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OF THE 

74th ANNUAL SE:SSION 
OF THE 

MARTIN FREEWILL BAPTIST 
,ASSOCIATION 

WHICH CONVENED WITH 

HEBREW CHURCH, ;Donalsonville, Ga. 
on October 21st, 1960 

AND 

NEW SALEM CHURCH, ·Colquitt, Ga. 
on October 22nd, 1960 

OFFICERS 
Lee Roy Johnson, Moderator ___ ...:. ----------- Donals:onville, Ga. 
Frank Newberry, Seoty. & Treas. --------------- Colquitt, Ga. 

Executive Committee . 
• 

Lee Roy Joh!ntson (Ohakman) ------ Donalsonville, Ga. 
Frank Newberry _______ ___ Colquitt, Ga. 
J. R. McNease --·-· ------------. 
W. R. Barber ----------------·· -------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
Edgar Smith ____ ___ _ Colquitt, Ga. 

The Next Session to convene with New Home l'~o 2 ;Church 
on October 20th, 1961 and ·,with New Home No ). 

Church on October 21st, 1961. 
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• 

Promotional- Board 
Sister W. T. Cooper, Se,cty. & Treas. (3 years) . _ _ 
Bro. Herbert Boyd (2 years) ____________________ West Bainbridge, Ga. 
Bro. W. R. Barber (1 year) Chairman ----~----~---- Colquitt, Ga. 

' . . . . 
-· . . . · - -- - Superannuation Board. _ 

Sister J. J. Scott, Secty. & Treas. (3 years ) ---~ Brinson~, Ga. 
Bro. Edgar Smith (2 years) Chairman ----------- Colquitt, Ga. 
Bro. C. T.Turner (1 year) ---~~ ~--~------------... Brinson, Ga. 

. -- . 

State Promotional Secretary & Treasurer _ 
Rev. E. C. Morris ---------------------------- P. 0. Box 553, Tifton, Ga. 

' . . - ' -

• 

FRIDAY MORNING SESSION , 
·-The 74th annual session of the Martin Freewill Baptist 

Associatiom convened with Hebrew Church, Donalsonville, Ga. 
at ten o'dock on Friday morning, October 21, 1960. · · - - -· 

-
The Session opened with a song service led byRev. H. 

L. Catrett and rprayer by Rev. J. J. Scott. 
. . .. 

Sister Drew ·Floyd gave the Devotional, reading the 
first chapter of Secon1d Thessalonians. 

Sister Bessie Bariber gave -the welcome address and 
Rev. B. W. Clenny gave the response. ·- · 

- -

-At 10:30 A. M. the Moderator gave his message taken 
from Second Corinthians using the 8th verse of the fourth 
chapter as his text. The message was followed with prayer by 
Rev. L. D. Scott. --- -- · -. ___ ·-
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Next the Credential Committee was a.ppoimted which 
consisted of Bro. W. R. Banber, Bro. R. T. Middleton, and Bro. 
R. L. Boyd .. 

Sister Lucille Lane and Sister Roy Balfuer were ap
pointed as reading clerks·. 

. Rev. Tom Henry preached the eleven o'clock sermon,,· 
using. "-The Vision of Dry Bones" as his subject, taken from 
the 37th chapter of Ezekial. . . . 

Rev. I. 0. Cook dismissed :the Hody for the noon hour. 

. . 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
. . . 

· The Friday afternoon Session opened at one o'clock 
with a song service led hy •Rev. H. L. Catrett and prayer by 
Rev. J. E. Wood.· . • . . 

The. :Credential Committee made a partial report a·rud" . . 

reported 14 Churches represented with' a total of $299.75. A· 
move and second was made and carried to accept this .partial 
report as ·read. · . · · . · . 

. Sister Lucille Lane and Sister Roy Bar1ber read the 
church letters. Churches and nelegates which were· read are 
as follows: 

. . 
• • 

• . . 
Bell view Church: · · · 

Sister Edward Kimbrel, ·Sister W. 0. Brunson, Sister 
Bill Maso-:.1, Sister Jordon Mason, Bro. John A. English, and 
Bro. and Sister T. D. Carter. 

. - - " 

New Salem Church: 
~ ' · Br:1. Dougla.s Worsley, Bro. Frank Newberry, Sister B. 

D. Wells, Sister Alma Houston, Sister C; A. Gilbert, and Sister 
Eva Middleton. · . ' · · · · · 

New Home No. 2 Church: 
Bro. and Sister Wiley Brock, Bro. and Sister Clarence 

Sadler, Bro. and Sister Jeff Sadler, and Bro. Claude Newsome. 

Riverturn Church: 
Bro. and Siste·: Luther McCalvin and Bro. Eddie Lynn. 

Thompson Church: 
Br,"), .TP.mea Mott, Bro. and Sister Johnny ·wilson ar:d 

Bro. awl Sister G. R. Grimes. 

. N:.w Home No 1 Church: · . 
Bro. R. T. Middleton, Sister ·Dixie Roberts, Sister Tom 
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' 

MCLendon, Sister Sue Middleton and· Jar~ Middleton. 
• 

. Colquitt Church· . · · · · · ··.-, · ·· 
· Sister W. T. Cooper and Sister Ella Lovering .. · ·: 

..... _, .. ·-· 
. •' . ·-' ' . . . .-.. . - ··- . 

. Pular Branch Church: .. 
.. Bro. and Sister W. H. McAipin ·and Bro. and Sister 

· Ozzie Morris. · · ···. 
Corinth Church: · · · · ·. ·. .· ·- .. · '· < 

· ·'Bro. T. A. Drake, Bro. an!d 1Sister Jack Burke, Sister 
.. Torn Lane and· Sister C. A. Lane. ·· . . . . ·· . · ·· .· · - . . ' ... 

. . ' . ' -. . . .. - . '· ' ·-·· .. - . .. . . ·-- . ' 

Mt. Gilead Church: · · ··· · ··· · · · ·. ·.. ·· · 
· Bro. Robert Boyd, Bro. Fred Kelly and Sister Louise 

Barwick. · · . . 

. " 

.. . 
' 

. . 
. . ... - . ··' .. 

" . . - ' .. •, •. , " ,-. : 

Highway Church: · '· · · .· ·' .· 
. . Bro. and Sister Roy Bariber and Bro~ C .. T. ·Turner. 

. . 
' ' ' 

··Springfield Church: · ·· · · . . . ... · ·· ·· .· .. · ·· 
. Sister J. H. Dykes, Sister Annie Mae Shefffield, Sister 
C. B. Reese and. Sister Gatsy Sheffield. · . ·.· .. ·· · •·. 

Mothers Home Church: 
Bro. and Sister John Bailey, Bro. and Sister Odis Mc

Vey, and Bro. and Sis·ter J. R. McNease.· . ·. ·. · 
. . . 

Hebrew Church: ·· · 
· Bro. Wade Croom, Bro Marvette Alday, Bro. ar:1d Sister 

Walter ·Atkinson. . .. ·.· . . . . . .. .. . . . . .·· . ,. . . . 

' ' . ··- . - ,. .. 

Following is a l~tter from Colquitt Church which was 
. submitted with their Associational letter: ·· . · 

Bro. and Sister Delegates: 
. . . . 

' 

. ' . 

. We, the Colquitt Freewill Baptist Church, do hereby 
find that since our Sister Associations changed their Pastors 
at ar.1 earlier date than we, it sometimes cause hardships · on 
our Martin. Association Chu11ches, !by the loss· of Pastors·· be
fore the Association year expires. We theColquitt Freewill 
Baptist Church pray that you might deem it necessary to 
change our Pastor expiration date to September 1st, instead 
of the latter part of October. We believe that this change 
would lbe beneficial to rnovir.1g Pastors who. have children· in 

·school. Trusting you will give this your prayerlul attention. 

. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
The Colquitt Freewill Baptist 

... Church an'd Pastor · ... 
3. ·. 

• 

'. ' 

I 

' ' , 

I . , 
• I 

I 
! 

I 

.I 
i 
! 

i 
' 
' 

" ' ,, 
' 

" ' ,. ,• 

' ' 

!• 
• 
' 
' ! 
' 

' . 
: ' I 
' . ' ' ' i ' 
! ' , 

' ' ! ; 

I 
I 

I 
I 
j 
! 
I 
i 
i 

I 
I 
' 

I 
I I 

' I ' , 
II 
! I 
I 
' 
I 

' ' [ 

' 

'' • 
, I 
I 
I . 

I 
, I 
I I 
I I 



, . 
I,-" 

J· _,. 

I ' 
I i 

I ' I 
' ' ' 

I 
' ' 
' ' I 
I 

I ,, 
i 
' 

' 

I 
' 

' 

I 
.: I 

' ,' ; 
. ' I 

;: ' 

' 
' ' 
' :,•: 

' ·, -

I 
' 
I 
I 

' ' ' 
I 

' .. i 
.i ' I 

' . ' I 

! 

' I 

I 
·, 

' ' ' I 
I 
' I 

I 

I 

{ 
I 

i ' ' 'I ' ' 
' i 

, . I 
' ' 

' 
I i 
' ' 
' ' 

' ~ I 
' ' ' 

I :! ' 
j I i 

' ' ' ' " -

: ;: 
' I : 

' ' ;. ' 

;· : 

' ,; ' 

·• 

ll 
i I 
' I 

' I 
' I 
~ I 

:, ' 

:• I 

' ' 

'; 

' ' 
i 

; 
' I 

' j ' 
'I I I ' 

I ' 
i 

i 
' 

' 

' 

I ' 

l ' 
i 

I 

: 
' ' I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
' ' 
' 

' ' ; 

I 
' 

' • 

A move arid second was made and carried that these 
letters ibe received as rea-d! and delegates be seated with the 
Body, also the· suggestion made· in the letter from Colquitt · 
Church· ibe adopted~ 

Call was made for petitionary letters. None received. 

Correspondence from· other Association1s was called 
for and given as follows: 

· · Midway A~rsociation __ ,..:___ Rev. and Sister J. L. Tedder. 
Salem Association __:. ________ Rev. and Sister I. 0. Cook. 
State Association Rev. and Sister E. C. Morris 

A move rurld second was made and ~carried to seat 
these visitors with the Body and the Moderator ~xtended 
them the right hand of Christian fellowship. 

