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Minutes
of the

Eighty-first Annual Session

of the
National Association

of

Free Will Baptists, Inc.
when convened in

Louisville, Kentucky 
July 16-19, 2017

Future Sessions of the Convention
   
 2018 Little Rock, Arkansas July 22-25
 2019 Cincinnati, Ohio July 21-24
 2020 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma July 19-22
 2021 Memphis, Tennessee July 18-21
 2022 Birmingham, Alabama July 17-20
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General Officers

Moderator ......................................................................................... Tim York
Assistant Moderator ............................................................... William Smith
Clerk ............................................................................................Randy Bryant
Assistant Clerk ............................................................................. Ernie Lewis
Executive Secretary...................................................................Keith Burden

Officers and Board Members

2018 
North Carolina: Reuben Cason
Northeast: Bill Reynolds
Northwest: Brent Nix
Ohio: Edwin Hayes
Oklahoma: Mike Wade
South Carolina: Chris Todd
Tennessee: Glenn Poston
Texas: Kenneth Mayo
Virginia: Bruce Barnes
West Virginia: Luther Morgan

2019
Alabama: Danny Williams
Arizona: John Gibson
Arkansas: David Taylor
Assn. of Mexico: Luis Felipe Tijerina
Atlantic-Canada: Oral McAffee
California: Mike Kilcrease
Colorado: Mark Thomas
David Marks Heritage: Tom Jones
Florida: Allan Austin
Georgia: Tim Horne
Idaho: Gene Kissinger
Illinois: David Shores

2020
Indiana: Daniel Edwards
Iowa: David Inman
Kansas: Josh Bush
Kentucky: Ashley Kidd
Mexico Assn.: Bud Bivens
Michigan: Jimmy Lawson
Mid-Atlantic: Wayne Hale
Mississippi: Larry Reynolds
Missouri: Stan Bunch
New Mexico: Mark Shores

General Board

Executive Committee

Moderator: Tim York, 2015 Harbor Drive, Smyrna, TN 37167
Assistant Moderator: William Smith, PO Box 507, Colquitt, GA 39837
Clerk: Randy Bryant, 2156 54th Ave, Vero Beach, FL 32966 
Assistant Clerk: Ernie Lewis, 1176 CR 1975 N, Cisne, IL 62823

2018
Glenn Poston (TN)
Edwin Hayes (OH)
Mike Wade (OK)

2019
David Taylor (AR)
Danny Williams (AL)
David Shores (IL)

2020
Stan Bunch (MO)
Wayne Hale (MID-ATL)
Daniel Edwards (IN)

Board of Trustees of Welch College

Chairman: Jeff Crabtree, 27 Lewis Drive, Island View, NB E3E 1A1, Canada

2018
Will Beauchamp (FL)
Ken Simpson (MO)
Mark Stripling (AR)

2020
Jeff Crabtree (ATL-CN)
Shiloh Hackett (TN)
Eddie Moody (NC)

2022
Michael Armstrong (OH)
Brad Ryan (IL)
Wayne Miracle (GA)
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Board of International Missions

Chairman: Jeff Manning, 429 Black Jack-Simpson Road, Greenville, NC 27858

2018
Nelson Henderson (AR)
Mark Price (OH)
Robert Posner (TX)

2020
Janice Banks (TX)
Jeff Manning (NC)
Jeff Nichols (TN)

2022
Cameron Lane (AR)
Will Harmon (AR)
Rodney Yerby (AL)

Board of Home Missions 

Chairman: Jeff Jones, 10212 Fayetteville Road, Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526

2019
Jeff Jones (NC)
Frank Webster (MO)
Frank Wiley (OK)

2021
Earl Hanna (SC)
Mike Cash (AZ)
Tim Stout (OH) 

2023
Bob Lewis (TN)
Josh Baer (NC)
David Sexton (VA)

Board of Retirement

Chairman: Rick Cason, 1580 Ebenezer Church Road, Glennville, GA 30427

2019
Rick Cason (GA)
Mike Gladson (OH)
Randy Wilson (OK)

2021
Larry Clyatt (IL)
Ron Barber (OK)
Rick Dement (MO)

2023
Danny Baer (NC)
James Beasley (SC)
Jack Daniel (GA)

 Board of Trustees of the Free Will Baptist Foundation

Chairman: Wendell Walley, 2056 Mesa Avenue, Clovis, CA 93611

2019
Donnie Miles (SC)
Hubert Stafford (GA)
Wendell Walley (CA)

2021
Gene Williams (NC)
Scott Coghill (NC)
Phil Whiteaker (AR)

2023
Bobby Edwards (TN)
Melissa Haralson (AR)
Bob Thompson (OK)

The Foundation Board also includes the following directors of national agencies:
Clint Morgan (IM); Matt Pinson (Welch College); David Crowe (NAM); Elizabeth Hodges (WNAC); 
Ron Hunter (RHP); John Brummitt (BOR); Keith Burden (EXEC).

