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The Thirty-Ninth annual session of the .Mt. Moriah 
Freewill Baptist Association was held with Shiloh 
shurch, Pickens county, Alabama, on the 12th, and 
r4th. days of October, 1889. 

The Introductory Sermon was preached by Eld. J.S. 
Hinton. Text, Isaiah 25; 6 and 7· After religous 
setvice, a recess of one hour was taken for refresh-
ments; after which the delegates assembled in the· 
house. After singing, and prayer by Eld. Woods 
Springfield. furmer Moderator, business was conducted 
in the following order . 

1st. Letters from the churches were calle~ ~ . : ,41 
r 4 handed in, and contents noted, as per statistical tablt:*~~~ 
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2nd. Proceeded to ele:t a Moderator and Clerk, 
whereupon Eld. ]. R. Robertson was elected Modera­
tor and George V. Clardy was re-elected Clerk . 

3rd. Opened the door for the reception of churches 
into our body. None presented. 

4th. Called for correspondence from sister Associa-
tions. Received none. . 
· sth . . Appointed the following committees, viz., Ou 
·Documents and Order of Business, Elds. W. Spring­
field, W. H. llcGee and I . T. Neighbors, and Bros. 
W. E. Harden, B. F . Clines, ''lith the · Moderator and 
Clerk. 

On Preaching, brethren S. L. McAdams, J. E. W.oods ,-
W. T. ~IcGee, with deacons of Shiloh church . • · 

On Finance, brethren W. H. Platt, J. W. Mont­
gomery . 

On Sabbath Schools, brethren W. J. Coward, B. A • 
Cash. 

On Temperance, brethret~ John Wallis, A. W. 
Strickland . 
~n D~ ministers, deacons and lay members, 

]. l:. Htckman, B. D. Williams, R. M. Dowdle .. -
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6th. Committee on p bin ·_ · 
Eld. J. E. Mathis preach r~~ba& reports as follows­
Springfield at 

11 
o'cloc: at9 o•clock. Hld. W. 

ntght. I ma J. R. RobertsOn at . 
y 

. The Association adjourned to :meet 
ntng, at 8 o'clock. ' 

SABBATH. ~ •• ~=-+.e. . 
• 

Sabbath, 9 o'clock, preaching lw Eld J -E Mathis . 
text, }.fatthew 28· I9 2o· I r o"~~ • . ·h. b' 
Eld. Woods s ring£' id ' ! preac tng : y 
by Eld J R Rp be e , John 3; J.4.; ntght, preacbmg 

· · · o rtson. :Mathew I .... 12 ~- . 

1!0NUAY MORNI.XG, 8 O'CLOCK. 

The Association met pursuant to adjournme~ 
Prayer, and called to order by the Moderator. . ~ 
~- Roll called and delegates answered to tbe_ir 

/" 2nd. The Minutes of Saturday were read and ap-

... _ 

.proved. · 
• 
3id .. The committee on documents and order of busi-

ness recommend the former order of business. 
· 4th. . That the uext session of the Association be 
held wtth 11t.Pleasant church, Larnatcounty Alabama 
on Saturday before the second Sabbath in Oct~ber, r8go'. 

sth. That Eld. J. E. Mathis pn:ach the Introduc­
tory Sennon-Eld. I. T. Neighbors alternate. 

6th. That Bro. George V. Clardy be continued 
Treasurer. 
7~· That Bro. George V. Claniy su~rintend the 

pnnting o(the Minutes, and that he have them print-
. ed at the office of the CHRISTIAN HERALD and ENTER-
:PRISE, Pleasant View, T t>nn. ~ 

8th. That J3ro. George V. Clardy be paid five dol-
las for his services. - ' 
. gtb. That ordaine~ ministers be eligible .member:, 
mall our annual meetings and that this be added to 

· our rules of decorum. 
• 
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10th. That we favor Southern Unity, as proposed 
in the CHR TSTI AN HERALD and ENTEP.PRISE. and 
that we elect one or more delegates to attend the pro­
posed Cotn·entiou. in propagating this consolidation . 

1 I t1L \Vhereas it has been nora ted that we are a 
constituent member of the General Conference North, 
therefore r~soh·ed that we are not a member and uev~r 
haYe been. a!ld that this be publ;sbed in the Cnms-. ... ... 
'f I .-L~ HERALD and ft~TERPRlSF.. 