Call was made for report of State and National 
Associations. Rev. E. C. Morris reported for both State and 
National. Associations.. · 

Called for report of Ladies Auxiliary; Nonie received. 

Roll Call of Ministers as Given Below: 
ORDAINED MINISTERS_ 

Rev. Drew Floyd __ c ____________ _:___________________________ Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. Tom Henry __ ·---------------------------------------'------ Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. H. L. Catrett ---------------------------------- ____ _ Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. Lewis Batchelor ------------------------------- Rt. 2, Camilla, Ga. 

· Rev. W. H. Horn ---------------------- ___ Rt .. 2, Donalsonville, Ga. 
Rev. L. D. Scott -~"---------------- _c ________________ Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. A. B. Ard ______ ------------------~--------------- ___ Bainbridge, Ga~ 
Rev. C. A. Gilbert ------------------------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. B. W. Clenney ___ ______ ------------------- Rt. 3 ,Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. F. W. Sellers ------------------------ Rt. 3, Bainbridge ,Ga. 
Rev. R. W. Holems _________________ Rt. 2, Box 795 ,Albany, Ga. 
Rev. Edward Shefrrield ___________________ Rt. 3, Donalsonville, Ga. 
Rev. ·.Willie Sellers -------------------------------- . Rt. 1, Camilla, Ga. 
Rev. J. J. Scott ________________________________ __:__c-----~--- Brinson, Ga. 
Rev. J. E. Wood -------------------------------------------- Colquitt, Ga. 
Rev. Lary Powell ___ ____________ ---------------------- Colq~itt, Ga. 
Rev. Irvin Williams ____________ --------------------- Colqmtt, Ga. 

LICENSED MINISTERS 
Rev. Isaac Musgrove ______________________ c _______ Rt. 2, 
Rev. G. W. West -------- ______ c __ -- ---~----~------"---- Rt. 
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Sis~t~r. Della McAlpin ----------------~----------c___ ____ Sneads, Fla. 
Rev. Gus I vey -------------------------'---------------------- Pelham, Ga. · 

Called f.or · repor:t of all Boards and Committees. Re-
ports were received as given below. 

. 

Temperance Report: 
We, your Committee om temperance, beg to submit 

the following: We think our Ohurches should be temperant 
in all things. The word temperance means self control, does 
not omly apply to strong drink lbut in all things just as the 
Bible teaches. We may not indulge in strong drinks' and yet. 
we may speak or act in a way that may rprove US' intemperate. 

Resrpecbfully Submitted 
Mt. Gilead Church and Pastor 

. . . .. . 
• - . . -

. 
Mission Board Treasure Report 1959 & 1960 . . 

Assets: 
Cash on Hand ------------~-------------------------------- $201.32 _ · .. · 
Union Meeting Funds -----------------------------~---------9.00 •- • · 
Union Meeting Funds Jam. 30, 1960 __________________ 9,00 · · 
Union· Meeting Funds May 28, 1960 -------------------- 10.50 
Union Meeti-lg Fun~s Aug. 23, 1960 __________ , _____ 9.0p. 
Martin F. W. B. Association Funds _____ c _____________ 26.15 

Total ______________ __________ $264.97 
. . . 

Disburs•ements: 
Rev. Eugene Irvin (Service at Cool Springs) ___ $7.50 
Rev. Eugene Irvb1 (Service at Oool Springs) ~------- 7.50 

Total Disbursements ------------------- $15.00 
. - - . . - - ' -

Balance in Treasure ___ __-_____________ __: _______ :__ ________________ $249.97 
. . . ReSipectfully Sulbmitted 

Bro. 0. F. Everson, Chairman .· ·. · · · · · 
Bro. J. T. Hilburn 
Sister. C. 0. Lane, Secty. & Treas. 

Report of the Ordaining Council 
We have ordained two Ministers·, Rev. Larry Powell of 

Thompson Church on Oct. 1, 1960, and Rev. Irvin Williams 
of Thompson Church on Nov. 28, 1959. We recommenld that 
their names be placed on the roll of Ordained Ministers. 

Prayerfully Submitted 
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Chairmam 
Rev. L. D. Scott 
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· The Program Committee appointed Sister Ed Hill to 
bring the· Friday Evening Devotional and Rev. J. E. Wood· 
to bring the Friday Evening Message due to the rubsences of 
Bro. Gene McNease and Rev. Larry Powell. They also ap
pointed Rev. B. W. Cleniiley to bring the eleven o'clock mes
sage Saturday morning. 

The following Committees were appointed: 
Disbursement Committee: · 

Rev. H. L. Catrett, Bro. Henbert Boyd, Sister Bessie 
Bar1ber. 

Nominating Committee: 
Rev. Edward Sheffield, Rev. L. D. Scott, Bro, W. C. 

Atkinson. 

Program. Committee. -
Sister Drew Floyd, Rev. B. W. Clenlny, Bro. J. R. Mc

Nease. 
' 

·A move and second was made and carried to extend 
Hebrew Church and Community. a rising vote of. thanks for 
their hospitality .during· the first day· of this Session.· 

A move and second was ·made and carried to adjourn 
for the day and meet with New Salem Church on Saturday 
morning, Oct. 22, 1960 at 9:30 a. m. 

Rev. B. W. Clenney led the closir.lg .prayer. 

Bro. Lee Roy Johnson, Moderator 
Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

The Saturday Morning Session· of the Martin Freewill 
Haptist Association met at New Salem Church on Oct. 22, 
1960. 

The Ses:sior:1 opened at 9 :45 a. m. with a song service 
led by Bro. Ike Ard and prayer by Rev. C. A. Gilbert . 

Sister T. Cleveland gave the Devotional and talked on 
the coming of the Lord. 

The welcome address was given by Bro. · Emmett 
Houston, and: the response was tgiven, by Sister Sadler. · 

Renewed call for reports of all Boards and Committees. 
The Promotional Board reported with a balance of $303.16 
in treasure. 
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/ _.Called. for reading .of first day's minutes .. Same was 
read a::1d adopted. . . , . . . 

Correspondence from other Associations was called 
for and given as follows: _ · _ _ 

_ : Midway· Association: - -o-----c-~---c.Rev. J. B. Lovering, 
Sister Robert Pyle, Rev. T. B. Melette. 

- . 

Salem Association: ------------------- Rev. W. S. Driggers 
Move and second was made anld carried .for the Mode

.rator to- extend these- visitors the_ right hand of Christian 
Feiioship. 'lihis the Moderator did. -- ._ ·-. · . __ -- · --· 
·-··· .. · .. ~ ... - .. , .... -·-' .... ~ 

Rev. E. C. Morris gave a report_ on·the.State Promo
tioonal Prog-ram and The Bible College. , An. ,offering was 
takeru for The Bible College and $40 .. 3.5: was; -donated.: - : . -

The'· Credential Committee made a final report and 
report three more Churches representing with fees of-$28.0Q .. 
Sister Lucille Lane read these letters. -.ohurches and Dele~ 
gates which were read are as, follows·: _ 

.. 

Proctor Chapel Church ____ Sister_ E. 0. Palmer, Bro. · 
:-nd Sister J. C. Newsome. -- -- · - - -.-

Mt. Glory Chuflch _____ Bro. and Sister David Brock··-
and Bro. Jimmy Taylor . ... _ . 

Pilgrim Home Church ___ Bro. amd Sister Guy Touch-
tone and Bro. and Sister W. J. Hilburn . · · 

This makes a total of 17 Chu11ches _ represented with 
fees totaling $327.75. A move and second was made· and 
C"rried to accept this report as read ·and seat the delegates 
with_ the Body. T·he Creden1tial Committee was relieved. 

. . . . . . 

·- - - -·· Rev. B. W. Clenney preached theeleven o'-clock sermon. · 
Reading verses 2 through 10 of the first chapt-er of Haggai, 
using part of the fifth verse, "Consider your- Ways,"- as a 
su:bject. _ . - - : --_ -_ _ : • • _ · _ • _ -_- · · ·- -- · 

Rev. Willie Sellers dismis~ed the Body for the- noon 
hour. - . - -

. . -· 

. . '· 

The Saturday afternoor.l Session opened at 1:30 p. m. 
with a song service led 1by Bra;. Ike Ard and prayer by Rev. 
H. L. Catrett. · · · · · ·- · · ·· 

' . . - .. - -

_ - . Rev. _T. B.-_ Melette- gave the Devotional reading from 
the 23rd --chapter of St. Luke. - . · · · • 

. . .. 
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·. - Renew€d ·call for reports of Boards_ and Committees. 
The following was received. . ' .. 

' ' ' 

OBITUARIES COMMITTEE REPORT . __ 

. - · We regret very much to learn that 19 members of our 
AssodatioLn; have been claimed -by -death in the last- year . 
. They· are as· follows: 

' ' 

Bell view Church: ·-- --. ·' . 
- Sister Berta- Addison, Sister Minnie Sheffi€ld, Sister 

Ella Phillips, Sister Emma Keriny, Sister Georgia Lane, and 
Sister Betty Cleveland. · · 

New Salem Church:· · 
_ Bro. D. J. Roland, anld Sister Jim. McCorkle_. _ 

Ne\v Home No. 1 •Church: 
- Sister Lula Weaver. . ' 

' ' ' 

Proctor Chapel Church: ·. ---
Bro. L. A. Howell. · 

Thompson Church:· 
Sister Annie Jordon. 

• 
' ' . ' . . . 

' . 
Corinth Church: · ·-

Sister T. A. Drake. 
' ' ' 

Pilgrim Home Church: 

• 
8ister H. L. Catrett. 

' ' 
,. 

Hebrew Church: -- · ·-

. ' 
" ' ' 

. ' 

. . - . . . 

' 

' ~ ., . . . ' .--~---, "' 
. - ' -- ' ' . " 

' ' 

. . . -Sister J. C. Riddlehoover. Sister Ben Barber, Bro. Jessie 
L. Owen1s. . . 

' ' 

Ne\v Home No.2 Church: 
Bvo. Johnnie Avery, Bro. Johnnie Sadler, Bro. Edward 

Newsome. - .. - .... 

Highway Church: 
Bro. W. M. Scott. 

Colquitt Church: _ _ _. _ 
Sister Lena Williams,- Bro. Connie Toole. 

