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ARTICLE 1. T t.P .\c:..:o<:iarion !'hall he calle<J to ordt>r by the ~roclPr­
ator who presiuprl at t lw Ja ... t A..:~ucial ion: f~>rm•· r Cle1 k ~·l~o ofliciatt·, 
1111til the A~..:ocinrio11 :-hall be fnlly or:,!alliZl·tl. 

2. 'l'he A:::M>Ciation !'lrallbif o perw1l and elo"•'il h.\' ::i11~iug- anrl pra~·t>r· . 
!3. 'l'he ~fodr•rator a11d Clt+k ~frail he clto:::e n b ,· ballot at P:H:h A~so­

ciation; a majority of the IIWtphrr~ pn·l-'L' llt t· lt•t:r,..: 
4. Tlw names 11f tlw clelegatf'~ from the dlfti•rt>nt chnrr hes. hall be 

enrolled and e;tllerl a;; ofteu ns may he nec··~~ary durin~ the A~~ociation. 

5. A majority of till' clcle!a\tcS , ,.,.c:pnt ~ha ll rule in all <:a!'Pr:. <•xct•p:. 
in the rcc1• ption of churches into our hotly. which must be unanimon~. 

G. Tlw )lodt•Jo:lt()r ~h :dl vote in II() C<\:,;P orll\· wlwn tl11• A!':;:oci:Hiou is 
eqrmlly cliyitlt>d, but !'lla.ll ha,·e equal ri;d• t to· ~twuk upon au~· suhjt>ct, 
pwvilled he appo int surnc brotlll't prt<st•trt to th(' (·hair whilt> ~l•t':tkiug-. 

7. Only one p~>r:o:on ~-; hall speak at the .<.:arne t ime, who shall ari;;e 
awl ad1lrc!'S tlw llodcmtor. ' 

S. No brotlwr s half be interruptNl whil e Fpt-akiu!r; u~lt·!'!l he depart 
from the snbjPcr. iu t'tiscusl'lion or n=-e wonl.~ or pe~vual n·lh•ction. 

9, ~o pe rson ~haJI bt· ullowcd to ~penk mon• than twi<;c 011 tlw ~arne 
sul,jcct without lc·a ve froru til~ Associ:\tioll, 1101' mnre \-lltlll tifH•cn min• 
utcs at n time. 

10. No member '!tall laugh or talk dmiug the time~ tlu! ucbatcb·nl(' 
going ou. 

11 . No m e mlx•r !<hall nbst.·nt him~clf from 
lea\'c fl'otn the ~Jodcrator. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 
f 

--o--
1 

The thirty-first rtnnual session of the ~It . . Moriah 
Free-\Yill Baptist Association was held with Mt. ~{o­
rin.h church Pickens county, Ala .. on the 8th and lOth 
of Oct. 1881. Introductory s~rmon by Elder Wood 
Springfield from l st John i, 5. _ ... t\.fter a few n1inutes 
recess the .Assoc iation was called to order by the for­
mer ~loderator, Eluer Ellis Gore; and after request­
ing Elder J. M. I. Guyton to act as ~ecretary pro tem., 
business was proceeded with in the following order : 

l. L etters from t.he churches called for and read, 
and names of delegates enrolled, as per s tatistical ta­
ble. 

2. Proceeded to e lect a ~Ioderator and Clerk; 
whereupon Elder Ellis Gore mw elected Moderator 
and Elder J. ~f. I. Guyton, Clerk. 

3. Open the door for reception of churches into 
our body: a. petitionary letter was pre sen ted from l\1 t . 

Ziou churc h; the church having been organized upon 
our Articies of Faith; having been examined and found 
orthodox. was received and the Moderator gave the 
right hand of fello~ship to the delegates and cordial­
ly invited them to scats with us, aud to participate 
in our deliberations. 

4 . Ualled for correspondence from sister Associa­
tions, a letter from ·vernon As.':iociation read and re­
ceived. 

5. The following committees were appointed: 
(1) On F i11r.tuce:- \\ ru. Hardiu, R. ti. l~'ielrlt'. 

(:2J o,~ Pre~v;ltin'J:-H. ~I. Ay~rs, .}1. \V. Duumn.u, J. H. F..s­
te~ uud t he DeliC•HlS of Monul .i\Iorii_th church. 

