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MINUTES 

SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION 

OF 

MISSION ASSOCIATION 

OF 

FREE WILL .BAPTISTS 

HELD WITH THE 
WOLF ·CREEK CHURCH ;NEA•R MANSFIELD, MISSOURI. 

BEGINNING ON THURISDAY MORNING, AUGUST 5, 1954 

OFFICERS 

M·cd er.ator ... . . . ... ..... .... ......................... !Rev. Homer Smith 

A..ssistant Mccile ra•tor .. .. .... .... ... .. ... ... .... ..... .. ~Rev . Lester L.awler 

Clerk- Treas ure•r ........ .. ....... .. ... .... ......... ...... .. ·.· ···· ··· [,Joyd W!alls 

.Assistan t Clerk...... . .... ......... !Rev . A. W. Br .o·ok 

iDerucon Rlay Hutsell ...... ........ .. ........ ..... .... ·· ······ ··········-········1<9•515 
\ 

·Deaco.n Charley F.ranklin .. . ......... ...... ......... ... .................. iH:l'516 

/Rev. H . G. Barr .... ..... .. .......... ... .... .... ... ............. , ..... .... .... ...... IHJ,57 

!Rev. H omer Smith. .. . ........... .......... .......... .... ........ ............. jl i915•8 

Rev. Raymond Smi_th ...... ....... . .. ... .. ... .. ... ... .... ... .. .. . "11915•9 

Tlhe next session of this A·s.s•o ciatio·:-~ will 'be h eld with the 

M oun•tain Grov€ ChU<rch, at Mountain Gr.o ve, Missour-i , be

ginning on Thursday; 9:-00 A . M . before the second Sunday 

in August, 1'955. 

·Rev. J •ohn Silvey to brin•g the A!Ssociational message . 
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PROCEEDINGS 

~ 

Thursday-9:00 A. M. 

Meeting waa ca<lled to .order by the Moderator, Rev. Homer 
Smith. Cong.regationtal si11ging led by Rev . A . A. Hogue, 
with 'Bonni€ Jrean 'R€eves at the piano. 

Scripture read·intg Psalms 1, •by Moder·ator . 
!Prayer by Rev. E. E. W·infree. 
\Re.v. A. W. Brook was a.ppoin:ted Assistant Clerk in U1e 

re.gistration df d'elega:tes. 
iRegiatl'lation of standin:g delegates . 

A committee on: cr·edentials was appointed by the Modem
tor, as follows: 

!Rev. A . W. Brook, ·Rev. Ezra Butts and I;>eaco11 J·ohn Hick-
m·an. 

Call for all chu'l"ch letters to 'be given to this committee. 
Other committees appointed at this time, as folloowa: 
\Pulpit Committee---JRev. C. D. Findley, Sister Martha 

Hickman a·nd .Deac.on Oscar Yeager. 
tLe.ague--ffiev. Ernest Light, Rev. Henbert Vandivort ancl 

Rev. Willard C. Day. 
Temper·ance-1Dearons Oscar Yea:ger, Charley Franklin 

and Alusta Reeves. 
Obi,tuary--lSistel'1s Grace Royster, Laurine Maxwell and 

!Bertha :F1ind'ley. 
Ob6erva11ce of the Sa,I:Jbath-lSisters Margaret Walls, Amy 

Emmerson and Nlola Yeager. 
Sunday Scllool-1Rev. Leonard Keys, Deacon Ernie Mill

sap, Rev. Floyd R!o.berts·, Sisters Martha Letterman, Ava 
Young, Bel"tha Gregory and Grlaoce Ke!Bay. 

IConsUtution and By.JLa,ws read ·by the Clerk. 
Motion carried to contac.t the Executive Boa·rd .of the 

Qua'l'lterly Meeting a;bout send~mg $5>0:00 to the entertain
rr..e·nt fund of the State Associaion . 
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!Statistical re·port given by. the s·~atistician. Motion carried 
to accept the r.eport. 

!l'he credentials c·o.mmittee reported favoralble on the 
f oliowin,g sixte.en churches: 

~aith and Hope 
Mt. Z·ion No. 2· 
IU\n·ion 
Mountain Y.alley 

M:o:unt·ain Grove 
HartvilLe 

Pleasant Grove 
Union Chapel 

Mt. Pisgah 

Numlber One 
Pleasant Home No.1 
Dutch Chapel 
JPileas>ant Hill 

iW olif Creek 
iHappy Ridlge No. 1 

iN ew Rock S.pll'ings 

Motion carried to accept the report and seat the delegates . 
!Registration of deJe.g.ates, visHing minis•ters , minister 'l! 

wive.s, dea.ccn and deaiCon's wives. 

Motion carried to adjourn until afte:rm•oon. 

B enedictio:1 by Rev. Raymond Smith. 

11:00 O'clock Service 

rCong•regational singing. 

IPr·aye-r by Biro. Os·car Yeager . 
Message ·by Rev . F•red 'Wyrnn of A:l'vin·, California. 'Scrip

tun~ lesson I C<Jrr. 3, l i.i l ll. His teX't was, "For other founda
tions can no matn1 lay than that is laid, which is Jesu;~ 

Christ." :He brought out very vividly, how necessary it was 
that we b.uild our lives on the right foundati<Yn. 

A pericd o:f Christian feUowship handshake clo.sed this 

service. 

Thursday Afternoon 

ICon,g•reg·ational singing led by Rev. A . A. Hogue, with 

•Sister J •une Flreeman a•t the pi•ano. 
!Scripture r:eading Matthew 7, re•ad by the Moderator . 
!Prayer by Rev. WilLard Day . 
The creden•ti.als committee .reported favor•alble on the Ne w 

Home church . 
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Motion carried to accept report and seat the delegates. 
!Regi.stmtion. of delegia tes. 
Call for repoil't olf Ex;ecutive Hoard. 
Motion carried to accept the wor.k olf the Executive 'Board 

in consolidating the Hiarmony and Mission Associations. 

