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THE MARYLAND ST.ATE ASSOCIATimr BY-L~WS 

1. The clerk or his: assistant or in their absence the 
senior.mi.n.tster in years shall call the Association 
to order if a quorum is present. The Moderator or 
in his absence the Assistant Moderator shall take 
charge. Ir neither is present, a Moderator Pro Tem 
shall be elected. 

2. It shall be the duty of the Secretary to enroll the 
ordained personnel and delegates to this Association 
who shaU sign the register upon arrival with name, 
address, and Quarterly Meeting they represent. 
Visitors will also be registered. 

J. It shall be the duty of each Quarterly Meeting be­
longing to this Association to send a letter to each 
annual meeting or this Associationmporting in the 
same ita statistics and benevolent work. Any 
Qnarterly Meeting °Qelonging to this Association 1U1' 
be di8fflissed from the Association by a two-thirds 
vote of all members present. 

4. Each session shall be opened by Scriptun nading 
and prayer and shall be closed with prayer. 

5. By a two-thirds vote of all members present a ruling 
of the Moderator can be ~verruled. 

6. The Moderat-or shall have the same privileges te 
speak as any- other person, provided the Chair is 
tilled. 

7. This Association may coITespond by letter or other• 
vise with c0ther religious bodies. 

8. This Association shall sit with open doors except 
when it shall go into a coanittee of the whole. 

9. Any person not a member of this Association may be 
allowed to take part in discussion by obtaining 



permission from the Moderator and properly identi­
, fying themselves. 

10.-· Anyone desiring to speak shall stand and address 
the Moderator by the appellation "Brother Moder­
ator" but shall not speak further until recognized 
by the Moderator. 

ll. It shall be the duty of each member of the Associ­
ation. to be present at the time appointed for each 
meeting. Anyone wishing to retire should first 
ebtain permission from the Moderator. 

12. The Moderator of this Association must be an or­
dained minister and no person may be Moderator 
more than twice in succession. 

13. The Moderator shall not allow discussion when not 
carried on in a Chriatian spirit or when he thinks 
it will cause discord or division. 

14. No person shall be allowed to nominate more than 
_ -one member of aey committee provided the person 

nominated be elected. 

15. It shall be .the ·duty of the· Moderator to seat dele­
gates in a body in a designated section at the 
beginning of each session. 

. . 

16. Fi Te members or_ a -~jo_i::ity_ of the resident members 
present shall .constitute a quorum in conference. 

C0NSTIIDTI0N 

PREAMBLE 

We the members or the Free Will Baptist denomination, 
being baptized upon the profession of our faith in • 
Christ and realiz·i:ng the necessi t,r of a bond . 0£ union 
and fellowship among us as .a State Association _and ·to 
preserve and maintain correspondence and coordination 



among us, do therefore adopt this Constitution for our 
better denominational government. 

1. This yearly meeting shall be called the Maryland State 
Association of Free Will Baptists and shall be compos­
ed or ·such regularly organized and well disciplined 
Free Will Baptist Quarterly Meetings conveniently 
located as may embody themselves under this Gensti­
tution. 

2. The business of this Association shall be conducted. 
by the ordained ministers and deacons and elected 
delegates and clerks who are members of a Quarterly 
Meeting within this Association. Each Quarterly 
Meeting is entitled to three delegates frDl1l each 
church, in addition to the ordained personnel who are 
standing delegates. 

3. The officers of this Association shall be Clerk, 
Treasurer, and Secret~ry who shall retain that office 
until tenninated by this Association or themselves. 
The Moderator shall be elected at the close or the 
annual meeting of this ·Association. 

4. Any well-organized Free Will Baptist Quarterly Meeting 
composed or such church as conform to the usages and 
adop~ the doctrines and the Treatise o! the National 
Association of Free Will Baptists and the Constitution 
and By-taws of this Association may at any time, upon 
application and by majority vote of this Association, 
become a member thereof. 

5. From this time (June 1970) forward, any minister or 
deacon applying for membership in this Association 
must first meet the qualifications set forth in 
First Timothy', Chapter 3 and Titus, Chapter 1. No 
mi.~ister or deacon shall hold membership in this 
Association if he or his wife have a living compan­
ion from a previous marriage. 

6. This Association shall have authority to discipline 
the Quarterly Meetings of which it is composed and 



OFFICERS 

MODERATOR: Rev. Reed Mullins 
Fairwood Church 
6415 Ox Road 
Fairfax' Station, Va. 

CLERK: stanley Parnell 

SECRETARY: Liilian Lockee 

mEASURER: Cossie Meade 

MUSIC D:!RECTOR: Larry Green 

NA TI ONAL OFFICES 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BA?I'ISTS 
Post "Off±ce Box 1088 

Nashville, Tennessee 3702 
. . 

Address above can be used for following departments 

Board of Joreign Missions 
Home Missions - Church Extension 

Sunday School Department 
Executive Church Bonds 
Church Training Service 

Retirement and Insurance -
Laymen's Board 

Woman's Auxiliary 

FF.EE WILL BAPI'IST BIBLE COLLEGE 
3606 West End Avenue 

Nashville, Tennessee 37205 

FRE~ WILL BAPTIST HOME FOR CHILDREN 
Route 9 

Greenville, Tennssee 37743 



MINUTES 

Friday, June 25, 1976 

9:00 a.m. Session 

The Tenth Annual Session of the Maryland State Association 
of Free Will Baptists convened on Fri.day, June 25, 1976 at 
9:00 a.m. at the Mt. Calvary Free Will ~ptist Church, 
Perryman, Maryland. The opening hymn, "The Solid Rock" 
was led by Brother Larry Green, Music Director. Host 
Pastor, Rev. Mike Hall, welcomed the Association to the 
Mt ... Cal vary Church and led in the opening prayer. Rev. 
Dewey Lockee brought the morning devotions. The Scripture 
reading was from John 8:31,32. 