-- Respectfully 'Submitted 
.. -H€brew Church and Pasta . ' 

' ' ' ' i 
.A I:!ovc and seeo:.ld was made and carried to print a 

special dbituaries report for Pilgrim Home Church in the As-
sociational Minutes. -
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·Special Obituaries Report 
The members of Pilgrim Ho1:ne Freewill Baptist Church 

mourned the passing orf Sister Nettie Sheffield Catrett on Dec. 
2, 1959. She was a faithful wife, mother and church member. 
So many times she visited her church when we knew she was 
not physically able to attend. Although it is our loss and 
Heavens gain we still miss her. 

Funeral ·services ·were held at· Pilgrim Home Church 
with Rev. Nichols and Rev. Shutes officiating. 

. . . 

She is survived by her husband Rev. H. L. Catrett, of 
. Colquitt, Ga., and three children. Her children are Mrs. Carey 
Williams, Colquitt, Ga., Mr. William H. Catrett, Jacksonville, 
Fla., and Mr. Eugene Catrett, Columbus, Ga. She also had a 
number of grandchildren. · ... 

Her pare~1ts were the late Will Sheffield and Mary Cook 
Sheffield. 

Respect:£ully Submitted 
Pilgrim Home Church 

SABBATH OBSERVANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
We urge every Christian to attend Church on the Sab

batih that they might keep it Holy. 

We believe the only way to correctly keey the Sabbath 
Holy is to refrain from all labor, . ·.sports and . any worldly 
amusements. ,_ 

The mind is the ruHr:!g power of the body, therefore we 
must keep it centered on Holy things and things pertaining 
to the Holy Spirit. . 

Respectfully Submitted 
New Salem Ohurch and Pastor 

Sabbath Observance · 
We know of no !better way of observing the Sabbath of 

the Lords Day than by observing it with and for the Lord, 
attend Church and Sunday School or some religious service 
each a!r:ld every Sunday. Try to .·get others to attend, you may 
keep them out of trouble or accident or even' lead them .to the 
·Lord and Savior Jesus Ghrist. This is the Lords, give it to Him. 

' 
Respectfully SUibmitted 
Bellview Church and Pastor 
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SUGGESTION COMMITTEE REPORTS 
. ·We the Committee on Sdggestions, suggest that we 
carry out the suggestions that we already have in the minutes 
and refrain from making duplicate su~gestions, but we do 
suggest that we 'use blank forms (Associational Letter) that 
:the Association! furnishes each Church. 

Respectfully Submitted 
' ' -- . Thompson Church & Pastor 

SUPERANNUATION BOARD REPORT 
. 1959 & 1960 

Balance in Treasure · ----------c·-------------------c------- $1.79 

Money Received: 
. Dec. 14, Richard ·McNease -------------------------------- 21.00 

- ·Feb. 15, Richard MeN ease .... : _________ ·---- ----.. ·----------- __ 21.00 
June 20, Richard McNease __ __ __ -------------------- 24.50 
Aug. 16, Richard McNease ------------------------------------- 21.00 

Oca 10, Willis Heard·-------------------------------------- 40.67 
· ·· Total ___ ---~ ______________ $129.96 

Money Paid Out: 

• 

. . 

-

Rev. A. B. Ard _______ ______ ---------------- $32.00 
Rev. Tom Henry ______ __ ___________ -------~ 32.00 
Sister Dave Braswell · _ ---------~-------------------- 32.00 
Bro. J. W. Clower (State SuperannuationBoard) __ 32.00 

Total · --------------------------~--~ fl28.QO .. 

·- - . ~ . 
• -

Dala-r.ce in Treasure --------~"-------------------- ______________ _ $1.96 

Respectfully Submitted 
. Bro. Edg,ar Smith (Ohairman) 
· · · Bro. C. T. Turner 

• 

Sister J. J. Scott, Secty. & Treas. 
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State Unified Program-------- _______ 20 percent 
Local Superannuation Board ---~-.:.._ ___ ---~ 35 percent 
Local Pmmotionlal Board -----~-- _____ 22.5 percent 
Mission Board --------------------------------"- 22.5 percent 

• 

Respectfully 1Submitted 
Rev. H. L. Catrett 
Bro. Herbert Boy:d 
Sister Bessie Barber 

• 

. 

We the Committee on nominations beg to submit the 
following: . . . 

For Moderator ----------------------~-- Bro. Lee Roy Johnson 
For As.sistant Moderator __________________ Bro. Louie Grimes 

For Clerk ------------------·----------------'Bro. F11a:n1k Newberry-
Pol· Assistant Clerk ____________________ Bro. Willie Hilburn 
For Ordaining Council (3 years) _______ Rev. W. H. Horn 
For Investigating Committee 3 yrs_ Bro. E. L. Houstou 
For Mh:sion Board (3 years) ________ Brs. J. R. McNease 
For Promotion1al Board (3 years) __ Sister W. T. Cooper 
For Superannuation Board (,3 years) Sister J. J. Scott 
State Promotional Secty & Treas ____ c ___ Rev. E. C. Morris 

· · · _ P. 0. Box 553, Tifton, Ga. 

We also recommend that the As.~-ociation convene with 
New Home No. 2 ChurC!h Friday, October 20th, 1961 anld with 
New Home No 1 Church on Saturday, October 21st, 1961. · . . . . 

Respectfully :Submitted 
Bro. W. C. Atkinson 
Rev. L. D. Scott 
Rev. Edward Sheffield 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT • 
.. The program plans given below are proposed for the 

75th annual Session of The Martin Freewill Baptist Associa
tio:.l to be held with New Home No. 2 Ohurch on Friday, Octo
ber 20th, 1961 and with New Home No. 1 Church on Saturday, 
October 21st, 1961. 

Song, Prayer service conducted by Rev. H. ,L. Catrett 
Assembly of Body for Worship :by Moderator __ 
Devotional ----------------------------------------- Rev. C; A. Gilbe1:t 
Welcome Address -------------------------- Sister Eddie A very 
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· · : ReSJponse ----'~-----------'--------------~-~---- Rev. W. H. Horn 
Alppointment of Crede'r.ltial . Committee ·'and Reading 
Moderators Message 
.Aippointment of Credential Committee and. Reading 

Clerks. 
Call for correspondinJg c'huvch letters composing this 

Body. · · · 
11 o'clock Message ___ :.____ _ __ c Rev. Edward Sheffield 
Noon Hour . 

Friday Morning, 10:00 A. M. . . 
Clerks call for corresponding C!hurch letters composing this 
Body 

11 <>'clock Message _________________ Rev. Edward Sheffield 
Noon hour 
' 

Friday Afternoon, 1:30 p.m •. -
. Devotional __ .. ________________________________________ Rev. L. D. Scott 

Report of Credential Committee . . 
Readi'r.1g and adoption of letters ·and seating of delegates 
Gall for petitionary letters 

. -· ' . . 
Call for corre~pondence f110m other Assocmhons 
Report of Sta:te and National Associations 

• Roll call of Ministers 
Report of all Boar.ds amid Committees 
Appointment of Sessional Committees 
Armngements and adjournment 

Friday Night Service-e -
Devotio·::Jal _ .. _ ..... _______ , _____________ Rev. Irvin Williams 
Testimonial Serice led 1by. Rev. Drew Floyd 
Message----------·--.~--------------------~--- Rev. W. S. Driggers· 

SATURDAY SESSION OCTOBER 21st 1961 
At New Home No. 1 Church 

Saturday Morning, 9:30 a. m. ·· 
Song Service conducted by Bro. Ike Ard 

. Devotional . ______ .... ___________________ ------ Rev. H. L. Catrett 
Welcome Address ------------------------- Rev. B. W. Clenney 
Response _____________ ----------~----------. Sister Al~a Houston 
Renew ('1:111 for reports of Boards and Committees 
R·eading and adoptions of first days· Minute;; 

.· Re .. :ew call for correspondents 

11:00 A. M •. -
Message to be supplied 
Noon hour 
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1:30 P. M.-
Saturday Afternoon: 

Devotional _________ · ----------------- Rev. Tom Henry 
-Renewal of call rfor Committee reports 
Miscellaneous business 
· Aippointmen1t of new Committees 
Completion of all unfinished business 
Adjournment 

Assets: 

Respectfully Submitted 
Sister Drew Floyd 
Rev. B. W. Clenney 
Bro. Emmett Houston 

TREASURE REPORT 

Cash on ·hand _____ _________ ______________ $67.50 
Received from Association --------------------------- 321.25 
Received from Ur.1ion Meeting -------------------------- 10.00 
Received from Ivrinisters Conference _________________ 10.00 
Received from Sunday School Convention __________ 10.00 
Receive:l from League Railey ------------------------ 10.00 

Total --------------------------------- $431.7 5 

Disbursements: 
Mod era tor ____ __ __ ------------------------------------------------- $10.0 0 
Clerk _________________ ·------------------------------------------------ '20. 00 
State Association ---------------------------·------------------- 20.00 
Minutes ____________ _ ________ ---------------------------------- 19 0. 55 
State :Secretary _______________ ---~-------------------------~ 23.24 
Supemnf.lnation Board · ----------------------·---------------- 40.67 
Promotional •Board -----------~----------------·-------- 26.14 
Mission Board _________________________ : ______________________ .:_ 26.15 

To tal __ _ _ ____ __:__________________________ $35 6. 7 5 
- . ' . 

Balance in Treasure ------------------------- --------------------- $75.00 

Delemates ap~ointed to various Associations are as 
follows: · 

Little Rivei· Association ___________________ Rev. H. L. Catrett 
Midway Association ______ Rev. Drew Floyd, and Bro. 

· Willie Hilburn, 
Union Association ____ Rev. C. A. Gilbert, Rev. J. J. Scott 
Salem Association -------------------------- Bro. Willie Lane 
Sbate Line Asso-ciation 
State Association ____ Br:o. W. R. Barber, Bro. W. Hilburn 
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Chattahoochee Association----·-- Rev. Edward Sheffield 
Ge011gia Unicm Association. 

. . 

Churches :appointed ·· on various committees are as 
follows: _____ · ____ illie ·-----· 

Colauitt Church . -·--- --------------------- ______ Sunday School 
Mothers Home Church __ -------------------------- Resolutions 
Corinth Church --~---------------·-------- ___________ Obituaries 
Highway Chul'lch ·---------------------------------- Suggestions 
New Home No 2 Church -----·--------------------- Temperanee 
Proctor Ohapel Church -----------~-------- Sabbath Observance 

A move and second wras made a·md carried to extend 
New Salem Church and Community a rising vote. of thanks 
for thei l'!hos:pifality during the second day of this 74th Annual 
Session of the Martrr.1 Freewill Baptist Association. 

