OF THE o
73rd ANNUAL SESSION
OF THE
MARTIN FREEWILL BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION
_ WHICH CONVENED WITH
BELLVIEW CHURCH, Colquitt, Ga.
AND
PILGRIM HOME CHURCH, Newton, Ga.
~ ON |
October 23rd and 24th, 1959
_ OFFICERS , _
T. A. Drake, Moderator ... . __ Iron City, Ga.
Willis L. Heard, Secty. & Treas. . Bainbridge, Ga.
| " Executive Committee | |
Willis L. Heard (Chairman) .. Bainbridge, Ga.
- Lee Roy Johnson ______. e e -... Donalsonville, Ga.

O.F.Everson .. | _
W.R.Barber R —— Colquitt, Ga.
Edgar 'S‘mit'-h ______ I e e Colquitt, Ga.
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INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE -
Bro. Willie Lane (3 years) .. e Iron City, (:a."
Bro. Z. T. Calhoun (2 years) ... ... . __ Colquitt, Ga.
Bro.I1. M. Ard (1 year) .o Tron City, Ga.
_ ORDAINING COUNCIL T
Rev. H. L. Catrett (3 years) Ghalrman ______________ ... Colquitt, Ga.
Rev. L. D. Scott (2 years) . .. N _. Brinson, Ga.
Rev. W.H.Horn (1year) ... . Donalsonville, Ga.
Rev. A. B. Ard (Emeritus) ... . Bainbridge, Ga.
- STANDING BOARDS
| | Mission Board ..
S'-ster C A Lane, Secty & Treas. (3 years) _____ Iron C‘i'ty, Ga..
Bro. O. F. Everson, Chairman (1 year) . o
Bro. J. T. Hilburn (2 years) ... . e Newton Ga.
Promotional Board
Bro. Herbert Boyd (3 years) ... _____ West Bainbridge, Ga.
Bro. W. R. Barber (2 years) ... . Colquitt, Ga.
Sister Mary Brown (1 year) Secty & Treas. _ _.. Colquitt, Ga.
. Superannuation Beard o -
Bro. Edgar Smith, Chairman (8 years) ... _.__ Colquitt. Ga..
Bro C. T. Turner (2 years) o - Brinson, Ga.
Sister J. J. Scott (1 year) .. S Brinson, Ga
| State Promotmnal Secretary & Treasm er
Rev. E. C. Morris .. e P. O. Box 553, Tifton, Ga.
PROCEEDINGS
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FRIDAY MORNING SESSION

The 73rd Annual Session of The Martin Freémll Baptlst!

Association convened with Bellview Church, Colquitt, Ga at
ten o’clock on Friday morning, Oct. 23, 1959.

The Session was opened with a song service led by Rev
B. W. Clenney and prayer by Rev. J. B. Lovering.

Sister Drew Floyd gave the Devotional, reading from the
16th chapter of St. Luke, begnning with the 19th verse.

Sister B. W. Clenney gave the welcome address and Rev.

Drew Floyd gave the response.

At 10:30 A. M. the Moderator gave . hlS message taken

from the 3rd chapter of Lamentations, 22nd verse.

Next the Credential Committee was appointed -which con-
sisted of Bro. Lee Roy Johnson, Bro. John Bailey and Bro. R.
T. Middleton. The Moderator, Bro. T. A. Drake, turned in his
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resignation (to become effective at the close of this 73rd Ses-
sion) and asked that he not be considered for re-election.
Rev. C. J. Harvey gave a talk on Camp Mt. Bethel and
asked for a donatiom to help pay the Camp indebtness. Bro.
Harvey stated that he would give 10 percent of what the Asso-

ciation gave. An woffering of $37.64 was taken. Bro Harvey
gave $3.76 which made a total of $41.40. |

~ Rev. Edward Sheffield preached the eleven o’clock Ser
mon, reading from the 20th chapter of St. Matthew begmnmg;
with the 20th verse and readmg thru the 28th verse, using
the 22nd verse as his text.

Rev. Lee Roy anhton dlsmlssed the Body for the noon
thour | |

- FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
The Frlday afterncon Session opened at 1:30 P M with

_ a song service led by Rev. B. W. Clenney and prayer by Rev.

C. A. Gilbert.

~ Rev. J. J Scott gave the devotmnal and talked fr om the
23rd Psalm. . -

-The Credentlal Committee made a partlal 1eport and re-
ported 16 Churches represented with a total of $301.75. A move
and second was made and carried to accept thls rpartlal report |
as read. . - . |

Slster Lucille Stewart and Slster C. M. Smlth were ap-—-
pointed to read the Ohurch letters De]egates* Whlch were read
are as follows: |
Thompsen Church: - .~ -

- Bro. Clifton Powell, Bro. and Sister G. R. Grimes, and
Sister Alma Jean Grimes. o S

" River Turn Church:

Sister Charlotte Parker and Slster Betty Barber.

New Evergreen Church:
Sister Howard Corley and Bro. and Slster J. L. Barnett

Pllgrlm Home Church:
‘Sister W. J. Hilburn and Slster Calvm Touchtone

New Home No. 1 Church:

Sister I. M. Ard. Sister Owen Sheffleld Sister Tom Mec-
Lendon, Sister Patricia McLendon and Bro. P. E. Mlddleton

New Home No. 2 Church:
- Bro. Claude Newsome and Bro and Slster Eddie Avery

| Pelar Branch Church:

No delegates.



Hebrew Church

~ Bro. and Sister J. C. Ridddlehoover, Bro. Lee Roy John-
son, Bro. Edd Hill, and Bro Fred Ingram

Sprmg I'ield Church: .
Bro. Jessie Reagans stter Annle Mae Sheffleld and
Sister C. B. Reese. |

Highway Church: | |
| Sister Bessie Scott, Slf-vter J ewe]l Barber and Slster L D
Scott. |

Mt. Gilead Church: .
. Bro.T. J. Heard, Bro. Robert Boyd and Bro. Henbert Boyd

New Salem Church:
Bro. and Sister B. D. Wells, Bro and Slster W. R. Barbez
and Bro. and Slste1 Drew Prlckron

Corinth Church: |
Bro. and Sister Jack Burke Slster A J. Corfdell and SIS'
‘ter C. A. Lane. | | _
Bellview Church: y
Rro. and Sister Kimbrel, Slster Ca:rrell Br'own Slster -
Pansy Pate and Sister Clyde Brunsutm
Colqultt Church: | |
Sister W. T. Cooper, Sister Ella Lovermg, and Slster Chf-
ton Carpenter. !
Mothers Home Church:
| Bro. and Sister John Bailey, Bro. an1 Sister Joe Rvown
Adams and Bro. Z. T. Calhoun: |

A move and second was made and carried that these letters
be recelved as read and delegates be seated with the Body.

Call was made for petitionary letters None was reeewed

Roll Call of Mnisters As Given Below: - ' L
ORDAINED MINISTERS =~

Rev. Drew Floyd .o Colquitt, Ga.
Rev. Tom Henry .. e Colquitt, Ga.
Rev. H. L. Catrett . . Colquitt, Ga
Rev. Lewis Batchelor . Rt. 2 Camilla, Ga.
Rev. W.H.Horn _____._ . Rt 2 Donalslonwlle Ga.
Rev. L.D.Seott .o . iieoee.... Brinson, Ga.
Rev. A. B. Avd o Balnbrldge Ga.
Rev. C. A. Gilbert s i Cilquitt, Ga.
Rev. B. W. Clenney .o ' Rt. 3, Colquitt, Ga.
Rev.F. W.Sellers . . Rt. 3, Bainbridge, Ga.
Rev. R. W. Holems .. ... _. _Rt. 2 Box 795, Albany, Ga.
Rev. Edward Sheffield ___ ... ___ Rt. 3, Donalsonville, Ga.




Rev. Willie Sellers Rt 1, Camilla, Ga.

Rev.J.J. Seott ool .. Brinson, Ga.
Rev. J. B. Lovering " ,___ _____ ek Colqultt Ga.
Rev Praul Long S P S C olqmtt Ga.