The Moderator, Rev. Reed Mullins, took charge and appointed 
Bro. L. D. Salyers as pro tern clerk, and called for the 
reading of the Conference letters. The clerk read the 
letters from the three conferences: Northern Virginia, 
Maryland-New Jersey and N~w River. Moved and carried that 
the letters be accepted as read and the ministers and dele­
gates were seated for business. 

The Moderator called for selection of a pro tem secretary 
and Steve Bevan was chosen to serve for the State Meeting. 

The Modrator recognized visitor, Rev. James Earl Raper, 
from the Free Will Baptist Children's Home in Greenville, 
Tennessee. 

A Committee on Cormnittees was appointed: William Steele 
as Chairman, Roger Mullins and Jennings Dotson. They 
were to appoint a Nominating Committee, a Camp Committee 
and a Resolutions Committee. 

Moderator called for adopting the program for the State 
Mt0 eting. It was moved and seconded that the progrc1:131 be 
adopted. An amendment to the motion was made allowing 
the Women's Auxiliary to have the 1:30 p.m. hour for 
their part instead of at 2:30 p.m. as listed _on the pro­
gram. The amendment was seconded and approved. The. 
State Program was adopted with this change. 



Moderator called for any old business. There was none. 
He then called for1the Treasurer's Report. Bro. Cossie 
Meade, Treasurer, read the report for the of income and 
expenditures. There was a balance of 3550 on hand in 
the General Fund, and in the Delaware Mission !i'und a 
balance of $565.25. Motion. made and carried to accept 
:the report with the stipulation that at the next annual 
meeting the report be printed and distributed. 

ReT. James Earl Raper from our Free Will Baptist Children' 
Home in Greenville, Tennessee gave a report about the 
tunctioning of the Home. He expressed thanks to those 
who support the Home faithfully on a regular basis or on 
special project gifts. 

Moderator called for the Executive Board Cormnittee Report 
(from their meeting held 'Ibursday evening, June 2-4).- Bro. 
Reed Mullins read the report submitted by the Executive 
Board Committee. Moved and carried to accept report as 
read. 

Reco1111lendations: (1) That each standing Board, Committee 
and elected Official shall supmit a financial report of 

. the expenditures of the previcms year and a projected 
budget for the coming year, no less than 30 days prior to 
the State Association and be aubmitted to the Budget Com­
mittee Chairman. This shall effect the Moderator, Clerk, 

. Editor, Mission Board Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, 
.. Executure Board Chairman, Promotional Secretary and 

National General Board Member. Motion made and carried 
to adopt this recommendation. (2) It was recommended 
that we return to the non-subscription mi~eographed 
aystem for our Mary-land State Paper. Motion carried 
that we accept this recommendatien. (3) Recommended 
that the Maryland State Paper be mailed in packets to 
the individual churches with the respective pastors re­
gµesting the number of copies needed. Motion carried. 
t4) Recommended that Rev. Vergel Maness be employed aa 
wr Maryland State Missionary to Delaware for another 
year according to the contract tenns set for him by the 
Maryland State Association. Motion caITied. 



• Moderator, called for the ~oreign Mission Report. Rev. 
Vergel Maness distributed the :material sent from the 
f oreign Missions. Gifts from the Maryland Association 
for 1975 totaledt3, 769.L7. Our quota was $5,000.00. 
Our giving for 1976 through May has been $1,596.92. 

Bro. Haness also presented the Home Mission Renert re­
ce1.ved from -Rev. Roy Thoma.s, associate director of Free. 
Will Baptist National Home Missions. He expressed thanks 
fort he support given to the Delaware Project. A total 
cf $,2, 218. 92 was received from Maryland State Association 
toward our quota of $5,000.0C 

Mction made and carried that business be recessed until 
1:30 p.m. for the Morn:i.ng Worship Service. 

ll:00 a.m. Worship Service 

The Worship Service began with singing hymn, "Faith o! 
Our Fathers". The speaker, Rev. Curtis Byrd spoke from 
a number of verses in Jeremiah. His text, Jeremiah 6:16. 
His ti,pic was "America At the Cross Roads". Follewing 
the Invi.taticn Song, "Just As I Am", Rev. Jennings Cole 
prayed the Benediction. Host Pastor, Rev. Mike Hall, 
invited all in attendance to the parsonage basement for 
a fellowship luncheon served by the host ladies. 

1:30 p.m. Session 

Conference reconvened at 1:30 p .m. Singing "At -the -
Cross" led by Steve Bevan. Devotions were led by Rev. 
Elzo Bevan with Scripture reading from Deut. 28:1-13. 

The program was turned over tto {hi Woilan I s Auxiliary-. 
A devotion WiS presented by Mrs. Louise Wampler on behalf' 
of the Woman's Auxiliary. Patricia Mullins presented . 
their state report. Following special singing by Paul 
Turner! an offering was taken a.s the congregation sang, 
"Glory to His Name". 

Mrs. Lottie Horton, Maryland State Woman's Auxiliar7 
President, introduced the speaket, Mrs. Cleo Pursell, 



Executive Secretary of WNAC. In her report, she express­
ed thanks to those who had a part in the Woman's Auxiliarjr 
magazine writing and using the programs. Subscriptions 
hav~ i~creased tc, some 16,500 using the magazine. Giving 
to m~ss~ens from the Woman's Auxiliary Nati0nal reached 
1140,000.00 plue $9,000.00 for sbldent loans. 

Leviticus 25;10 was Mrs. Pursell's subject - "Proclailll 
liberty throughout the land to the inhabitants thereof . 11 

Freedoms ~hat are ours as Americans and freedoms that 
are ours as Children of Ged. 

2tJO p.m. - Business Session 

The Moderator called the business session back to order 
and called for a report from the Nominations Committee. 
The recommendations were acted up~n as read. Bro. 
Lester Horton, Chairman, gave the r epert of recommendat­
ions te the conference from the Nominations Committee: ••• 

Moved and carried that Bro. Vergel Maness be Editor of 
the Maryland State Paper. 

