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Officers 
REv. T. B. MELLETTE, Moderator ____________________________________________________________ Blakely, Ga. 
REv. J. N. BARNES, Assistant Moderator ____________________ , __________ ...................... Blakely, Ga. 
REv. S. T. SHUTEs, Clerk -------------,-------------------------------------------------------------Colquitt, Ga. 
\V. B. GmFFIN, Assistant Clerk._ __________________________________________________________________ Jakin, Ga. 

A. D. I VEY,- Treasurer----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Jakin, Ga. 

Executive Committee 
J. F. Griffin, Chairman, Leary, Ga.; Martin W. Still, Blakely, Ga.; J. 0. Irvin, 
Newton, Ga.; L. \V. Wiley, Damascus, Ga.; Alvin Day, Blakely, Ga.; G. L. Bryant, 
Morgan, Ga.; B. Houston, Colquitt, Ga. 

List of Ordained Ministers 
Rev. E. C. Williams, Rev. T. B. Mellette, Rev. C. C. White, Rev. J. N. Barnes, -
Rev. S. T. Shutes, Rev. J. L. Tedder, Rev. C. J. Harvey, Rev. C. R. Houston,, 
Rev. J. B. Lovering, Rev. K. V. Shutes, Rev. Calvin Williams, Rev. H. L. Roberts, 
Rev. W. S. Driggers, Rev. Burdette Dowdney, and Rev. F. W. Wade. 

• 

Licentiates 
Cecil Strickland James B. Miller 
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Annual Association- Order of Business 
First Day's Session, 10 A. M. -

• 
Assembly of body for worship by the moderator. 
\Vorship period conducted by the moderator or assistant moderator, or clerk. 
Call for corresponding church letters from churches composing this body. 
Appointment of reading clerks by the moderator. 
Reading and adoption of all letters and the seating of all delegates, which is 

done by a majority vote of the delegate body. · 
Recess for the Introductory Message and refreshments. 

Afternoon Session -

Devotional services by the moderator, or at his discretion. 
Renewal of call for correspondence. 
Roll. call of ministers. 
Call for petitionary letters. 
Invitation to visiting brethren from sister associations, and the hand of fe!Iow­

ship by the moderator. 
Appointment of committees by the moderator-Devotional, Nominating, Obitu­

aries, Disbursements and Finance. 
Appointment of delegates to sister associations as the body may choose. 
Miscellaneous business and recess until second day. 

Second Day's Session, 9:30 A. M. - . 
Devotional service as per appointment. 
Call to order by the moderator. 
Reading, correction and adoption of the first day's minutes. 
Renewal of call for correspondence and visitors. 
Call for committee reports . 

. Mid-day service with worship and praise and prayer. 
Recess for refreshments. 

Afternoon Session -

Devotional-\V orship period . 
. Renewing of call for committee reports. 
Reports of Nomination Committee, whose duty it is to make selection of place 

for next session of Association, and Introductory Message. 
Report of Finance Committee. 
J\Iiscellaneous business. 
Election of officers, including the executive committee, etc. 

·Report of Treasurer. 
Appointment of new committees. 
Completion of all unfinished business. 
Clearing of the clerk's table. 

·Adjournment. 



r 

Annual Session Proceedings 
The fifty-fifth annual session of the Midway Association of the Original Free 

Will Baptists of Georgia, convened with Traveller's Rest Church, Baker County, 
Georgia, October 28,.and with Patmos Church near Newton, Georgia, October 29. 

The session was opened by the Moderator, Rev. T. B. Mellette. 

Devotions were conducted by Rev. J. N. Barnes which were very timely . 
• 

The Finance Committee was appointed by the Moderator as follows: Mrs. 
l\Iartin Still, A. D. Ivey, E. C. Hudgens, and Alton Mercer. 

The Moderator's message was timely and to the point. 

Reading clerks appointed were: C. B. Dowdney and J. N. Barnes. 

Letters from the churches composing the body were called for and the follow­
ing responded: 

Albany-Sergeant James M. 11iller, !\Irs. Grace Driggers, Miss Ruby Duncan. 

Blakely-1\Ir. and .Mrs. Alton Mercer, Alvin Day, Fred Middleton. 

Bainbridge-C. L. Pickron. 

Bethlehem-1\lr. and Mrs. Bill Ferguson, Mrs. Evelyn Jones, Mrs. Lynett Aycock. 

