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Officers and Board Members

General Officers
Moderator.......................................................................................................Tim York
Assistant Moderator..........................................................................William Smith
Clerk......................................................................................................... Randy Bryant
Assistant Clerk.......................................................................................... Ernie Lewis
Executive Secretary..............................................................................Eddie Moody

General Board
2020
Indiana: Daniel Edwards
Iowa: David Inman
Kansas: Josh Bush
Kentucky: Ashley Kidd
Mexico Association: Bud Bivens
Michigan: Jimmy Lawson
Mid-Atlantic: Wayne Hale
Mississippi: Larry Reynolds
Missouri: Stan Bunch

2021
North Carolina: Reuben Cason
Northeast: Bill Reynolds
Northwest: Brent Nix
Ohio: Edwin Hayes
Oklahoma: Mike Wade
South Carolina: Chris Todd
Tennessee: Glenn Poston
Texas: John Collier
Virginia: Bruce Barnes
West Virginia: James Cox, Jr.

2022
Alabama: Danny Williams
Arizona: John Gibson
Arkansas: David Taylor
Association of Mexico: Luis Felipe Tijerina
Atlantic-Canada: Oral McAffee
California: Mike Kilcrease
Colorado: Terry Miller
David Marks Heritage: Tom Jones
Florida: Allan Austin
Georgia: Tim Horne
Illinois: David Shores
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Executive Committee
Moderator: Tim York, 2015 Harbor Drive, Smyrna, TN 37167
Assistant Moderator: William Smith, PO Box 507, Colquitt, GA 39837
Clerk: Randy Bryant, 2156 54th Ave, Vero Beach, FL 32966 
Assistant Clerk: Ernie Lewis, 1176 CR 1975 N, Cisne, IL 62823

2020
Stan Bunch (MO)
Wayne Hale (MID-ATL)
Daniel Edwards (IN)

2021
Glenn Poston (TN)
Edwin Hayes (OH)
Mike Wade (OK) 

2022
David Taylor (AR)
Danny Williams (AL)
David Shores (IL)

Board of Trustees of Welch College
Chairman: Jeff Crabtree, 27 Lewis Drive, Island View, NB E3E 1A1, Canada

2020
Jeff Crabtree (ATL-CAN)
Shiloh Hackett (TN)
Chris Truett (NC)

2022
Michael Armstrong (OH)
Brad Ryan (IL)
Wayne Miracle (GA)

2024
Will Beauchamp (FL)
Theron Scott (SC)
Tim Campbell (AR)

Board of IM, Inc.
Chairman: Jeff Manning, 429 Black Jack-Simpson Road, Greenville, NC 27858

2020
Janice Banks (TX)
Jeff Manning (NC)
Jeff Nichols (TN)

2022
Cameron Lane (AR)
Will Harmon (AR)
Rodney Yerby (AL)

2024
Darren Walker (NC)
Mark Price (OH)
Casey Cariker (OK) 

Board of North American Ministries
Chairman: Jeff Jones, 10212 Fayetteville Road, Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526

2021
Earl Hanna (SC)
Mike Cash (AZ)
Tim Stout (OH) 

2023
Bob Lewis (TN)
Josh Baer (NC)
David Sexton (VA)

2025
Jeff Jones (NC)
Frank Webster (MO)
Frank Wiley (OK)
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Board of Retirement
Chairman: Daniel Baer, PO Box 1960, Wendell, NC 27591

2021
Larry Clyatt (IL)
Ron Barber (OK)
Rick Dement (MO)

2023
Danny Baer (NC)
James Beasley (SC)
Jack Daniel (GA)  
DECEASED

2025
Lance Boyer (MO)
Don Myers (MI)
Randy Wilson (OK)

Board of Trustees of Free Will Baptist Foundation
Chairman: Bobby Edwards, 7112 Chessington Dr, Fairview, TN 37062

2021
Gene Williams (NC)
Scott Coghill (NC)
Phil Whiteaker (AR)

2023
Bobby Edwards (TN)
Melissa Haralson (AR)
Bob Thompson (OK)

2025
Brent Patrick (VA)
Hubert Stafford (GA)
Corey Minter (TN)

NOTE: The Foundation Board also includes the following directors of 
national agencies: Clint Morgan (IM, Inc.); Matt Pinson (Welch College); 
David Crowe (North American Ministries); Elizabeth Hodges (WNAC); 
Ron Hunter (Randall House Publications); John Brummitt (Board of  
Retirement); Eddie Moody (Executive Office).

