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MINUTES of 
• 

MID EAST COAST QUARTERLY CONFERENCE OF 

. . 

FREEWILL BAPTISTS 
of 

Florida 

• 

Twenty-Fourth.Quarterly Session Being Held At 

THE FIRST FREEWILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF 
- EAU GALLIE ,FLA. 

August 14, 1971 

PRESIDING OFFICERS 

Rev. James Christian •••••••••• Moderator 
G. w. Cloud ••••••••••••••••••• Clerk 
Bob Allen ••••••••••••••••••••• Treasurer 

NEXT SESSIONS TO BE HELD 

' 

• 

' 

November 20, 1971 - First Free Will Baptist 
Titusville, Florida 

February 19, 1972 - Cocoa Free Will Baptist 
Cocoa, Florida 

. . 
• 

• 

• 
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• 
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• ( MID EAST COAST MINISTERS ( . 
• 

Robert Chastain •••••••••••• scottsmoor, Fla. 
James Christian •• lJ05 Montego ••• Titusville, Fla 

,W. C. Combs ••• l715 Calvados Dr •• Cocoa, Fla. 
James Fields •• l948 Jefferson Ave.Melbourne, Fla 
Milton Fields.2681 Sadler Lane ••• Melbourne, Fla 
I.R. Malloy •• l420 Walter Street •• Cocoa, Fla. 
Delbert Mullins •••••••••••••••••• scottamoor,Fla 
Ronald Newman •• l225 Tedrow Road •• Lakeland, Fla. 
Cecil Rogers ••••••••••••••••••••• Melbourne, Fla 

GENERAL OFFICERS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES 

OFFICERS FOR 1971-72: . 
Rev. James Christian •••••••••••••• MODERATOR 
Rev. Robert Chastain ••••••••.••••• ASST.MODF:RATOR 
Russell Osborne ••••••••••••••••••• CLERK 
Joyce Osborne ••••••••••••••••••••• ASST. CLERK 
Robert Allen •••••••••••••••••••••• TREASURER 
Norma Combs ••••••••••••••••••••••• STATISTICAL 

CLERK· 

EXECUTIVE BOARD: . 
Charles Allen, G. w. Cloud, w. c. Combs, 

James Fields, J. J. Riffe 

• 

' 

· HOME MISSION BOARD: 
Robert Allen, Arthur Chaffin, James Christian 

James Fountain. 

ORDAINING COUNCIL: 
c. w. Combs, James Christian, Charles Allen 

YOUTH DIRECTORS: 
James and Ethel Fox 

MID EAST COAST CLERKS: . 
Debra c. Hallum, P.o. Box 234, Scottsmoor,Fla 
L.H. Hallum, P. o. Box 112, Scottsmoor, Fla. 
Jenny Johnson, 1107 Burnham Street, Cocoa, Fla. 
Ray Wells, 1064 Oklahoma Street, Melbourne, Fla 
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- MINUTES 

The-Twenty-Fourth Session of the Mid-East 
Coast Quarterly Conference of Free Will Baptist 
Association convened at 10:00 A.M., Saturday, 
August 14, 1971, at the Eau Gallie Free Will 
Baptist cnurch, Melbourne, Florida. 

' 

The meeting was called ~.~o order by the Moder­
ator, Bro. James Christian. The congregatiori 
joirJed in singing , "There Shall Be Showers 
Of Blessing,'' led by Bro. Russoll Osborne. 

Prayer was l~d by Bro. Robert Chastain. In the 
absence of Bro. Ray Wells, ~ro. Jimmy Simmons 
or Titusville, orought an enligntening morning 
devotion. 

Bro. James Christian declared the session open 
for business. 

The Cred~ntials Committee reported that all 
church le~ters had been received ana were in 
order. A motion was also made and carried to 
receive and seat the delegates. 

-

Committees were then announced with correcting 
changes, to carry out the day's business. 