(3) On D r,;umrn ll1 u.wl Onle1· of Busiuess:-Tbos. ~{olloy, 
" -· lt Lath au, J. Lt U.; l>ertsou, aud the Moderator und Clerk . 

J 
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G. The committee on preaching reported: Breth­
ren :McReynols preach to-morrow at 10 o ·dock, Mol 

loy at 11. 
On motion adjourned to meet ~~on day morning' at 

8 o'clock. 
Sabbath, at 10 o ·c!ock, brother ~f c Reynols preach­

ed an excellent and efl'ective sermon to a large and 
attentive audience. • At 11 o'clock, brother l\lolloy 
preached t~ a Yery large n.nd orderly congregat.iL'n . 

:o:--
.. . . llO~DAY ~JOR~I~G 8 o "clock, 

The Association met pursuant to adjournment. 

Prayer by the lloderator. 
7. ~1inutes of Saturday read and appro\·ed. 
8. Called for reports of committees. . 
The committee on Documents reported a3 follows: 

t 
WE RECO~DIE~D; 

(1) That the cjrcub.r lett<·r written hy brnther J. )f. I· Gny-

ton be ren.d and appended to the min ntf:'S. · · 
(2) Tbut the next s£:ssinn of the A s~ocintion be hPld with 

TaberBacle church tiJree miles wt st of F~ru>a: c Tuscaloosa 

county Alabama. 
(H) That Eldet· Tu.-yna~ :\1 >11 >':i wt·ite th., next circnl?.r letter; 

choese his own snbject. 
(-!) Tbat brother Guyton he cnntioned as Tr~asurer. 
(5) That brother Guyton Hnperinten 1 tbe printing of the 

Minutes. 
(6) That, as to desciptine, members of other churches join-

ing our churches be required, where it. is practical, to bring 
letters of dismission from their former churches. 

(7) That brethren Guyton and Hobertson be appointed as cor­
responding messeugers to Vernon Asc:;ociatioo; brother Guyton_ 
corresponding Secretary. 

(8) That brother ~Iolloy pren.!:b the next introductory Ser-

mou; urot.her \<l. H. ~IcGee n.lternatc. 
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9. That the following resoluttons presented by El­
der E. Gore be adopted: 

(A) Re8o/ved, that we recommend the great importance of 
sustaining the Bll'TIST R£\'IEW, as the ffUccess of oar cause de­
pend~, to n great extent, upon the sucQess of onr paper. .. 

(n) Resolvecl, that we patrvnize aud recommend the prohibi-
tion ltl.w. 

(c) Resolvecl, that the pastors of o~ churches keep up Sab-
bath Schools. 

(n) Resolverl, that the ~ninisters of the churches ascertain 
nod collect the amount tbat each church will pay !or a mission­
ary to ride during the next Associatiohnl yenr, and report the 
s·lme to brother Guyton by the fir:;t of December next. 

On n1otion the report was adopted and committee 

discharged. • 

18. 
offered 

On motion adopted the following resolution 
by Elder J. ~f. I. Guyton: 

TIJat whereas there has been some: dissntisfaction n.s to the 
distribution of the minutes of this and the Southern Baptist 
.\ssociation; therefore be it resolved tbn.t the printer be requir­
ed to seud the wiuute.s to the post. offices of the several churc.h­
E>S according to the amonnt paid by ench after reL1iuing funds 
to puy post age &c. 

11. Committee on Finance reported $21.30 for 
1ft. Moriah Association and $2.30 forS. B ...... -\~Jsociation. 

1~. Uallcd for r eports of Union Meetings: 
One to be held with Macedonia Chnrcb, commencing ou Fri­

.~ay before the second Sabbath iu A.ngust 1R82; Elder E. Gore 
topreac·h the introductory s~rtuon, Elder J. R. Robertson al­
ternate. 

......... 

13. Reports of Sabbath-Schools: 
M:ount 'Moriah r eports a gooJ School in successful operation; 

Shiloh reports a good School with fluttering prospects for the 
future. 

14. On motion our sincere thanks are hereby ten­
dered to ?\fount ~foriab church and vicitiity for their 

i ) --
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hospitality and kindness Juring the preseut session. 

15. On n1otion adjourned to meet on Saturday be­
fore the second Sabbath iu October 18u:2, at the place 
appointed; the ...:\.ssociation sung an appropriate hymn 
and ga\·e the parting hatrJ amiLl tears of joy. 

n. Er.u~ Go:!E, ~lutlerator. 

