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List or OrDAINED MINISTERS AND THEIR Post OFFICES.

|

1 Elder ELLIS GORE, ©  Boards Miils, Pickens, Co., Ala.

2 « W R.LATHAM, R-forw. "
3 <« W.H. McGEE. 2 ‘ “ ‘
4 “ S.P.McREYNOLS, Providence. e X «
5 = TMOLLOY. j, Miliport, “ ¥ N
PARSEE N Vakle: - Military S; rings, Lumar - o
7 <« J.M LGUYTON. ' Vernon, i “ “
8 < J.R ROBERTSON, = e i 1 oy
g & W.SPRINGFIELD, ? . ‘"
10 « PETER McGEE + “ ‘e e
11 “ JOHN HINTON, North Port, Tascaloosa,
12 ¢« BENJ. McCOOL; Auro, Lamar © o
13 = . B: F. MIXON, ‘ Carrollton, Pickens * %
- § }-

RULES OF DECORUM.

ARTICLE 1. 'T'he Association shall be called to order by the Moder-
ator who presided at the last Association: former Clerk also officiate,
nntil the Assoeiation shall be fully organized.

2. The Association shall bg opened and elosed by singing and prayer.

J. The Modertor and Clerk shall be eliosen by ballot at each Aszo-
ciation; a majority of the members present elects,

4. The names of the delegates from the different ehnrehes shall be
enrolled and ealled as often as may be necegsary during the Association

5. A majority of the delegates present shall rule in all eases, exceps
in the reception of ehurehes into our body, which mnst be nnanimons.

6. The Moderator shall vote in no ease only when the Association is
equally divided, but shall have equal right to speak npon any subjeet,
provided he appoint some brother present to the chair while speaking.

7. Only one person shall gpeak at the same time, who shall arise
and address the Moderator. 2

8. No brother shall be interrupted while speaking; unless he depart
from the subjeet in discussion or nse words ot personal retlection.

9« No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the same
subject without leave from the Association, nor more yhan fifteen mine
utes at a time.

10. No member shall langh or talk during the times the debates'ﬁﬁf

going ol :
11. No member shall absent himself from the “conterence  without
leave from the Moderator.

7=
PROCEEDINGS.
O i

The thirty-first annual session of the Mt. Moriah
Free-Will Baptist Association was held with Mt. Mo-
riah church Pickens county, Ala.. on the 8th and 10th
of Oct. 1881. Introductory sermon by Elder Wood
Springfield from 1st John i, 5. | After a few minutes
recess the Association was called to order by the for-
mer Moderator, Elder Ellis Gore; and after request-

ing Elder J. M. I. Guyton to act as Secretary pro tem.,
business was proceeded with in the following order:

1. Letters from the churches called for and read,
and names of delegates enrolled, as per statistical ta-

ble.

2. Proceeded to elect a Moderator and Clerk;
whereupon Elder Ellis Gore was clected Moderator
and Elder J. M. I. Guyton, Clerk.

3. Open the door for recéption of churches into
our body: a petitionary letter was presented from Mt.
Zion church; the church having been organized upon
our Articles of Faith; having been examined and found
orthodox, was received and the Moderator gave the
right hand of fellowship to thé delegates and cordial-
ly invited them to seats with us, and to participate
in our deliberations. :

4. Called for corrgspondence from sister Associa-
tions, a letter from Vernon Association read and re-
ceived.

9. The following committees were appointed :
(1) On Finarce:—\\V . Hardin, R. S. Fields.

(2) On Prewhing:—H. M. Ayers, M. W. Daumau, J. H. Es-

tes and the Descons of Mount Morinh chareh.

