
MO-ARK DISTRICT 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

MINliTES: JAL"JUARY 21, 201Z Meeting 

The meeting of the MO-ARK District of Free Will Baptist was convened at MT. 
ZION .FWB Church on January 21, 2012. "He Hideth My Soul" (pg. 269) was led 
by Brother Phil Vance with Sis. Esther Strain playing the piano. 

Due to the absence of both the Clerk and the Assistant Clerk, and by Consent of the 
body, and Moderator, Bro. Strain opened the meeting with scripture reading out of 
St.John 3: 1-16, 36 and prayer by Brother Russell Hensley. 

Brother Strain turned the service over to the Assistant Moderator. Moderator then 
gave the extended a welcome and invited visiting brother's and sister's into the 
Conference. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read and a motion was made, seconded and 
carried to accept the minutes as read. 

Church letters were read. Lingo gave an oral report and Mt. Zion delivered their 
letter by hand. Motion was made, seconded and carried to approve Deacons and 
Ministers and to seat all the delegates. Delegates were seated by prayer by 
Moderator Bro. Blanks 

BAILEY 

COTTON CREEK 

FIRST FREEWILL 

KOSHKONONG 

LINGO 

MT.ZION 

SHILOH 

MAMMOTH 1ST 

A request fl·om the Cotton Creek Church was submitted to receive Bro. Hensley 
into the MO=ARK Association. Motion was made, seconded and carried to refer 
the request to the Ordaining Council. 

Motion made, seconded and carried to allow the Moderator to appoint 2 members 
to the Ordaining Council to examine Brother Russell Hensley. Those appointed 
wereJohn Holesapple, Sr, andJames Lee Reed. 



The tloor was opened for nominations for a Speaker at the next meeting. Bro. 
Russell Hensley was nominated and elected by vote of the Conference to bring the 
message at the May 19, 2012 meeting. 

Reports given: 

Auditing Committee gave their report, (motion made, seconded and carried to 
receive the report). 

Treasurer Report was given with an ending balance (including the evening offering) 
of $2,774.20. Motion was made, seconded and carried to receive the report. 

General Board Report was given by Bro. Ronnie Blanks. He reported that Bro. Stan 
Bunch is the new Executive Secretary for MOFWB. Motion was made, seconded 
and carried to receive the report. 

There were no churches that requested to host the May 19, 2012 meeting. Bro. 
Moderator invited the churches to present vvritten request to the clerk at the recess. 

Report from the Ordaining Council was given with a recommendation to Receive 
Brother Russell Hensley into the Mo-Ark Association. Motion was made, seconded 
and carried. 

Meeting recessed for 10 minutes. 

Meeting called to order by singing "I Am Thine 0 Lord" led by Brother Phil Vance 
with Sister Esther Strain at the piano. 

Moderator resumes charge of the service. 

A report from Cotton Creek Church was given on Bro. Bion Irwin. 

Request for the next meeting was given to the Clerk during the recess from the Kosh 
Church and from the First Free vVill Baptist of West Plains. A vote was taken with 
First Free vVill being chosen by vote of the conference to host the May 19, 2012 
meeting. 

Congregation sang # 157 from the Best Loved Book, "When the Roll is Called up 
Yonder." 

Brother Ronnie Blanks preached from II Corinthians 2:11, regarding the church 
problems in Corinth. The sermon title was "Don't Let Satan Get the Advantage" 
Bro. Blanks listed (5) Ways Satan Gets the Advantage. 



There was a motion made, seconded and carried to offer a heartfelt thanks to the 
Mt. Zion FWB Church for hosting the January 21 meeting. 

Announcements were given: Refreshments in the Basement 

Sr. Adult Retreat 

Meeting was adjourned in prayer by Bro .] ohn H olesapple, ] r. 