Vote of thanks, :£rom the mem!bers presen.t, from the Har
mony Alsso.cia•tion. 

Call foil' requests . 

'flhe Mountain Gll'•OVe church requested that Bro. Russell 
B . Spurge.on be licensed to preach the gospel. 

Motio:n carded to gvant request and .give B ro. Spurgeon a 
lice·nse to pre-ach the ,gospel f·or one yea•r. 

A Christian hand&ha~e was given the delega tes from the 
Ha·rmony Associa-tion. Br.o. Sipungeon and also Rev. Willard 
Day w:ho wiU be le-aving our Association s oon. 

Benediction of business session by Rev. Char4:s Chamber
lain . 

2:00 O'clock Service 

Special so.fllg by :Rev . Harold Helsley and two 'boys, " I 

!Shall Not Be Afraid T.o Go." 
Solo by little Fr·eddie Helsley, ''Truest Fr·iend I Ever Had." 

Song by Mt. Pisgah quartet. 
Message by Bro. Russell B . Spur·geon-. 

•Scripture reading, a p odion of Matthew 7. 

He deliver-ed a very inspiring message on "The Two 

Roads." 
Yea•rly certificatec; were given to the ministers . 

!Stood adjourned until the evening service. 

THURtSDA Y EVENING 

Oon•grega1tiona-l sin•ging. 
IPray.er .by Rev. A. A . R o·g·ue . 
IHymn. 
'Prayer by Bro. Ernest ·Box. 
Scripture r.eadin•g Matthew 2, 4'1~4'4, read by Rev . -E. R. 

·Light. 
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P •rayer by Rev. Fred Wynn. 

!Rev. Light broug.ht the ev·ening me&Sage, using f.or a text 
the letters Cm>ffi~I.SIT, f.olliQiwed lby ·:Rev. Leona-rd Keys. 

iBenedicition by 1Rev. Lester Lawler. 

FRIDAY !MORNING 

'Congregational sin,gi.ng led by Rev. A. A. Hogue wilh 

Sister June Freeman at the pia.no. 
Scripture reading Psalms 317, read .by the assis.tam Mod-

erator, Rev. LeBter Lawler. 
Prayer by Rev. Lee Max!well. 
IRe.gistratiQn df d~legates. 

!Letter from Deacon Burl H'allilbur.ton, read .by the clerk. 
Mot'i•on carried to accept ~aeon HaUihunton's resi~na.tion 

as member o.f the executive board. 

~~aeon Ray Hut.sell elected as member df the Executive 
Ho.ard for a period of one yea•r to fill the vacancy lett by 

Bro. Halliburton. 

\Rev. Raymond Smith eleoted as member of the Executive 
Boar.d £or a peritod a.f five years. 

M·oti·on carried to requeSlt the Quavterly Meeting Board 

to put a :1· aJditi-onal $15,0.•0•0 in- the ·treasury of the Mis'So•ns 
.Aissociation to help pay for the .prinltirl!g of the minutes an\:1 
other ex:.penses. 

rv;mion ca.r,ried to grant the clel'k the p·rivile.dge of .getting 
the fn1nutes printed wherever he thQught was .best. 

CaH ;for report of committees. 

M otion ca·rried to ad'o.pt repo.rt c,>f Obser,vance of the Sab-

lbath Commit·tee. 

Motion carried to ad'Opt repo·rt o·f Lea·g·ue Committee. 
Motion carried t<> adopt report o'f Temperance Committee. 

Moti·on car.ried to accept repo•rtt of Obituary CQmmittee. 

All sto od for a moment of silent prayer followed by prayer 
by Rev. H. B. S.mit•h in· remembrance of ·the ones passed on 

to their .reward. 
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CaU for requestz. 
The New Rock Springs ChuT10h requested that Bro. Ralph 

Robertson ·be licensed to preach the gospel. 
Mzytion carried: ·to grant reques,t and give Bro. Robertson 

a license to preach the gospel f,o•r one year. 
Christian fellowship handslhake. 
Benediction by Bro. Emmet J•o•aes. 

11:00 ·A. M. WORSHIP SERVICE 

Congre~ationoal sing~ng . 

'Pray,er by Rev. E. R. Light. 
Solo ".The Old: Ru~ged Ox1oss," by Sister Ralph Ro1bertson. 
Scritpture readi:n·g, St. John 114. 
Rev. E. E. W·inlfree d·elivered a very good message on 

grea•ter faith, foU.o~ed by a Christian handshake . . 
Stood atlij<ourned until after.n·oon. 

FRIDAY ·A-FTERNOON 

Congregational si111ging. 

Prayer by Rev. John Silvey. 
Scripture 1saialh 55. 

Call for coonm~ttee repof!ts. 

Motion ca·rried to adopt repoflt of Sunday School Com
mittee. 

Oorrespond•ing letter from the Cave Spri•ngs Associa·tion 
read by the clerk. 

Motion- .caTTied •tQ accept the letter and re.port ·to their As
sociation by letter. 

CQrr.esponrdoing delegates elected as follotws: 

To Liberty Association-Rev. 'H. B. Smith, Rev. Leon·a•rd 
Keys and Rev. C. D. Findley. 

To Missouri Asso:ciat.ion CJf General B1a.ptists~Rev. A. A . 
Ho.gue, Rev E . R. Ug1hit anld Rev. E . E. Wiinfree . 

To · Missouri State .Association-ffi·ro. Hershel FII'e'eman, 
Sis-ter June Freeman and Bro. Keith Walls . 