2018
Mark Braisher (OK)
Mike Mounts (OH)
Mike Trimble (MI)

2020
Paul Bryant (MS)
Steve Lindsay (AL)
Randy Scott (TN)

2022
Darin Gibbs (NC)
Timothy York (DMH)
Jay Baines (VA)

Board of Randall House Publications

Chairman: Mike Trimble, 27786 Oriole Court, Flat Rock, MI 48134
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Commission for Theological Integrity

Chairman: Matt Pinson, 1045 Bison Trail, Gallatin, TN 37066

2018 Matt Pinson (TN)
2019 Randy Corn (TN)
2020 Rodney Holloman (TN)

2021 W. Jackson Watts (MO)
2022 Kevin Hester (TN)

 

Historical Commission 

Chairman: Robert Picirilli, 206 Stoner’s Glen Ct., Hermitage, TN 37076

2018 David Crowe (TN)
2019 Robert Picirilli (TN)
2020 Eric Thomsen (TN)

2021 Jeff Cockrell (TN)
2022 Willie Martin (GA)

Media Commission

Chairman: 

2018 Stephen Lopes (TN)
2019 Josh Owens (TN)
2020 Jeremy Smith (NC)

2021 Daniel Edwards (IN) 
2022 Marc Neppl (VA)

Music Commission

Chairman: Doug Little, 1424 Brighton Circle, Old Hickory, TN 37138

Board of Women Nationally Active for Christ

Chairwoman: Diana Bryant, 2156 54th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32966

2018
Amy Johnson (IL)
Susan Burgess (IL)
Sarah Sargent (OH)

2020
Diana Bryant (FL)
Janie Campbell (AR)
Tracy Payne (OK)

2022
Pam Hackett (SC)
Jonda Patton (KY)
Lee Ann Wilfong (MO)

2018 James Stevens (TN)
2019 Kevin Justice (NC)
2020 Bryan Hughes (NC)

2021 Donnie Burke (GA)
2022 Doug Little (TN)
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Proceedings

The 81st annual session of the National Association of Free Will Baptists met July 16-19, 2017, at the 
KFC Yum! Center in Louisville, Kentucky. “Equipping the Saints” was the theme of the meeting. Ryan 
Lewis served as convention manager, and Kevin Justice was music coordinator.

Sunday School – July 16, 2017

Sunday School began at 10:00 a.m. with Aaron Pendergraft leading the congregation in singing 
“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High,” “All Hail the Power,” and “Mighty to Save.” Mark Braisher welcomed 
the body and introduced Sunday School teacher, Tim Eaton, president of Randall University in Moore, 
Oklahoma, who brought the lesson on “Practical Christian Living” from 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28. Mark 
Braisher closed in prayer.

Sunday Morning – July 16, 2017

Morning worship began at 11:00 a.m. Keith Burden and Jose Rodriguez made announcements. Aaron 
Pendergraft led the congregation in singing “I Stand Amazed,” “Shout to the Lord,” and “Jesus Loves 
Me.” Mark Braisher introduced the speaker and called for the offering. The congregation sang “‘Tis 
So Sweet,” “Never Once,” and “O Praise the Name.” The Cramerton Trio sang “Great Are You, Lord.” 
Rick Dement, pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church, O’Fallon, Missouri, brought the message on 
“Equipping the Saints: Who Is Responsible?” from Ephesians 4:11-12. “I Surrender All” was sung as the 
invitation hymn, and Mark Braisher closed the service in prayer.

Sunday Evening – July 16, 2017

Evening worship began at 7:00 p.m. Keith Burden and Jose Rodriguez made announcements. Kevin 
Justice led the congregation in singing a medley of “The Old Rugged Cross,” “Crown Him With Many 
Crowns,” and “At the Cross.” David Crowe welcomed the body and called for the offering. A video was 
played concerning mobile giving. The choir sang “I Still Glory in the Cross” with soloist Angie Deel. The 
congregation sang “Worthy Is the Lamb.” The praise team and choir sang “The Blood of Jesus Speaks 
to Me.” David Crowe introduced the speaker. Marshall Bonéy, pastor/church planter of the ReIGNITE 
Free Will Baptist Church in Virginia Beach, Virginia, spoke on “Equipping the Saints to Serve” from 
Ephesians 4:11-12. “I Surrender All” was sung as the invitation, and David Crowe closed the service in 
prayer.