Report r~ceived and committee discharged. 
nth. On motion, weut into election for delegates 

to the l>roposed Convention for cousolidaticu. where­
upon Elds. \Voods Springfield and \V. H. l\IcGee w~e 
el~cted delegates, and Bro. John Wallis alternate. 

13th. Committee of finance reported $ 18,20 in 
hand. Collected at t!;le Association $3, ro. Total$21 ,30. 
Allo~ed clerk for his sen.rices;>s.oo. -Balance Qn hand 
$16, 30. ~ 

r-tth. Committee on Sabbath schools made ~fol-

.. 
• 

lo~;ng report:- ~ ~ . 
. \\-e do not fiud as much interest taken in Sabbath ~~ ~ 
:-.chools as there should be. \Ve therefore recommend :- ' \ 
that pastors and all concerned, use their influence to . 
organize Sabbath schools tluoughout our land and · 
country, where our lots may be cast, for our future · .... 
pro~ts depend on the youth of our country. The 
Sa,-ior said "Senrch the Scriptures, for i~ them ye 
think ye ha,·e eternal life, and they are they that tes ti-
fy of me. H e also said, "Go teach all nations.'' 
Brethren. let us work to tltir; all-important duty. 

15th. Committee on Tempe:-ance made the follo""·. . .. 
mg report: - . 

\Ye belieYe that the intemperate use of intoxicating 
liquor is one of the greatest eYils by which the Christ­
ian church is surrounded. l\LlDy men who might have -
heen bright and sbiuing ,lights in the church and orna­
ments to society have fallenjnto this evil and are now 
ruined. In \'iew of this fact: we urge ministers, while 
warning sinners and professing Chris tians of the vari­
cms e\-ils, to make intemperance a special subject . 

• 

• 

-· 



l 

.. 

• -. .... 

•• 
.,. 

.....,. --

4 

·~ • 

~ - ....... - ~ --
• .. 

• 

. .. 

-

J/iuutes of the • - . 
16th. Committee on deceased ministers, deacot1s 

and laymen reported:-
We, your committee, on deceased members, find 

that we have lost four. to wit-Sisters Nancy Woods 
and Mamia Brown, of~1t. Moriah church. sister Hul­
dab Foster, of Antioch church,* ba\e been removed 
from us by death. 

We th~refore recommend that we pay them a tribute 
of respect and append it to our Minutes. 

17th. Appointed as corresponding Messengers to 
the Vernon Association, Elders I. T. Xeigbbors and 
]. E. Mathis. Bro. B. F . Clines Conesponding secre-
~- . . 

·=<We follow copy, but there is apparently anomission.-Printer. 

18th. Ministers reports:- · 
___.i-""Eld. J. R. Robertson:-Sermons preached, 83; 

_--.#.~~!Iurial services. 5; public prayers, 93; members receiv­
ed by letter, 8; by baptism, 10; restored. 10; marriages, 
8; mile:; traveled in the interest of the gospel, 840. . 

' . 
• 

• 
• 

Elder Woods Springfield:-Sermons, 95; funerals, J, 
public prayers, 155; temperance lectures, 2; marriages; 
3; music schools taught, 4; received by baptism, 38, 
communions, 8; miles traveled in the interest of the 
gospel, .1"248; in the interest of music. 428. 

Elder J. E. ?vlathis :-Sermons, 431. 
The other ministers made no report of -their labors, 

as they had kept no memoranda. 
19th. Res.olutions. 

• 
Resolved, That our thanks are due. and' are herebv 

J 

tendered, to Shiloh church and the citizens of the com-
munity for their kind hospitality to us during this 
~ession. 

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at 
~ft. Pleasant church, Lamar county, Alabama, Satnr­
<lay before the second Sabbath in October, t8qo. 

An appropriate hymm was sung. and the parting 
hand was taken, amid tears of joy. 

J. R. ROBIXSOX, ..Moderator. 
G eo. Y. CL:\RDY, C1er~ 
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The first session of the Union Meeting of the hlt . 
.:\foriah Association was held with Holly Springs 
Church, 2nd. and 3rd. days of August, 1889. Intro­
ductory sermon was preached by Eld. I. T. Neighbors. ~­
Text, Gallatiaus, ~th. chapter, 7th aud 8th verses. 
After religious sen-ices, a recess of one hour was takeu 
for refreshmets. after which the delegates assembled 
in the house. 

rst. On motion. 'Eld. Woods Springfibd wasreques- , 
ted to act as Moderator, and Bro Geo. V. Clardy 
Clerk.. 