(3) On Documents and Order of, Business:—Thos. Molloy,
W. R. Lathaw, J. R. Robertson, aud the Moderator and Clerk.
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4 PROCEEDINGS

6. The committee on preaching reported: B_reth-
ren McReynols preach to-morrow at 10 o’cloek, Mol

loy at 11. ) |
On motion adjourded to meet Monday mornmg ab

Sabbath, at 10 o’cl_bck, brother McReynols preach
ed an excellent and eéffective sermon to a large and
attentive audience. At 11 o’clock, brother Molloy
préached to a very large and orderly congregation.

8 o’clock. :

N

MoNDAY Morxixg S o'clocek,

The Association et pursuant to adjournment.

Prayer by the Moderator.
= Minutes of Saturday read and approved.
‘g (Called for reports of committees. "
The committee on Documents reported as follows:
We RECOMMEND; e |
Ry (1) That the circular letter written by brother J. M 1 Gflj'-
“ton be read and appended to the minutes. ; |
(2) That the next session of the Association be held with 3
Tabernacle church three miles west of Feruvale Tuscaloosa ;

- county Alabawma. _ ' !
(3) That Elder Taomas Mblloy write the next circalar letter; ]!
)

choese his own subject.
() That brother Guyton be continned as Treasurer.

(5) That brother Guyton Superintenl the printing of the :
Minutes. -

(6) That, as to descipline, me:nbers of other charches jn-in-
ing our churches be required, where it 1is practical, to bring
letters of dismission from their former churches.

(7) That brethren Guyton and Robertson be appointed as cor-
responding messengers to Vernon Association; brother Gayton
corresponding Secretary.

(8) That brother Molloy preach the next introductory Ser-
mon; brother W. H. McGee alternate.
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9. That the following resolutlions presented by El-
der E. Gore be adopted : |

(A) Resolved, that we recommend the great importance of
sustaining the Baprist Review, as the §uccess of our cause de-
pends, to a great extent, upon the sucgess of our paper.

(B8) Resolved, that we pntl‘uﬂiﬂﬂ and recommend the prohibi-
tion law, ;.

(¢) Resolved, that the pastors of oug churches keep up Sab-
bath Schools. o

(n) Resolved, that the :ninisters nﬁ_ the churches ascertain
and collect the amount that each churéh will pay for a mission-
ary to ride during the next Associational year, and report the
same to brother Guyton by the first of December next.

On motion the report was add:_)pted and committee
discharged. ;

18. On motion adopted the following resolution
offered by Elder J. M. I. Guyton:

That whereas there has been auma'; dissatisfaction as to the
distribution of the minutes of this and the Southern Baptist
Association; therefore be it resolved that the printer be requir-
ed to send the winutes to the post offices of the several church-
es according to the amount paid by each after retaining funds
to pay pusiage &c. :

11. Committee on Finance reported $21.30 for
Mt. Moriah Association and $2.30 for S. B. Association.

12. Called for reports of Union Meetings :

One to be held with Macedonia Church, commencing on Fri-
day before the second Sabbath in Angust 1882; Elder E. Gore
10 ] preach the introductory serwon, Elder J. R. Robertson al-
ternate. '

13. Reports of Sabbath-Schools:

Mount Moriah reports a goold School in successfal operation;
Shiloh reports a good School with fluttering prospects for the
futuare.

14. On motion our sincere thanks are hereby ten-
dered to Mount Moriah church and vicinity for their

. 'i_
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0 PROCEEDINGS.

hospitality and kindness during the present session.
15. On motion adjourned to meet on Saturday be-
fore the second Sabbath in October 1882, at the place
appointed; the Association sung an appropriate hymn
and gave the parting haud amid tears of joy.
Frris Goure, Moderator.

Wil
g
A

J. M. I. Guxyrox, $lerk.

CIRCULAR LETTER.

