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PROCEEDINGS. .

The Thirty-fifth Annual Session of the Mov~T MoRriAH Frek-
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CWILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION was held with thv Ilully Springs YoaL i

church. in Pickens county Ala, on the 10th and 12th of October,
1385, The Introductory Serinon was preached by Eld. W ood

Npringtield, text 1 Cor, 141 49. A recess of Lialf hour, and dioner

~was taken. Afier which the delegation met in the house. After
~inging by the congregation and an edifying praver by Eld. IL. 11,

Tomlin business was transacted in the followiug order, viz:

1. Letters from the churches. called for, hnud{,d in and reml'

contents noted, as per statistical table.
o

Wood = pungnel_d was elected Moderator aud James H, L,te
Clerk. '

3. Opened 1!1& door for the reueptmu of churches into {le B

body: none presented.

4. Called for correapundence from sister Ahuemtmns. -

ceived a letter and messenzers from Veruon Awuuatmu. Eld.
T. W, Springtield and Eld R, Y. Tomlin, the men-en"t:ra from Ver-

1on Association, were cordially inv ited to Stult-n with us, ard their
presence highly appreciated. The Moderator gave them the rizht

hand of fellowship, --

5. Appoiuted thefollowing committees, viz: - | .

Oa Docements and Order of Lusiness—FEld. J. 11, Roberson, Eld
W, &, Latham, Eld. T. Nabers, W. I, Jarden, \Lunn lIutuumoa-
Moderator and Clerk. |

On Finance—Jozeph E. Woods and £ gbert Fields. .

On Lreaching—1. T. Guin, A. J.'layvs, S. L. ‘\L..Adanh aud
deacons of Iolly Springs chureh. Ly

O Temperance—A.J. Wallace, J. P, :uhermn, 1. Cash.

05 Sablath-sclools—Jd. XL Wright,J. W. Guvtou, J. G. Pearson.

On Deceased Ministers wnd })f"!f'fuhf-—-“ E. [1: u'dl,n M. B amlﬁrﬂ

-aud M, P’ Hutchinson, 5 5
6, Appointed as corresponding nnr:-tsengers u‘ith Vernon As-

- sociation brethren J. I Woods, LEld J. . Ilobersan, Eld. W,

- Springticid, W, E. Iarden, corresponding Et?{:rt:tﬂl‘}' Murtin

Iutehinzoun

Appointed as rurrespmulmmmenr-rwﬁrﬂ to '1 upr-}n Association

Td. W, Springlield, €. Schrimshaw, Moses McGee and \.ﬂhhu
MeSLan; Martin Hutchinson to wrne

Tk ]if: comtuiftee on Preaching "cpurta as hJ”f}t'.‘F: Iolid, Jeane
T. Nabers to preach fo-night; ENL J. 12, Rloberson, Sabb 'uh 4

2. Proceeded to elect & Moderator and Clerk, threupnn }Id
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o’cloek : Eld. R. 11. Tomliu. Sabbatl, 11 o'clock: Eld. T. W. Spring-
ticld at nizht.

On motion the Association adjourped uutil Monday morning,
8 v'clock,

SATURDAY NIGHT AND SABBATH.

Saturday night Eld. Isaae T. Nabers preached to alarge andd
orderly congregation: text Luke 13: 15, =abbath. 9 o'clock. Eld.
J. R Roberson preached an interesting sermon 3 text 13 Math, 12,
Eld. R. IL. Tomlin preached to a large and intelligent congrega-
tion at 11 e'clock Sabbath: text 1 Peter 1: 2. Subiject elegantly dis-
cussed on the word = Elect.” Eld. T. W. Springrield Sunday night,
Text 45 Genesis 43 he delivered an able and eloguent sermon.

MoNDAY MoOENING, 8 O'CLOCK.
The association met pursuant to aiijournment. Singing and pray-
er by the Moderator. After which the body was called to order.

8. The minutes of Saturday were read and approved.

9. CQCalled for reporis of committees, which were presented as
follows:

1. The committee on Documents and Order of Dusiness re-
commend that the Circular Letter (written by W. Springtield) be
adopted and appended to the minutes.

2. That the next session of ithizs Association be held with
Shady Grove Church. Lamar county, Ala. Elder W, 1. McGee
to preach the Introductory sermon, Eider Peter MeGee alternate.