Motion ca·rried to .give the delegates the right •to ·add the 
names to .the letter, as delega:t€6 olf any01ne attending from 
either of our Quar>terly Meetings. 
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Motion carried to take no action on buying beds for the 
Ytouth Camp at this time. 

Call for requesw. 

· The Mount,ain Grov:e Church requested that the next sit-
ting of t'he Mission Associa·tion meet with their church. · 

Mottion c·a·rxied to gralllt request. 
Officers were elected for the coming year as foUowc;: 
Rev. H. B. Smith-iMo.deratto'r 
Rev. C. 'D. Findley--1AssiSitant Moderator. 
Rev. John Silvey----.To bring Associational Me.ssage. 
Rev. Herbe11t V·andi v'Ort-'-·Sta tistician. 
Lloyd W:all6-iClerk.!freasurer. 
V·o,te .of thanks to the Wlolf Creek ChuT,c'h for their hos

pitality. 
Vo:te of thanks to :tlhe officers ·Oif tlhe A.st>odation for fair· 

ness and ~ork done . 
Benedicition of Business Session by Rev. Floyd Ro,berts. 
Special song by Rev. Harold Helsley and son IF·redldie, 

" I' ve Got To Cross That Lonely River .~ ' 

Rev. W\m . Mishler of Nashville, Tenn., brought the af-ter
noon mess·age, readi·:1Jg fr·om John 1<4 and Luke M. Itt was a 
very heltpful mes·!a.ge on counting the cost, followed by a 
Christian fellowship hanJdshake. 

·Ben:ediction by Rev . C. D . Findley. 

COMMITTEE •REPORTS 

OiBITUIAIRY: 

'Wie, your committee on Ol:>itua:ry, sulbmit the f.o!lowin·g: 
·W!herea:s, it ha.s pleased the Heavenl-y F1at-her .to call from 

J.al:>or to reward .sinc'e our iast association, the following 

mem,bers: .. . 
Sister Vio1a Ulpshaw- Moun:taih Grove Church 
!Brother Dow: Oo:f£man--JM~. Zi'on No. 2· Church 

Sister Reta Moo.dy-1Wo1tf Creek Church 
!Sister Marzet11a Da:vi1s-1Ple'asant IHiU Ohul'ch 
!Brother Charley Teter-1Pleas·ant Hiome No. 1 Church 

!Sister Alice Ndchol--lHantvHlre Church 
Sister MaX:We!l-1Niuml:>er One Church. 
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While they are greatly mit;sed in our churehes and h'om'es, 
we submit our wiH to that of our Heavenly Father, who 
doeth all things well. 

Committ·ee 
Grace Royster 
Laurinre MaX!Well 
Bel'th·a Find[ey 

OBm:IRVIAINIOE OF 11HIE SWBBIAIDH: 

IWie, your committee on the Obsel"wnce of tha Sabbath, 
submit the following repor.t: 

!We,. recommend thCllt all Ohristians remember the Salb
bath day and keep H holy by abstaining from aU worldly 
amusements and by taking our chilidren to church iervices. 
If it wa•s necessary for Jesus to go to the place of worship 
all/d read and take p•art, it is more necessary for His children 
todlay to do so. Chrisltians are the light Of the wodd and if 
we le.f our light shine the world will see it. 

Committee 

SUINDA:Y SOHIOOL: 

M1argaret Woallls 
.Aimy .Emm.erSO!OI 

Nola YeageT 

fWe, your ·committee on Sunday Scho<J1 rec·ommend the 
use of Free Wi!ll B!ap:tist literature and the King J 'ames Ver
sion of the B~ble, that all pastors, ministers, deacons and all 
chu:rch leaders co-:o.perate in the furtherance of all Sunday 
School work and Daily Vacation B'i'ble School, tha.t all the 
teachers and ofificers ibe ChristianiS and have as much teacher 
trainin,g a•s possible. 

W'e also think if there ever was· a time tha.t we need to in
struct o.ur children and teach them in the woi'k of the Loxd 
it is now. 

We recommend that parents teac.h their children at home 
and a16o take them to Sunday School. 

Train up a child in the W'ay he sihQulkl ~ and when he is 
old he will not depart f.rom it. Prov. 2'2~6 . 
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Wle recommend that the parenrts stUld'Y the word of God 
that they may 'be ab1e to instnuct the child!ren in Ch•rist. 

Oommittee 

UEAG!UtE: 

Leona.~d iK.eys 
!Ernie MiJ!Bap 
Floyd Robert.; 
Mal'ltha Let•terman 
Alva Young 
!Bertha Grerg.ory 
Gr·a·ce Kelsay 

We, your committee of Le~gue agree that all pastors 
should encourag·e and assif>t in every way possible in organ
izing and mainrtainin:g a Leag,ue in· eve.ry church. 

·we ful"'ther urge every chureh to. take an active part in 
qu!llrterly rallies, ye·ady conrventi'ans anld as many as possible 
attend our :State League Oonvention. 

I 
E. R. Light 

Committ·ee \H . S . Y.andivo.rt 
!Willard C . Day 

.TEM!RElRIANOE: 

1We, your committee on .Tempera:nce submit the fo'Uowin.g: 
That we do all we can to d'isc·ourage the sale and use of 

all intoxicating beverag.es and reiooin from doing business 
with a·:-~y.one, who Bells it. ~hiat we protes·t the adverti5rng 
of intoJCicating .beveratges in the newsp,apers and mag·aZ'ines 
that come inrto our homes. Aliso that we be "Temperate in 
all t:h'ings" and ab6tain from aU appearance of evil in· ou·r 
daily lives. 

