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OF THE 

71st ANNUAL SESSION 
OF THE 

MARTIN FRFJE.WILL BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION 

• 

• 

WHICH CONVENED WITH 

HIGHWAY CHURCH, Brinson, Ga. 
AND 

CORINTH CHURCH, Iron (jity, Ga. 
ON -

10 1cto.ber 24th and 25th, 1958 

OFFICERS 

f. A. Drake, Moderator _________ _ __ - --------------- Iron City, Ga. 
Willis L. Heard, Secty. & Treas. _ _ ________ Bainbridge, Ga. 

Executive Committee 

Willis L. Heard (Ohairman) _ _ __ __ _ ______ Bainbridge, Gu . 

W. E. Lane ( 4 years) ---------------------- _____________ Iron City, Ga. 

John Bailey (3 ye·ars) ____ _ ____ ________ _ _ _ ___________ CJolquitt, G::t. 

Phillip Hines (2 years) --.. ----------- __ __________ _ _ _____ Colquitt, Ga. 
Robe1t Boyd (1 year) _____________ _ _________________ Brinson, Ga. 

Next Session to Convene at Bellview Church on Friday .. 
Octobe 23, 1959 and .at ·1 l'"·m Home Church on 

~ aturday.. b 2 , 1959 . 
• 

\ 



. STANDING BOARDS AND 1COMMIT'I'EES 

· ·· Ordaining Council 
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Chairman (1 year) -~-----------Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. W. H. Horn (2 yea!'ls) ---------------~- Donalsonvil1e, Ga. 
Rev. L. D. Scott (3 years) _ ___________ ________ Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. A. B. Ard (Emeritus) ___ _ ____________ Bainbridge, Ga. 

Mission ;Board 
Bro. 0. F. Everson, Chairman ------------------------------- (2 years) 
Sister C. A. Lane, Secty. &. Trea<s. _______ -----~------ (1 year) 
Bro. J. T. Hilburn -~-------------- --------------------------- (3 years) 

Promotional Board··. 
Sister Mary Brown -------------------------------------------------- (2 years) 
Bro. Joe B. Adams ------------------------------------------------------ (1 year) 
Bro. W. R. Barber"----- ------------------ --------------------- (3 year) 

Superannuation Board 
Sister J. J. Scott, Secty. & Treas. (2 years) _______ Brinson, Ga. 
Bro. Edgar Smith, Chairman (1 year) ______________ Colquitt, Ga. 
Bro. C. T. Turner (3 years) ------------------- ------~ Brinson, Ga. 

Investigating Committee 
Bro. I. M. Ard (2 years) ___________ _________ _ ____ Iron City, Ga. 
Bro. A. R. Smith (1 year) -------------------------- Bainbridge, Ga. 
Bro. Z. T. Calhoun (3 years) --------------- _______ Colquitt, Ga. 

State Promotional Secretary & Treasurer 
Rev. E. C. Morris, P. 0. Box 553 -------------------------~--- Tifton, Ga. 

PROCEEDINGS 
FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 

The 72nd Armual Session of The Martin Freewill Baptist 
As,sociation convened with Highway Church, Brinson, Ga., at 
ten o'clock on Friday morning, Oct. 24th, 1958. · . 

The Session was opened with a song service led by Rev. 
B. W. Clenney and Prayer by Rev. J. J. Scott. . 

Bro. Richard MeN ease g:we the Devotiona:l, reading from 
the 119th Psalm, followed by Prayer. 

Sis,ter J. J. Scott gave the Welcome address, and Sister 
Eva Middleton g:we the respons1e. . 

At 10:30 A.,J\'L the Moderator gav.e :his mes,sage taken 
from the 5th chapter of E}pheS'ians 21st ver'lse. The Moderator 
clos,ed his mess'::l·g·e with Prayer. 

Next the Credential Committee was appointed which con-
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sisted of Bro. W. C. Atkinson, Bro. W. R. Barber and Sister 
P. I. Kirkland. 

At 10:45 A.M. Rev. H. L. Catrett led the Congregation 
in a song service, foUowed iby Prayer by Bro. 0. F. Everson. 

At 10:55 A.M. Rev. C. J. H:1rvey .gave a talk on Camp Mt. 
Bethel. He stated that the State Association would convene at 
the Camp, and that the Camp needs help to support thi:s· Con
vention. An offering was taken and $27.45 was donated to help 
with this expense. 

Rev. W. H. Horn preached the 11:00 o'clock sermon. He 
11ead the firs1t nineteen ve11ses of First Corinthians. using the 
14th verse as his text. 

Rev. E. C. Morris• dismissed the Body for the noon hour. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION -
'I1he Friday afternoon Session opened at 1:30 P.M. with 

a s·ong service led by Rev. H. L. Catrett and Prayer by Rev. 
I. 0. Cook. 

Bro. Louie Grimes gave the Devotional and talked from 
the 2nd Chapter of James. · 

'l'he Credential Committee m:1de a partial report and re
ported 16 Chur.ches repres•ented with a total of $297.00<. A move 
and second was made and carried to >:otc,cept this partial report 
as read. Sister Mary Brown :md Sister Ja~ck Burke were ap· 
pointed to read the Church letters. Delegatest whioh were read 
are as follows: 
Highway Church: 

Sis1ter Will Bre:gdon and Bro. and Sister Roy Barber 
Corinth Church: ·• 

Bro. and Sister Jack Burke, Bro. and Sister Fred Swanner,· 
Sister Helen Ard and Stster Jessie Cordell. 

Mt. Gilead Church: 
Bro. Henry M. BeUf;1ower, B:r:o. Herbert Boyd and Siste:· 
Minnie Boyd. . .. -· 

Colquitt Church: 
Sis1ter Gary Phillips, Bro. Cliff Carpenter and Bro. Carey 
Williams. 

Riverturn Church: 
Sister Murtle Howard, Sister P. I. Kirkland and Sister 
Charlotte Parker . 

Proctor Chapel Church: . 
Bro. Willie Sellars, Bro. L. A. Howell, and Bro. Shinholster 

Hebrew Church: 
Bro. and Sister Walter Atkinson 
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New Salem Church: 
Sister B. D. W.eHs', Sister 'E. L. Houston, Bro. W. R. Barber, 
Sister B. A. Middleton, Bro. and Sister I. J. Goocher. 

Polar Branch Church: 
Bro. George Morris 

Thompson Church: 
Bro. G. R. Grimes, Bro. Louie Grimes, Bro. Edgar Smith, 
and Bro. John Richardson. 

New Home No. l Church: . 
Bro. R. T. Middleton, Bro. W. E. Roberts and wife, Sister 
Genette Cox and Sister Howard Roberts. 

Cool Springs Church: . . .-

Sister Laura Hy:::ttt and. Bro. Albert Blount. 

Mothers Home Church: ·· ·· · 
Bro. and Sister John Bailey, Bro. Collie Addison, Bro. and 
Sister Dock Gibson and Sister J. R. McNe:::t:S'e. 

Bell view Church: 
·Bro. and Sister T. D. Carter, Bro. and Sister Oscar Brun
son. Si,ster Eva Clenny, Sis,ter Effie Kimbrel and Sister 
Mary Brown. 

New Home No.2 Church: 
Bro. :::tnd Sister Ed. A very, Bro. and Sister Clarence Sad
dler, Bro. and Sister Hichard Barfield, Bro. Olaud New
some and Bro. Bobby Hutto. 

Springfield Church: 
Sister Jannie Knight and Sister C. B. Reese. 

Pilgram Home Church: · · .· 
Bro. and Sister W. J. HiLburn 

New !Evergreen Church: 
Sister R. V. Ivey, Sister Bethel Curley and Sister Lois 
Barnett. · 

Mt. Glory Church: _ 
Sister Elier NeWiberry and Sister Ethel Newberry. 

A move and second was m:::tde and carried that these dele
. gates be seated with the Body. 

The can was made for petitionary letters. None was re
ceived. 

· · Letter from Fathers Home Church asking to be dismiss,ed 
from The Martin As,s:ociation W!l.S read. A move and second was 
made and carried to dismiss Fathers Home Ohurch M request-
ed. · 

An offering was bken for the Cool Spring Church, to help 
with their ibuilding expense and $44.67 was donated. 
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The foHowing committees• :were appointed: 

Disbursement Committee: 
Rev. Drew Floyd, Rev. H. L. Catr:ett and Sistm· W. R. 
Ba11ber. 

Nominating Committee: 
R.ev. W. H. Horn, •Bro. Henry M. Bellf~ow.er and Sister 
Lucme · Stew:1rt. · 

Program Committee: 
Rev. Edward Sheffield, Sister B.· W. Clenney and Sister 
J. J. Scott. 

Corresrpondance from other A:ssociations was called for 
:1nd given as followS!: 

Salem As1so:ciation: R·ev. I. 0. Cook, Aev. W. C. Windham 
Union Association: Rev. C; J. Harvey 

..... Midway Association: Rev. E. C. Willi::tms, .Bro. Afvin Day, 
Bro. L. R. Curtis;, Rev. Roy Roberts, Rev. J. C. Watson 

Little River Association: Rev. and Sister E. C. Morris 
· Salem of Florida A'ssoci:1tion: Bro. Rufus Neal. 

" 

A Move and se·c·ond !Was· made and carried that the Mod-
erator extend the ri.g;ht hand of Chdstian fellowship to these 
visitors. This the Moder:1tor did. 

· ·Reports of the State·and National Ass1ociations was called 
for. Sister Alma Houston gave a report of the State Associa
tion. No report was received from the National Association. 