——

To the brethren composing the Mount Moriah Free-
IWill Baptist Association:—

Desr Brereres, at your last session you appointed me to
write vour nex$ circular, choose my own subject. I have con-
clnded to write a short essay on the Fdueation of the ministry.
Then the question arises should we edncate onr ministers? and
if so how is this to be accomplished, ["irst, then we contend
that they should be educafed. The mind is the one talent which
every sane man possesses; and Le that will not regulate and
employ it to the best advantage, acquires the character and re-
ceives the condemnation of*‘the Slothfal Servant.” The res-
ponsibility of man to edncdte tells on the immortality of tlas
e other and wore imposing diseriptions of

being. There may |
comprehensive and trune than

hell and heaven; but none, more
this. “He that is filthy, remains filthy Still,” no worse hellean
be dreaded: and he that is Loly remains holy still ; no brighter
- ~ D
heaven can be desired. f
Minpisters are teachers (Matt. xxiii, 18, 19, 20 and  therefore.
should know more than any other class, for it is there business
to teach. All good teachinz muust flow from copions knowledge,
The shallow fountain eannot emit 4 virorons stream.
We are told, by some, that we hve and learn and die and for-

get all; but brethren this is a bu/l mistake, we live and learn

» s L
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A
wn for thes we will be taught by
the divine teacher him who never (*rrB.‘; Hence the educated
mind here wili be betler Pnipﬂred to igﬂter upon the proper
Then we must educate: The
is.beyond all measure. It
3 and aungments

CIRCULAR LETTER 7

more than we have ever kno

training in that world above.
relative extent of this respullﬁibilit}'-
increases with the widening sphere of influence,
with the lapse of time. ;
Sontd reverberates through immnesiy.
reacts throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity.
the eldacated mind, uttered eenturies pasgt, are still tellin
minds of wenino the preseat day. Ta wuzhts the off-spring of the
undving mind inherit au ea iless laration as their rightfal patri-
HIOLY. " And long, loug afier the worm had feasted on the ton-
gae that uttered, or on the hand that ;recurded the thoughts
Shall the thoughts possess an immor-
¢ which shall they reunite with their

oyment of bliss, or in the endarance of

Education acts and
Thoughts of
g on the

of the educated mind.
tality. in the exercise O
parent mind 1n the en]
woe without end. X

Taucht and sent by the Soirit of God, our youthful brethren
ortiieless to study the Bible;ghey seed to know the
rales. and power and right use of theig own langunage; it will
Lo to their a-lvantage to know some what of the langunage which
lgeting them as vehicles of his inspiration;
yared to repel the many forms of
‘hristian fajeh; were they to learn

men and the arms by
ombatted.

nee:dl nev

God honored 1:}' S
and they will be better prej
heresy that now assail the (
somethine of the history of error and
whi=l it has been most successfally ¢
God for the fact that we havea Gore, a Springfield,
wen of the largest usefulness, who have
never had the advantages of au education. They are self-
tanght wen. Yet with a nnited voice these men of deserved 1n-
e are advocating an educa-

We bless
a Mollov. and a Lewis.

Haenoe. and most competent to judg
1 ministry. J
[ neducated and self made men have, by the ascendency of
made their way into the halls of Congress,but these are

roposition, that it is best

1450

oellus,
3.
Lever found advocating the oeneral p
to leave ove to educate hiwself because the perilous experl-
ment Lias sncceeded in their own case.

1f educatlon was intended to mlpm-s{nhz the teachings of the

Holy Spirits if it were ever to be forgotten that only He -can

e o
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8 CIRCULAR LETTER

qualify and commission the heralds of the cross, and that his
grace is needed to sanctify and prosper every earthly “aid and
appliance,” we should unite in execrating as blasphemous arro-
gance, the attempt of those who would educate the youthful
ministers and missionary. But such is not the intent and Spir-
it of an education. That the buman and divine element must
be united we learn from the bistory of Apollas: He was mighty
in the Scriptures and fer¥ent in Spirit, and as Luoke tells us “he
instructed in the way of ‘the Lord™; yet Aqnila and Priscilla
“taught him the way of the Lord more perfectly.” Some op-
pose an educated winistry because, they say, Our Lord chose
His apostles from among the ignorant fishermen. So He did
but did not our Lord insfruct them in person, for three years,
before they were fitted for evangelizing the world ?

