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PROCEEDINGS 
• 

Thursday-9:00 A. M. 

MeeU.n,g was called to order by the ModeTa.to.r , Rev. 
W.illar d C . Day. 

l 

Singing led by J une George with Shirley Day at the piano. 

Hymns, ·' 'Standing On the \Pr.omise-:>" and "The G locy
land Way." 

!Opening remarks by the Moderator . 

Scriptur·e reading, Romans .5, 1.;1•0 . 

Sol-o, "L ord's IPwyer" by June George. 

IPraY.er by !Rev. E7!r.a iButts . 

1Rev. !Homer Smith was appointed assistant clerk. 

Pulpit committee appointed as f,oUows: Sister Laur ine 
Maxwell, 1DeaC<J1nt~ IBUJTl :Haliburton and !Riley Hutsell. 

A committee on .credentials was appointed .as follows : 
Rev. Albert Brook, R ev. E;zra Irutts and Rev. G. <E. Hutsell.. 

Registratiion of ·standin.g delegatei>. 

By-laws read by the assistant clerk . 

Con•s•titution read by the clerk. 

Hymn, "There Is a !Fountain ." 

A few minutes were spent in testimony meeting. 

Hymn, "Ama:zi·n1g •Grace." 

The credentials committee reported favorably on the fol
lowing churches: Mtn. Valley , Pleasant Home, IUn~on, Mt. 
•Zion No . . 2, Pleasant H~ll , Union Chapel , Mt. Pisgah, 
P leasant Gr·ove, Dutch Chapel, Mtn. Grove, ;Number One, 
.Faith •and' Hope, Happy Ridg.e INo. '1, ·Hartville, Wolf Creek, 
N ew :Rock Springs. 
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<Moti•on carried to accept repor\ and tSeat the delegates. 

>Delegates registered and given hand of feHoweh ip. 

Comm ittees wer;e a•ppo•inted .as f0Hows: Temrp<eran.ce, Stan
ley L etterman, 1L eona11d Keys and Willie Atherton. 

Observance of Sabbath, H omer Smith, Martha Letter
m a::J. and Warren Walls. · 

Leagu e, Mar.ga.ret Walls, 'Mart'ha Coffman and Fern D ooffils 

O bituary, .S i€ter a=tiley !Hutsell, iBessie Keys and 13essie 
H0gue. 

raus iness, Luther Coope.r, Lester Lawler, Charley Franklin·, 
W. L. Atherton and Austa ReevetS. 

Financial r eport on Youth Oamp ·cabin g.iven by iBro. 
Albert ·Brook. 

Donations were ·given to pay off the $31.75· indebtedness 
on the cabim· at the State Youth Camrp. 

Ministers C0nference discuS€ed. Proposed by-law.s were 
read. The discu€tS ion to be continued on Friday . 

Mot i0n carried for business s essi.on to l'>tand adjourned 
unti l 1:0•0 p. m. 

B enedictio.n by iBr·o. Willard D ay. 

11:00 A. M. Worship Service 

Hymn, "'Where The Soul Never Dfes." 

rSol<o, "ll'd Rather I:!'ave !J esus" .by June 'Geol'lge. 

iPrayer by Rev. G <eorge W. :Scott. 

S criP,ture reading, ,I saiah 59, 1-1·2. 

a=tev. \LeiS ter Lawler 'brought a very fine message Ut>ilfl1g 
for a text, "Chr ist the only escape fr.om sin." 

Benediction by the cle rk. 

Thursday, 1:00 P. M. 

:Hymn, ",I'U Unde.rstand It !Better By and iBy." 

Scripture reading Matthew 6, 19•23 by assistant m0der
ator. 
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/Prayer by Bro. Stam·ley L etterman. 

Pulpit committee ·retported that Rev. George W. pcoH 
would •bring the message at 2:00 p. m . and Rev. William 
:Re·eves wo·uld bring the evening message. 

Regictration ·Of dele·gates. 

Continuation of discussion on •OI'!gatn~·zm,g a ministe.r 's 
conference. ·M·otion car.ried to organize a minister 's -confer
ence ·Of Mission Association. 

Committee a•ppointed to formulate pratgram and plans as 

followtS: Homer Smith, Howard G. :Bar.r and G. E . Hutsell. 

Talk by :Bro. WHliam Reeves, superviso-r of State Youth 
Camp. 

Hymn, "I'd Rather .Be An Old Time Christian." 

Duet, "Old Fashioned Meeting" by Bro. and Sister 
Hogue. 

Prayer •by Bro. Ezra J3·utts. 

A very inspiring message was rendered tby !Rev. George 
W. Scott, using fo.r a text, "What Thin.g Ye of Chrht?" 