2nd. Letters from the churches were called for, ~ · = 

handed in, read and content.c;; noted. .. • 

}I 3Td. v.r ent into ele<;tion for }{oderator and Clerk. 
whereupon Eld. Woods Springfield was elected Mod- y .. 

erator, and Geo. V. Clardy •. Clerk. -~- ~ 
4th. On motion, the order of business user: by~~-­

Association was adopted for this session of the Union 
Meeting. · . 

sth. Appointed committees; on order of business. 
to wit. Elders}. R. Robertson, ]. S. Hinton, W. E. · 
Harden, S. L. McAdams, and John \\'allis, with Afod - ~ 

~ 

era tor and Clerk. ... 
6th. On preaching, john Hanor, R. ·E. St. John, 

J. A. Guin, with deacons of Holly Spring church . 
7th. On motion, the querie~ defered to ~ the Union 

Meeting were taken up and discussed. .A.nswers de-
fered until tomorrow morning. , 

. . .. 
.. 

8th. Committee on preaching made the fo1lowing i" 
report. Eld. J. E. Mathis preach to night, Eld. J. R. 
Robe.rts9n to mmTow at 1 1 o'clock, Eld. 1. W. Cow- . ~ · :. ' 
ard at 3, p. m., Eld. J. S. Hinton at night. .; · 

9th. On motion, the Union Meeting adjourned till 
· 8 o'clock tomorrow morning. Preaching at night b) 
Eld .J. E. Mathis .Text. Titus, 3rd chapter, t ttb verse. 
Saturday morning, 8 o'clock, the Un\on ~leeting met 
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pursuant to adjotn11ment. Prayer. and called. to order 
by the oderator. 

• 

~ I st. Minutes of yesterday read and approved. 
2nd. On motion, the following is adopted as an­

sw~r to query, No. r. Preach the Gos~l o( Jesus 
Chtrst, B_aptise, administer the elements of the holy 
commun10n, travel extensively as possible, and if cir-

..,.. cumstances will justify devote their~ whole time and at­
tention to ~e work of the ministry; to organize 
c~urches, VISit the sick, bury the dead, solemnize the 

.. ntes of matrimony, see that the finances of the church 
a~e attended to, relieve the s~gs of the poor~ pre­
stde at all conference meetings mal;e known the decis­

. ion of the church, and finall~ to promote peace and 
harmony in the churches. · 

3rd. ~er to query No_ z_ · Their duty is to look 
after, ~d contribute to the necessities of the pastor 
finana.ally, and to defend -and_ protect his character, 
an~ see that there is no reproach brought against him 
Ufl~ytly. . -

~/4th. On motion, this minute to be numbered first 
~ . __.___,. ses10n. 

• 

. \ . 
• 

• 
• . ... 

sth Committee on order of business made tlie fol­
lowing report:-We recommend.-

. ISt. · Call for letters from different churches, and 
names of delegates enrolled.· . 

2nd. · Elect moderator and cler~ • 
· 3rd. Appointment of committees. 

4th. Call for references ~nd discussion of queries. 
sth. Call for reports of committees~ 
6th. Call for communications and new business. 

,F. 

.. , 7th. ~Iiscellaneous business. 
·sth. , Resolutions and agjournment. 

_ gth. Queries. 1st What is the _unpardonable sin ? _ 
2nd .. What are our moral duties. · 

1oth. Recommend, that this body decide upon the _. 
time and place of holding the next session. · 
· rlth. \Ve, the Union Meeting of the Mt. :Moriah· 
Association, seeing the necessity of all Freewill Bap­
tists being united iu the South in order for a better under-
atnding, recommend that aU Associati(jns in the South 

- . 
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take action upon this matter, and that ~e come tOgeth­
er in. a general convention as near m the future as 
possible, for the purpose of organizing a Southern As-. 
sociation. 