Cedar Springs-1\lrs. Irene Dykes, Mrs. \Vilmer Davis, !\Irs. E. A. Reed, Mrs. Keaton 
Tiner. 

Damascus-Mrs. H. J. Wright, Mrs. J. A: Walton, Jr., !\Irs. L. W. Wiley. 

Entcrprise-1\lrs. Irene Taylor, !\Irs. P. C. Harrell, Miss Hattie Jenkins. 

Hammock Springs-Mrs. R. B. Williams, l\lrs. Mary Ann Williams, Mrs. Hilton 
Lynn, Mr. Russel Chance. 

Lice Oak-Robert Harrell and wife, J. l\L Etheddge and wife, E. A. Sanders and 
wife. 

Macedonia-Mrs. 0. B. Everson, Mrs. H. L. l\IcKan, Mrs. Rueben Tabb, B. Houston.· 

Mt. Zion-C. G. Jordan, E. C. Hudgens, l\liss Ruby Hudgens, l\liss Rachael Rabon. 

New Enerprise-E. B. Ard, Ralph Bell, Henry Barber. 

New Light-Grace Nix, Bennie Paul. 

Oak Grace-S. F. Boyd and wife. 

Jakin-Brock Averitt, Crawford Hdms, l\lrs. S. T. Dunning, !\Irs. H. H. Reeves, 
\Vayne Carr. 

Patmos-W. B. Griffin, Mrs. Sallie Woodard, !\Irs. W. A. Etheridge, Mrs. :Myron 
Shiver, Herbert Woodard, !\Irs. Grace Starr. 

Pine View-Lena Williams, Blackshire Davis and wife. 

Traceller's Rest-T. L. Edwards, Bown Edmonds, J. \V. Edwards, Ralph Edwards. 

White Plain-W. l\1. 1\Iurkerson, L. R. Lofton. 

White Pond-Mrs. Dan l\IcDowel, i\Irs. Roy Widner, !\Irs. Clyde Johnson. 

Zion-1\lrs. R. E. l\Iills, !\Irs. l\lartin Still, l\lrs. T. B. Mellette. 

Delegates were seated by vote. 
Visitors called for and the following answered: South Georgia: Rev. E. C! 

• 
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~!orris, State Promotional Secretary; Union: Revs. E. L. Sellers and K. V. Shutes; 
Martin: \V. R. Barber and wife and \V. J. Hilburn and wife; Chattahootchee: G. C. 
King and wife. ~lotion carried to scat them. 

Roll call of ministers: Revs. T. B. ~Iellcttc, E. C. Williams, J. N. Barnes, J. L. 
Tedder, C. J. Harvey, J. B. Lovcning, C. B. Dowdncy, W. F. McDuffie, Scottie 
Driggers, C. R. Houston, H. L. Roberts, and F, W. \Vade. 

Recess for preaching by Rev. T. B. ~lellctte, reading Phil. 1:9, "That your love 
may increase more and more." A mighty inspirational message. 

Lunch was served by the host church and enjoyed by a large congregation. 

One forty-five singing led by ~Ioderator; devotions by Rev. E. C. ~!orris. 

Recei\'ed call for letters and delegates; there was no response. 

There was a request from ~It. Zion Church that Brothers Billy Raybon and 
E. C. Hudgens be ordained to the office of deacon. Request granted and prayerfully 
done by the Ordaining Council. 

At this time a letter of dismission and recommendation from Union Association 
for K. V. Shutes was read and he was received in to full fellowship of the Midway 
Association . 

. The ~Ioderator made an appeal for the Unified Program and then took an 
offering ,in the amount of $111.21. 

Brother Driggers made a talk about the work in Albany that was very en-
• couragmg. 

Committees appointed: 

Education: K. V. Shutes, Mrs. Marjorie Hudson, ~lartin l\lurkerson. 

Auxiliary: C. R. Houston, ~Irs. ~Iartha Everson, l\lrs. Sallie \Voodard. 

State of Church and Characters of Ministers: Fred l\!iddleton, Robert 
Ralph Edwards. 

Obituary: H: L. Roberts, W. F. Boyd, J. N. Barnes. 

Mission: J. B. Lovering, W. F. McDuffie, C. B. Dowdney. 

Nomination: J. N. Barnes, Scottie Driggers, Cliff Jordon. 