3. That Bro. James I, Estes write the Circalar Letter and
choose his own subiect,

4. That James H. Estes be continued as Treasurer.

5. That Bro. James I, Estes prepare the minutes for publiea-
cation, and get the printing done where he can get it done the
cheapest,

6. We recommend the next Union meeting to be held with
Muacedonia chuarch to convene on Friday before the first Sabbath
in September, 18%4. Introductory sermon to be preached by Eld.
J. Ii. Roberson, Eld. J. . Jordan alternate.

7. The committee on Sabbath-schools report as follows: They
do not find as much interest as should be: they therefore recom-
mend to each church a greater interest in Sabbath-schools, as it is
certainly an auxiliary to the success of the cause of christianity ;
therefore we urge upon ministers of our order 1o encourage their
respective churches to attend to this much neglected enterprise.

8. The committee on T'emperance make the following report:
We believe that amongst the many evils we deem the intemper-
ate use of intoxicating liguoirs the greatest. AMany men who
might have been good and useful citizens who have became its
victims have fallen into sin, erime and desperation. In view of

I ™ — . T . - -

- — A ST S m————

-

o 0 L

¥

-

GO TN £Ads i oty

»
L]

~

L

R

N

WA

- i i S S S . g o - Sl
- - - E A p— —

—

3
L]
these facts we recommend that our ministers fathfully warn siu-
ners and professors of the various ewils and make temperance a

special subject. _
9. The committee on Finance report as follows: For minutes,

324,45,

10. The committee on deceased Ministers and Deacons report :
That our beloved brother Eld. .John Woodward has been removed
from us by death. Ile was pastor of Macedonia churcl, and was
much beloved by all. Also eur beloved brother Johun Brewer.
deacon of Mount Moriah church, has been removed from us by
death: we therefore recommend that we pay them a tribute of

respect, and append to the minutes.

11. [Resolved. That the Ministers of thé Gospel composing
this Association be recognized as standing delezates to all our
annual meetings, without election.

12. Resolred. That onr Ministers nse the best periodieals that
can be obtained according to ability, believing that it is their dnty
to show themseives approved workmen in the vineyvard of the
Lord. and especially to study the Bible, and report at the next
Association the suceess of their labors, inciuding mileage, nuni-
ber of organizations. ordinations of ministers and deacons, num-
ber of conversions: also the amount of money received for the
support of the Gospel during the associational year.

Report of Ministers’ labors.  Eld. W. Springficid reports as fol-
lows: Served 7 churches, traveled 3.000 miles. preached 112 ser-
mons, preached 7 fanerais, baptized 16, received by letter 3. re-
stored 3. excluded 1, ordained 1. ministers received by afiiliation

5. marriages Z.
13. Resolved. That we adopt the following order of business:
1st. The minutes of Saturday be read and approved. 2ud. RRe-

ports of Commaittees,

First—Report of committee on Documnents and oarder of busi-
nesz.  Second—Committee on Finance. Third-—Committee on
Sabbath-schools. Fourth—-Comnuittee on Temperance, Fifth-—-Coni-
miitee on Deceased Ministers and Deacons. =ixth—Report of
Ministers the past associational vear. Seventh—Ileport of Treas-
nrers of different churches, Eighth—Report of Cierks of differ-
ent churches. Ninth—Report af Delegates in revard to the sup-
port of their ministers and condition ot their chirceh houses, efc.

14, Resolved, That our thanks are due and are hereby tendered
to the members of the Holly Springs church. and the members of
other ehurches, apd the citizens of the community tfor their kind-
ness and hospitality, and for the assistance of the noble confra-
ternity in aiding us in our meeting during this session.

15, On motion the Association adjourned to meet at Shady
(irove church, Saturday before the second Sabbath in October,
1436,  After an eloguent sermon, delivered by Eid. 1L HL Tomlin,
an appropriate hymn was sung and the parting hand was taken
amid shonts and tears of jov, WOOD SPRINGFIELD,

Jaxes H. Estes, Clerk. Moderator.
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CIRCULAR I.BITTHEHR

WRITTEN BY ELDER WOOD SPRINGFIELD.