Ministers Present: Darrell Strain, Ron Blanks, ] ames Lee Reed, Johnny H olesapple, 
Johnny Holesapple, Craig Hensley, Russell Hensley 

Deacons Present: Junior Brown, Lonnie D. Linson, Jim Kelly, Dave H olman, 
Charles Melton 

Clerks Present: W anda Melton 

Officers and Standing Comm. Present: Darrell Strain, Matthew Bowers, Phil Vance, 
Tim Bowers, Clifford Mitchner, Jim Kelly, Craig H ensley, Charles Melton 



MO-ARK DISTRICT 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

MINUTES: M/\ Y l q, ~0 l ~ Meetirlt>; 

·!'h e meel i 11g ol" the M ( )-/\ lU\. Disl r·icl o l Free \ tV i II I bpl isl was coJIVCIJed al Fl HS' I ' 
F'IU~E WILL OF \VEST PI AINS or1 M/\ Y I ~), ~0 I~ . The mecLing was opened hy 
Cle rk, jeff H oneycutt. Opening prayer was given by Brother .Junior Brown follovved 
by Bro. Phil Vance leading the cont,'Tegatio n in a Song titled "H eaven ly Love" (pg. 
579) H~th Sis. Esther Strain at the piano. 

Clerk, .Jeff Honeycutt had a short d evotion with a scripture reading from Gal. 6:4-9. 

Don't be weary in doing good. There needs to be a difTere nce betwee n the Christia.n 
and the vvorld. The world we live in has many had trail<;, many people go out of 
their way to do bad and cause contlict. We as Christians should have as our go~ll to 
spread the gospel. 

Clerk turns the sen~ce over to the Mode rator. Moderator extended a welcome ~m el 
inv-ited visit-ing brothers <mel sisters into the Conference. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read by Clerk.Jdf Honeycutt and a motion 
was made, second ed and carried to accept the minutes as read . 

Church letters vvere read by Clerk.Jetl Honeycu tT. Motion was made, seconded and 
carried to receive the church le tte rs and the de legates were seated with prayer by 
Bro. Blanks. Hav-ing been duly and properly seated the delegates may now 
pa1ticipate in the business portion of the m eeting. 

BAILEY 3 

COTrON CREEK 3 

FIRST FREEWILL 3 

KOSHKONONG 3 

LINGO 3 

MT.ZION 3 

SHILOH 3 

MAMMOTH 1 '~' 0 

Nominat-ions for a speaker at the Sept. DistricL Meeting were accepted from the 
noor. Brother Darre ll Strain and Brother .James Lee Reed were both nominated . 
Brother .Tames Lee Reed (16) votes, Brother Darre ll Strain (1 :-3) votes. Brother 

.James Lee is elected by general consent. 



Bro. Moderator Gd led for peti ti on ~try letters and corresponding messengers. Brother 
f<r<tnk \tVebster spo ke o n the Sh ow Me Plan and gave a short repo rt regarding 
M i.-; sions. He sta ted that C od is doing great things in Missions and he asks !'o r 
co nti nued support o l· the Sh mv Me Plat!. Motio n made , seconded atH! carried to 
acce pt hi s re port. 

CL\I LIV\L Bl .SI NLSS: 

Trcctsttrns lk port w;ts t;i\e tl $'2H.'> 7 .'20 1.'> l O.OO ··$: l:l() 7 .'20(1 J;d;lt!Ce ;tl k r thi s de posi t 
is lllade . \!l otion tnade . seco tldcd , and ca rried to <tccept th e treasures re po rt as gi\en. 

\!l otion vvas made , seconded and carried: to have a check written fo r $1200.00 for 
the Missouri State du es fo r the 8 churches in the Mo-Ark District. 

Mode rator stated that one church had requesteci the Sept. District Mtg and that was 
Bailey . Motion was made, seconded and carried that the Sept. Meeting be held at 
the Bai ley FWB Church of Alto n. 

Moderato r as ks fo r a Mo tio n be made to e lect delegates to the State Assoc iation 
Mee ting. Moti on was made , seconded and c:arriecl to have Bro. Ronnie Blanks and 
Sister Blanks attend the State Meeting of F\NB as delegates for the MO-ARK 
AssociCJ.tion. 

\IL'vV BUS I NESS: 

T he Clerk and Ass istant Clerk were give n the tas k o f revamping the forms used , by 
the churches in the MO-A RK Associati on, to report the info rmation at each District 
Meeting ;.ts well as the Yearl y Meeting. Motio n was made , seconded and carriecl to 
adopt the new fo rms 

REC ESS: 

Moderato r calls for <Ul y o ther business to be brought bef(>re the Association. Having 
none presented Brother Charles Melton dismisses the confe rence in prayer for a 
I Om inu te recess. 