A caH was: made for a report of the Ladies· Auxiliary. Sis
ter B. W. Clenney gave the report. A move and second was 
made and carried to receive Sister Clenney's: report. 

A move and second :was made . and carried that the 
Moderator welcome Rev. J. B. Lovering into the Association 
by Extending him the right hand of Christian fellowship. 
This the Moder:ttor did. 

Roll Call of il\linisters As Given Below: 
' . . . 

ORDAINED MINISTERS 
Rev. Drew Floyd--------------------"~----------------~----------- Colquitt, Ga . 
Rev. Tom Henry ---------------------------------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. H. L. Catrett _________ ____ ------ ______ Colquitt, Ga .. 
Rev. Lewis Batchelor --------------------------------- Rt. 2, O:tmilla, Ga. 
Rev. W. H. Horn----------~--------------------- Rt. 2, Donalsonville, Ga: 
Rev. L. D. 8cott -------------------"--------- ---------- Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. A. B. Ard ---------------------C-------------""------------ Bainbridge, Ga. 
R•ev. C. A. Gilbert ----------------------------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
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Rev. B. W. Clenney-----·---------- ______ .:.... ____ Rt. 3, Oolquitt, Ga. 
Rev~'F. W. Sellers ______ __ Rt. 3, Bainbridge, Gr. 
Rev. R. W. Holems ------- __ _ 2601 4th Ave., Columbus, Ga. 
Rev. Edward Sheffield _________ P. 0. Box 302, Donalsonville, Ga. 
Rev. Willie Sellers -------'---------------- __ Rt. 1, Camilla, Ga. 
Rev. J. J. Scott ----------------------- __ ----- Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. J. B. Lovering------------------------------------ Colquitt; Ga. 

!LICENSED MINISTERS 
' ' 

Rev. J,saac Musrgrove -------------------------------- Rt. 2, Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. G. W. West _ ____________ --------------------- Rt. 1, Cairo, Ga. 
Sister Della McAlpin -----------------------------~----~------- Sneads, Fla. 

' ' 

Delegates to the various Associations! are as follows: 
Midway Association: __________ _ 

__ _ Rev. and Sister B. W. Clenney 
Union Association: 

Rev. and Sister Dre:w Floyd 
Chattahoochee Association: 

Rev. H. L. Gatrett and Rev. Edward Sheffie~d 
Georgia Union Association: 

Rev. J. B. Lovering and wife 
Little River Association: 

Rev. and Sister B. W. Clenney 
Salem Association: 

Rev. Edward Sheffield ·and Rev. H. L.Gatrett 
State Line Association: 

Rev. c.· A. Gilbert ·and Rev. J. B. Lovering _ 
State Association: _ 

Sister A'lma Houston,· Sister B. W. Clenney and Sister 
Eva Middleton · 

National Association: 
Rev. and Sister Edward Sheffield 

A move was second and made and carried that the Asso
ciation hel'P pay the expenses otf the delegates to the National 
Association with the Disibm~sement Committee making the 
arrangements. _ 

Call :was m:1de for t·he report of Churches on various 
committees:. See T!evorts. 

A move and second was made and carried that :we albolish 
the first, s·econd :tnd fourth phase of the resolutions· presented 
hy New Salem Church. The third phase was adopted with out 
any change. See report of Re·solution Committee. 
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_ · A move and second was made and carried to abolish a 
.previouS< resolution which forbids the Clerk and Moderator to 
-serve mo11e than two years, and let them serve as• long as the 
Bqdry so desd:res. 

A move and second was m::tde and carried to omitt the 
Friday night service because of death in the Highway Com
munity. 

A move and sec<md was· made and carried that we extend 
Highway Church and Community a ri.s:ing vote ·od' thanks for 
their hospitality during the fiDst day of this Session. 

- · A move and second was made and carried .to adjourn for 
the· day to meet :with Corinth Church on Saturday Morning 
Oct·oiber 25, 1958. With the Congregation standing in a mo
ment of silent Pr:1yer for the bereaved family of Highway 
communitY-. Rev. B. C. Will:iams led the closing prayer. 

Bro. T. A. Drake, Moderator 
·. Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk 

' .. '": . ·-
SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

The Saturday morning Ses:s:ion of the 
Baptis.t As,sodation met at Corinth Ohur,ch 
1958. 

- -: - ' ' 

Martin Freewill 
on October 25, 

The ses•sion opened with a song ·S•ervice led by Rev. H. L. 
Catrett, and Pray.er by Bro. W. J. Hilburn. 

The Devotional was rgiven by •Sister B. D. Wells·, reading 
from the 12th Chapter of Romans beginning :1t the 9th vers:e. 

Welcome addres,s• was given by Bro. Jack Hurke and Sis
ter Ediw:trd :S:heffi:eld gave the response.... 

Churches appointed on various committees are as follows: 
' 

River Turn -----------c-------------------------------------- Sunday School 
Hebrew ----------------~------- ---------------------- Sabbath Observance 
Bell view ____ _ _____ -------------C--------------------------------- Resolutions 
New Home No. 1 ------------------------------------------ Temper:mce 
Coo 1 Spring -------------------------------------------------------- S ug;ges ti ons 
Gorin th ---~---- --------------------------------------------~-------- Obituaries 

A move and second :was. made and carried to . keep the 
same E~ecutiv'e Committee and th:tt they serve one year, two 
year, three year and four year .ter.ms, so that it will only ibc 
ne1ces.s::t.ry to •elect one member each year. The Clerk to set 
the term for the present members. 

' I 

The ffixecutive Committee is as follows: 
Willis L. Hea11d (Chairman) ___________ Rt. 3, Bainbridge, Ga. 
W. E. Lane (4 ye:1rs•). ----------------·--------------- Iron City, G::c. 

6 
' 
1 
l 
' 
r 

l 
' . 
' 



John Bailey (3 years) ----------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
/Phillip Hines (2 years) ________ ________ __ Colquitt, Ga. 

. Robert Boyd (1 year) -------- _ Rt. 1, Brinso~, Ga. 

Correspondence from others Associations was called for 
and given as follows•: · 

Midiway Association: Rev. T. R Mellette 
Sa:lem Association: Rev. W. S. Driggers · 

The Moderator extended these visitors the right ·hand of 
Ohristia~n fellowship. .. 

Renewed call for Church letters. One was received with 
$9.25. See Churches and Delegates . · · ione ito.ptsee mccrrt 
· Renewed c:1ll for report of all Boards ·and Committe's: 

See reports. · · · · · 
. 

CaHed for the reading of the--first days Minutes. Same 
was read by Clerk :1nd adopted. · · . . . ' . . 

Bro.Z. T. Calhoun gave a talk on the F. W. B. Orph:mage 
Home 'in. Eldridge, .Ma. An offering was taken for the Home 
and $30.85 was donated. ' .. ' . 

· 'Dhe Credential Committee reported two more Churches 
representing with $15.25. See Churches and Delegates. · · 
. A move and 'se,oond ;was made and o:1rried to seat the Dele-. ' 

gites, from· the Churches· that reported Saturday morning, 
with the Body. 

Rev. Tom Henry made a wondel1ful talk even ·tho it was 
·s·hort. . ··. . . . . 

Rev. E. G. Morris .gave a report on the Unified.Progr:xm. 
· Rev. H. L. Catr·ett led the IOongregation in singing "On

ward Ohristian Soldiens", aft.er !Which Sister Shirley Olenney · 
sang a •special song, solo .. 

Rev. E. C. Morris preached . the 11.00 o'clock Sermon 
useing Judg.es 16:19 .for his text. 

Rev. Roy Roberts di.smiss•ed the Body for the noon hour . 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
• 
• '· 

·The Saturday afternoon session. opened at 1 :30 p. m .. with 
:1 song s:ervice led by Rev. H. L. Catrett, and Prayer by Rev. 
I. O.Cook. . . ' 

Rev J. B. Lovering gave the Devotional reading from 
the 15th Chapter of J•ohn. 

Renewed call £or reports· of all Boards and Committees. 
See reports. · · 

1Move and second was made and c:1rried that the Creden-
7 
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tial Oommittee report ibe received and Credential Committee 
be relieved. 

SpeCial singing by Rev. H. L. Catrett, - Bro. Ike Ard and 
Sister Shirley Olenney and Sister Ruby. Sheffield. 

.· ~- Reports· of the Dislbur:s•ement Committee, Program Com
mittee, and Nominating Committee •Were read and adopted . 
by the Body. See reports. 

Rev. j, B. Lovering was nominated for Moderator, from 
the'floor, but Rev. Lovering declined the nomination and Bro. 
T. A. Drake was re-elected as Moderator. He was nominated 
by the Nominating Committee. . .. ' .. 

A move and second was made and carried that we extend 
to_ Corinth Church and Community, Delegates,.· Ministers, 
Visitors and Officers a rising vote of thank,s· for making this 
Session a succes1s. . . ~ . . . . . 

· · A move arid s1econd was made and carried to adjou.rri and 
meet with Bellview Church on Friday, Octolber ~23, 1959, anrl 
Pil.grim Home Church_ on S::ttlirday, October 24, 1959. 
. ' - ' ' ' . ' 

· While singing the clos·ing -song everyone participated in 
a_hand s:haking service. . - . 