A proposal was made to change the time of our 
meetings from 10:00 AM to 9:00 AM as the start­
ing time. After discussion, and motion made, 
the item was defeated by majority body vote, 
and the time was left remaining at 10:00 AM 
as the starting time. It was also stated 
that a break would be made for lunch and the 
usual devotion and afternoon business session 
thereafter. 

A motion was made and carried that the morning 
session of business be concluded. 

·--- .. -

• 
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-
In the absence of Bro. Ron Newman, Bro. James 
Christian brought the morning message. Using 
Hebrews 10:23-26, Bro. Christian presented a 
most inspiring and spirit-filled message, after 
which an altar call was made and several people 
came forward for self-re-dedication and greater 
service to the Lord. 

Bro. James Fields led in closing prayer and the 
blessing on the food. The body then dismissed 
for lunch. The afternoon session began at 1 PM. 

After the song, "At Calvary", Bro. Thomley, 
led in prayer. Bro. Osborne followed with -the 
afternoon devotion about minding the Lord and 
doing His will. 

Committee reports were given and each one was 
accepted and passed. (See reports) . 

The Election of new officers was:then brought 
to the floor. The results were as follows: 

Moderator •••••••••• Rev. James Christian 
Asst. Moderator •••• Rev. Robert Chastain 
Clerk •••••••••••••• Russell Osborne 
Asst. Clerk •••••••• Joyce Osborne 
Statistical Clerk •• Norma Combs 
Youth Directors •••• James & Ethel Fox 

Elected for the Credentials Committee, for 
the next session, November 20, 1971, were 
Bro. Steve Long, And Bro. and Sis. Osborne 
of the Cocoa Free Will Baptist Church. 

A motion was made and carried that the clerk 
be responsible for sending notice to each 
church two weeks prior to each conference 

• 

the date and place of that session •. · (This is . 
to be done before each session of conference). 

Delegates were elected to the Victory Assoc. 
as follows: Judy Fountain and Norma Combs. 
(The Moderator to name others at later date). 

• 
• 
• 
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· The· aft~·noon session adjourned after(·vlosing 
prayer by Bro. Paul Francisco since there was 
no other business. 

' 

********************************************* 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

APPRECIATION COMHITTEE: We, the Appreciation 
Committee of the Mid-East Coast Quarterly Con­
ference wish to thank the Eau-Gallie Free Will 
Baptist Church for their warm hospitality and 
delicious food that was prepared. We request 
that this body all stand to show our apprecia­
tion of all we have received. 

Signed: 
-

. 

C.J. Thomley 
Helen Allen 
Lillie Brown 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: We,. the Credentials 
. Committee submit the following report, having 

found all. four churches represented, letters 
in order, recommend that all delegates be 
seated and that the letters be accepted as 
received for the information contained therein. 

• 

HOME MISSION REPORT: 

Signed: G. w. Cloud 
James Fields 

A motion was made and carried that the Home 
Mission Board meet before the next session 
of Conference and report back with their 
recommendations of future activity and fill 
the vacancies on the -board. No other report 
was given by them at this time • 

. TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE: We, the Temperance 
Committee, do recommend that the previous 
temperance committee recommendation of a 
further study of the Free Will Baptist Cov­
enant be continued. We, further recommend 
that all church officers and 1a y members 
practice temperance in all things as defined 

' • 

.. 



ln tl. scriptures, "let your light ( , .shine 
that the world may look upon your good works 
and glorify God." 

Signed: Robert Chastain 
Leslie D. Hallum 
James D. Fox 

BUSINESS COMMITTEE: 

We, the Business Committee recommend the 
following: 

1. That the letter of recommendation re­
quested by Bro. Willie T. Jones be granted. 

2. That, in as much as we have no report 
from Vero Beach today, we contact them via 
the clerk, and in the event they cannot 
host the next session of Conference, the Ex­
ecutive Board shall make necessary arrange­
ments. 