Board of Randall House Publications
Chairman: Mike Trimble, 27786 Oriole Court, Flat Rock, MI 48134

2020
Paul Bryant (MS)
Steve Lindsay (AL)
Randy Scott (TN)

2022
Darin Gibbs (NC)
Timothy York (DMH)
Jay Baines (VA)

2024
Kendall Ross (AR)
Mike Mounts (OH)
Mike Trimble (MI)

Commission for Theological Integrity
Chairman: Matt Pinson, 1045 Bison Trail, Gallatin, TN 37066

2020 Rodney Holloman (TN)
2021 W. Jackson Watts (MO)
2022 Kevin Hester (TN)
2023 Matt Pinson (TN)
2024 Thomas Marberry (OK)
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Historical Commission 
Chairman: Robert Picirilli, 206 Stoner’s Glen Court, Hermitage, TN 37076

2020 Eric Thomsen (TN)
2021 Jeff Cockrell (TN)
2022 Willie Martin (GA)
2023 David Crowe (TN)
2024 Robert Picirilli (TN)

Media Commission
Chairman: Stephen Lopes, 1533 Barnbrook Cove, Antioch, TN 37013

2020 Jeremy Smith (NC)
2021 Daniel Edwards (IN)
2022 Marc Neppl (VA)
2023 Stephen Lopes (TN)
2024 Josh Owens (TN)

Music Commission
Chairman: Doug Little, 418 Golden Grove, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

2020 Bryan Hughes (NC)
2021 Donnie Burke (GA)
2022 Doug Little (TN)
2023 James Stevens (TN)
2024 Kevin Justice (NC)
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PROCEEDINGS
The 83rd annual session of the National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists met July 21-24, 2019, at the Duke Energy Convention Center in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. “Lifted Up” was the theme of the meeting. Ryan Lewis 
served as convention manager, and Kevin Justice was music coordinator.

Sunday School – July 21, 2019
Sunday School began at 10:00 a.m. with Greg Harrell leading the 
congregation in singing “And Can It Be?” Bob Thompson welcomed the 
body and introduced Sunday School teacher, Paul Keener, manager of 
Ambassador Bible Bookstore in Ohio. Mr. Keener brought the lesson 
from 2 Kings 22-23 on “Humbly Obeying God’s Word.”

Morning Worship – July 21, 2019
Morning worship began at 11:00 a.m. Keith Burden and Jose Rodriguez 
made announcements about security and translation service. Greg 
Harrell led the congregation in singing “Christ Is Enough,” “O Praise the 
Name,” and “How Great Is Our God.” Bob Thompson welcomed the 
body and called for the offering. The Bethel Free Will Baptist Church 
choir sang “Total Praise” during the offering. The congregation sang 
“Ten Thousand Reasons,” “Lord I Need You,” and “The Revelation 
Song.” Bob Thompson introduced the speaker. Dr. Tim Eaton, president 
of Randall University in Moore, Oklahoma, brought the message from 
Psalm 121 on “Lifting Up Our Eyes for Help.” The service concluded with 
the singing of “Come, Thou Fount.”

Sunday Evening – July 21, 2019
Evening worship began at 7:00 p.m. Chris Truett offered a prayer for an 
individual injured just before the service. Kevin Denton read Psalm 121 
and led the congregation in singing “No Not One,” “Joy Unspeakable 
Medley,” and “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.” Retired U.S. Army 
Colonel Kerry Steedley welcomed the body and called for the offering. 
The choir sang “Way Maker” featuring soloist Aaron Henderson. John 
1:29 was read before the congregation sang “Behold the Lamb.” A read-
ing on “A Sturdy Hope” was shared and “Living Hope” was sung. The 
Bethel choir sang “Sometimes It Takes a Mountain” featuring a trio of 
Miriam Cunningham, Chad Donoho, and Kevin Collier.
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Doug Little sang “He’s Been So Good to Me” and then was joined by 
the congregation. Dr. David Crowe honored the first Free Will Baptist 
chaplain, Gerald Mangham. Chaplain Mangham’s wife Bertie was 
presented an engraved vase and flowers to recognize their ministry. 
Kerry Steedley introduced the speaker. Colonel Terry Austin, U.S. Army 
chaplain, brought the message on “Lifting Up the Discouraged” from 
Hebrews 12:2. “Never Once” was sung at the conclusion of the service.