~oved and carried that Ralph W~aver be 1977 State 
Moderator. 

MoTed and carried that Miles Stanley Parnell be the 
State Clerk. 

Moved and carried that ~rrs. Lcckee be State Secretary. 

Moved and carried that Maryland State Association ac­
cept the resignation of William Steelt! from the position 
0£ State Promotional Secretary. The Association gave 
him a standing vote or thanks for his yeare of service. 

Moved and carried that Bro. Reed Mullins be Promotion­
al Secretary or Maryland State Association. 

Moved and carried that the State Association accept 
the resignation of Rev. William Steele from the State 
Mission Board. 



!foved and carried that the follcwing be elected tc the 
State Mission Board: 

Rev. Lester Horton - 1 year term to expire 1977 
Rev. Elzo Bevan - 2 year tenn to expire 1978 
P.ev. Arthur Click - 2 year term to expire 1978 
Rev. Jim Hopson - 3 year term to expire 1979 
Rev. :'au1 Tarner - 3 year term to expire 1979 

Moved and carried that the following be elected to .. the 
Budget Co~mittee: 

Bro. Delmer I.filler - 1 year term to expire 1977 
Rev. Jennings Dotson - 2 year term to expire 1978 
Rev. Roger Millins - 3 year term to expire 1979 

Moved and carried t'b.at Rev. Dewey Lockee replace Ralph 
Weaver as member of the Executive Board Committee to 
serve for a three year term. 

Moderator called for the report from the Resolutions 
Committee. ~ev. Curtis Byrd, chairman, read the report. 
Others serving on this coIT1.'11ittee were Rev. Ray Mullins 
and Bro. Delmer '.-filler. 

Moved and carried that the resolutions presented by 
the Resolution Committee be sent back to tr~ Committee 
for revision and rewording. 

Moved that Article 2 of the Constitut1on be changed 
to include the clerk of each quarterly conference, with 
the ordained ministers, deacons and delegates for the 
business of the State Associati.on. Tabled untill 
Saturday session. 

Moved that Article 7 of the Constitution regarding 
starting time at 10:00 a.m. be changed to 9:00 a.m. 
Tabled until the Saturday Ses·sion. • 

Moved that the }far:rlanci State Association h~ld their 
Annual Conference in 1977 with the Northern Virginia 
Quarterly Conference, Bethel Free Will Baptist Church 
as host church. Those dates will be June 2h & 25, 1977 
with Executive meeting Thursday, June 23. Motion 
carried. 



~eport given by Rev. Vergel Maness, Home Missionary to 
Delaware, of God's blessings on their ministry of income 
and expenditures and of projected plans for a building 
program. 

Motion carri ed to recess untill Saturday morning at 
1O:00 .a.m. 

Youth Banquet 

Gary Settle was Master of Ceremonies of the 1976 Youth 
Banquet held at Johnie's Restaurant in North East, 
Maryland. Following the Scripture reading and prayer by 
Steve Bevan, a smorgasbord dinner was enjoyed by all 
those in attendance. 

The Youth groups of the f ollowi ng churches gave a time of 
inspiration in song. Also, "Mr. Chips" was present with 
Rev. Maness. The choral groups were Fairwood Youth Choir 
Fairfax Station, Va.; Trinity Youth Choir, Darlington, 
Md.; Girl's Trio, Mt. Calvary of Perryman, Md.; Bethel 
Mess.engers, Woodbridge, Va.; and Steve and Sue Bevan and 
soloist, Randy Settle. 

Rev. Ed Green was the speciai speaker on "Life, Liberty 
and the Pursuit of Happiness II from Isaiah 61: 1. 

Saturday, June 26, 1976 

10:00 a.m. Session 

The Saturday morning session opened with the congregation 
singing, "Rock of Ages." Morning devotions were brought 
by Rev. Ra;l.ph Weaver from Ecclesiastes 2:4-ll. 

Rev. Dale Burden from Cate 
Norfolk, Va. gave a report 
with a slide presentation. 
to financially assist them. 

Way Fr ee Will Baptist College, 
on the college ministry along 

He challenged us to pray and 

Other visitors recognized at this session were Rev. Don 
Harina from Bloss Memorial, Arlington, Va. and Rev. W. C. 
Childers. 



The Moderator called on Rev. Mike Hall to report on the 
Bible College in Ifashville, Tennessee. Our state is 
represented by eight students. 

The Moderator gave the reports from the Exec~tive 
Office, the Sunday School Department, the National Lay~ 
men's Board and Church· Training Service. 

A report from the Ministers' Conference held earlier at 
9:00 a.m. was read by Rev. Jennings Dotson. The follow-
ing suggestions were ma de to the Assoc~ation: • 

1. Each Quarterly Conference te exchange preachers 
t" invite · a minister from another _confe·rence to 
come and preach at Quarterly Conf~rence. 

2. All reports to be limi,ted to ten . minutes. 
3. All me·etings to be started on ~irne. 

Moved and carried to receive this rep~rt •. 
. ' ~ . . 

. • 

Motion carried to remove for consideration bmiiness 
tabled at Friday session • • 

Item 1 - Regar.ding the Constitution ~hMge o~ Article 2., 
the Business of the Association .is no~ c_on_­
ducted by .ordained ministers, deacons· _and 
elected delegates, three . from each church in 
the Quarterly Conferences. The c~ange will 
include . tt.e clerk from each Quarterly Confer­
ence. !foved and carried that this chan~e be 
adopted. 

Item 2 - Constitutional change - Article 7 A.s~9ciation 
to .. convene on Friday morning at lOtOO . a .. m. 
changed to read convene at 9:00 a.m. Motion 
carried to amend change to 9t00 a.m. 

Item 
A. 

3 - The Report from the Resolutions Commit.tee: 
We, as li'ree Will Baptists, stand finn ( against) 
the Government taking over control of raising 
our children. We, as Free Will Baptists, be­
lieve that the parents should continue to have 



tt.e right to mold the character of their 
children. {House Bill /-/2966; Senate Bill #626 
Child and Family Services Act of 1975). 