J. That the minutes of the conference be 
printed in booklet form of sufficient number 
for one per family at least. · 

4. That our quarterly dues be $25.00 per 
quarter.· 

5. That the current constitution and by­
laws be inserted into the prin~ing of the 
minutes and thereafter anytime there is a 
revision of the same. 

Signed: w. c. Combs 
Bob .Allen 
Steve Long 

OBITUARY COMMITTEE: We, the members of the . 
Obituary Committee are-happy to report there 
have been no deaths during the past quarter. 
We thank the Lord for His preservation and 
safe keeping, of all of us, and pray that His 

• 

• 
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• • 

• 

hand of mercy might be upon us until we meet 
again. 

Signed: Joyce Osborne 
·Myrtle Greene 
Frank Brown 

' 

PULPIT COMMITTEE: We, the Pulpit Committee 
recommend the following: 

Bro. James Fields for the Morning Devotion 
Bro. Dewey North as the Alternate 

Bro.·corbett for the Morning Message. 
Bro. C. W. Combs for the Alternate; • 

Bro. Paul Francisco for the Afternoon Devotion 
Bro. c. J. Thomley for the Alternate. 

Signed: J. J. Riffe 
PLACEMENT Norma Combs 

Paul Francisco 

PLACEMENT COMMITTEE: We, the Placement Comm­
ittee recommend that the next Quarterly Con­
ference· session be held at the First Free Will 
Baptist Church in Titusville, November 19, 
and 20, 1971, and that the following session 
be held at the Cocoa Free Will Baptist Church · 
February 18, and 19, 1972. 

• 
• 

Signed: Jack Allen 
Johnnie Long 

· Ron Mace 

(This report was accepted with the stipulation 
that if the Vero Church could have and wanted 
to have Conference for November, it was to be 
so ordered.) 

• 

MID EAST COAST WOMEN"S AUXILIARY REPORT 
• 

The Mid-East Coast District Women's Auxiliary . 
met August 7, 1971, at the First Free Will Bap­
tist Church, Titusville, Florida. There were 
approximately 25 members in attendance. 

• 

... 

• 



(_. 
The guest speaker for the day was Sister Nancy 
Cook, of West Palm Beach, Florida, who spoke to 
the ladies on use of our "Time, Talents, Tithes 
and"Tongues:" (A very inspiring message.) 

The Auxiliary voted to give $25.00 to Camp 
Alafia to help with expenses of the summer 
youth camp. 

. 

A collection was taken for our speaker to 
meet expense in the amount or $2).14. ·She in 
turn ask that it be given to the West Palm 
Beach Mission Fund. 

• 

We would like to urge all churches to remem­
ber the West Palm Beach Funds and the Mission 
in prayer. Their account is in the "red" and 
we feel sure this is discouraging to them. 
************************************** ** 
Auxiliary 
TREASURER'S REPORT: May - June - July 

Balance on Hand 17.~8 
Cash Received 223.53 
Total ••••••• · •••••••••••••••••••• $240. 71 • 

Expenses:· 
State Fee 36.00 
District Project 50.00 
Designated Missions 54.99 
Total Paid Out •••••••••••••••••• $140.99-

Treasury Balance ••••••• $ 99.72 
**** **************************** 

CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE REPORT: 
. Th i s Be po rt .;;;T..;.;;;.aa;.;;;s..;;t....;;;R;...;;e,.p~o..;;.r..;;.t 

Ministers 4 6 
Deacons 4 10 
Delegates 13 16 
Visitors 12 36 
Clerks 1 4 

(This)report 
MSC. 

included in Statistical Report 
• 

, 
' 

* 

I 
j 



• • 

' 

' 

PAID OUT 

Pastors Salary 

Evang. Work 

Building & Repairs 

Litel'ature 

Co-Op Plan 

Foreign Missions 

Home Missions -
Children'sHome 

Bible College 

Youth Camp 

Scholarship Fund 

Other 

TOTALS: .. 
. . 

• 

EAU GALLIE 

190 .so 
545.45 

1914.69 

. 272.67 

300.)0 

s.oo 

• 

63.00 

(. 