J. ~1. I. GGYTOX1 .. ~lcrk. 

)1' 
---:1>:--

• 
~ 

• 
CIRCULAR LETTER .. 

To the brethren composing the .11fount !tforialz Free­

Trill Baptist Association:-
DEAR BRETHRE:-<, at ~nnr last ses~ion you appointed me to 

writP your ne:d circnlar, cboo~e my owo subject. I have cnn­
eln,Jed to write n short es~y on the Edncn.tioo of the winistry. 
Tueo the question arises sbonH we cclntn.te nn r nJioisters? awl 
if so bow is this to lJe a<'compJi ... h 8<1. Fjr:-;t, theu ,,.e conteud 
thnt they should be educa'fid. Tlte mi n\1 i:; the onE' tnlf-'nt wuich 

eYtry sane man posses'les; an ~1 lif' lltnt will uot regnlate an1l 
en1ploy it to the best adYantS~gC>, arqnirE>s the cbn.racter and r <:'­
ce:-ives the condemnation of.."tuf' SJoti.fql S E- nant." Tbe r~R­
})Oosibility of man to ednctite tF-lls on the imLtl0rtality of tLis 
b eing. There may be otue1· ar.d utore impo!-ing di~criptioos of 
bell and heaven; hnt none, ntPrf· coruprehen~i ,·e and trne tban 
this. '•He that is filthy, r em.tin:. filtuy Still," no w~rse h~A­
be drearled; and ue· that i~ Lvly rc111<1ins b')ly still; no brighter 

h ea.\·en can be desired. 
Thnisters are teachers ()Iatt. x:xiii, 18, 1!1. 20) and therefore. 

should koow more than arJy o~b1·r chs~. f,Jr it is there busineRa 
t o teach. All good tEncbin ~ lt..nst flvw from copions knowledge, 
The shallow fouotuin canndt ~ riJit a Yi..!•JriJD'5 stream. 

'\\e are told, by Rome, that w·~ li,·e and learn and die aud for­
g(;t all; bnt brethren this is a l1:vl wi,bke, we live aud Ienru 

--

CIRCL-LAR LE~T~H. 7 
-- 1 . 

lll l•:·\.· than we h·He e'"er l;:,, 0 wo f•>r the4 we wtll be taught by 
the di,·ine teat:her him who uen:r c.·fl'S.: Hence the educated 
1uind bert-! wili be beller prepared to ~cnter upon the proper 
training iu that world alx1Ye. Then e must educate: The 
rt hltive t:xteot of this resp~m~ibility. is beyond all measure. It 
i'l~·rdl!"e.:; with the wideuiug sphere of influence, and angments 

wi:h the lil~se of time. 
S(.Hll d reverberates through immnesi\.y. Edncntion acts and 

reacts tbron(Yhout the ceaseless naea of eternity. Thoughts of 
0 0 

the t.,z,r:ute(l wiocl, uttereJ centuries pa,t, nre still telling on the 
mi ul.l~ of wen iu tbe pra~e~t tb.y. To HtJbts the off-spring of the 
nn th ·in•' IUin l inherit au e:.1lless -hu·atiou as their ri00'htfal patri-

• 0 
IIIOD."- .And loug, luug after the wunu ht~.d feasted on the ton-
g nt· tLat nttere<1, or on the band that 1 recorded t}le thoughts 
of 1 he (•d tteHt~,z wind. Shall the tbonghts possess no immor· 
tal it,·. in tbe exercise of ~l.Jicb shall tbey reunite with their 

• p uc'nt nJind in the enjoytll:::nt of bliss, or in the eocluraoce of 

-" '·k ,,]tbont eud. 
T,\ught aoJ sent by the Sc>irit of Gou, onr youthful brethren 

nt·C:- l neYertiu~le:5s to study the Bible;,they oeed to know the 
rnl t';-; . and power allll riJbl use of tbein own language; it will 
k tu tln·ir a hn.ntage to know bome w!\a.t of the language which 
G ,L] h n 11 un·d hY sl:l~tina thetu as vehicles of his inspiration; 

• 0 

au:1 tl1 l" will be better pre p:1red to r epel the muuy forms of 
l 1 ~·re=- \· that rtnw as:5nil the Cllri ~tiau fu.iUl; were they to learn . . 
Sl>tue thitl~ of t ue hi~tory nf E-rrot· n.ncl ruPn and the arms by 
wl 1i..:h ir bas bl'en Utost suct:es:-.f;Jl\_Y combatted. 