B. We, as Free Will Baptists, take a firm stand 
(against) preachers who do not take a firm 
stand on the Virgin Birth of Jesus, the Shed 
Blood, the Death on the Cross and the Resur­
rection, and who do not believe the Bible to 
be the Inspired Word of God. 

C. We, as Free Will Baptists, take a firm stand 
(against) Prostitutes and Homosexuals and their 
having the freedom to demonstrate as they do to­
day. 

D • . \-ve, as Free Will Baptists, take a firm stand . . 
(against) the FCC and Madelaine O'Hara and the 
Bill that she has before them now; some 27,000 
signatures to ban Religious Programs from the 
radio. 

E. We, as Free Will Baptists, t .ake a firm stand 
(against) any establishment having topless 
waitresses and nude dancers or gq-go dancers. 

Moved and carried to receive this report with the amend­
ment that the report be specific and carry the afore . · 
mentioned Bills before the House. 

The State Finance Report from the Budget Conrnittee was 
read by Rev. Jennings Dotson, committee chairman. Sug­
gested ways for raising monies for the budget were 
also given. 

Moved and carried to accept this report, but that next 
year•a report be duplicated so that everyone has a 
copy in hand. 

Motion carried that the responsibility for meeting the 
state financial budget be delegated back to the Quarterly 
Conference; each conference to have a quota on the basis 
of the number of churches in that conference. 

Motion carried that the State Secretary send a letter 
of appreciation to Johnie's Restaurant for the fine job 
at the Youth Banque~. 



Motion carried that Home Missions Treasurer be separate 
froM the rreneral T::.--easurer. 

Motion carried that Emery Fortner be t~e Home Missions 
Treasurer. 

Delegates to the NationaJ Association were nominated: 
~1rs . Alyne Maness, fJ[rs. Lcitt :ie Horton, .Bro. Bill Brown, 
Mrs. Jane Brown. - The C-eneral Board Member will be .au­
thorized in writing on t.he state report; letter to 
appJint the 5th delegate should scmeone else be able, :t,.o 
attend the Association. 

Rev. Vergel Maness was authorized to continue _wi_th the 
prop6sed building program at the :.'.eleware Mission and 
to use Home ~ission Funds from the National Office to 
move a family coming to assist with the work, the 
amount not to exceed $750.00 and to be repaid into the 
account by designated funds. 

Moved and carried that the Woman's Auxiliary's services 
are to be included in the State Association Program in 
the coming years and thnt their reports be included in 
the Annual State Minut~s. 

Motion made and carried that we adjourn f'or the Worship 
Service. The host pastor invited all to the parsonage 
basement following the service for a fellowship lunch 
before journeying home. 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Congregation united in singing, "To God Be The Glory." 
Rev. W. C. Childers let in prayer. Mt. Calvary was 
commended for the spirit of fellowship throughout the 
conference. 

Rev. Lester Horton spoke from John 8:31-36 - Text was 
"Free Indeed, 

An invitational song, "Have Thine Own Way, Lord," was 
followed by prayer by Rev. Arthur Click. 'fue conference 
was closed in benediction by Rev. William Steele. 



MARYLAND STATE WOMEN'S AUXILLARY 

Friday, June 25, 1976 9:00 A.M. 

The Third Annual Meeting of the Maryland State Women 1s 
Auxiliary was held Friday, June 25, 1976, at the Mt. 
Calvary Free Will Baptist Church, Perryman, Maryland, 

We were graciously welcomed by the Mt. Calvary Auxili­
ary President, Mrs. Louise Wampler and in honor of our 
country's 200th birthday, we sang "America". Doris 
Robinson led in prayer and June Green gave an inspiring 
devotion from Galations 5:1 on "Liberty in Christ." 

Our President, Mrs. Lottie Horton opened the meeting and 
introduced Mrs. Cleo Purcell, Executive Secretary of 
WNAC who was the guest speaker. She reported that WNAC 
now has over 8,000 members nationwide. She then answered 
questions from the ladies in attendance. 

Doris Robinson, Mary Bevan and Louise Wampler were 
appointed to serve as Nominating Committee. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were approved as read. We now 
have 120 members and our giving over the past year has 
exceeded $6,000.00 with $550.00 to Home Missions, $570.00 
to Foreign Missions, $625.00 to Bible Colleges and 
$360.00 to Children's Homes. Ways were discussed for 
beginning a St ate Treasury. It was decided that each 
District Auxiliary should discuss this at their next 
meeting - how to chanel some funds into a State Treasury. 
A motion was made and carried that all giving to Nash­
ville or to Children's Homes should be made through the 
State Treasurer. The Nominating Committee made their 
recommendations and the following officers were elected 
to serve for the coming year: President Dortha Steele, 
Vice-President Judy Meade, Field Worker Lottie Horton, 
Assistant Field Worker Josephine Adams and Secretary/ 
Treasurer Patricia Mullins. 

Mrs. Vergel Maness thanked us for our support to the 
Missionary work in Delaware and reported that the 
church there was making good progress. 



An offering of $33.84 was taken for the Children's 
Home. 

Forty-eight women registered, representing thirteen 
churches. 

The meeting was adjourned with prayer. 
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?-f.ARYLAND STATE ASSOCIATION OF 
FREE WILL BAPTtSTS 

OFFICERS 

MODERATOR: Rev. Ralph WeaTer 
Weodhaven Road, Rt. 7 

MartinsviJJe, Va. - 24.112 
' . . , 

CLERK: Mr. Stanley Parnell 
1522 Maple Av_enue 

Perryman, M4, 2li30 

PROMOTIOitAL SEC~TARY: • Rev. Reed Mullins 
10705 Spruce Street 
Fairfax, Va. 22030 - . . - . 