Pyle, 

At this time Rev. E. C. Morris presented the Promotional Program of the 
state. This was the best report in the history of our state work. 

l\lotion to extend a rising vote of thanks to the church and community for their 
·splendid entertainment. 

l\lotion to adjourn to meet with Patmos Church, Thursday, October 29, at 
ten a. m. 

THURSDAY 

~let as per adjournment. Rev. K. V. Shutes led the devotions, followed with . 
prayer by E. C. Williams. 

The l\Ioderator presided over the business session. The minutes of the 
previous day were read and approved. 

Enterprise's delegates reported and were seated. 
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Correspondence from the State Line Assdc1aHoi1 of Florida and Alabama: 
Ralph Bell and wife, Shirley Fowler and wife, Mrs. Susie. Fowler. 

Mr. W. B. Griffin and S. F. Boyd were appointed to work with Committee on 
State of Churches and Character of Ministers. · 

Visitors were received as follows: Martin Association: Rev. Drew Floyd, George 
Chambers, l\lrs. Addison, and Oscar Brunson and wife; Chattachootchee Associa­
tion: Rev. Coy W2tson and wife. 

Reports of committee on plans for governing superannuation work in the Mid­
way Association was adopted (See Report) . 

• 

Recess for preaching by motion. Rev. C. B. Dowdney very ably filled the 
:stand at this hour. Scripture reading, 1 Cor. 4: I, 2; using as subject "Stewardship 
of Possession." A great message, it was. 

At twelve o'clock a real, old southern Georgia-style dinner was served by 
Patmos Church and community. 

One twenty, singing led by the Moderator. 
James l\1. l\liller, a sergeant in the U. S. Air Force. 
uplifting message. Prayer by the Moderator. 

Devotions were conducted by 
This was a very powerful and 

The business session resumed with the Moderator presiding. 

A special offering for the K. V. Shutes Radio Program and the church in 
Cario amounting to $64.03. 

Christian Education reports by K. V. Shutes was adopted (See Report). 

Auxiliary Committee reporting by Martha Everson was adopted (See Report). 

Missions Committee reported by W. F. l\lcDuffie was adopted (See Report). 

State of Churches and Character of Ministers Committee reported by vV. B. 
Griffin was adopted ( See Report). 

Obituary Committee reported by H. L. Roberts was adopted (See Report). 

Nominating Committee reported by J. N. Barnes was adopted (See Report). 

Motion amended that C. B. Dowdney preach at the Live Oak program for 1954. 
Reported by J. B. Lovering and adopted (See Report). · 

Finance Committee reported by A. D. lvey was adopted (See Report). 

Treasurer report by A. D. lvey was adopted (See Report). · 

Appointment of Committees: T. B. l\Iellette, W. B. Griffin, B. Houston, E. A. 
Sanders, and S. T. Shutes. 

Delegates were appointed as follows: State Association: A. B. Edinonds, Alton 
l\lercer, \V. B. Griffin, Mrs. R. B. Pyle; National Association: Mrs. T. B. l\Iellette; 
State Line Association: E. C. Williams, K. V. Shutes; Union Association: C.· B. 
Dowdney, E. C. Hudgens; 1\tartin Association: C. S. Jordon, E. C. vVilliams; 
Chattahootche~ Association: Robert Pyle and wife. 

, Motion was made to appoint l\lrs. Doris Sheffield as promotional helper. 

• • 

COMMITTEES FOR THE 1954 SESSION 

Auxiliaries-Traveller's Rest Church and pastor. 

Christian Education-Zion Church and pastor. 
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Temperance-Patmos Church and pastor. 

Missions-Cedar Springs Church and pastor. 

Recommendations to the State Association for members to be appointed on 
. the various boards. 

Camp Committee retain T. B. Mellette. 

Board of Education retain S. T. Shutes. 

Motions to extend to Patmos Church and community a rising vote of thanks 
for their very elaborate entertainment. 

Motion made to print 500 minutes. 

Motion made to adjourn to meet with Damascus Church.in January, 1954. 

T. B. MELLETTE, Moderator 

S. T. SnUTEs, Clerk 

. The Moderator asked for pledges to be made for the purpose of retiring the 
debts on our denominational property, and these pledges be paid by April, 1954. 
One thousand and ten dollars was pledged. 

A LETTER OF DISMISSION 

This is to certify that Rev. K. V. Shutes is a member of the Union Association 
and in full fellowship, having served. as Moderator and filled other offices in a very 
able manner; and since he is leaving the district, we are granting him this letter 
of dismission at his request. 

