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OF THE 
' 

- 73rd ANNUAL SESSION 

' 

• 

OF THE 

MARTIN FREEWILL BAPTIST_ 
ASSOCIATION 

· ... -41~· . ' ' . ' . . ' . . -,·~··· . ···'-' '~ 

WHICH CONVENED WITH 

BELL VIEW CHURCH, Colquitt, Ga. 
AND 

• 

PILGRHd HOME CHURCH, Newton, Ga. 
ON 

October 23rd and 24th, 1959 
' 

OFFICERS 
T. A. Drake, Moderator ________ ----------------- _________ Iron City, Ga. 
Willis L. Heard, SeCJty. & Treas. _______________________ Bainbridge, Ga. 

' 

Executive Committee 
Willis L. Heard (Chai11man) ---------~----------------------Bainbridge, Ga. 
Lee Roy Johnson ____________________ ------------------------ Donalsonville, Ga. 

0. F. E:verson ·----------------------------------------- --~---
W. R. BaDber ------------------------------------------------------------ Colquitt, Ga. 
Edgar Smith ------~---------~--------------------------------- ___________ Colquitt, Ga. 
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INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE 
Bro. Willie Lane (3 years) -----------------·--------------- Iron City, Ga. 
Bro. Z. T. Calhoun (2 years) ------------------------------ Colquitt, Ga. 
Bro. I. M. Avd (1 year) -----------------------------~------- !·von City, Ga. 

. . . 
ORDAINING COUNCIL · ··· 

Rev. H. L. Catrett (3 years) Ohairman ________________ Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. L. D. Scott (2 years) --------------------------------------Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. W. H. Horn (1 year) -------------------------------- Donalsonville, Ga. 
R·ev. A. B. Ard (Emeritus) ----------------------------~-- Bainbridge, Ga. 

STANDING BOARDS 
Mission Board 

Sister C. A. Lane, Secty. & Treas. (:3 years) ·---- Iron City, Ga .. 
Bro. 0. F. Ever.s!on, Ohairman: (1 y.ear) _____________________________ : ______ _ 
Bro. J. T. Hilburn (2 years) __________________ ------------------- Newton, Ga. 

Promotional Board 
Bro. Herbert BIQiyd (3 years) ---------------- West Bainbridge, Ga. 
Bro. W. R. Barber (2 years) ------------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
Sister Mary Brown (1 year) Secty. & Treas. _______ Oolquitt, Ga. 

Superannuation Board 
Bro. Edgar Smith, Chaivman (3 years) ___________ Colquitt. Ga .. 
Bro C. T. Turner (2 years) --------------------- . __________ . Brinson, Ga. 
Sister J. J. Scott (1 y.ear) ---------------------------------- Brinson, Ga. ---

State Promotional Secretary & Treasurer 
Rev. E. C. Morris ---------------------------- P. 0. Box 553, Tifton, Ga. 

PROCEEDINGS 
FRIDAY MORNING SESSION 

The 73rd Annual Session of The Martin Freewill Baptist 
Association c·onvened with Bellview Church, Colquitt, Ga.· at 
ten o'clock on Friday morning, Oct. 23, 1959. · 

The Session was opened with .a song service led by Rev. 
B. W. Clenney and prayer by Rev. J. B. Lovering. 

Si:ster Drew mioyd gave the Devotional, reading from the 
16th ohapter of Srt. Luke, begnning with the 19th verse. · 

Sister B. W. Clenney -gavethe welcome address and Rev. 
Drew Floyd gave -the response. 

At 10:30 A. M. the l\1ioderator gave . his message taken 
from the 3rd ·chapter of Lamentations, 22nd verse. 

Next the Credential Committee was appointed ·which con
sisted of Bro. Lee Roy Johnson, Bro. John Bailey and Bro. R. 
T. Middleton. 'I1he Moderator, B1~o. T. A. Drake, turned in his 
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resignation (to become eff,eotive at the close of this 73rd Ses
sion) and asked that he not he considered for re-election. 

·.·Rev. C. J. Harvey gave a talk on Camp Mt. Bethel and 
asked for a donaUorn to help pay the Camp indebtness. Bro. 
Harvey stated that .he would give 10 per.cent ,of what ,the Asso
dation gave. An IOiffering of $37 •64 was taken .. Bro. Harvey 
gave $3.76 wh:icih made a total of $41.4,0· . 

.. ~ Rev. Edward Sheffield prea:CJhed ~the eleven o'clock Ser
mon, reading from the 20th chapter of St. Matthew beginning 
with the 20th verse and reading thru the 28th verse, using 
the 22nd verse as his text. 

Rev. Lee Roy Knighton dismissed the Body for the noon 
thour. 

• 

.. --
' . . ,. 

. . ' 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 

. The Friday afternoon Session opened at 1:30 P. M. with 
asong s~ervice led by Rev. B. W. Clenney and prayer by Rev. 
C. A. Gilbert. ·· 

Rev. J. J. Scott gave the devotional and talked from the 
23rd Psalm. · .. · ' 

-- . . . . . 

. The Credential Committee made a partial report and re-
ported 16 Ohurchesrepreserited with a total of $301.75. A move 
and second was made and car.ried to accept this 1partial report 

• . , - . • I - . 

aS read, , I 

Sister Lucille Stewart and Sister C. M. Smith were ap
pointed to read the Ohurc:h letters. Delegates: which were read 
are as• follows: · ·· 
Thompson Church: 

Bro. Clifton Powell, Bro. and Sister G. R. Grimes, and 
Sister Alma Jean Grimes. . . 
River Turn Church: 

Sister Charlotte Parker and Sister Betty Barber. 
New Evergreen Church: 

Sister Howard Corley and Bro. and Sister J. L. Barnett. 
Pilgrim Home Church: 

Sister W. J. Hilburn and Sister Calvin Touchtone 
New Home No.1 Church: , 

Sis:ter I. M . .Ard, Sister Owen Sheffield, Sister Tom Me- / 
Lendon, Sister Patricia McLendon and Bro. P. E. Middleton. 
New Home No.2 Church: 

Bro. Claude Newsome and Bro. and Sister Eddie Avery. 
Polar Branch Church: 

No delegates. -
" 



Hebrew Church: 
· Bro. and Sister J. C. Ridddlehoover, Bro. Lee Roy John

son, Hm. Edd Hill, and Bro. Fred lngram . 
• 

Spring Field Church: 
Bro. Jessie Reagans, Sisber Annie Mae Sheffield, and 

Sister C. B. Reese. 
Highway Church: 
· Sister Bessie Scott, Sister Jewel Barber and Sister L. D. 
Scott. 
Mt. Gilead Church: 

Bro. T. J. Hearn, Bro. Robert Boyd and Bro. Hel'lbert Boyd. 
New Salem Church: 

Brn. antd Sister B. D. Wells, Bro. and Sister W. R. Barber 
and Bro. and Sister Drew Prickron. 
Corinth Church: .· . . 

Bro. and Sister Jack Burke, Sister A. J. Cordell and Sis-
ter G. A. Lane. · · 
Bellview Church: ) 

Bro. anti Sister Kimbrel. Sister Carroll Brown, Sister 
Pansy Pate and Sister Clyde Bruns1on; 
Colquitt Church: 

Sister W. T. Cooper, Sister Ella :Wvering, and Sister Clif-
ton Carpenter. 
Mothers Home Church: 

Bro. ann Sister John Bailey, Bro. an-1. Sister .Jne Hrown 
Adams a:nd Bro. Z. T. Calhoun: 

A move and second was made and carried that these letters 
be received as read and delegates be seated with the Body. 

Call WM made for petitionary letters. None was rec,eived. 

Roll Call of Mnisters As Given Below: . . .. . ' -

ORDAINED MINISTERS . · . · 
Rev. Drew Floyd ---------------------------------------------------- ___ Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. Tom Henry -------------------------------------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. H. L. Catre1tt __________ ----------------------------- _______ Colquitt, Ga 
Rev. Lewis Batchelor ___ ------------------·------- ___ , Rt. 2 Camilla, Ga. 
Rev. W. H. Horn ----------------c---------------- Rt. 2, Donalsnnvme, Ga. 
Rev. L. D. Scott ________ --------------------- . _________ _______ ___ Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. A. B. Ard -------------~---------'---------------- ______ Bainbridge, Ga. 
Rev. C. A. GHbert -------------------------------~-~--~--- · ______ ·- Cilquitt, Ga. 
Rev. B. W. Clenney _______________________________ cc ..•• _ Rt. 3, Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. F. W. Sellers ____________________________ ............ Rt. 3. Bainbridge, Ga. 
Rev. R. W. Holems .. ______ __ ______ Rt. 2, Box 795, Albany, Ga. 
Rev. Edward Sheffield __________________ Rt. 3, Donalsonville, Ga • 
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R~ev. Willie Sellers -------------------------·-------------- R t. 1; Camilla, Ga. 
Rev. J. J. Scott -----------~~-----------~.::::-~~--------c---------c~------ Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. J. B. Lovering ---"·---:.._--~-"-:~------~--------~---------------"Colquitt, Ga . 
Rev. p,aul Long _____________ . _____________________ ---------------- Colquitt, _ Ga; 
. ' :· - . -· . 

LICENSED MINISTERS 
Rev. Lary PiOwell ______________________________________________ : __ Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev, Isaac Musg-rove ----~~----:·-------~--'c-: _________ , ___ Rt_. 2, Oolquitt, Ga. 
Rev. G. W. West---------------------------------------------- Rt. 1, Cairo, Ga. 
Sisiter Della McAlpin ------------------------------------------ Sneads, Fla. 
Rev .. - Gus -I vey. ______ : ____ _:__. ________________________ cC--------------------'--------'--------
Rev .-Irvin Williams ----~----------------------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 

'' ~---The following committees- were appointed:· 
Program Committee: 

' . ~ -

, _ Sister :Edwavd Sheffield, Sister Mary Brown and Bro. J. 
-Jt ·MeN ease;' ----- - · - -•' · · · - · - · --- · • : - - · 

Disbursment Committee: . . - -

. • .Bro. Edgar Smith, Rev. L. D. Scott, and B-ro. W.R. Barber. 
~--- . .. . . ' . . . 