- . -

SECRETARY: Mrs. Lillian Lockee 
Rt. 3, Box 275 

Franklinville, N.J. 08322 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Rev. Elzo Beva'n 
3ethel Church 
3713 Old Davis Fo~d Road 
Woodbridge, Virginia 
Term expires: 198Q 

Rev. Curtis Byrd 
Trinity Church 
Darlington, Maryland 
Term Expires: 1978 

Rev. William Steele 
1st FWB Church 
942 Burks Hill Road 
Bedford, Virginia 
Term expires: 1980 

Rev. Ray Mullins 
Yorkshire Church 
8102 E. Spruce St. 
Manassas, Va. 
Term expires: 1978 

Rev. Dewey w. ·Lockee 
Hope FWB Church 
Willow Grove, N.J. 
Term expires: 1979 



MTNU'rg8 

rrida1, June 24, 1971 

9:00 a.m. Sessien 

The 11th Annual Session of the Maryland State Association 
of Free Will Baptists convened on Wriday, June 24, 1977 
at 9t00 a.m. with the Bethel Free Will 9aptist Church, 
Woodbridge, Va. Session opened with congregational sing­
ing led by Steve Ben.n, Music Director. ReT. Elzo Bevan, 
host putor, welcomed the Association to Bethel Church. 
ReT. McMillen brought the morning devotions with Scrip- _ 
ture reading Joshua 14:6-12 with the thought "Give Us 
Thia Mountain." - "Because he wholly followed the Lord 
God of' Israel." 

The moderator, Rev. Ralph Weaver, then took charge and 
appointed ReT. Reed Mullins as clerk pro-tem, and aa 
assistant moderator. 

The Committee on committees was appointed - Bre. Steele, 
Bre. Meadows and Bro. Hobbs. 

The moderator recognized visitors: Bro. Thigpen from . 
the free Will Baptist Bible College, Bro. Del.lier WHd, 
Sunday School Department, National Office, and Rev. Dan 
Merkh, former miasienary, now pastoring Free Will Baptist 
Church in Richmond, Virginia. 

The moderator called f'or the report from the General 
Bo~. '!he General Board of the Association had met 
Thursday evening and had heard the report of the Pre­
motional Secretary, Rev. Reed Mullins; The State Paper, 
Rev. Vergel Maness, editor; the Treasurer's Repert, 
Bre. Cossie Meade; and Home Missions Board Report, 
Rev. Lester Horton. They presented to the Association 
their General Board Report read by Rev. Vergel Maness. 
No action was taken on fhis report at this time. ( Re­
perts presented are at the end ~r these minutes.) 

letters from the Northern Virginia and Maryland-Nev 
Jersey Quarterly Conferences were presented and read. 
They ~ere accepted as read, except changing the antount 



sent to the Association .from Maryland-New Jersey Con­
ference from $15 per church to $20.00. 

Letter from New River Conference mailed to Secretary, 
not available to be read. Delegates presented and 
seated in conference. 

Dr. Charles Thigpen, Dean of Free Will Baptist Bible 
Collefe, Nasm:illeT Tennessee ·gav~ a report of the 
students accomplishments, . and a resume of gifts to 
General fund. Gifts recorded from our state this year 
through April 1977 were $275.89. Suggested quota from 
Jun.e 1977 - May ~978 was $450.00. Of the 619 students 
enrolled at the college this . year ~ive· were from our 
association: • 

Bro. Delmer Wood gave the report from the Sunday School 
Departments "This year marks the 250th anniversary of th 
beginning of the Free Will Baptist Denomination. In this 
anniversary year you are·challenged to double your pre­
sent Sunday School enrollment -- by 1980." We were en­
couraged to send for a bi-monthly publication SCOPE 
published free from this department. 

Bro. Woed also gave the report of Master's Men from Lloyd 
Olsan, General Director of the National Layman's Board, 
encouraging the churches to establish a local chapter of 
layman Master's Men in their churches, for spiritual 
development of the laymen and involvement in providing 
tools and books for our Free Will 9aptist missionaries. 

ReT. Vergel Maness gave report as Maryland State Associ­
ation Home Missionary - "Delaware Project." Of the 
persons attending services held at the ·school - May 1976 
(attendance 35 - 40) has been a 50% change over, average 
attendance March 1977 - 50. Continue to uphold work in 
prayer. Maryland State Association churches and indivi­
duals in past year gave $6,628.90 teward missionary 
support. Motion carried to adopt report as presented. 

ReT. James ~arl Raper from our Free Will Baptist Children 
Home in Greenville, Tennessee gave a report. 



Bro. Steele gave a report on t he Bedford ~ussion Project. 
Address: First Free Will Baptist Church, 942 Burks Hill 
Road, Bedford, Virginia 24523. 

Business sessi on recessed for Worship Service, to recon­
vene at 1:30 p.m. 

ll:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Rev. Billy Smith presided over the Worship Service and 
opened it with prayer by Rev. Jim Hopson. There was 
congregational singing and an offering received._ Rocky 
Rains sang a special "See You in the Rapture." Rev. 
William Steele spoke from Ephesians 5:17, "Be not unwise, 
but understanding what the will of the Lord is." His 
text was "Discerning the Lord's Will. 11 The invitational 
hymn was "Have Thine Own Way, Lord." Rev. Curtis Byrd 
gave the Benediction and Th~ks for the food. Host 
Pastor Rev. Bevan· invited all to a fellowship luncheon 
provided by the ladies of host church. 

1:30 Session 

Opened with congregational singing, "He Keeps Me Singing" 
led by Steve Bevan. Moderator called session to order. 
Bro. Byrd was appointed to fill Bro.Hobbs position on 
Committee on Committees. 

Mrs. Steele then was called upon as Woman's Auxiliary 
President to lead their program. After congregational 
singing ~'"Sunlight" and "At the Cross" Mrs. Patricia 
Mullins, Secretary-Treasurer gave their annual report. 
(This report is filed with a repor t of their Morning 
Session with these mi_nutes.) Their report was received 
as read. 