LICENSED MINISTERS :.
Rev. Lary Powell _; ______ i Colqultt Ga;
Rev. Isaac Musgrove _________ S S . Rt. 2, Colquitt, Ga.
Rev. G. W. West o S Rt. 1, Cairo, Ga.
Sister Della McAl.pin ___________ e Sneads Fla-.
Rev.  Gus -Ivey
Rev Irvm Willlams ;___ ________ Colqultt Ga.

e-—The followmg commlttees were appomted
Program Committee: |

Sister Edward Sheffleld Slster ’\/Iary Brown and Br .
5 McNease

Dlsbursment Committee: | | | | |
.Bro. Edgar Smlth Rev. L. D Scot “and BIO W R Barber-

Nommatmg Committee: - - |

Bro J. C. Riddlehoover, Bro. T. J. Heard and Slster Jaok Bm‘lfe
- Churches appointed on various committees are as follows:

Bellview Church Sunday School
Pilgrim Home __ . R Resolutmns._ .
~.Hebrew  Church . . ,__ wevie. Obituaries
Thompson Church . e Suggestlons
- Mt. Gllead Church ... .. SR .. Temperance
New Salem Church oo Sabbath Observance

Oorrespondence from other Assocmtlons was called for
~and given as follows: ~

- Midway Association: Bro. O. V. Everson, Bro. Lee Roy
Knighton, Bro. Alvin Day, and Bro. T. D. Tedder.

 Union Association: Bro. Curtis Gay, Bro. C. J. Harvey,
. State Association: Bro. E. C. Morris.

A move an second was made and carried that the Moder-
ator extend the right hand of Christian fellowship to these
visitors. This the Moderator did.

Reports of the delegate to various Associations was call-
ed for. One was received. Rev. B. W. Clenney gave a 1"eport of

Little River Association. o | |
Rev. E. C Morris gave a report on bhe Umfled Program.

Call was made for reports of Standmg Boards and Com—
mlttees See’ reports. o -

Rev. J. B. Loverlng made a talk on changlng, amendlng,
4



or rewsmg articles No. 2 and No. 7 of the Assoclatlonal Con- |
stitution. ¥

A move and second was made and carried, that the Mode-
rator appoint a committee to study articles No 2 and No. .7
of -the Associational Constitution and bring any suggestions
they have for changing, amending or revising same before the
Body in Session Saturday morning, Oct. 24, 1959. The Moder-
ator appointed Rev. H. L. Catrett, Rev. Edward Sheffield and
Rev. Paul Long to serve on this Committee. |

A move and second was made and ecarried to extend Bell-
view Church and Community a rising vote of thanks for their
hospitality during the first day of this Session.

A move and second was made and carried to adjourn for
the diay and meet with Pilgram Home Church on Saturda.y
morning Oct. 24th, 1959. -

Rev. H. L. Catrett led the closing pfrayer

Bro. T. A. Drake, Moderator
Bro. Wllhs L. Heard, Clerk

FRIDAY EVENING SERVICE

There were several young people came together from various
churches and led the service on Friday evening, beginning at
. 7:30. Reverend Larry Powell led the singing and also the De-
votional. He used Galatian 6:7 and gave some very tlmely ad-
monitions to both old and young. | -

- Brother Louie Grimes was acting as master of -ceremonies,
“and after an interesting testamony service, and a solo by
Shirley Clenney he presented Rev. J. B. Lovering who deliver-
ed the sermon. The text was Romans 10:13-15, and he used for
a subject “Links In The Chain of Redemptlon ” |

. There were several of our Ministers and older laymen
who attended the service with the youth Surely our young
people are always ready to render service, but they also appre-
ciate the mtere-st and encouragement of thelr seniors.

- SATURDAY MORNING SESSION

The Saturday morning Session of the Martin Freewill
Baptist Association met at Pllgrlm Home Church on Oct. 24th,
1959.

The Session Opened at 9:45 A. M. with a Qt:)ngf service led
by Rev. H. L. Catrett and prayer by Rev. Drew Floyd.

- - Silent prayer was offered for Bro. Ellie Drake and
Daughter, and Rev. Roy Roberts with Rev. H. L. Catrett
closing the prayer. = _5 -
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. The Devotonal was given by Rev. Issac Musgrove, taken

from the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians.

Welcome address was given by Bro. Willie Hilburn and
Bro. Richard McNease gave the response. .

 Called for reading of first day’s minutes. Same was read

and adopted. B | | |

. (alled for report of Committee on changing, amending,
or revising the Constitution. Rev. H. L. Catrett read reports,
and explained the proposed changes of articles No. 2 and No. 7.
The report was tabled until Saturday afternoon. See reports.
" Correspondence from other Associations was called for
and given as follows: | |
Union, Association ... Bro. A. C. Trulock.

~ The Moderator extended Bro. Trulock the right hand of

Christian fellowship. |
Renewed call for Church letters. Two were received

Wlth a total fee of $19.50. Sister Jack Burke read these letters.
" Delegates which were read are as follows:

Proctor Chapel Church .. Bro. and Sister J im Willis.
.. Mt. Glory. Church __ Bro.. Jimmy Taylor and Bro. Wesley
Newberry. T o |

. Move and second was made and carried to receive these
letters as read and seat the delegates. -
Renewed call for reports of all Boards and Committees.
See reports. - I o
A move and second was made and carried, that the Mission
Roard investigate the condition of Coolspring Church and
render all service possible to help this Church. -- -
Renewed call for correspondence from other associations.
Same was given as follows: - T
 Qtate Line Association ... .
" Unpion Association . e
The Moderator extended these visitors the right hand of

Christian fellowship. | |
| Rev. Paul Long preached the eleven o’clock sermon, read-
ing the first ten verses of the 19th chapter of St. Luke, using

“Ieaven in The Home” as a subject. |
Rev. Leo Curtis dismissed the Body for the noon hour.

 SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
* The Saturday afterncon session opened at 1:30 P. M. with
a song _service led by Rev. H. L. Catrett. o |
Rev. C. A. Gilbert gave the Devotional reading from the
; |

Bro. Leo Curtis.’
Bro. Marvin Irvin _

/
/

M. .



14th chapter of John. )
" Rev. Tom Henry preached a sermon on ‘“Expressions.”

Called for final report of Credential Committee and the
Credentlal committee was relieved. |

Renewed call for reports of Boards and Commﬂ:tees See
reports | -'

- A move and second was made and carried to prmt a
special obituaries report for Mothers Home Church in the

Associational Minutes and the same be paid for by Mothers
Home Church Bible Circle. - -

A move and second was made and carried to have a two
thirds majority vote of theAssociation in Session before any
change in the Association Constitution could be made.
| Rev. Catrett was asked to re-read the report of the Change
or Ammendment Committee which had been tabled earlier.
This Rev. Catrett did. A move and second was made and carri-
ed (by over two third majority V=ote) to accept this report and
to make the proposed changes in the Constitution. For these
changes see report of Change or Amendment Commlttee

Called for reports of Nominating Committee, Disburse-
ment Committee and Program Committee, Same was given.
See reports. | |

A corrected Treasure report was given by Clerk
A move and second was make to nominate the Moderator

and Clerk from the floor instead of being nominated by the
nominating commlttee The move was defeated by a vote of

28 to 16.

Delegates appointed to various Associations are as follows,
Midway Association; Rev. and Sister B. W. Clenney.

| Little River Association, Rev. Paul Long and Bro. R. T.
Middleton.

- Union Association, Rev. and Sister Drew Floyd.
Salem Association, Rev. W. H. Horn,. Rev. H. L. Catrett.

 State Line Assomatlon Rev, C. A. Gilbert, Rev. B. W.
Clenney

State Association: Bro. Z. T. Calhoune Bro W. J. Hilburn.
Chattahoochee Association, Rev. Edward Sheffield. |
Georgia Union Assocmtlon, Rev. and Sister J. B. Lovering.

A move and second was made and carried to extend a
rising vote of thanks to Bro. T A. Drake for his serv1ce as

- Moderator.