Nominating Committee: -
Bro .. J. C. Riddlehoover, Em. T. J. Heard and Sister Jack Burke. 

· _ Ohurches appointed oo various committees· are as follows: 
Bellview Church -------------------------------------------- Sunday School 
Pilgrim Home ___________________ _ ____________________ ___________ Resolutions.· 

-~ ._··.· , Hebrew Church ----------------·-----:--------·------------'--''~- Obituaries 
Thompson Church ------------~-,-,-------~---''----- ______ , Suggestions 
Mt. Gilead Ohureh _________ ----~- _______ : ____ __ ______ _ Temperance 

-·· • :>New Sali:~.in Church--~~-----~---- ~-~~: _________ Sabbath Observance 
' ' , . \ .. . 

- . Correspondence from other Associations was called- for 
and given as follows: -. . . ., ·-_ - . - . . . -

Midway Association: Bro. 0. V. Everson, Bro. Lee Roy 
Knighton, Bro. Alvin Day, and Bro. T. D. Tedder. 

Union Association: Bro. Curtis Gay, Bro. C. J. Harvey, 
State Association: Bro. E.· C. Morris. 
A move an sec;ond was made and carried- that the Moder

a:tor extend the dght hand of Ohristian fellowship to thes'e 
visitors. This -the Moderator did. - -

Reports of the delegate to various Associations was call-· 
ed for. One was received. Rev. B. W. Clenney gave a report of 
Little River Association. 
· · Rev: E. G~ Morris gave a report on the Unified Program. 

"' . ' 

Call was made for .reports of Standing Boards and Com-
mitt~es. .. See reports. · -.-- . -.-- -. _ 

-•-- Rev. J. B. Lovering made a talk on cihanging, amending, 
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or revising articles No. 2 and No. 7 of the Associational Con
stitution. 

A move and second was made and carried, that the Mode
rator appoint a committee to study articles No. 2 and No. 7 
of ·the Associational GonsUtution and bring any suggestions 
they have for changing, amending or revising same before the 
Body in Session Saturday morning, Oct. 24, 1959. The Moder
ator appointed Rev. H. L. Catrett, Rev. Edwa:rd Sheffield and 
Rev. Paul Long to serve on this Committee. 

' .. 

A move and second was made and carried to extend Bell
view Ohurch and Community a rising vote of thanks for their 
hospitality during the first day of this Session. 

A move and second was made and carried to adjourn for 
the day and . meet with Pil.gram Home Church on Saturday 
morning Od. 24th, 1959. 

Rev. H. L. Catrett led the closing p~rayer. 
Bro. T. A. Dra~e, Moderator 

Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk 

FRIDAY EVENING SERVICE 
. 

There were several young people came together from various 
churches and led the serv.i'ce on Friday evening, beginning at 

. 7:30. Reverend Larry Powell led the singing and also the De~ 
votional. He used Galatian 6:7 and gave some very timely ad.; 
monitions to both old and young. 

Brother Louie Grimes was acting as master of ceremonies, 
. and after an interesting testamony service, ·and a solo by 

Shirley Clenney he presented Rev. J. B. LOIVering who deliver
ed the sermon. The text was Romans 10:13-15, an'd he used for 
a subject "Links In The Chain of Redemption." 

There were severa1• of our Ministers and older laymen 
who attended the service with the youth. Surely our young 
people are always ready to render service, but they also appre
ciate the intere.s:t and encoura:g.ement of their. seniors .. 

. 
-SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

The Saturday morning Session of the Martin Freewill 
Baptist Association met at Pilgrim Home Church on Oct. 24th, 
1959. 

The Session opened at 9:45 A. M. with a song service led 
by Rev. H. L. Catrett and prayer by Rev; Drew Floyd. 

· Silent prayer was offered for Bro. . Eilie Drake and 
Daughter, and Rev. Roy Roberts with Rev. H. L. Catrett 
closing ~the prayer. 
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' l i 'Dhe · Devotonal was giv·en by Rev. Issac Musg~ove, ·taken 
• •.) [ from the 13th chapter of 1st Corinthians . 

I 

. , Welcome address was given by Bro. Willie Hilburn and 
: , Bro. Richard MeN ease gave the response. 

Called for reading of first day's minutes. Same was read 
1 and adopted . 

·.. Called for report of Committee on changing, amending, 
or .revising the Cons,titution. Rev. H. L. Catrett read reports, 
all1id explained the proposed changes of articles No. 2 and No. 7. 
'Dhe report was trubled until Saturday afternoon. See reports. 
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· Correspondence from other Associations was called for 
and given as . follows: 

.Ull1iion .. Association _______ Bro. A. C. 'Drulock. 
.-··· - ........ ·-·'·-The Moderator extended Bro. Trulock .the ~ight hand of 

Christian felLowship . 
... . Renewed call for Ohurch letters. 'Dwo were •received 
with a total fee of $19;50. Sis:ter Jack Burke read these letters. 
Delegates which were read are as follows: 

Proctor Ohapel Ohurah ____________ Bro. and Sislter Jim Willis. 
, . ·. Mt. Glory Church ____ Bro._. Jimmy Taylor and Bro. Wesley 
- - . ' 

NeW1berry. . 
... Move and second was made and carried to receive these 

letters as read and seat the delegates. 
" ' -' . - . ' 

Renewed call for reports. of all Boards a:nd Committees. 

See· reports. 
A move and second was ma,de and carried, that the Mission 

Board investigate the condition of Coolspring Church and 
render all service possible to help this Chuvch. 

Renewed call for correspondence fr,om obher associations. 
Same was given as follows: , 

State Line Association _ ______ _ ____________ ; Bro. Leo Curtis. · 
Union Association ___________________________ Bvo. Marvin Irvin 
'11he Modera:tor extended these visit01rs tlhe right hand of 

Christian fellowship. 
Rev. p,aul Long vreached the eleven o'dock sermon, read

ing the first ten verse,s of the 19:th chapter of St. Luke, using 
"Heaven in The Home" as a subject. 

Rev. Leo Curtis dismissed the iBody for the noon hour. 
I 
' 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
The Saturday afternoon session opened at 1:30 P.M. with 

a song service led by R~ev. H. L. Catrett. 
Rev. C. A. Gilbert gave the Devotional readin1g from the 
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14th chapter of John. 
· Rev. 'lorn Henry preached a sermon on "Expressions." 
Called for final report of Oredential Committee and the 

Credential committee was relieved. 

· . . Renewed call for reports of Boards and Committees. See 
reports. 

A move and second was made and carried to print a 
special obituaries report for Mothers Home Church in the 
Associational MinUJtes and the same be paid for by Mothers 
Home Church Bible Circle. 

A move and second was! made and carried to have a two 
thirds majority vote of theAssociation in Session before any 
CJhange in the Association Constitution could he made. 

Rev. Catrett :was asked to re-read the report of the Change 
or :Ammendment Committee which had been tabled earlier. 
This Rev. Catrett did. A move and second was made and carri
ed (by over two third majority vote) ·to accept this report and 
to make the proposed changes in the Constitution. For these 
changes see report of Change or Amendment Committee . 

. Galled for reports of Nominating Committee, Disburse
ment Committee and Program Committee. Same was given. 
See reports. 

A coT,rected T~easure report was ,given by Olerk. 
A move and second :was make to nominate the Moderator 

and Clerk from the floor instead of being nominated by the 
nominating committee. The· move was defeated by a vote of 
28 to 16. 

Delegates appointed to v;arious Associations are as follows, 
Midway Association; Rev. and Sister B. W. Clenney. 

Little River Association, Rev. Paul. Long and Bro. R. T. 
Middleton. 

• 

Union Association, Rev. and Sister Drew Fl,oyd. 
Salem Association, Rev. W. H. Horn, Rev. H. L. Catrett. 
State Line Association, Rev. C. A. Gilbert, Rev. B. W. 

Clenney. 
State Association: Bro. z. T. Calhoune, Bro. W. J. Hilburn. 
Chattahoochee Associa;tion,. Rev. Edward Sheffield. 
Georgia Union Association, Rev. and Siste·r J. B. Lovering. 
A move and second was made and carried to extend a 

rising vote of thanks to Bro. T. A. Drake for his service as 
- Moderator. 

A move and second was made and carried to give the 
7 
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Mis-sion Boa~d authority <to pay out of the . Mission Board 
treasure any expense it deems necessary· while helping Cool
spring Church. 

. . . - . . 

A move an!d second was made and carried to extend Pil
grim Home Church and Community a :r;ising vote of thanks for 
their hospitauty during this second day of the 73rd Annual 
Ses.sion of the Martin Freew.ill Baptist Association. 

A move and second was made and carried to adjourn and 
meet with Hebre.w Ohurdh on Friday, Oct. 21st, 1960 and with 
New Salem Church on Saturday, Oct. 22nd, 1960. 

--

. -

. Rev. L, D. Scott led the clos.ing .prayer. 
Bro. T .. A. Drake, Moderat~r . ·· 
Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk. 

. ' . 

. . ' . 

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND· COMl\fi'ITEES 

. Change or Ammendmerit Committee· 
- - ' . 

We your Committee on "Ohange or Ammendment" of the 
second and seventh articles of the kssociational Constitution, 
resulve the following change or ammendment; 

Article No. 2 The Associrution when assembled. shall be 

' . . ' 

. 
''• . - . . . 

composed of all Minis,ters of the · Associa
tion, both Ordained and Licentiates, all 
Standing Board members, . and the dele
gates chosen by the several Chu~ches froni 
time to time for tfua;t purpose. .·· 

· · · Article No. 7--'1The Associati10n shall !have a Mssion Board, 
. ' 

• > -· •.. 

.. 

'a Promotional Board and a Superannua-
- . ·. tion Board. These shall ibe known as, 

1'Standing Boards". There shall also be an 
Ordaining .Council •and an :Investigating 
Committee, and any other Committee the 
the Body shall deem necessary. All Board 
• • • 
and Committee members shall he appomt-
ed annually by the Modm,ator of elected 
bythe Body. The Ohaimnan of each of the 
Standing Boards together with the Mode-· 
· rator and Sect. & Treas. shall compose the 
· Executive Committee. 