A move .and second was made and carried to adjourn 
· ,.,1, meet with New Home No 2 Ohurch on Friday, October 
20th, 1961 and with New Home No 1 Chm•ch on October 21st, 
1961. ' 

. . The Ses.~~ion was close'} with a song a·r:1d everyone par
taking in a hand sha·king. service. 

. 

Bro. Lee Roy Johnson, Moderator 
Bro. Willis L. Heard, Clerk 

·. · .. MINUTES OF THE MARTIN FREEWILL BAPTIST 
-. .. ... UNION MEETING 

• 

· Union Meetings: 
· Trensure Report 

. . · ·Mothers Home Ohurch, Nov. 28, 1959 .. ____________ $70.00 
Cool Springs Church, Jan. 30th, 1960 .... ______________ 70.00 
Hebrew Ohurch, May 28, 1960 ----------· --·------~-'---- 80.00 
Corinth Church, July 30, 1960 ________________________ . 80.00 

To tal ------------------------------_____ c_____ $3 0 0. 0 0 
Disbursements Nov. 28, 1959 

Rev. E .. ·C. · orris .. ---------------------------------------- . . . M . .. · . $21 00 
Sister J. J. Scott --------------------------------------------~-- 21.00 ·· 
Sister Carrol Brown --------------'------'-----------~-------- 9.00 
Sister· C. A. Lane ------------------------------------------- 9.00 
Moderator and Clerk fee_ __ - _ -------------- 10.00 

Total paid Nov. 28, 1959 ------------ $70.00 
Dis:bunem.:;ats January 30 ,1960 

.. Rev. E. C. Morris __________ c ______________________________ $21.0>0 
Sister J. J .Scott _________ ----------------------- 21.00 
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I SisterCarrol Brown _____ _ ____ · ____ · ______ 9.00 
Sister C. A. Lane _ ------------ ______ _ _____ 9.00 
Moderator and Clerk fee _ ------------ 10.00 

Total paid J>an. 301, 1960 -~------- $70.00 
. . 

Disbursements, May 28, 1960 
Rev. E.. C. Morris __________ _ __ ---------------- $24.50 

·Sister J. J. Scott __________ ____ ___ _ ___ 24.50 
Sister Carrol Brown -~~-----~------------------- _ 10.50 
Sister C. A. Lane -~----~-------------- __ _ ____ · · _ _: ___ 10.50 
Moderator & Clerk fee -------------------------~----------- 10.00 

Total paid May 8, 1960r __________ $80.00 

Disbursement, July .30, 1960 . . .. 
Rev. E. C. Morris --------------------------------------- $21.00 
Sister J. J. Scott -· --------------------"-c"-~-C------------'-- 21.00 · 
Sister Carrol Brown _________ ------- --~-----...: 9.00 
Sister C. A. Lane -·---------- _ -~~---- · ______ 9.00 
Moderator & Clerk fee ----------- -------- ______ 10.00 

. Printing of Minutes ____________ _ -------------- _.:_. 10.00 
Grand total paid out ·----------~--c ____________ c_...:..:.. ______ c __ ~-:-" ·· $~300.00 

Balance brought forward ___ __ __ · ______ ~--- $000.00 

Special offerings taken , 
Unified Program, Nov. 28, 1959 ---------:--· ·------------- $21.81 
Rev. H. L. Catrett, Nov. 28,·1959 -~- _________ .:..._ 62.45 

.·Rev. Roy Roberts, Sister Lucille Stewart and . 
· Sister 0. F. Everson, May 28, 1960 _____ __ 31.22 

Rev .. Tom Henry, July 30, 1960 -----------'----------- 27.0'0 

Rev. Irvin Williams was ordained, Nov. 28, 1959. 
" 

. A move and second "~as made a•nld. carried that the 
Churches use the letter forms adopted by the Union Meeting 
for reports. 

., . ' 

The Modem tor appointed the following Committees: 
Nom ina ting Gommi ttee 

. Bro. G. R. Grimes 
. Bro. J. C. Riddlehoover 

Sister Norma Jane Brock ... 

Program Committee 
Bro. Z. T. Calhoun 

. Sis.ter Pete Davis 
Sister Roy Bm.1ber 
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_ NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT· 
- ' ' 

' ' 

We, the Nomi'i1ating Committee, nominate Bro. Willie 
Larie, Moderator, and Bro. Emmett Houston, Clerk. - · 

. ' 
' ' ' .. . . 

vV'e further recommend that the Union Meeting convene · 
with the following Churches: 

. ' 

~ _ ·. - First Session ----------------------------- New Salem Church 
Second Session _____ -----~------_:_ _____ Highway Church 

· -: : '11hird Session ___ -· Thompson Church 
- · - , Fourth Sesson ___ _____ _ __________ Mt. Glory Church 

' ' . . 
' . . .. 

' . ' ' 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT 

First Session: New Salem Church - · . . 

. ·' Devotional --------------------------·Sister Arlene McKenny 
Welcome Address ___ ___ _ __________ Sister B. D. Wells 

-· ·.· Response __________ _____________ _ Sister L. D. Scott 
· Business _ . 

. 11 O'clock Message ------------------------- Rev. J. E. Woods 
_ Lunch · · 
· · · Afterr.1oon Devotional ---------------C~"- Sister J. R. McNease 

Talk _________________ :_ __________________________________ Rev. Paul Long 
.. _Adjourn 

- ' . . . . . . 
Se.cond Session: Highway Church 

Devotional · _ ' ~- ___ Bro.- Thomas Scott 
. ---. __ ._ • :- Welcome Address --~ __ _:_ ____________ ~--------- Sister J. J. Scott 

Response ~------~----------~-------~--------------~--~- Sister Hevbert Boyd 
Business 

. ' 

11 O'clock Mess,age --~-----...:~"- · -·.-- __ _:_ _____ _: Rev. Parrish 
Lunch _ ... 

. Afternoon Devotional ----------------~ Rev. C. A. Gilbert 
Talk ----------------------------------------~--·Rev. Irvinr Williams
Adjourn 

' 

Third ·session: Thompson Ohurch 
Devotional _ _____ _ Sister Drew Floyd· 
Welcome Address ________________ __:: ______ Bro. Louie Grimes 
Response ____ _____ · Sister Willie Lane 
Business -. 
11 O'clock Message --------------------Rev. J. J. Scott 
Lunch , 
Mternoon Devotional __________ · _;;_c __ Sister J ohn1 Bailey i 
Talk _____ ---- ___ . Bro. I. -J. Go ocher 
Adjourn 
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• 

Fourth Session: Mt. Glory· Church · 
· ··Devotional -----oc-:------0--------------- Sister S. D. Newberry 

Welcome Address______ ------Sister Annie Knight 
· Response ~----------0------------- ----0--- Roy Barber 

0

• Business . · · 
11 O'clock Message _________ _ _ Rev. F. W. Sellers 
Afternoon Devotion1al ____ _ ________ Rev. Drew Floyd 
Talk ~---C--o-- ---------------------------- Rev. B. W. Clenney 
Adjourn 

A move and second was made and carried to adopt these 
reports as read. 0 

Rev. Edward Sheffield, Moderator 
. Bro. J. R. McNease, Clerk · 

MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
Session 1 

The Ministers Conference will be held on Friday night 
before the fifth Sunday in October at New .Salem Church. 

Devotional · -0---·-·-'------- ~ Bro. Emory Richardson 
Welcome Address -------o------0------o-- Oo-ooo Bro. Pete Davis· 
Response -----------~0--~------~---occ __ Bro. Richard McNeai'te 
Business 
RefreSihments 

Session 2 
. The Ministers Conference will be held on Fridaynight 

before the fifth Sunday in Ja;rJuary at Highwa. ° Church. 
Devotional ------0------------ __ · --------~- Bro. T. E. Scott 

. Welcome Address __ _ __ 0 ______ Bro. Will Brogdon 
Response ___ -----~---------~-----··----- Bro. J. B. Adams · 

.. Business . . . 
Mes-sage --------------------------- Rev. Edward Sheffield 0 

Refreshments 

Session 3 
The Ministers Conference will be held on Friday night 

before the .fifth Sunday in April at Thompson Church. 
Dev;otional -~-------- _ _ ____ Bro. Clifton Powell 
Welcome Address ---~-c----------~----- Bl'o. Edgar Smith 
Response ____ -o- _ Brs. C. M. Smith 
Business ·· . 

. Message ---------- _ -------- Rev. B.W. Clenney 
Refreshments 
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Session 4 · 
. The Ministers Conference will be held on Friday night 

before the fifth Sunday in July at Mt. Glory Church. 
Devotional -------------------------- ------- __ Bro. David Brock 
Welcome Address ---------------------- Bro. S. E. Newberry 

· ·Response _________________________________ c::.. ______ Bro. T. D. Garter 
. ·Business . . . . . 
Message -----'----~------------------------------------- Rev. J. E. Wood 
Refreshments 

Refreshment Committee-,-. . 
Rev. C. A. Gilbert and Bro. Howard Roberts 

Program Committee · · 
Bro. Emmett Houston, Colquitt, Ga. & Rev. J. J. Scott 
Brinson, Georgia. 

Modemtor --·----------------·------------------------- Rev. L. D. Scott 
Clerk ------------------------------·----------- Bro. Edgar Smith 

.... ' 

CONSTITUTION. ON MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE· 
·. · · Se:;ing the need of greater love, fellowship and under

sta:IJding among our Ministers, also the unifying of our visions 
and working for ·greater cooperation, we do hereby ordain and 
establish this cons.titution. ·· · · · ·· . · · 

1. Name: This shall be known as the "Ministerial Con
ference of Martin Association~ of Original Free Will Haptist." 

.... 2, .We adopt the Treatise of faiuh and practice of the 
Niational Association of Free Will Baptist as our standard to 
look to and pray for the day when we may be more united. · · · 

. .. . 