Committee 

EXIECUT:l'VIE BOA'RiD: 

Oscar Yea.gle 
Charley F.ranklin 
.Aiurst a IRee:ve.S 

~e executive !board of Mission Association met with two 
membe.rs of H<armorny Associa•tiQ;n on Se:ptember 112, lr95G, 
when that Association was C·onvened with the Lone Star 
Chureh. 
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'!'he item o-f business coniS'idered was t·he consolidlation of 

the tw.o Associations, namely The Mis.sion A!ssociation and 

The Harmony Asso:ciat<i'on . 

.A!f.ter a cons~deration by four members of Mission Associa

t ion, name.l·y Rev. RJaymond Smith, Rev·. H . G. B'am, Deacon 

iB'url :Haliburton and' .Rev. A . W. Brook and R•ev. Archie Hal

ford and Rev. Ha;rry .Tohiills o:f Harmo:ny Association. A m o

tion was made by B!ro. J•ohncs, seconded by Bro. Half.ord that 

tl:e two Asoociations unite and assume the ·name "Micsi<J n 

.A!ssocioation." M1ction car.r•ied . 

A motion was ma.de by Bro . Haliburton, ,seconded by Bro .' 

Ba:rr that we as the bo,ar1d of 'Mic•sion Asso-ciation receive 

·H armony A£Gociation, as was ·stated .· 

·Motion· ea,rried by u!11anim·ous vote. 

Signed 
iRev. Raymond Smith 
Deaco n Burl Haliburton 
R ev. iH. G. Barr 
lRev. A . W . Brook 

CHURCH CLERK S 

Mtn Valley---1Letha .F·ranklin ... . . . ... Mountain Grove, Rt. 3 
Plea-sant Ho-ine N o. !~Mary Bittick ........... ......... IOabool, Rt. 3 
!Pleasant'Grove-1A:my Eimmer,son ............... ..... IHar.tvHle, Rlt. 1 
IHar-tviJle_JN10Ja Wiil'liam&..... . ..... ......... ....... !Hartville ... . 
'Mt. Pis.gah--'Llooyd Wlall:s ...... .. .... ........................ ICa,bool, 'Rt. 2 
Mt. Zion _No . 2---;Troy MdClea:ry.... . ...... ..... JH artville 
Wollf Oreek- 1Dorothy Millsap ...... .. ... .................. · ........ .M.anStfield 
/Happy Rid ge No. ·1>----{P·ar:.sy Skinner.. .......... .. .. ........ .. IN'ofiwood 
Pleasant Hi!J-1Ruth Hickman .... ..... ... ... .... . ......... . tH-artvil.ie 
Niumber O ne--1P earl •RJeed ...... ...... .. .. ...... : .... ...... ... .. 1Huggin1; 
1F'aith and Hoope-"-1Gillie Reeves .... ...... !Willow Springs, Rt. :~ 

Uni-on Chapel-1Flor·ence Maxvil1e... . .. . ........... .. ....... . JGr·aff 
Mtn . Grove-.A!r•tha Huts·e'll-.. ... .... ...... ..... .. ..... Mountai-n Grove 
'Dutch Chape1-1lyy MciC·oy ....... ...... ..... ... .. .. : ....... .. .. ..... iEimlbree 
New Ro•ck 1Sprin,g6-1J·une :F'reeman .... .. .. .... ....... ........ \Bendavis 
Unfon--N·olan Nieal ...................... ... .. ,....... .. ......... Suc-cess 
1New Home-<A:ddie L o-ng ........ ...... .......... .... .IHaTtviHe, Rt. 5 
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!MINISTER'S REPORT 
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<:: . D . Find'ley ... ............. l 3tl 41 2•il21051il1t5•;11t51 8'1 2 1000·1!$ 18'6•0.6:0 
H. B. !Smith ....... ... ... . IU121 11:1 i11l '94:1 i1tl :41 12[ I 67:3 .. 35 
H. S. Van:divort . .... I ·01 ILl 21 ·9<61 Bl t3:1 7:1 13, 71614'1 619•6.12'0 
Ray mond :Smith .. ... ... 1 21 01 t1til11112•1'1111l ·1:1 9JI 1 4!119.00 
!Lester Latwler I 61 311 21 91811 8•:, I 41 2 181501 848.65 
Lee MaX!well ........... .. .. 1 I 11•1 '1•Jilt015·l I I J• I 1101511 .00 
A. W . B rc ok .. .. ........ Jt I :1:1 il l110121 I .1:1 I t2,0:C•:Jtl 615•0 .:0:0 
E . .R. Light ........ ...... .... 1 :01 3•1 O.li11213lj'11711 I 1·: 2,5tQ,Otl 4:8'() . .00 
.A. M. Halfc ·r ~~ ..... 1 81 1111 2·!111&311 11'J 4•1 41 3 ,9131111 l.lll15.6t0 
tE. E . Winif re e .. .. . . . ... 1 •O•I 11•1 :11! ·821 2•J 121 2;. 415:01 ·W8 .0 0 
!Ezra But ts .. .... .. .. ... ..... 1 t11 .21 11:11:2191 12·[ 11 1111• I 1111139 .4'4 
!Cha r les C:-ta m berla in I 01 1.1 111j 1515 1 I I l 2181601 57 .00 
Stan l ey L etterm an .... 1 :01 12·1 11t:l11114·11 117 ;t1:7 1'116Jj 12 ,.671511 &3:5.'00 
H . F . H el\S·ley ... . ....... .... 1 ·OI 121 Ol '1191111511 ·01 :OJ 1 ,7•091 5•9.04 
Leona·rd K eys .. .. .... 1 1•1 1211 11:lt17:4 I1 117 J 81 '81 ·9•,'841211 84:8.'2•5 
A , A. tHp·gue .... . . . ... 1 11.1 I 21li11217•1 tZI •01 ·OJ .3,41611 1 573 .188 
0 . L. Claxton .. ... 1 Ol 12•1 11'1 421 11j Ol :01 !11,:2.0•01 115•0.00 
B . E . Wl3tso•n , J ·r . ... ..... 1 3:1 Ol Ol 219•1 4>1 :OI 3) 517·91 '27.:013 
lVI)ar y Wlester .... .. ..... ... [ 01 31 211Hl16J £ 1 ·O·I 6•1 3 ,00·01 150.0.0.0 
H•arry S. J·ohns .... ... .. I I 1 I I I I I 

MINISTERS .NOT REPORTING 

A . W. B:t'O•:Jk , Cli fford KLingensmith , Gro;ver Crave r.s, H . 