'vVORSHIP SERVI CE: 

Spec ial Singing by Siste r Hensley "I Keep Praying" 

Moderator reconve nes the meeting with Bro the r Vance leading the co n§.,'Tegatio n in 
song "In My Hearl Rings a Melod y" (pg . . ScH)) with Sister Smith as the piano . 

Message was give n by Brothe r Russe ll Hensley titled "Presenting the Glorilied 
Christ" Chri stiCJ. ns have a H o pe , a Peace , an Assurance of their Heavenly H o rne! 



We need the encouragement of other Christians in word and deed. We will have 
Storms but Goci's light filters through the storm and we get the choice of letting His 
light SHINE or we can let it burn out. T'he Choice is OURS!!! 

Closing song "Softly and Tenderly" was led by Brother Vance with Sister Smith at 
the piano. 

Motion made, Seconded and carried to olfer our Heartfelt Thanks and 
Appreciation to the Host Church. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Everyone is inviteci to stay for refreshments in the fellowship hall. 

First Free Will has cookbooks for sale with proceecis going to the building fund. 
Cookbooks are $12.00. 

Shiloh's pastor is resigning as the end of the month. If you know of any prospective 
pastors please let them know. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

vVe are adjourned in prayer by Brother Franks. 

Ministers Present Darrell Strain, Ron Blanks, John Holesapple, Russell Hensley 

Deacons Present.Junior Brown, Lonnie D. Linson,.Jim Kelly, Dave Holman, 
Charles Melton 

Clerks Present W~nda Melton 

Officers and Standing Comm. Present Darrell Strain, Matthew Bowers, Phil Vance, 
Clifford Mitchner, Jim Kelly, Charles Melton 



MO-ARK. DIS1~RICT 

OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 15, 2012 

The n1eeting of the M 0-ARK. District of Free Will Baptist vvas 

convened at the Bailey F\\TB Church on Septen1ber 15, 2012. 

The 1neeting was opened by Moderator in the absence of Clerk, 

Jeff Honeycutt. Opening prayer '"'as given by Bro.] ohnny 

Holesapple follo\¥ed by Bro. Vance leading the congTegation in 

song vvith Sis. Esther Strain at the piano. 

Moderator, Darrell Strain had a short devotion; reading Iion1 St. 

] ohn 10:1, know the Shepherd's Voice! 

Moderator, Bro. Darrell Strain, extended a '"'elcon1e to and 

ii1vited visiting brothers and sisters into the Conference 

appreciating their attendance. 

Minutes fi-oi11 the previous n1eeting \¥ere read by Asst. Clerk, 

Terrie I-Ioneycutt. A n1otion was n1ade, seconded and carried to 

accept the minutes as read. 

Church letters '"'ere read by Moderator in the absence of Cleric 

Motion Nlade, Seconded and Carried to receive the church 

letters and the delegates \¥ere seated with prayer by Bro. Russell 

Hensley. Having been duly and properly seated the delegates n1ay 

now participate in the business portion of the n1eeting. 



BAILEY 

CCYif()N CREEK 

FIRS'T FREE WILL 

KC)SHKONONG 

3 

3 

3 

LINC;O 

M'TZION 

SI--IILOI--1 

0 

0 

MAMMOT'H 1S'I 1 

1 he floor was opened for non1inations 1()r a Speaker at the next 

111ecting. Brother l)arrell Strain was elected, by vote of the 

Conference , to speak at the next DistTict Nlee ting in January 

2013. 

Bro. Moderator called for Pctition~uy letters and corresponding 

rnessengers. Bro. Steve Liclel ga\'C a short report about the work 

in Panan1a and the explosive growth in that area. He also spoke 

about the International n1issions \Vork. Motion was n1ade, 

seconded and c;uTied to accept Bro. Lidels report. 

rrhcre was no unfinished business ;uld no conunittee reports. 

c;ENEl{AL Bl JSINESS: 

'T'he 'Treasurer's report was given by Bro. Scott Cline, Asst. 