Monday Evening – July 17, 2017

Evening worship began at 7:00 p.m. with Clerk Randy Bryant calling the 81st session to order and 
introducing the moderator, Tim York, who announced the following committees:

Credentials Committee
Glenn Poston (TN), Chairman
Danny Williams (AL)
Luther Morgan (WV)
Larry Reynolds (MS)
Mike Kilcrease (CA)

Resolution Committee
Daniel Edwards (IN), Chairman
Mark Price (OH)
Marcus Brewer (TX)
Jim Patton (KY)
Dale McCoy (GA)
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Jeremy Estep, moderator of the Kentucky State Association of Free Will Baptists, welcomed the body. 
A trio of Chad Donoho, Jenny Donoho, and Stacie Compton sang “I Could Never Praise Him Enough.” 
Kevin Justice led the congregation in singing “Praise Him, Praise Him.” Tim Hall extended a welcome 
and called for the offering. The choir sang “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” with Allison Riggs and 
Jeremy Robinson providing solos. The congregation sang “I Will Sing Praise,” and Psalm 32:1-7 was 
read. “I Am Not Alone” was sung by the choir with a solo by Caitlyn Cherry. Tim Hall introduced the 
speaker. Joel Franks, pastor of First Free Will Baptist Church, Glasgow, Kentucky, spoke on “Equipping 
the Saints Through the Word” from Acts 20:27-32.  “Ancient Words” was sung as the invitation, and 
the service was dismissed.

Tuesday Afternoon – July 18, 2017

 Moderator Tim York called the business session to order at 1:30 p.m. He brought a message on “Liv-
ing in the Spirit” from Galatians 5:25-26 and led in prayer.

The clerk read the Credentials Committee report. (See page A-23.) Motion carried to receive the 
report and seat the delegates.

The clerk read a partial report from the General Board. (See page A-23.) Motion carried to receive the 
report and adopt it item by item.

Motion carried to adopt Item 1 of the General Board report.
Executive Secretary Keith Burden gave the Executive Office, ONE Magazine, and Building Services 

reports. Auditor Terry Hill gave the financial reports. Motion carried to receive the reports and adopt 
the budgets.

Director Clint Morgan gave the International Missions report. Rob Conley gave the financial report. 
Motion carried to receive the report. Discussion took place regarding the possible name change from 
International Missions Board of the National Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc. to IM, Inc.

Director Elizabeth Hodges gave the Women Nationally Active for Christ report. Terry Hill gave the 
financial report. Guests Madame Deborah Amiezi and Madame Solange Kambire from Côte d’Ivoire 
gave greetings to the body. Motion carried to receive the report. 

The clerk read the Nominating Committee report for the General Board. (See page 25.) Motion carried 
to elect General Board members nominated by the Nominating Committee.

Motion carried to elect Stan Bunch (MO), Wayne Hale (Mid-Atlantic), and Daniel Edwards (IN) to the 
2020 term on the Executive Committee.

The clerk read Item 2 of the General Board report. Motion carried to receive the report.
The clerk read Item 3 of the General Board report. Motion carried to receive the report. The moderator 

appointed the five-member committee requested in Item 3. The committee will consist of Stan Bunch 
(MO), chairman; Jeff Jones (NC); Randy Wilson (OK); Jeff Nichols (TN); and Mike Trimble (MI).

President Matthew Pinson gave the Welch College report. Craig Mahler gave the financial report. 
Motion carried to receive the report. 

Doug Little gave the Music Commission report. Motion carried to receive the report.  Doug Little was 

Nominating Committee 2018
Cory Thompson (OK), Chairman
Jeremy Estep (KY)
Sonny Thomas (NC)
Chris Todd (SC)
Teresa Dixon (MO)
Tim Horne (GA)
David Taylor (AR)
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elected to the 2022 term on the commission. 
Mickey Crane closed the session in prayer.