Rev. Ed\vard Sheffield led the closing Prayer. 
. Bro. T. A. Dr:tke, Moderator 

. , . ... ~. . .. - Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk • 

. ' - ' • ' DISBURSEMENT ;COMMITTEE • • 

We your Committee on Disbursements recommend the 
following: · · -- · · · · ~ ·- · 

· -··_· · · Clerk · -~----~-~---------------~--:--------~-----~---~------~---------------------- $25.00 
' · ·--~ 1VIoderitor · --------'--------------~---------------------------c----------~---- 15.00 

8 tate As sod a ti on _________________________ :~-~----- ----~------ ~--c ______ : - · 2 0. 0 0 
National Association _______ c __ ~ __ : ___ _:_ __________ ~~-------:: ______ ~ ·.• 5.00 
Delegates· expense to Nat. Ass-oCiation -------------------- 20.00 

-.. Retain in Treasure. ____ :~--c------~---------------------------------- 50.00 
• 

' •, .. , -
Minutes to ibe paid for and remainder to be allocated as 

follows:: 
. _ State S e ere tary ------------------------------------------------------ 2 0 % 

Local Superannu::ttion. ~Board -~-~------------------------------ 35% 
Local Promotional Board ----------------~------- _________ 22.5% 
Miss:ion Board -------------------------------------- __________________ 22.5% . . 

Respectfully Submitted· 
Rev. Drew Floyd (Chairm::tn) 
Rev. H. :L. Catrett 
S1ster W. R. Barber . 
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. SUNDAY SCHOOL ~COMMITI'EE 
/We your Committee on Sunday Schools· submit the follow

ing: We recommend a Sunday School in every Church; 1st be
cause it is the tea,ching dept. of the Church, and our people, 
old and young, need to be taught. 2nd, Because it is the basis 
for Revival and Eva'n,~eliEm, about 9Qr percent of the Church 
increas·e today come from the Sunday School. 3rd, We recom
mend ::tH literature be ordered from the Freewill Baptist Press, 
Ayden, N. C.· 4th, We recommend a Vacation Bible School in 
every Church at least once a year. 

PrayerfuHy rSubmitted 
Mt. Gilead Church and Pastor 

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE . . 

We the .Committee on Resolutions resolve to make the . 
follorw:ing recommendations:·: · 

· Phase No. 1, No. 2, and No. 4 a;bolished. Phas·e No. 3, We 
recommend that theCle1:1k m::tke arrangements to get the 
Minutes printed and in circulation at an earlier date than 
her,etofore. 

. . Respectfully Submitted 
New· S:rlem Church and Pastor 

SUGGESTION COMMITTEE . 

We your Committee· on Suggestions would like to suggest 
that the Clerk and Moderator rbe allowed to serv·e as long as 
the Body of the Association so desires. · 

Respectfully Submitted 
Helbrew Chuvch and Pastor 

• 

OBITUARIES COMMITTEE· 

. . . 
' 

····· We regret very much to learn that twelve of our mem
bers have been ,called away, and we trust they :~.re at rest with 
the Lord. They are as follows: 
Bell view Church: 

Sister Alice Grubbs, Sister Annie Grublbs 
Spring Field Church: ·. 

· Bro. G. B. Reese 
Corinth Church: 

Sister F. A. Norris, Sister Alice D:1wson, Bro. John A. 
Goodwin 

Highway Church:· 
Sister Mae MHls 

9 
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Colquitt Church: 
Bro. H. J. Reynolds 

New Salem Churrh: 
Sister John Webster Daniels, Sr.,_Bro. Geo. N. Chamiber3, 
Sister Eadie Mae Dorris, Sister Joe Gilbert 

Respectfully submitted, 
. Highway Chu11ch and Pastor 

TEMPERANCE COl\11\HTJ.'EE 
' 

Beverage Alcohol Scourge of the Ages 
Throu~h the ages beverage a:lchohol has been a s'courge, a 

curs•e, an enemy of m.:mkind. The ravages of drink are great
er than those of war, pestilence, and famine combined. The 
scourge of Modern Civiliza,tion are venereal disease, cance·_, 
tubercu1os1is and a;lcoholism. 

:· Thomas Jefferson called Napoleon the greatest · of the 
destr:oyers of the human race. He was wrong. Napolean's ca
Ieer as a de,stroyer was fa.irly h:def in the·long span of history. 
The destructiveness of aLcohol oontinue.s unaib·:tted. 

That Beverage ·alcoihol is often unr-ecognized a:s a scourge 
is due to .social custom which ;popuralizes drinking, to drinking 
p11opaganda which is attractively designed, :highly financed, 
and clevedy de·ceptive, and to widesrpread i-gnorance concern
ing the true n:tture of alcohol beverages. 
, 'Dhat alco.hol w'hen consumed as a beverage is today more 
tJhah ever a scourge is borne out iby many incontravertiibl2 
facts. · · 

(1) The liquor traffic wastes untold human and m::tterial 
resourees. Soloman once said, "The drunkard and the gluten 
shall come to pr:overty." All drinking leads to deterioration of 
·human and material resources. 

(2) Liquor-1bred accidents 1eave our highw·ays strewn 
with hlood. The lives of all our citizens :1re endangered as Ion[; 
as the unholy alliance ib·etween drinking and driving continue:::.. 

(3) Liquor Masquerades under false colors. Liquor :tdve:
tisements are nota!ble for their untruthfulness. Fabulous 
sums a''e spent to delude, to deceive, and to degrade. Liquo~· 
adverUsements must be unmasked, their hypocrisy recog
nized and the true nature of al>cohol as ·a s'courge of mankind 
1i2:vealed. 

(4) Alcoholism is a puiblic health p~olblem. 
(5) Liquor is an accomplice of crime. 

i 

(6) Liquor is :handmaid of pDostitution. 
(7) Liquor is a destroyer of Government and unity. 

10 
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(8) Liquor is an enemy of the home. Liquor acts as a dis
tu~1ber, an intruder, a robber, and a demoralizer. It often de
mands :1 priority on the home finances. The-whole family may 
be denied of neces,sm'Y things if there is an alco'hOilic in the 
house . 
. . . (9) Liquor blights men spiritually. People who rise up 

early in the morning to drink and continue drinking until 
night "reg:trd not the mock of the Lord, neither consider the 
operatioJl of his hands" (Isa. 5 :12). Liquors dull the edge of 
the souls perception. It removes the image of God in man. 

• • 

Liquor is our country's enemy numlber one, the devil's 
best friend and God's worst enemy. Beverage akohol is the 
greatest .single enemy of mankind and same means of limiting 
it's dev:1station. Mankind must discover or suffer a progres
sive deterioation which will land us once a.gain in the ·gulf of 
barbarism. 

Respedivlely submitted, 
Thompson Church and Pastor, Rev. Drew Floyd 

ORDAINING COUNCIL REPORT 
We have ord:lined one minister, Rev. W. C. Windham of 

Polar Branch Chuvoh. 
·Respectfully Suibmitted, ·· 
Rev. H. ·L. ·catrett, Chairman 
Rev.· W. H. Hom 
Rev. L. D. Soott 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Tlle Exetcubive Committee h·:tsn't :had any business during 

the :past year. We want eac·h Church to feel firee to caill on the 
Executiv·e Committee any time we can be of any service at 
a'll. Regardless of mow small the matter may .seem we •:tre al 
ways willing to help. 

Re,s:pectfully Submitted, 
The Executive Committee 

INVESTIGATING COMl\U'ITEES . 
· W·e your Investigating Committee ftind 1!hat most of our 

Churehes, •:lS far as we know are in very good .standing. As far 
as we know :ourMinister.s are in .good standding, lbut we still 
find that some of our Dea·cons are not discharging their duty 
as they should. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Bro. I. M. Ard, Bro. A. R. Smith 

and Bro. Z. T. Calhoun 
·11 

~-...,.__________ . . •..... ·-·· ... 
-=···~=···----·----·-~--~---~~---~--=-~--~-·--=--~ 
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. . .. PROMOTIONAL BOARD REPORT . . . . . . .. .· ... 
Cash· on hand ___ · ...:: __ ---------------~--- _________ c_ $238.90 

. . -·· .. 
· · 'Received During 1958: . . 

·· Association ______ :._~-------~----·-c __ c ____ c ____ ...:_ _____________ ~-- · 6.13 

Union .Meetings : 
. ·December · ·· -~------- -------------- _ _ ___ .::..._ .· ·. · 9.15 

· . March _______ c _______ · .. _____ ______ ---------~~-----~-- · · 10.50 
. . 

' · . June . · · __:._____ · '--~-~ . ------------- ----------------- 8.25 
August . -~C~--~-------------C-------· -----~----------- ·---------------------- 5. 7 0 

... Total Received __________ .. __________________________ $39.73 
· .. · · · TO:t:tl Paid Out ---------C--------~--C-"---C--~---------------C- · · 90.00 . . . . . 

. · Balance in Treasury ----~~----------------~----:._ _____ :_ __ .: $188.63 . · · 

. . . 
' " . . . - . ' . , 

'• ·- . . 
. . . . . . . . . . ' . - . . - . 

Respectfully Submitted,· · 
Sister Mary Brawn, Se-cty. & Treas. 
Bro~-Joe B. Adams• .. 

· · · B11o. W. R. Barber, Chairm::m 
. . . -~ 

, . 
'• - . . ,• 

·MISSION BOARD TREJ\SURY REPORT (1957-1958) 
Assets: · 
' · ' Cash on Hand ____ c ______ ~---~----------~---C---------------------------- $142.59 

Union Meetingfunds Nov. 30, 1957 ____ ---------~----- 9.15 
Union Meeting funds M::wch 29, 1958 ________ __ 10.50 
Union Meeting rfund:s: June 28, 1958 ---------------------- · 8.25 
Union Meeting :funds Au~ust 30, 1958 ______________ .. __ 5.70 
M.F.W.B. Assodatton funds ------------------------------- 6.14 

'Dotal Received ----------------------- -------------------- $182.33 
, - . 