Call for •report of :bwsiness committee. 

l •tem No. 1. To amend article !No. 3 of' constitution to in· 

elude deacons' wives as standing delegates . .&ccordinlg to 

Article No. 10 of constitution any contemplated change 

must be read and .placed .on table Ol!l•e day :previou6 to the 

time the vote is taken. The .,note to be taken. on Friday. 

Prog.ram and by-laws ·of minister 's conference read by 
G . E. Hutsell, member of c·ommittee. Motion carried to 
adopt report. 

Motion car-ried to appoint a committee to •get 'beds fo.r 
c;abin at State Youth Camp. ·committee .a.ppointed as :fol
lows: Leonard Keys, [..ester Lawler and Elmer ·Ellington. 

Motion carried to accept report of Executive !Board. 

Rev. Homer :Smith was .re"€lected as member of Execu

tive B<Jard for a period of .five years. 
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Motion 'carried to receive 1Rev. C. n . 'F imdley as membe.r 
·Of MiJ;,sion Association and ,give him a yearly certificate. 

M-otion carried for 'business session to stand adj<O-urned 
un til 9:00 a. m. Friday. 

Benediction .by Bro. G . E . Hutsell. 

Thursday, 7:30 P. M. 

Singin.g led ~Y Hershel F-reeman, with Mns. Hershel 
Freeman at the piano. 

Hymns, "I L ove My Savior Too" and "There' ll Be Shout
' in g ." 

Prayer by IBro. ,J ,ohn B aker. 

Hymn, ' \Home of Tthe 'Soul." 

Picture slides <Of State Youth Camp shown by Rev. ·Wil-
l iam Reeves. 

Hymn, ''l!'d Rather Have tJ esus ," 
Scripture read·ing Mark 10: 17-·22. 

A good message was rendered by ·Rev. Williams Reeves 
·us in,g for a text, '\What Shal1 1I Do?" 

B ene-d iction by Rev. H omer Smith. 

Friday. 9:00 A . ~. 
• 

Sin,ging led tby Lois Freeman with Mns. IHer.shel F.reernan 
at ·the piano. 

Hymns, ' \Some 1Glad !Da5·" and "Am>ywhe1 e h Home." 
Scripture readi-ng, Ephesians 4, read ·by the tASISistant 

Moderator . 

Prayer by !Rev. ,Erm·est L ight. 
C all fo r commi-ttee r eports . 

Motion car.ried to adopt .report of Observance of' Sab-
bath committee. 

-Mo,ti-on -car:ried to adopt r€'port of L eague Committee. 
Moti<On ·carried to ado.pt report of Temperance committee. 
Motion •car.ried to accept report of Obituary committee. 
Motion -carried to- accept Sunday School report. 

Motion carried to .receive Rev. E-rnest lLight into the 
Mi.s.s ion A<ssocia,ti-cn and give him a yearly certif-icate. 
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Statistical report by statistician. Motion carriel to ac
·cept re1port. 

Cor·responding de legates elected as f·ollows: 
Cave Springs Association. Motion ·carried to repo.rt by 

letter. 
,J,ndian Creek •Association. Motion carried to report by 

letter. 
L iberty ASlSociation. Bro. and Sister Homer .Smith. 
Missour i ASlSociation of General Baptists- 'Br.o. and Sis

ter ·Riley \Hutsell. 
Harmony Association. ·Bro IH'omer Smith and B ro. 'Leon

a.rd Keys. 
MiSlSouri State Association. M·otion carried for pastors 

to select delegates . 
Call f·or requests. 
No .. 1. The Wo.U Creek ·Church reques·ted that 'the next 

Association meet with their cihurch. 'Request granted . 
No. 2. That the 1Association get some letter forms print

·ed. Motion .carried for the cle!I'k of the Alssociation to .get 
for= ·Printed for all ch-urch.es belon·ging to Miss ion Asso
ciation. 

The credentials committee Tepoct·ed fav•nrable on New 
Home Church. Moti-on carried to aecept report and seat 

ele.gates. 

Registration of Delegates: 

Motion car.ried for 'business se1ssion to adi·ourn until 1:00 
p.m. 

Benediction by Bro. Jim Coffman. 

11:00 O'clock Worship Service 

Hymns, "Lord Send Me" and "tit W<m't Be Very Long." 
IPrayer ·by J3:r.o. F1loyd Roberts. 
Hym'n', "Just Over ,IN The IGloryland." 
Scripture reading St. John 11·0, ·4"5. 
Rev. Ezra Butts delivered a good spiritual message , usirug 

fm· a text, "Surely there iJs a vein for the silver, and .a oplace 
for gold where 11!hey find it." 