CJ. . Barr, Floyd Rdberts, Jeff Pos tlewaite , W. L . Athe~to:n, 

Geo.rge :Scott, Sr., Wil:la.rd C . Day , D::·n McCoy, Otho Means 

and Austin Rober tson . 
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IMip:iste.ns and Minister's wives prese:ntt. 

Ezro Butts--Mikllred Butts ............... ..... ......... ..... ... .. .... JHug.gill6 

<Raymond SmHJh-lErmal Smith .. ...... .... ....... ...... ... .... ..... IHuggin.; 

IC . o·. Find•ley-lB'ertha Find,ley .......... ..... ............... .. .... IHartville 

IH. B. Smith--Nerba Smith .. ..... ......... ............ .\Mountain Grove 

Lee Maxwell---1Laurine MaX!welL .. .... ... ................. .... IB~ndavis 

LeOO'lJard Keys, B'e.ssie Keyti ........... ..... .,. ..... ...... .......... Norwood 

.A. A. H'Ogue ..... .... .... ..... ................................................... Cabool 

Wiil<lard C. Day ................................................ 'M'Ountain Grove 

IH. S. VandiViol'lt .. .. ...... .... ........ ......... ..................... Cabool, Rt. 2 

•F,loyd Rolberhs ............................ ....... ........................ Elk Creek 

E. R. Light ..... : ... . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. . . .. ..... . ... .... .... . . . .. .... .. . . . . . . . . Oabo<?l 

H. F. Helsley .... .. ................ ............................ .. ...... Manslfiel'd 

A. W. B'rook ...................................... . - ........... Mo-untain· Grove 

Lester LawJ-er ............. .... .... .. .. ........ ... , ........................ Har·tville 

E. E. Winf.ree, Mil<dlred Winfree ............... ......... Seymollir, IRt. 4 

Charles Chambel'll<a.in, Sister Ohamberlain .... ........ Mansfield 

Alrc'htie Halford ............... ...... ... ... ...... . . . . . . ..................... Nor.wood 

John W. Silvey ........ .. ........................................... ...... .......... .. AV'a 

Martha Letterm~n .................. ....... .. .... .. .. Graff 

Grace Rloyr:;-ter ............ .... ..................... H<amvme 

IRcsa Lea Atherton .............. ................... Huggins 

Russell B. Spwrgeon, Sister Spul'lgeon ........ Mountain Grove 

Ralph Rober.tson, Sister Robe11tson ... ....................... Bendavis 

C.HURCH CLERKS PRESENT 

June Freeman 

Troy McCleary' 

Mary Bittick 

IDoro·tihy Millsap 

Amy Emmerson 

Gillie !Reeves 

Lloyd Wtalls 
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DEACONS PRESENT 

lUle.y Hutsell ·Ernie Mrillsap 
Ray Hutsell James Od·om 
·Oharley F.ranklin T:roy McCleary 
Oscar Yeag& Austa Reev~ 
iFloyd Walls John. S. Hickman 
Elmer Ellington · Otis Hel!sley 
'W. T . Wynn P . J . G:r1imes 
E. H. Freeman Macy Grego.ry 
!Charlie Skinne r Vencie Long 
Jess Youl'llg :Saruf.ord BorinJg .... 

DELEGATES PRESENT 

June Flreeman · Opal Cope 

J•ulia Keys Orner Cope 

JB>onnie Jean ·Reeves Raymond Helsley 

Marg.aret Walls Chester Bennett 

Keith Wa lls J. R. C.rewse 

Hershel F.reeman Lu:La McCoy 

.Nola Yeager Ma.rtha Goififman 

Grace KeLsay Cl es ta. .Burt-ts 

. ICH.f.ford Dunn Mrs. Ed S'hannon 

· Emmett L. J ·ones T. C. B:urtt!i 

Verd~e Jon~ !Sterling Huflf 

VerS~al Bd.ttick Lance Neal -' 

'Bill Sanders Homer Raney 

Vdrginia Loomis Pansy G.irner 

Alice Sanders Lottie Clax.ton 

Lucy Keith !Helen Raney 

Bessie Edwards 
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.DEACON'S WIVES PRESENT 

!Della Hutsell 

iCi:nda Yandivo.rt 

Mrs. Ed F'ag.an 

NloLa Yeager 

Wiilma Walls 

· Sister Ehlil]gton 

.A!vis Fll"eeman 

Pauline Long 

# 

:DoroJthy Millsap 

Mrs. Ed Shannon 

Vin:is MdCleary 

Gillie Reeves 

Ma rtha Hickman 

Jean Hels·ley 

Ber.tha Gregory 

l3el'iVha Bo.ring 

VISITING MINISTERS AND ~INISTER'S WIVES 

F ·red Wynn, Gladlyc; Wiynn ... .. .... ...... ... ....... ... Arvhi, Calilornia 

·wm. Mishler . .... .. ..... ... ..................... .. ...... Nashvhlle, Te!llllessee 

Allice 'B.urney· ........... .... .. ... ...... Mountain GJ"ove 

. VJisnmNG DEAIOONIS AINlD DEAOO!N'S WllrViEIS 

Jim co.fiman ...... ........................... ................ . Minnie Coffman 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Balance brought forward 
Amount senlt ~n by; (!hurches 