Disbursements: . . 
· .•. Rev; Louis Moulton _...:..~ __ ; _____________ c ____ ~:... _________ ~ ____ c ___ $ 15.00 · 

• 

· .· Coul springs Building· Fund __ c ____ :_ ____ _: ______ .. __ c __ c ___ ~--- . 24.60 
· · Tota:l Paid Out ---~-------------- · -----------------~----c _____ $ · 39.60 . 

· Balance in Treasury-------------------------~--~-----~-~- ----~~ $142.73 

. . . 
Respectfully Submitted· 
Bro. 0. F. Everson, Chairman 
Bro. J. T. Hilburn 
Sister C. A. Lane, SeCty. & Treas . 

. 

. SUPERANNUATION BOARD REPORT. '- .. 

Money Received: . 
Bal·:Lnce from 1957 -------------------------C-------------------- $. 23.24 
Returned Oheck -----~----------------.:.______________________________ 8.00 . / 
January 17th Bro. Ri•c'hard MeN ease ___________________ c___ 21.35 ·. ' 

.. · . .. May 3rd Bro. Richard MeN ea,se -----------------· ,c _____ .. ___ c 24.50 
12 
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August 9th Bro. Ridh:ux~ MieN ease ------------------------ 19.25 
/ September 7:tlh Bro. Richard MeN ease ---------------- 13.30 
· Octolber 23rd Bro. W. L. Heard __________ -------------- 12.27 

) Total Received ------------------------------------------- $121.93 
Money Paid Out: 
. Rev. A. B. Ard -------------------------------------------------- $ 27.41 

Rev. Tom Henry ___ _ ________________ :_______________________ 27.41 

Sister Dave Braswell -------------------------------------- 27.41 
State Supel":mnuation ___________ ---------------------------- 27.41 

Tota;l Paid Out ________ --------------------------------- $109.64 
. . 

Balance in· Treasury ---------------------------------------- $ 12.27 
Respedfully SuibmiW 
Sister Jo4n . Bailey 
Bro. C. T. Turner 
Bro. Edgar Smith 

• 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
We your committee on nomiations ibeg to submit the fol-

l01wing: 
For Moderator ---------- _______ ------------- Bro. T. A. Drake 
Flor Assist:mt Moderator ---------------- Rev. H. L. Catrett 
For Olerk --------------------------------- Bro. Willis L.· Heard 
For As1sistant Clerk _________ c ___________ Bro. Frank Newberry 

For Ordaining Council 
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Chairman (1 ye::tr) ________ Oolquitt, Ga. 
Rev. W. H. Horn (2 years) _______________ Donalsonville, Ga. 
Rev. L. · D S'cott (3 years) -------------------------- Briruson; Ga. 
Rev. A. B. Ard (Emeritus) ------------------------ B::tinlbridge, Ga. 

For Mission Board: 
Bro. 0. 'F. Evemon, Oh:ai:I"man, ---c------------~------- 2 years 
Sister C. A. Lane, Secretary and Treasurer ___________ 1 ye::tr 
Bro. J. T. Hilburn ------------------------------------------------ 3 years .. 

For Superannuation Board: · ·· . . 
Sister J J. Scott, Sedy. and Treas. 2 years Brinson, Ga. 
Bro. Edgar Smith, Chairman (1 ye•ar) ________ Coiquitt, Ga. 
Bro. C. T. Turner (3 years) ------------------------ Brinson, Ga. 

For Promotional Board: 
Sister M::try Brown ----------------~---------------------------------2_ years 
B11o. Joe B. Adams -------------------------------------~------ l year 
Hro. W. R. Ba11her ------------------------------------------3 .· yeal'IS. 

For Investivating Committee: 
Bro. I. M. Ard, (2 years') ____ c __________________________ .Iron City, Ga. 
Bro. A. R. Smith (1 year) · _____________________ cBainbridge, Ga. 

• • 
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. ·. B:m. Z .. T. Calhoun (3 years) ---------------~-------Colquitt, Ga. 

We also recommend that the Association convene with 
Bellview Chur:ch on Fri(kty, October'23, 1959, and wi~th Pil
g.rim Home Ghureh on Saturday, October 24, 1959. 

We further recommend that Rev. Edlward Sheffield bring 
tbhe Intvoductory Message at Bellview Ohurch :on Frid:1y, Octo. 
her 23, 1959. 

> > 

Resrpectirfully submitted, 
Sister Lucille Steward 

Rev. W. H. Horn ___ _ 
Bro. Henry M. Bellflower 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT 
' > 

Trhe program !phns given !below are proposed for the 73·rd 
annual Sess:on of the Martin F11eewill Baptist Association, to 
be held with Benv,iew Chuvch .on 1Fdday, October 23, 1959, and 
Pilgram Home Chur.ch on Saturday, October 24, 1959. 

FRIDAY· SESSION OCTOBER 23, 1959 
Friday Morning, 10:00 A. M.-

.Song Services oondducted by Rev. B. W. Clenney and 
Sister Shi:r1ey Olenney · · 

· · A:ssembley of Bod1y d'or Worship by Modev:ttor 
Devotional Rev. '.Dom Henry 
Welcome Address Bro. Oharles Brown 
Response Rev. Drew Floyd 

10:30 A.M.
Moderators Message 
Appointment of Credential Committee and Reading Cler~ 
Call for •corresponding Church J.etter,s composing this Body 
Re:1ding and adoption of all 'letters and seating De}egate~ 
Recess for Introductory Message and refres•hments 

11:00 A.M.-
Message Rev. Edward :Sheffield 
Noon hour 

Friday Afternoon, 1 :30 P. M. 
Devotional Rev. J. J. Scott 
Renewal of· call for correspondence 
RoU o:1H for -Ministe~s 
Call for Petitionary Letters 
GaH for Oorrespondents from ,Sister A,ssociations and the 

rig,ht hand of Christian feUowship iby Moderator 
14 
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.Aippointment of s€ssiont:ll committee ·Program, Disburs€-
; ment, Finance and Nominating'--

Appointment of Delegates to Sister Associations 
· Miscellaneous busines,s. and recess until Saturo:1y 

Service Friday night led by our young· people 
Devotional Bro. Larry Powell 
Message Rev. J. B. Lovering 

SATURDAY SESSION 
Saturilav Morning, 9 :30 A. M .. -

. 
' 

Song- service conducted bv Rev. H. L. Catrett 
DPvotion:ll Rev. I~aac Mn~·g-rmre 
W:eloome Adilres·s· Rev. WiHie Hilburn 
Re"roonse Rev. Lewis Batchelor 
c~n to order bv Morlerator · 
Rea.nin,Q'. corrPI"tion ann adoniJion of fir!'tt days 
,}?Pn~>owal of c::~ll f:or oorr~~vondenoe •3nd visitors 
GaH for committee repor·ts 

Minutes 

11:00 A.M.-
1\lfo·""~(Ye To ibe 8upplied 
N:oon hou·r 

1:30 P.M .. -
Devotional Rev. C. A. GiLbert 
Renewal of call for Committee reports 
Report of Nomin:1ting Committee W!hose duty it is to make 

se1edion of place of next Session of the Association and 
the Introductory Mes•sell!ger. 

Report of Fina:nce Committee 
Report of Program Committee 
Miscellaneous business 
Election of Officers 
Report of Treasure 
.Aippointment of New Committees 
Completion of ·311 unfinished business 
Adjournment. 

Resvectfully sumlbitted, 
Rev. Edlwrurd Sheffield 

' 

Si,ster B. W. Clenney 
Sister J. J. S.cott 

MINUTES OF THE MARTIN F. W. B. UNION MEETING 
Rev. W. C. Windham was ordained at the Session of Janu

ary 1958, at Highway Ohu:roh. 
15 
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.. -UNION MEETING TREASURE REPORT 
Money Received: 

Union Meeting at Hig:hway Chu11dh --------------- $ 71.00 
Union Meetjng at Pilgrims Home Ghu11c:h· ___________ 80.00 
Union Meeting at New_ Salem Chureh _____ · · _ 65.00 
Union Meeting at Mouhe·r Home Church --·---~--- -68.00 . . - . 