Monday Evening – July 22, 2019
Evening worship began at 7:00 p.m. with Clerk Randy Bryant calling the 
83rd session to order and introducing the moderator, Dr. Tim York, who 
announced the following committees:

Nominating Committee
Ron Helms (MI), Chairman
Danny Williams (AL)
Ashley Kidd (KY)
Mike Wade (OK)
Mac Atkinson (SC)
Rick Cason (GA)
Lisa Bowden (AR)

Resolution Committee
Mark Price (OH), Chairman
Josh Baer (NC)
Ken Simpson (MO)
David Shores (IL)
Bruce Barnes (VA)

Credentials Committee
David Taylor (AR), Chairman
Rickie Holstein (WV)
Glenn Poston (TN)
Daniel Edwards (IN)
Larry Reynolds (MS)

Mark Price, Ohio State Association moderator, welcomed the body to 
Ohio and presented Executive Secretary Keith Burden and his wife  
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Debbie handcrafted Amish rocking chairs in recognition of their retire-
ment. Kevin Denton read Philippians 2:5-11 and led the congregation 
in singing “At Calvary.” Praise team members shared the dates of their 
salvation as an introduction to “We Will Remember” with a solo by 
Matthew Berry. Kevin Bass welcomed the body, called for the offering, 
and led in prayer. The choir sang “Jesus It Is You” with Ti Barnhill as 
soloist. The congregation sang “Behold the Lamb” and “What a Beau-
tiful Name” with a dramatic reading by Christian Powell, followed by a 
verse of “Agnus Dei.” The choir sang “Psalm 34” with a duet by Deanna 
Hollifield and Kevin Denton. Kevin Bass introduced the speaker, Daniel 
Edwards, pastor of Faith Free Will Baptist Church in Chandler, Indiana. 
Edwards preached on “Lifting Up the Son of Man” from John 12:32. 
“Your Great Name” was sung as the invitation, and the service was 
dismissed.

Tuesday Afternoon – July 23, 2019
Moderator Tim York called the business session to order at 1:30 p.m. 
He brought a message on “Practical Love” from 1 John 5:5-12 and led in 
prayer.

The clerk read the Credentials Committee report. Motion carried to 
adopt the report and seat the delegates.

The clerk read the partial report of the General Board. Motion carried 
to receive the report and adopt item by item.

Motion carried to adopt Item 1 of the General Board report.

Executive Secretary Keith Burden gave reports of the Executive Office, 
ONE Magazine, and Building Services. Dr. Danny Dwyer presented the 
Rekindle revitalization program. Auditor Terry Hill gave the financial 
reports. Motion carried to receive the reports and adopt the budget.

Keith Burden provided information about the digital format of the Free 
Will Baptist Yearbook. Charles Wise demonstrated features of the new 
online church directory.

The clerk read Item 2 of the General Board report. Motion carried to 
adopt. Dr. Edward Moody, Jr. addressed the body upon his election as 
the new executive secretary. 

The clerk read Item 3 of the General Board report. Motion carried to 
adopt.
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President Matthew Pinson gave the Welch College report. Craig Mahler 
gave the financial reports. Motion carried to receive the report and 
adopt the budget. Dr. Eddie Moody was recognized with a plaque for 
his years of service on the board. Chris Truett (NC) was elected to 
fulfill the unexpired 2020 term on the board.

Director Ron Hunter gave the Randall House Publications report. 
Michael Lytle gave the financial report. Motion carried to receive the 
report and adopt the budget.

Director Ron Hunter gave a partial Vertical 3 report. Motion carried to 
receive the report.

The clerk read the Nominating Committee report for General Board. 
Motion carried to elect General Board members as nominated by the 
Nominating Committee.

The clerk read the Nominating Committee report for Executive Com-
mittee members. David Taylor (AR), Danny Williams (AL), and David 
Shores (IL) were elected to 2022 terms.

The clerk read the report of the Revitalization Department Feasibility 
Study Committee. Motion carried to receive the report. 

Danny Baer gave the Denominational Research Committee report. Mo-
tion carried to receive the report and extend the committee for another 
year.

Jason Hurt closed in prayer.