Respectfully Submitted.·. 
Rev. H. L. Oatrebt, Chairman 
Rev. Edward Sheffield . 
Rev. Paul Long 
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OBITUARIES COl\11\IITTEE 
We regret very much to learn that 11 members of our As

sociation hwve been claimed by death in the last year. They are 
as follows·: 
New Salem Church: 

Bro. Ralph Sheffield, Bro. Guy Long and Sister Frank 
Shepherd , 

Proctor Chapel Church: 
Bro. E. 0. Palmer 

Highway Church: 
Bro. Perry Mills 

·Hebrew Church: _ 
Sister W. J. Horn 

New Home No.1 Church: 
Sister Lizzie Daniels 

• 

Thompson Church: 
Sister Annie Jordan 

Mothers Home Church: 
Sister Zula Mae Lunsford and Sister Euia MusJ;rrove 

R~espectfully Submitted 
-Oorinth Church and Pastor 

SPECIAL OBITUARIES REPOR1 
From Mothers Home Church and Bible Circle 

Mothers Home Bible .Circle and Church was saddened this 
past year iby the passing of two of the older members of their 
Church an~d Bible Circle, Sister Zula Ma·e Lunsford and Sister 
Eula Musgrove. 'I1hey were both charter members of Mothers 
Home Church and faithful to God and Church until Jesus called 
them to rest. They will be missed lby all the Church anrl com
munity, but we arre comforted in the thought that they have 
gone to be with Jesus. 

Sister Lunsford died at iher home in Boykin Monday morn
ing, December 29th. Sister Lunsford was the former Miss· Zula 
Mae Haywood, the daughter of the late James Henry and Mary 
Jean Haywood. She was the wife of .the Iate Claude C. Lunsford. 

Funeral services were held at Mothers Home Ohurch, Dec. 
30th. Rev. J. B. Ledlow a:nd Rev. L. D. Scott officiated. 

Survivors include three daughters, Mrs. A. W. Brewer of 
West Bainbridge, Ga.; l\1:rs. 0. D. Gray and Mrs. A. W. Ford of 
Oakland, Fla.; six sons, Carroll, Ferris, Claude, Grndy, Fred 
and Ray Lunsford, all of F1t. Lauderdale, Fla.; One brother, 
Spurgeon Haywood, one sister, Mrs. E. F. Lovering, both of 
Colquitt, Ga., and a large number of grandc.hildren. 
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Sister Eula Musgrove -died Frid1ay ev,ening, March 20th, at 
her home in the Boykin community. Sister Murgrove wa& the 
daughter of_ the late Mr. and Mrs. John '.DhornJton and the wife 
of the late Michall B. Musgrove. 

Her funeral was held at Mothers Home Church, with the 
Rev. Drew Floyd and the- Rev. L. D. Scott officia:ting. 

Survivors include two sons, Isaac and Paul Musgrove of 
Colquitt, Ga.; four daughters, Mrs. Willie Johnson of Dade 
Oity, Fla., lVIrs. Peggy Bryan and Mrs. Russell Boatri1ght of 
J a:cksooville, Fla., Mrs. Mallie S1)encer of Colquitt, Ga. ; two sis 
ters, Mrs. Connie Gordon of Damascus, Ga. and Mrs. Hook 
Heard of Quincy, Fla.; fiv,e brothers, Pete 'llhornton of Lees
burg, Fla., Red, Bill, Jo:hn and Rudolph Thornton, all of Col
quitt, and several grandchildren and great gmndchildren. 

DISBURSEMENT COMMITTEE 
We your committee on -disbursements recommend the 

following: 
Clerk -- · ---·- - ' - - - --- - - - $?0 o-o 

----.... ------~--------------------------------------------------------------' ~ . 
Moderator ---~------------------~---------C-------------------------------- 10.00 
State Association :~------;~------------------- ---------------------------- 20.00 
National Association --------------------------------------_________ 5. 0 0 
Delegates e}Cpense to Nat~ Assoc. ______ : ___ :_____________________ 20.00 
Retain in Treasure ------------------------------~------------------ 50.00 .·· -· . - -

_-_____ Minutes. to.be paid for and the remainder to be allocated 
asfollows: · ---. - _ - ____ _ 

' - - ', ' ' . ' - ' 

~ , "Sta~e SecretarJI --------------c------------------------------------------ 20 pet. 
,, ,,Local Superinnuation Board _____ ------------------------"--------~ 35 pet. 

:: ,~- ;,J:.o~al. Promotion_al- Board ____ : ___________________________________ 22.5 pet. -
,,,,~: ··Mission Buard --~---~-c--ccc ______________________ c _______________________ 22.5 pet . .... - ~ ,_ -·· ' . "" ' -- ' ' - . ' . 

1' ,, • ' 
;-:~~ 'F ;":-__ ...... "'v· ~,_ . . 
~-«---Jlo ··-------~-

--,, . ' .. . 
. > . ' ., ,_. 

_ . - .. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE . . 
., ' --- -•< • ~ ' • • • •• ' • • - ' • • ·---· .. ·-'' .·,_- . 

., . , '.Dhe Executive Committee has not :had any busmess dur-
ing<the.pas.fyear. We want eac:h Church to feel free to call on 
the Executive Committee any time we -can be of any s'ervice at 
alL. Regardless of how small the matter may seem we are al-
ways willing to help. · . 

•, ~' 

. ' ' 

. Respectfllly Submitted 
The Executiv,e Committee 

. ·-
- -

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE 

' I , 

. ·-. '· 

We Ulige that ~each member of our Church be temperate in 
all things. Wine ·and· strong drink is a robber of wealth, health 
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and virtue. We should earnestly pray that all our Church mem~ 
hers be temperate always . 

. Beverage alehol must be brougrht under control. 'l'his 
enemy iSi ru criminal turned loose in our American Society. He 
is -a. gangster and murderer taking lives by the thousands. 
R~orbbing our Nation of many times what he pays in taxes. 
Even worse he is corrupting men and women, destroying 
homes and damming souls, oy the hundreds of thousands'. Why 
is it that sensible, upright people in America will continue to 
let so· great an enemy run loose? 

Respectfully submitted 
New H~ome No.1 Church and Pastor 

. !! 
The following t>;;ommittees had no report: Sunday School, 

Resolutions, SuggeJtions, Ordaining Council and Investigding. 
• 

SUPERANNUATION BOARD REPORT 
~~1oney Received: 

Balance from 1959 _____ .. _ .·· ------------------------- _____________ $18.52 
Janu. 14, Bro. Richard McNease ----------·----------------- 17.85 
April 13, Bro .. Richard McNease __ .. ____ . ____________________ 15.75 
June 17, Bro. Richard McNease ______________________ -~---- 22.05 
Sept. 14, B1~o. Richard McNease ____________________________ 16.10 
Oct. 17, Bro. W. L. Heard _________________________ -----·"--'- 35.52 

Total R•ecei ved ___________ ------------ ____ c __________ c __________ $125.79 
Money Paid Out: . 

Rev. A. B. Ard __________________________ --~--------------'~--:--~-------'- $3 LOO 
Rev. Tom Henry ____ _ _____ c__________ _ ___________ , --------~---------. 31.00 
Sister Dave Braswell ·------------------------ ____ ---"---C----------- 31.00 
State Superann ua ti on _ _ _____________________ '--------------------- 31 ~oo 

Balance in treasury _________________________ .. ________ _ _ $ 1. 79 
Respedfully Submitted 
Sister J. J. Scott, Bro. Edga':" Smith 
Bro. C. T. Turner · 

MISSION BOARD TREASURY REPORT (1958-1959). 
Assets: 

Cash on Hand -----------------------------------------~--------------- $14 7. 73 
Union Meeting Funds Nov. 29, 1958 ---------------c-'-- ____ 6.75 
Union M·eeting Funds: Mar. 28, 1959 ________ __ ________________ 7.6.5 
Union Meeting Funds May 30, 1959 --------------------------- 9.45 
Union Meeting Funds AUig. 29, 1959 -------------------------- 6.90 
M. F. W. B. Assoc. ·Funds _______________ ------------------------- 22.84 

Total Received __________________ ,___________________ $201.32 
11 
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Disbursements: 
' NONE . 

Balance in Treasury ------------------------------------------- $201.32 
Bro. 0. F. Everson, Br.o. J, T. Hilburn 

Sister G. A. Lane, Secty. and Treas. 

PROMOTIONAL BOARD 
Cash on Hand ----------------------------------------~-----~------- · $188.63 
Received during 1959 ---------------~------------------------------- 43.99 

Total in Treasure · --------------------------------------- $232.62 
Resvectfully Submitted 
Sis1ter Mary Brown, Secty. & Treas. 
Bro. Joe. B . .A:dams 
Bro. W. R. Barber 

• 

THE NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
We the Committee on nominations beg to submit the 

following : 
For Mod era tor----------~-------~---------------- Bro. Lee Roy Johnson 
F\or Assistant Moderator ________________________ Bro. Louie Grimes 

For Clerk ---------------------------------------- Bro. Willis L. Heard 
For Ass1istant Clerk --------------------------- Bro. Willie Hilburn 

For Ordaining Council: . 
Rev. H. L. Catrett (3 years) --------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 

For Mission Board: 
. .. Sister C. A. Lane, Secty. & Treas. (3 y1ears) Iron City, Ga. 

For Superannuation Board: 
' Bro. Erlg·ar Smith (3 years) ---------------------c------ Colquitt, Ga 
For Investigating .Committee: 

_. . Bro. Willie Lane (3 years) ____________________ Iron City, Ga. 

For Promotional Board: 
Bro. Herbert Boyd (3 years) ____________ West Bainbridge, Ga. 
We also recommend that the Association convene with 

Hebrew Church F'iiday, Oct. 21, 1960 and with New Salem 
Ohul'lch on Saturday, Oct. 22nd, 1960. 