3. The officers of the Minister's Confere::1ce shall consist 
' ' 

of a Moderator, Assistant Modemtor, :. Clerk :md Assistant 
Clerk and other officers as may be deemed necessary. · 

. · .. · 4. The officers shall be elected on nomination by acclam
atiorj at each annual session. · 

5. 'I1his Conference shall be composed of all ordained and 
licensed Ministers and Deacons in good standing of the Martin 
AssoCiation. 

6. The Clerk shall be .piaid $5.001 per annum for p:·eserY
ing a1L.Id editing the minutes of the Conference. 
. 7. The Ministers Oonference is not a court to try nor to 

air out the fiaults of the Ministers and Deacons. If· they are in 
goad standr:.'g with the Martin Association, they are in good 
standing with the Ministers Conference. This is to be a meet
ing of felowship, inspiration and brotherly-love. 

. •· 
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' 8. Any other midsters and deacons who are in good 
standing with t•he Free Will Baptist Ohurch will be accepted as 
honora:-y members when visiting with the Conference. 

9. This Constitution may be amended or altered at an'Y 
meeting by two-thirds majority voting. 

LEAGUE RALLY REPORT· 

The Free Will Baptist League Rally met at River Turn 
Free Will Baptist Church on July 31, 1960. The meeting was 
opened with a song wnld prayer hy Bro. Emmett Houston. 

The morning devotional was given by. Charles Grimes. 
- . - " ' 

'l1he welcome address was given by Mrs. Robert Cun
ningham. The response was given. by Mrs. Alma Houston. 

' 'Jlhe minutes were read and approved. There were ten 
churches represented. They were New Salem, Hebrew, River 
Turn, Father's Home, Bellview, Highway, Mother's Home, 
New Home, Corinth, and Thompson. 

. Officers were elected for the followir.rg year. They were 
as follows: 

President __________________ ------------------------ Gene. ·MeN ease 
Vice President --------·--------------------------------- Sally Zorn 
Recording Secretary · ------------------- ___ Betty McGalvin. 
Corresponding Se1cretary ---------------------------- Gail Powell 
Sword D:·ill Leader ---· ______________ Mrs. Alma Jean Grimes 
Ohoris;ter __ .. ________ ---------------------· --------~--- Shelby Williams 
Pianist ------------------------------------------------ Glenda Wells 
Field Workers __________________ Mrs. Pete Davis, Mr. Emmett 

Houston1, Mr. John Bailey 
N · t' · C 'tt Mrs Ed ard Sheffield omma mg omm1 ee . _________ . w 

··· · Mrs. Emmett -Houston, Mrs. Drew Floyd 
Constitutional Committee. _____ Rev. Edward Sheffield, 

Mr. Emmett Houston. Glenda Wells. 
Program Committee --·-------·- Rev. Ervin Williams, Mrs. 

· B. B. ·Barber, Mrs. J. B. Lovering 

Rev. Ervin Williams gave the mornh:rg talk. Then we 
were dismissed for lunch. · · · 

-

AFTERNOON 
' 

The afternoon devotional was given iby Gene McNease. 
19 •. ·. -
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We then had the business neriod. The Constitution1al 
Committee recommended that the. league rallies meet in the 
afternoons so as not to conflict with the Sunday· School ser
vices in our regular 1home chu~ches. They recomme·n1ded that 
this be tabled until our next convention. · · 

Delegates were appointed to the State League Rally. 
They were Mr. and Mrs. Louie Grimes, Mrs. Alma Houston, 
Rev. and M11s. Drew Floyd, and Glenlda Wells. 

We then had the swo11d drill. The winners, which will 
go to the State League Convention at Camp Mt. Bether in 
November were Glenda Wells and Mildred Weaver. 

· -. We ther,! had the programs. They were Corinth, River 

' 

I 
I 

I 

1 
'i i 

' 
' 

i'' I:, 

'' '' 
' 
' ! I 

' 
' ! : I 

'' ' I 
'i ' 
I 
' . I ' 

'i ' 
I 

I 
I 
I 

' ' ' ' ' 
' 
I ' ' ' ' ' 

" ' 

' J 
I I . 

' ' ' ' ' ' 

I ' 

I 
I ! 

; : ' 

' ' " I ; 

Turn, New Salem, and Hebrew. · 

Bl'O. Floyd gave away a cedar chest which was received 
by Edwina Hand from Corinth Ohurch. · 

A rising vote of thanks was extended to River Turn 
Church for their fim,e hospitality during the day. 

--

We were then dismissed .. · · 

·Program For League Rally at Mother's Home 

Morning Devotional -------------------------- Carol Sue Bynm 
Welcome Address ______________________ Mrs. Carolyn Hornsby 
Response -----------~-----------------------------~--- Ray Cox 
Business Period 
Morning Talk ----~------------------------------------- Louie Grimes 
Noon 
Aftern!oon Devotional __ ------------------- Edgar Smith 

Program For League Rally At Hebrew 

Morning Devotional ------------- _____ Carlton Chambers 
Welcome Address -----~---~------ Mrs. Bessie Kate Barber 
Response _ ---------------------------- Mrs. Jack Burke · 
Business Period 
Morning Talk ---------------------------------------- Bro. Wood / 
Noon 

. Afternoon Devotional _____ _ __ Mrs. Clifton Carpenter 
20. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION REPORT 

The Martin Free Will Baptist Sunday School Convention 
met at Hebrew Church on May 29, 1960. 

'.Dhe meeting was opened with a song service led by Rev. 
J. B. Lovering. 

Devotional was given by Sister Linlda Floyd. 

Welcome address was given by Sister Leroy Johnson 
and Rev. Issac Musgrove .gave the response. 

The minutes were read and ·adopted. 

· Delegates were appointed to the State Sunday . School 
Gonlvention as follows: Becky Newberry, Elaine Houston, 
Carolyn Hornsby,. Gene McNease, and Sally Zorn. 

Four ministers and two Sunday School Superintendents 
were present. . 

The President appointed the following committees: 

Nominating Committee. _________ Bro. John Bailey, Bro. 
Hel'lbert Boyd and Sister C. A. Lane 

Program Committee _________ Sister Linda Flody, Sister 
Virginia Hicks, Sister Sally Zorn wr.ld Bro. Gene McNease. 

Eleven o'clock message by Rev. J. B. Lovering taken· 
from the 20th chapter of Jeremiah. , 

Dismissed for the noon hour. 

Reassembled at 1 :30 .p. m. 
. 

Afternoon Devotional by Bm. Gene McNease. 

Report of committees were read anld adopted as follows: 

Nominating Committee Report 

President ---------------------------,-------- Bro. Henry M. Bellflour 
Vice President _________ _ __ Bro. Gene MeN ease 

Recording Secretary -------·-------------------- Sister Sally Zorn 

Corresponding Secretary ---------------------- Bro. Douglas Worsley 
21. 
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PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT 
1st Session Corinth Church April 30, 1961, . 

Congrewational ;Singing 
Devotional ______ ------------------ Rev. Edward Sheffield 
Welcome Address ---~-------------· Sister Virginlia Hicks 
Response --------------- ------------------ Bro. Ray Cox 
Business 
Programs 

. 2nd Session: Highway Church, October 29, 1961 
Congrega tiona! Singing 
Devotional ___ __________ ______ Rev. J. J. Scott 
Welcome Address ------~--------------------------Sister J. J. Scott 
Response ______ __ _ ____ Bro. Joe Riddlehoover 
Business 
Programs. 
A rising· vote of thanks was exten!ded Hebrew Church 

for its fine hospitality shown during the day. 

... 

DOCTRINAL VIEWS 
· 1. We_ believe rthat the Holy :Dible was written b~ men divinely in

s'pired arrd is a treasure of Heavenly ·instruction 1t:hat has a God · 
for its. aUJthor, salvation :for its end and truth rwithout mixture of . . . . . 

error for its mat:ter; tha:t iJt reveals the principles lhy which God will 
judge rus, ·and therefore, it shall rem'ain 1\Vith •US to the end of time, 
the .. true center of Christian union and the supTeme standard to which 
all hurman condiu:ct and O!Pinion .should conform. 

2. That :there is ibut one true God, whose name is Jehovnh the 
maker and ruler of Heaven ·and earth, ineX!pressivdy ;glorious in holi
ness, worthy of all po;_d:hlc honor, confidence anrl love, revealed in 
the [lersonal distinction, of the Father, So:n ancl. Holy Ghost, equal in 
everw divine perfection, and executing distinct ibu!t harmonious offices 

• 

in the .great work of :redemption. 
3. That man 'vas created in a state of holiness runder the laws 

of his Maker, ibu't by voluntary ;transgression tf•ell from :that holy and 
h:tJIT>Y s:tate, in consequence of which men are sinners, not .by con
strraint, but by choice, being by nature 'U1tterly void of that holiness 
required by the law oif God, .wholly 'given to the gratificaJtion of the 
world, of S3:tan and their sinful passions and therefore under just 
condemnation to eternal ruin, :without defense or excuse. 

· 4. 'Dhat iit;he salvation of sinners is wholly of grace throu;gh the , 
meditation 1o'f the 1Son of God, who took upon him our nature, yet 

1 

without sin ·honored the law 1by His !Personal oihedience, and made 
atonement for sin hy His ·d:)ath; 'being risen from the dead, He is 

22. 
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·now enthroned in Heaven and runiting in His wondenful person the ten
der sympathies with divine /Perfection, in every way qualified to -be a 

. su~table compa:.-sionate and all sufficient Savior. 

5. That the gre~t :g10SJpel ·blessings !W-hich ·Christ of His fullness 
bestows on such :as believe on Him is justification; that justification 
consists in the rpardon of sin and rp•romise of eternal life -upon princi
rples of righteousness; thalt it is •bestowed, not in consideration of any
thing whk:h we have done, ibut ,solely thr-ough His own righteouness and 

. . . 
atonement, and that it brings us into a ·state of most blessed peace and 
favor with God. 

G. 'fh!:lt lthe :blessings of sah~ation are made :free to all by the 
Gospel; that it is tfue immediate duty of all to Teceive them by a 
cordial .and olbedient fa:i!Jh, and :that nothing prevents the salvation of 

. . . 

. the greatest sinner <>n ear-th but his own Vio1UJntary r~usal to submit 
to the Lord Jesus Christ rw.hich results :will sulbject Him to aggravated 
cond=nation • ... . ' ' 

7. Tha:t in order Ito ·be saved 1we must 1be regenerated or horn 
again. Th: t regeneration ·consists Olf •giving a holy disposition to the 
:mind, and is effected in a manner a:bove our -comprehension by the . . 