A move and second was made and carried to give the
| .
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Mission Board authority to pay out of the. :Mission Board

treasure any expense it deems necessary while helping Cool-

spring Church. | | :
A move and second was made and carried to extend Pil-

grim Home Church and Community a rising vote of thanks for

their hospitality during this second day of the 73rd Annual
Session of the Martin Freewill Baptist Association. =

" A move and second was made and carried to adjourn and
meet with Hebrew Church on Friday, Oct. 21st, 1960 and W1th
New Salem Church on Saturday, Oct. 22nd, 1960 - |

Rlev L D. Scott led the closing prayer.
’ ‘Bro. T. A. Drake, Moderator =~
Bro. Wllhs_L Heard, Clerk. |

S REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMI'I‘TEES o

Change or Ammendment Committee

We your Committee on “Ohange or Ammendment” of the
second and seventh articles of the Associational Constitution,
resclve the following change or ammendment;

Artmle No. 2—The Association when assembled. shall be
- composed of all Ministers of the = Associa-

- tion, both. Ordained and Licentiates, all

Standmg Board members and the dele-_

‘gates chosen by the several Churches from

time to time for that purpose. |

Artlcle No 7—The Association shall have a Mssmn Board
- ra Promotional Board and a Superannua-
.. - tion Board. These shall be known as,
“Standing Boards’”. There shall also be an
Ordaining Council and an Investigating
- Committee, and any other Committee the
- the Body shall deem necessary. All Board
- and Committee members shall be appoint-
ed annually by the Moderator of elected
" by the Body. The Chairman of each of the
Standing Boards together with the Mode-
‘rator and Sect. & Treas. shall compose the

~ Executive Committee.

Respectfully Submitted . -
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Chairman
Rev. Edward Sheffield- -
Rev. Paul Long

| 3




OBITUARIES COMMITTEE

We regret very much to learn that 11 miembels of our As-
sociation have been claimed by death j in the last year They are

as follows:

New Salem Church:

Bro. Ralph Sheffleld Bro. Guy Long and Slster Frank
Shepherd ,

Proctor Chapel Church:
Bro. E. O. Palmer

Highway Church:
Bro. Perry Mills

"Hebrew Church: .
Sister W. J. Horn

New Home No. 1 Church:
~ Sister Lizzie Daniels
Thompson Church:

Sister Annie Jordan

Mothers Home Church: |
Sister Zula Mae Lunsford and Sister Eula Musrznove

Respectfully Submitted
- Corinth Church and P-as tor

SPECIAL OBITUARIES REPOR]
From Mothers Home Church and Bible Circle

| Mothers Home Bible Circle and Church was saldden:éd this
past year by the passing of two of the older members of their

Church and Bible Circle, Sister Zula Mae Lunsford and Sister
Eula Musgrove. They were both charter members of Mothers
Home Church and faithful to God and Church until Jesus called

them to rest. They will be missed by all the Church and com-

munity, but we are comforted in the thought that they have
gone to be with Jesus.

Sister Lunsford died atiher home in Boykm Monday morn-
ing, December 29th. Sister Lunsford was the former Miss Zula

Mae Haywood, the daughter of the late James Henry and Mary

Jean Haywood. She was the wife of the late Claude C. Lunsford.

‘Funeral services were held at Mothers Home Church, Dec.
30th. Rev. J. B. Ledlow and Rev. L. D. Scott officiated.

Survivors include three daughters, Mrs. A. W. Brewer of
West Bainbridge, Ga.; Mrs. O. D. Gray and Mrs. A. W. Ford of
QOakland, Fla.; six sons, Carroll, Ferris, Claude, Grndy, Fred
and Ray Lunsford, all of It. Lauderdale, Fla.; One brother,
Spurgeon Haywood, one sister, Mrs. E. F. Lovermg, both of

Colquitt, Ga., and a large number of grandchildren.
9
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Sister Eula Musgrove died Friday evening, March 20th, at
her home in the Boykin community. Sister Murgrove was the
daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. John Thornton and the Wlfe
of the late Michall B. Musgrove.

Her funeral was held at Mothers Home Church w1th the
Rev. Drew Floyd and the Rev. L. D. Scott off1c1a.tmg |

Survivors include two sons, Isaac and Paul Musgrove. of
Colquitt, Ga.; four daughters, Mrs. Willie Johnson of Dade
City, Fla., Mrs. Peggy Bryan and Mrs. Russell Boatright of
Jacksonville, Fla., Mrs. Mallie Spencer of Colquitt, Ga.; two sis-
ters, Mrs. Connie Gordon of Damascus, Ga. and Mrs. Hook
Heard of Quincy, Fla.; five brothers, Pete Thornton of Lees-
burg, Fla., Red, Bill, John and Rudolph Thornton, all of Col-
quitt, and several grandchildren and great grandchildren.

DISBURSEMENT COMMITTEE @ |
We your committee on disbursements recommend the
following: | | | R S
Clerk o e $20.00

Moderator e . 10.00
State Assoclation o 20.00
National Association . . e 5400

Delegates expense to Nat. Assoe, .- . 20.00
Retain in Treasure . 50.00

Mmutes to. be paid for and the remamder to be allocabed
as follows | | R
. State Secretary e e e e 20 pct

-, Local Superinnuation Board e . 35 pet.
Local Promotional Board ... .. 22.5 pet.
MISSIOH Buard --.--------_--.-"5_:---_-_.-__-_;-.--_--..--.._-._.' ________ A 22.5 pct'..

-. . EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executwe Committee has not had any busmess dur—-
mg the. past year. We want each Church to fee] free to call on
the Executive Committee any time we can be of any service at
all. Regardless of how small the matter may seem we are al-
Ways willing to help. ~

Respectﬂlly Submltted |
The Executwe Committee

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE

‘We urge that each member of our Church be temperate in
all things. Wine and strong drink is a robber of wealth, health

10



and virtue. We should earnestly pray that all our Church mem-
bers be temperate always.

Beverage alchol must be brought under control. ThlS
enemy is a criminal turned loose in our American Society. He
is "a gangster and murderer taking lives by the thousands.
Robbing our Nation of many times what he pays in taxes.
Even worse he is corrupting men and women, destroying
hemes and damming souls oy the hundreds of thousands. Why
1s it that sensible, uprlght people in America will continue to
let SO g1eat an enemy run loose?

 Respectfully submltted
New Home No. 1 Church and Pastor

The followmg ommlttees had no report: Sunday School,
Resolutions, Suggegtlons Ordammg Council and Investigating.

SUPnRA NNUATION BOARD REPORT
Money Received:

Balance from 1959 _. . _ $18;52

Janu. 14, Bro. Richard McNease __. e 17.85
April 13, Bro. Richard McNease ... . 15.75
June 17, Bro. Richard McNease 2205
Sept. 14, Bro. Richard MecNease .. ... . 16.10
Oct. 17, Bro. W. L. Heard ... ..~ . 3552
Total Received S S $.125..7_ 9
Money Paid Out: . T

Rev. A. B. Avd ] $31 00

- Rev. Tom Henry ... o e 31.00
Sister Dave Braswell U S % O {1

- State Superannuation . ... 81.00
- Balance in treasury ... .. e $ 1.79

- Respa tfully Submltted

Sister J. J. Scott, Bro. Edga“ Smlth_

Bro C. T. Turner

 MISSION BOARD TREASURY REPORT (1958 1959)

Assets: |
~CashonHand . R $147 73
- Union Meeting Funds Nov. 29, 1968 ... 61D
Union Meeting Funds Mar, 28, 1959 7.65
Union Meeting Funds May 80, 1959 ___ 9.45
Union Meeting Funds Aug. 29, 1959 __________________________ . 6.90
M.F.W.B. Assce. Funds .. 22.84

Total Received . . ... e $201.32
1.




Disbursements:

NONE. | | L
‘Ralance in TYEASULY e mmmmmneem $201.32

Bro. 0. F. Kverson, Bro J. T, Hllburn
Sister C. A. Lane, Secty. and Treas

- PROMOTIONAL BOARD

Oash on Hand oot $188.63
Received during 1959 . B .. 43.99
Total In Treasure e . $232.62

Respectfully Submltted

Sister Mary Brown, Secty. & Treas.
Bro. Joe. B. Adams
Bro. W. R. Barber

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
We the Commititee on nomin-ation*s beg to submit the
following: |

For Moderator Bro. Lee Roy J Ohnson
For Assmtarnt MOderator Bro Louie Grimes
For Clerk . ) e Bro. Willis L. Heard

For Assistant Cleri( e Breo. Wllhe Hllburn

For Ordaining Council:
Rev. H. L. Catrett (3 years) e Colqultt Ga.