We fur.ther recommen& tha:t Rev. F. W. Sellers ibring the 
Introductory message at Hebrew Chur·ch on Friday, Oct. 21, 
~60. ,' 

Respectfully Submitted 
Bro. J. C. Riddlehoover 
Bro. T. J. Hearn 
Sister Jack Burke 
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PROGRAM COMMITI'EE REPORT 

FRIDAY SESSION OCTOBER 21, 1960 
The program plans given below are proposed for the 74th 

annual Session of '11he Martin Freewill Baptist Association, to 
be held with Hebrew Church on Friday, October 21st, 1960, 
and with New Salem Church on Saturday, Octaber 22nd, 1960. 

Friday Morning, 10:00 A. l\'1 •. -
Song Services conducted .by Bro. C. A. Williams 
Assembly of Body for Worship by Moderator 
Devotional _______ Sister J. B .. Lov.ering · 
Welcome Address----~-- Bro. W. C. Atkinson 
Response _______ Bm. Louie Grimes ___ _ 

. 10:30 A. M •. -
Modera:tor's Message . 
Appointme111t of Cre1denHal Committee ·and Reading Clerk· 
Call for corrensponding Church letters · composdng ·. this 

Body. · 

ll:OOA.M. ' 
Messa:ge ________ Rev. Paul Long 
Noon hour . ', -

Friday Afternoon, 1:30 P. M.-
Devotional ______ Bro J. C. Riddlehoover 
Report of Credential Committee 
Reading and adoption of lette.rs a:nd seating of delegates 
Oall for petitionary letters 
Call for correspondents from other Associations 
.Report of State and National Associations 
Report of Women's Auxiliary 
Roll· call of Ministers 

• 

Report of all Boavds· Promotional, Supe:I'!annuation, Ordi-
national, Investigational, Executive 

Appointment of delegates to various Associations 
Appointment of Sessional Committee 
Arrangements and adjournment 

Friday night Servics-
Devotional _______ Bro. Gene MeN ease 
Message _______ _Bro. Larry Powell 

SATURDAY SESSION . OCTOBER 22nd, 1960 
Saturday Morning, 9 :30 A. M •. -

Song service conducted by Bro. Ike Ard 
Devotional _______ Bro. T. D. Carter 
Welcome Address _______ Bro. Emmett Houston 
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Response · Sister Ed Avery 
Renew call for Committee reports 
Reading and adoption of first .days minutes 
Renew call for correnspondence ,a:rid visitors 

11:00 A.M.-
Message to be supplied 
Noon hour 

1:30 P.M.-
Devotional _______ Bro. Ervin Williams 
Renewal of call for Committee reports 
·Report of Nominating Committee 
Report of Program Committee 
Miscellanleous business 
Election of officers 

. Report of treasure 
· Appointment of New Committees 
Completion of all unfinished business 
Adjournment 

Disbursements: 

Respectfully submitted 
Bvo. J. R. McNease 
Sister E<dward Sheffield 
Sister Mary Brown 

November 29, 1958: 
Rev. E. C. Morris -------'----C------------------------------------------- $15.75 
Sister J. J. Scott _____________ --------------------------------------------- 15.75 
8is ter Carol Brown _______ ------------------------------------------------ 6. 75 . 
Sister C. A. Lane ------------------------------------------------------------ 6. 75 
Moderator and Clerk fee ---------------------------------------------- 10.00 

Total paid, Nov. 29th, 1958 _______________ $55.00/ 

March 29th, 1959: 
· Rev. E. C. Morris ------------------------------·------------------------- $17.85 

Sister J. J. Scott ---------~---------------------------------------------- $17.85 
Sister Oarol Brown ----------------------------------------------------- 7.65 
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Sister C. A. Lane ------------------------------------------------------ 7.65 
Moderator and Clerk fee -------------------------------- 10.00 

Total paid, Mavch 29th, 1959 ___________ $61.00 

May 30th, 1959: 
Rev. E. C. Morris ------------------------------------------ $22.05 
Sister J. J. Scott ----------------------------------------------- _ 22.05 
Sister Carol Brown ------------------------ _ _____ 9.45 
Sister c. A. Lane __ ---~---------------------------- 9.45 
Moderator and Olerk fee _____ ------------------------- 10.00 

Total paid May 30th, 1959 _____________ $73.00 

August '29th, 1959: 
Rev. E. C. Morris _______________________________________________ c ____ _:_ $'16.10 
Sister J. J. Scott ---------------------------------------------- 16.10 
Sister Garo~ Brown ------------------------------------------'----- 6.90 
SrSiter G. A. Lane --------------------------------------------------- 6.90 
Moderator and Clerk fee -------------------------------------- 10.00 
State Associartion fee ----------------------------------------------- 10.00 · 
Printing of Minutes _______________ ____ ------ 10.00 

Total paid Aug. 29th, 1959 ______________ $76.00 

Grand Total Paid Out----------------------------- ______ $255.00 
Balance brought forward -------------------~--------------~---------~- $000.00 

. 

· Last Session the Moderator appointed. Committees con-
sisting of lilhe following: ·· 

Nominating Committee: 
Sister L. D. Scott, Chairntan 
Sister Ethel Newberry 
Sister Gail Bowell 
Program Committee: 
Sister Walter Atkinson, Chairman 
SiSiter Tom Lane 
Sister W. R. Barber - ' 

A s:pecial offering was taken for R·ev. J. L. Tedder May 

I, 
I . 
' 

I 
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I 

i 

i 
I 

I 
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l 
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• 

" I . ' ' . · 30th, 1959 amounting to $26.21. August 29th, 1959 an offering 
of $40.0PI was taken for the building program at Mt. Glory 
Ohurch. 

I : I .• 

Rev. Edward Sheffield ___ Moderator 
• 

Bro. J. R. McNease ___ J011erk 

UNION MEETING NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 
We, the Nominating Oommi,ttee, recommend that were" 

tain the same Moderator and Clerk for the next year . 
• 

We further recommend that the Union Meeting convene 
with the following Churches: 
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First Session ----------------------------- Mother's Home Church 
Second Session ---------------------------------- Cool Springs Church 
'Dhird Session ---------------------------------- ---------~Hebrew Church 
F'lourth Session ------------------------------------------- Corinth Church 

Res.pectfully submitted, 
Mrs. L. D. Scott, Chairman . 
E-thel Newberry 
Gail Powell 

UNION MEETING PROGRAM FOR 1959-1960 
First Sess1ion: Mother's Home Church ' 

··Devotional --------------------------------------------------- Mrs. C. A. Lane 

• 

· Welcome Add:ress --------------------------- Mrs. RiChard MeN ease 
Response --~---------------------------------------- Mrs:. Emmett Houston 
Business 
· 11 O'dock Messa~e ----------------------------------- Rev. J. J. Scott 
Lunch - Afternoon Devotional ______________________________ Mrs. Linda Floyd 
Talk ------------- _______ c __________________________________ Mr. Louie Grimes 

Adjourn 
' . - -

Second SeS'sion: Oool Springs 
.· .. Devotional _ ---------------------------------------- Rev. Chester Gilbert 

·· · ·Welcome Address ---------------------------------------- Dee Brown 
Response -------------------------------------------- Miss Ethel Newberry 
Business .· 
11 O'clock Message---------------------------- Rev. Edward Sheffield 
Lunch 
Afternoon Devotional ------------------------------- Mrs. L. D. Scott 
Talk ---------------------------------------------------------------- Rev. J a:ck Horn 
Adjourn 

Third Session: Hebrew . 
Devotional ---------------------------------------------------- Mrs. Edd Hill 
Welcome Address ____________________ c _________________ Mrs. Earl Barber 
Resiponse -------------C------------------------------------- Mrs. Willie Lane 
Business 
11 O'clock Message ----------------------------------- Rev. Drew Floyd 
Lunch' . Afternoon Devotional ____________________________ Rev. H. L. Catreet 
'11alk _ _ __________________ --------------------------------- Mr. Ridlehoover 

Adjourn / ' 

Fourth Session: Corinth 
Devotional -----------------"------------------~--------- Mrs. E. D. Avery 
Welcome Address _-__________________________ c-~--------- Mr: J. J. Turvin 
Response _____________________________________________________ Mrs. Roy Barber 
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Business 
11 O'clock Message ---------------------------------- Rev. L. D. Scott 

·Lunch · 
Afternoon: Devotional ---------------------------------- W. R. Barber 
'I1alk ------------------------------------------------------------------- Larry Powell 
Adjourn 

Respectfully Suibmirtted, 
The Program Committee 
Mrs. Walter ktkinson, Chairman 
Mrs. Tom Lane 

· Mrs:. W. R. Barber 

MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
Session 1 

·• 

. . . 

The Ministers Conference will be held on Friday night 
before the fifth Sunday in November at Mothers Home Church. 

Devotional ----------------------------------------------- Bro. Odis McVay 
Welcome Addr.ess ----------------------- Bro. Joe Brown Adams 
Response --------------------------------------------------- Lennis Lovering 
Business 
Mes:sage ------------------------------------------- ____ Rev. Ervin Williams 
Refreshments 

Session 2 
The.Minis:ters Confereruce will be 1held on Friday night be-

fore the fifth Sunday in January at Cool Springs Church 
Devotional ------------------------------------------ Bro. Deen Brown 
Welcome Address----------------------- __________ Bro. Albert Blount 
Response --------------------------------"-----~------------ Bro. G. M. Smith 
Business 
Message -----------------------------------------------~-------- Rev. Jack . .Horn 
Refreshments . . 

Session 3 
__ The Minis.ters Oonference will be held on Friday night be-

fore the fifth Sunday in May at Hebrew Ghurch. 
Devotional ---------------------------------- ______ Bro. Lee Roy Johnson 
Welcome Address ----------------------- Bro. Jessie Ridd:lehoover 
Response ______ c _____________________________________ Bro. Howard . Roberts 
Business 
Messuge _____________ -----------------~---------- ____ ______ Rev. Ike Musgrove 
Refreshments · · 

Session 4 
The Ministers Oonference will be held on Friday nig>ht be-

fore the fifth Sunday in July at Corinth Church. · 
17 
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Devotional ----------------------------------------------- Bro. Tay1or Drake 
Welcome Address------------------------------------- Bro. Jack Burke 
Response ---------------------------------------------------- Bro. G. T. Turner 

- Business 
Message ________________ ------------------------------------- Rev. L. D. Scott 
Refreshments 
Refreshment Committee: Bro. C. A. Gilbert, Bro. Howard 

Roberts. 
Program Gommilttee: Rev. J. J. Scott, Brinson, Ga., and 

Bro. Emmett Houston, Colquitt, Ga. 
Clerk __ -·------------------------------Bro. Edgar Smith, Colquitt, Ga. 
Moderator------------------------------- Rev. L. D. Scott, Brinson, Ga. 

