the asso+c1axtmn, both ordained and licentiates, and the
delegates or messengers chosen tby the several churches from time 4o
time for that purpose,

3. The number of delegates to be determ1n=ed by the membershlp'
of the respective churches. To simplify this we will state that any
church is entitled to two delegates it matters not how few members
it may have. That after it has attained fifty members it shall then be
entitled to one more delegaue o every twenty-five members or frac-
tlonal part thereof, until it has reached one hundred then . for every

fifty, or fractional part thereof and go on mcreasmg in its ratio to
any number.

4 The officers of the Association xshaill consist of a moderator,
clerk_‘_andg treasurer to be chosen annually for the mext year and
to be elected by ballot or anyway the Association deems proper.

- 5. -It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over the body
during the session for which he is elected, call the session to order,
enforce the rules of the decorum, decide all questions of d1301p].me,

-and in case of a tie, to cast the deciding vote.

6. It'shall be the duty of the clerk to keep an accurate record of
the business transactions of the association, superintend the printing
of the minutes and draw on the treasurer for the funds to discharge
the exp:nse of the same: He shall hold office until his successor is
elected and installed, -and shall receive such compensatlon for his ser-
vices as the association may deem preper to allow.

7. There shall be an executive committee of discreet brethren

-’a'ppoin_ted annuzlly by the moderator, or elected by the body who

shall properly be the association in recess, and whose duty may be
more fully defined from time to time by the association. The treasur-
er shall be one of the number.

8. When the association is assembled a majority of all the mem-/
bers enrolled shall be required {o form a quorum for the transaction
of business. -

9. All debates shall be. conuducted in a Ghr1st1an like and broth-
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erly spirit. All shall be &llowed the pr1v1lege of speaking on any
questlon which is submitted {o the consideration of the body.

'10. Every speaker shall rise to his feet, address the moderator,
and keep to the question in debate, zmd shall avoid all unpleasant
reflections and personalities. -

11. No brother shall be allowed to conusme more than fﬁteen
minuies in one speech, or speak more than twice on the same swbject
except by permission of the moderator or body.

12, All questions shall be submitted by move ahd second the first
motion taking precedence in point of order. Every metwn seconded
must be actzd upon, UI'I!IES!:: withdrawn by the mover.

13. The business shall be taken up in order according to the sub-
joined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the regular rules
for a time for purpcses which appear proper.

14. The moderator shall, at each session, invite corresponding
delegates from other bodies of our own order and also ministers from
other denominations to seats, when thus seated shall be entltled 10
the friendship of hoao*ary members.

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT

Having been, we trust, brought together to organize an associa-
tmn by divine grace to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, to give our-
selves up wholly to Him, wiih all humility and ‘brotherly love; to
watch over each other for good, and stir up each other to love and
good work, and not forsaking the frequent assembling of ourselves
together with our neighbors to worship God according to His reveal-
ed will, as occasion may require; {o warm, rebuke and admonish each
other according to the rules of the Gospel, that the knowledge may be
thereby promoted to the end. We will uphold the public worship of
God and the ordinances of His house, and hold constant communion
with each other therein; and we will cheerfully contribute of our pro-
perty for the maintenance of a faithful minister of the Gospel among
us and for the extiension of the blessed Redzemer’s kingdom among us
universally. We will not omit family and close religion at home nor
allow ourselves in the too common neglect of the great and 1m'p0rtant
duty of religiously training our children for the service of God and
the enjoyment of heaven. We will also sympathlze with each other in
seasons of temptation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the
necessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with each
other for the churches universally for the promised effusion of the
' Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion, and the mgathermg of the
elect and may the God of Peace, who brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the
~blood of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good
work to do His will, that we may not only enjoy a name and place
in the church on earth but finally with His glorious church of the
first born of Heaven in ascribing blessings honors, mlght, majesty
to Him who sitieth on the throne and the Liamb forever. -
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CHURCHES | PASTORS | CLERKS | ADDRESS A | B R[A[EEIAIE] < [ P O @B

