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The next session of this Association will meet with Shiloh Church,
Pickens county, Alabama, on Saturday before
the second Sunday in October, 1901.
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PROCEEDINGS.

The Fiftieth Annual segsion of the Mount Moriah Free-
will Baptist Association, of Alabama, was held with Antioch
church, Fayette county, Alabama, October 13th, 14th and
“15th, 1900. The introductory sermoun was preached by El-
der James D. Byars. His text was Matt. 17:5. After preach-
ing aw intermission of au hour and a half was taken for rec-

- reation and refreshments. At the appointed time the miu-
isters and messengers repaired (o the house, and after ser-
vices in song and prayer the Association was called to order
by William E. Hardin, lormer moderator; the former clerk
officiating until the Association was organized. The buxi-
ness was transacted in tho following order:

1. The lettsrs from the different churches were called for,
handed in &nd read, and names of delegates enrolled ag per
etatistical table.

2. "Proceeded to elect moderator and clerk, whereupon
William ¥. Hardin was elected moderator and Thos. Alex-

~der clerk,

- 3. Extended an iuvitation for the reception of new
‘churches, whereupon a petitionary letter was presented from
-Philips’ Chapel church of North River Freewill Baptist As-
sociation, borne by Bros. W. A. Sanford, J. W. Gregg and J.
W. Hallman, having delegated power from said church. Af-
ter av investigation as to the condition of said church, aud
having had the Rulesot Decorum, ete., read to whicn the
delcgates pledged adoption, on motion, the church was re-
ceived and the delegates conducted to eeats with us.

4. Called for corresponding messeungers from Sister As-
sociations, whereupon Bros. T. A. Guin, I. P.Robertsou and
Elder T. G. Harricon from Vernon Association were receiv-
ed with brotherly greeting and conducted to seats with us.

5. Invited visiting brethren to seats with us.

6 The following committeee were appointed :

On Order of Business—Elders James D. Byars, J. E. Ma-
this, . J. Coward, J. E. Strickland, and Bro. W. B. Mout-
gomery with Moderator and clerk.

~0ua Devotioval Service—Bros. J. £. Woods, O. B. Hardin,
.E P. Rhodes with deacona of Antioch church.

On Temperance—DBros G. V. Clardy and J A. Pool.

Oun Finance—Bros. R. S. Ficlds and 1. J. W. StJohu.

On Sunday School—Bres. A. J. Taylor and T. M. Bailey.

On Deceased—Bros. J. T. Hardin and J W. Gregg.

On Resolutions and Queries—DBros. John H. Haununah, W,
A. Sanford and J. P. Montgomery,




7. The commitlee on devotional service 1eported as fol-
lows :—We, your committee, beg leave to report that F]dm .
T. G Harnson preach Suuday at 9a. m. Elder J. E. Ma-
this 11 a. m. Rev. J. E. Strickland 4 p. m. Elder James D
Byars 7:30 p. m.

On motion the report was received, adopted and thes com-.
mittee discharged. :

On request of Holly Springs church the Aseociztion set
Sunday 5 p. m., for the ardination of Rev.J. E. Strickland
and he to select the presbytery. -
~ On motion the Association now ad]omupd until Monday
ﬂ, morning at 8 o clocl\

R 'SERVICES SUNDAY.
Elder T. G. Harrison preached at 9a m. His text was
Ps. 116:12. Elder J. E. Mathis at 11 a. m., his text was
Luke 9:56. Rev. J. E. Strickland at 5 p. m., his text wae
Isa. 55:7. James D. Byars at 7:30 p. m., his text was Isa.
60:22. Rev. J. E. Strickland was ordained at 5:30 p. m.
The presbytery was Klders Jamea D. Byars, J. E Mathis and

D. G. W. Hollis.
Monday Morning, October 1o.

———ha Association met pursuant to adjournment. After sing-
ing and prayer the Association was caHed to order by Ule
Moderator.

“1. Rell called and delegates answered to their names.

2. Minute of Saturday was read and approved.

"3. Reports of committees ecalled for, and pxesm)ted as
follows:

On Order of Business.

We, your committee, beg leave to report: 1st. That we
proceed after the usual order of business. 2d. That the
next annnal session of*this body be held with Shiloh church,
That Elder W. J. Coward be appointed to preauh the 1ntro-
ductory sermon aund Elder Woods Springfield te his alter-
nate.  34. That Bro. Thos. Alexaud-r be contitued as treas.
urer; that he superintend the printing of the minutes, and
he allowed five dollars ($5) for his services. 4th. That we
appoint corresponding messengers - to meet with Veruon
Freewill Baptist Association to be held with Mt. Plezsant
church, Lamar county, Ala., to conveve on Saturday before
the third Sunday in October 1900. 5. That we call for a re-
pert from the committee appointed - by the Union Meeting
on misgsionary work. Respectfully submitted.