€

Il 1 e a= D LR

circular lette - 3
I_.Im_b"thlf\l::'r.l mull r:hm:e' my own subject, I shall proceed to write upon the
- y icle of our F aithas a 'Sﬂbj(!{“l_ We believe that the Lord’s H"l‘]”'r is

t. : . jir i + . Fi
OF perpetual obligation by which the members of ehnrehes in the use of bread and

Wine are to commemorate tocether the dving lov

: : : cof C sweedde r 0o
self-examination . hrigt, preceded by a solemn

supper speken of wn.Isri::'.-:lt;‘-lr:l-s}ta“q the seriptures on this important subject the
aal thronghont His {‘l'u:‘}: ;_“ ]T.‘-’ Our H-!:fliﬂt-fﬂl&‘rin- order that it mmight be perpet-
gome who claim to b *(.f" e il hie comes.  Well, it seems to be a question with
Tord's ippes I-r *}E Iﬂr::a..ams._a who are the proper subjects to pariake of the
il tfae b‘.“;v;r 5:.19 Lord lestxtntu{l tiie supper spoken of for the church, surely
only iustitﬁtud !‘:r t‘f:’e?rn::: fs?t];JE“H‘ ;-.:t P -it S ROBRSYE SUME IhAL 1t v
e A b s al }mzd Greier, 1tis necessary for us to prove that it
R 0 §eX not age, but Free to all true believers. As this is an ordi-
1t 3t e imstitution of this ordinance is recorded in Matthew 26: 26; Mark
dent that the ges s l Sor- 112, from these and other passages it is evi-
RN the ordinance is of perpetual oblization in the chureh militant. The
::.ri.;h:'r;-t} :‘md im;jluﬂallte ?1‘ such an institation are readily seen. The ma'In d“_‘_'
”--: ¥ II the TL".'.I‘.I."I.I 8 supper is ciearly indicated in the above passages, viz: a me-
11:-::;2?[;;: ;‘}?HH Do this in remembrance of Me., Ye do shnw fnﬂh the Lord’s
tions, and ljﬁ't"l‘:lf?- L”Iﬂﬂit-mur{;t;u‘n of events have existed in all ages and na-
‘.‘Wn{-};. Ak “l.a-a:-.;.:I;Pnll;:'?f.-f:kst-z:u:_; m;i:.-rishin;f the :..ruf_.mhmnfe of important
el i b g R S i e is the Fourth of July to :
;:i!r];isjrtaf.f H.I;vhilj‘: f{f L WORd s withgni his atonement every sinner must hs:.lti-
multiu'lli;-ﬂ ha . ]s.;:.r*;:j_ﬁce Christ made !.li,tﬂ:i}hi_g the salvation of all mankind:
S thrm:: 1;:1;; Ilf?:ﬁ:n }JT;';&;.I, Ia}ud';m :}1tnm'nerﬂ!:tu throng will tinally sur-
. 4 ; 3 s bhlon.d. is i at the w - s L
should be commemorated by the redeemerd.  Chri 51‘.152-':;z‘fqthugirlug:ﬁ:r ‘;L;L‘»i?zt“;ﬂ
of the $nft|t-; ht*n:-:-:;’tf? ATy object of this uI’r_]:HlEnC{: is to maintain the fe
with L'hrjat*;,mtl- um::: mﬂfa“t‘d t.he commmiunion; in it believers have communion
approve of every thin S s 00t ficcessary that each communicant should
i : -Ver) #in all other communicants’ order, for this would he to re
tinire absolute perfection of all as a prerequisite, and weuld destroy thL sty
nance. The view generally held by experienced Christians i3, that while thees 1o
Illj]:l;”ll-',’ Hupernnturu! in the Eucharist it is comnmmoratiw: and the ue:;:;.::
'u:.u,;.* :Tru Iilut s}fmliutlmt_i!. ¥et an appropriate spiritual bleszing is enjoyed in the
rdinance by all who rightfully partake. 1 Cor. 11: 27-29. Such is the experi e
of the most devout Christians. Preparation ehould be mnfii; before c';-;:‘i:::‘:“"“ﬂf
t:ll.hllfl of the I.n.rnl. The su'rﬁceu on the vecasion of celebrating the e o
should be heartily engaged in by all the communicants. Tis & suitab] E
for deep self-examination, repentance of sin and renewed consecrati SO ot
“.l.lth-. Lo our divine benefaector. It should be attended with a l's;m a- “-,T’ vy grn.t-
nu.t h. Those who thus partake worthily they may feel their -;n'nc;n- u:an.‘ e m'
this vrany other blessing of grace. But none can Le :w;l'u.-t.d .,rnl:;;!:t:;:::z“j
EEE n-

Howship

urdinance

worthily, unlegs like some in the Primitive church, they pervert and profane
the omiinance, then they proeure to themselves coudenination, not deserving the
Lord's body.