Tuesday Evening – July 23, 2019
Evening worship began at 7:00 p.m. with the reading of John 21:25-29. 
A men’s ensemble sang “We Shall See Jesus.” Kevin Denton led the 
congregation in singing “When We All Get to Heaven” and “The Lion 
and the Lamb.” Mike Mounts welcomed the body, called for the offer-
ing, and led in prayer. The choir sang “Midnight Cry,” featuring soloist 
Zach Hinson. A reading of Revelation 4:9-11 was read, and a saxophone 
solo by Miles Denton introduced the congregation singing “The Revela-
tion Song.” Following the reading of Revelation 5:12, “Behold Our God” 
was sung. Mike Mounts introduced the speaker, Tom Dooley, pastor 
of New Road Free Will Baptist Church in Austintown, Ohio. Dooley 
preached on “Lifting Up the Promise of Christ’s Return” from Luke 
21:28. “Behold the Lamb” was sung as the invitation, and the service 
was dismissed.
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Wednesday Morning – July 24, 2019
The morning business session began at 9:00 a.m. Assistant Moderator 
William Smith read Psalm 1:1-3 and led in prayer.

The moderator named Sarah Bracey (TN) and Eric Thomsen (TN) as 
additional members of the Denominational Research Committee.

Director Clint Morgan gave the IM, Inc. report. Rob Conley gave the 
financial report. Motion carried to receive report. Casey Cariker (OK) 
and Darren Walker (NC) were elected to fill the 2024 unexpired terms.

Director Elizabeth Hodges gave the Women Nationally Active for Christ 
report. Auditor Terry Hill gave the financial report. Motion carried to 
receive the report. 

Director David Brown gave the Free Will Baptist Foundation report. 
Richard Davis gave the financial report. Motion carried to receive the 
report. Donnie Miles (SC), Wendell Walley (CA), and Keith Burden 
(TN) were recognized for their service on the board. Brent Patrick (VA), 
Hubert Stafford (GA), and Corey Minter (TN) were elected to 2025 
terms on the board.

Director David Crowe gave the North American Ministries report. 
Motion carried to receive the report. Retired Col. Kerry Steedley recog-
nized Chaplain Col. Terry Austin with several gifts upon his retirement. 
Col. Austin expressed his thanks for the support of the denomination. 
Brad Ransom presented a clock to Tom and Pam Jones and to Nate 
and Jenna Altom in recognition of their church plant in Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania, reaching self-supporting status. Jeff Jones (NC), Frank 
Webster (MO), and Frank Wiley (OK) were elected to 2025 terms on 
the board.

Director John Brummitt gave the Board of Retirement and Insurance re-
port. Joshua Eidson gave the financial report. Motion carried to receive 
the report. Rick Cason was recognized for his years of service on the 
board. Lance Boyer (MO), Don Myers (MI), and Randy Wilson (OK) 
were elected to the 2025 term on the board. 

Eric Thomsen gave the Historical Commission report. Motion carried 
to receive the report. Robert Picirilli (TN) was elected to the 2024 term 
on the commission.

Doug Little gave the Music Commission report. Motion carried to re-
ceive the report. Kevin Justice (NC) was elected to the 2024 term and 
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Joshua Riggs (OK) was elected to the unexpired 2021 term.

Marc Neppl gave the Media Commission report. Motion carried to 
receive the report. Josh Owens (TN) was elected to the 2024 term on 
the commission. 

Wednesday Afternoon – July 24, 2019
The afternoon business session began at 1:30 p.m. Assistant Clerk 
Ernie Lewis read 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 and led in prayer.

The clerk read the Registration Committee report. Motion carried to 
receive the report.

Matthew Pinson gave the Commission for Theological Integrity report. 
Motion carried to receive the report. Thomas Marberry (OK) was 
elected to the 2024 term on the commission.

Keith Burden gave the Budget Committee report. Motion carried to 
receive the report.

The Obituary Committee report was given through a video featuring 
ministers who passed away in 2018. Motion carried to receive the 
report. Following a moment of silence, Edwin Hayes led in prayer. 

The clerk read the Resolutions Committee report. Motion carried to 
receive the report and adopt item by item.

Resolution 1. Motion carried to adopt.

Resolution 2. Motion carried to adopt.

Resolution 3. Motion carried to adopt.

Motion carried to give Ohio State Association a rising vote of thanks 
for hosting the 2019 convention.

The clerk read the final report of the Nominating Committee. The 
following officers were elected: Moderator, Tim York (TN); Assistant 
Moderator, William Smith (GA); Clerk, Randy Bryant (FL); and Assis-
tant Clerk, Ernie Lewis (IL).