Tuesday Evening – July 18, 2017

Evening worship was a celebration recognizing the 75th Anniversary of Welch College. The service be-
gan at 7:00 p.m. with a video presentation of Welch College’s new campus. David Williford welcomed 
the congregation, and Josh Owens led the congregation in singing “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” 
and “The Doxology.” Anna G. Harris read 1 Corinthians 1:18-29 and Barry Raper led in prayer. A video 
was shown reflecting the history of Welch College. The congregation sang “How Firm a Foundation” 
and “I Am Resolved.” David Williford called for the offering and prayed for the offering. The Welch 
College Alumni Choir with Lynsey Riggs as soloist sang “Lift High the Name of Jesus.” “Behold Our 
God” was sung by the congregation. David Williford introduced the speaker, and Matthew Pinson, 
president of Welch College, preached on “Equipping the Saints Through Christian Higher Education” 
from 2 Corinthians 10:3-5. “In Christ Alone” was sung as the invitation, and the service was dismissed 
following announcements.

Wednesday Morning – July 19, 2017

The morning business session began at 9:00 a.m. Assistant Moderator William Smith read John 13:12-17 
and led in prayer.

Director Ron Hunter gave the Randall House Publications report. Michael Lytle gave the financial 
report. Motion carried to receive the report.

Director John Brummitt gave the Board of Retirement report. Joshua Eidson gave the financial report. 
Motion carried to receive report. Danny Baer (NC), James Beasley (SC), and Jack Daniel (GA) were 
elected to the 2023 term on the board.

Director David Brown gave the Free Will Baptist Foundation report. Richard Davis gave the financial 
report. Motion carried to receive the report. Dotty Moore was recognized for 13 years of service to the 
department upon her retirement. Jonathan Locklear was presented a gift in appreciation for his father 
Rick Locklear’s service on the board. Melvin Worthington was recognized for his service on the board. 
Waymon Fields was recognized with a gift for his years of service on the board. Scott Coghill (NC) was 
elected to the unexpired 2021 term of Rick Locklear on the board. Bobby Edwards (TN), Melissa Haral-
son (AR), and Bob Thompson (OK) were elected to 2023 terms on the board.

Director David Crowe gave the North American Ministries report. Jeff Jones, chairman of the board, 
presented Bob Thebeau a gift for his service to the board. Kerry Steedley, director of chaplain support, 
presented a plaque and gift to John and Lynn Carey for their service during John’s time as a Free Will 
Baptist chaplain. Major Tracy Kerr, a Free Will Baptist chaplain, was introduced and prayed for as he 
is being deployed. Motion carried to receive report. Bob Lewis (TN), Josh Baer (NC), and David Sexton 
(VA) were elected to the 2023 term on the board.

Travis Penn gave the Media Commission report. Daniel Edwards shared about mobile giving. Motion 
carried to receive the report.  Travis Penn was recognized for his years of service on the commission. 
Jeremy Smith (NC) was elected to the 2020 term on the commission, and Marc Neppl (VA) was elected 
to the 2022 term.

Matthew Pinson gave the Commission for Theological Integrity report. Motion carried to receive the 
report. Kevin Hester (TN) was elected to the 2022 term on the commission.

Eric Thomsen gave the Historical Commission report. Motion carried to receive the report. Willie 
Martin (GA) was elected to the 2022 term on the commission.

Wednesday Afternoon – July 19, 2017

The business session began at 1:30 p.m. Assistant Clerk Ernie Lewis read Romans 5:1-10 and led in 
prayer.
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Ron Hunter gave the Vertical Three report. Motion carried to receive the report.
The clerk gave the Registration report. Motion carried to receive the report.
Keith Burden gave the Budget Committee report. Motion carried to receive the report.
The clerk read the Obituary Committee report, and delegates watched a video that featured ministers 

who died in 2016. Motion carried to receive report. Bill Evans led the body in prayer.
The clerk read the Resolutions Committee report. (See page A-31.) Motion carried to receive the 

report item by item.
   Resolution 1 was adopted.
   Resolution 2 was adopted.
The clerk read the final Nominating Committee report. The following officers were elected: Modera-

tor, Tim York (TN), Assistant Moderator, William Smith (GA), Randy Bryant (FL), and Assistant Clerk, 
Ernie Lewis (IL).

Motion carried to adjourn. A standing ovation was given for the Welch College personnel according 
to Resolution 1. Gary Sparks closed the business session with prayer.