Amount re.ceived £r.om QuaJ:'Itedy Meeting 

Ex:RENIII'IIDlRJES 

$ 1.71 

4-8.21 
1:00.00 

$11'419 .9'2 

Sent to entertaiiil<Inent fund of State Assodatio.n • $ ~0.00 

Paid .clel'k 
Printin:g of 500 minutes 

l'lX)(TIAlL • "' . 
l31AiUA!NiOE 1iN 'IlRiF.JAJSUlRJY 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

,1. Tthis Ass·odatJion· shall open a.t 9·:·00 o'clock, T.hu.rsday 
befo:r.e the Second Sunday m August: 

2. Moderator calls Atssociat ion to.get:her . 
3 . Re.g,istr.atiora o;f s tanding delegates. 
4. Appoint ment of Credentia.Is Committee. 
·5. Call for r.e,port o;f Credential s Committee. 
6. Seating o;f delegates. 
7. lin vi te all Christians to Slit in council . 
8 . Call for cor:respondling letters anrl r ·egistratio.n· of vis-iting 

ministers. 
9 . Ca-ll for rep o.rt o•f Executiv.e Baaro. 
liO .iEllec.t one mem•ber on Ex&:utive Boa:rd . 
111 JCaU for minister 's written. report. 
112. Miscell>ru:~eo·us busd!lless. 
1·3 . Call for report of ccrr€6pond'ing delegates . 
li4 . Ca,U for report of all committees . 
1•5. Select place for next annual se<> sion . 
1•6 . Elect o;ff.ic eus. 
1-7. Adrjourn w,it•h prayer. 

CONSTITUTION 

P\RIE!AM\BI.JE: F-rc m experience, we the Free Will Baptist 

Churches, i.n, order to fo,rm· a m•ore perfect u.nion and that 

we may affilia te ou.rcelves wit:h other Free Wm Ba.Ptist 
bo c!Jies, have come toget!he r and or-gan ized into an A.ss ocia
tio.n . 

1. This a&c.cia·tion sha.ll be called Mission. AssociatiQI:I 

v.f F:ree WiLl Baptists and shall be composed o.f such well 

regiul~a te.d Q.ua•rterly Meetings and Churc-hes as may embody 

themselves under t his constitution. 

·2. It shaH ,be the pu-rpose .af this o.I"ganlzation to co-op
orate with the Missouri S tate and .National Associations i-:1 
thei r effo.rts to ·ccmlbine and' direct tJhe energies of the 
Free W>ill 'Baptist Church, for the promotio-n of Home alfld 
Ii'oreig;n Mi&ions, Christian Education, Sunday Schoo.! 
Free Will· Baptist League, an:d Ladies Auxil-iary, and for 
the extension of the K•ingdom Qlf God in ge.neral. 



3. The actin ~g memlbers o:f this as.sodation shaH be two 
delega.tes from each chu.r·ch, chosen by the member& while 
in conference, together with all mii:1isters, minister's wives, 
deacons, deacon's wives and c:hu.rlch and aesocia.tional 
cleJ'!ks belo:nging ta any c'hurch composing this body; also 
three members from each Qualfterly MeeHng under the 
Association, tw<o to be chooen by each Quarterly Meetin•g, 
and the o·ther shall be the Cd·erk of the Quarterly Meeting. 

4. The o£fkers of this asso:ciatio:n shaJl consist of a 
Moderator, an Als•sistant Moder:ator, a Clerk and Treas
urer, (who shall superin:tend. the printing of the minutes) 
each of Wlhom shall be elected at the closin1g G:f each regu
lar seLS:Siion and shall hold their ofifi1ces until their succes· 
sors a.re elected. The Clerk sha.hl receive Twenty ($20.00) 
for his or her ser:vices. 

·5. Arl' Executive Board composed of five members, 
eonsi;;;ting of thlree ministers and two deacons, w.hose duty 
shall be to tr:a'l'lsa:ct the business of this association when 
th:is B'o.d!y i6 not in session, whose term of offiice shall 
be •as £ollows: One fo;r l<year, one for 2 years, one for 
3 years, one for 4 years, and one for 5 years, and at the 
ex;piration of ea·ch af these terms one shall be elected 
for a term of 5 years•, w~o shall hold office until hilS suc
cessol!' is elected, fuTlbher: if any vacan1cie6 occur 'between 
sessions of this Aisoocia.tion the B'oard shall fill su,ch vacan
cies urntil the next session of this Aissociation. 

6. Any regularly or.ga.niZJed F:ree Wm Baptist Church or 
Qua.r·terly Meeting maintaining !Gospel ordelf, agreeing 
with t'he denomin•ation in dootrine, in· favor oJ benevolent 
enterprises, such as Sunday SchoolB, MiBSions, Temperance 
and Education, may be lfeceive'd in:to this association by 
presen1tiJn,g a petition. asking to be received , and' by a ma
jority vote of this Alss·ociation. 

7. This Association. shall have power to. discipline its 
churches, exdude them for disorderly co;nduct, if labor 
proves urusuccess~u1, ordain· deacons, to license ·o,r orda·in 
ministers, such as give. evidence of being qualified anld call
ed of G'od, by r·equest of the church to whi~h sUich mem
bers belong; to settle questioos of dis!Ci<pline and' doctrine 
as the Churches or Quarte!I',J>y Meetings may refer to it; tq 
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make any ru les atrtei ·'by-laws necessary to its J:.eg ulations ·and 
not inconsistent with its constitution, but in no case shall 
U1i.s .A&so.cia.tion rev•el'se .a decision of OJle oJ its churches or 
Quarterly Meetings, nor in any way inter.f.er with its internal 
mgu.latiol!ls, oor hold any ecclesiastical autho.rity o·ver the 
Churches or .Quarterly Meetings composirug the Asso-Ciation . 