.pOIWer of the Holy Spirit producing a voluntary cbedience to •the Gospel; 
and that its rproper evidence is !found in the holy fr-uits which we bring 
forth to God. 

. . 
8. Th~t election is tlhe gracious p.Ul'JlOSe · of God, · according to 

1\vt}tich Ha regen()rn.te;; E.:mctifics and saves sinners .. That · bchg per
fectly •consiE•tent with the free agency of man, it · compreh:md!'; all 
means wibh the end, lthat it is a most ·glorious display of God's good
ness, •being infinitely ·wise, holy, unchangealbile; that it utterly excludes 
loaf!ting and IPl'omo:tes ·humility, rpraycr, . praise,· t11UJst in God, and 
active imitation of His free mercy; that it encourages the use of means 

'in the highest degree; tha.t it is the :foundation of ChTistian assurance, 
·and that Ito ascertain it with Tegard to ourselves, demands and deserves 
our 1utmost diligence. 

9. That the !preserving atmchment df. :true lbelievCTs to Christ the 
grand 1mai'k ·which distin~ishes 1thetm from superficial rprofessors; that 
a special providence wa,tches 10ver their welfare and that they are kept 
by the power of God throug!h faith unto salvation. · 

10. That the law of G.od is the eternal, unchangealble rule of His 
govemme:1t; that it is holy, just and good, that tthe ina:biUty which the 
Scripture ascribes tlo fallen man to fluMill the rprecepts arise entirely 
from · their love of sin to deliver thffill from which and ;to restore them 
through a mediator :to unfeigned obedience ·to the Holy law is one design 
Of the Gospel and the .means of tgrace connected with the establishment 
of tha visiible chur.ch. 

· H. T-hait 1the first day of the week is the Lord's day of Christian 
Swblbath: that it should be kept sacred to religious rpu11poses ,by ab
staining fro.m all secular labor and recren:tion by the dir~ct olcs~rv-

23. ~ ..: 
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ance of all means of grace, both public. and private, and prepare for 
the rest which remains for the people of God. _ 

12. That civil g1overmnent is of divine appointment for the in
. terest .of order of human society; thwt the magistra)t.}s arc to be prayed 
for conscientiously; honored and •obeyed in all things not contrary to 
the ·will of our Lord Jesus Ghrist, who is the L•ord of conscience and 
Prince of the kings of 1lhe eal1th. 

13. That there is a radical and essential difference between the 
rig~hteous and wicked, and that such only are justified by faith in the 
nrume of the Lord Jesus Ohrist and is sanotified 1Yy the spirit of God 
as are tl1uly righteous in His esteem ·While all such as continue in im
penitence and unbelief are, in His sight, wicked and unucr the curse and 
this distinction holds goo·d among men, •both in and aft:er death. 

14. Tih:::.lt the end of this world is ~ppror.ching when Christ will 
descend from the Heaven and raise the dead tfrom their •graves to 
final retribution, that solemn separation .will then take !Place, the 
Tighteous being adjudged to everlas·ting happiness and the. wicked to 
endless :punishment and His judgement will forever fix the final state 
of men in Heaven· or Hell on vrinciples of righteous. - John 5:25; 
Matt. 25 :3·1; 41 :46. 

ASSOCIATIONAL DECORUl\1 
L The Association shall be called to order :by the moderator elected 

last session. 
2. T.his Association shall be opened and closed rwith vrayer. 

3. The moderator and clerk shall qfificiate until their successors 
are elected. 

4. It shall !be •the duity of the moderator to call the meeting to 
order, to see th:a.t order is preserved, receive and su~mit all •questions 
to the body. He shall have the ·privile.ge of s•pe::king but !111i.l•St call 
UIPOn soll1e ~ther brother to 'preside in his 1Pl:1Ce while speaking •. He shall 
not have 'the right to vot<! unless body is equ;llly divi:ied, ·when he 1nay 

· cast the deciding v:ote. 

5. T.he 1n1en'lbers ;present shall be enrolled and their names called as 
often as necessary. . . - .. 

6. The majority of· the members present shall rule in cases, ex
cept upon admission of n:tW churches, which shall require a unanimous 
vote. · 

7. No member shall a:bsent himself f11om house without leave 
:from the moderator, and no member shall leave -the association ~v1thout 
the consent of 1the 1biody . 

8. All !business shall ibe blJO:U•g"ht 1before the body by a move and 
second and shall he dispos'ed of ace.ording .to 1gootl ;uiSage. 1 

9. No ]person shall be allowed to speak more than three times on 
the same subject n:or more than fifiteen minutes each time rwith01ut. per
mission from the body. . . . -

24. 
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/ 10. No ·person shall be disturbed while speaking unless he departs 
fTom the sulbdedt and it <Will ibe ne1cessary to call him to order. 

. 11. OnLy one pers:on shall be allowed to speak alt a time and he 
must rise to his feet and address the nioderat:or and mju:S't not use abusive 
langua1ge or personal re.Dlection on any one without being subject to a 

• 
call to order by !the moderator. . · . 

12 .. lit shall he the duty of the Clerk to 'keep a m i nut e of the 
pvaceedings and · read the •sa~me 1when ·called U[lon, . to be corrected at 
the dis·creti:on oif ,the bo·ruy, and. shall pr(1pare ·the. minutes. for publica
ition, unless ·the association Shall appoint someone for that purpos•i!. 
He shall keap all !books and papers 1helonging to the association and read 
the sa:me when ordered· to do so, and shall havesuch compensation for 
his services as the ass·o.ciation may prescribe. . ... 

13. It Shall be the duty of the corresponding secretary to carry on 
c:orrelijlondence hy writing to pe;rsons !belonging to other associations of 
like faith in any <Way that wou1ld be likely· to create interest in this asso~ 
ciation for its promotion and well being. .· · 
-- . . --- .. ,,_ 

14. ]t shall he the· d'lllty. of ·the treasurer to keeJp all mone~ com
mitted to him by the asSIOiciation, and. to keep an account of receipts and 
e>.."'!Jendiitures, make a .report ·at every association if called IUIPon, pay out 
money when: ordered to do s'o by the association, and shall receive such . . ' -

compensation as ,the association may ~escri:be. . 
. 15. No 'Church shall liberate any merniber to preach th~ Groopel unless 

he has held member!ihip in the !Church for a:t least twelve months;. and 
' . - ' . 

no minister who comes from another denomination lbe liberated until he 
. - . 

has 1been examined lby 1the Ordaining Council and received Credentials 
bearing their approval. , ' 
. . 16. These rules of decorum may be amended at the· discretion of .. . 

the association. 

• ···CHURCH DECORUI\1 
1. The church may choose a J>astor annually at the. last regular 

coJI'ference in asso:ciation year; or if they ·prefer it may. choose a ·.pastor 
for an indefinite length of time to eontinue·from year to year as long as 
they deem it propex to 1keep u:p the connection. 

··· · · 2.· w.hen ·it lb~comes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at anot:Jher 
ltime; :but if the choice be made at a special conference, the time must he 
appointed at a monthly meeting of ·the church. . 

. 3. 'I1he pa>:itor shall ·be the moderator of the chlurch, but when .he 
is a'hsenrt; or does not sit as moderator, lbeing present, some suitable broth
. er shall be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. There sball· ihe :two or more deacons in the church whose duty 
it shall lbe to superintend tJhe collection and disbursement of the con
tribution made 1by the church for. the 'Pastor, etc., and to distribute the 
bread and wine in the administration of the Lord's supper. 

5. 'l'he deacons shall· take- notice· of. suelh memfbers as re£use or 
neglect . tJo :partake· of t:Jhe ,Lord's supper and endea¥or to ascertain the· 
cause, that the s::11me m::ty :be l~iJ before . the church· in.· conference if '· 
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necessary. 
6. Some· suitalhle memlber shall. be •n<P:POinted . clerk and it shall be 

his duty to do all the recording and other writing pertaining to the 
business .of the· ehiu1rch .. and :bo presewe a file of the minutes o:f the 
assodation. 

7. 'When a new 'Clerk is 31ppointed all the books, etc. belonging to 
the clerk shall lbe immedra:tely delivered to him iby his predecessor. 

8. ""hen a church deems it necessary, a •committee of not less 
than 1fuvee· male memlb•ers, well acquainted 1with •business, slhall · be 
31ppointed, ·whose duty it shall be to give advice t.o lbrethren who apply 

' ' 

to thein relativ.e to cases of dealings and ek 
9. The· •chu11cfu ·shall hold tw.o days :meetings monthly, embracing 

Saturday and the Lovd's day following the first of which shall be the 
regula,r ti:me of· conference. 

10. It shall ibe the dutty •of every memlber, male or female, to at-
' , -· ' 

tend ·ea•ch comeTence meeting if .they ean,"' for on that day the pastor 
is exp~·oted to instruct the eh.uvch in ,Pedal maimer :by· giving plain 
arid p•ointed lessons on doctrine! dici1pline and rule of ho1y living. 

·· 1L Any male member, .who shall fail to attend three successive 
conf·erences, and any member whatever, who may ibe generally remiss 
hi ' attending ':the meeting of the ·chuvch according . 'to the c•ovenant 
(Article 10), shall 'be cited to aprr>ea.r in cOnference and answer for 
his . neg1c.ct, Wt the church may exempt member from this ru1e if 

. .. ·- . 
necessary . ·· · · · 

.. •' . 12. Gonfer.ence, after prayer. ~r divine service shall ibe opened as 
follOIW.S: (!1) Inviting visiting lbrethren to seat. (2) Qpening the door of 
the .cb/rmch for the reception of . members. (3) Galling for the reading 
of t~e niiriUites oif the last lcolill'ercnce. '(4) 'Calling for abs·entees. (5) 
For acknomledg.emen'ts. ( 6) For reverences or deferred busiri~ss: (7) 
For new matters of dealings, which are to come ·be'flore the body. (8) 
F·or. mis1ceHane.ous lusiness. - · . · · · 
- · 13.- Visiting brethren, as help called in from. sister churches, shall 
.be al!oiWed . .to. speak and make .mo,tions and seconds, but. not ,allowed 
to v.ote. 