For Mission Board:
‘Sister C. A. Lane, Secty & Treas. (3 yxears) IrOn Clty, Ga.

For Superannuation Board:

Bro. Edgar Smith (3 years) - I COlqultt Ga
-For Investigating Committee: |
Bro. Willie Lane (3 years) _____________________ Iron City, Ga.

For Promotlonal Board:

Bro. Herbert Boyd (3 years) ____West Bainbridge, Ga. '

We also recommend that the Association convene with
Hebrew Church Friday, Oct. 21, 1960 and with New Salem
Church on Saturday, Oct. 22nd, 1960

" Wae further recommend that Rev. F. W. Sellers ﬂormg the
Introductory message at Hebrew Church on Frlda.y, Oct 21
1960 | /

- Respectfully Submitted x -
Bro. J. C. Rlddlehoover |
Bro. T. J. Heard
 Qister Jack Burke
12
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT

FRIDAY SESSION-—OCTOBER 21, 1960

The program plans given below are proposed for the 74th
annual Session of The Martin Freewill Baptist Association, to

be held with Hebrew Church on Friday, October 21st, 1960
and with New Salem Church on Saturday, October 22nd 1960.

Friday Morning, 10:00 A. M.—

Song Services conducted by Bro. C. A. Williams
Assembly of Body for Worship by Moderator

Devotional ..__.. _Sister J. B. Lovering
Welcome Address _..... Bro. W. C. Atkinson
Response ____.__.. Bro. Louie Grimes ____

- 10:30 A. M.—

Moderator’s Message | |
Appointment of Credential Committee and Readlng Clerk

Call for corrensponding Church letters composung . this
Body. -

11:00 A M.o—

Message . Rev. Paul Long
Noon hour .

Friday Afternoon, 1:30 P. M.—

Devotional ______ Bro J. C. Riddlehoover
Report of Credential Committee =
Reading and adoption of letters and seating of delegates
Call for petitionary letters
Call for correspondents from other Assomatlons
- Report of State and National Assoclatmns
Report of Women’s Auxiliary
Roll call of Ministers
Report of all Boavds—Promotlonal SUperannua,tlon Ol‘dl"
national, Investigational, Executwe
Appomtment of delegates to various Assomatlons |
Appointment of Sessional Committee
 Arrangements and adjournment

Frlday night Servics—
~ Devotional ____ Bro. Gene McNease
. Message . Bro. Larry Powell

SATURDAY SESSION—OCTOBER 22nd, 1960

Saturday Mormng, 9:30 A. M.—
- Song service conducted by Bro. Ike Ard
- Devotional .__.__Bro. T. D. Carter
"Welcome Address ... Bro. Emmett Houston

13 -




Response — Sister Ed Avery
Renew call for Committee reports

Reading and adoption of first days minutes '

Renew call for correnspondence and v151tors

11:00 A M — |
- Message to be supplied
Noon hour

130P.M. — - |
Devotional _._____. Bro Ervm Wllhams

Renewal of call for Committee reports
Report of Nominating Committee |
Report of Program Committee
Miscellaneous business

Election of officers
_Report of treasure |

~ Appointment of New Committees

Completion of all unflmshepd business
Adjournment

- Respectfully submitted
Bro. J. R. McNease
Sister Edward Sheffield
Sister Mary Brown

Money Received:

.~ MINUTES OF THE MARTIN F. W. B. UNION MEETING
. UNION MEETING TREASURE REPORT

Union Meeting, New Home No. 2 Nov. 29th, 1958____$55 00
Union Meeting at Thompson, March 29th, 1959__._-_-_..61 00

14 -

Union Meeting at New Evergreen, May 30th 1959 ____ 73.00
Umon Meeting at Mt. Glory, Aug. 29th, 1959 e 76,00
| Total Received .. $255.00
Disbursements:
| November 29, 1958 . | |
Rev. E. C. Morris . $15.75
Sister J. J. Scott e e 15.75
Sister ‘Carol Brown ... . e e 6.75
Sister C. A. Lane 6.75
Moderator and Clerk fee 10.00
S Total paid, Nm;r 29th, 19568 . $05 00/
March 29th, 1959: | | |
- Rev. E. C. Morris $17.85
Sister J. J. Scott oo e $17.85
Sister Carol Brown .. . . "7.65
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- Sister C. A. Lane ____.______.__._ 7.65 s
Moderator and Clerk fee . ___10.00
Total paid, March 29th, 1959 $61 OO

May 30th, 1959: | |
Rev. E. C Morris . I . $22.05 |
Sister J. J. Scott oo o 22.05
Sister Carol Brown _ = 945
Sister C. A. Lane ________ e . 945
Moderator and Clerk fee ____ e 10.00 |

Total paid May 80th, 1959 . $73.00

August 29th, 1959: |
Rev, E. C. Morris .. ez 316, 10
- Sister J.J. Scott oo . 16,10
Sister Carol Brown . 690
Sister C. A. Lane . . 890
Moderator and Clerk fee _ __. e~ 10,00

State Association fee . __________ 10.00
Printing of Minutes _._____ o= 10.00

Total paid Aug. 29th 1959 e 376,00

Grand TotalPaidOut . $255.00
Balance brOUght forward . - $000.00

- Last Session the Moderator appointed . Commltteas con-
sisting of the following:

Nominating Committee:

Sister L. D. Scott, Chairman
Sister Ethel N ewberry

Sister Gail Powell

Program Committee:

Sister Walter Atkinson, Chaarman
Sister Tom Lane

Sister W. R. Barber

-~ A special offering was taken for Rev J. L Tedder May
- 80th, 1959 amounting to $26.21. August 29th, 1959 an offering
of $40 00 was taken for the bu11d1ng program at Mt Glory
- Church.

Rev. Edward Sheffield ._Moderator
. Bro. J. R. MceNease _._Clerk |

UNION MEETING NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT

We, the Nominating Committee, recommend that we re-
tain the same Moderator and Clerk for the next year.

- We further recommend that the Union Meetmg convene
with the following Churches:

15




First Session oo Mother s Home Church

Second SesSIOn e Cool Springs Church
Third Session .o _ Hebrew Church
Fourth Session o emmmmoemmmmermmmem o ~ Corinth Church

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs. L. D. Scott, rChalrmah
Ethel Newb erry
Gail Powell |

UNION MEETING PROGRAM FOR 1959-1960 N
Flrst Qegsion: Mother’s Home Church - o |
“"Devotional ... U Mrs. C. A. Lane

~ Welcome Address . rommeeomes Mrs. Richard McNease
-~ Response —..ooomerommommmesmeen oo _ Mrs. -Emme'tt Houston
- Business |

11 O’clock Message [ Rev. J. J. Scott
u Lunch |
- Afternoon Dev@tlonal S ——— _Mrs. Linda Floyd

TalK oo e e Mr. Louie Grimes
Adjourn.
Second Session: Cool Springs
.. Devotional _.. oo _ Rev. Chester G1lbert
" "Welcome Address _ ..... ____Dee Brown
ReSPONSE oo omermmemmrommmmne o R * Miss Ethel Newberry
Business |
11 O’clock Message .. S Rev. Edward Sheﬁleld
Lunch
Afternoon Devotional oo eees Mrs. L. D. Scott
Talk oo [ — ___Rev. Jack Horn
- Adjourn | | -
Third Session: Hebrew - | S
.~ Devotional .~ S Mrs. Edd Hill
- Welcome Address oo Mrs. Earl Barber
 RESPONISE o ooommememmmemmemmeom e _ Mys. Willie Lane
Business |
11 O’clock MeSSAge rmmvommmemmoreommroreee Rev. Drew Floyd
Lunch | R | “
Afternoon Devotional - Rev. H. L. Catreet
Talk . - e [ Mr. Ridlehoover
Adjourn R S B 4
Fourth Session: Cormth 3 o
Devotional - RS Mrs. E. D Avery
Welcome Address oo weemmmsmsrememmim Mr. J. J. Turvin
Response .- _____ Mrs. Roy Barber



Business | | - | S
11 O’clock Message S eeeeeeeeeeeee—_ Rev. L. D. _Scott

~ Lunch - ) |
Afternoon Devotional .. W. R. Barber
Talk e Larry Powell

Adjourn o
| ” - Respectfully Submitted,
The Program Committee

- Mrs. Walter Atkinson, Chalrman
Mrs. Tom Lane -
"Mrs. W. R Balber

MINISTERS CONI‘ERENCE
Session 1 S
~ The Ministers Conference will be held on Friday night

before the fifth Sunday in November at Mothers Home Church.