Rev. Dan Merkh was called u9on to present the afternoon 
message. His text was "Dominated by the Lord's Will"­
Luke 22: )~2. Invitation song "I Surrender All. 11 

Moderator continued the business sessiQn with report 
from Committee on Committees. 



SATURDAY BUSINESS SESSION JUNE 25, 1977 
9:00 A.M. Session 

Session was opened with congregational singing "I 
want to be a Worker". Rev Jennings Dotson brought a 
brief devotional with text Acts 7:51-60. 

Moderator, Rev. Ralph Weaver recognized visitors, 
Rev. Herman Hersey, Board of Retirement; John Murray for 
Foreign Missions Department; and Bro Hannah from Bloss 
Memorjal FWB. Church. 

Bro. Hersey presented the report from The Department 
of · Retirement and Insu~·ance. 1-fany churches cont:ri'bute 
$25.00 each month to provide retirement benefits for 
their pastor or other employees. 

Resolutions Committee - Roger Mullins, Chairman; Dewey 
Lockee and Delme,; Miller. 

Nominating Committee - Jim Hopson, Chairman; Jim Angel, 
and Clyde Settle. 

Miscellaneous Business - Rev. Jimmy Hopson gave his 
correct address - Rt. 4, Box 202, Sparta, N. Carolina 28675 

Motion carried to recess until 9:00 a.m. Saturday morni 

YOUTH BANQUET 

The Youth Banquet was held Fridan night at 7:30 P.M. 
at Botts Fire Hall, Woodbridge, Virginia. Norman Boyd 
led in prayer for the meal. 

After a delicious meal Steve Bevans led in singing . 
11.Amc;lzing qrace", and Eric Godfrey took over as Master of 
Ceremonies. Reed Mullins led in prayer. 

Special music was presented by - the Trinity singers, 
Danny Strouth from Fairwood, the Bethel Quartet, and 
Cbariotte Seckulick accompanied by Sue Williams from 
Bethel. 

Rev. Dale Burdan broQught the evening message with 
text Matthew 16:24 - Doing The Lord's Will. 



Rev. Roy.. Thomas gave re pert on Home Missions. ' '. 40 couples 
presently serving as Home Missionaries. Maryland State 
Association quota - $8,000.00. 

Bro. Murray, M~ssionary to France, gave report for Foreign 
Missions Department. 99 missionaries se:r'ling in •ight 
countries of the world. Covet prayers and support for 
new appqintees. , Maryland· ,State yearly queta - ·$7 ,000.00; 
Maryland State giving for 1976 - ~}4,019.00. 

Report of, .Budget C.omm!t tee wa, '. ·read 'by Jennings Dotson. 
Proposed Budget from neneral Board was presented and 
Treasurer's Report. Moved and carried to adopt Budget 
presented by General B~r~. See ~neral Board Report 
for recommendation n~ 3~ sunnort ~~r .State fudget . 

. Repoffo{'$ia~~ .. Mission Board .:~as presented by Rev. 
Leste:r, . ~ort9~~- . , (Re,pqrt filed with these. minutes.) Re­
port adopted as read . 

• . . , · -"') · " • • • •• : 1 • 

An add;t~o~ _,to_.t, ~ - Consµtution ;was ·presented outlining 
the Functions of _ the Genera.l Board. It was moved and 
carried -that this addition entitled "General Board" 
becom~ a part of the Constituti@. 

, ' ... . 
The Resolutions · CoMinittee renort wa·s presented and read 
by Rev . . Roger Mullins: 

We of the Resolutions Committee 
. .. ~ 

A. Being conscious· of the fact -that this association 
has no authority to interfere with the affairs of 
the

0

'el1urches that constitute this association 

And WHEREAS this association ha■ a sincere ·desire 
for f,'e~lowship with all the cl'nlrches, ministers 

• and _delegates • • 

And WHEREAS this assocjation exists only as the 
churches and ministers 'support it with their 
atten~ance a~d involvement 



And WHEREAS we are aware of the tremendous potent:f.al God 
rut& g;tyen us, and accepting the challenge to furthe:r; the 
wo:rk oJ: Cfl.x'ieit, and )::r;ee Will Baptist 
~ORE. BE 1:-T P.ESOLYED 

1, That lle encou:r;age all ou~ churches to :r;ep:r;esent 
with a delegation at each session, 

2 That ,re encourage all pastors and chu,;ches not to 
schedule an event o;i;- activities that would be ;Ln 
conflict with the established dates for this 
association to convene, 

3, That we encourage all pastors to keep their churches 
;tnfol;J!led and to pJol!lote this assoc;tation's efforts 
tfu'ough each local church, 

4, That we encourage a}l ordained personnel (Ji)inisters 
and deacons} to be ·p:r;esent at each annual meeting 
of this association, 

B, In yiew of the Diy:1.ne o:i:der of the. Holy Scd.ptures, of 
God, Ch:r::1.st, man and l(Oll)an, and the position of womanhood 
to be honored as the weaker vessel 

And WHEREAS there is a nationwide -movement to a,niend the 
const;ttution of the United States to adopt the Equal 
~ights Amendment (ERA) wh:1.ch ~rould place women on an 
equal basis with a roan the:r:ef:ore violat;i.ng the teaching 
of Scripture 

And 'WHERF.}.S if this aniendment is adopted it will endange:r; 
the Social Security Prograni fo:r; Women, also eliminating 
sep~:r;ation on the basis of sexes in P:r;:tson Jns.t:ttutions, 
Hospitals, fublic racilities, etc, 

And WHEREAS if this amendment is massed Homosexuals 
will be permitted to marry and adopt children, there­
fore destroying the morals and Lifestyle of our 



MA.RYIAND .STATE ASSOCIATION WO'f.AN' S AUXILIARY 
Friday, June 24, 1977 

The fourth annual meeting cf the Maryland State Woma11 1 s 
Auxiliary was held June 24, 1977 at the Bethel Free Will 
Baptist Church, Woodbridge, Virbinia. 