Motion carried to adjourn. Jeff Nichols closed the business session in 
prayer.
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Wednesday Evening – July 24, 2019
Evening worship began with an Impact Cincinnati video. Keith Burden 
informed the congregation of the passing of Lillie Hill, who sustained 
injuries after falling from the stage prior to the Sunday evening service. 
The Generations Choir sang “Come and Live” as missionaries marched 
in. Brad Ransom introduced the North American Ministries church 
planters and Curt Holland introduced the IM, Inc. missionaries. Clint 
Morgan led the commissioning ceremony, and David Crowe prayed 
the commissioning prayer. Tim York and William Smith made presen-
tations to Keith and Debbie Burden upon Keith’s retirement from the 
position of executive secretary. David Mizelle welcomed the body and 
called for the missions offering. Kevin Denton read Psalm 96:1-8 and 
led the congregation in singing “Glory to God Forever,” “Living Hope, 
and “Jesus Saves.” Diego Cueva, pastor of Casa de Dios Free Will 
Baptist Church in Woodbridge, Virginia, spoke on “Lifting Up Our Eyes 
to the Harvest” from John 4:35. Diego Cueva, Jr. served as interpreter. 
“So Send I You” was sung as the invitation. The service closed with the 
singing of “Behold the Lamb.”

Credentials Committee Report 
We, the Credentials Committee, have examined the letters from the 
following state associations, districts, and local churches and find them 
to be in order as presented below:

1. �From the following state associations, which are entitled to be rep-
resented by five (5) delegates: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Geor-
gia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Mexico Association, 
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia. 

2. �From the following district associations, which are entitled to be 
represented by three (3) delegates: Atlantic-Canada, Colorado, 
Iowa, and Mid-Atlantic.

3. �From the following local churches, which are entitled to be repre-
sented by one (1) delegate: Waipahu Free Will Baptist Church of 
Hawaii, the Free Will Baptist Church of St. Croix, Virgin Islands, and 
the Twin Valley Free Will Baptist Church of Wisconsin.

4. �We recommend delegates from the California, District of Arizona, 
David Marks Association, Northeast Association, Northwest Asso-
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ciation, and the Harvest Time Free Will Baptist Church of South Da-
kota be seated upon receipt of fees and/or reports being received.

5. �We recommend that delegates from the countries, state associ-
ations, district associations, and local churches listed above be 
seated for this session, along with other delegates who are properly 
registered.

6. �We recommend that all lay delegates entitled to representation by 
virtue of their positions on standing boards be seated if properly 
registered.

Respectfully Submitted by the Credentials Committee:
David Taylor, AR (Chairman)
Rickie Holstein, WV
Glenn Poston, TN
Daniel Edwards, IN
Larry Reynolds, MS

General Board Report
The General Board of the National Association of Free Will Baptists 
met Monday, July 22, 2019, in Room 212 of the Duke Energy Conven-
tion Center in Cincinnati, Ohio.

As a result of this meeting, we offer the following recommendations:

1. �We heard the reports of the Executive Office, ONE Magazine, and 
Building Services; Welch College; Randall House Publications; IM, 
Inc.; Women Nationally Active for Christ; Free Will Baptist Foun-
dation; North American Ministries; Board of Retirement and Insur-
ance; Historical Commission; Music Commission; Media Commis-
sion; Commission for Theological Integrity; and Budget Committee. 
We recommend their reports be received and budgets adopted.

2. �We recommend Dr. Edward E. Moody, Jr. as the new executive 
secretary.

3. �We recommend Charleston, West Virginia, for the July 19-22, 
2026, convention.
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Nominating Committee Report

Home Missions
2025	 Replacing Jeff Jones (NC)..........................................Jeff Jones (NC)
	 Replacing Frank Webster (MO).................... Frank Webster (MO)
	 Replacing Frank Wiley (OK).................................Frank Wiley (OK)

IM, Inc.
2024	 Replacing Robert Posner (TX)..........................Casey Cariker (OK) 
	 Replacing Danny Gasperson (NC)................ Darren Walker (NC)

Board of Retirement
2025	 Replacing Rick Cason (GA).................................Lance Boyer (MO)
	 Replacing Mike Gladson (OH)...............................Don Myers (MI)
	 Replacing Randy Wilson (OK)..........................Randy Wilson (OK)

Free Will Baptist Foundation
2025	 Replacing Donnie Miles (SC).............................. Brent Patrick (VA)
	 Replacing Hubert Stafford (GA)...................Hubert Stafford (GA)
	 Replacing Wendell Walley (CA)....................... Corey Minter (TN)