CONSTITUTION ON MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 
Seeing the need of greater love, fellowship and under

standing among our Ministers, also the unifying of our visions 
and working for g.reater cooperation, we do ·hereby ordain and 
establish this constitution. 

1. Name: This shall ibe known as the "Ministerial Con
ference of Mar:tin Atsso'Ciation of Original Free Will Baptist." 

2. We adopt 1Jhe Treatise of faith and pra:ctice of the 
National Association of Free Will Baptist as our standard to 
look to and pray for the day when we may be more united. 

3. The officers of the Minister's Conference shall consist 
of a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Assistant 
Clerk and other officers as may be deemed necessary. 

4. The officers shall be elected on nomination by acclama
tion at each annual session. 

5. Tihis Conference shaH be compos~ed of all ordained and · 
licens·ed Ministers ·and Deacons in good standing of the Martin 
Associaton. 

6. The Clerk shall he ;paid $5.00 per annum for preserving 
and editing the minUttes of the Conference. 

7. The Ministers Conference is not a court to try nor .to 
air out tJhe faults of the Ministers 1and Deacons. If they are in 
good Slbanding with the Miar.tin Association, they are in good 
standing with the Ministers Conference. This is to ibe a meet-· 
ing of fellowship, inspiration and tb1:1otherly love. 

s. Any other ministers and deacons wh~ <are in good stand- / 
ing with the Free Will Baptist Church will be a~ccepted as. hon
omry members when visiting with 1Jhe Oonference. 

9. This Constitution may be amended or altered at any 
meeting by two-thirds major.~ty voting. 

18 

. ' 
• 

I 



~---·----

LEAGUE RALLY REPORT 
The Free Will Baptist League Rally met at Colquitt Free 

Will Baptist Church on August 30, 1959. The meeting- was 
opened with a song and prayer by Bro. John Bailey. 'Dhe morn
ing devotional was given by Doris Roberts, followed with pray
er by Rev. Drew Floyd. Bro. Abbie Calhoun gave awarm werl
come and the response was given by Mrs. Richard McNease. 

The minutes were read and approved. There were six 
churches represented. They were New Home, Mother's Home, 
Bell view, Thompson, Salem and Colquitt. There were only three 
preachers rpresent. Officers were elected as rollows: 

President -----~------------------------------------------~-~-~----- Louie Grimes 
Vice-President ~-------------------------------------------- Gene MeN ease 
Recording Secretary ________________________ Mrs. Alma Jean Grimes 
Corresponding Secretary ________________ ------------ Doris Roberts 
Sword Drill Leader---------------------------- Mrs. Richard MeN ease 
Chorister -------------------------------------------- Mrs. Carolyn Hornsby 
Pianist ---------------------------------------------------------- Glenda We1ls - .. 

Field Workers ---c------- ____ Mr. John Bailey, Mr.' Pete Davis, 
Mr. Emmett Houston 

' --· 

Program Committee __ Mrs. Ray Hornsby, Mrs. Inez Powell, 

I 
! 

Mrs.- W. T. Cooper · , 1 

Nominating Committee ____ Mrs. Abbie Calhoun, Mrs. Fritz. 
Scarborough, Miss Yvonne Roberts 

· Constit.titiorial Committee ____ Mr. Clifton Powell, Mr. w. T., 1 

Cooper, Mr. Buddy Tully 
Rev. Larry Powell gave a most enjoy1able talk. Then v{c 

y;-ere dismissed for lunch. 

AFTERNOON 
After the lunch hour, we opened with a song and prayer · 

by Mr. Prete Davis. 
The afternoon devotional was 1given by Louie Grimes. 
The convention decided to buy six new Bibles fi;ouse in the 

Sword Drill. 
Delegwbes were appointed to the State League Rally. They 

were as follows: Mrs. Richard McNease and .Gene, Mr. Frank 
Newberry rand Becky, Mrs. W. T. Cooper, Mr. anrd Mrs. Buddy 
Tully and Mr. and Mrs. Louie Grimes. 

Bro.· Floyd gave away a lamp which he· made to Peggy 
Hines. · 

A rising vote of thanks was extended to Colquitt Church 
for its fine hospitality shown during the day. 
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Program For the League Rally at Thompson 
Morning DeVlotional ---------------------- ______ Glenda Wells 
Welcome Address _ --------------------------- Mrs. Betty Wilson 
Response --------------------------------------------- Mrs. Zack Calhoun 
Business Period 
Morning Talk ------------------------------------- Bro. Idus, Goocher 
Noon 
Afternoon Devotional ---------------------------------- Gene MeN ease 

Program for League Rally at River Turn · 
Miorning Devotionrul ---------------------------------- Charles Grimes 
Welcome Address --------------------------------- Mrs. Eddie Lynn 
R~esponse --------------------------------------- Mrs. Alma Houston 
Business Period 
Morning Talk ------------------------------------ Bro. Ervin Williams 
Noon 
Afterntoon Devotional -------------------------------- Shelby Williams 

PROGRAM OF SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION 

Nov. 29, 1959 : Mothers Home Church 
10:30 A.M. Devotional ---------------------------- Bro. Louie Grimes 
Welcome Address--------- ---------------------------Mrs·. J:ohn Bailey 
Response ------------------------------------------------------Mrs. W. E. Lane 
Business 
11 O'clock Message----------- ---------Rev. J. J. Scott 
Noon 
Mternoon Devotions -------------------------------------Bro. Herber:t Boyd 
Programs 
Adjoummenrt 

May 29, 1960 : Hebrew Church 
1rOI :30 A.M. Devotions------------------------------------- Bro. Pete Davis 
Welcome Address ----------------------------------- Mr.s. LeRoy Johnson 
Response ---------------------------------------------------- Rev. Isaac Musgrove 
Business · 
]1 O'clock Mess~age ----------------------------------- Rev. J. B. !Jo;vering 
Noon . 
Mternoom Devotions ------------------------------ Bro. Richard MeN ease 
Programs 
Adjournment 

October 30, 1960 : New Salem Church 
10:30 A.M. Devotions_____ _ _______________ _:__Rev. Irvin Williams 
Welcome Address_______ __ ______ _ ____ Miss Glenda Wells, 
Respons1e ------------------------------------------------- Mrs. Aibbe Calhoun 
Business 
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11 O'dock Message ------------~~---------~---~---------- Rev. H. L. Catrett. 
Noon. 
Afternoon Devotions ------------------------------- ________ Bro. T. D. Gart:er 
Programs 
E.lect Office~s 
Adj ournmerut 
President --------------------------------------~------------- Mr. Emmett Houston 

Vice-President ---------------~-----------~------ Mr. Henry Mae Bellflower 
Recording :Secretary ----c-------------------------c---- Mrs. Herbert Boyd 
Corresponding Secretary ________________________ Mrs. Edward Sheffield 

. . -- ' - . - -· 

DOCTRINAL VIEWS 

1. Wte helieV'e Ithat 1the Ho~y Bible was written iby men diwnely in
spired and is a treasure oi Heavenly instrucUon that" has a God - . 
for its author, salvation for its end and trutih writhout mixture. of 
error :tior its matter; that jt reiV:eals the principles by >vUlicill God wm 
ju<lge us, and :bhevefore, it shall vemain '1\iith us to the end of time, 
the true r~enter of C'hristiam union and the SU!Jl!reme standard to which 

. . . -

all human c:onduct and opinion should conform. 
• • -······-

2. That tiher-e i:s btu't one true ~God, wlhose name 1is Jehovah the 
maker and ruler of Heaven and earth, inexpresSiively gtlorious. in holi-· 
ness, worrthy of ,all p:ossilble . honor, conf1dence acr1d loV'e, vevealed ·in 
the perrsonalli dis1Ji.not1on ,of rbhe Father, Son, and Holy Gho,st, equal in 
every divine p:erf,ection, and execuhln'g distinct 'but harmonious offices 
in the .great work of vedempti001. . . 

3. That crnan was croa:ted in· a state of holiness ·under the laws 
of his Maker, :but ~y V'olunta11y trans:grression felll from that holy ·and 
1happy state, in conseqiurence of which men are sinners, not iby con
straint, but hy choice, being ·tby nature utterly·· V'oid of· that holiness 
required tby the law of! God, -wholly given to the gratification of the 
world, of Saltan acr1d their sinful. !Passions ·and· therefo11e under just 
c-ondemnation to etermal ruin, without defense or excuse. 

4. That the s:alvati:on of sinners · is ·· whollly of grace through. the 
meditation of the Son o'fl God, who took upon hi'm our nature, y.et 

. . . 

without sin 'honored ,the law by His :pel:SOI!lal oibedience, · and made 
atonement for sin by. His· death; !being l"is-en from the dead, He is 
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now enthroned in Heaven and uniting in His Wonderful •person the tender 
sympathies with ·divine pedection, in every way qualified to be a suitable 
compassiOillate and all sufficient Savior. 

. - -~ 

5. That .the great g"Ospel blessings which Christ of His fullness 
'bestows on such as believe on Him is justification; lbhat justification 
consists in the pardon of sirn and promise of eternal life -up·on princi
,ples of righteousness; that it is ibestowed, not in consideration of any
thing which we have done, but solely through His own righteousness and 
atonement, and that it brings us into a state of most blessed .peace and 
favor with God. 

6. That the 1blessings of salvation are made free to all by the 
,Gospel; that it is the .immediate duty of .all to receive them by a 
cordial and obedient faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation of 
the greatest sinne1r on earth but his own voluntary refusal to submit 
to the Lol'd Jesus Christ which results 1\Vill subject Him to aggravated 
condemnation. 