We were welcomed by Bethel's President, 0ladys Hodgson, 
and devotions were given by Nancy Meade on Martha's Good 
Works vs. Mary's Worship From t ~e Heart. 

President Dort ha Steele called the meeting to order and 
intrc·duced our guest speaker, Mrs. Margaret Merkh, f omer 
miss i onary to France. Mrs. Merkh read several scriptures 
relating to "Knowing the Will of G.od for Your Life" and 
then told how God had moved and directed in her and her 
husband's life. She told how God had used them in foreign 
countries such as Africa and France as well as here in the 
United States. She touched our hearts a~out praying for 
all our missionaries. 

The business session was started by appointing a Nominat­
ing Cormnittee consisting of Mary Bevan, Laura McMillan 
and Gay Settle. The minutes of last year~s meeting were 
read and approved by the body. 'fhe following delegates 
were recognized: Evelyn Strouth, Elizabeth Bowman, Mary 
Bevan, Carrie Dale, Louise Wampler, Gay -Settle and· 
Fhyliss McMillan. The yearly reports were approved as 
read. We now .have 109 active members, 9 local auxiliaries, 
and 3 district auxiliaries. 

The following is the Financj_al 
Home Missions 
Foreign Missions 
Bible College 
WUAC Co-Laborer Offering 
Children's Home • 
Literature & Supplies 
Local Church Activities 
Other Special Offerings 
State & Local Dues 

Giving for the year: 
$1,031.92 

606.89 
257.50 
188.05 
170.00 
168.l.u 

4,813.03 
634.98 
190.00 

Total $8,169.78 

Non-cash gifts to Children's Home ~263.00 



Toe amount in our State Treasury is $150.00 with no 
expenses to date. The Treasury w~s just started during 
this year. 

Mrs. Lottie Horton was elected to serve two years on 
the National Norminating Committee. 

At the recommendation of the Nominating Committee the 
following officers were 'elected for the following 
year: 

President - Mrs. Alyne Maness 
Vice President;_ Mrs. Dortha Steele 

Secretary-Treasurer;_· h·s. Patricia Mullins 
Field Worker - Hrs. I.ot tie Horton 

':'he following were elected to serve as Nominating Com­
mittee for next year: Laura Mc!•fillan, Louise Wampler 
and !'Janey Meade. 

The following were asked to serve as delegates to the 
National Association: Josephine Adams, Phyli ss McMillan, 
¥.ary Bevan, Mary Cox, and Virginia Long. Their registra­
tiGn fee of $3.00 each to be paid by the State Treasury. 

An offering of $20.64 was taken, and decided that we 
send it to WNAC in Nashville. 

Mrs. Doris P..aper from the Children's Home in GreenV,ille, 
Tennessee visited with us. 

We were then adjourned. 

Patricia Mullins 
Secretary-Treasurer 



REGIS'r~R~:D AITENDANCE 

HI~S?ERS 
Elzo M. Beva.n 
Tommy Heade 
Steve Bevan 
E. E. Mc~illen 
Wi.lliam Steele 
James Blott 
LestF.r Horton 
Delmas Meadows 
Reed Mullins 
Alex Sekulich 
George !-{P.ade 
Cecil Presley 

lEACONS 
Delmer Miller 
Cossie Meade 
Thedore Dale 

DELEGATES 
Laura A. Andrews 
,Tames A. Angel 
~lornm i e Byrd 
~-Krs. Dot Ca.ve 
Ja.'l'Tles R. Cox 
Deborah Hors ley 
Jean B. Jones 
The bia Kan ode 
Lillian V. Lockee 
Stanley P;:,rnell 

Jimmy Hopson 
Roger Mullins 
Ray Mullins 
Dewey Lockee 
Billy A • .-:>rnith 
Curtis Byrd 
Dwight Ferguson 
W. L. Cave 
John D. }!urray 
Roy Thomas 
Vergel A. Maness 

Clyde Settle 
Eugene 'lt:ampler 
Charles Shofferd 

Nancy I.. Meade 
Marie Miller 
Stella Mullins 
Rock (Bill) Rain 
,Tulia Shaff er 
John Sharp 
Marcella Smith 
Deborah J. Snow 
MinniP. ' '1Pav0r 



VISITORS 
Phyllis McMillen 
Daniel J. Merkh 
.Margaret'Me:rkh' 
Ruby Angel 
Lisa Ann,e Boyd 
Buerhetti;!, Boyd 
Alyne }~aness 
Charles A. Thigpen 
Patricia ffallins • 
Carrie Dale 
Ina Dotson. 
Carol Adams 
Josephine _:..dams 
Barbara Boyd 
Muriel Dolinger 
Rhonda Mullins 
Houston Mullins 
Delbert E. Wood 
Pansy Murray 

Louise Wampler 
Gay Settle' 
James Earl ~aner 
Rhonda Evans 

. Mrs. James Raper • 
Diana Turner· •• 
Doris Robinson· 
Tina Cave 
Sandra Cave • 
Barbara Cave 
Lois Corwin 
Marie Hale 
Pat furray •• 
,John Murray 
Boyd Soville 
Brenda G. Settle 
Sorita. Presley 
Elmer G. Phillips. 
Edith L. Phillips 



P..EoCRT TO :1ARYLAN'D STATE ASSOCIATION 
FREE STATE PROORESS PAPER 

June 1977 

The ,paper has been published this past year with great 
difficulty. The repair of the Roneo caused extra ex­
pens.e. However the l""achine is just not capable of 
printing an acceptable pa.per. 

Expense Accounts: 

Reoair 
Paner & Supplies 
Postage 

$ 80.95 
137.30 
59.93 
3.68 Checks (Bank) 

$281.86 

Stamps on hand - 30@ .13¢ • $3.90 

Receipt.s 
Expendf".d 

Balance 

"$330.1+6 
381.86 

J 48.60 

Vergel A. Ma.ness, Editor 
Free State Progress 

Ileport submitted to General Board in Session June 23, 
1977. 