• 

C. 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

COCOA 

1854.24 

1061.29 

76.71 

251'.61 

135.11 

2.54 

512.56 

TITUSVILLE 

150.00 

155 .oo 

588.85 

227.40 

389.09 

45.00 

206.00 

$1 '761.)4 

• 

' 

SCOTTSMOOR 

900100 

70.00 

)1.40 

87.25 

22.46 

44.93 . 

681.01 

$1,837.05 

• 

( ' 

L 

J094.74 

770.45 

J596.2J 

664.0J 

941.00 
• 

162.57 

92.47 

• 

1462.57 

$10,784.06 

• 

• 
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• ATTENDEES 

MINISTERS: CHURCH 
James L. Christian ••••••••••••••• T1tusville 
Robert Chasta1n •••••••••••••••••• scottsmoor 
w. c. Combs •••••••••••••••••••••• cocoa 
James F1elds ••••••••••••••••••••• Eau Gall1e 

DEACONS: 
Paul G. Francisco •••••••••••••••• Eau Gallie 
Leslie H. Hallum ••••••••••••••••• scottsmoor 
J. J. Riffe •••••••••••••••••••••• scottsmoor 
c. Thomley ••••••••••••••••••••••• Eau Gallie 

DELEGATES: 
Helen Allen (Alternate} •••••••••• scottsmoor 
Jack E. Allen •••••••••••••••••••• Bcottsmoor 
Robert H. Allen •••••••••••••••••• scottsmoor 
Frank Brown •••••••••••••••••••••• Eau Gallie 
L1111e Brown ••••••••••••••••••••• Eau Gallie 
Norma Combs •••••••••••••••••••••• cocoa 
James D. Fox •••••••••••••••••••• ~T1tusville 
Myrtle Greene (Alternate) •••••••• ~cottsmoor 
Mrs. Johnnie Long •••••••••••••••• cocoa 
Steve Long ••••••••••••••••••••••• cocoa 
Ronald c. Mace ••••••••••••••••••• T1tusville 
Joyce Osborne •••••••••••••••••••• cocoa 
James A. Simmons ••••••••••••••••• Titusville 

·viSITORS: 
Greg Combs ••••••••••••••••••••••• Cocoa 
Mark Combs ••••••••••••••••••••••• Coooa 
Bobbie Combs ••••••••• ·• ••••••••••• Cocoa 
Scotty Combs ••••••••••••••••••••• coooa 
Ethel Fox •••••••••••••••••••••••• Titusville 
Mary Holland ••••••••••••••••••••• Cocoa 
Judy Mace •••••••••••••••••••••••• T1tusv1lle 
Rodney Osborne ••••••••••••••••••• Coooa 
Russell Osborne •••••••••••••••••• coooa 
Mike Peterson •••••••••••••••••••• Eau Gallie 
Sarah R1ffe •••••••••••••••••••••• scottsmoor 
Bioha~d Wells •••••••••••••••••••• Eau Gall1e 

• • 
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STATISTICAL REPORT 
oraained Ministers 
Licensed Ministers 

LAST REPORT 
8 

THIS REPORT 

' 

Ordained Deacons 
Membership (Church) 
Churches 
Parsonages 
Women's Auxiliary 

Membership 
Master's Mens Membership 
CTS Membership 
Sunday School Membership 
Deaths 

0 
17 
355 
4 
4 

53 
25 
149 
357 
1 

6 
20 
339. 
4 
4 

37 
23 
114 
351 
0 

Paid Pastors 
Value of Church 

$3725.00 $3094.74 

Property $232,362.00 $237,362.00 

********************************************** 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

May 15, 1971 - August 14, 1971 

Treasury Balance ••••• May 15, 1971 •••••• ))6.96 
Received & Deposited: 