7. That in order to be saved 1we must he l'egenerated or born 
again. That re.generation consists of giving a holy disposition to the 
mind, and is e:fif:ected iln a manner alb·ove our comprehension by the 
power of :the Holy Spirit .producing a voluntary obedience to the Gospel; 
and that its 'Jm)per evidence is found in the holy fruits which we bring 
forth to God. 

8. That ele.ction is the g~racious ,pu1.1pose of God, accol'ding to 
,i,hich He regenerates, sanctifies and saves sirnners. That ·being per
fectly consistent with the free agency of man, it comp.rehends all 
means with the end, that it is a most glorious display .of God's good
ness, being infinitely wise, holy, unchangeable; that it utterly excludes 
boasting and promotes humility, IIJirayer, prais.e, trust in God and 

. . ' 
active· imitation of His free mercy;• that it encourages the use of means 
iri the highest deg.ree; ·that· it is the foundation of Christian assurance 

. . ' 
an;d. that to ascertain it with reg1ard to ourselves, demands and deserves 
our rutmost diligence. 

' 
9. That the preservin£ attachment of true believers to Christ the 

g'll"and mark which distinguishes them from superficial professors; that 
a ,special providence watches OV1er :their welfare and that they are kept 
by the power of :God through faith urn to s·alvation. 

10. That the law of God is the ete111al, unchangeable rule of His 
government; that it is holy, ~ust and good, tha:t the inability which the 
Scripture ascriJbe · to fall ern man to :£ulfill the precepts arise entirely 
fl'om their love of sin t·o deliver them from which and to restore them 
through a me•diator to unfeigned obedience to :the I!Ioly law is one design / 
of the Gosnel arnd the means of g'll"ace connected with the establishment · 
of the visible chul'ch .. 

., 

11. 'Dhat the first day of the week is the Lord's day of Christian 
S&hlbflth; that it s<hould be kept sacred to religious PUI1POses .by ab
staining from all secular labor and recreation by the direct observ-
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ance of all means of grace, ibouh public and privaoo, and ;pl"epare for 
the rest which remains for the people 1of God .. 

12. That civ.il government is of divine appointm'ent for tlhe in-
. . 

terest of order of 'human society; that the :magistrates are to he prayed 
for conscientioiusly; honored and olbeyed in alll thin:gs not contrary to 
tlhe will of our Lo·rd Jesus Ohrist, who is the Lord o!f. conscience and 
Prilnce of the •kings of the earth. 

- -

13. That there is a mdical and essential difference between the 
righteous and wilcked, and thalt such only arne justified lby faith in the 
name of the Lord J e.sus Christ and .is sancti£ied by Uhe spirit of God 
as are truly righteo,us in His esteem while ali· such as colntinue in im-. . . . 

penitence and unbelief are, ,in His sight, wi<Oked and under the curse and_ 
• 

this ·distinctLon holds good among :mein, both in and a:flter death. 

14. That thre end of this world ,js ·a;ppr-oaCihing when Ghdst will 
descend from the :HeaV'en and r:J.ise the dead fmm their graves to 
final retdbution, that solemn s611Jara~ticm willl then take place, the 
righteous being adjudg~ed to everlasting happiness and the w:icked to . . 

endles•s punishment· and his judgement will :£orever fix 1lh:e fimal state. 
of men in Heaven or Hell on prjnci<ples of :ri:g<hteOiusness. - John 5:25; 
Matt. 25:31; 41:46. 

- . . 
ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUl\1 

• 

1. _The Associaticm :Shaill he called •to order by the moderator elected 
last s-ession. 

2. This kssociation shall .be opened and closed with prayer. 
3. The mod era tor and clerk Sihall officiate until Uheir. suc~essors. 

are elected. 
4. [·t !Sihalil lbe the duty of the moderrator to call the me.eting to 

order, .to .see that order is preserved, receiv·e and submit all questions 
to the •body. He shall have the !privilege of speaking tbut must call 
upon some oUher brother to presh1e in his place while s;perukilng. He· shaJII 
rliOt halVe :Uhe right to v;ote tunless body is .equal~y div:ided, when he may 
cast the deciding .vote. 

5. The members •present shall be enr-olled and their names caliled as 
ofiten as ne-cessm:~y. 

6. The .majo11ity of Uhe members .present shall rule in cases, ex
cept U'!Jon admission of new ·churrches, which shall require a unanimous 
vote. 

-
7. No member shatU absent himself from house without leave 

from 1Jhe moderator, and no member ,s1hall leave the associa.tion withOiut 
the consent of the body. . . 

. 8. ,All business shaUl be brought ·before •the hody by a move amd 
second and shall be disposed of according to ,good usage .. 

9. No person shall ihe allow<ed to speak mo11e than thl'ee. times on 
the same subject 1110r more than fifiteen minutes ea·ch time without per
mission from the bo-dy. . 
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10. No person shall :be distmfued while speaking 1\lnless he departs 
from the subject and it ~ill be necessary to ,call him to order . 

11. Only one pers•on shall ·be allowed .. to S!Peak at a time and he 
must rise to his feet and address the moderator and must not use abusive 
language O·r ,personal reflection on any one without being &ubject to a 
call to order by the moderator. ~ 

12. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to ke.ep a minute of the 
proceedings and read the same when called upon, to be corrected at 
the discretion of the body, and shall ·prepare the minutes for publica
tion, unless the association shall appoint someone for that purpose. 
He shall keep all hooks and papers belonging to the ass•o'ciation and read 
the same when ordered to do so, and shall ihave such compensation for 
his .services as the •association may prescribe, 

13. It shall ibe the duty of the corresponding secretary to call'ry on 
co·rrespondence by writing to rpersoos belonging to other associations of 
like faith in any way that would •be likely to create interest in this asso-
ciation for its promotion and well being. . . 

14. It shall be the duty of the treasurer roo keep all money com
mitted to him .by the association, and to keep an account of recei11ts and 
eXipenditures, make a report at every assodation if called !Upon, 1pay out 
money when ordered to do so by the association, and shall receive such . 
compensation as the association may prescribe. 

15. No Church shall liberate any member to pr·each the Gospel unless 
he has held membership in the Church for at least twelve months; and 
no minister who comes :£rom another denomination be liberated !Until he 
has been examined by the 0Pdaining Council and received ·Credentials 
bearing their approval. 

16. These rules of dec.orum may •be amended at the discretion of 
the association. 

CHURCH DECORUM 
1. The chul"ch may choose a pastor annually at the last regular 

conference in association year; or if they prefer it m.a,y choose a pastor 
for an indefinite length of time to continue from year to :year as long as 
they de·em it proper to keep up the conneclion. 

2. When it ibecomes necessaey, a pastor may be chosen at another 
time; hut if the choice ibe made at a special conference, the time must be 
appointed at a monthly meeting of the chuvch. 

3. The pastor shall be the moderator of the chuTch, ibut when he 
is absent or does not sit as moderator, ~eing present, some suitable broth
er shall be appointed .to sit in his place. 

4. There shall ,be two or more deacons in the clliUlrch whos·e duty 
it shall be to SUiperintend the collection and disbursement of the con
tributions made by the cburoh for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the / 
bread and wine in the administration of the Lovd's supper. 

5. The deacons shall take notice. of such members as refuse or 
ne.glect to ;par.take of the Lord's supper and endeavor to~ ascertain the 
cause, that the same ma'Y ibe laid /before the ch'UTch in conference if 
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n !!Ces.sary. 
·: 6. IS.ome sru.ita~ble memlber shaD] ihe appointed clerk and it shall. be 

his duty 'to do all the re.cording and ·other writing pertaining to tlhe 
business of the cihurch and · to ;preserve a file .off the minutes ·of .the 
association. 

7. W!hen .a new derk is :Ji[~pointed all the· :books, etc. !belonging to 
the -d!·elik .shall be immediately ·delive11ed to him by his •predecess-or: 

. 8. W:hen a- chur-ch deems .it ne•cessrury, a committee ,of not less 
than tl111ee male members well •a·cquainted .with business, shall be 
appointed, whose·.duty ,it shall be to :give advi•c:e to !brethren who apply 
to them velative to• cases of dealilngs and etc. 

9. lfhe chure•h shaiH hold !two -days me.etings monthly, embracing 
.. 

Saturday and the Lord's day :f,ol1owling the first of wihich shall be the 
regular time of conference. 

. 10. It shall lbe the duty of every member, male or :female, to at
tend . each conference meeting if they can, :for on that. ·day the pastor 
is expected to ,instruct the •church in f~p·ecial manner 'bY giving p-lain 
and poilnted lessons on doctrine, disdpline and the mule of iho1y living. 

. . . 11. Any male memiher, wlho 1S!hall fail to attend th11ee successive 
conferences, and any member whaltever who may ,be .generrully remiss 
in attending the meetings of' the .church accordilng to the covenant 
(Article 10), sh!all be cited :to appear in •con':Derence and answer for 
his neglect, hut •the ·church mny .exempt member from tJhis rule if 
necessary. 

12. 1Confere~nce, af·ter prayer or divine service shall be op·ened as 
follows: (1) Inviting ¥isiting brethren to seat. (2) Opening the door of 
the clturch for the reception ·of memlbers. (3) Calling :t:or the reading 
of the ·minutes •of the il•a,st .con:fiel1ml'Ce. (4) Calling ;for a·bsentees. (5) 
For acknowledgements. (6) :For refe11ences or deferred business. (7) 
For ne'lv matters of de1alings,, which a11e to come lbefo11e the ,body. (8). 
For miscellaneous business. · . ' 

13. Visiting hriethren, as help called in from ,sd.ster churches, shall 
be adlowed to speak and make motions •ainld ,s·e1conds, !but not alLowed 
to vote. 

· 14. ~ny orderly memher of the B~ptist Church ma•.y be r-eceived· 
into ,the ohu11oh w~thout lett.er, when .it is made· a1pparent that· his 
Chni,stian charaiCter is unimrp•eachalble, and that ihie has applied for a 
letter alnd cmliM not obtain iit because he desired to join this or some 
sis.ter chu,rch. All otfuer members must join hy le•tter -or !ba-ptism. 

15. No memlber shall be received without the unanimous consent 
of. the .members !Pl'estent, ibut unreasonable -objections shall not be 
valid_and unll•ess -withdrawln the member Wlho maJkes them shall ibe liable. 
to ,be taken und!er dealin,gs, tby the church. 