I'ie cirenmstantials of this ordinance are not preseribed in the sScriptures but are
left to be regulated by the ehurch.  Good judgment must regulate these according
to the condition of each church. Experience has also shown that in ordinary cases
it iad better not be administered less frequently ‘than Three months nor oftener
than opee a month. We cannot s¢¢ any reason why we should not commune with
the dying Christian when requested. forif there are any proper subjects it must be
Hmse_: who have fouzht the good fight and kept the faith to the end of life, and are
called the redeemed of the Lord even unto death. Who should be invited to par-
take at the Loni’s sable? It must be seen that this question would adinit of an
casy answer, viz: The Lord’s ehildren. But we need not =ay that simple seript-
u'rﬂll direction has been strangely overlooked and ananthorized tests set up. Some
denominations receive to this ordinance those who are not professedly rcgrnm:-
ates thongh belonging 1o their chureh, while they rejeect t‘E.use not within their
pale. though ackiiow tedeed to be eminent christians. Thisis palpably opposed t.o
the terms and gpirit of the institution and the uniform practice of the Apostolic
churches. Among Evangelical denominations in this country tha chief contro-
versy on this subject is with the close communion Baptist. They will not admit
menibers of the peicbaptist churches to the ordinance, on the ground that bap-
tism is prerequisite to eorpmunion and pedobaptist have not been baptized; they
also reject the Freewill haptist, althourh they have been baptized, because they
commune with pelobaptists. It will he seen, therefore. that in their view that
christian characier. ehurch fellowship. and baptism will ot entitle one to com-
munion: he must be of their faith and ovder.. This is a position which they rarely
nndertake to defend, by argzument, yet it accords with their general practice.
But iz baptism an indispensable prerequisite to communion? Ought pedobaptist
Ch.iztians te he harred te admission to this ordinance? We will notice some of the

arguments psed in the afl rmative:
lst. The order was in the apostolie eommision . Matt.
in the name. ote.. teaching them to observe all things
Bt =his eontzins no proliibition of the Kind contended for: itia
ion to Daptize. and inctleates the performance of all other du-

2<- 10 and 20. Baptizing
whatsoever [ hieve comn-

marnded you.
hardly a commmis
ties. It establishes no priority one over another.

and. The order of the aposiolical practice, see Acts 2: 41 and 12, Then they
that gladly recetved the word were baptized., and the same day there were added

anto them about three thousand sou's, and they ermtinned steadfastly 1 the
apostles’ doetrine and fellowship, end breaking of bread and in prayer, Why
not on the strength of this passage make baptism a prerequisite to prayer gince it
precedes itin the orderofthe record? Allihepassage provesis, thatinagivencasea
mulsitude were baptized immadiately after cenversion and continued in the perfoms-
ance of the various christian duties. Nothing is here intirnated of the apostles
making baptism an indispensable requisite 1o communion, but even if they did
thiz does not neceszarily anthorize elose communion. Now, in the time of the
aposties there was nd eontroversy on thi subieet of baptism; all Christizns weTe
baptized. If any were not haptized it was because they rejected the ordi-
panee. How stands the case now 2 Are there no unbaptized christians now in the
estimation of our Calvinistie baptist brethren? Was not Daodridgze, PBrainard,
and Whitfield Chriztains? but they were not baptized according to the Bap*ist
faith. The Apostles admitted all ehristians io the Lord’s Table or Supper. We
mus<t do the same if we would follow their example; to be consislent we must
cither do this or deny that any pedohaptists are christians, It is s2id by one of
ol that if any mau i zood enough for the Lord he is gzood enough for me, Itis
saidd by some that Layptism is the door into the churelr, butthat is not true. Christ
i¢ the door. Joln 12: 9. Finally it is said if wecommunée with the pedobaptists we
ouzht to adinit them to membership in our chureh; this does not follow, if we Te-
Lot 88 chiristians we ean agree with themin commemorating the sacrifice
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of our common Lerd. Bui christians honestiy difer on various imnpertant pointa
of chnreh building and discipline; while the<ediferences of sentiment exist there
haid better be a distinetion of churches, denomiuations and organizations. Still
they should cherish cach other as brethren in the same general church of Christ,
and should cooperate with each other for the snlvation of the world. The doc-
trine of Free communion may be stated in tew words, it is that communion of
saints, every true believer has a right to commune. This 18 the principle and is
authorized on these grounds: 1st of reason, Alj christians heve a common In-
terest in the Redeemer’s blood. Thev are alike accepted of Christ. and united to
Him and to each other in the same spiritual relation together, and are of the same
heavenly inheritance. They now cooperate in Taribné wayvs in which they ac-
Enowledge each other to be christians. They may thercfore unite in commenm .
orating the Savionr’s sufferinz and death. Expericnce has ﬁlmn;u i1ae influence of
close communion to be bad and free communion to be zooid,