Praying God's blessings upon him and the body to which he may unite. 

MRs. J. B. RicE, Clerk, Union Association 

EDUCATION REPORT 

\Ve, your Committee on Christian Education, submit the following report: 

Education, says Mr. \Vebster, is to teach, train, instruct, inform, and enlighten. 
Then Christian Education is Christ-like education and not Christ-less education . 

• 
So Christ is our example in anything, and Dr. Luke says in 2:40, 52, "And the 

child grew and waxed strong in the spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of 
God was upon him ... And Jesus increased in wisdom, and stature, and in favour 
with God and man." 

· In these verses we have the requisites for a well-rounded education. It starts 
in the home, at the family .altar, and is continued through the Sunday School, 
League, Prayer Meeting, the Ladies' Auxiliary, and Christian Institutions. This 
should help us to see the need of a Sunday school, for 64% of our Christians came 
from the teaching agencies of the church. Also the League, which is the training 
.service of the church; the Prayer Meeting, which is the power house of the church; 
and the Ladies' Auxiliary which is the arn1s of the church. 

Surely it should show us the need of our State Youth Camp, Ashburn, Georgia, 
and the Free Will Baptist Bible College, 3609. Richland Avenue, Nashville 5, 
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Tennessee. These two institutions are doing more for us than anything else we 
have. \Vill we back them with our prayers and support? 

' 

K. v. SHUTES 

Mns. H. G. HunsoN 
MAHK MunKEHSON 

REPORT OF TREASURER 

HECEIVED 

July 24 Balance on Hand ------------------------'------------------------------------------$ 36.69 
July 24 Received from Association ---------------------------------------------------- 243.50 
July 24 Received Collection ------------------------------------------------------------- 57.31 
Aug. 1 Jakin Church -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 20.00 

-----'-

Total Received ----------------------------------------------------------------------------$357.50 $357.50 
DISBURSEMENTS 

July 24 Mrs. W. T. Wiley -----------------------------------------------------------------$ 25.00 
July 24 11rs. J. l\1. Emanuel ------------------------------------------------------------- 20.00 
July 24 Rev. J. L. Tedder . ----------------------------------------------------------------- 15.00 
July 24 Rev. E. C. Williams -------------------------------------------------------------- 15.00 
July 24 R. B. Pyle, State Superintendent ----------------------------------------- 25.00 
July 24 G. C. King, Camp --------------------------------------------------------------- 50.00 
July 24 Rev. E. C. Morris, State Budget ------------------------------------------ 50.00 
July 24 Bainbridge Church --------------------------------------------------------------- 25.00 
July 24 AI bany Church ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 25.00 

------

' 

Total Dis burs em en ts --------------·--------- --------------------------------------------$250.00 $250.00 

Oct. 18 Balance on Hand --------------------------------··-·····························------------------$107.50 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

\Ve, the Finance Committee, recommend that the following be allotted as 
stated: 

RECEIVED 

Churches Associational Fttnd 
' . ' 

Albany ---------------------------------------------------------------·····················------------------------------ $ 7.50 
Bain brid g ~ --------------------------···················--------------------------------------------------------------- 5. 00 
Bethlellen1 ------------------------------------------------·······································-··--················ 7.50 
Illflkel)l -------------------------------------------------------------·····························-···········--·--------- 24.00 
Cedar Springs ----------------------·-····························------------································------ 35.00 
Dam ftscus ··········-····· ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 7. 00 
Enterprise -----------------------······················-----------------------------------------------------------~----- 10.00 
Hammock Springs -----------------------------------·······················--········-····················--·---- 7.50 
Jalcin ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 35.35 
Live Oak ___ ·····----------------------------------------------------······························-·······----········ 10.00 
1lacedonia -----------------------------------------------------------------···························-·--····-------- 17.50 
l\lt. ~ion --------------------------------··············--············---·----------------------····················------ 15.00 
New Enterprise. ----------------------------------------····················----···················-········-·····-- 65.00 
New Light ············-----------------------------------'--------------------------------------------················- 20.00 
Oak Grove ········-·····----------------------------------------·············'·····---------------~-------------------- 12.50 
l'atmos -------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------------- 20.00 
Pine Vie\\' ----------------------------------------'--------------------------------------------------------------------- 10.00 
Tra"eller' s Rest --------------------················---------------------------------------------------------------- 20.00 
\Vllite Plains --------------------------------------------······················-------------------------------------- 12.50 
\ Vhite Pond . -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 12.50 
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'Zion ___________ ----"-------------------------''--------------------- ----------------------------------------- 25. 00 
Co II ecti o ns _____ --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 112 .1 0 