Wednesday Evening – July 19, 2017

Evening worship began with Ken Akers introducing a video on Impact Louisville. An intergenerational 
choir sang “People of the Church” led by Don Myers as missionaries came in. International mission-
aries and North American church planters were introduced by Clint Morgan and Brad Ransom. New 
missionaries were commissioned with Clint Morgan bringing the charge and David Crowe praying the 
commissioning prayer. 

Kevin Justice led the congregation in singing “Come Thou Fount, Come Thou King” and “Holy, Holy, 
Holy” (Savior King). Danny Williams welcomed the body and called for the offering. Marc Neppl gave 
information about mobile giving and prayed for the offering. Kevin Justice led in prayer for a medical 
need in the congregation, and the body sang “Great Are You Lord.” 

Danny Williams introduced the speaker and prayed prior to the message. Clint Morgan, director of In-
ternational Missions, brought the message on “Equipping the Saints to Reach the World” from Matthew 
28:18-20. The praise team with Chad Donoho as soloist sang “Send Me Out” as the invitation, and Clint 
Morgan prayed for those who responded to the invitation. The choir sang “O for a Thousand Tongues to 
Sing” with Allison Riggs and Jeremy Robinson as soloists. The service was dismissed. 
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Credential Committee Report
We, the Credentials Committee, have examined the letters from the following countries, states, dis-

tricts, and local churches and find them to be in order as presented below.
1. From the following state associations which are entitled to be represented by five delegates:  

Alabama, Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia and 
West Virginia.

2. From the following district associations, which are entitled to be represented by three delegates: 
Arizona, Association of Mexico, Atlantic Canada, David Marks Heritage, Mexico Association, Mid-
Atlantic, New Mexico, Northeast and Northwest.

3. From the following local churches, which are entitled to be represented by one delegate: Harvest 
Time Free Will Baptist Church of South Dakota,  the Twin Valley Free Will Baptist Church of Wisconsin, 
and the Waipahu Free Will Baptist Church of Hawaii.

4. We recommend that delegates from Colorado, Iowa and the Free Will Baptist Church of St. Croix, 
Virgin Islands, be seated contingent upon fees being paid and reports received.

5. We recommend that delegates from the countries, state associations, district associations, and 
local churches listed above be seated for this session, along with other delegates who are properly 
registered.

6. We recommend that all lay delegates entitled to representation by virtue of their positions on 
standing boards be seated if properly registered.

Submitted by the 2017 Credentials Committee:
Glenn Poston (TN), Chairman
Danny Williams (AL)
Larry Reynolds (MS)
*Luther Morgan (WV)
*Mike Kilcrease (CA)

*Not present

General Board Report
The General Board of the National Association of Free Will Baptists met Monday, July 17, 2017, in The 

Kentucky Center Bomhard Theater in Louisville, Kentucky.
As a result of this meeting, we offer the following recommendations:
1. We heard the reports of the Executive Office, ONE Magazine, and Building Services; International 

Missions; Women Nationally Active for Christ; Welch College; Randall House Publications; Board of 
Retirement; Free Will Baptist Foundation; North American Ministries; Media Commission; Historical 
Commission; Music Commission; Commission for Theological Integrity; and Budget Committee. We 
recommend their reports be received and budgets adopted.

2. We recommend Raleigh, North Carolina, for the July 16-19, 2023, convention. 
3. We refer the resolution from Missouri (See pg. A-24) to the Body and recommend that a five-

member committee be appointed by the moderator to study the matter as requested by the resolution.
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Resolution From the Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists

 
WHEREAS, Studies indicate that an average of 4,500 churches close their doors each year 
compared to an average of 1,000 new churches being planted each year, which represents a 
net decrease of the number of churches in this country by 3,500 churches per year, and

[SOURCE: Dr. Richard J. Krejcir, Statistics and Reasons for Church Decline. 
http://www.churchleadership.org/apps/articles/default.asp?articleid=42346&columnid=4545] 

WHEREAS, Studies also indicate that each year in America 2.7 million church members be-
come inactive, and that church membership is declining annually by an average of 9.5% while 
the population is growing on average by 11% per year, and 

[SOURCE: Dr. Richard J. Krejcir, Statistics and Reasons for Church Decline. 
http://www.churchleadership.org/apps/articles/default.asp?articleid=42346&columnid=4545] 

WHEREAS, Studies further indicate that 80% of established churches in America may be de-
scribed as plateaued or in decline, and 

[SOURCE: Harry L. Reeder, From Embers to a Flame, Philipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 2008, p.7] 