- Devotional Bro. Odis McVay
- Weleome Address oo Bro. Joe Brown Adams
Response . e Lennis Lovering
Business R o o |
Message i Rev. Exrvin Williams
- Refreshments | B SR
| Session 2

- The Ministers Conference will be held on Frlday mght be-

fore the fifth Sunday in J anuary at Cool Sprlngs Church

‘Devotional e Bro. Deen Brown
Welcome Address e - Bro. Albert Blount
Response . Bro. C. M. Smith
Business | o
Message ... e Rev. Jack Horn
~ Refreshments e | 5
Session 3

The Ministers Conference will be held on Frlday mght be-

fore the fifth Sunday in May at Hebrew Church.

Devotional _______ . Bro. Lee Roy J ohnson
Welcome Address Bro. Jessie Riddlehoover
- Response - . Bro. Howard Roberts
Business S - | o
Message . i Rev. Tke Musgrove
Refreshments o R
Sessmn 4

‘The Ministers Conference will be held on Friday night be-
fore the fifth Sunday in July at Corinth Church. |

17
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Devotional .. . ... Bro. Taylor Drake
Welcome Address ... e Bro. Jack Burke
"Response . e Bro. C. T. Turner
" Business - |
MesSame oo Rev. L. D. Scott
Refreshments |

Refreshment Committee: Bro C. A. Gilbert, Bro. Howard
Roberts. |

Program Committee: Rev. J. J. Scotf, Brinson, Ga., and
Bro. Emmett Houston, Colquitt, Ga.

Clerk ..o ._._ Bro. Edgar Smith, Colquitt, Ga.

Moderator .. Rev. L. D. Scott, Brinson, Ga.

CONSTITUTION ON MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

Seeing the need of greater love, fellowship and under-
standing among our Ministers, also the unifying of our visions
and working for greater cooperation, we do hereby ordain and
establish this constitution.

1. Name: This shall be known as the ‘“Ministerial Con-
ference of Martin Association of Original Free Will Baptist.”

2. We adopt the Treatise of faith and practice of the
National Association of Free Will Baptist as our standard to
look to and pray for the day when we may be more united.

3. The officers of the Minister’s Conference shall consist
of a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Assistant
Clerk and other officers as may be deemed necessary.

4. The officers shall be elected on nomination by acclama-
tion at each annual session. |

5. This Conference shall be composed of all ordained and
licensed Ministers and Deacons in good standing of the Martin
Associaton.

6. The Clerk shall be paid $5.00 per annum for preservmg

' | and editing the minutes of the Conference.

7. The Ministers Conference is not a court to try mor t-o
air out the faults of the Ministers and Deacons. If they are in
good standing with the Martin Association, they are in good
standing with the Ministers Conference. This is to be a meet-
ing of fellowship, inspiration and brotherly love. |

8. Any other ministers and deacons who are in good stand- /
ing with the Free Will Baptist Church will be accepted as hon-
orary members when visiting with the Conference.

9. This Constitution may be amended or altered at any
meeting by two-thirds majority voting.
18
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LEAGUE RALLY REPORT

- The Free Will Baptist League Rally met at Colqultt Free
Will Baptist Church on August 30, 1959. The meeting was
opened with a song and prayer by Bro. John Bailey. The morn-
ing devotional was given by Doris Roberts, followed with pray-
er by Rev. Drew Floyd. Bro. Abbie Calhoun gave a warm wel-
come and the response was given by Mrs. Richard McNease.

. The minutes were read and approved. There were six
churches represented. They were New Home, Mother’s Home,
Bellview, Thompson, Salem and Colquitt. There were only three
preachers present. Officers were elected as follows:

President .. Louie Grimes |
~ Vice-President . e Gene McNeéase |
Recording Secretary . . Mrs. Alma Jean Grimes | |
Corresponding Secretary . Doris Roberts |
- Sword Drill Leader ... . _Mrs. Richard McNease i
Ohorister ............................................ . Mrs. Carolyn Hornsby
Pianist Glenda Wells |
Field Workers Mr John Bailey, Mr. Pete Davis,

| Mr. Emmett Houston

Program Comn‘uttee Mrs. Ray Hornsby, Mrs. Inez Powell,

| - Mrs. W. T. Cooper |
Nommatmg Commlttee ___Mrs. Abbie Calhoun, Mrs. Fritz .
Scarborough Miss Yvonn!e Roberts’

Constltutmnal Committee ... Mr. Clifton Powell, Mr. W. T.-
Cooper, Mr. Buddy Tully."

Rev Larry Powell gave a most enjoyable talk. Then we: |
were dismissed for Iunch. o

AFTERNOON |

 After the lunch hour, we opened with 2 song and pr ayei -
by Mr. Pete Davis.

The afternoon devotional was igiven by Louie Grlmes -

- The convention demded to buy six new Bibles *to use in the
Sword Drill. "

Delegates were appomted to the State League Rally. They_
were as follows: Mrs. Richard McNease and Gene, Mr. Frank
Newberry and Becky, Mrs. W. T. Cooper, Mr. and Mrs Buddy
Tully and Myr. and Mrs. Loule Grimes.

Bro. Floyd gave away a lamp which he made to Peggy
H1nes : ’

A TISIﬁg vote of thanks was extended to Colqmtt Churchf |
f01 its fine hospitality shown durlng the day.

. F4
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Program For the League Rally at Thompson |
Morning Devotional ____ e . Glenda Wells

Welcome Address . Mrs. Betty Wilson
Response _____. S Mrs. Zack Calhoun

- Business Period | -

- Morning Talk _ N 25 ¢ X I-dus (Goocher
Noon | | |

' Afternoon Devotwnal e Gene McNease

Prﬁgram for League Rally at Rlver Turn

Morning Devotional ____._ .. Charles Grimes
Welcome Address .. Mrs. Eddie Lynn

Response — Mrs. Alma Houston
Business Perlod

Morning Talk _ eeeeeeeeer. Bro. Ervin Williams
Noon "

- Afternoon Devlotlcmal USSR . ) 1 21| ¢} Wfﬂha,ms

' PROGRAM OF SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION

- Nov. 29, 1959 : Mothers Home Church
10:30 A.M. Devotional _______ ——ecemeemeeeee. Bro. Louie Grimes

Welcome Address ... reeeeeee MIrs. John Bailey
Response . e Mrs. W, E. Lane
Business | |

11 O‘clock Message ' - Rev. J. J. Scott
Nioon

Afternoon Devotions . Bro.Herbert Boyd
Programs | | SR

Adjournment

| May 29, 1960 : Hebrew Church

10:30 A.M. Devotions . Bro. Pete Davis
Welcome Address ... e . Mrs. LeRoy Johnson
Response ... . R — - Rev, Isaac Musgrove
Business -

11 O’clock Message e __ Rew. J B. Dovermg
Nioon

Afternoon Devotions Bro. Richard McNease
Programs |
Adjournment |

October 30, 1960 : New Salem Church 4
10:30 A.M. Devotions e~ Rev. Irvin Williams
Welcome Address o _ Miss Glenda Wells
Response _.____. eeeeeeeeeee. Mrs. Abbe Calhoun
Business . |

20




11 O’clock. Message S S Rev. H L Catrett.
Noon. |

Afternoon Devotlons __________ Bro T D Carter'
‘Programs B |

Elect Officers

Adjournment o - |
President .. . e Mr Emmett Houston'
Vice-President " Mr. Henry Mae Bellflower
Recording Secretary . Mrs. Herbert Boyd
Corresponding Secretary SO Mrs. Edward Sheffleld_