6th. On motion, report received and committee 
discharged. ' 

jth. On motion, it is ag-reed that the next session 
of this body be held with' Tabernacle church, Tusca­
loosa Co., Ala., on Friday before the first Sabbath in 
August, z8go. Introductory sermon to he preached 
by Eld. J, E. Mathis, Eld. J. W . Coward alternate. _ 

8th. On motion, the secretary is requested to send a 
copy of the recomendations for Southern Unity, to the 
Free-Baptise Entoprzse

1 
and Baptist RevurdJ, for pub­

lication. 
gth. The following resolution was offered by Bro. 

W. E. Harden. 

• 

• ! 

Resolved, That our tpanks are due, and are hereby J ~ .. • • · 

extended to the Holly Springs church and citizens of n' .·. · % 
the community, for their kind hospitaHit-y- to ·u.s d:ntin..g- ·.::- •!· • ~ 
rhis session. - -~ · . W 

zoth. On motion the Uuion Meeting adjourned to . · - =: ( .'\\ 

meet with Tabernacle church, on Friday before the . \~ 1 
first Sabbath in .A.ugust, r8go. An appropriate hymm • ~· 
\\as sung and the parting hand taken. · ~ · · ; 

Eld. W. SPRINGFTEI,n, Moderator. t 1-
[i. 

Gso. y. Cl.ARDY, Clerk. ~; ~ ~1 
DELEGATES. ~ .. 

:Nit. Moriah,. \V. E. Harden, W. · Springfield, J. W. · 
Coward, E. Gore and R . St. John-. 

.Macedonia, S . L- McAdams and J. E. Mathis. 
~It. Pleasant, N<>t represented. 
Shiloh, J. H. Hanor, and w. R. ·Latham. · 
Tabernacle, J . S. Hiuton . . 

• 

Holly Spring, G. ·V. Clardy, W. G. Strickland, J, A. ~ _ 
and C. A . Lancaster. 

Mt· Harmony, T . A. Guinn and A.]. Robertson. 
Shady Grove J. Gninn, Jas. Taylor, W- B. Neighbors. 
Mt. Zion, ,Not repescnted. 
Antioch, J: '\Vallis. A. J. Taylor, B. D. Williams. 
Friendship, Not represented. 
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indiv'cluai in particnl~; ''however, t.liaf on~- but those who 
" believe in"Him can be partakers of the diliue benefits. 

VI. W'e belive that true faitll canuotp.rocced from the ex­
ercise of our natuml faculties and powers. or from the force and 
operation of free will. since man, in cc.nsequence of his natural 
corr.uption, is incapable either of thinking or doing anything 
spmtually good. • 

VII. We believe in a general app!icatiou of the grace of 
(~od to fallen man, sufficiently to enable b.im morally and act­
ually to obey the requirements o! the law of liberty, ]as. 1 ch. 
25 v., this is to act saving faith, John, .r cll.., 9 v. :however, uoue 
but those who believe or acquiesce in Ch.-ist will be saved there­
by-Acts, r;: 31; Rom. z: 19; John, 3; r~ 
· VIII. ·we belie,·e iu the free mom! agenC)· of man, by the 

gt•ac.e of God, before and after conversim1. and that be is laid 
under no in:\"'incible necessity, by his Creator, to act itl any given 
way; that if he lives after tht flesh. be ~hall die, but if he, 
through the spirit, do mortify tlte deeds cf the bodv, he shall 
l!ve, and therefore man is always a proper subject of admoni­
tion and exhortation. Heb. II: II, 12, 13~Rom. 12: 14; Mark 13; 
13: Eze. t8; 24-

IX. "-e believe that a \·isible church of Christ is a congre~a­
of belie\"'ers. associated by c<rrenant in the faith and fellowship 
of the Gospel, obserring the ordinances of Christ, governed by 
hts Jaws, and exercise the gifts, rights ond privileges invested 

jP. ~~w., by His word; and its only proper . rffi.cers are bishops 4.>r 
_..,r- pastors or deacons, whose qualifications. claims are defined in 

· the Epistles to Timothy and Titus. 

• 
' 

I 

X. ·we believe that Christian baptism ii- immersion in watet·, 
in the name of Father; Son and Holy Gh~ and that believerR 
are proper snbjects. 

XI. We beJie\"e that the Lord's Supper is of perpetual obli­
gation, by which the members of the church, in the use of 
bread and wine. are to commemorate toget:ht:"r the dying love of 
Christ, p~'Ce<ied always by solemn self-examination. 