WHEREAS, Free Will Baptist churches have not been immune to these disturbing trends, and  
 
WHEREAS, strong, vibrant, and healthy local churches are essential for the support of the edu-
cational and mission works of the Free Will Baptist denomination both at home and abroad, and 
 
WHEREAS, Free Will Baptists are not oblivious to the need for revitalization of our churches as 
evidenced by seminar topics and themes, as well as reports from the denominational agencies, 
at the National Convention of Free Will Baptists which met in Kansas City, Missouri, in 2016, 
and  
 
WHEREAS, the National Association of Free Will Baptists’ efforts at a plan and/or program for 
revitalization of our churches is currently spread over multiple departments and agencies (i.e., 
The NAFWB Executive Dept., North American Ministries, and Randall House Publications). 
 
The Missouri State Association RECOMMENDS that the National Association of Free Will 
Baptists appoints a committee with the express purpose of studying the feasibility of  creating a 
national department of Church Revitalization, which would be independent of other denomina-
tional departments and would be solely responsible for the development and implementation of 
a comprehensive strategy for the revitalization of the local churches affiliated with the NAFWB, 
as well as the development of any resources and programs relevant to that strategy.   
 
We further recommend that this committee be charged to conduct and complete its feasibility 
study and present its results to the National Association within two years of the date from which 
the committee was submitted. 

Respectfully Submitted by W. Jackson Watts, Missouri State Clerk, June 20, 2017
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Nominating Committee Report
Board of Home Missions

2023 Replacing Bob Lewis (TN) ........................................................................... Bob Lewis (TN) 
 Replacing Robert Thebeau (MO) ..................................................................Josh Baer (NC) 
 Replacing David Sexton (VA) ..................................................................David Sexton (VA)

Board of Retirement and Insurance
2023 Replacing Danny Baer (NC) ......................................................................Danny Baer (NC)
 Replacing James Beasley (SC) ................................................................James Beasley (SC)
 Replacing Tim Hall (KY) ............................................................................ Jack Daniel (GA) 

 

Board of FWB Foundation
2021  Replacing Rick Locklear (MI), deceased .................................................. Scott Coghill (NC)
2023 Replacing Bobby Edwards (TN) ........................................................... Bobby Edwards (TN)
 Replacing Waymon Fields (AL) .........................................................Melissa Haralson (AR)
 Replacing Melvin Worthington (NC) ....................................................Bob Thompson (OK)

Commission for Theological Integrity
2022 Replacing Kevin Hester (TN) ....................................................................Kevin Hester (TN)

Historical Commission
2022 Replacing Willie Martin (GA) ..................................................................Willie Martin (GA)

Media Commission
2022 Replacing Marc Neppl (VA) ......................................................................Marc Neppl (VA)

Music Commission 
2022 Replacing Doug Little (TN) .........................................................................Doug Little (TN)

General Board     

2020 Indiana (replacing Daniel Edwards) .............................................................Daniel Edwards
 Iowa (replacing Jim Martin) ............................................................................ David Inman
 Kansas (replacing Zane Brooks) .......................................................................... Josh Bush
 Kentucky (replacing Chad Blair) ....................................................................... Ashley Kidd
 Mexico Association (replacing Bud Bivens) ....................................................... Bud Bivens
 Michigan (replacing Gene Norris) ................................................................ Jimmy Lawson
 Mid-Atlantic (replacing Wayne Hale) ................................................................ Wayne Hale
 Mississippi (replacing Larry Reynolds) .......................................................... Larry Reynolds
 Missouri (replacing Stan Bunch) ....................................................................... Stan Bunch
 New Mexico (replacing Mark Shores) .............................................................. Mark Shores
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Executive Committee

2020 Replacing Stan Bunch (MO) ..................................................................... Stan Bunch (MO)
 Replacing Wayne Hale (MID-ATL) ....................................................Wayne Hale (MID-ATL)
 Replacing Daniel Edwards (IN) ............................................................ Daniel Edwards (IN) 

General Officers
 Moderator: Replacing Tim York (TN) ............................................................. Tim York (TN)
 Assistant Moderator: Replacing William Smith (GA) ……… ................. William Smith (GA)
 Clerk: Replacing Randy Bryant (FL) …………………………. ...............  Randy Bryant (FL)
 Assistant Clerk: Replacing Ernie Lewis (IL) ……………… ................... ….  Ernie Lewis (IL)