DOCTRIN AL VIEWS

1. We believe that the Holy Blble was wrltten be men dmlnely in-
spired and is a treasure of Heavenly instruction that has a God

for its author, salvation for its end and truth without mlxture of

error for its matter; that it reveals the principles by which God will
judge us, and therefore, it shall remain with us to the end of tlme,
the true center of Christian union and the supreme standard to whlch
all human conduct and oplmon dhould conform : o

-2, That there is but one true God, whose name is J ehovah the
maker and ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpressively glorious in holi-
ness, worthy of all possible “honor, confidence and- love, revealed in
the personal distinetion of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, equal in
every divine plerfectlon, and executing dlstmct but harmomous oi'flces
in the great Work of redemptldn

3. That man was c-rea-ted - In-a state of- holiness under the laws

-of his Maker, but by voluntany transgression fell from that holy and
happy state, in consequence .of which men are sinners, not by con-
straint, but by «choice, being by mature utterly -void of that holiness
required by the law of God, wholly given to the gratification of the
‘world, of Satan and their sinful. passions-and therefore under just
condemnation to etermal ruin, without defense or excuse.

4. That the salvation of sinners is-~ wholly of grace through the
meditation of the Son of God, who took upon him our nature, yet
without sin honored the law by His personal obedience, ~and made
atonement for sin by Hls death; being risen from the dead, He is
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now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful person the tender
sympathies with divine perfection, in every way qualified to be a suitable
compassmnate and all sufficient Savior.

5. That the great gospel blessmgs which Christ of His fullness
bestows on such as believe on Him is justification; #that justification
consists in the pardon of sin and promise of eternal life -upon princi-
ples of righteousness; that it is bestowed, not in consideration of any-
thing which we have done, but solely through His own righteousness and

atonement, and that it brmgs us mto a state of most blessed peace and
cfavor with God.,

6. That the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the
Gospel that it is the immediate duty wof all to receive them by a
cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of
the greatest sinner on earth but his own voluntary refusal to submit
to the Lord Jesus Christ which results ~will subject Him to aggravated
condemnation. |

7. That in order to be saved we must be regenerated or born
again. That regeneration consists of giving a holy disposition to the
mind, and is effected in a manner above our comprehension by the
power of the Holy Spirit producing a voluntary obedience to the Gospel;

and that its proper ev1dence is fomnd in the holy frmts which we .brmg
mrbh to God |

8. That electlon is the gracious .purpose of God, waccording to
which He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sinners. That being per-

fectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comprehends all
means with the end, that it is a most glorious display of God’s good-
ness, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable that it utterly excludes
boasting and promotes hurnlhty, prayer, pralse, trust in God, and
l&CtIVB imitation of His free mercyy that it encourages the use of means
in the highest degree; that it is the foundation of :Christian assurance,

and that to ascertain it Wlth regard to ourselves, demands and deserves
our mtm»ost diligence. ~

" 9. That the presewingt'“'attagchmenft of true believers to Christ the
grand mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that
a special providence watches over their welfare and that they are kept
by .the power of God through faith unto salvation.

- 10, That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rule of His
government; that it is holy, fjust and good, that the inability which the
Scripture ascribe to fallen man to fulfill the precepts arise entirely:
from their love of sin to deliver them from which and to restore them
through a mediator to unfeigned obedience to the Holy law is one design

of the Gosvel and the means of grace connected with the esta'bhshment ‘
of the V151ble church.

- 11. 'That the :flrst day of the Week is the Lord’s day of Christian
Sahbath; - that it should be kept sacred to religious punposes by ab-
staining from all secular labor and moreation by the direect observ-
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ance of all means of grace, both public and private, and prepare for
the rest which remains for the people of God. . |

|
| 1!
12, That civil govermment is of divine appoint:m.font' for the in~ ] I‘
terest of order of human society; that the magistrates are to be prayed |
for conscientiously; honored and ‘obeyed in all' things not contrary to l
the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 1is the Lord off consc1ence and |
Prince of the kings of the oar'oh | ' |

13. That there is a radical and essential difference between the T
righteous and wicked, and that such only are justified by faith in the |1 ¥
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and is sanctified by the spirit of God |
as are truly righteous in His esteem while all such as co\ntmue in Im~-
penitence and unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and under the curse and
this distinetion holds good amonﬁ- men, both in and aﬂter death

14. That the end of this world is approaching when Chmst w1ll
descend from the Heaven_ and roise the dead from their graves to

~ final retribution, that solemn separation will then take place, the
righteous being adjudged to everlasting happiness amd the mcked to

endless punishment and his judgement will forever fix the final state
of men in Heaven or Hell on prancrples of rlghteorusness — John 5:25;

Matt. 25:31; 41 46

ASSOCIATION AL DECORUM

1. The ASSOCIatJGn shall be called to order by the modrorator elocted
last session.

2. This Association shall bobpénod and closed with prayer.

3. The moderator and clerk shall officiate until their- sulc:oessors_.
are elected, . |

4. It shal] u’be the duty of the moderator to call the :rneetlng' to
order, to see that order is preserved, receive and submit all questions
to the body. He shall have the privilege of speaking but must call
upon some other brother to premde in his place while speaking. He shall
not hawve the right to vote nmless ibody is equalLy d1v1ded when ho may'
cast the deciding vote. |

5. 'The members present s'hall be enrolled and thelr na.mes calﬂed as
often as necessary. - | |

6. The majority of ttho members presemt shall rule in cases, ex-
cept upon admission of new churches, which shall require a unanimous
vote. |

7. No member shall absent himself from house without leave
from the moderator, and no member shall leave the association Withdll‘t |
the consent of the body. - )
. 8. All business shall be brought befole Itho fbody by a move amd
second and shall be disposed of according to good usage.. ,. |
- 9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than three. times on
the same subject nor more than f}.ﬁteen minutes each time without per-

mission from the body.
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10. No person shall be disturbed while speaking unless he departs
from the subject and it will be necessary to call him to order.

- 11. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a time and he
must rise to his feet and address the moderator and must not use abusive
language or personal reflection on any one without bemg subject to a
call to order by the moderator.

12. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keepa minute of the
proceedings and read -the same when called upon, to be corrected at
the discretion of the body, and shall prepare the minutes for publica-
tion, unless the association shall appoint someone for that purpose.
He shall keep all books and papers belonging to the association and read
the same when ordered to do so, and shall have such compensation for

| his services as the association may prescribe,

13. It shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary to carry on
correspondence by writing to persons belonging to other associations of
like faith in any way that would be likely to create interest in this asso-
ciation for its promotion and well being. L .

- 14. Tt shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep all money com-
mitted to him by the association, and to keep an account of receipts and
expenditures, make a report at every association if called mpon, pay out
money when ordered to do so by the association, and shall receive such
compensation as the association may prescribe.

15. No Church shall liberate any member to preach the Gospel unless
he has held membership in the Church for at least twelve months; and
no minister who comes from another denomination be liberated wntil he
has been examined by the Orrda.lmmg Council and recelved Credentials
bearing their approval. | |

16. These rules of decorum may be amended at the diseretion of
the association,

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular
conference in association year; or if they prefer it may choose a pastor
for an indefinite length of time to continue from year to iyear as long as
they deem it proper to keep up the connection, -

2. When it becomes necessany, a pastor may be chosen at another
time; but if the choice be made at a special conference, the time must be
appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the church, but when he
is absent or does not sit as moderator, keing present, some suitable broth-

er shall be appointed to sit in his place. x

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose duty

it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of the con- -

tributions made by the church for the pastor, ete., and to distribute the
bread and wine in the administration of the Lord’s supper.

- b. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or
neglect to partake of the Lord’s supper and endeavor to. ascertain the
cause, that the same may be laid before the church in conference if
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necessary.

- 6. [Some sru,ltafble memlber shall be appointed clerk and it shall be
“his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the

business of the ehurch and to preserve a file off the minutes of the :

association.