Commission for Theological Integrity
2024	 Replacing Thomas Marberry (OK)..........Thomas Marberry (OK)

Historical Commission
2024	 Replacing Robert E. Picirilli (TN)..................Robert E. Picirilli (TN)

Music Commission
2021	 Replacing Donnie Burke (GA)............................Joshua Riggs (OK)
2024	 Replacing Kevin Justice (NC).............................Kevin Justice (NC)

Media Commission
2024	 Replacing Josh Owens (TN).................................Josh Owens (TN)

General Board (2022)
Alabama (replacing Danny Williams).................................Danny Williams
Arizona (replacing John Gibson).................................................John Gibson	 
Arkansas (replacing David Taylor)...........................................   David Taylor
Assn. Mexico (replacing Luis Felipe Tijerina)...............Luis Felipe Tijerina
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Atlantic-Canada (replacing Oral McAffee)............................ Oral McAffee
California (replacing Mike Kilcrease).....................................Mile Kilcrease
Colorado (replacing Mark Thomas).............................................Terry Miller
David Marks Heritage (replacing Tom Jones) ............................Tom Jones 
Florida (replacing Allan Austin).................................................. Allan Austin
Georgia (replacing Tim Horne)......................................................Rick Cason
Idaho (replacing Gene Kissinger)
Illinois (replacing David Shores)................................................David Shores

Executive Committee (2022)
Replacing David Taylor (AR)..............................................David Taylor (AR)
Replacing Danny Williams (AL)..................................Danny Williams (AL)
Replacing David Shores (IL)................................................David Shores (IL)

General Officers
Moderator: Replacing Tim York (TN).................................... Tim York (TN)
Asst. Moderator: Replacing William Smith (GA)..... William Smith (GA)
Clerk: Replacing Randy Bryant (FL)..................................Randy Bryant (FL)
Asst. Clerk: Replacing Ernie Lewis (IL).................................Ernie Lewis (IL)	

Nominating Committee 
Tommy Swindol (TN), Chairman
Will Beauchamp (FL)
Will Harmon (AR)
Stan Bunch (MO)
Merle Jordan (AL)
Jay Baines (VA)
Larry Reynolds (MS)
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NAFWB Revitalization Department Feasibility Study  
Committee Report
Esteemed brethren, church revitalization is a constant need for the 
local church. Pastors, congregations, and local associations are encour-
aged to refer to this committee’s 2018 statement and seek input from 
the Free Will Baptist Rekindle ministry as well as materials provided 
by North American Ministries. There are no new developments to be 
reported by this committee.

Stanley Bunch, Chairman
	

Convention Registration Report

National Convention
National Board/Commission Member ..................................................... 55
Local Church Delegate ..................................................................................44
NAFWB Attendee .................................................................................... 2,988
Ordained Deacon ........................................................................................... 76
Ordained Minister .........................................................................................512
State Delegate ..................................................................................................57
Total ...................................................................................................3,732

Vertical 3
V3 Attendee ............................................................................................... 1,855
V3 Child Attendee ....................................................................................... 109
V3 Grades 1-3 ................................................................................................256
V3 Grades 4-6 ..............................................................................................305
V3 Grades 7-12 ..............................................................................................668
V3 Preschool Worship ................................................................................ 106
Total .................................................................................................. 3,299

Unique:..............................................................................................4,447
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Obituary Committee Report (Ministers)

Alabama
Leon Orr 
Ray Ritch

Arkansas

Ray Boggs 
Delbert Hodges, Sr. 
Jerry D. Taylor

Florida

John Johnson 
Chuck Theall

Georgia

Walter Daniels 
Keith Horn

Illinois

Marcellus Leonard

Missouri

John William Cooper 
John Cross 
Greg McAllister 
Ken Reiter 
Wes Rider 
Nolan Stogsdill

North Carolina

Earl Bittle 
Clayton Burch 
Bob Cable 
James Dixon 
Jack Lassiter 
Ted Reynolds 
Gordon Sebastian

Ohio

Glen Bobst 

Keith Burt  
Emil Cartee 
Lewis Copley  
Brynton Ben Gibson 
Elmer Huff 
Paul Oppy 
Paul Parsons 
J.O. Stevens 
James Thacker 
Densil Wright

Oklahoma
Charles Bigger 
Troy Dobbs 
Dan Farmer 
Jim Haas 
Bill Haddox 
Winfred Lowe 
Larry Montgomery