Hymn, "When The Redeemed ~re Gathering 'In." 
Assistant Moderator called for Christian handshake. 
J3enedictiOtn, 1by iModeratO'r. 
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Friday, 1:00 P. M. 

IHymn, "I Guess .I'm J .wst A L i·ttle Old Fashioned." 

Scripture reading, 'Ll Timothy •4. 

.Prayer by t he Moderator. 

Item No. 1. .Presented by the businecss committee the 
•previous day was ta'ken .up at thit; time. Motion car.ried to 
adopt report. 

' 
Hem fN.o . 2. Presented by the business eommittee. After 

discussion, motion ca.rried to adopt treport. 

Officers were elected for the coming year as follows: 

Rev. Homer Smith ... .... ... ....... ................. ...... ........ Moderator 

Rev. Lester Lawler ..... .. ..... .... .. .. ........ Assistant Moderator 

.Rev. G . E . .Hutsell .... ....... .... . To bring associations.! message 

Hev. C. ID. Findley .. ............ .... ....... .... .. ... ....... ... .... Alternate 

\Rev. Herbert V·a•nd i·V'Ort ... .. ...... .... .... ..... ........ ... . statistician 

ICl·erk-Treasw-er· 

Hymn "0 How [ iLov-e J esus." 

Scripture readi•ng St. Mark 1-0 ·read by .Rev. Ernest Li·g·ht. 
B.ro Li·ght brought a very appropriate meS\Satge for the clos
ing of nur Association using for a text, "Opportunity:" 

The delegation ·stood to show their thanks ·and a~p£e

ciation to the <New Rock Springs t:hurch . 

Standing vote of thanks g.i:ven, t o all offkers of Asso
ci-ation, song leaden; and pianists. 

Benediction by the derk. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Sunday School: 

We, yo ur Committee on. Sunday School recommend the 
use of Free W.ill iBaptitst literat-ur.e .and the King James ver
s ion of the Bible. 
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we also !believe jt necessary f\or all teachers and officers 
to be Christians and if possible have some ·teacher's train
ing. 

We ur.ge all parents to take their children to Sunday 
School rather -than send them, and encourage them in t he 
study of the Word of God. ' 

To be prompt and on time at aH serv:ic·es. 

We desire all pastors and mi1n•isten; to co-operate in the 
furtherance of :Sunday School work. 

Temperance: 

We, y our committee on Tempe.rance, submit the follow· 
in.g. 

That we do all we can to discourage the sale and use of 
all .intoxicating beverages and refrain from doing business 
with anyone who seUs it. That we .prot est the advertisinl{ 
of intoxicating beverages .iJn, the newspapers and maga~ines 
that come into our homes. Also tha•t we be " temperate in 
all things." and abstain from all appearance of evil in ·OUr 
daily lives. 

Committee 

Observance of the Sabbath: 

W. •L . Atherton 
Stanley Letterman 
Leonard 'Keys 

' 

We, your committee on Observance of the Sa1blbath sub
mit the fo llow.in,g report : 

Since God commanded that we ·remember t he Sabbath 
day and :keep it holy, we ·rec·ommend that all observe Sun
day the Lord's day by assembling to-gether in worship at 
H is house, and 'that we a'bstain from all worldly amuse
ments and do n ot permit picnicking, :visHing and other ,pleas
ures to keep u.s from our .church services, for !He also· said , 
"Forsa.k,e not t he assembling of yourselv€6 together ." 

Committee 
Homer Smith 

W a·rren Walls 
Martha Letterman 
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League 

We, your committee on League a•gree that all ,Pastor!; 
should encourage and assist in ev·ery way possible in or•gan · 
jzing and maintaining a League in ev.ery ·church. 

We further u.r,ge every church to take an active part in 
·quarterly riillies, yeady .conventions and as many as pos
sible attend our !State League convention. 

Committee 

Obituary: 

Mar.garet ·Walls 
FeJ:n Dooms 
Martha Coffman 

We, your committee on Obituary, submit the following: 

Whereas, it has pleased the Hea~enly F·ather to call from 
laibor to their .reward since ·our last ·ASISociation, the follow
in·g membens: 

Opal Geisler, Zella Cooper, John Hill, ;Mrs. Joe Helms, 
Lewis Coble, Anna Tate, Dona Coxen and :Sister Gale Kis
er . While they are greatly missed in '()Ur churches a;nd 
homes, we submit our will to that of our Heavenly Father, 
who doeth all thin.giS well. 

Committee 

Executive Board: 

Bessie Hogue 
Della !Hutsell 
Bessie Keys 

The Executive B oard of Mission Association met in call 
soosion at Howard !Barr's home April 20, 195'3. 