7. When a new clerk is apqpomted all the books, etc. !belongm to
the dlerk shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor. |
. 8. When a.church deems it necessary, a committee o©of not less
than three male members well acquainted with business, shall be
appointed, whose duty it shall be to give advice to brethren who apply
to them nelative to cases of dealings and etc.

9. The chunch shelll hold two.days meetings monthly, emlbracmg
Saturday and the Lord’s day followling the first of w&uch shall be the
regular time of conference.

. 10. It shall be the duﬁy of every memker, male or female, to at-:

tend each conference meeting if they can, for on that day the pastor
is expected to instruct the church in special manner by giving plain
and pelfnrted lessons on doctrine, diseipline and the rule of holy 1.1vmg'

. 11. Any male member, who shall fail to attend three successive
conferences, and any member whatever who may be ‘generadly remiss
in attending the meetings of the church according to the covenant
(Article 10), shall ke cited to appear in conference and answer for
his neglect, but the church mc.y_ exempt member i'rem this rule if
necessary | |

12. fGo'nfereence, after prayer or dlvme serviece shall be opened as
follows: (1) Inviting visiting brethren to seat. (2) Opening the door of

the church for the reception of members. (3) Calling for the reading

of the minutes of the flast conferdnce. (4) Calling for absentees. (5)

For acknewledgemenﬂts (6) For references or deferred business. (7)
For new matters of dealings, which are to come before t:h:e body (8),

For miscellaneoius business.

© 18, Visiting brethren, as help called in from sister ch'urches, -shall
be allowed to speak and make motions and seconds, but not allowed
to vote. | ‘ | |

into the church without letter, when it is made apparent that his
Chrnistian character is unimpeachable, and that he has applied for a
letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join this or some
sister church. All other members must join by letter or kaptism. |

15. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent
of the members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be

vahd and unless withdrawin the memfber who makes them shall be liable.

to be taken under dealings by the church,

16. When the moderator icalls for absentees, Ihhe clerk shall :mform
the church what members have been absent from three successive
conferences, and the moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren
to cite eact of them to the next conference.
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17. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited verbally
or in writing to attend his trial; (provided his residence be known to
the church. If a minister be guilty of unchristian conduct, he may be
dealt with just as any other member, by his church, and must be re-
ported to the Ordaining Council and they may silence him for a period
of time or indefinitely, as they see {it.

18. ‘When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced,
he shall not be examined till the question has been put to the church:
“Will you hear the testlmony of this witness?” |

19. The evidence in every case of dealmg and acknowledgemenft
shall be minuted in the church book.

20, Members dismissed from the church by letter who become
dlsorderly or continue to hold their letters without a good reason, shall
be cited to the conference to answer for their conduct.

- 21. Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their peti-
tion if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have
smcerely repented of their former evil conduct,

22. A vote shall not be taken mpon any questmn Wlthnout a move
and a second, and in all 1mportant questlons the vote shall be taken by
rising to the feet.

. 23. No motion shall be made while a move and second is before the
con:ference

24. It shall be considered dis;ord-erly for any member  to absent
himself from conference when an important question is to be decided;
but a member, upon his request, may be exempted Ifrom votlng on
either side in peculiar cases.

25. No member shall leave the house during conference without a
gsufficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering without being
subject to being called to order by the moderator.

26. All discussions in conference must be conducted with calmness
and good feeling; those who speak must rise to their feet and address
the moderator, and keep to the point in debate.

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same motion
without permission from the moderator nor shall the remarks of any
one be unreasonably long. |

28. When the moderator speaks 1n debate he mu&t nocmmate some
brethren moderator in his stead. |
- 29. No one shall be 1ntercmpted while SpeaLklmg unless it is necessary

to call h1rn to order |

30. It shall be the rule of the church to attend to the adm.lmstra-
tion of the Lord’s supper and foot washing at least four times a yeam,
and the expenses are to be paid by the church. |

31. Members not in good standing shall not commune, but the
administration shall not be deferred on account of any ordmary matter
of dealing.

32. Public fasting, hu:rmhatmn and prayer shall be observed on
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proper occasions. | | ; -
33. It shall be the duty of the pastor to take up collectlons quarterly : | B
for the support of the home mission work, - | | &
34. It shall be the duty of each churlch tto a,plpomt a. commlttee to ‘
revise the church book once a year. - 1B
356. This decortum may be altered or amended *by the vote of two- b
thirds of the members present at any two successive monthly con- .
ferences. e - L | '{
_ ARTTICLES OF FAITH o (B
1. THE SCRIPTURE. The Scripture of the Old and New Tesba- |
ments were given by the inspiration of God, and are binding on all as i“ 'r
our only rule of faith and practice. ‘There is only one living and tnue
God, infinite in all of His attribiutes; ithe Creator, Preserver and Gov- i

ernor of the Universe, revealed to us in the Seriptures as Father, Son
and Splrat |

2. OHRIS.T He i1s God fmam:fest in the flesh, Fbemg in His dwme
ature true, God, in His human nature true man, united in the person
ot Messiah as the mediator for the redemption of the world.
3. THE HOLY SPIRIT. He possesses all personal divine attrlbutes
fbelonrgmg to the Reformer, Comforter and Sanctifier of men.

4, DIVINE PURPOSE AND PROVIDENCE. The purposes of God
are eternal and immutable, and His ‘Wise and Holy Providence is over
all things to secure (His only glory and the hlghest welfare of all crea-

tures.

D. ORIGINAL STATE AND FALL OF MAN. Mtan was created
upright, but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemnation.
All his ;paostlerlty inherits- his fallen nature, which is cherished by in-
dulgemece so all who come to years of moral aacount*iblhty, ' sm a.nd
come short of ‘the glory of God. | - . o

6. THE ATONEMENT. Christ in His great compassion offered
Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and those by His life, suffering and
death, made an atonement which is full and free to _u'allil, emd opens 'the

* only way to salvation. | | o

7. GRACE. No one can by his own worsk merit, obtain salvatmn

which is wholly of the grace of . God and rbhromgh which all 5p1r1tua{l
blessings are bestowed wpon us .

8. CONDITION OF SALVATION. These are repentancas amply-
ing G@dly sorrow for open concessions and other renunciations of sin,
faith or the Lnreslerved commlthaﬂ of the mind and heart to receive,
obey and trust in Christ, regeneraatmn of the Holy Spirit, whereby the
soul is freed from the dommmn of sin and brought into the Lglormus
Iberty of the children of God. | | |

9. ELECTION. God has not i‘lxed the future state of man by
any unconditional decree, but determined from the Ebegmnmg to Save
a]ﬂ w:ho could comply w1th the conditions of salvatmn -

o1
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10. PRESERVANCE. None will be finally saved but those who,
through grace, preserve in holiness.

11. ISALVAMION FREE. God desires the salvation of all, the Gos-
pel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and whosoever will, may
come and take of the watar of life freely.

12. THE FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will is not con-
trolled by any fatal necessity or extemnal force, but is free and self-
determined, having power to yield to gracious influences or resist them:
and perish.

13. GOSPEL ORDINAJNOES Baptism or the immersion of believ-

ers In water, and the Lord’s supper are ordinances to be perpetuated
under the Gospel or universal obligation and to be admmls”oered to all
true believers.

 14. THE SABBATH. The Christian Sabbath is a divine institu-
tion binding on all, and should be observed by abstaining from all secu-
lar business, amusements and consecrated to the worship of God and to
spiritual improvements.

15. THE RESURRECTION. Fmal judgment and final retribution
— Christ will make His second appearance at the end of the world,
when the dead will be raised, the judgment will set, the righteous will
be received to eternal blessedness, and the wicked banished to endless
suffering. |

GOVERNMENT AND ORDIN ANCES

1. We believe that the Gospel church, or a church of Chrlst is a
congregation of Christians constituted and governed according to the
rules laid down in the New Testament.

- 2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of gov-
ernment and ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to be com-
posed of baptised believers in Christ.

)

3. ‘That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of
Gospel churches, and that the invisible church is composed of the re-
deemed now in Heaven; and of such Christians now on earth as are not
attached to the visible; according to the Gospel rules.

4. 'That the establishment of a central or Catholic government
over the visible church or any part thereof is a device of earthly ambition
repugnant to the word of God and subsersive to the churches and danger-
ous to the liberties of men.