. ----
Total --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------· $4 9 0. 45 

DISBURSEMENTS 

-~ll)Jeranntiation --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$ 130.00 
Bainbridge Ch mch --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 150. 00 
.JE:dncation ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 50.00 
Home Missions --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 15. 3 5 
11 t. B ethel ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 50. 0 0 
.Albany 1f iss ion ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 65. 0 0 
·College B nil ding Fnnd ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 130.10 

-----
To tal ___ : ____________________________ ----------------------------------------------------------------------------$ 4 9 0. 4 5 
$15.00 goes to each Sll)Jerannnate and $20.00 to ~tate ~ll)Jerannnation Treasmy. 

RJE:COMMJE:NDJE:D BUDGJE:T FOR 1953 AND 1954 
'Churches Associational Fund 

. Albany ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 30.00 
· B a in bridge ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 2 0. 0 0 
.'B ethl eh em -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------__ 50 . 0 0 
Blal<ely ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ "1'0.00 
Cedar ~ )J rings ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 13 0. 00 
Damascns -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 213.00 
JE:nterJJrise ------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 50.00 
J ale in --- ----------_ . ____ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 13 0. 0 0 . 
. Live 0 ale ___ --------------~---------------------------------------------------------· --------------------------------- 413 . 00 
1facedoniil ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ "1'0.00 
'1ft. ~ion ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 60.00 
'Ne\\T Light ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 130.00 
lrfilmmocl< ~))rings ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 30.00 · N e\\T JE: n t er)J rise -------------_______________ .. _______________________ :_______________________________________________ 4 0 . 00 
· 0 ale Grove ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------______ 60. 0 0 
·l'atn1os ------ ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 130.00 
l'ine '\Tie\IT _ ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- L!O.OO 
Traveller's Rest ----------------------------------------------------------'-------:________________________________ 130.00 
·"\ll1ite l'li!ins -------------------------''~-~---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 50.00 
""hite l'ond ----~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 150.00 
:~ion ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ "1'2.00 

A. D. lvEY 
J. A. MERCER 

K c. HUDGENS 

Mns. BERNICE ~TILL 

AUXILIARY REI'ORT 

In Acts 20:213 \\Te find these \\fords, "Tal<e heed therefore nnto yourselves, and 
·to all the floc!<, over the \\Thich the Holy Ghost hath made yon overseers, to feed . 
the chmch of God, which he hath pmchilsed with his own blood." One of the first 
things \\Te thinl< of when we thin!< of feeding a cro\\Td is the amonnt of worl< in­
volved. l'robably the next thing that comes to mind is, \\There Ciln \\Te get help? 
JE:veryone lil<es to have help to do his \\Tork Feeding the chmch of God is il tre­
mendons worl<, bnt \lTC hilve some helpers that Ciln smely be depended on if \\Te will 

·only nse them. 
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One of the first, of course, is the mid-week prayer service. Prayer is the link 
that pulls down the power. "Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee 
great and mighty things, which thou knowest not" (Jer. 33:3). "If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it" (John 14:14). What a glorious promise! And. 
yet, we churches sometimes neglect our mid-week prayer services. 

Next, the people should be fed on the Scriptures. You know we are told to 
"search the Scriptures daily." Paul commends the Thessalonians for studying the 
Scriptures. The church members should study the Scriptures together as the people 
did in the eighth chapter of Nehemiah. We can do this through a properly or­
ganized Sunday school. 

Then this study should be put into practice. James tells us "Faith without 
works is dead," therefore, one isn't any better off by just studying the Scriptures. 
\Ve need training to use these things. The League helps in this respect. 

Another eager helper is the woman's auxiliary. Its real purpose is to further 
the cause of Christianity. 'Women have played an important part in the church 
from its beginning. Untold good can be accomplished through the united efforts 
of a group of Christian women. 

Lately our denomination has added another helper by providing material for 
auxiliaries for our boys and girls. " ... Gather me the people together, and I will 
make them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me all the days that they 
shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children" (Dent. 4:10). 
Every year we realize more the necessity of training our youth for Christian service. 