· · 14. Any orderly member of tlhe 'Baptist Chuvch . may he received 
-into the ehurch without letter, when it is made a,p,parant . that his 

Christian eih:wader is unimrr>eachaible, and. that. he. has applied for .. a 
looter and could not obtain it be·cause he desired to j.oin this or some 
sister church. All oth'er members mu,st join by letter or baptism. · ·· · 

15. No memlher shall be received without the unanimous consent 
of · the -memlbers · rpresent, but ru.nrcasonable <>lbJections shall not be 
valid and unless .withdrmvn the member who malres .them shall be liable 
to be taken under dealings by the church; 

16. When the· moderator calls f,or albsentees, the de11k shall info= 
the churoh what memlbers have been absent from . three successive 
conferences, and the modev:::.tor shall DJppoint some brother or. brethren 
to cite each of 1Jhem to the next con.: ereTIICe. 

26 ;- " . .. :-

. . . .. ' 

' 

I 
' 
• 
I 

i 
' 
' ' I 
1 
i 

' ' ' I i 
i 

' • 
' 

' ' ' I • j 
' l 
'· ' 



-- ~---·--· 

' 
I 

17. No member shall be eXI}lelled uniess he has :been cited verball~ 
or in writing to attend his trial; rprov:ided ·his residence be knOIWil to 
ihe church. If a minister the guilty clf unchristian conduct he may ibe 
dealt with juslt as any other member, iby his church, and lllJUst be re
,portted to the Ordaining Council and they may silence him for a period 
of time or indefinitely, as they see fit. 

18. When a witness, not a memlber of the church, is introduced, 
he shall not 1he examined till the quesltion has been 111Uit to •the church: · 
"Will you hear the otes,timony: of this witness?" 

19. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknOIWledgement 
shall he minuted in the church ibook. 

20. Members dismissed, from the church 'by letter who become 
disorderly or continue to hold their letters without a· good·. reason, shall 
be cited to the confe,rence to answer for their conduct. 

21. EXipelled memJbers m~ he restored •to fellowship on their peti
tion if their waLk since expulsion has convinced the church that- they 
have sincerely rEUJented of their former evil conduct. · 

22. A vote shall not be taken upon any question !Withoot a move 
and a secoJl'd, and in aH imjportant questions the vote shall •be taken 
iby rising to the feet. 

23. No motion shall be made while a •move and second is before the 
conference. 

24. -It shall 1be considered disordenly for any member to absent 
himself from conference when an illliPor'tanlt question is to be decided; -
•but a maml:er, u,p·on .his reqTitest, rmay •he exempted from voting on 
dther side in peculiar cases. 

' 

_ 25 . .No member _shall leave the house during conference without a 
sufficient cause, nor en~age in conv~sation or ~vhispering without being 
su:bjoot to ·being called to order by the .moderator. 

26. AU discussions in conference must ;be conducted with calmness 
and -good feeling; /those w'ho speak must rise to their feet and address_ 
the moderator, and keep to the point in '<lebalte. 

27. No one shall spe:.k more than thvee times on the same motion 
without permission from the moderator, nor shall the remavks of any 
one be_ :unveasonably long. 

28. When the moderaltor speaks in debate· he rmust nominate some 
brethren moderator in his stead. 

29.' N.o one shall be interrupted while f@eaking \Unless it is necessary 
to call him to order. 

30. Et shall .be the rule of the ch!uroh to attend to the administra- -
tion of the Lord's su,pper and foot .washing at least four times a year, 
and the e}J{)enses are to lbe paid lby •the church. 

31. .l\IJemJbers not . in :good standing shall not commune, but the 
administration shall not ·be deferred on a:ccount of any ordinary matter 
of dealing. · -

32. PUiblic fasting, humilh:t:o:1 and prayer shall :be observed on 
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. ' .proper occasiOns. 
3:3. It shalltbe the duty of the pastor tto ,take up collections qual'lterly 

for.the Si.UIPPort of the home mission rwonk. 
· 34. It shall be the duty· of each church to appoint a committee Ito·. 

revise <the church hook once a year. 
35, This decorum may he aLtered or amended iby the vote of trwo

thirds of the 1m embers present. at any trwo successiv·e monthly con-
ferences. ' ,. . . .. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. 'l1HiE SCIRil;PTIUR:E. The Scriptlurre o'f . the Old and New Testa

ments were --given !by the in~piration of God, and are binding on all as 
our only ru1le of faith and praretice. There is only one living and true 
God, infinite in all of His attributes; the Creator, .Preserver and Gov~ 
ern.or of the Universe, revealed to us in the S,crip,tures as Father, Son 
and Spirit. 

2. OHmST. He is God manifest in the flesh, !being in His divine 
nature true God, in His human nruture true man, united in the person 
of Messiah as the modiator for the re'dermption. of the world. · 

- .. . .. 
3. '!1HIE HOLY 1SPIRIT. He possesses rail personal divine attributes 

' ' 

belonging to the Reformer, Comforter and Sanltifier of men .. 

4. DIVINE PURP!OSE AND PROV!IDEiNGE. The pur.poses of God 
are eternal and immuta!ble, <and !His Wise and Holy Providence is over 
all things to secure His on}y 'glory and lthe highest welfare of all crea-. ' ' 

tures .. 
' ,- '· 

5. OR]GiiNA•L 811ATE .A!ND F.A!LL OF .MAIN. Man was created 
uprig•ht,. butt. ,:,y ·disobedience if ell, into a state of sin and condemnation 
All. his posterity inhe.rits . his fallen nature, which is rcherished by in
duigenc•e so all who come· to years of moral accountability, sin and . 

. . ·- . . .. ''• . 
Cf?1Jl1C shortt of the glory of God. . . . .. . . . 

. .G.TtHE AT'ONE:MENil'. Ohrist in His great compassion offered 
- . . . . . 

Himself as a sacrifice in our stead, and those :by His life, suffering and 
de:~th, mr.·de an abonemenlt which is full, and free to all, and opens the 

' ' - . . . . . . ·- ' - . .. 

only. way to salvation. 

7. GRAOE. No one can hy his own 'work mer~t, obtain salvation 
which is. rwholly of the ~grace of God, and through which all spiritual 
bl ~'lsings are bestowed UJpon us. . . · .. · 

. 

8. · CONiDI'l':LON OF· SAILVA'"NON'. These are ·repentances imply
ing Godly Eorrow for open concessions and other renunciations of· sin, · 
faith or the unrese!"V'ed committal of. the mind and heart to receive, 
obey ann trust in. Christ. regenerr:tion o.f ·the Holy S9irit, \~h~r~by th'.! 
soul is fre2d frcm the dominion ·of sin· arid brought into the glorious , 

I 
Uberty of the children o:f God. · · · · · · 

9. EILEtOTIION; · God has not· .fjx,ed the :Durture state of man by 
any unconditional de•cree, !but detel'lmined from rthe beginning to save 
all who ccx:1ld cori11ply !With the cond: ~Ions of salvation. 
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/ 10. BR'EISERV~NIOE. None wiLl tbe :finally saved but those who, 
thrcmgh .gruci, prese11ve in holiness. 

11. SALV .A 'IliON FREE. God desires the salvation of all, the Gos
.pcl, in'Vites all, .the Holy .Spirit strives IWi;th all, and whosoever will, may 
c01me and taJke of the wtater of life freely. 

12. 'l1HE FREiEIDOM OF THIE WjH:.JL. The human !Will is not con
·:trolled by. any fatal necessity or external tforce, but is free and self
determined, having1 ;power to yield to gracious influences or .resist them 
and ,perish. 

13; GOSPEL ORD1!NIAiN10ES .. Baptism or the immersion. of believ
ers in water, and the Lord's sUJpper a11e ordinances to tbe !petpetuated 
·under the Gospel or universal obligation and to ibe administered to all 
true tbelievers. 

14. 'l1HE tSAIBBA'l1H. The Christian Sabbath is a divine institu
_tion binding on all, <and should be .olbser:ved by abstaining tirom all secu
lar business, amusemimts ·.and consecrated ·to the worship of God and rto 

· spidtual im1pro:vements. 
15. 'DHIE RtE:SU!RREiOTIION. Final judg1ment and final retribution 

--/Christ will make His second aJIJpearance at the end o[ the . world, 
'vhen the dood tWill . be· raised, the judgment will set, the righte{)>lls will 

. bi received to eternal blessedness, and the wicked banished to ·endless 
suf!fering. 

' . 

:GOVERNl\IENT AND ORDINANCES 
1. We ibelie:ve rthe Gospel chunch, or a church of Christ is a 

· ·congregation of Christians constituted and governed ·according · to the 
rules laid dOIWn in •theNew Testament. 

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of go:v
ernment and ordinances of the first 'Christian churches, and to be com-
posed of baptised believers in Christ. . · 

3. T·hat rthe visible church is lthe <aggregate . or whole n:u:mber of 
Gospel church:)s, and that the invisible church is camposed of the re
deemed now in Heaven; and! of such Christians now on earth as are not 
attached to the visihle; according to the Gospel rules. 

4. That the estaJblishment of a. central ·or Catholic go'Vernment 
over .the visible church or any pa11t thereof is a devise of earthly ambition 
repugnant to the word of God and subsersive to the chul'ches and dan
ger'Ous to the liberties of men. 

5. That -the Go.S!Pel chul'ches . are the e'Clesiastical 'bodies · or 
tribunals aut~horized by .the Scripture; that each church has the un
restricted right to administer, its own government IWithoUtt supervision 
or inte~ference, il::eing un•der Christ essentially indQpendent and ahso
lute and that if this right is surrendered to a SUJPerintending juris
dictio·n by delegation or otherwise the assembly ceases to ibe a gospel 
church. 

6. Tha.t churches may nevertheless, meet by delegates, from an 
asso•cbtion and -dcdare the te:, ___ s u;pon which <they will keep up a 
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. fi·iend~y · corre11pon>dence but that· the rights and·· authority . of the 
churches heing inalienable are in no wise compromised by or hinder
ed by· entering into an associa:tion, therefore asso-ciations have no 

. shadOtW · ru authority , ov.er churehes or .·individuals, their only powers 
being to transa.ct business which does not pertain .·to churehes ·in their 
edesiastical" capacity,· or· rto promote mutual illltercourse and concen
tration ·of vo~t:n1tary effort, tand to . give .that advice to ehu11ches which 

·· might with equal authority· be given lby. an individuaL . . ...... . 