Wit'h three members pr.esent: Rev. Howard Bar.r , Rev. 
Homer Smith and Deacon Charley !Franklin. 

License Certificate to preach the Gospel for one year was 
extended to EUis L. Craven;s, now of Chica•go, [llinois. 

Signed 
Homer Smith 
'Char.ley Fra;nklin 
Howard Barr 
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The Executive .Board met August 6, 1953 at 'New Rock 
Spr.ings chul'ch , during annual .session of Mission Associa
tion with a.ll members pre•;ent. !Rev. Raymond Smith was 
appointed by the Executive Board to fill the vacancy of 
Bro. Fred Wynn who has left the State. 

Sig·ned 

Bu\3iness: 

Burl Haliburton 
Homer Smith 
Charley F.ranklin 
Howard .Barr 

Item No. 1. Resolved that Article No. 3 of constituti01n of 
lVl ic.sion Association read a15 foHows : 

The ading members of this •Association s'hall be two dele
.gates from each church, chosen by the membens while in 
conference, to-gether wi·t:h all ministers, minU>ter's wives, 
deacons, deacon's wives, and c'hurch and aSISociational 
clerks •belonging to any church composing this .body; also 
three memlbens from each quarterly meeting under the As· 
sociation, two to be ch01;en by eaoh Quarterly meetin.g, and 
the other shall be the clerk of the Quarterly meetihg. 

Committte 
Luther Cooper 
Lester Lawler 
Charley Franklin 

Hem •No. 2. That we as an A·s:sociation take our stand 
openly a•gainst the Standard Revised Version of the iBible. 

' That we would not admit any minister or member to join 
our body or churches who sanctioned it in the least and do 

.all we can to instruct our youth and our churches against 
the dan1ger of the Standard Revised Version of the Bible 
and its use. 

Committee 

Lester Lawler 
W. L. Atherton 
Au.sta !Reeves 
Charley Fran•klin 
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MINISTER'S REPORT 

'W . L . Atherton 
A. A . Hogue 
WiUard IC. Day 
H. B. Smith 
L eonard Keys 
'Raymond Smith 
Lee Maxwell 
Flloyd -Rolberts 
Lester Lawler 
E:zra Butts 
Stanley Letterman 
A. W. !Brook 
Harold Helsley 
H er.bert Vandi<vort 
G. E. Hutsell 
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Ministers Conference: 

We, your committee for: t'he Ministers Conference r.ecom
mend the following: 

11. That we meet in the first session o.f the ministers con~ 

-... ference with the Mtn. Grove dmr.ch on Thursday and 
Thursday ni.ght •before the t<>econd .Sunday in April 1954. 

2. That We, your committee, prepa·re and furnish each 
minister with a :printed program at a later date. 

3. We alt:lo recommend that all deacons be inc·1ude<l in 
the membership of this conference. 

4. That future meeting place lbe determined ·by request o.f 
various churches·. 

Committee 
Homer Smith 
Howard .G . Barr 
G . E. !Hutsell 

CHURCH CLERKS 

Mtn. Valley· .. ......... Letha F·ranklin ......... .iMtn. Grove, R3 
Plea!Sant H<>me No. 1 .... .. .. Mary Bittick .......... Cabool, R-3 
Pleasant Grov·e ........ Amy .Emmerson ...... .. Hartvine, R-1 
Hartville .. ........ .. ........ Nola Williams .............. ... ... !Hartville 
Mt. Pis.gah · ................... Lloyd Walls .................... Cabool, R-2 
Mt. Zion No. 2 ................ Troy McC~eary ........ ... . Hartville 
Wolf Creek ........ ... .... Do·rothy Millsap ........ ..... ... Mansfiel<l 

.Happy Ridge No .. 1 ..... ... Pansy Skinner ...... ...... iNorwootl 
Pleasant Hill .......... ...... Ruth IHickman ............. .. . Hartville 
!Number One ................... !Pearl Reed: ....... ... .. ...... ... Huggins 
Faith and Hope ... ..... Giillie ReevetS ....... . Willow Springs R-3 
Union Chapel . . . ......... . .. . Florence a.vJ:.axville .... .. ... ... ... .Graff 
Mtn. Grove ........ ... ... .. Artha Hutsell ....... ......... Mtn. Grove 
Butch Ohapel ............ ........ Ivy McCoy .. .. ... . ~ .. .... .... Embree 
New Rock Springs ...... ...... L ois Freeman ...... ...... 'Bendavis 
Union .... ... .. ........... ....... Noland Neal .. ...... ........ .... .... Success 
New Home .... ........... . Addie :Long .. ... ........... Hartv'ille R-5 