XII. We believe in the resurrection of the dead, and tlle 
general jo~oment; that the joys of the ~onteous, and punish­
ment of the wicked. will be eternal, upon principles of gra.re 
uuh justice 

XIII. "-e believe in open communio~ and the churches of 
our body are authorized, through their pa.stors, _to invite Chris­
tians of aU orthodox churches, who are in good staudiug in 
their respetth·e churches, to cr;mmune ...-ith us at the Lord's 
table. . . 
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ORDAINED ~1I~ISTERS. 

M. E. Vails, Military Springs Lamar, Co, . Ala. 
\Y. R. Latham) Koon, Pickens county, ,. 
\\-. H. l\1cGee, '' '' 

, ' 

t " 
J . s. Hmton, McConnell. Tuscaloosa coun Y 

t\ " J. R. Robertson, Kennedy, Lamar coun J·, 
\\·. Springfield, Stafford. Pickens county, 
I. T. Neighbors, Anro. Lamar county. 

. J. H· Jordan, Millporte. ·' " 
• 4 

Joshua McGee, KingYille. " " 
J. E. ~1athis, Millporle . l (. t ' 

• 
~ , .. . , 

LICENSFD ~IIKISTEFS. 
• 

S. W . \Villiams, Byars, Pickens 
:t.I. D. McGee, Kingville Lamar 
J. \\t. Co\'\'ard, Beards. Pickens 
\\T_ :F. Parker

1 
Fernhanks, Lamar 

county 
' ' 
' . 
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STATICTI_CAL TABLE OF THE MT. MORIAH FREE-\VILLBAP'"fiST ASSOCIATION. , 

- -----·----- ~ - =:::::=:==== -------

nn'Rt'HT~~ I 
, 

~lt . ltoriah. J: F.. Wooda, W. E. Hnnleu nml A. A. Mc::;Jwn. ~3 ;-,-2'- 1~7 $3.70 Wood. s Spt2ngfle\c\. 
!\tnc-~ouia o. L. 1\lcAd~ms, 0. B Hurdcu nnd J. 'I' . Hard<>n . 7 til 1 t ?H ~~ J . E. Mathis. 
:\lt . l'lcnsnnt. W. J . Lamkms, F. M. Saylor. aml R. M. Dowdle, ~001001 

69 
• ·

0 
·n. G. w. Hollis. 

~hiloh. ]. c. Uickmnn. W. T McGee And W. H. Platt. 00,001000'1100, ~ ~- Woods Springfield. 
Tahernacl. J. W. Montgomery, J . Shelley nnd J. R . Logan. 3 100~0 Ot•! · 1. J. s. Hinton. 
HoUv Spring. G. V. Clardy, H. R . Ledbetter nml A. W . Strickland. 21 1~J l 0000 ~i~ 2 Woods Springfield. 
Mt. karmony. T . A. Guinn. A.]. Robertson and B. F Clines. S1 ~I >I 1•0 • 2,2'> J. R . Robertson. 
~"'"".'' r.r.-.\.·e. I"' . R. Neighhnno. R A. McCoy and P. A. Johnston. ool s,IK'jt\011 ~3 J, - ] . R. Robertson . 
• · -~.-• · ()HIMI{)I•O !(}I' n 1.) • 
A h 'I 'l'l 0 t 0 

llliOC' · I Jullll >\ loo., , ... . .. .. • • T1 l?nh""' ~f'" 
l~n~---..... . ] . t • . Ren81ey.J. R, Cnlc anclj . F . lfny11. ,_:,~C'~~~:.~--~. __ :.._:_1 ,\1. 1.1. i\~..:'-'"~ 

'J'utnlt~. 1111 ·Ill 4 l\l l4 llll t 21,110 - - --· ... _ .... ...__ __ --·-- .. . "~-~.-.. --- ._ .. .. -

I'O~·r OltFCF. 
' I 

"'' {'H111tCfJ 1£t'. I 

~-----r--lr· 
Stafford, Ala, ~ 

Vernon, Ala, 
Koou, Ala, • 
McConnel, Ala. 
Byars Ala. 
Kingville, Ala. 
Kennedy Ala. 
Anro, Ala. 
Fayette C. H. Ala. 
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