Jaymes D. Byars, Chairman.



arged. After which the report was cousidered by sectious
hen-ecctions 1, 2,3 & 5 were adopted, and section 4 amend-
ed sc as to read “Vernon Freewill Baptist Association™ anid
the adopred.

On Temperance.
< Wae believe the use of intoxicsting liquors to be the great-
~est evil to the present age, and that the moderate dram-
drinker’s influence is equally as burtful, if not more so, in
putling down tae cause of Christ, as the influence wielded
by the habitual drunkard. It is, indeed, 2 sa.l aud lament-
able fact that the illicit making and bandling of spirits is a
growing evil, and that many of cur much beloved boys, the
hope of church and state, as well as many of our kindheart-
ed husbaids and fathers arve falling within its fiendieh and
“deadly grasp. Therefore, we beg every minister and brother
and sister who lovee the cause of Chrict, who loves the gen-
tle youths of our country—the hope of church and atata—to
stand firm as a mighty bulwark against the making. seliiug
and drinking of ardent spirits, the greatest device the devil
has in decoyiug, ensnaring aud destroyiug precious immor-
tal souls. Preach against, work against, pray and voie a-

druvkards’ graves and our darling girls from druuken hus-
bauds. Oh! brethren, sisters, iet us rise up in fthe power
and might of the Lord and save our church and state.
tespeetfully submitted,
G. V. Crarpy, Chairman.
On motion, the report received, adopted and the commit-
tee discharged.

On Iinance.

We, your committes, find the sum of twenty-two dallars
and fifteen cents ($22.15) in the hands of the treasurer for
minute purposes. Regpectiully submitted,

R. 8. Fiernpe, Chairman.

On motion, the report was received, adopted and the com-
mittee discharged.

On Sunday School.
We, your committee, beg leavz te report that we find but
i one Sunday school in our Association, but being imjiressed

4 . . . > >
it with the value of Sunday school work in the upbuilding of
1y the cause of Christ.  Therefore, we urge our people, and es-
pecially our ministers to organize and strive to perpetuate
i
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gainst whiskey, and let us save our precious boys from
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Sunday schools at their respective churches.
Respectfully submitted,
T. M. BaiLey, Chairman.

Ou motion, the report received, adopted and the commit-
tee discharged.

On Deceased.

We, your committee, beg leave to report that we have lost
by the ruthless hand of death, since our last anuual meet-
ing, seventeen of our much kbeloved co-laborers in Christ, to-
wit: Bro. John D. Stokes, Macedonia church; Sister Ma-
linda Logan, Tabernacle church; Bro. J. C. Black and Sis-
ters Eliza Holly, and E. E. Howton, Antioch church; Bros.
R. F. Bailey, Jobu Powell, G. B. Parham aund Sisters Vessie
Carver and Eula Powell, Union church; Bro. J. G. Ledbet-
ter, and Sisters Bertha Aun Clardy, Veria D. Landcaster,
Elizabeth Landcaster and Mollie V. Bush, Holly Springs .
church; Sister Minnie McGee, Mt. Hermon church; Elder
Abner Heunderson, Mt. Moriah church.

Respectfully submitted,
Jamrs T. Harpin, Chairman,

On motion the regort was received, adopted aud the com-
m\/i‘t\{.e_e digcharged.

Tribute of Respect.
Now while we meekly bow,
To the will of Him above;
Let’s pay our last respects,
To the parted oues we loved.

Oh! may our loss be counted,
Their now eternal gain;
And may we strive to meet themn,
Where there’s neither loss nor pain,
THE CLERK.

On Resolutions and Queries.

Resolved, That we tender our sincere thanks to Antioch
church and vicinity and more especially to the ladies for
their kindness and hospitality to us during our seseion with
them. :

We offer for discussion to this body the following querry,
to-wit: “Does any church 1o this Aesociation have the
right to excuse herself from the sacrament of the Lord’s
supper in the absencs of a preacher?”

Respectfully submitted,
Joun. H. Haxxamn, Chairmaun.



On motion the report was received, adopted aud the com-
mittee discharged. After a lengthy debate. which was con-
ducted in kindness and brotherly love, on motion the fol-

lowing
right.”

was rendered v angwer:  “No church has auny such

Called for the committee on drafting forms of business,
which was appointed by the last annual meeting of this
vody. On motion the committee was continued.