'Dotal Received --~~---~ · -------------- - __ _ $284.00 

Disbursements: 
December 28, 1957 :" · · · ·· ·- . · 
Rev. E. C. Morris __________ _: __ :__-_ _ _:_~-~ · --~----..:. ______ $21.35 
Sister ·· John·· Hailey . --~-~---~-----:..._:. ________ :______________________ 21.3 5 
iSister Carol Brown -.:..::~~----~.: _____ · · · · ----~---------· 9.15 
Sister C. A. Lane· · :...:..· --------------------------- 9.15 
Moderator & Clerk fee -----~-_: __ . --=--- ____ __________ 10.00 

Total Paid De-cem.ber -28, 1957-~~----~---··.-'----------~- $71.00 
' :Ma~ah ·29., .1958.: · · · - _ . _ · · . · · 
Rev. E. C.· Morris -~-~~-------------- . . ------------~-cc $24.50 
Sister John Bailey ---------- _ _::__: · · _ -~ _ 24.50 
Sister Carol Brown ______ --------- _________ · -____ 10.50 
Sister C. A. Lane ------~-_.,...._. ___ ------,---------- .. 10.50 
Moderator & Clerk _ · · --·--------- _ 10.00 

Total Paid March 29, 1958 ----------~------~--- $80.00 

June 28, 1958: · 
Rev. E. C. Morris ------------------~----- · · · .... ____ $19.25 

_ .. _ Sis1te,r John BaHey ---c------------------------------- _____ __ 19.25 
·. Sister Carol Brown _ '---------~_; ___ ._ ____________________ · · 8.25 
· · · ·· Sister C. A.· Lane -------------------- ---------------· _________ 8.25 

Moderator & Clerk -----'----------------~------------------ 10.00 
Total Paid Out June 28, 1958 --'-'C---~----·-------------- $65.00 

August 30, 1958: 
Rev. E. C. Morris ------------------------- ------·------------- $13.30 
Sister Jdhn Bailey __ ·-·--------------- ------------------- 13.30 
Sister C. A. Lane _____________ ---"---------------------------- 5. 70 
St:1te Ass~o·ci a ti on "------------------------------------------------· . 10.00 
Pa:-inting of Minutes ____ --------------------------- -10.00 
Moderator & Clerk ____ ________ ---------------------- 10.00 

Tota~l PaidOut AQgust 30, 1958 _______________ $68.09 

Grand ~o:tal Paid Out ----------------C------------------------·---------- $284.00 
Ba~lance Brought Forward --------------------- -------------------- $ 00.00 

• • 

• 

On A:ugust 30, 1958 the Union Meeting sent an offering to/ I . 
the Childrens Home of $26:67. 

· · Rev; Drew Floyd', Moderator 
Bro. J.- R. ·-McNe.a~se, Clerk 
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UNION MEETING NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
We the Nominating Committee re:commend Rev. Edward 

Sheffield :f:or Moderator •:lnd Bro. Richard MeN ease for Clerk. 
We :further recommend that the Union Meeting convene 

with the :f:ollowing Ghu11ches: 
First Session----------------------------- New Home No. 2 Church 
Second Session1 -------------------------------------- Thompson Church 
Third Session ------------------------------------ Ever Green Church 
Fourth Session ------------------------------------ Mt. Glory Churc:h 

Resped:f:ully. Submitted 
Bro. Emmett Houston, Rev. J. J. 
Scott and Sister C. A. Gilbert 

UNION MEETING PROGRAM FOR 195t 
F1rst Session: New Home No.2 Ohu11ch: 

Devotional --------------------------------- Sister Edw·:t.rd Sheffield 
Welcome Address ----------------------------- Bro. Oneal Cumby 
Response ------------------------------------------------ Bro. T. D. Carter 
Business 
11 O'clock Message ------------------------------ Rev. C. A. Gilbert 
Lunch 
Afternoon Devotiona-l --------~---------------- Sister Joe PoweU 
Talk -----------------------· ____ ---------------------- Sister J. H. FTeeman 
Adjourn 

Second Session: ']hompson Church 
Devotional _________________ _. ________________________ Bro. Collie Addison 
Welcome Address -------------------------- Sis1ter Edgm· Smith 
Response ------------------------------------------ Sister AndTew Smith 
Business 
11 O'clock Message ------------------------------ Rev. J. B. Lovering 
Lunch 
Afternoon Devotional ------------------------------ Sister J. J. Scott 
Talk------------------------------------------------------ Rev. Isaac Musgrove 
Adjourn · ·· 

Third Session: Evergreen Churc:h 
.Devotional ------------------------------------------ Bro. Leroy Kirkland 
Welcome Address ----------~---------------!Sister Sadie M:t.e Holt 
Response -----------------------C----------------- Sister Ohester Gilbert 
Business 
11 O'clock Mes:sage ------------------------------ Rev. Roy R·oberts 
Lunch 1 

Afternoon Devotional ------------------ __ Bro. Edgar Smith 
Talk ------------------------------·---------------------- Sister Drew Floyd 

. Adjourn 
18 
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-·~·--------------------------------. 

Fourth Ses1sion: Mt. Glory Ohurch 
1 Devotional _____ ----------------------- Bro. Emmett Houston 

We1come Address ______ ---,--------- Sister Ethel Newberry 
Response _ ---------------'------ _Sister Willie Lane 
Business 
11 O'clock Message ------------------ Rev. Edward Sheffield 

·Lunch 
Afternoon Devotional -------------------- Sister Lee Roy Johnson 
Talk _____ ______ __________ _ ___ Bro. Dock Kelly 
Adjourn 

Respectfully Sulbmitted 
'f.he Program Committee 
Sister Emmett Houston, Sister J. R. 
McNease, ·Bro. J. R. McNease 

• 
< 

MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
Session 1 

. a'he Ministers Conference wiH be held on Friday night 
before the fifth Sunday in November •at New Home No. 2 
Ohurch. 

' 

Devotional ----------- ----------------------- Bro. Dock Kelly 
Welcome Address------------------------------ Bro. Neal Cumbie 
Response ---------------------------·---------------- Bro .. Robert Boyd 
Business 
Message --------------------------------------- Rev. Ls•aac Musgrove 
Refreshments ____________ Rev. C. A. GHhert, Rev. Drew Floyd . 

Session 2·. 
The Ministers Conference will ibe held1 on Friday ni&4ht 

before the fifth Sunday in March at Thompson Church. 

• 

Devotional ------------------------------------------ Bro. Buck Grimes 
Welcome Address --------------------------- Bro. John Richardson 
Response ----------------------------------------------------- B110. Willie Lane 
Business 
Mes,sage --------------------·-------------------- Rev. Edtward Sheffield 
Refreshments _________ Rev. C. A. Gilbert, Rev. Drew Floyd 

Session 3 
The Ministers Conference will be held! on Friday night 

before the fifth Sunday in May at Evergreen Ohuroh. 
Devotional ------------------------------- Bro. Joe Bob Barnett 
Weloome Address______ --------------- · ___ Bro. J .. B. Holt 
Response ---------------------------·---------·----- Sister AJbbie Calhoun 
Business 
Message -·---·--------·------------------.. - ---------- Rev. B. W. Olenney 
Refreshments --·--·- ____ Rev. C. A. Gilbert, Rev. Drew Floyd 

19 
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Session 4 
, The Ministers Conference will be held on Friday night 

before tlhe fif:bh .S]inday in August at Mt. Glory Ohwrch. 
,"-: ,. ,..--···. . ''•, . 

,,, , Devotioru::tl. ~-----~--~--~------------------------------------ Bro. Bill Wade 
· ,,. , Welcome Address ------------------------------ Bro. Dave Newberry 

, ,, Response -------~---------· -------~-------------------------- Bro. J. W. Nix 
Business . 

,, , , , ··Message ~----------~---~------- ________________________ Rev. J. B. Lovering 
· - Refreshments ---~------~-Rev. C. A. Gilbert, Rev. Drew Floyd 

Moderator ____ .. _______________ .. _, ______ Rev. L. D. Scott, Brinson, Ga. 
Ole.rk ---------------------------~----------- Bro. Edgar Smith, Colquitt, Ga. 
Program Committee ____ Rev. J. J. Scott, Bro. Emmett Houston 

-' j • -- ' • 

•, 

•' . . . . . -·~ 

CONSTITUTION OF MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 
Se·eing the need of greater love, fellowSihip and under

standing among our Ministers, also the unifying of our visiom 
and :working forg1reater coopemtion, we do hereby ordain and 
establish .1Jhis •constitution. 

1. Name: This ,shall be known as t'he "Ministerial Con
ference of Martin Assock1.:tion of Original Free Wirll Baptist." 

. . ' - . 

' ~ 2. We adopt the Treatise of faith and p:mctice 'of the 
National As:soci::ttion of Free Will Bapti<st as our stand1ard to 
look to and pray [or the ·day when we may be more united. 

. - - - . . . 
· .· 3. The officers of :the Minister's Conference tShall consist 

of:,:l Moderator; Assistant ·Moderator, Clerk , and Assistant 
Clerk and dther officers as may be deemed necessary. 

' 4. The o£ficers shaH be elected on nomination by acchma· 
tion at ea·ch annu::ti session. ' 
,·',, 5. This Conference sthall be composed of all ordained and 
licensed Minister.s and Dc;acons in good st:mding of the Martin 
A:stSociatiori~ . 

. . 6. The Clevk shall ibepaid $5.00 per annum f{)t prcseiv:ng 
·:ind editing the minutes of the Conference. 

' - . ' 

7. The Ministers Oonference is not a court to try nor to 
air :out the faults of the Ministem and De:tcons. If they are in 
good st:md:ing with the Martin As:ociation, they are in good 
standing with the Minis:ters Conference. 'Ehis is to be a meet
ing. of fellOIWship, ioopiration and brotherly love~ 

8. Any other minister:s and deacons who are in g"Ood st::tnd
ing with the Free Wi11 Baptist Church will be accepted as ihon- / 
orary members when vi1siting with the Conference. 