•--M~ 



MINISTERS AND MINISTER'S WIVES PRESENT 

Willard C. Day .......... .. ... ..... ... ...... .. .... .. ... ............. Mtn. Grove 

A. W. Brook ...... ...... ....... . ..... ..... ......... ...... .... Mtn. Grove 'R·3 
Ezra Butts .... ..... ....... MildTed B-utts .. ..... .... .. ... Huggins 

Raymond Smith ..... ........... ·Ermal Smith .... .. .......... iHUJggims 

G. E . Hutsell ... ...... ..... . Leona iHutoell ........ ........ Mtn. Grove 

Harold Helsley .. ... .. ....... .......... . .... .................. Mansfield 

C . D . 'Fi-ndley ........ ....... Bertha :Findley ...... ..... . ... . Hartville 
Lee Maxwell ...... ... .. ..... Laurine Maxwell ..... ... .. .. 'Bendavis 

Stan:ley Letterma;n ....... . Martha -Letterman ........ Hug.gins 

A . A . Hogue ................. ... Bessie Ho.gue ............. ....... Cabool 

L eonard KeYls ....... ........ Be.ssie Keys .... .... ... ....... M·ansfield 
W. ~- .Atherton .... .. . .... .... Ro~a Atherton ........... . Hug.gins 

!Jester Lawler ............ . .... ................ Hartville 

Howard-· Barr ...... ..... ..... 'Pearl .Bal'r ........ .......... Cabool R-2 
Herbert Vandivort ... .. .. Bessie Vandivort ........ Cabool R-2 

Ernest Li,ght .... Vir-gin-ia Light ........ .... .... Cabool 

G. W. Scott Sr . .................................................. .... Mtn. Grove 
tDon McCoy .... . :. ......... . . . . . . ...... .. ...... ............................... Embree 

Floyd RaberJs .... ................................. .... ................ Elk Creek 

J . J. P cstlewaite ..... ....... Lucy 'Postlewaite ........ Mtn.Grove 

CHURCH CLERKS PRESENT 

Gillie 1R-eeves 
Troy MoCleary 
Lloyd Walls 

Ma-ry Blittick: 
Nola Williams 
<Lois Freeman 

DEACONS PRESENT 

Riley Hutsell 
John Hickman 
Luther Cooper 
El-mer !Ellington 
Oscar Yeager 
Ra:v Hutsell 
J . A. Young 
Jo'hn Baker 

Burl Hali-burton 
.Austa Reeves 

F.ran'k Speqcer 
C'har1ey Franklin 

Troy McCleary 
C. E. Pembrook 
Clif·ford Moles 
Ern•est Maxwell 

'P. J . GTimes Vencie Long 
Woodrow Lawler 
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DELEGATES PRESENT 

Ursie Moore 
Hassie Moles 
Della Hutsell 
Vesta Crewse 
Clara Huff 
Carol Smith 
iFern D oorrus 
'Margaret 'Walls 
Warren Walls 
Ada Y.ooum 
.Noia W:ill-iams 

Chester Bennett 
IP•ansy ·L€.e !Garner 
Audry Curtis 

VISITORS 

Helen . Haney 

!Lula M-cC·oy> 
IM·artha Cofiman 
:Ha.rmon McCart 

Del ia Neal 
Otis iHkk:man 
Mary Bittick 
John McCart 
Mamie Scott 

Mattie Hutsell 
!Daisy Mortonr 

!Imogene !Bennett 
!Frank Smart 
Pauline Long 

Rev. Geo. W. Scott ........... ..... ......... . - .... ... Sister Om a Scott 
Rev. WHliam Rreeves ... ~ ........... .................. . Rev. Ea.rl Carty 
neacon Jim CoffmaJn. ...................... ..... ~ ....... :Sister Coffman 

FINANCIAL REPORT· 

'Balance brought forward ................ ... ... ~ ............. ......... $26.Q'l 
Amount sent in to Association by ~hurches .... ............ $55 .50 

Total ........ .......... .... ...... .................... ... .... .. . ... .......... .... $81.71 

Expenditures: 

!Balance 'Pirinting of Minutes ................ ........................ $52.50 

Printing of 500 letter forms ............................ ................ 7:50 

iPaid clerk 

Balance in treasury 

--1·6~ 

.. 20.00 

'$80.00 

$1.71 



I 

ORDER tOF BUSINESs-

1. This Associatio.n• rsmall open at 9:00· o'clock, Thursday 
bef·ore the Se00nd Sunday in August. 
·2. Moderator calls Association to,gether . 
3. !Re,gistration of stand·ing d-elegates. 
4. Appo.intment of Credentials Committ-ee. 
5. !Call for :report of C:red e nti alis Committee. 
6. rSeatin.g o,f delegates. 