7. That the authority of churches are designated for ·the 'per
. petuation of the true religion of· the Go<1pel and for the preservation 
. of a pure· and orderLy •body of ;Christians on ea11th, that is fully suf
, fident £or the ~ll'l1POSes intended, burt . it does not emend to the. person's 
;property or consciences of 'men in ·any case whatever. .. 

8. Thr.t th::: · cn:y requisites . to church membeirsh~p are faith in 
·christ and· o1bedience to . the Gospel, tha:t faith in Christ ne,cessarily 
exislts . in :connootion: with the belief in the fundamental truths . of 
Christianity, and to prescribe any other requisites -of chu11ch. member
ship is an as.~:::mption on the part of the church and a departure from the 

plan of the Gospel. .. > . 
~ -· . 

· 9 .T1hat the officers of the church are elders and deacons; that 
· elders are also -called : bishop.s or pastors; . that all elders are· equal in 
rank; though ,they ma,y perfomn differ.ent functions sinee some may be 
bish01ps or pastors. of a ,particular •chu11ch, while others may be simply 

,elders, having :rio pastoral charge. · .. .· . 
. . . 

· · 10. Thalt .·the authority of· a minister of the Gospel extends. to . . ' . . 

baching, exo1,tation and rebuke, but no :fiu.rther,. that he ·can not 
. perfol1m .. any .. a•ct which belongs .. to the mithority o;f th::: church; such 
as· the ,rGception ~f members. into ithe ,,chureh comp:act, of the expul-···· ..... · .... ·-····· -· 
sion of offendel'S, that as memlbers. of the chm1ch he is no more than 

.. , any other member, and if he is guilty of trans;gre.ssion he is to be 
brOiulght' to. tri~l before' his brethren and .. convicted . or acquitted 'in the 

. cmne manne~ ~sif ,he \Vere a private ;person; yet We think it prudent 

. nnd ipropcr to cull in advisory he~p, . e@ecially if the minister is to 
' ' . . ' . . . - ~ ' " . ' .. 

. be tried upon a charge· or heresay. · · . ,.. 
. . . 11. Th:t Chris1tim1 ba,ptism is the immersion of a believer in .·.water . . 
in the name o.f the Father,' Son, and of the .Holy Ghost .. . - . . ·- . .. . .. 

·12. That the Lord's Slli!J•per is an ordinance ,to he oi':Jserved in the 
church till.the Lord comes. .. ·· · 

. - -· . . . ' 

13. The elders and deacons must be set apart to their office .by 
o'rdimution, bv thq im[)~sition .of the h~nds of .the vresbytery and pray-

.' '• . . ' . . 

er, witho.:.J;t which they are not nuthorized to administer the _ordinances 
pertaining to 'their rer.p::ctive · o.ffices. . ··. 

ASSOCIATIONAL CONSTITUTION, ., . . 

1. A church prCJiPer in its lowest sense is a lbody of Christians 
unite:l · and c:>ngrc·g~tcd together for the pu11pose of worshiping God 

.. 30. • 
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' 
and' promoltirug His cause, and in which· the Gospel is re&~ularly 
preached; the ordinances dully administered and the . principles_ of 
holiness •encout1;;,ged and 1practiced. Each church or ibody thus form
ed is a se~para.te pa11t thereQf and an independent in itself; possessing 
the right to direct its orwn af1'airs in ~ts own way, subject. only in 
certain diflicult cases to arbitrate ihy sister churches. S,uch churches 
may, however, unilte in assodational calpacity for pu11IJoses of ·more 
thorough O!'lg1anization, etf'ficient wo11k . ;and for_ ·general and mutual 
good of all without Slmrrendering any of 1their individual rights. There
fore, the chuvches hereinalfter •mentioned resolve themselves into a bodw. 
cdesiastic to be known as 1Jhe Mavtin Association of Free Will Baptist 
which shall meet annual1y at such time and place as may be a•greed upon 
hy the ·bo•dy at its annual meetill!g'. . . . , . • 

2. The Association, when assemble<!, shall he composed of . all_ 
Ministers o.f the As•sociation, b'oth ordained and licenitirutes, all standing 
boord memJb.ers and 1ihe deloga'tes chosen by the several churches from . . . . . 
time to time for that pur;pose. . _ . _ 

3. The numlber of delegates to be d~ter111ined by the membership of· 
Jthe respectiv.z churches. To simplify this we will state that any church is 
entitled to two delegates, it matters not h<JIW few membei·s it may have. 
T·hat rufter it has attained fifty memfo·ers it shall then be entitled to one 

. ' . 

more delegate to every twenty-five members or fvaction part thereof, un-. . . ' 

til it has reached one hundred; then for every fiflby, ·or· lfmctional part 
thereof· and go· on increasing in its rrutio to any number. · :; 

.. 4. The ofHcers of the Association .shaH ~~onsist of ·a· moderator,. clerk 
an ::I treasurer to be chosen annually for the next year and to· be elected ' 
·by JbaUot o•r any way the Assodation deems p'rol)er. 

. ' 

5. It shall ·be· the duty of the moderator to preside over the body 
&rri::·g the session for ~hich he is elected;·call the 'session to order, en-·' 
:t:orce the rules oJ decorum, decide all. questions of discipline, arid in case 
of a ·tie; to cast •the. deciding vote. 

6. It shall,be the duty of the cle11k to 'keep an a.ccurate r<:com ~f the 
.business transactions of the associa-tion, superintend the printing of the 
minutes and drai\V on the treasurer for ·the funds to discharge the expense. 
of the same; He shall hold office until :his successor is elected and ins'tall-. ' 

ed, and shall receiVe SUJch campens::lltion for his Sel'viCeS as the associa-
tion may deem 'Proper to allcl\v. · ·· 

· 7. The Association shall hav-.: a mission board, a 1promo.tional board 
and a SUi;>·eraimuation boarJ. 'Di1cse shall be kn~wn us "Standing B ;<ads.'' 
There shall also be an ordaining council and an investigating commibtee 
and any other ccmmittce th~ 1bod!y shaH deem·necessal'y. All board and 

. . ' . . 
commit.te·e me1111bers shall be appoirrtctl an111ually ·,by the moderator or· 
elected by the body. The chaimmn of eacll of the standing boards. togeth
er with the modera.tor and :secretary & treasurer · shall com1:o.so· th; · 

. . ' 

executive committee. · . .. .. . 

8. Wihen tho association is aasemlJled a majcTity of all the minibers 
enrolled shall ihe requ.ired to form ::1. quorum for the transaction of iuUilines. ;-

• 

9. All debates shall be' conducced in a Christian ·like and broth-
31. 
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erly spirit. All shall be allowed the ,privilege of speaking on. any question 
which is sulbmitted to the consideration of the 'body. 

· 10. Every speaker shall rise to his f:eet, address the moderator, 
and keep to the·· qu:estion in debate, and shall avoid all . unpleasant. 
reflections and personalities. · · ·. · 

·. · · 11. No brother shall !be allowed to consume more than · fifteen 
minutes· in one sp·eech, or 51peak more than twice on Jthe same subject ex
cewt by permission .c)f 1the moderator or body. 

··• · 12, All ques.tions shall. be submitted by move ·and second the first. 
motion taking precedence in point of order .Every motion seconded must· 
be acted ~on,. unless withdra•wn by the mover. 

13. '11he !business shall 1be ·taken up · in order according to ·the sub
joined plan, unless it becomes nzcessary to suspend the. regular · rules · 
f()r a' time for th~ pu~oses which ap.pear !Proper. 

· · ·'. 1·4. The moderator shall, at each session, invite corresponding 
delegates froni other bodies of our own o11der, and also ministers f.roril. 
other denominaJtions to seats, when thus. sea.ted shall be entitled to the 
friendship of honorary members. 

. . 
' ' 

, ASSOCIATION AL COVEN ANT .. 
.. ' ' ' 

. · Having been, we tnu:st, !brought together to organize an associa-
tion; 'b~ divine groce: to embrace our Lord Jesus Christ, to give our-. 
selves up :whoHy. •to Him, . with all . humility and 1brotherly · love; to. 

-. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

watch over ea-ch. other. for good, ·and stir up each other to love and 
good work, and not .forsaking ·the :frequent assembling o.f ourselves 
together with our neighlbol's to \v.orship God according to His reveal-

. '• - . - . . ' . ' ' 
ed .will, as oc•casion may require; to. 1\varm, rebuke and admonish . each 
other according :to the rules of the Gospel, that the knowledige may ibe 
therelby pro1moted to· the erid. We wiil uiP,hold the · public :worship of 

·.. . . '• . ' '-' . ·. -. . ' . ' 

God . and the ordinances of His. house, and hold constant commumon 
with each oth')r therein; and we ·will cheerfully contribute of our pro-. . .. -- .. ---·· . '. ·-·--
perty, for <the m~mtenance of a farthful. mmrster of the Gospel among 
us and for the extension of the blessed Redeemer's kingdom among us 
universally .. W1e ~vill nOit omit. family . and close religion . at. home nor 

'. : ,, . . ... ' .. · - ,•• . -· -- ' ' . ' .... 
allow· ourselves m the too •common neglect of the •great and . rmportant 
duty of rcligio::siy training our children :for .the service of God and 
the en)oj~ment of heaven. w.e "will also sympathize with each other in 
seasons of temjptatic·n and affliction and be ready to distribute to the 
necessities of. the saints. We will especiaHy ,pray for and with each 
other for the · churches· universally for •the promised effusion of the 
Holy Spirit, . for the. jprosperity oif Zion, and the ·ingathering of th.:. 

. . . . . . ' ' . . . - ' . .. ' '-.. -·. . .. - -' . ' 

elect and may the God of Poace, who brought agarn from the dead Q:Jl' 

Lord Jesus Christ, that great Shopherd of the. Shee~p, through the 
blood of· the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in eve.cy, good 
w~rl: t~ do Hi::; will, that' :we may not only enjoy a name and piace· / 
in .the church on earth .bu1t finally with His glorious ·church of the first~ 
born of Her.ven in &S•CrLbing blessings, "honors, might, majesty .rto Him 
W•ho l)itteth on the throne and the Lil:mlb forever. " " ' 

32. 
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