T'reas. l-Ie reports that the babulCe is $2 145.60, a n1otion was 

Made, Seconded, and Carried to accept the treasurer's report as 

given. 



Moderator states there arc 2 churches that have requested the 

January 2013 District n1eeting. 'They ;.u-c Cot ton Creek ;.u1d 

Koshkonong. A vote was taken and the j£u1uary 19, 2013 District 

Meeting V\~11 be at the Cotton Creek Church mth a vote o f 16 to 

8. 

Bro. Moderator now calls for election of oflicers. Non1inations 

are now in order t<:)r the position of Moderator. Motions were 

n1ade, seconded £UH1 carried in each of the fo llowing otlices: 

Moderator: l)arrell Strain 

Asst. Moderator: Ronnie Blanks 

Clerk: J etl Honeycutt 

Asst. Clerk: T'errie Honeycutt 

'T'rcasurer: Matthew Bowers 

Asst. 'Treasure : Scott Cline 

Bro. Moderator now calls for the election of standing con1n1ittce 

n1en1bers. Motions were 1nade, seconded and carried that the 

following conunittee openings be filled as follovvs: 

Auditing Con1n1ittee: Brad Johnson tern1 to expire in 20 15 

Executive Con1n1ittee: Don Caruthers tern1 to expire in 2017 

Ordaining Credentials Conunittee: Russell Hensley te rn1 to 

expire in 2015. 



New Business: 

Letter li·on1 Stanly Bunch expressing his appreciation and 

praying f(H· the pastors and to keep on keeping on! 

Moderator ask that we suspend the agenda and have the 

announcen1cnts before the tnessage. It was so n1oved. Thanks 

~uHl appreciation (()r the prayers was given by Bro. l)avid 

I-Iolnl<Ul. Bro. Holesapple ask that we pray lor (;od to lead then1 

into revival. Prayer for our little church at Manunoth '"as 

requested. T'here were several prayer request tnade lor individual 

people 'vithin our own churches and within the l~trnily n1cn1bcrs 

of our churches. 

Lin~o church announced they were having 1t.{Y 11 year Anniversary. 

i\nnouncetnent was n1ade that there ~·c reli·cslunents in the 

basen1ent and you arc invited to stay and visit afler the worship 
. . 

service IS over. 

Moderator calls lc)r any rnorc business to be brought before the 

1\ssociation. !-laving none presented Bro. Blanks dis1nisses the 

conference in prayer (()l· a 10 111inute Recess. 

vVorship Service: 

Sis. Esther at the piano nrith Bro Vance leading the congregation 

in sing "Standing on the Pron1ises" and "Mansions over the 

Hilltops" 

Moderator then turns the service over to Bro. Jan1es Lee Reed to 

share 'vhat (;od has laid upon his heart. 



Bro. Heed told us he had been doing c;od's work l(>r 56 years 

and that he has learned that "\Vhcn (;od speaks to you----­

LIS~l'E:\f!" l-Ie read scripture out of (;en. ~i, Rev. ~1: 19, Ylatt. G. 

Bro. Heed rcn1inds us that the blood that \Yas shed upon the cross 

\Vas {(n· i\LL or us!! B l·~r it all stands with our choice to follow or 

not to l<>llow c;od's plan. Is your nan1c written in the Lat11bs 

Book of I Jife :) If not rnakc that a priority. 

Closin~ Rctnarks by Bro. Moderator: arc \YC busy rnaking fi~ 

lea,·cs to co,·cr what onl\' the blood of Christ can cover:)!!! 

l)isrnissed in prayer by Bro. Strain 

Bro Blanks thanked the Bailey Church l(>r allo,vin~ us to con1c 

and worship tonight. 

1\ssociation () lliccrs Present: l)arrell Strain, Clifl(>rd Mitchener, 

Phil \ranee, Scott Cline, Charles Melton 

Church Clerks: \Vancla Melton, l)onna Caruthers 

l)cacons: Lonnie Linson. Junior Brown, !)avid I-Iohnan, Charles 

Melton 

Ministers: l)arrell Strain, Johnny I Iolcsapplc, Russell I Iensley, 

Ron Blanks 