Nominating Committee
 Danny Williams (AL), Chairman
 Bruce Barnes (VA)    
 Reuben Cason (NC)
 Debe Taylor (AR)
 Carl Lilly (WV)
 Glenn Poston (TN)
 Mike Wade (OK)  
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BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT

    The National Association of Free Will Baptists, Inc., has approved in this convention the
following budgets for 2018:

     Executive Office (Includes:) $853,544.00
          Administrative $409,444.00
          Convention 444,100.00
     Free Will Baptist Foundation  2,488,500.00
     Home Missions (Includes Master's Men) 5,000,000.00
     International Missions 7,000,000.00  
     Retirement and Insurance 636,510.00
     Randall House Publications 4,853,750.00
     Welch College 7,238,479.00
          (Includes $1,250,000 in unrestricted gifts)
     Women Nationally Active for Christ 255,000.00
     Commission for Theological Integrity 9,800.00
     Historical Commission 4,895.00
     Media Commission 5,225.00
     Music Commission  4,775.00
  

     TOTAL $28,350,478.00

    All these ministries receive funds through The Together Way Plan except Randall House 
    Publications which is self-sustaining.

    The Budget Committee recommends that gifts received through The Together Way Plan be
    allocated to the national ministries on the following basis:

     1.  Underwrite the Executive Office Administrative Budget above 
          designated gifts, not to exceed 45% of cooperative gifts.

     2.  Disburse the balance of cooperative gifts to the following
          national ministries according to these percentages:

     International Missions 22.0%
     Welch College    22.0%
     Home Missions 22.0%
     Retirement and Insurance 12.0%
     Free Will Baptist Foundation  1.0%
     Women Nationally Active for Christ 17.0% *
     Commission for Theological Integrity 1.0%
     Historical Commission 1.0%
     Media Commission 1.0%
     Music Commission  1.0%
  
      TOTAL 100.0%

Respectfully Submitted, Your Servants,

Keith Burden, Executive Secretary
David Brown, General Director of Free Will Baptist Foundation
David Crowe, General Director of Home Missions Department
Clint Morgan, General Director of International Missions Department
Ron Hunter, General Director of Randall House Publications
John Brummitt, General Director of Retirement and Insurance Department
Matt Pinson, President of Welch College
Elizabeth Hodges, Director of Women Nationally Active for Christ

*The Executive Office will contribute the equivalent of 1% Co-op to WNAC.
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The Vertical Three Conference
We changed the name of National Youth Conference to the Vertical Three Conference. The confer-

ence we hold is not open to the public and promoting as a national event causes confusion for people 
outside of Free Will Baptists. Also, the most common hashtag #NYC leads the young person to links 
that are not ours, nor are they Christian. We ask you to adjust from NYC to Vertical Three—named as 
the mission of the conference to equip young people (like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego) to stand 
for their faith in a modern day culture that feels a lot like Babylon). 

 Registration Total: 3456 (plus 45 onsite registrations)
 Vertical 3 Attendee: 1,937
 Vertical 3 Child Attendee: 106
 Vertical 3 Grades 1-3: 276
 Vertical 3 Grades 4-6: 307
 Vertical 3 Grades 7-12: 724
 Vertical 3 Preschool Worship: 106
Competitive Activity Entries: 953
Total Number of ENGAGE Leader Network Seminars: 71
Engage Seminars: 33
Other Agency Seminars: 38
Serve the City (Formerly Reach That Guy):
Volunteers: 168 onsite volunteers plus several churches brought items and completed “HOPE” bags
Hours Worked: Over 2,000 including several “HOPE” bags being distributed to the homeless
Opportunities: 23 (32 Total Pints Blood)
Buck-A-Week:
Total Tuesday offering: Currently $11,730.08 
2017 ministries receiving offering: Rufo & Maria Gomez from Kentucky/David Reeves from France
 2018 Buck-a-Week Missionaries: Josh & Ashley Bennett from Georgia/Anthony and Lea Edgmon from  
Spain
Total Truth & Peace Participants: 144 from 3 foreign countries and 20 states

  2017 Youth Evangelistic Team:  
 13 students
 1,917 miles

 8 services
 8 churches
 Worked closely with North American Ministries and church plants
 2018 YETeam will travel to the West.
Vertical Three "God-Moments":
Monday-Hundreds of students stood and responded that they were willing to be bold.
Tuesday-Hundreds more shared the name of someone with whom they want to share the gospel.
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2017 Convention Registration Totals