8. Each .session· of this .A!ssociation shall convene an
nuaLly beginning on ·Thursday at 9:•00 A. M. before the 
2nd Sunday i·n August and arl~·ou.m at 4:•0·0 P . M. on Fri
day, ru•ld' s'hall 'be held with only such c:hurches as ca.U fol' 
it by vo.te of the ch.wrch wlhile in conference, and this sha.U 
be dtecided by a m adori-ty of all vo,tes cast. 

9. The ·M c,de.rator or Assistant Moderator shall caJ.l the 
Association in· sessi01n, and in their albsence t'he chair
man of the Executive Board shall take ·char,ge, and in his 
a bs•ence a·:1 y m e;nber of the Exe cutive Boal.'d shall take 
charge until a Modera<tc:r is elected. 

110. This Constituti·on may be ameruded ·or changeJ a.t any 
regulall' session of t'hi.s body, by a two-thirds vote, aftl~ r 

rw-tice ctf contempla-ted char.Jg·e has been read and ,place.d on 
the table one d<ay previous to the time the vote is taken. 

BY-LAWS 

~ 

1. All bLk~i.n e"s me e·tings sha ll be open·ed by si·:11ging, read
in g a portion c·f God's W Cl ' d and prayer,· a.nd shall be dosed 
w ith prayer. 

2. Seven members from three or more chlWc'hes shaH con
s titute a quorum for the trans.acU.o,n cf busine~.s. 

3. Any ruling of the M·:J de ra.tor may ~be over-ruled' by a 
maj :;.rity vote of the members present. 

4. This .A!ssocia tion , may correspond by me.s.se.n:ger or 
ot•he.rwis·e with other relig•i•ous 'bodies. 

·5. This . .A!ss·ocia<tion .s'haU sit with ope :1 doors exce•pt when 
it ~hall go int·S~o committee as a whole. 

6. Any member of this body may a·ppea.l fwm the decision 
of the Moderator to the Association and by a· majoTity vote 
there-in, the abjection Slh!all be .SUStained OX rejected. 
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7. The Moderator shall stop all dis~ussions when not car
ried on in a C'hristian spi·rit. 

8. Nio member of this Alssocia.Uon will be al.lawed• to speak 
more than ten minutes nor more than twice on. the s•ame 
subject wi~hout permission of t:he Mod!erato.r. 

9. Anyone d&>king to spe•ak shaH rise lo. his feet and 
address the Moderator by the appelation, "Bro·ther Mo d
e.rator," but shall not s.peak further until reco;gnized .by the 
Moderat•or. 

l 10. -Ail·l business, except !'O'utine, shall be broul?,iht before 
the body by committees, 'but should a.n.y committee refuse or 
fail to _presen•t to this body any busimess gi.ven to it ,by a-ny 
member of this As-sociation, then .such business may be pre
ser.•ted to the 'body by any memiber but cannot be discussed 
•u•nless .by a vote of this body. 

111. All offi!cens oi this .A!ssocia•tion shall 'be nomina ted 
born the floor and ele·cted by a vote . 

>112. All committees sh1all be appointed' by the Mode.ra•to·r , 
but any aplpoi.ntmen't may be chang-ed 'by a maj:ority vote of 
this body. 

113. A malj·ority of al·l vo tes cast shaH 'be fiJntal upon a.Jl 
.subj·e•cts except the Cons•titution and Byfuaws, then it .shall 
require a two"thirdls maj ority. 

114. Ohur,cJhes of the :Mission ~socia•tion shall not ca!ll a 
pa·stor who does not ha1ve a yearly certificate . 

·1!5. Ea'ch minister in good standing sh:all .be given a yearly 
certifioa te. 

•116. Th€1Se 'By~Laws may be amen :l·ed or chan-ged a.t a·ny 
r-egu:l•a•r or adj'our.ned session of this Als-s·oiCiation by a vote 
of the Ass-odatioln>. 

ARTICLES O.F FAITH 

1. The Bible. 'Tih'e Scriptures of tJhe Old and New Testa
mentiS were ,g-~ven 'by in51)ira:Uon of God', and are our in
fal-lible IiUle of fiai'th and pl'la'c<ti:ce. 

·2. G od. There is one living and true God, rev-ealed in 
•natul'e as the Creator , Presewer a·n>d R~g.h>teous Governor 
of the univer.se ; and in the Scriptures as ~a!tlle-r, 'Son aJnd 
IHdly Ghost, yet as one 'God, in1finitely wise and• good', 
whom all intelligent creatures are· su\premely to love, ado·re 
and olbey. 



3. Chricst. Christ is God manifest in the flesh; if,l His 

divine n·ature tr:u~y God, in His huma.n• nature trul'Y man. 

The med.iato,r 'between G.od and man, once crucified·, He is 

now risen and glorified, and is our ever present Sa vi or a·nd 

Lor· I'. 

4. The Ho'ly Spirit. ~he :Scr~ptu·res ass'i.gn to the Holy 

•Spirit aU the attri'butes of God. 

5. T he G c1vernment of God. God exerCii6e.s a wise and 

.benevolent providence over all beings and aU thin·gs by 

ma•intaining the constitution and· laws of nature. He also 

performs special! acts, not O!ther.wise provided fo,r, a.s the 

highest welfare of men .requires . 

. 6. The Si111fulness o'f Man. Man was created. innocent but 

•by disolbedoience feU hmto a . .state of .si·a and condemnation. 

IH.is posterity, therefore inhel'it a. fallen nature of such ten

d-encies that all who come to years of accoun·tability si.n, and 

become guilty befo~·e God. 