South Carolina
Mark Leonard

Tennessee
Ronald G. Edwards 
Glenn Hoilman  
George Johnson 
Roy Lee Lester 
Jack Taylor

Texas
Bobby Joe Davis

West Virginia
Kenneth Cooper 
Herman Dingess, Sr. 
Luther Morgan 
Alan R. Terry 
Lowell Walls
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2019 Resolution Committee Report 

The Resolution Committee hereby presents three proposed resolutions: 

1. �From the North Carolina Association of Free Will Baptists:
Whereas, we believe that all human life has been endowed by our  
Creator with essential value; and 

Whereas, we believe all human beings are made in the image and like-
ness of God; and 

Whereas, since Roe v. Wade was made law in 1973 in excess of 
62,500,000 abortions have taken place in America, and 

Whereas, states have introduced legislation that would allow abor-
tions up to the 40th week of pregnancy (including post-birth abortion 
murder), and 

Whereas, the taking of innocent human life is disdained and condemned 
in God’s Holy Word,  

Therefore, be it resolved that the National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists stand firmly against abortion, at any period of pregnancy; 

Be it further resolved that, as the National Association of Free Will Bap-
tists, we encourage our pastors to both teach and preach that abortion 
is nothing short of murder and is therefore to be condemned from the 
pulpits of this association; 

Be it further resolved that we encourage our ministers, teachers, and 
ministry leaders to address this issue in their classes and youth groups. 

2) From the Missouri State Association of Free Will Baptists:
Whereas, the National Association of Free Will Baptists is an entity that 
has been blessed and benefited by numerous servants on local, state, 
and national boards and committees, and 

Whereas, term limits are generally observed for general officers in state 
associations, board members or national departments, and members of 
the Executive Committee; and 

Whereas, the denomination is served well by utilizing a breadth of  
persons of various backgrounds across time; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that we request that the Executive Committee of the National 
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Association of Free Will Baptists research the feasibility for setting term 
limits for the annually elected general officers, and that the research 
information be presented to the General Board at the 2020 convention 
for consideration and action if needed. 

3) �From the Executive Committee, National Association of Free Will 
Baptists:
Whereas Executive Secretary Keith Burden has led the Executive Office 
of the National Association of Free Will Baptists with a high degree of 
integrity for 17 years; and 

Whereas, Keith Burden has led the denomination to greater unity; and 

Whereas, the Executive Office has remained without scandal or blemish 
during Keith Burden’s time in office; and 

Whereas, Keith Burden’s leadership has resulted in a financial turn-
around of more than $1.6 million dollars; therefore, be it 

Resolved that members of the National Association of Free Will Baptist 
extend profound gratitude to Keith Burden for his godly leadership, his 
wife Debbie Burden for her service in the Executive Office, and his family 
for their support and sacrifice. 

Be it further resolved the National Association honor Keith and Debbie 
Burden during a reception at the 2020 convention in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. 

Respectfully Submitted by the Resolutions Committee:
Mark Price (OH), Chairman 
Josh Baer (NC) 
Bruce Barnes (VA) 
David Shores (IL) 
Kenny Simpson (MO)
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2019 Vertical Three Conference Final Report

Registration
V3 Attendee ............................................................................................... 1,855
V3 Child Attendee ....................................................................................... 109
V3 Grades 1-3 ................................................................................................256
V3 Grades 4-6 ..............................................................................................305
V3 Grades 7-12 ..............................................................................................668
V3 Preschool Worship ................................................................................ 106
Total .................................................................................................. 3,299

Competitive Activity Entries
Entries:  976 (increase of 70 from 2018)
Competitors:  1,991 (increase of 187 from 2018) 

ENGAGE Leader Network Seminars
Total Number:  82 Seminars

Serve the City
• �128 care bags assembled containing personal care items and 

non-perishable foods.
— �70 of these care bags were given out on the streets of Cincinnati 

plus $335 in McDonald gift cards.
— �The remaining 58 bags were delivered to the Bethany House Shel-

ter serving families from many walks of life. They offer different 
programs to families including shelter, food, and clothing.

• �10 volunteers served Matthew 25 Ministries, a disaster relief  
organization.

• �Nine volunteered at Free Stone Food Bank, boxing food to go out to 
food pantries, soup kitchens, and homeless shelters.