And, again, for what purpose did Paul go into Arabia, if it
were not that he might visit the same scene of savage grandeur
and solitude, which, centuries before, had been traversed by
Moses as the guest of Jethro, there in solitary communings with
his own heart. and his God, to be fitted like his holy predeces-
sor, for large and lasting asefulness?

And, again, did not Christ spend years of seclusion, retire-
ment, and meditation before He commenced His ministry?
Whence we conclude that we must have and educated ministry.
Now in the second place brethren how are we to accomplish
this end? Shall the young brethren be reqnired to study in the
scattered and brief remnants of time which they shall be able
to save, or borrow from other parsuits? Sha!l they be required
to buy, beg, or borrow t.hf books they may need as best they
can? '

No brethren, we must establish a Theological School and
furnish it with a well stored library some-where within the
bounds of the Southern Baptist Association.

I would suggest the following as the first plan: We have in
the Southern Baptist Association a membership of 3159, if each
member would pay ftwo dollars we should have $6,318. Some
would pay five, some ten &¢. Hence, it seems to me that it
would be an easy matter to raise £8000, annually, this would
start us a respectable College; provided the Southern Baptist
Association proves to be a success; if we should fail in this, as
a second plan: We bave in our own Association four handred

CIRCULAR L E‘T TE R. q
and two (402 members, and Vernon Association has five hun-
dred and eightv-nine. (559, making a total of nine hundred and
ninety-one, Y91 at two dollars, é:wh} we should bLave one
thou-and, nine hundred and eighty twe (1952) dollars and some
will pav niore, as we have stated before.

Hence provided, we ean get the Vernon Association to unite
with us, we can raise two thousand, ($2000), dollars with which
we can start an Acalemy with a view i organvizing a College
after a while, Qur first plan, if this should fail, I oifer as a
third. the following: ILet usascertaig how wany young minis-
ters in our own Association Jdesire an educntion aud wake up
the money to buy their books, to payv their board and trticu
and seund them to sowe good Sehool,suntil we can make one
or the other of the ]H't*{‘:t::]i:,-:; }u:;‘ulg. 1 SUCCESsS,

Brethiren let us elect trustees, and go to work at once to make
the first plan a success; but if we fail in this let ns try the Se-
cond, mud if we fail in this, I know we can make the third a

SUCCESS, .
Bretbren it is trne that we are poor and out of the one hun-
dred and twenty-five (125). Theologienl Schools in the TUrited
States cnly one belongs to the Free Will Baptist denomination:
but let as not become disconrased orctbis account, for we will,
if we properiy discharge onr duties, constitute a link in the
den en«in which reaches the whale distance from earth to heav-
11, -
In eonclusion, vouthfal miuistering brethren let me sav to

vou, that von are onr futare bhope and to you belongs the hon-

‘or of weaving 1nto this chain one link hi:h{.‘r than vour }',*!"i't'if:‘

cessor. I this let ns not be disappainted. Go on then in the
attainaeut of knowledge audever strike for this link in the gol-
aew <hain, and your predecessors. many of them, will look d-:wu
from the Ligher abode with iutivite delight and beckon ¥oa up

to the skies. zp
May the Lord bless all onr eforts and ineline our hearts to
the rim,_,rht !-:l'lh. J. AL . GUYTON,
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RTIC ;;s OF FAITH.

ArTICLE 1. We believe that there is only one true and living God,
who is the Snpreme Ruler of heaven and earth, self-existent Creator
of all things, and revealed ng_{der the personal distinetions ol Futher,Son
and Holy Ghost, equal in e{‘e#ry divine perfection. and existing in  dis-
tinet but barmonious offices i the great work of redemption.