\Ye bles" God fu r tue fact tha.t we have a Gore, a Springfield , 
a )lt)llo~. :u.d n L ev. is. men of tlJe lnr~~~t usefulness, ~ho haYe 
11"' ' e r h ·ttl the ad nwtages of an eJoc~Ltion. They are self­
tanabt wen. Yet with a uuitell voice these meri of deserYed io-

o 
t1t .... u c~·· n 1111 most comp~teut to jutlge are achocating an educa-

t t:l1 tniuistry. 
r neducated and self made men l.J ;we, by the ascendancy of 

gc-u1u~, 111ade tbE:-ir way iulo tbe balls of Congress.but these a re 
I.e' ..- r fo uutl advocating the general pTopositioo, that it is best 
tu 1\·tHe oLe to educate bill1SClf becnnse tue perilous experi­

weul bas succeeded in t.bcir own cu.se. 
• 

] f e<1uca~ ion was intend~d to superect1e the teachings of the 
1f ,

1
1y ~I .n·it; if it were ever to be forgotten that only He ·can 

• 

• 
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quo.Jify o.nd commission the hemlds of the cross, and that hi!i 

grace is needed to sanctify and pros per every earthly "aid and 

appliance," we should ao!te in execrating as blnspbemoos nrro­

gance, the attempt of those who would educate the youthful 

ministers and ruis~ionnry. But such is not the intent anti Spir­

it of an education. That the hnrunn and divine element muRt 

he united wP learn from the histo ry of Apollns: He wns mighty 
in the Scriptures and ftrl•ent in Spirit. and as Luke te!ls us ''he 

instructed in the way of 'the L o rd .. ; yet A.qnila null Prisci11a 

"taught him the way of the Lord more perfectly." Some op­
pose o.n educated ruioistry because, they say, Our Lord chose 

His apostles fro m among the ignorant fishermeu. ~o He did 

but did not our Lord instruct tbern iu person, for three yean~. 

before they were fitted fo r evangelizing the world? 

.And, again, for what purpose did Pau) go into Arabia, if it 

were not that. he might visit tbe same scene of savage grandeur 

and solitude, which, centuries bdore, had been tra\'ersed by 

1\Ioses as the guest of Jethro, there in solitary commuuiugs with 

his own heart. and his God, to bE: fitted like his holy predecer-;­

sor, fo r large anti lasting osE:fulness? 
And, n.gain, did not Christ spend years of seclusion, retire­

ment, and m etlitation bttfore He comruencecl His 111inistry? 

'\Yhence we conclude tbat we ruust bnve and educated ruinis!ry. 

Now in the second place brethreu how are we to nccompliRh 

this end? Shall tbe young brethren be rPqnired to stuJy in the 

scattered and brief reumn.nts of time w!Jich th£>y siJall be able 

to snve, or borrow from other pursuits? Sha!l tbey be required 

t o buy, beg, or borrow the books thf'y may need as best they 
? can. 

... 

No brethren, we must establish a Theological School 

furnish it with a well stored library some-where within 

bounds of the Southern Bllptist A:,~ocintiun. 

an<l 

tbe 

I would suggest the folk>wing as the first plan:. '\Ve ha•e in 
the Southern Baptist Association a werubersLip of 3159, if each 

member would puy two dullars we slwuld have $G,31R. Some 

would pay five, s ome ten &c. Hence, it se~n1s to me thttt it 
woulrl be an easy matter to raise $8000, annually, this would 

start us n. res p<'ctn.ble College; pru..-1tled the Southern Baptist 

Association proves to bo a sncces~; if we shoultl fail in thiR, nA 

a second plan: ~'c have in our own AHHOciation fo·1r hundrecl 

-

• 

• 

-
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;\ncl t\\O (-l fJ:~ nH·ruber::. and Yt·n l)ll .\osuciation ltas th\) buu­
'lred and c·i~ht~-airw. v> !I n ·(-i· g a to tal ufniuu lmnJred untl 
llint-t~--~•ut". !l~l l tlt t"''J dnll .r:'. t·acb1 we should La Ye oue 

tbou-:tncl. ll ine huudrett nnd t-:..,!Uty h\.'+) (lflH:l) dollar, anJ ~t,rne 

will p:\y 1. tll't·, a:-; ''e !Ja\e ~t:H~: •l ht>fort>. 
He•.'-·e }n·,,, 1Jt.l "e can cYt-' t L'-· Yeruon Associ:t!il)ll to unit\3 , ... 