Now, let us mention one more helper-the Daily Vacation Bible School. \Ve 
re'commend that each church in this association sponsor a Vacation Bible School 
during this coming year. This will help us to promote interest among our boys and 
girls to learn more about the teaching of the Scriptures. 

\V e have listed briefly some of the assistants that are willing to help "feed the. 
church of God." \Ve recommend that each church use a full staff of these helpers 
so that we might work more efficiently. 

Respectfully submitted, 

REv. C. R. HousToN 
MRs. MARTHA EvERSON 
MRs. SALLIE WooDARD 

PROGRAl\1 COl\IMITTEE REPORT 

\Ve, the Program Committee, request the adoption of the following for dis­
cussion in the three one-day sessions of the Association in the year of our Lord, 
nineteen hundred fifty-four. 

l. January: Following Christ in Benevolence, Mrs. Martha Everson. 
2. April: Following Christ in Education, Mrs. Doris Sheffield. 
2. July: Following Christ in Missions, speaker to be announced later. 

Humbly submitted by your committee, 

J. B. LovERING 
C. R. HousToN 
J. l\L CRAFT 
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OBITUARY REPORT 

\Ve, your Committee on Obituaries, report as follows: 

A number of our beloved members have answered the last call and we trust 
they are at rest. Truly we will miss their presence, but, as a body, we offer our 
prayers and sympathy to their homes, churches, and families. 

H. L. ROBERTS 

J. N. BARNES 

S. F. BoYD 

STATE OF CHURCHES AND CHARACTER OF MINISTERS 

We, the Committee on State of Churches and Character of Ministers, report 
as follows: 

As far as we can see everything is not just as good as it should be, but we 
don't know what could be done to better the matter. At present we feel it best to 
let matters settle themselves. So we, as a Committee, admonish both churches · 
and pastors to be cooperative in all matters that concern either the church or pastor. 

R. B. PYLE 

S. F. BoYD 
w. B. GRIFFIN 

NO!\HNATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

\Ve, your Committee on Nominations, recommend that the quarterly sessions 
be held at the following places: 

First session in January with Damascus Church. Rev. W. F. l\IcDuffie to 
preach with Rev. J. B. Lovering as alternate. 

• 
Second session in April with Live Oak Church. Rev. C. B. Dowdney to preach 

with Rev. T. B. Mellette as alternate. 

Third session in July with Pine View Church. Rev. E. C. Williams to preach· 
with Rev. \V. S. Driggers as alternate. 

Annual session to meet in October. The first day with Mt. Zion Church with 
Rev. K. V. Shutes preaching and Rev. J. N. Barnes as alternate. The second day 
with the Blakely Church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

COMMITIEE ON No~IINATIONS 

COMMITTEE ON REGULATIONS 

\Ve, your Committee appointed by the Moderator of the Midway Association 
to draw up plans for the Superannuation Board to be governed by, report as 
follows: 

1. That ministers who have served the Midway Association for a period of at 
least five years, be given a quarterly supplement of money, the amount depending 
upon the financial status of the Association, when they shall have attained the age 
of 65, provided the annual income of said ministers does not exceed $600.00. 

' 

2. That at the minister's death, this same amount shall be paid to his widow 
so long as she shall live or remain a widow, provided her annual income does not 
exceed $600.00 .. 
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3. We further recommend that any minister of this Association who by accident 
or any type of providential hinderance has been rendered unable to continue as a 
minister of the gospel, be given this supplement, provided his income does not 
exceed $600.00 per year. 

4. We further state that the recommendations set forth herein do not prevent 
the Association from taking a. "love offering" or making a "love gift" to any minis­
ter or any layman at any time the members of the Association so desire. 

5. Further, we recommend that a committee be appointed to investigate the 
possibilities of setting up a Retirement Plan for the ministers of this association. 

' 
Respectfully submitted, this the. 29th day of October, 1953. 

The Committee on Regulations, 

E. A. SANDERS 

\V. B. GRIFFIN 

B. HousToN 

REPORT ON HOME MISSIONS 

\Ve, your Committee on Home Missions or Expansion report as follows: 

• 

Fifty-five years ago the Midway Association was formed by an unknown num­
ber of churches pulling out of the present Martin Association. This withdrawal 
was on the grounds of Christian Education and Missions, both abroad and at home. 
It is good that we still cling to their principle and are growing. 

\Vhile we are saying so much about missions, the most important phase of 
missionary work, home missions, has no consistent method of being cared for. 