9. This Constitution m:xy be amended or altered at any 
meeting by two-thirds majority voting. 

20 
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TREASURER'S REPORT . 
ASSEITS: 

Brulalllce on Hand __________________________________________ c ____ $ · 50.00 

Received from Association ____ _ ------------------ 321.50 
Received from Union Meeting ____ ------------------------ 10.00 
Received from 1\finiiters Oonference ---------------------- 10.00 

Total._ ______ ----------- ----------------- $391.50 

DISBURSEMJEN'DS: 
Moderator ---------------------------------------------------------- $ 15.00 
<:)lerlc ----------------------------------------------------- . 25.()0 
State A'ssoC:iation ___ ___ _____ ----------------- 20.00 
National Association______ -------------------------------- 5.00 
Delegates1 Etxpense to National Association -~--~---- 20.00 
Minutes ______ -------------~ _ __:_:__ ------------~------------ 155.00 

·· State Secretary ------------------'-~--------------------------- 20.30 
Local Superannuation Boa~d ----------------------------------- · 35.52 

- Local Promotion Board ---------~-:_________________________ ____ 22.84 
Mis,Sii on Board _____________ j_________________________ ______________ ____ 22.84 
Retain in Treasury __________ :_: _______ c __ c__________ _ ____________ 50.00 

DOCTRINAL VIEWS 

1. ·We 'believe that the Holy Bible was. written by men divinely 
inspired and is :a treasure of HeaJvenuy instruction that ihas a God 
for its author, salvation for its • end and truth without mixture of 
error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will 
'judge us, .and therefore, it shall. remain with .us to the end of time, 
the true center of Christian union and the supreme standard to which 
all human conduct and opinion should conform. 

' 

·_ ··_ · 2. That there is :but one true God, whose name i:s Jehovah the 
maker and ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpressively glorious in holi
ness, worthy of all possible honor, confidence oand love, revealed in 
the personal distinction of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, equal in 

· -every divine perfection, and executing distinct but harmonious offices 
in the great work of redemption. . . 

• • 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness under the laws 
of his Maker, but by voluntary transgression fell from that holy and 
happy- state, in consequence of which men are sinners, not iby con
straint, ibut 1by choice, <being ~Y nature utterly void of that holiness 
r2quired by the law of God, wholly given to the gratification of the 
world; of Satan ·and their sinful passions· and therefore under just 
condemnation to eternal ruin, without defense or excuse. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace through the 
. meditation of tihe Son of God, Wlho took upon· him our nature; yet 

without sin honored <the law ·by His persoiJJal obedience, and made 
atonement for sin by His death; !being dcen from the -dead, He ·is 
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now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful pers,on the 
tender sympathies with divine perfection, in every way qualified to 
be a suitable compassionate and all sufficient Savior. 

5 ... That the great gospel . blessings which Christ of His fullness 
bestows on such as believe on Him is justification; that justification 
consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal life upon princi
.ples of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of any
ithing which we have done, but solely through His own righteousness 
an:l. atonement, and that it brings us into a state of most blessed 
peace and favor with God. 

G. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the 
Ccspel; that it is immediate duty of all to receive them· by a 

· cprdial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of 
the greatest sinner on earth but his own voluntary refusal to s<U!bmit 
to the Lord Jesus Christ whicl?,.results will subject Him to aggravated 
t:ondemnation. 

'7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated or born 
again. That regeneration consists of giving a holy disposition to the 
mind, and is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the 

. '. -

pc•wer of the Holy Spirit producing a voluntary obedience to the Gos-
if:=l; an:l that its proper evidence is found in the holy fruits which we 
bring forth to God. 

- ··B. That. election is the .gracious _purpose oLGod, according to 
v:hiclf He-regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners. That being .'per
fectly consistent with ·the free agency of: man, it comprehends all 
1neans with the end, that it is a most glorious display of God's gocid
nc:ss, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly excludes 
boasting and promotes humility, prayer, . praise, trust in. God, and 
active imitation of His free mercy; that 1t €ncourages the use of meoans 
in the highe;;t degrEe; ·tha;t it is the foundation of ChriSitian assu:ronce, 
and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves, demands and deserv-. . ' . . ' ' 

es our utmost diligence. 

9. That the preserving attachment of true believers to Christ the 
grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that 
a ~pecial providence watches over their welfare and that they are 
kept by the powerof God through faith unto salvation. 

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule of His - . 
government; that it is holy, just and good, that the inability which the 
Scripture ascribe. to fallen man to fulfill the precepts arise entirely 
from their love of sin to deliver them from which and to restore them · 
through a me.dia:tor ;to unfe1gned obedience to the Holy law is one 
design . of the Gospel and . the means of groce connected with the 
establishment of the visib1e ohuvch. 1 

· 11. That the first day of the week is the Lord's day of Christian 
Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to ·religious purposes 'by ab
staining from all securlar labor and recreation by the direct· observ-
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anc.e of a11 means of grace, both pu:b1ic .:and priva.lte, and pr.epare for 
the rest which remains for the people of God. 

' 12·. That civil government is of divine appointment for the· in
.. terest of order of human society; that the magistr-ates are to ,be prayed 
for· oonsicientiously; hono;red a<nd :obeyed in all things not oonlt:mry to 
the will of our lord Jesus · Christ, who is the Lord of •consicence and 

I Prince of the kings of the earth. 

13. That there is a vadical •atnd essentilal difference >between the 
r1ghteous and wicked, and that such only are justified by faith in .the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and is sanctified by the spirit of God 
'as are truly righteous in His esteem while all such as continue in im
penitence and unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and under the curse 
and this distinction holds good among men, both in and after death. 

14. That the end of this world is approaching when Christ will 
descend from the Heaven and raise the dead from their graves to 
final <retribution, that solemn sepal'a:tion wm fuen •take p1a:ce, the 
righteous •being adjudged to ·everlasting happiness and the wicked to 
endless punishment and 'h1s judgement wi:H forever fix the final state 
of men in He<aven or Hell on prindples ·of righteous:Il!es•s. John 5:25; 
Ma·tt. 25:31; 41:46. 

ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUM 
1. The Association shall be called ·to Ol'der by the moderator 

elected last session . 
. 2. This Association shall be opened :and •cllosed with prayer. 

3. The moderator :and olerk shall <officiate Unlthl <their successors . 
are elected. 

. . -. - . ' 

4. It shall be the duty of the modera•tor 1o •oaM the meeting to 
order, to see that order is .preserved, receiv·e and submit.1all questions 
to the body. He shall have the privilege of speaking hut must call 
upon some other. brother ·to preside in his p1ruce w:hile speaking. He 
sham not have the rigM <to V10te ·unJess body is eqoolly divided, 
when he may cast the deciding vote . 

. 5. The members presen't sh;a:U be enro]led and 1:heir names oa1!led 
as oft-en a;s necessary. 

6. '.Dhe majority. of the members present shall rule in oases, ex
cept upon admission of new churches, which. shaH · require <a un
amious vote. 

7. No :member sh:a.U a.bs.ent himself from the house without leave 
fl'Om the moderator, and no member shall leave 'th·e as<sociation wtih
out the consent of the body. 

8. All business Slha<ll :be brought before the body by a: mov.e and 
second and shalli be disposed of ac·cording to good usage. 

· 9. No person shaLl be allowed to speak more than .three times 
on .the same subje.C't nor more ·than fifteen minutes ead1 time without 
permission f.rom the body. 

23 
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. 10. No pe11oon~sha]l be distu11bed whHe speaking un1ess lhe departs 
fl1om lthe ~subjeat ~nd it wm •be necessary rto lcJall him to order. 
. , · 1L . Orllly one pel1Son shall he ;aUowed to speak a:t a time and .!he 
must ris'e 'to his feet a:nd address the· moderator and must not use 
abusive 'ltanguq.ge .or personal reflection ~on !llny one without 1being 
su!bject to a ~a'H to order by ·the moderator, · .... 

12. It shall he 1he duty of 'the· Olerk .'to :keep a . minu'te of ~the 
procE:leding:s and .r~ead rthe. same when ~called upon, to be corrected at 
the discr.etion of the body, and slhall ,prepare 1the minutes for publica:-. - . . . . ' . - . - - -- ' . . 

tion, unless. the assoocia tion . shall ,appoint some'D!11e 'for fua~t purpose. 
- . ' - - . . . . - . . . -· 

He shall keep all books and I>apers belonging to the association and 
r~ead tlhe same when o11dered to do so, and slha;U have such compenm-

. - . . 

tion foor his serviees as ;the 'association may ,pves,cribe. · 
' ' 

13 .. It shall be the duty of the ~corresponding secretary to carry 
on correspondence by writing to pevson3 belonging to other 'associa
tio!liS of like faith· in any way that would be Jikely to create interest 
in this assoda'iion for its. promotion and well being. . . 

14. !1t tShaU be .the duty of tile treasure to keep all money. com-
mitted to him by the assodation, and to keep an account of ll"eceipts 
and ~expenditUDes, make a report ,a,t every association if ~called upon, 
pay out money when ordered to do so by the association, and shall re
ceive such compensation as the ass,odation may pres~cribe. 

·15. No Church shall libeDate any member to preach the Gospel 
unless· he has· held membership in the Ohurch for ·at· 'least twelve 
.nonths; and no minister who comes from 'another denomination be 
libel'ated until· he has been examined by the Oroaining Oouncil and 
received· Credentials bea~ring their approval. . 

16. These rules of de~corum may be amended at the discretion 
of the a~sociation. 

· CHURCH DECORUl\1 
. •.• 1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last r<!gular 
conference in association year; .. oar if they prefer it . may choose a 
pastor for an indefinite length of time to continue from year to year 
as .long as .they deem it proper to ke,ep up the ,c.onnection; 

·2. When it becomes necessary, a pas,tor may be chosen at another 
. time; but if the choice be made at a special conference, the time must 
be appointed at a monthly meeting .of the chureh. 

3. The pastor shall be the modeDa,tor of the church, but when 
he is absent or do~es not sit as moderator, ~being present, some suita
ble brother shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. The~re shall be two ~or more deacons in the church whose duty 
it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of fue con
tributions made by the church •for the pastor, etc., nnd to distribute 
the bread and wine in the administ11ation o!f the 'Lore's supper. 1 

5. The deacons shall 'take ·no,tic,e of such members ru; refuse or 
neglect to partake of the. Lord's supper and endeavor to asc,evtain the 
cause, that the s:ame may be laid befOl'e the church in conference if 
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• necessary. 
. 6. .Some suitable member shall be appoint.ed clerk and it sha111: be 

his duty to do ·all ;the recording and other writing pertaining to the 
business of the ohurch .and to preserve a file of the minutes .of the 
ass·Ocia tion. 