ART. 2. We believe the Bely Bible was written by men divinely
inspired, and i3 a perfect tréasure of heavenly instraction; that it has
God for its author. Salvatioa for its end, and Trath for its matter;
that it reveals the principlesdy which God will judge us, and  there-
fore ig, and shall remain to the end of this world, the centre of Chris-
tian union, the supreme staundard by which all haman conduet, ereeds
and opinions will be tried. ' '

ART. 3. We believe that @an was created holy, under the law of
hig Maker, but from voluutary transgression fell from that happy state,
in consequence 6f which all ggankind are now depraved. and wholly un-
able of their own free will and ability to recover themselves from the
fallen state in which they are by nature.

ART. 4. We believe thav God has not fixed the futnure state of man-
kKind by an absolute and unconditional decree, but salvation iz offered
in the Gospel free to all, and i sinners are lost forever, it will be their
own fault.

ArTe 5. We believe that Christ by his death and sufferings, made
an atonement for the sins of @l mankind in geveral. and every individ-
nal in partienlar: however, that none bnt thoze who believe in Him ean
he partakers of the divine benefits.

ART. 6. We believe that true faith cannot proceed from the exers.

cise of our national faenltics widd powers, or from the foree an'd opera-
tion of free will, sinee man in eonsequence of his natural corruption, is
incapable either of thinking or deoing anything spiritually gootl.

ART. 7. We believe in a general appiication of the grace of God to

fallen man, sufliciently to enable hitn morally and actually to ebey the
requirements of the law of lilerty. ja. 1 ch., 25v.5 this iz, to act saving
faith, John, le, 9v.: however, Tione but those who believeor acquiesce
in Christ will be =aved thereby—Act<, 17: 311 Romn. 2: 19; John, 3: 19.

R —

ART. 8. We believe in the free moral ageney of man, by the gmace

of God, before and after conversion. and that he is laid under no invin-
cible neeessity, by his Creator, to act in any given way; that it he Jives
after the flesh, he shall die, bat if he, through the spirit, do mortify the
deeds of the hody. he shall livel and therefore man is always a  proper
snhject of admonition and exhartation,  Heb. 3: 11, 12, 12: Rom. 1.8:

14: Mark 13: 13: Eze. 18: 24: Fev. 2 and dehe; Eze, 33: 13 and 18: 1 Tin.
i F- ._-.
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4: 1: Heb. 3: 5: 1 Cor. 10: 12 and 22v.5 1 Pefer 1z 10.
ART. 9. We believe that a visible churel of Christ '
of believers, associnted by covenant in thg;ﬁ“f_trh I_f‘l.nd Il%llnw.slup of the
Gospel, observing the ordinances of Christ, ,i;'m'm;_{unl by Iusjh:w, and
privileges invvsted in them by his word;
I pastors and deacons, whose
: istles to Timothy

is a congregation

exercise the gifts, rights and

that its only proper officers are bishops or

qualifications. elaims amnd duties are defined.in the Ep

ard Titus, 3

ART. 10, We believe that Christian 1>n_pﬁﬁill is immersion in water,
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Gisost, and that believers are

the proper subjeets. g

ART. 11. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is of perpetual obliga-
tion, by which the members of the churegh in the use of bread and
wine, ::re to commemorate together the dyibz love _f.l[' Christ, preceded
alw:®s by solemu self-examination. 1 :

. ART. 12.  We believe in the I'E‘Sllﬁl‘l'uutiﬁn‘-‘(‘tf the dead, :{lld the gen-
eral jadguient; that the joys of the righlt;‘{ing.'unﬂ punishment of the
wicked. will be eternal, upon principies of #race and justice.

ART. 13. We believe in open or mixed gommunion, and the chuarch-
e< of our bady are anthorized, throngh thels pastors, to invite Chris-
tians of all orthodox chinrches, who are in zood standing in their res-

peetive ehurches, to, commune with usat ,L_lnje'Lnrtl-s tahle.
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