7. ·~he W'Ork of Christ. The .Son of GOld by His inca.rnation, 

life, suffering, death and resu·r.recUon effected for all a rede

mption from sin that is fu11 a11d free <11:1d! is the ground of 

salva tion by fa ith. 

8. The Terms of .Sabvation. The cond'itions of salvation 

are: 1. Repentance or sincere so·r•row for sin and hearty 

renunciation of it. 2. Faith or the unresewed committal of 

one's self to Christ as 'S111viour and Lord with purpose to 

love 1:1.:d obey Him i:1. all things. In the exercise of uaving 

faith and so:ul is renewed by the Holy Spirit, f·reed f·rom 

the clomini·on of sin and be·ccmes a child of God. 3. Co-ntinu

an ce in faith and obedience until death . 
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9. Election. God d-etermined from the beginning to save 
all WhO Should COmpJ.y With the COJndritiCL'liS Of salvat ion. 

Hen'ce 'by faith in Chris·t men become His ele'ct . 

'W . Freedom of the Will. The hU!IIlan wil::J. is free and 
self·coo tr·oLl.ed, ha.ving power. to yield to, the influence o!f t.he 
truth and the Spki•t, or o resist them and pe.risih . 

111. Salvaion Free. O od desires the sal!va'tion of aU, the 
Gospel invites all, the H o·lY' Spi,rit st-rives with all, and 

whosoever will ma y come and take o1f the w a ters of life 
freely . 

1!2. Perseverance . All beLievers in Christ , -.,yho thr·ough 
f ,ra.ce persevere hol~r: Je.&s to the end• o·f Hfe, have .promise of 
e ternal sa ~vation. 

1•3. Gospel Ordinances. BlAIPI11IISIM, or the immersion of 
belie.v·e,rs in water, and the LIOIRJD'iS S'U[':PIEIR, are ord-inances 
to be perpetuated und er. t he GosJPel; FIFJEIT WIAISIRING an 

ordinance teaching h umility, of un~vercSal 0 1bH.gatio·n, and to 
be minister.ed to all true belie vers. 

114. Tithi·rug. God corrunamd'ed tithes and od:fer i.ngs in the 

Old Testament; J -esus Christ indio.rsed it in the Go,spel (Matt. 
23 :tz,J) and the a.pos,tle P aul s aid', "'Upon the first day of the 

week let eve.ry on e o.f you la.y by him in sto re as God hath 

proSiiered him." Ql. Cor. 116-'2.) 

1115. 'Dhe Christian Sa):jbath. The divJne la'w ·requires that 
one day in ·seven be set apart from secular employme-nts , 

and amusements, for res-t, worsh1p, h oly w<>rks an"d activities 

and foil' personal commumtio'It with God'. 

•1<6. Resurrection , J'Udgment a.nd· Final Retritbution. 

The Scriptures teach the .resur.re'ctio\11 of aM men at the last 

day. They that have d one g·ood will come forth to the 

resur.re'ction oif Life, and the'Y that h <we done evil unto the 
resurrection oif damnation; then the wi·cked wiH "go away 

into etem1al pUJnishmen-t, but the r ighteous into eternal life." 



rCHURICH COVENANT 

Ha•vi·ng gi,yen o:unsel'ves to God, by faith in Christ, and 
adopted the Wlo.rd' of G od a,s oull" rule of faith and practice, 
VJ-e now give o.ursel•ves to one another by the will~ Glod 
in hi.s so·lemn covenant. 

We promise by 'His grace to. love and obey Him in all 
things, to avoid aH ap.pear.ances of evil, to abstain from al.l 
smful amuseme1~ rts a·nd unholy confo,rmity- to the wo-rld, 
from all san.ction orf the use alf1d S>ale of intoxicating beve.r
Rges, and to "pro1vjde things h onest in the sight of aH men." 

We agr.ee faithfullty to discharge our olbligation in ref
er.ence to the stud'y of the :Sc·riptwres, secret prayer, family 
dJevotions and social w o·rship; and by self-denial, faith, a·n;d 
good works eeodeavor to. "grow in grace and the knowledge 
of c.ur L ord a•nd Sa'Viour Jesus Christ." 

'W:e wiLl not forsake the assemblin·g o'f ourselves together 
for church con•ferenrces; .pulb1ic wor.shi·p, and the o.bservance 
c.f lhe c·d in ances of the GoStPel, no.r fail to pay according to 
our abi hty for the support of the chu.rch , of its poor, and: all 
i ts benev'O len t work. 

We a·g.r.ee to accept Christian admonition and reproof 
with meekne.s,s , ar .~rd' to watch ove•r one ano•ther i•n love, en
d eavoring to "k·eep the unity of the Spirit" i·n the bonds of 
peace, t o be care'ful of one ano1ther's h appiness a'llid re·puta
ti on, an d s eek to strengthen the weak, enco:ura.ge the afflict
ed. a t;m ::: ni>h the err irng, as far as we ar e a,bl•e promote the 
success of t.'le chur·ch and of the Gospel. 

We will e~verylwhere ho.ld Christian prtnlciple sacred arnd 
Christian oblig<aUon,s and enterprises supreme; countin,g it 
our chief 'busines·s in life to extend the tn:flu ence of Chri.st 
in s·ocie ty; constantly praying and toilk11g th·at the Kin gdom 
of Go::l! may come, and His will be done iJ:J, earth as it is in 
heave n . 

To this end we agree to labor for the p.r omotia.n of ed u
catiJonal and denominational en terpJI"ise.s, the suprpo.rt of 
Mis.sion.s, the success of !Sund'ay tchools, the evange'listic 
effor.t,s for the .sal·vation of the WoQrld . .Aind may the God of 
p~a•ce sancUfy us whully , and preserve us blameless unto 
the comi·n.g o.£ our Lord' J€s.us Christ . 

-;-23-, 
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