The seripture precept is such as to exclide no true believer from the Lord's
Supper but makes it the duty of all to partake, in remembrance of their common
Sﬁnrinur. Says he, *‘ Drink ye all of it.”” We have no evidence from the prac-
n'cu of the Apostles that they exclnded any from the ordinance whom they recog-
nized as christians. On the contrary, see Romans 14: 1. ** Him that is weak in
the faith receive ye.’’ See also 3 lengthy argument for the exereisa of mutnal
charity and fellowship, 1. Cor. I2: 12-27. Ro if we regard our pedehaptist bretl.-
ren as christians we shotild not exelude thein from the commaunion for the table is
the Lord’s, notours. We have nc richt toexelude any whom He has pot excluded
It is thought by many that fres communion is eommuning with the world, bu
they take the wrong idea of the term, for what we mean hy free communion is,
that we believe that all christianz have anegnal rizht to participats at any time
and place that eircnmstances will admit. Oh! that the gectarian eoat could be
thrown off, and controversies won!d cease. and christians would seize hold of the
word that is able to stand. Oh! iet us eall to mind that dark and doleful night
when the powers ofearth and bell arose against the Son of God’= delizht, and
friends betraved TIim to his foes. Je=ns invites sainte to meet around His board.
Here pardoned sinners sit and hall eammunion with their Lord.

Then in conclusion we must say that we believe that the Lerd’s Supper
is free to all christians who hold it in memory of Hig death €11 he comes.
We alzo helieve that Jesus, thronzh the invitations of the Gospel, kath invited
every saint of every name and denomination to partake together the bread and
wine. which isemblematical of hi= hroken hody anvspilled blood for the gins afthe
whole world. We also believe that when we invite communicants that we shonld
invite true believers, and if there are any present who are not believers by prac-
tice they would not feel themselves invited., Bat if they shonld partake what
is that tonus. Paunl says, Let a man examine himself and g0 eat of that hread and
drink of that cup, for he that eatesl and drinketh unworthily eateih and drinketh
damnation to himself, not dervinz the Lord’s body. Forif we '.r:;:.":-'l indze ouT-
selves we should not be judged. § Cor.11: 24, 29 _and 31. As we arﬂ. sure that
there has been enough said to convinee anvreasonable individual thet is searchinge
for light on this important subject, we will now submit these hroken bkl_‘!t":l!:ﬁ
to the consideration of all that mav read them with unsectarian desion. Mayv the
Lord bless our efforts and incline sur hearts in the right path. A m-_-n-. i

-

-

[
1
l_
)
:
il
4
‘@‘
'
|
1
1
'll

L

et I

CONSTITUTION.

AvTiene 1. This Association shiall be known as the Mount Morjali Freewill

Baptist Association of Alabama, and be composed of delegzates from the diferent

churches composing {he same. Each charch shall be entitled to three delegates to

represent her at each session.

3 This body shall be considered
aver the local afairs of the churches,

s Fach ¢hurch in this Association shall be considered as an independent body,

and shail eontrol her own internal afiirs in matters of discipline, ete. She may,
however. in extreme cases call in aid from sister churches. :

{. All questions on doctrine and matters of general interest Ej.'lﬂ.ll be settled by
4 two-thirds vote of the Association, and this decision ghall be final.

5. The officers of this Association sl:all be a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer,

who shall be chosen by & majority vote annually.
. The Association shall meet annually at such time and place as shall be most
convenient, and shall not adjourn finally until all the business is transacted.

7. Chuoreches wishing 10 become members of this Association must adopt the

Articles of Faith and conform toits n=ages. ;
< We agree, as churches composing this Association, to u2e onr best influence
' : the interest of all moral and benevolent institutions, such as the Tem-

to promaote s : s
perance cause, Salbbath-schools, Missionary operations, etc., eic.

an advisory council, but aving no anthority

] BUTIES OF DECORUM.

The Association shall be called to order hy the Maoderator who pre-

ARTICEE ). the _
ssion; former clerk also ofliciate until the body is fully or-

csided 2t the last se
canized.
o The Asssociation shall be opened and closed by ginging and prayer. :
::: The Moderator and Clerk shall be chiosen by ballot at each session; a major-
itv of members present elects.