• Dues from {4) Churches 60.00 
Home Mission Board Off. 7?.54 

Total Receipts ••••••••• lJ7.54 
Ba lane e •••••••••••••••• 474 .50 

Expenses: 
w. T. Jones (Stencil & Paper 

for minutes) J.J8 
Milton Fields (Camp Alafia) · 

25.00 
Total Expenses •••••• ~ ••• 28.?8-

Treasury Balance August 14, 1971••••$446.12 

Breakdown of Treasury: 
• 

Mid-East Coast Conference· 176.42 
M. E. c. Youth Board 24.29 
M. E. c. Home Mission Board 245.41 

Total Funds •••••••• $446.12 
• 

. 
• • 

' ' 

' . 
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CONST~l'UTION & B;-LAWS OF THE MID-EAST COAST 
CONFERENCE OF FREE WILL BAPTIST 

· Article t 
Name: This conference shall be called the 
Mid-East Coast Conference of Free Will Baptist 
of Florida, and shall be composed of such 
consistent as well regulated Free Will Baptist 
Churches as shall unite in this compact and 
agree to this constitution. 

Article II 
Purpose: The purpose of this conference shall 
be to unify the work of various churches and 
to promote harmony of feeling and concert of 
action iri adopting and carrying into operation 
such measures as may promote the Lord's work 
in and through the conference meetings to the 
regions beyond. 

Article !II 
, Section 1. The conference shall be composed 

of the standing and elected delegates from the 
churches of this conference. Section2. The 
standing delegates shall be the ordained and 
licensed ministers, deacons, church clerks, 
members of the executive board, and the clerk 
of this conference. Section 3. Membership from 
different churches representing in the con­
ference: Each church organization is entitled 
to (2) two members plus (1) one delegate for 
each twenty~five (25) members of church mem­
bership or fraction thereof, no church shall 
be allowed more than (6) six elected delegates. 
These members to be received by vote of the 
standing body of conference, together with 
their letter. · 

Section 1. Theo~f!5gi~ ~ this conference 
shall consist of a Moderator, Assistant,Clerk, 
Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, all of whom shall 
perform such duties as usually devolve upon 

·such officers. These offices shall be elected 
annually. ~ection 2. The Executive Board 
shall consist of (7) seven members. The Mod~ 
erator and Clerk shall be standing members of 



to be 
who's terms of o ce shall be as o lows: 
One (1) Year, One (2) Year, One (3) Year, 
One (4) Year, One (5) Year. The Moderator 
shall be chairman of this Board. No member 
shall be absent from (3) three consecutive 
meetings unless a justifiable reason is given 
without being automatically dis-qualified as 
a member of the Board. Section 3. This con­
ference shall have the power to elect such 
councils and boards as are deemed necessary. 
Section 4. These Officers shall be men of 
good repute and active in both their local 
church and their quarterly conference • 

.Article V 
.Authority: This conference shall have no auth­
ority over the churches of which it is composed; 
but shall act as an advisory body to the local 
church and shall have the power to withdraw 
fellowship from any church that becomes un­
sound in doctrine or corrupt in practice: pro­
vided the conference has dealt with the church 

• 

according to the National Treatise of Free 
Will Baptist. 

Article VI 
Quorum: Four (4) or more ministers, and/or 
deacons from two (2) or more churches shail 
constitute a quorum to transact business at 
any regular session of this conference. · 

Article VII 
Meetings: This conference shall convene at 
10:00 .A.M. on Saturday, before the third Sunday 
in November, February, May, & .August, at which 
time the member churches shall report the pre­
vious quarter's work • 

.Article·VIII 
Qualifications of Candidates for Licensing and 
Ordination: The Ordaining Council.shall con­
sist of three (3),. two (2} ordained ministers 
and one (1) ordained deacon, shall serve as a 
committee for the conference to examine cand~ 
ida tes for licensing or ord ina ti on to the min­
istry. The following standards shall be follow­
ed: (1.) The candidate must furnish good 

• 



• 

• 

i 

' 
• 

• ' 

' 
' 

• 
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' . 
evidence of a divine call to the ministry. 
2. Licensed ministers shall be required to 
carry license for one (1) year and shall be 
required to submit in writing a report of 
their ministry to the local church of which 
they are a· member. This report to be annual. 
They must preach twelve (12) or more sermons 
per year. Said report to a·ccompany the letter 
requesting the renewal of the license. Fail­
ure to comply applicant will not be issued a 
card for next year. 