MARYLo\ ND STA'T'E ASSOCIATION 
OF B'REE WIIJ, BAPTISTS 

TPFASUil?:R'S- REPORT 
May l,' 1976 to, May, l, 1977 

Receipts: 
Ma:ryland State Association General fund 

Delaware· Project: 

TOTAL RECEIPI'S 

(Received in June 1977 to date) 

Expenditures: 

Maryland State As.sociation Elcpens.es 

State Paper Expenses~ Repair of 
Machine. 

Natlonal -Association Expenses 
(Boa-rd M'etnber, Missionary 

& Delegates) 
Mission Board Expenses 
National ~ssociation Fees 
Bedford Mission . 
Treasurer & Stamps 
State Meetlng Expenses 

Delaware Proj-ect 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 

lil9.71 

2,0.00 
40.58 

. 80:.00 , 
200.00 
J0.·00 
69.48 

$1757.95 

·2552.)9 

lb16.J4 

lOJ.80 
$4414-14 

$1089.77 

$2552.39 

~~EIJ1S plus 'Existing- 'Balance. in .May 1976 · ·$4948.46 

• Minus 'r6cpendi tures 3642 .16 

... , Amou~t in Treasury to date ~1306.30 

Report submitted to General Board in Session June 23~ 
1'?77. 



GE:!ERA.L . BOARD REPOP. T 

Moderator opened meeting; Rev. Ralph Weaver 
Board meeting opened by prayer by rtev. william Steele. 
Motion made and carrlec! 4 ,0 recetve Bev. Steele to -the 
Board as representative from the New River ~onference. 

Members present: 
• Hoderat"or: 
Executive Board: 
Members-at-Large: 

Rev. Ralph Weaver 
Rev. Elzo Bevan 

Rev. William Steele, 1.-l'ew River Conference 
Rev. Vergel naness, New Jersey-Maryland Conference 
Rev. Delmar Meadows, Northern Virginia Conference 
Brc. Jaines Angel, Nort~rn Virginia Conference 

Chairman of Board: Rev. Lester Horton, State 
Mission Board 

1. Recommended that the 3% support be revitalized and 
that each conference return and imnlement the 3% 
support from each member church to be sent in , 
quarterly. This is to be applied toward the state 
bU:dget. 

2. Firtancial Reoort received and -recommended that $685.00 
which repres~nts 1/3 of the-undesignated income from 
the balance 11306.hO be transferred ·to the Sate Home 
Mission Board Treasury as per minutes. 

J. Received Renert of State Paper ..nd recommend to cease 
the publication of the State PanP.r ~nd include more 
detailed ·information in the State Minutes from the 
Local Conferences. 

4. Buel.get Committee Report received, revised and adopted. 
S.-.n.cirate sheet for details are -submitted. Recommend­
the rafaing of General Board Member expense monPy to 
~250.00 for National Association. 

S. Maryland State Heme Mission Board Report received, 
discussed and adopted to be presented to the Associ­
ation. 

6. Missionary Report received as information. 
7. Motion made and carried to adjourn. 



P.EPOf. T FR01'1 T HE STA TE MISSION BOARD 

R.ecommendations from the State ,Mission board are as 
follows: 

1. That Bro. ·Maness ! cont,ract be renewed for another 
year. In no way should the :nissionary's pPrsonal 
salary be l ess than what he is presently receiv­
ing. 

2. '!'hat we reevaluate the rise -in hospitalization 
insurance and pay· the full -amount of $66. 7 5 for · 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield 6o'l7erage. 

J. That since the church now owns the parsonage 
and wt11· be making the payments on the property 
through the Bond Program plus the additional 
$6,000.00 indebtedness that they have assumed, 
that t he :t,J00.00 per month housing allowance be 

·cut in half, since this is approximately what 
• Bro. Maness was :paying per month on the property, 
leaving }150.ob· per month to c·over utilities. 
This would become•effective August 1, 1977. 

5. That since $150.00 has been deleted from the 
housing allowance t hat ~50.00 per month be added 
t o Bro . Maness ' s alary eff ective August 1, . 1977. 

• That the chtlrch set ·as their first goal in. 
assuming a :.portion of t heir· pastor's support., 
thus relieving the utility expenses on the 
parsonage by September 1, 1977, at which time 
anothe-r ~50.00 per month wil;L be added to Bro. 
Maness' salary. • 

6. We recommend that the $100.00 be given toward 
expenses to the National association as agreed 
in the origi.nai contract. . • 

7. That the project be evaluated on or ahout 
Jan~a:ry 15, 1976 for further considerations 
tha~ may be deemed _feasible at ~hat time. 



8. That all parttes involved recognize that we 
can only fulfill the above recommendations as 
the Lord provides the funds. Therefore, BE 
IT R~SOLVEil. that since this project was origin­
ally adopted by this State Association that 
we commit ourselves anew to the task of seeing 
this work successfully continue by earnest 
prayer and financial support from every church 
in our State Association. 

Prayerfully submitted by the Marylam 
State Home Missions Board of Free Will 
Baptist Boa.rd Members: 

Jim Hopson 
·Arthur Click 
Paul Turner 
Elzo Bevan 
Lester Horton, Chairman 

Term Expires 
•• · 1978 

1978 
1979 
1978 
1980 



MAP.YLAND STATE ASSOCIATION 

PR0PCSED BUDGET 1977-78 

CONVENTION EXPENSES 

GENEP.AL BOARD ME}IBER I S N~~ yr ONAL EXPENSE 

GIFTS TO NA'ITONAL DELEGATES (330.00 each) 

STATE PR.Cl{OTIONAL SECRETARY 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSE 

SALARY AND BENEFITS !l'CR HOME: MISSIONARY . 

MISSION BOARD EXPENSES • 

TOTAL 

LESS DESIGNATED GIVING TO MIS::ION PROJECT 

NET STA TE BUDGET 

$ 195.00 

250.00 

150000 

600.00 

864~00 

12,201.00 

400.00 

$14.,600.00 

9,600.00 

I 5.,000.00 