Though we are all happy over the new churches and new prospects, they have 
no definite place in our budget other than through the state and national plan, 
which is inadequate. Please, we urge you, give this worthy phase of missions a 

. place in the budget of our Association, and begin working forward . to the time 
when we can put a full-time missionary on the field. 

Yours hopefully in Christ, 

J. B. LOVERING 

C. B. DoWDNEY 

W. F. McDuFFIE 

Quarterly Sessions, 55th Associational Year 
THE FIRST QUARTERLY SESSION 

This session convened with Macedonia Church, Miller County, Georgia, 
January 23, 1953, 10:00 a. m. The Moderator presided over the meeting. Scrip­
ture reading, Romans 12, also by the Moderator. He made timely comments on 
the Scripture. 

Letters were then called for. Reading clerk appointed, Rev. E. C. ~!orris. 

Finance Committee-}. A. Mercer, T. L. Edwards, and Jessie Griffin. · 

There were twenty churches reporting, and the reports were good. Nine· 
ministers were present and three visiting ministers. Money presented for the pro-
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grams was $239.12. The sermon was presented by Rev. C. J. Harvey, John 3:16, 
a good message. The host church entertained with a bountiful spread. 

At one-thirty the Moderator presided over the meeting, and devotions by 
B. W. Glenny. The program subject, "The Laymen in the Church, His Duty, 

/Responsibility, and Privilege," was discussed by Bro. Willard Tedder. State Pro­
motional Secretary reported progress. Motion made that W. B. Griffin be in 
charge of the camp work in the Midway Association. Treasurer report was made 
and accepted. Rising vote of thanks to host church and community for entertain­
ment. 

Adjourned. The clerk being in the hospital, Rev. J. B. Lovering served for 
him. 

Signed: T. B. MELLETTE, Moderator 

. S. T. SHUTEs, Clerk 

THE SECOND QUARTERLY SESSION 
Second session convening with New Light Church, near Morgan, Ga., April 

25, 1953, 10:00 a. m. Moderator presiding, reading and commenting on Acts 17: 
20, 27. 

Letters were called for. Reading clerks appointed were: Revs. J. B. Love!"ing 
and J. N. Barnes. Finance Committee-A. D. Ovey, Martin l\lurherson, and 'IN. B. 
Griffin. Twenty-one churches reported. Nine ministers werepresent and nine visit­
ing ministers. The Bible College Quartet rendered the singing. Sermon present­
ed by Bro. H. L. Roberts, "Story of the Prodigal Son." The noonday meal \Vas 
enjoyed by all. · , 

At one-thirty the Moderator presided over the meeting. Rev. H. L. Knighton 
gave the timely devotions. 

A timely tribute to Rev. W. T. Wiley, deceased, by brethren of New Light 
Church. Brother Clower made a talk and presentation to the widow,· Sister \'Viley. 
Special offering for the programs was $101.00. Motion was made that all churches 
call their pastor by the July quarterly session. Music was rendered by Mrs. Pauline 
Bush. Treasurer's report was accepted. Rising vote of thanks to the host church 
and community for entertainment. 

Signed: T. B. MELLETTE, Moderator 

S. T. SnUTEs, Clerk 

THE THIRD QUARTERLY SESSION 
This session met with White Pond Church, July, 1953, 10 a. m. Singing 

by J. N. Barnes. Scripture by the Moderator and a timely talk. Letters called for. 
Finance Committee-David Still, Larry Houston, Elizabeth Cleveland, and A. D. 
lvey. Twenty churches reported. Nine ministers present and three visiting minis­
ters. Motion made to excuse S. T. Shutes from the afternoon session to conduct 
a funeraL Motion made that Bro. Lovering serve as clerk pro tern. Sermon by 
Rev. J. L. Tedder, 1 Thess. 5:22. The noonday meal was a treat to all present. 

Moderator presided over the afternoon meeting. Devotions by J. B. Lovering. 
Topic for the afternoon, "Church Administration,'~ by Rev. Louis Moulton in the 
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absence of S. T. Shutes. A special offering of $58.31 for the programs. Treasurer's 
report adopted. Motion that a committee be appointed to investigate the super­
annuates and report at the next session as to their standing and needs. 

Rising vote of thanks to local church and community. Adjourned. 

Signed: T. B. MELLETIE, Moderator 

J. B. LovERING, Clerk pro tern . 
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