Article IX 
M1n1sters coming from other Denominations: 
Shall be examined in the same manner as any 
new minister. Any Free Will Baptist minister 
coming from other Association must conform 
to Article Eight 8 and appear for examination 
before the Ordaining Council. He must be 
recommended by a Free Will Baptist Church of 
which he is a member and shall be received 
into this btidy by a majority vote of the mem­
bers voting. 

Article X . 
Qualifications of a Deacon: All persons re­
questing to become a Deacon by any local 
church, must serve six (6) months on trial 
basis before being ordained. He shall give 
evidenceof possessing the qualifications accor­
ding to the Word of God. 

· Article XI 
Amendments: This constitution may be amended 
by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of any 
regular session of this conference, notice 
having been given at the next previous meet-
ing. BY-LAWS 
All. sessions shall be opened by singing, 
reading a portion of God's Word and Prayer. 
The session shall be closed in prayer. All 
business, except routin~, shall be brought 
before the body by committees, but should 
any committee refuse to present to this body 
any business given to it by any member, then 



(.J 
• 

such business may be presented from the floor, 
but cannot be discussed unless by a vote of the 
body. 
The Moderator, or in his absence, the Assistant 
shall preside over all sessions and shall limit 
all discussions according to By-Law #4. He shall 

. call to order any and all persons who do not 
respect the constitution of this conference 
meeting, and shall have power to stop all dis­
cussions when they are not carried on in the 
spirit of Christ and are leading to confusion 
in the conference. · 
Discussion shall be limited to five (5) minutes 
and no person shall be allowed to speak mo~e 
than twice on any subject without special per­
mission from the Moderator. 
No one shall leave the conference without the 
consent of the Moderator. 
Anyone desiring to speak, shall arise and say, 
"Brother Moderator", and shall speak no further 

·until they are recognized by the Moderator. 
All ministers, licenced and ordained, members 
of this conference, shall report to the con­
ference in person and by letter, except in 
emergencies explained by letter, representing 
said ministers. 
All officers of the conference shall be nom­
inated from the floor and elected by a majority 
vote of the body. 
All committees shall be appointed by the Mod­
erator, but any appointment may be changed by 
a majority vote of the body. 
Each church in the conference shall require 
its pastor to be a member of some church in 
good standing and full fellowship in the MEC 
Conference and said pastor shall hold a cert­
ifi·cate of Ministerial standing issued by the 
Victory Association Yearly Meeting of which . 
this conference is a member. 
These By-Laws may be ammended or altered by 
a two-thirds (2/J) majority vote of any reg­
ular session of the conference meeting. 

' 
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. ~ome(.1ssion Board By-Laws 
( 

• 

1. ·That one member from each church make up 
this board, and as other churches come into. 
the conference they will add one member to the 
board. 

2. Any Board member who is absent from two 
meetings in succession, without permission of 
this board, his chair be declared vacant, and 
the church he represents be asked to supply 
an active member. 

J. Any motions, suggestions, ideas, etc., 
that require action by this Board be submitted 
in writing to the Board by at least one month 
prior to the desired action. 

4,. This Board operate within the jurisdiction 
of the Mid-East Coast Conference. 

5. The Board present to each church in con­
ference the programming of money to be spent 
at least one month prior to the conference 
day. 

6. The Board go to each church to present a 
program to finance the H.M. Board, and the 
amount that is to be agreed upon be paid to 
the Home Mission Board. 

7. The Board be granted authority to arrange 
with participating churches for a scheduled 
preaching service forour licensed and ordained 
preachers, in good standing with this confer­
ence. That we try to ·encourage said preachers 
to participate and become active preachers. 
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