7. [nvite all Chrhs1lians to ·si t in council. 
8. Call for correspondin'g letters and registration of visit-

ing ministers . 

9. Call for r etport of Exe•cutive Board. 
10. tEl,ect one member on E.xecutive Board. 
11. Call for ministe:r'IS' written report . 
12. Miscellaneous bus·iness . 
13. Call for report of .cor.respondiillg delegates. 
14. Call for report of all committees. 
15. Se lect place for next amnual sesrsion. 
16. E1ect otfficertS. 
17. A cllj.ourn wi·th pTa·yer. 

CONSTITUTION 

Pream'ble: From ·e~perience, we the Free WHl Baptist 
Churches, in .order to form a mor e perfect un·ion and that 
we may affiliate ou:rsel'V·es with other !Free Will Baptist 
1bodies , J:lave come together and or.ganized into an Associa
tion. 

1. Thirs- association shall be called· Mission Association 
.of \Free Will \Baptis•ts and shall •be composed of •such well 
regulated Qua•rterly Meetings and IChur·ches as may embody 
themsel ves ·under this conrs1;i tutiom·. 

2. It shall ,be the purpose of this ·Or,ganization to coop
ate with the Mission State and National Associations in 
their effortiS' to 'comlbine and direct the e nergies ·of the 
Free Will !Baptist Ch>U!rch, for the promotion ·of Home and 
Fo·r ei,gn Missions, Christian E ducation, Sunday IS·chool 
Free Will \Baptist L eague, and L adies Auxiliary, amd for 
the extension of the Kingdom of God· in .general. 
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3. The adin1g members of this a 819opiation shall be two 
delegates from each ·churrch, ·Cihosen 'by the members while 
in cQnfer•enc.e, together with all ministers, m •inister's wives, 
deaconiS', deacon's wives, and chuflch and as·sociational 
clerks belong~mg to any ·Church .composi-ng this .body; also 
three members from eaeh Quarterly Meeting under the 
As.:~o ciatio•n, two to be chosen by each Quarterly Meeting, 
a nd ~he ot1he·r shall .be the Clerk of the Quarterly Meeting. 

4. The orffi·cers of this aJO'Sociation shall consist of a 
Moderator, an Assistant Moderator, a C lerk and Treas 
urer, (who s:hall superintend the printiilJg of the minutes) 
each of whom shall be elected· at the closing of each regu
lar lS'ession rund s•hall ihold their offices ·until their succes
sors a~e e lect·ed:. The Clerk shall receive Twenty ($20.00 
for :his or her service. 

5. An Executive Board eornposed of f ive members, 
consisting of three m inisters and two deaconi5', w:hose duty 
shall 1be to transa·ct the business of this assiQciation when 
this B ody ls not in sa,L>ion, w.hos·e term .of office shall 
•be as fo llows: One f or 1 year, one :fO'r · 2 years, one for 
3 yea·rs, one for 4 yea~s. and o.n.e for 5 years, and at the 
exopiration of .each of these terms one !Shall be elected 
for a term of 5 yearn, who shall hold ·office until his suc
cessor is elected, further: if any vacancies occur between 
s·essions of this .Association the ~oard ,s:tali fill such vacan
cies u ntil the next session of this Association. 

6. Any regularly organiz-ed Free 'Will B aptist Ch•urch or 
QuaTterly Meeting, maintainitn.g Gospel ord er, agreeing 
with the denominati on in doctrine , in favor of ·benevolent 
·enterpri.se1s•, ·such as Sunday Sehools, Missions, Temper· 
ance and Education, may be r ·eceived into this •association lby 
presentilntg a petition asking to be received, and by a m?.jor· 
ity vote of this· Association. 

' 7. This .AISsociation shall have power to discipline its 
churches, exclude them for disorderly conduct, if labor 
proves •UillS·U·ccessful , ·ordain deaccns, to ncense or ordain 
ministen£>, •such as give evidence of being qualit ied a n d call
ed of God, by request of the church to which some m-em
!bers •belong; to settle ques•tions of disci>pline and 
doctrin e as t he Churches or Quarterly Meetings may refer 
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to it; to make any rules amd ,by-Jaws necels,sary to its 
regulations and not inconsistent with its ronstitution, put 
in no case shaU this Association J"everse a decision of 
one of its churches or 'Quarterly Meetings, nor in .any 
way interfere with its inte.nna l regulations, nor hold any 
ecclesiastical autho<rity o\"er the Churches or Quarterly 
Meeting.s composing the Association. 