National
Board/Commission Member .................................................................................. 55
Local Church Delegate .......................................................................................... 52
NAFWB Attendee ................................................................................................. 2966
Ordained Deacon .................................................................................................. 108
Ordained Minister .................................................................................................. 545
State Delegate ...................................................................................................... 74

Total ..................................................................................................................... 3800

V3
V3 Attendee .......................................................................................................... 1937
V3 Child Attendee ................................................................................................. 107
V3 Grades 1-3 ....................................................................................................... 275
V3 Grades 4-6 ....................................................................................................... 307
V3 Grades 7-12 ..................................................................................................... 724
V3 Preschool Worship ........................................................................................... 105

Total ..................................................................................................................... 3455

Unique: 4603
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Obituary Committee Report
January 1 - December 31, 2016

Alabama

• John Ackerman
• Thomas Coxwell
• Charles Shaw
• Keith Spencer
• John E. Warren

Arkansas

• Clifford Leon Hill
• David Ponder
• Dale Underwood
• James E. Ashcraft
• Benny Pixley, Jr. 

Florida

• James Osborn

Georgia

• Julius Grimsley
• Richard McFadden
• M.C. Powell

Missouri

• Jack Day
• Bill Jones
• Glenn Murray
• Arnold Day
• Fred Harris

North Carolina

• Mance Cason
• Howard Pittman
• James Roebuck
• Mack Himbles
• Ted Cole, Jr.

Ohio

• James Boyd
• Sturgill McCarty
• Harold Owens
• Bing Browning
• John Daniels
• Eddie Kennedy, Sr.
• David Adkins

Oklahoma

• Allen Moore
• Artie Herrod
• Carroll Dean Milner
• Connie Cariker
• Ernest Harrison, Jr.
• James Murray
• Keith Woody
• Larry Tuttle
• Daniel Parker
• Troy Staires
• Roy Bryant
• Kenneth Jones

South Carolina

• Murrell Young
• Reedy Saverance

Tennessee

• Paul Sitton
• Elmer Carter
• Jack Williams
• Jonas Revis
• Milton Crowson
• Terry Eagleton
• Derek Bell
• Vernon Barker
• Charles Bohanon

Virginia

• Bob Breeden
• M.D. Hyatt
• Milligan Herron                                              

West Virginia

• Bill Belcher
• Eugene Davis
• Curtis Monk
• Robert Newman
• Treaby Scaggs
• Lacy Spry
• Roger Vance
• Linzel Walls

Non-Ministers 

• Aaron Burns (AR)
• Henry Wilson Jones (AR)
• Ricky Sanders (AR)
• Jerry Virden (AR)
• Howard Price (GA)
• Curtis Fowler (IL)
• Lawrence Gostowski (IL)
• Cline Roberts (IL)
• Leoid Case (MO)
• Dale McCurry (MO)
• Delbert Verbick (MO)
• Danny Cook (WV)
• Tom Henderson (WV)
• Robert Perry (WV)
• Bob Price (WV)
• James Ramey (WV)

Obituary Committee:
Keith Burden (TN), Chairman
Eric Thomsen (TN)
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Resolutions Committee Report

RESOLUTION #1

WHEREAS, For over twenty years Welch College has recognized the need to relocate; and

WHEREAS, Significant work has been performed over many years by different administrations toward 
the goal of relocation; and

WHEREAS, Through the grace of God, the current college family has worked tirelessly and sacrificially 
in seeing through the sale of the old campus and building of the new; and

WHEREAS, The new Welch College campus is beautifully designed and constructed and will serve the 
needs of the College well in advancing the kingdom of God;

THEREFORE, Be it resolved that the National Association of Free Will Baptists extend heartfelt thanks 
and a standing ovation to President J. Matthew Pinson, the Board of Trustees, the administration, facul-
ty, staff, student body, and other committed workers for their labors on behalf of the relocation project.

RESOLUTION #2

WHEREAS, Having met as a convention of the National Association of Free Will Baptists in the city of 
Louisville, Kentucky, July 16-19, 2017,

BE IT RESOLVED, That we give a standing vote of thanks to the Kentucky State Association of Free 
Will Baptists, their Moderator, Promotional Director, Executive Committee, Steering Committee, and all 
others involved, for being such gracious hosts for our National Convention.

Resolutions Committee:
Bruce Barnes (VA), Chairman
Curtis Smith (IL)
Jimmy Lawson (MI)
Mike Armstrong (OH)
Todd Masters (IN)
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