. . 
16. When the moderator 1calls for absentees•, lbhe clerk shall inform 

the church what members have !been aJbs•ent · from .three successive 
conferences, and the moderator shall appoint somte brother or brethren 
to cite eact of them to lbhe next comerence. 
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17. No member shall lbe e~p·elled unless he has been cited verbally 
or in wr"iting to attend his trial; \l)rovided his residence be known to 
the church. Jf a minister be guilty of unchristian condu!Ct, he may be 
'dealt with just as any other memlber, by his church, and mlust be re
:ported to the Ordaining Council and they may silence him for a period 
of time or indefinitely, as ibhey see fit. 

18. •Wfrlen a witness, not a ·member of the church, is introduced, 
he shall not be examined till .the question has been :put to the church: 
"Will you heaJI' the testimony of this witness?" 

1'9. ,The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement 
shall he minuted in the church hook. 

20. /Members dismissed from the church hy letter who become 
disorderly or continue to hold their letters wirtlho1ut a good reason, shall 
be cited to the conference ,to answer f·or their conduct. 

· 21. 1ExpeUed membexs may be restored to fellowship on their peti
tion if their walk since e~pulsion has convinced the chu11ch ibhat they have 
sincere!~ rep,ented of their d'ormer evil conduct. 

22. A vote shall not he ,taken IU!lJOn any question without a move 
and a s;econd, ·and in all important questions the vote shall he taken iby 
,rising ;to the feet. 

. 23. No motion ·shall be made while a move and second is before the 
conference. 

24. It shall be considered disorderly for any member . to absent 
himself from ·c·onf,erence when an important question is to be decided; 
but a member, .urp:on ihis request, may be exe:mlpited from V'Oting on 
either side in :peculiar cases. 

.25. No member shall leave the house during conference without a 
sou,fficierut cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering without being 
subject to lbeing called to order by the moderator; 

26. All discussions in conf·erence must be conducted with calmness 
and ·good feeling; those who speak must rise to their feet and address 
the moderator, and keep to the [point in debate. 

27. No one shall speak more than three times on the same motion 
without ,permission fTOm the moderator, nor shall the remarks of any 
one ibe unreasonably long. 

28. When the moderator speaks in debate he must nominate some 
brethren moderator in his stead. 

29. No one :Shall he inte11rupted while sp,eaiking unless it is necessary 
to call him to order. 

30. 11t s'hall lbe the rule of the church to attend lbo the administra
tion of the :Lord's Sll!piper and :t:oot :washing at least four times . a yeaJr, / 
and the excpenses are to ibe paid by the church. 

31. 11\iemhers not in .good standing shall not commune,. but the 
administration shall not he :deferred on acwunt of 'any ordinary matter 
of dealing. 

32. \Public fasting, hu;miliiation and pra~er shall he observed on 
26 
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• proper occaswns. 
33. H shall ibe the duty of the .pastor to take uv collections quarterly 

for the sUJl·port of tilie home. missrion work. 

34. ]t shall he the duty .of .eruch chuvch rto n;ptpo:int a. c·ommittee . to. 
revis.e the churclt :hook once a year. 

35. This deco11um may be altered or amended iby the vote of tiwo
rtJhivds of tlhe membler:S present rat ntny two ,successive monthly con
ferences. 

ARTTICLES OF FAITH 

1. THE S'ORIPrrUiR.E. T·he rScriJptu11e of the Old and New Testa-
ments rwere givcen ihy the inspiration of God, and are binding on all as 
rO'Ur olnly rule of fa:lbh and practice. There lis only one iliving and tr,ue 
1God, :infinite in ali} ,of Hi:S attdlJU;tes; ltheCre,ator, tP.reserver amd Gov
ernor of the UniV1erse, rev,ealed to us in the IScr~ptures as Father, Son 
and Spirit. 

2. OHRIST. He is God maniif'est >in the flesh, lhein:g in His divme 
n:.!:ture true, God, in His human nature true man, united in 11Jhe person 
of Messiah as the mediator for ·the redempt1oln of the .world. 

3. 'THE HOLY 1SPirRIT. He possesses· all personal divine attributes 
ibelon~ing to the Re£ormer, Comforter and Sanrctifier of men. 

4. DIVINE PURPO:SE AND PIROVIDENOE. 'Iihe rpul'[los•es of God 
rare eternal rand immultable, and His ,Wis·e and Holy Providence is ovcer 
all thiings to secure IHis only glory and the highest welfare of ahl. crea
tures. 

5. ORIGINAL S~ATE AND FALL OF MAN. Mtan was created 
upright, hut iby diJso:hedienoe fe])! .dnto a state of sin rand condemnation: 
All his iPOstrerity inherits his fallen nature, which is cherished by in
dulg.ffillc~ ISO ail! who come to years of moral aocoU:ntiibility, sin and 
come ISihol't of the glory of God. 

6. 'DHiE NI'ONEll\llENT. Chl'ist .in His great compassion offered 
Himself 13:S a s;a;crifi.ce in rour ,stead, and thos:e lby His lif·e, suffering and 
death, ma,de an atonement 1\'.ihich is full and f11ee to >a!H, 2Jnd opens the 

. - . -
oniy way to salvation. 

7. GRA:OE. No ·one can. by hirs own vv1011k merit, obtain salvation 
w•hioh is wholly of the grace of . God, and rbhrough which all spirituaa 
'blessings rare bestowed :ujpon us • 

8 .. CONDITION OF .SIA•IN'A'TION. These are repentances imply
ing Godly sorr•O'W for open conce.~,s1ions and other r·enunciations of sin, 
faith ror the unres,er.ved committ.aiT .of the mind and heart to receive, 

' ' 

obey and trust in Cihrist, reg1enera1tion of the Hoiy Spirit, whereby tllre 
' . 

soul is freed from the dominion .of s3n and br·orurght into the ,giorious 
' ' 

gberty of the cllildren of God. 
9. ELEC'DION .. God has not fixed the futUJ.\e rstate of man by 

any uncon:ditionnl de'cr,ee, but determined f110m the !beginning to save 
am wrho could comply with ·the condiUons o:f salvaUon. 

' . - . 
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10. RRESERV~NOE. None will be finally salVed but those who, 
through grace, preserve in holiness. 

11. ISAILVA'DION FREE. God ·desires the salvation of all, the Gos" 
pel invites all, the Holly ~irit strives with all, and whosoever will, may 
come and take of the water of life freely. 

12. 'I1HE FREEDOM OF 'l1HE W!ILL. Tihe human will is not con
trloiUed by any fatal necessity or ertellilal force, but is free and self
determined, having ;power to yield to gracious influences or resist them 
and perish. 

13. GOSPEL ORDINAINOES. B~ptism or the immersion of believ
ers in WJater, and the •Lord's supper are ordinances to be pei'petu1ated 
under the Gospel or universal dbligation and to ibe administered to all 
true believers. 

14. ti1HE ISAIBBA'I1H. rrhe Christian .Sa'hbath is a divine institu
tion :binding on all, and shoull!d lbe observed hy ~bstaining f11om all secu
lar 1business, amusements and consecrated to the worship of God and to 
spiritual improvements. 

15. THE RESURREG'DION. Final judgment aiiLd final retribution 
- .Cihrist wHl make His second appearance at the end of the world, 
·when the dead will be rais·ed, the judgment will set, the righteous will 
be received to eternall 1blessedmess, :md the wicked !banished to endless 
suf-£ering. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

1. W•e heHe~e that the Gos•pel church, or a church of Christ is a 
congregation of Christians constituted and governed accol'ding to the 
rules laid down in the New T~estament. 

2. That these rules require chunches to preserve the form of gov
ernment and .. ordinances of the first Christian churches, and to be com
<posed of ibaptis•ed lb·elievers in Christ. 

3. 'Dhat the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of 
·Gospel churches, an:d that the invisible 'C'hurch . is composed or' the re
deemed now in Heaven; and of such Christians now on earth as are not 
attached to the visible; according to the Gospel rules. · 

4. That the ·establislhment of a central or Catholic goVIzrnment 
over t1he visible church or any prurt thereof is a device of earthly am'bition 
repugnant to the word of God and sub.s·ersive to the churches ·and danger
ous to the Ii:berties of men. 

•5. That the Gospel churches are the eclesiastical bodies or 
tribunals authorized ,by the Scriptmre; that each 1churrch thas the un
restricted right to administer its own government without supervision 
or. inter.l!erence, being under Ghrist e·ssentially indep1endent and abso~ / 
lute and that if this ~right is surrendered to a superintending juris
diction 'bY delegation or otherwise the assembly ceases to be a gospel 
church. 

6. T·hat churches may neverttheless, meet hy delegates, from an 
association and declave the term.s '·:rpon Wlhich they will keep up a 
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friendly. -<;_orrespondence but· · that the rights and authority of the 
churches _/being inalienable ~re in no wise CO'IlliPromised ,by or hinder~ 
ed by entering into an association, therefore ass.ociations have no 
Sihadow ·of authority ·over 'churche,s or ;individlm1s, · their .only powers 
·being. to transa1ct !business w!hich does .. not !pertain •to .churches in their 
eclesiatical ca.pacity, or to promOibe mutual interc01u.nse and ooncen~ , 
tration of voluntary. effort, and to g.ive that advice <to churches which 
might with equal aubhority lbe .given :by anindividmtl. · .· - · 
. ·. 7. That. the authority. of churc!hes. are. designated for. the per~ 

petuation of the true religion ,of the· GoS'Pel and £or the· preservatioin 
of a :[llilre and orderly lbody of 'Christians on .earth, .that .is fully. st1if:
fi$t tfor tllfe ;purposes intended, but it does . not· •extend. to the· person's 
prO!Perty or •coms:ciences of men in alliY case whatever. · · : : . . .. . : ··· 

• · 8. That the only requrisrlies to church membership are faith in 
Oh:dst and obedience to the Gosp,el, that faith in Clhrist necessarily 
exists in' eonn:edion wibh the !belief in the fundamental truths of 
Christianity, and to !Prescribe any <>rther requisites -of church. member,.. 
ship is an assumption on the !Part of the ,church wnd.a departure f11om the 
plan of the Gos~pel.. 