18. E:ach session of this Association shall con\"ene an
nually ,beginning on Thursday at 9:,00 a. m . before t he 
2nd. !Sunday jn August and adJjourrm, at 4:·00 p . m. on Fri
day, and shall be held with only such ·churches as call for 
it 1by \"Ote of th•e church w<hU.e in ·Con£erence, and this 
shall ·be decided by a majo<rity of all ...O tes cast. 

9. The. Moderator or .&>sistant Modera"tor shall call the 
association in s.e~sion, a,nd in their a.bsence the chair
man -of the Executive Boar-d s•hall ta~e charg.e, and in :his 
absence any member of the Executive Board shall take 
char!ge until a 1Mo:derator is elected·. 

10. '!'his Cc.nstitution may ·be amended .or chang,ed at 
any regular .session of thiJSJ body, .by a two"thirds vote, af
ter notice of contemplated ohange has been read and 
pla·ced om. the t alble one day .Previous to t he time the vote 
i1s taken . 

BY-LAWS 

1. All 1busine,ss meetings shall be O'P,ened by siru~ing, 
reading a .portion of God 's word and pr.ayer, and shall be 
clo1~ed· with prayer. 

,2. Seven members from 'three or more churches ehall 
constitute a quolfum for the tran,saction o£ hus'ines·s. 

3. Any ruling of the Moderator may be over-r.uled: by a 
m ajority vote of the membens present. 

4. This Asso·ciation may corre:;.pond 'by messenger or 
otherwise with other religious bodies. 

5. This Association shall !Sit with open doors except 
when it shall g.o into committee as a whole. 

6. Any member of this body may appeal from. the 
decision of the Moderator to the Association and by a 
majority V·Ote therein, the objection shall be ~:ms.tained or 
r ejected. 

- 19-



7. The Moderator IS'hall stop all discussions wheJn not 
carried on in a Christian spirit. 

8. No member of this Association will be allowed to 
speak more than ten minutes nor more than twice on the 
same subject without ,permission: of the Moderator. 

9. Anyone desiring to speak IS'hall rise to his feet and 
address the Moderator by the appelation, "!Brother Mod
erator," but shall not speak further until reco•gni:red by the 
Moderator. 

10. All •business, except routine, shall ,,be .brought be
fore the body by committees, but .&'horuld any commi·ttee re
fuse or fail to ,preiSent to this body any busin•ess .given to 
it . by any member of this Association, then such business 
may be presented to the .body •by .any membe.r but cannot 
be discussed· uri lesos by a vote of this body. 

11. All officers of this Association shall be l!lominatecl 
from the floo-r and e lected by a V'Ote. 

12. All committees shall •be appointed 'by the Mocle.r
ator, but any appointment may be ·Changed ·by a majgrity 
vote of this body. 

13. A majority of all votes cCliSt shall be final upon all 
subjects except the Constitution and B y-L aws, then it 
shall require a two-thirds majority. 

14. Chur·ches of the Mission .Association shall not call 
a pastor who d oes not have a yearly certificate. 

15. Each minister in .g.oocl staondin,g shall be ,gi·ven a 
yearly certificate. 

16. These By-Laws may be amended o.r chan.g.ed at any 
r egular or adJjourned session of this At;sociation by a vote 
of the Association. 

·ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. The Bible. 'Dhe Scriptures of · the Old and New 

Testaments were ·given by jnspiration of God, and are our 
infallible ruie of faith and practice. 

2. God. There is one living al!ld true God, rev:earled in 
nature as the Creator, IPrese.rver, and 1Rioghteow; G overnor 
of the universe; and in the Scr.iptures as Father, Son, and 
Holy Gihost, yet as <>ne God, infinitely wise and good, 
whom all intellig·ent creatur.eiS are supr·emely to love, 
adore, and obey. 
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3 . .Christ. Christ is !God manifetlt in the <flesh; in His 
divine nature truly God, in His human nature truly man. 
T.he mediator between God and man, once cr.ucified, He is 
now r.i&sen and .glor.ified, and is our •ever present Savio·r 
and Lord. 

4. The Holy Spirit. The Scriptures assign to the Holy 
Spirit all the attributes of God. 

!Y. The Oovemment of God. G;od exercises a 
benevolent providence over all beings and .au 

wise and 
things by 

maintainin.g the constitution and laws of nature. He also 
perforrn.s special acts, not otherwise provided fur, as the 
highe!<t welfare of men requires. 

·6. The Sinfulness of Man. Man was created i<nnocent, 

but by disobedience fell into a state of sin and condemna
Ucn. His posterity, theref•ore inherit a fallen nature of such 
tendencies that all who come to years of accountability 
sin, and become guilty before God. 