.i. The names of delegates from the different churches
called as often as may be neceszary duting the gession.

5. A majority of the delegates present shall rule in all cases, except in recep-
sion of churches into our body, which must be ananimous.

¢ The Moderator sball vote in no caze, only when the Association is equally
Aivided: but shail have equal right to speak on any subjeet, provided he appoint
come brother present to the chair while he is speaking.

7. Only one person shall speak at a time,
Moderator.

shall be enrolled, and

< No bLrother ghall be interrupted while speaking unless he depart from the

enbject in discussion or use words of personal refleetion,

0. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the same subject

without leave of the body. nor more than fifteen mninutes at one time.

1. Nomember shall lanzh or talk during the time the Aehates are going on.
1. Nomembershall absent himsell from the Association In session without

jeave of the Moderator.

who shall rise and address the
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AXDICT IS O BFATTET.,

ARTICLE. I. We Dbeileve that there is only one trae and living God, who is
the Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth, self-existent Creatorof all things, and
revealed under the personal distinetion of Father, Son and Holy Ghost, equal
in every divine perfection. and existing in distinet bet harmonious offices in the
great work of redemption,

II. We believe the Holy Bible was wrilten by men divinely inspired, and is a
perfect treasare of Heavenly instruction; that it has God for its anthor, Salva-
tion for its end, and Truth for its matter; that it reves!s the principles by which
God will judge us, and therefore is, and shall remais 1o the end of thisg world,
the center of Christian union, the supreme standard by which all humauconduct,
ereeds and opinions shail be tried.

III. We believe that man was created holy, under the law of his Maker, bnt
by voluntary transgres=ion fell from that holy state, in consequence of which all
mankind are now depraved, and wholly unable of their ownfree will and ability
to recover themselves from the fallen state in which they are by nature,

IV. We believe that God has not fixed the future siate of mankind by an ab-
solute and unconditional decree, but salvation is offere<d in the Gospel Iree to all,
and if sinners are lost forever, it wili be their own fagis.

V. We believe that Christ, by his death and sufferinzs, made an atonement for
the sins of all mankind in zeneral, and every individaal in particular: however,
that none but those who believe in Him ean be partakers of the divine benetits.

VI. We believe that trae faith cannot proceed from the exercise of our natu-
ral faculties and powers, or from the foree and operation of free will, since man,
in consequence of his natural eorruption, is incapable either of thinking or doing
any thing spiritnally good.

VII. We believe in a general application of the crace of God to fallen man,
sufliciently to enable him morally and actually to ob=3 the requirements of the
law of liberty, Jas. [ eli.. 25 v, ; thisis, to act saving faith, Johu, 1 ch. 9 v.: how-
ever, none but-those who believe or acquie=ce in Chris: will be saved thereby—
Aets, 17: 31; Rom. 2: 1%: John, 3: 19.

VIII. We believe in the free moral arency of man. by the grace of God, -be-
fore and after conversion, and that he is laid under no invineible necessity, by
his Creator, toactin any ziven way: that i’ he lives after the tlesh, he shall die,
but if he, through the spirit, do mortify the deeds of 12e body, he shall live, and
therefore man is alwavs a proper subject of admonition and exhortation. Heb. 11
13: 12515 Rom., 12: ¥4: Mark: 15:13; Eze. 13: 21

IX. We believe that a visible church of Christ is a eongresation of helievers,
gssociated by covenant in the faith and fellowship o1 toe Gospel, observing the
ordinances of Christ. governed by his laws, and exereize the gifts, righis and
privileges invested in them by his wora: and that izs only proper oflicers are
bishops or pastors or deacons, whose gqualitications, elairzns and duties are defined
in the Epistles to Timothy and - Titus.

X. We believe that christian baptisnt is immersion in water, in the name of
Father, Son and Holy Goost, and thiat believers are proser subjects.

XI. We believe that the Lord’s Supper is of perpetua oblization, by whieh the
members of the church, in the use of bread and wine. zre to comnmemorate to-
gether the dying love éf Christ, preceded always by soleiun seli-examination,

XIT. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and the general jodgment;
that the joys of the righieons, and punishment of the wicked, will be eternal,
ujpon principles of grace aud justice.

XII, We believe in open communion, and the churches of onr hody are an-
thorized, through their pastors, to invite christians ofali orthodox ehurehes, who
are in good standing in their respective churches, to evminune with us at the

Lord’'s table.
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