Mt. Glory |F. W. Sellers | S. E. Newberry | Rt. 2, Quincy, Fla. | 2,411100]0]10} 0} 36/$10.00 0]$300.00/$5,000.00} No| No| No| No
Pilgrim Home | H. L. Roberts | Mrs, Virginia Mathews Newton, Ga | 1 10|1]1]|0]10]0]| 38] 9.25| 0] 869.00] 8,000.00 |Yes! No| No| No -

Springfield  |J. L. Batchelor | Jessie Regan i Donalsonville, Ga. 3 |0jojo]0]jo0f1] 9 5.00 0] 96.73| 1,250.00 No| No| No|j No

New Home No.1 ' J. J. Scott | W. E. Lane | Iron City, Ga. 2,410|111]0]0}0 (122! 30501 12.00| 524.10] 5,200.00 Yes| No| No{Yes

Coousprings r L. D. Scott | Laura Hyatt | Rt. 1, Bainbridge, Ga. 1,3/ 0|0j0|0|0{0] 9] 2.25 0 0| 2,000.C0| No| No| No| No

New Evergreen |F., W, Sellers - | Lois Barnett - | Elmodel, Ga. 1,3/0]0]1{0c]1010] 21] 5.25] 0] 188.41} 5,000.00 Nol| No{ No| No

River Turn - | J. L. Batchelor | Mrs. Nellie Lynn | Rt. 3, Donalsonville, Ga., 1,31313(0!0]0]|0/! 25| 10.00 0| 213.93| 3,000.00|Yes|Yes| No|Yes

Hebrew . 1Jd. J.:Scott | W. C. Atkinson | Rt. 3, Donalsonville, Ga. 11,31 010101010 |01 40| 10.00] 0| 147.50! IYes!Yes|Yes| No

Mothers Home [L. D. Scoit | J. R. McNease i Colquitt, Ga. 2,415|41210]0]01118] 29501 73.45] 305.35| 4,000.00 |Yes|Yes| No[Yes

New Home No.2 | C. A. Gilbert | Dock Kelley | Climax, Ga. 1,314(0171110}0]| 83| 20.75| 0] 253.461 3,000'00 Yes! No| No|Yes

Highway { C. A. Gilbert | Mrs. L. D. Scott . | Brinson, Ga. , 2,41 0]|0[3|0101} 1] 42| 10.50| 27.33| 147.31| 4,000.00 Yes| No| No|Yes

"Proctor Chapel {S. W. Balwin - {Frank Cain:@ | Pelham, Ga. fulll 1{0[0]0[0401 36 9.00l 01 282.04] 5,000 00 No! No! NolYes

‘Colquitt | Edward Sheffield ' Miss Vertie Weaver | Colquitt. Ga. - fulll 216100 0] 1| 63] 15.75/137.50{1184.15] 6,000.00 !Yes|Yes|Yes|Yes

New Salem - |J. B. Lovering !]1. J. Goocher | Colquitt, Ga: 1,31514121010]|31189 46.25! 42.69! 556.91! 6,000.00 Yes!Yes| No|Yes

Polar Branch | W. C. Windham | E. E. McAlpin | Greensboro, Fla. 1,3{0/2[2[0(0]01 ?2f 6001 0] 128.58] 1,000.00 IYes| No| No| No

Bellview ~_1J. B. Lovering | Mrs. Curtis Chapman | Colquitt, Ga. 2,41 0014100211711 42.75! 60.00! 675 00l 9.000 00'Yes!Yes!Yes| No

Mt Gilead | H., L. Catrett .| Herbert Boyd | West Bainbridge, Ga. full] 010131210101 431 1075 28.211 123.001 7,000.00 VesiYes| No|Yes

Corinth 1 Coy Watson t Mrs, C- A, Lane | Iron City, Ga. - . 2 |3|0]210]1013 891 22.25! 69.801 483.45 5.600 00 Yes|Yes] No|Yes

Thompson | Drew Floyd - 1 G. R. Grimes . | Colquitt, Ga. 11,3117131210]0]0 | 99] 24.75l 55.011 627.060! 6,000.00]Yes{Yes| No| No
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