7. The •Work of Christ. The Som of God by iHie incar
nation, life, suffering, death and resurrection effec'ted for 
a ll a redemption from sin that is full and free and is the 
ground of salvation by fa.ith. 

·8. The Terms of Salvation . The conditions of salvation 

are: 11. Repenta•n·ce or sincer·e sor.row for sin and hearty 
renu~ciation of it. 2 . • Faith or the unreserved committal of 
one's self to Chr.ist as Savio.ur and Lord with purpose to 
love ·and obey Him in all things. •In the exercise of saving 
faith and ·soul itS renewed by the Holy Spirit, freed from 
the dominion of s i1n and 'becomes a child of God. 3. Con
t inuance in faith and ·obedience until death. 
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9. \Election. God determined from the beginning to sav~ 
all who should comply with the conditions of salvation. 
H~mce by faith in Chlrist men · become His el-ect. 

;1·0. Freedom of the Will. The huma·n· will is free and 
self-controlled, having pow.er to yield to the influence of 
the truth and the Spirit, or to rooist them and perish. 

1.1 . Salvation rFree. God desh-es the salvation of all, the 
Gospel invites all, the Holy Spirit strives with all, and 
whosoever will may come and take of the waters of lHe 

freely. 

11.2. Perseverance. All believers .in · Chlrist, who through 
. grac-e pensevere holiness to the end of life, have pr.omirl!e 
of ·eternal salvati•on. 

11,3, Gospel Ordinances. lB:A!PTri&M, or the immersion 
of believers .in water, and the 'LOR[)'S SrU•P!P·ER, are ordin
ances to be perpetuated under the Gospel; FIEIET WASIH:IING 
an ordinance .teaching humility, of univensral obligation, 
and to. ·be ministered to all t-rue believers. 

·14. Tithing. God commanded .tither~! and ·offerings in the 
Old Testament; Jesus Chris•t indorsed it in ·the Gospel 
(Matt. 123:'23 ,) and the apostle Paul said , "Upon the first 
day of the .week let every one of you lay by him in st-ore 
a•s God hath prospered him." ·0: Cor. 11·6-2.) 

11'5. The Christian Sabbath. The divine law .require. 
.that rone day in seven be set apart from secular employ
ments, and amusemenoo, for rest, worship, holy works a!!ld 
·activities, and for personal .commun•ion with God. 

11r6. Resurrectioon, Judgment and Final Retribut-ion. 

T.he Scriptures teach .the :resurrectiron of all men 9t ·the las·t 
day. They that have done .good will come forth to the 
rresurrecti-on of life, and they that have done evil unto 
the resuNectioor of damnation; then the wicked wHl ".go 
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
ete-rnal life." 



CHURCH COVENANT 

Havin.g given ourselves to God, by faith in Ohrhs•t, and 
atlopted the W·ord of God as our. rule of faith and practice, 
we now ,give ·ounselves to one another by the will of God 
in this .solemn . covenant. 

We promise by His ,grace to love and obey Him in all 
things, to avoid all appearam.ces of evil, to abstain from 
all 6inful amusements and unholy confol'mity to the 
world, from all sanction .of the use and sale of intoxicating 
•beverages, and to "provide things honest .in the si·ght of 
all men." 

We agree faithfully to discha!'lge our <J·bligation in ref
erence to the study ·of the .Scriptures, secret prayer, 
family devotio1ns and 6'0dal worshi·p; and by self-denial, 
faith, and ,good works endeavor to ",g,row in .grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour J esus Christ." 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves to
gether for ·Church conferences; public worship, and the ob
Ger·vance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay 
according to our ability ·for the support of the church, of 
its poor, and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Ghristia1n admonition and reproof 
with meekness, and to watch over one another in love, 
endeavoring to ' 1keep the unity of the Spirit" in the 
bonds of peace, ·to be careful of one another's happiness 
and reputation, and seek to strengthen the weak, en
coura.ge the afflicted, admonish the ·erring, as far as 
we are able promote the success of the ·chu.rch and of the 
Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and 
Christian obligations and enterprises supreme; ·couri·ting 
in our ·chief busine.siS in life to extend the influence of 
Christ in society; constantly :prayi1ng and toiling that the 
Kingdom of God may come, and Hit; will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 

To this end we a,gree to labor for the promotion of edu
cational and denominational enterprises, the support of 
MisGions, the success of Sunday schools, the evam!gelistic 
efforts for the salvation of the World. And may the God oi 
peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blamele&ss unto 
the coming of o•ur .Lord Jesus Christ. 