- 6. That the Gospel churches are the e*clesiasti-cal bodies or
tribunals authorized by the Scrinture; that each church has the un-
restricted right to administer its own government without supervision
or interference, being under Christ essentially independent and abso-
lute and that if this right is surrendered to a superintending juris-

diction by delegation or otherwise the assembly ceases to be a gospel
church.

6. That churches may nevertheless, meet by delegates from an
association and declare the terms =pon which they will keep up a
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friendly. correspondence but- -that the rights and authority of the
churches being inalienable are in no wise compromised by or hinder-
ed--by entering into an association, therefore associations have no
shadow of authority over wchurches or individuals, their only powers
being to transact business which does not pertain to churches in their
eclesiatical ca,pacity,' or to 7Ppromote mutual intercourse and concen-
tration of voluntary effort, and to give that advice to churches which
ng‘ht with equal guthority be given by an: individual. T

.7.. That the authority of churches are: designated for. the per-
p-etuwtlo.n of the true religion of the Gospel and for. the preservation
of ':a pure and orderly body of 'Christians on earth, that is fully suf-
fient for the purposes. intended, but it does not :ex’oend to the persons
property or comsciences of men in any case whatever. .

8. That the only requisites to church rmemhe:rshar_n are faith in
Christ and obedience-to the Gospel, that faith in Christ necessarily
exists in’ connection with the  belief in the fundamental truths: of
Christianity, and to prescribe any other requisites of church member-
ship is an assumptlon on the part of the church and a departure from the
plan of the Gospel.. . ~ N

=9, That the efflcens of the church are elders smd deﬂareons athat
elders are also called bishops or pastors; that all elders are equal in
rank; d:heuguh they may perform different functions since some may be
bishops or pastors of a particular »chu;wh 'whlle ethers may Ibe s1mp1y
elders, having no pastoral charge. - | o

-10. -_T-hat ‘the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to
teaching, exhortation and rebuke, but no further, that he can not
perform any act which belongs to the authority of fhe church, such
as the reception of members into the church compact, of “the expul-
sion of offenders,” that as member of the church - he is no more ‘than
any other member, and if he is guilty of transgression he’ is to be
brought to trial before his brethren and convicted or acquitied’ inthe
same manner-as if he were a private person; <Yyet we think it prudent
and ' proper- to: call in advisory help, es1p~ecially if- the -*minis-te'r-f is te
be tried upon a charge of heresay. | | S

11. ‘That Christian fbaptlsm is the fmmersion of a fbehe\ﬂer in water
in the mame of the Father, Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

12, That the Lord’s svtpper lS an Jerdlnance to be oﬁznserved in the
church till the LLord comes. . o |

13. \The elders and ldealeens mist ibe set apart to their office by
ordmatmn iby the 1mp081t10n of the hands of the presbyteny and pray-

‘er, without which they are not aubhorlzed to adm:lmster the ordanances-

pertaining to then' reSpeetNe offlces

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION
1. A church proper in its lowest semse (s a body -of - Christians
-gni-t’ed and congregated to:g*.ether for the purpose of worshiping God
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and promoting His cause, and in which the Gospel is regularly
preached; the ordinamces duly administered and the principles of
holiness encouraged and practiced. Each church or body thus form-
ed is a separate part thereof and independent dn itself; (possessing
the right to direct its own affairs in its own way, subject onily in
certain difficult cases to anbitrate by sister churches. [ISuch churches
may, however, unite in associational capacity for purposes of more
thorough organization, efficient work and for general and mutual
good of all without surrendering any of their individual rights, There-
fore, the churches herecinafter mentioned resolve themselves into a body
eclesiastic t6 be known as the Martin Association of Free Will Baptist
which shall meet annually at such time and place as may be agreed ypon
by the body at its annual meeting.

2, The Association, when assembled, shall be composed Of all
Ministers of the ‘Association, both ordained amd licentiates, all standing
board members and the delegates chosen by the several churches from
time to time for that purpose. |

3... The nrmber of delegates to (be determined by the membershlp of
the respective churches. To simplify this we will state that any church is
entitled to two delegates, it matters not how few members it may have.
That after it has attained fifty members it shall then be entitled to one
more delegate to every twenty-five members or fraction part thereof, un-
til it has reached one hundred; then for every fifty, or fractional part
rbhereof and go on increasing in its ratio to any number,

4. 'The officers of the Association shall consist of a mouderatﬂr cierk
and treasurer to be chosen annually for the next year and to be elected
by ballot or any way the Association deems proper.

5. It shall be the duty of the moderator to preside over the body
dunrmg the session for which he is elected, calll the session to order, en-
force the rules of decorum, decide all questions of discipline, and in case
of a tie, to cast the deciding vote. - -

6. It shall be the duty of the elerk to keep cn ar'cunate mewvd of the
kusiness transactions of the association, superintend the printing of the
minutes and draw on the treagvirer for the funds to discharge the expense
of the same: He shall hold office until his successor is eleated and install.
ed, and shall receive such cﬁmpensa:tio:n for his services as the association
may deem proper -to allow.

7. Dhe Association sahall have a mission board, a promotionaj board
and a superannuation board. These shall be known as ‘Standing Boards.”
There shall also be an ordaining council and an investigating committee.
and any other committee the body shall deem necessary. Alll board and
committee members shall be appointed annually by .the moderator or/
elected by the body. The chairman of each of the standing boards togeth-
oy with the moderator and ~secretany & treasurer shall compose the
executive committee. | |

" 8. When the association is assemblled 4 majority of all the members
enrolled shall be required to form a -r1orum for the transaction of business

9. All debates shall be conducted in a ‘Christian like and broth-



erly Sp1r1t .All shall be allowed the privilege of speaking on any questmn
which is submitted to the consideration of the body.

10. Every speaker shall rise to his feet, address the moderator,

and keep to the question in debate, and shal]l avoid all unpleasant

reflections and pernsomalities.

11. No brother shall be allowed to consume more than flfteen
minutes in one speech, or speak more than twice on the same subJect ex-
cept by permission of the moderator or body . - -

12, “All questions shal]l be submitted by move and secrond the first

motion taking precedence in point of order, Every motion seconded must.

be acted upon, unless withdrawn by the mover.
13.  The business shall be taken up in order accordmg to the sub-

joined plan, unless it becomes necessary to suspend the regular rules

for a time for purposes which gppear proper.

| 14, The moderator shall, at each seﬂs'sldn. invite corresponding.
dele:mates from other bodies of our own order, and also rrnmlsters from
other de:nommaftlons to seats, when thus seuated shall be entltled to the

fI‘lGIldSh’p of honorary members.

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT :
Havmg been, we trust fbruught togethelr to orgamze ‘an associa-

tion; by divine grace to embrace our JLord Jesus Christ, "to give our-

selves up wholly to Him, with all humility and rbmtherlydove; to
watch over each other for good, and stir up each other to love and
“good work, and not forsaking the frequent assembling of ourselves
‘together with our neighbors to worship God according to His reveal-

ed will, as occasion may require; to warm, rebuke and admonish each
other according to the rules of the Gospel, that the knowledge may be

‘thereby promoted to the end. We will uphold the public worship of
- God and the ordinances of His house, and ‘hold constant communion
~with each other therein; and we will cheerfully contribute of our pro-
- perty for the maintenance of a faithful minister of the Gospel among

us and for the extension of the blessed Redeemer’s kingdom among us

universally. We will not omit family and close religion at-home mor

allow ourselves in the too common neglect of the great and ‘important

- duty of religiously training our children for the service of God and

the enJoytment of heaven. We will also sympathize with each other in
seasons of temptation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the
necessities of the saints. We will especially pray for and with each
other for the churches universally for the promised effusion of the
Holy tSmrnt for the prosperity of Zion, and the ingathering of the

“elect and may the God of Peace, who brought again from the dead our
‘Lord Jequs Christ, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through the

blood of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good

_WOI_"k to do His will, that we may not ionly enjoy a mame and place

in the church on earth but finally with His glorious church of the first-
born of Heaven in ascribing blessings, honors, might, majesty to Him
who sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever.
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