witll ll:-. we c-an l'aise tw 1 tlwi~, :·w d, ' $:WOO). dollars \\itll wLich 
\Ye <'xn ::-t:Ht nn .\ l'a lc"tly '' itb :1 Yiew j:,f orgnuizing a Cv~1t:·ge 

aUE:r a wLiJl•. Our t1rst plul. J{ ;,!Ji'3 sf1on1Ll fai l, I ull'er :.h a 

I Lit a. 1 Ot> iullv" iucr: J.et n::: 'h•L't:ll~ Low lmlll\' YOUL~ miLi~-0 ~ , ... '-

ters ~:... 0nr O\\ u _\s5Pl'i:tlion •lt':.-:re nn ecllH.ot'ion aud u . .:1ke up 

the m .•u-~- l 1 buy l ht·ir I)' •ok-=. t ; P'Y tlH·ir lJfJ<lnl auJ ··! :icnt 
a11d ::.~:Hl th~ru tn sou1P go,,d :-: <:~nol,·nntil we cnn m:.ke one 

tll' th.- • :bel .,f t!JP prtCt-tli:J~ J ::111 ~ ;1 Sll('C(:S~. 

B! c: :,rc-n l•·t u-; elt'<:t t ru:-'t=-e-= arHl g l to work at on<:t to :n.1ke 
1he nrst plan '1 Sli<'Ct·-,s; bu 1 if \\._!·til in thi:-; let ns tn" tLe St:-- . 
C tl ll,l_ '!bl Jf ''E': f.1il i11 t!Ji", I know \\e can m akf' tue tL:rd a 

4 - .. 
Bret!lrf:' IJ it i.., trn ... thnt rr~> a: e p '1 r an1l ont of the 01.-:: h 'lD­

clred 1'\!..1~1 hn.·ll!Y-ti\'t: 1 }:l;)',. T!J ,..,.J,)••i ~tl Sclwo)s in t he rLite:J 
• 0 

Stat£-::- n~y ' ' llf: J,eJ,IrJg-::- to li te FrN: '\Yill B;1ptist deuon...:!}a 1i:m: 
hnt !ct .,, []t,t J,, t:oruc rli..,<:'Jllr;._r.- l or;this accomJt, for we: wi:l, 
if we 1•r •pF>rl.' t!i-.c·Largc-o onr dr~·iE-:::. C(IDStitn tr a 1iuk in :Lc g·-·~­
df-n c·i1 :: :1 \\' l.ir ·!~ re:teltPS lhr· v.L o]P <1!-.tanc:e from earth t · !:.le-:!Y-
t; l l. 

In<· 'L' ~ll,iun. Ynntbfnl lll!:..=,tE-Jinhrr l>retb re n let m7 'a" t n 
~ . 

y'1n, trnt Y••ll •L t , . onr fntll)'l· b :···and to yon belong~ tL~ 10r.-
·or c1f "--£-·l\ing into tl1is ('bain "! E: hn k highe r tLan ynur p;~dE:­

c·t-~'·lr . Jn I!Ji" Jt.r 11" llr!t IH· f1i,·1pp JfJtt~·cl. Go ou tLe:r. i!:. t Le 
all ni L•• t.r-! t r,f kun-;y]c>dgt: nt1 1 tn·r :-.trike fur this link in tlc gol­

oe •. "Drtil . a11d yonr pr,..c1N·•·<::. 1 "'· Pu~\11." of 1Uf'll1, "ill },-,. k d •.J 'I\U 

frnm tl.e l i_!!IJ!· r ~-tiJUch• witlt it.f.t i<<· tlPlight atHl uec·kor! ~ Ou t:p 
to t bc :-kih. 

:\f 1y !L&. L rml I Jlr·~;o;; all (•nr r·iY 11 ts"':''1ntl indiuc our ht-·nts t o 

tl1t· n•dJt ]1:•th. .T. -:\I I . (;"'CYTO~. 

• 

-
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