7. When a new derk is appointed all the 1books, eltc. belonging !00 
the clerk shall be immediately delivered •to him by his predecessor . 

• 

· 8. When a churoh deemls it necessary, a cm:nmitttee of· no-t less 
than thr.ee male members welil 1acquainted witlh business, slhall be 
appoiiJited, who·se duty it shall be to give 'advice ·to brethren who 
apply to ·them relative to cases of dealings and etc. · 

9. '11h·e 'Ohuvch shaH ho1d <two .d•ay;s me·etings mon:thly, embl'ladng 
Saturday and the Lord's day following ·the first of which sh.aJl be the 
regu1ar time of conference. 

10. It <ShaH be the duty of every member, mal·e or femaJ·e, to at
tend each conference meeHng if they can, for on· that day Jbhe pastor 
is e.x;pected to instruct the chur<ch in special maooer by giving plain 
and pointed les:sooo on doctrine, discipline and the rule of holy living. 

11. Any ma1e member, w'ho shall :flail to att·end tihree successive 
oonferenoes, and any member wlla~tever who m,ay be generel!ly remiss 
in attending the meetings of the chul'ch •aJccording •to the covenant 
(Article 10), &haU be cited to appear in •conference and answer for 
his neglect, but the church may exempt members f>rom this rU!le if 
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17. No member .sihahl~be e:Jepelled uroess he .bias been cited verbally . 
or in -writing to attend his trial; provided his residence be known to 
the church, If a minhter be gui'lty of unchristian ·oonduct, he may be 
dealt with just a.s.any other member, •by his church, ~nd must be re
ported to 'the Ordaining Goundl and they may silence him for a 
period- of. time or indefinitely, as ttthey see. fit. .. ~. . - .. .. . . 

.18. ·. When_-.a witness, not a member of the ,cfrlurch, is introduced, 
he shiaR not be. eX!amined till 1ihe question !has been put to tlhe church: . . . . . . . . . . ' . 

'.'Willl you he•ar 1the testamony of this wi!tness?" - . . . . ' . 

·19 .. 'Dhe evidence in every c.ase of:dealing and acknow:.Ledgemoot 
shall be minuted in 1ihe church . book. . 

· · . 20. Members dismissed from 'the churCh by letter who becOme 
disol"derly or •continue to ihold 'tlheir letters without ~ good reason, 
shaH be cited to the -conference to •answer fo·r ttiheir conduct. 
· 21. . Expelled :members may be restor·ed to fellowship on their 
petition if their wrulk since expulsion has convinced the church that 
they ihav.e sincereJ.y repented of their former .evil conduct. 
·' 22. A votte shall not be take'll!,upon any question with·out a move 
:and .a second, and in a'1l important questions the vote shall be taken 
by rising. to fu.e :feet. · , 
.·. · ·· 23. No motion shall be made while ·a move and second is before 
the conference. • 

' . . 
24. · It shall be cons1dered disorderly for any member to ahsent 

· himselif d'rom conference wihEm an imporbant question is ,to ·be decided; 
bui a ·member, upon his request, may be e:xiempted from v·otirig on 
either· side in peculiar cases. · · · ·.· ' 

; · · 25. -~No· member sha:ll 1eave the house during oonf.erence without 
a su:l)ficient caus•e, nor engage in conversation or Wlhisrpering without 
being subject to be cailed 1o order by the moderetor. 

. . 

26; · All discussions in con1ference must be conducted with oalniness 
and good fe~eling; th.ose who speak must rise to •their feet ·and addresS 
the moderator, and keep to the point in de>ba•te. · 
·• . 27; ·No on~ sha:ll spe·ak mon! than 'three times on the same motion 
without permission from the moderator, nor shaH ·the •remarks of any 
one be unreasonably long. . ' .. ' ' 
.. -·~ ' 

· 28. When •the moderator speaks in deba·te he must nominate some 
• j • • 

brethren moderator in his stead . 
' 

29. No one shaH ·be interrupted while speaking unless it is neces-
. . ' . . . 

sary to call him to order .. 
. 

30. . It sha'1l be the rule of the church to attend to the administra-
. . 

tion of the Lord's supper and foot washing at ·lera.st four times a year, 
. ' . . . 

and the eX!Pens.Es are to be paid by .the church . 
. ' . . 

31. Members not in good :standing. s:haU not commune, but. the i 

administration sha!ll not be deferred on account of any ordi111ary matter 
of dealing. ,, . 

32. Public fasting,, humiHation .and prayer sihal:l be obs.erved on 
·26 . 
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• 
• proper occaswns. 

• 
33. It shall be the duty of the pastor to take up collections quart-

erly for the support of the home mission work. 
34. It shall: be the duty of ea:ch church to appoint a committee to 

revise the church book once a year . . 
35. This decorum may be .altered or ·amended by •the vote of .two

thirds of the members present at any two successiv·e lllliOnthly con
ferences. 

ARTICLES .OF FAITH 
1. · THE SCRIPTURE. The Scripture ()f the Old and New Testa

ments were givEn by t:he inspiration of God, .and are .. binrling on all as 
our only rule of faith and practice. There 1s only one living and true 

. . . 
God, infinite in ·aLl of His attribut-es;. the Creator, Preserver and Gov-
ernor of 1the Universe, revealed to us in the Scriptures as Father, Son 
and Spirit. 

2. CHRIST. He is God manifest in the !flesh, being in His divine 
nwture tme, God, in His human nature true man, U)lited in I!Jhe ~er
son of Messiah as the mediator f()r ·the redemption of the world. 

' 

. 3 .. THE HOLY SPIRIT. He possesses all personal divine attributes 
belonging to the Reformer, Comforter and Sanctifier orf men. 

4. DIVINE PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE. The purposes of God 
are eternal .and immutable, and His Wise and Holy Providence is over 
all things to secure His OTiily glory and the highest welfare rof all crea-

' tures. 
5. ORJIGINAL STATE AND FALL OF MAN. Man was created 

upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin ·and condenmation. 
All his pos·terity inherits his d:a:li1en nature, which is cherished by in~ 
dulgence so all who come to yearrs of moral .arccountibility, sin and 
oome short of the glory . of God. 

6. THE ATONEMENT. Christin His great compassion offered 
Himself as :a sacrifice in our stead, and those by His life, suffering and 
death, made an atonement whrch is full and free to aLI, and opens the 
only way to salvation. 

7. GRACE. No one •oan by his own work merit, obtain salvation · 
which is wholly of the grace of God, and through which rall spiritual 
blessings are bestowed upon us. · 

8. CONDI'DION OF SlALVATION. These .are repentances imply
ing Godly ~orrow fQir open conc.Essions and other renunications of sin, 
faith or ·the unres·erv,ed committal of the mind and heart to receive, 
obey :and trust in Ohris1t, regenevation by the HoJ.y Spirit, whereby the 
soul is fr·eed ·from th·e dominion of ISiri and b!'ought in1to the glorious 
liberty of the children of God. 

9. EL.ElCiriON. God has not fixed the futuve state of m•an .by 
any uncinditio,na:l de•cree, but det•ermined from the beginning to save 
·all who could comply with the conditions of salvation. 
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10. PRJESERVANOE. None will ·be finra!Lly s1aved but those who, . . 

through _,gmce; preserv.e in 'holiness. 
11. SALVATION F~E. God desires the salvation of a11, ·the Gos

-pel invites all the Holy Spirit strives with taU, and :whosoever will, 
may come and take of the water of life freely. 
- · 12. ·. '!1HE FREEDOM OF THE WlliL. The human will is not con-. . . 

tro.Ued by 'any factall necessity or external force, but is free and self
determined, !having power ·00 y1eld to <gl1adous influences or resist 
them rand perish. 

13. GOSPEL ORDINANOES. Baptism or the immersion of believ
ers in :wwter, and the Lord's supper are ordinances to be perpetuated 
under <tihe Go-spel or univers1a•l obligation and to be administered to all 
true belivers. 

14. THE S'AIBBATH. The <Christian Sabbath is a divine institu
tion binding oil! all, and should be observed by abstaining ·from all .·. . . -
secular business, amusements· and consecrated to the worship of God 
and to spiritual improvement. . . 

15. THE RESURlRiECfl'ION. Final judgment and fina·l retribution . . . - . . 

:..:.;Christ wHl mak·e His s'econd 'appearance at the end of the world, 
when the ·dead will be ·Daised, ihe judgmerut will set, the righteous . 

' . . ' 

willl be re-ceived to e•ternal blessedness, and the wic~ed banished 
to ·endless suffering. 

GOVERNMENT. AND ORDINANCES 

1.- We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of Christ is a 
congregation of Christians constituted and gov.erned according to the 
rules laid down in the New Testament. 

-- . · 2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of gov~ 
ernment and ordinances of the firut Christian churches, and to be 
composed ·of baptised believers in Ohirst. 

3. Tha<t the visible church is the .aggregate or whole number of 
Gospel churches, and tha·t the invisible church is composed of the re
deemed now in Heav·en; and of such Christians now on earth as are 
not attached to .llie visible; a•ccording to the Go·spe'l. rules . 