·_ .. 9: ·That the ,iJfficern ,Oif the .church are elders and dea,coris; .that 
elders are also called bishops or pastors; that all elders are equal in 
rank; thoug1h they mayiPer!,orm different !·unctions since some may be 
bishops or pastors of a ,particular ldttu;rch, while others may lhe s.imply 
elders, ihavi'ng no .pastoral charge. · · 

··10. · That· the authority of. a minister .of the Gospel . extends to 
teaching; exhortation . mid rebuke, 1hut no fiurther, that he can not 
perform ar1_y act which helorigs to t!he mlltlhority of the church such . . , 
a:s the reee!IJHori of members itito the church compa:ct, of the e:>.:pul
sicm <>f offenders,' rthat as member of 1the chur-ch he is ·no more than 
any other iuember, and if he is ,guilty of transgression :he i~ to be 
brought Ito trial before his brethren and •convicted or <acquitted in 'the 
same manner as if he were a ~riv~ate person; 'Y•et we think it prudent 
and· pl'ojper to call ~n advisory help, es1pecially if. the' minister· is to 
be tried upon a charge ,of heresay. 

11. 'I1hat :Christian baptism is tlhe Immersion of a lbeliev•er iri ,;ater 
in the m1ame of t1he Father, 8o.n, and .of the Holy Gihost. . . 

• 

12. i'!1hat the Lord's sulpper is an ,ordinance to .be Oib,s·erved · in the 
church till the !Lord comes: · 

•' . . .. . 
13. II'he elders and deacons. mus1t be. set •aparrt; to their office by . . - . ' . ' ' . 

ordination, iby the imposition of the hands of the jp.l'esbyrt;ei'!Y amd pray-
er, without which _they are not authorized to administer the ordinances 
pertaining to their 11espective o'f:fices. . 

' . . 

ASSOCIATION AL CONSTITUTION· 
1. A church pl'oper in its lowest senrse ds a body · o:f · Christians 

united and congregated to~ether £or the purpose of worslhiping. God 

29 

I 
I 

I 

i 
I 

I I 
I , i 

I j' I 
' ' 
. ' ' . 

I 
I I I ' 

' : 
' 

. II' ' 

I ! I 
I 
I 

I 
I ' ' I 

I 
I ! 
I I 
I ! 
I 
' 



I 

l 
' 

• 

J:r::::.·· ::;::::::::::========-=-----:-:---------~ 

J 
\ 
I 

I 
' ' 

I ·,, I 

I 
,.,' I 

' ' 
' '' 

' ' 
I : 

· I · i 

1··. ' 
' 
! 

I ;' I 

' ' ' ' ; 
! ~ ! 

: : i 

i •· ! 

I ! ! 't I .· 
I . 
i ·,, 
I ·I , .· I 

' ~ ' 

'• 
: ;! I 

' ! ·'i ' , I 
:j 

I 
1,1 

" , I , I 
i ! I 

' I ,I I 
·:' I 
' 'I' I 
' ' ' :• 

- ,. ' 
! 
' . I ! 

I I 
. I I 
i · . 1 

I 
I 

' : 
! 

! I, 
' I 

I . ; 
. ' 

: ; II .. 
' ~ ! 
! ( 

. ' 

. 'I 
• . ' 

i ' i 
i i, i 
. . ' 

i 
' ' . 
' ' ' ' '' . :; ' 

';! 

I ! " I . " I 

I 1 i : 
I I I I ' ' 

' 
' 

,, 

and opromoting His cause, and in w!hich t h •e Gosp·el i s r e -g IU.l oa r l y 
preaclhed; the ol'dinrunces duly admin:stered and <the principles of 
holiness enc•ouraged and !pTa'cticed. E•ach church or iboey · thus form
ed is a separate 1prurt tiheredf and independent dn its•elf; (possessing 
the right to direot its' own atffa:irs m its o:wn way, subject on1y in 
oortain dfff~cult cases to a11bitrate lby sister churdhes. !Such churches 
ID3!Y, 1howev.er, unit·e in assorciational CaJpacity for pu~oses of more 
thorough org'lanization·, efficient work and :Do•r :general and mutual 
·gx>od -oc all 'Wlithout surrendering any of •their individual rig~hts. There
·fore, the ehJurches :hereinaftoer mentioned :resolve tlhemselv•es into a body 
ecle:siastic to be known as the 1Martin Association of J.ill'ee Wdlll :Baptist 
Wlhich shall meet annually at such time and oplace as may he ag~reed \JU)Oill 

by the body 2Jt -its annual meeting. 

· · 2. T•he Ass-o:ciaJtion, when· assemlb1ed, :s'hall ibe <lomposed of al:l · 
'Ministers <>f the Ass•ociation, iboth ol'dained and licentiates, all standing 
board memibers and the delegates .chos-en by the :s•everal churches from 
time to time for that puljpose. 

3. -The nqmher .of delegates to ibe determined by the membership of 
the respective chumhes. To sim;pllify this we will s•tate that any church is 
entitled to two delegates, dt matters not how few mem:bers it may have. 
'.Dhat after it has attained fiftty momhers it shall then ibe entitled to one 
more -delegate to every twenty-Jive mcmihers or fraction opart thel'oof, un
til it has reached -one ihundred; th~n jjor -every :fifty, or fracbio.nal part 
rohereof amd go on increasing in its ratio to any number. 

4. The :officers of the Association shall consist of a moderator, clerk 
and treasurer to 1be chosen annually for the next ~J-'ear •an:l to be elected 
by <ballot or any way the Association 1deems proper. 
· 5. -It shall ibe the duty of the moderator Ito \!)reside over tihe body 

<illll'ing the session for which he is elected, caP-1 the s-essi.o'n to order, en
force the rules of decorum, decide all que-stions o.f dis:cipline, and in case 
of a tie, to cast the deciding vote. 

6. lit shall he the dUJty of the denk to keep r.n ae.cu11a·te ;reooro of the 
ibiU'siness transactions of the associaHon, superintend the 1printing of the 
minutes and draw on the treas~lrer for the funds to dis-charge tihe expense 
of the same: He shall holld office until ihis successor is elected .allld install
ed, and shall receive such compensattion for his services as the association 
may deem -praper . to .allow. . 

7. .'JJhe Associat~on s1hall hav-e a mission board, a .promotional: hoard 
and a sup•erannuatiom board. Thes.e shall -be known as "Standing Boards." 
There shall also -be an ol'daining council and an inv·esti~ating committee. 
and any other coonmittee the !body :shall deem nec•essa.ry. AlB hoarJ and 
committee members shall 'be a.plplointed annually 1by. tbe moderator or;' 
elected iby the body. The chairman of elllch of the .standing iho<trds togeth~· 
rr with the moderator and · secret::my & treasurer shall compose the 
exeCIUtive committee. 

· 8. ·When the association js assem'bfl'ed a majority of all the members 
• • enrolled shall be required to ±iorm a :-:_:lo!1uilll fo:r the transactiOn of buslness 

9. All debates shalll ibe conducted in a 'Christian like and broth-

•• 
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erly spirit .All shall ;be alLowed the vrivil1eg.e oJ .spea:king on any question 
which as submitted to the •consideration .of the bo·dy. 

10. Every speaker shall rise to his feet, address the moderator, 
ffild keep to the qUrestion ·in debate, and shall avoid all unpleasant 
reflections and pens01nalities. 

11. No ,brother shall ,be allowed to consume mol'e than fifteen 
minutes in one speech, or speak more than twjce on the same subject ex
cept .by permission of the moderator or body . 

12. :All questions shal~ be submitted by move and second the first 
motion taking precedence in .point of order. Every mortionseconded must 
be acted t!ipon, unless withdrawn by the mover. 

13. · The business shall be taken tup in order according to the· sub
joined plan, unless it becomes neees·sary to suspend the regular rules 
for a time for purposes which a,ppear ·pro.per. 

14. T.he mode.r:ator shall, at each. ses•si<m, .invite corresponding 
deLegates from other lbodlies of IOIUil" own ,o:rder, and also ministers from 
other denominations to seats, when thus seated sthall he -entitled to the . . . 
friendship of honorary members. 

ASSOCIATIONAL COVENANT 
·Having been, we trust, /brought together to organize an associa

tion; by divine gm.ce to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, · to give our
selves up whoHy Ito Him, wJth all :ht:mility and lbJ~otherly ·love; to 
watch over ·each other fo:r good, · and stir up each other to love and 

· ·good · work, and not forsaking the frequent ass.embling of ourselves 
·together with .our neighbors to worsh\p God according to His reveal
ed .will, as occasion may require; rto warm, rebuke and adm01rui:sh •eacll. . . 

other acco!'ding to the rules of the Gos.pel, ·that the· knowledge may he 
· there.by promoted to the •end. :\V e will uphold the public worship of 
God and the . ordinances of His house, . and hold constant communion 
w.ibh each other therein; and we wHI cheerfully contribute of our pro
perty f:or the maintenance of a faithful·. minister of the Gospel among 
us and for the extension of the .blessed Redeemer's kingdom among us 
universally. We will not omi1t family alnd close religion at home nor 
alLow ourselves .in the. too .common neglect of the great and important 
duty of religiou:sly training our children for the service of God and 
the enjoyment of heaven. We wJll also sympathize •with each other in 
seasons of temptation and affliction and be ready to distribute to the 
necessities of the saints. We willl especially ;pray for and ·With each 
other for the churches univ,ersally for the :promised effusion of the 
Holy ~~pirLt,. fur bhe proosperity of •Zi,on, and tlhe Jngathering of ;the 
elect and. may the God of Pea.ce, who brought a'gain !from the dead our 

·Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shell herd of the Sheep, through the 
blood .of the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good 
.wovk to do Hi:s: wm, tlhat '\VIC may not 1only 1enjoy a tn.ame and place 
in the church ~on 1eavth but finally with His g:lorious church of the first
born of Heaven in ascribing bUessings, monors, might, maaesty to Him 
w1ho sitteth on the throne and the Lamb forever. 
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