• �The annual blood drive was held in Duke Energy Convention Center.
• �Praise the Lord for one saved. His name is Frederick and has been on 

the streets for five years!
• �Volunteers prayed with 40 people with various needs and requests.
• �A basket was prepared for Landen Johnson, a patient in the Cincin-

nati Children’s Hospital. Landen is the son of Luke Johnson, pastor of 
Highland Drive Free Will Baptist Church in Lincolnton, North Carolina.
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Buck-A-Week
• �Tuesday evening offering: $6,764.10
• �Ministries receiving funds from this year’s Buck-A-Week:  

—�North American Ministries: Clayton & Tammy Hampton/Josh & 
Kimberly Hampton (church planters to Missoula, Montana)

—�IM, Inc: Steve and Lori Torrison (missionaries to Uruguay)

Total Truth & Peace Participants 
• �147 students and �14 sponsors 
• �Total of 161 participants

Youth Evangelistic Team  
• �13 students and sponsors: Mike and Bethany Lewis
• �Traveled 3,110 miles across 10 states
• �Led worship in six churches and participated in two service projects in 

NAM church plants.

Vertical 3 God Moments : A Surprising Story of Service and Providence

 A FWB missionary brought a father and his five-year-old daughter  
(internationals) to the Vertical Three preschool worship on Sunday. The 
father was naturally concerned that his young daughter be safe and 
comfortable in the unfamiliar surroundings. Since she did not speak En-
glish, he asked if he could stay with her in the preschool worship room. 

 The preschool worship leader explained that only people who had 
been trained and preapproved through a background screening process 
were allowed in the room with all the preschoolers. However, one of 
the Truth & Peace (T&P) student leaders looked up and recognized the 
young girl—and called her by name.

The T&P student leader had worked in her church earlier in the summer 
with ETEAM. As this introduction was being explained, another T&P 
student leader who also served on ETEAM and knew the young girl and 
her family was able to greet her in the language the young girl knew. 

The young girl smiled as she walked into preschool worship to join the 
other five-year-olds. The dad walked away content that his daughter 
would have a good experience. The people who witnessed this God 
moment marveled at the breadth of training and service opportunities 
available to FWB young people and the amazing providence of God to 
orchestrate the circumstances to care for His children.
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2018 Statistical Report, Page One
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2018 Statistical Report, Page Two
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Executive Secretary’s Report
This will be my final report to the National Association of Free Will 
Baptists, Inc. First, I must express my heartfelt gratitude to God for 
His grace and faithfulness during my tenure. I am humbled by the fact 
that the Lord would allow me to serve in this capacity. Needless to say, 
He deserves all of the praise and glory for the things that have been 
accomplished. I want to thank the denomination for giving me the 
opportunity and honor of serving as executive secretary for the past 17 
years. I appreciate the confidence you have placed in me and the way 
you have followed and supported my leadership. I am indebted to those 
who have opened their pulpits and homes to me as I have traveled 
representing the executive office.

I would be remiss if I did not mention how much I have come to admire 
and respect the men and women who lead our various national minis-
tries. Few can understand or appreciate the level of commitment or the 
amount of personal sacrifice that is required to shoulder the responsi-
bility they carry.

The Executive Office staff deserves more recognition and commenda-
tion than I am capable of giving them for the invaluable contribution 
they have made to this ministry. Their labor for the kingdom and loyalty 
to both me and the denomination speak volumes of their Christian 
character and servant spirit.

The members of the executive committee have served as trusted 
advisors and the voice of reason during my years of service. These 
godly men have looked out for the best interest of the denomination 
while helping chart a course for the future. They have been more than 
colleagues in ministry…they are my friends and brothers in Christ.

Last, but certainly not least, I am compelled to acknowledge the love 
and encouragement I have received from my family. Without their 
prayers and support I would never have been able to make the transi-
tion from the pastorate to denominational leadership. I look forward to 
spending the remaining years of my life and ministry near the ones who 
mean so much to me.

I am grateful for the progress that has been made since 2002. Our 
movement has achieved a greater spirit of unity. We now have a suc-
cessful denominational publication in ONE Magazine. The annual na-
tional convention continues to add components that meet the growing
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needs of attendees. There is greater financial stability in the executive 
office and its related ministries. A program of church revitalization has 
been developed to assist struggling churches.

Yet, in spite of all that has been accomplished there is still much to 
be done. It is my hope and prayer that you will be as supportive of my 
successor and this office as you have been of me.

Again, thank you for the privilege of being your servant. God bless Free 
Will Baptists.

Keith Burden, CMP, Executive Secretary
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