4. That the establishment· of a central or Catholic government 
over the visible church or •any part •thereof is a device of e•arthly am
bition repu~ant t•o the· word ·of God and subsersive to the chlll'Ches 
and dangerous to the liberHes of men. · 

5. That· the Gospe•l. ·churches are the edesiastical bodies or 
tribunatls au!horized by ·the Scripture; that each church has the un
restricted right to adminis•ter its owa government wH:hout supervision 
or interfereTIJce, being under Chvist essentially independent and abso
lute .and ·that if this right is surrendered ·to a superintending juTis
diction by de1e·gation or otherwise the assembly ceases to be a gospel ; 
church. 

6. That churches may nevertheJ.ess, meet by delegates, from an 
association and dedare the terms ·upon . which they ·.viii keep up a 
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friendly correspondence but that the rights and authority of the 
churches being inalienable are in no wise •compromis·ed by or hmder
ed."iby entering into an association, therefore associatiolliS have no 
s·hadow of authority ov·er churches or individua'ls, their only powers 
being to tra:nsact business which does not ·pert•ain.to churches in 1:heir 
eclesiastic.al •capadty, or to promote mutual intercourse and concen
t:ro:ti:on of vo'lnntary effort, and •to give that advice to murohes which 
might with equal authority be given by an individual. 

· 7. That t:he authority of churches oare designated for the per
petuation of the true religion of the GospEJ. .and fur rthe preservaltion 
of a pure and orderly body of Christians on earth, that is fully suf
fient for the purpose intended, but it does not extend to .the person's 
property or consciences .of men in any rose whatever. . 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith. in 
Christ and obedience to the Gospel, that fai!th in Christ necessarily 
exists in •connedion with •the beli-ef in the fundamental truths of 
Christianity, and to prescribe any other requisites of church member
ship is an assumption on the part of the -church and a departure from 
the plan of the Gospel. 

9. That the officers of the church are elders and deacons; that 
elders are also oalled bishops or pastors; that .all elders are equal in 
rank; though they may perfonn different functions since some may be 
bishops or pastors of a particular church, while others may .be simply 
elders, having .no pastoral charge. 

10. That the .authority ()If .a minister of the Gospel extends to 
teaching, exhortation .and rebuke, but no further, rthat he oan not 

· perform any ad Wlhich ·belongs to the authority of the church, such 
as the reception of members into 1the church compiac•t, of ·the expu'l
sion 10f offenders, that as member of :the church he is no more than 
any other member, and if he is guiHy of trans·gression he is to be 
brought to ~rial before his brethren -and convic'ted or acquitted in the 
same manner as if he were a private person; yet we think it prudent 
and proper to call in advisory he1p, ·especiailly if the minister is to 
be. tried upon a charge of her·es.ay. · 

11. Tha1t Ohristian baptism is the immersion of a· beliewr in 
'water in the name of the Father, Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

. . . ' 

12. That •the Lord's supper is an ordinance tro be observed in the 
church till ,the Lord comes. 

13. The elders and deac·o.ns must be set .apart to rtheir oflfioe by 
ordination, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and pray-. . 

er, without which they ar.e not authorized to .administer the ordi-
nances pertaining to .their respective offices. 

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION 

1. A church proper in its l-owest sense is .a body Olf Christians 
united .and congregated to•gether for the puz,pose of worshiping God 

29 

I 

)-

I 

I 



! 

' ' ' 
: f:' : 
i· ,i ' 

. ' 
' 

. ' . 'I ' 
.I ' 

; ·i ! 

' ' ' 
• 

I 
I 
! 

' i ',, 

: ! 
' 

' 
. I' 

.··: 

i 

; 
' 

. ' ' . 
. ' . ' 

' . . 
' ' . ' 

I 

I 
I 
1 

! 

I' ! 
. ' I . 
' 

! 

• I , 
. I 

-:!! 
' . I , 

. I I 
.· I i 
. ' ' . I : 
' ' i 

. I 

II 
!-: ! 
'I ' I . 

I i 
I i 
I 

. i 
I I • 
" i 

' ! ; 
' . 

·' I 
' 

I 
' . 

"; : 
I 

, ; I ., . i 
\ ·I,; ' 

I ' 

I 

I 
\. 

and 'promoting His cause, and in which the Gospel is regularly. · 
preached; the ordina.nces duly administ•ered and the principles of 
holiness encouraged and practieed .. Each church or body. thus funn
ed is .a separate part thereof and indenpendent in itsel!f; possessing 
.the right . to direct its own affairs in its. own way, subject only in 
cerba,in difficult cases to arbitrate by ~sister churches. Such churches 
may, however, unite in associational capacity for. purposes. of more 
thorough ~organization, ,efficient work and fur general and mutual 
go·od o,f .all without surrendering any ·of their individua'l rights. There
fore, the dlUrches hereinafter mentioned l'esolve themselves into a 
body eclesiastic to lbe known as the Martin Associa,tion of Free Wihl 
Baptist which shall meet annually at such time •and p'lace as may be 
agreed upon by the body a:t its annual meeting. 

2. The association, when assembled, sha'll be oomposed · of all 
ministers of ·the assod!lltion, both ordained and -licentiates, and the 

- .. - . : . 
delegates or messengers chosen by the sev,era'l: .churches from tune to 
time for that ,purpose. 

3. The number of delegates to be determined by the membership 
of the respectiv·e churches. To simplify •this we will state that any , 
church is entitled to two de;legat·es, it matters not how few members 
it may have. That after it has a.ttained fiHy members it shaN then be 
entitled to one more delegate to every twenty-five members or frac
tional part thereof, until it has reached one hundred; then .for every 
fifty, or fractional part thereof and go on i,ncreasing in its ratio to 
any number. 
t - • " ' 

4. The officers of th~ As·sociation shaU . consist of a moderator, 
clerk and treasurer to be chosen annualJJ.y for the :next year and 
to be elected by ba;Not or anyway the Association deems proper. 

·. · 5. ·It shaU be the duty of the moderator to preside over the body 
during the session for which he is elect,ed, call the session ~to order, 
enforce the rules of the deoorum, decide all questions of discipline, 
and· in cas.e of a tie, to cas1t the deciding vote. 

. . 

6. It shrall be the duty of the clerk to ke-ep an accurate record of 
the busine~s t11a:nsactions of .the association, superintend the printing 
of· the minutes and draw on the tre1asurer for the funds to discharge 
the exp:nse of the same: He shaH hold ·office until his successor is 
elected· and installed, ~and shall veceive such compensa·tio.n fur his ser
vices as ·the association may deem proper to allow. 

7. There. ·shall be an exe-cutive committee of discreet brethren. 
appointed annually by the moderator, or elected by the body who . . 

shall properly be the association in recess, and whose duty may be 
more fully defined from time to time by the association. The treasur
er shall be one of the number. 

8. When the association is assembled a majority of all the mem- / 
bers enrolled shaH be required to form a quorum for the transaction 
of business. 

9. All debates shall be conducted in a Christi!l!n like and broth-
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erly spirit. All shall be allowed the privilege of speaking on any 
question which is submitted to the consideration of the body. 

' 
10. Every speaker sha11 ris.e tQ his f.eet, address the mooerator, 

and keep to the question in debate, and shaH ·avoid all unpleasant 
reflections and perso,nalities. · · · 

11. No. brother sha11 be al1owed to conusme more than fifte~ 
minutes in one JSpeech, or speak move than twice on the same sulbject 
except by permission of the moderator or body. 

• 12. .A!ll que.stions shall be submitted by move and second the first 
motion taking precedence in point of ovder. Every motion seconded 
must be acud .upon, unles.s withdrawn by the mover. 

13. The busine3s shall be taken up in order according to the sub
joined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the regu1ar rules 
for a time for purposes which appear proper. 

14. The mQderator shall, at each <session, invite CQIITesponding 
delegates from other bodies of our own order, and also ministers from 
other denominations to seats, when thus s·eated shaH be entitled to 
the friendship of honorary members. 

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT 
. Having been, we trust, brought together t•o organize an asS'QCia
tion; by divine grace to embra•ce our Lord Jesus Christ, to giv.e our
selves up wholly to Him, wlih a11 humility and ·brotherly love; to 
watch over e•ach oth.er for good, and stir up each other to love and 
good work, and not forsa:d,ng the frequent assembling of ourselves 
together with our neighbors to worship God according to His rev·eall.
ed will, as occasion may requir.e; to warm, rebuke and admonish each 
other according -to the rules of the Gospel, that the knowledge may be 
thereby pvomoted to the end. We will uphold •the public woJJShip of 
God and the ordinances of His house, .and hold constant communion 
with e•ach other therein; and we will cheerfully contribute of our pro
perty for the maintenance of a faithful minister od'. the Gosp·el among 
us and for the extension of the blessed Rede·emer's kingdom 1among us 
u.nivel.'sally. We will not omit family and close religion at home nor 
aHow ourselves in the too common neglect of the great .and important 
duty of religiously training our chiLdren for the serYioe of God and 

,, . ' -

the enjoyment of hea·ven. We will also sympathize with each ·other in 
seasons of temptation and ad'fliction and be ready to distribute to the 
necessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with each 
o·ther for the churches universally for :the promised ·effusion of the 

· Holy Spirit, for the prosperity of Zion, and the ingath:ering of the 
elect and may the God of Peace, who brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thr.ough the 
blood of the everla;ting C·Ove.nant, make us perf.ect in every good 
work to do His will, that we may not only enjoy a name and place 
in the church on earth but finally with His glorious church of the 
first born of Heaven in ascribing blessings honovs, might, majeSity 
to Him who sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever. 
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