Appointed correspouding messeugers to meet with Vernon
Freewili Baptist "Association to meet with Mt. Pleaszut
church, Lamar county, Alabama, on Saturday before the 3d
Sunday in October 190, to-wit: Ilders James D. Byars,
W. J. Coward, and Bros. J. M. McAdams, A.J. Taylor and
B. D. Williams.

Called for report from committee on missionary work.
The report being only partiai, on motion, the pleasure of the
body was the tabling of the report.

By request Bro. Thomas Alexander was given ten minates
to speak on education. Whereupon, he spoke of some of the
advantages of the G. R. C. College, located at Hender:on,
Chester county, Tennessee. .

The work of the Association now being ended the sacra-

ment of the Lord’s supper was (ltlllllnlb“’l“(], after w

parting hand was taken and the Association adjourmed
meet with Shiloh church, Pickens county, Alabama, to con-
yvene on Saturday before the second Suunday in Octoter 1901.

Wirtnian E. Harpin, Moderator.

TromMAs ALLXANDER, Clerk.
Ordained Ministers and Their Postojjices.
Elder W. R. Lathan, Koon, Pickens County, Ala.
12} 1 ”

»

W. H. McGee, 2

W.J. Coward, Beards, 7 il ?

John 8. Ilinton, McConnell, Tuscallosa Co., Ala.
Woods Springficld, I'le: asant Grove, Pickens Co. Ala
J. E. Mathis, Millport, Lamar (‘ounly, Ala.
James D. Byars, Millport, Lamar County, Ala.

S. W. Williams, Bostic, Pickens County,
George W. Gillreath, Covin, Fayette County, Ala,
T. K. Harrircu, Pleasant Grove, Pickens Co., Ala
C. J. Blake, Columbnrs, Lowndes County, Miss.

J. K. Strickland, Bostic, Pickens County, Ala.

hich the
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CONSTITUTION.

Section 1. This Association shall be known as the Mount
Moriah Freewill Baptist Association of Alabama, and bclug
composed of delegates from the different churches forming
the same, each church being entitled to three delegates,

2. This body shall be considered an advisory counsel bu
having no authority over the affairs of the churches.

3. Each church i1 this Association shall ba considered
an adyisory body, and shall control 1ts own internal affairs
10 matters of disciplive, ete. It may, however, in extreme
cases, call aid from rister churches.

4. All questions of doctrine and matters of general inter..
est shall be settled by two-thirds vote of the Associatio
and the decision shall be final. .

5. The officers of the Association shall be a Moderato
Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be chosen at each session b
a majority of votes. ;

6. The Association shall meet annually at such time and
place as may be agreed upon by the previous aunual session,
Aud ghall not adjourn finally until all the business is (rans-
acted.

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Associa-
tion must adept its articles of faith and conform to its usa-
108, -

8. We agree as churches of this Associatian to use our
best influence to promote the interest of all moral-and be-
nevolent justitutions, such as the temperance cause, Sab
bath schools, missionary work, etc. :

RULES OF DRECORUIN.

Article 1. The Ascociation shall be called to order by the
Moderator who presided at the last session. Former clerk
also officiating until the body is fully organized.

2. The Association shall be opened and closed with sing-
n‘g and prayer. 5

3. The Moderator and clerk shall be chosen by ballot at
each session of the Association. A majority of votes by the
delegates present elects.

4. The pames of the delegates from the different church-
es shall be enrclled and called as often as necessary during
the session. ;

5. A majority of delegates present shall rele in all cases,:
except in the reception of new churches, then it shall be
unanimous.

6. The Moderator shall not be entitled to vote, except in
casc of a tie; aud then he shall give the deciding vote. He




1all be entitled to gpeak on auy question after others have
poken, providing he sha'l appoint come one to the chair
hile he is speaking.

7. Only oue person shall speak at the same time, who
shall arise and address the Moderator.

8. No brother shall be inferrupted while speaking, un-
Jless he depart from (he subject vnder discussion, or use
ords of personal reflection.

No person shall be allowed to gpeak more than twice
on the same subject, without leave of the Association, nor
ore than fifteen minutes at a time.

10. No member shali talk or Iaugh durivg the time the
debetes are going on.

11. No member shall absent himself from the Associv-
on without leave of the Moderator.

©12. The Moderator shall have power to call the Associa-
on together at any time upon a pelition of tvo-thirds of

erator be confived to the ministers and delegates composing
the Association.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

who is the Supreme Ruler of heaven and earth, self-existent
Creator of all ihings, and revealad under the personal dis-
instion of Father, Son and IHoly Ghost; equal in every di-
vine perfection and existing in  distinet bul karmonious of-
fice in the great work of redemption.
2. We believe the Holy Bible was written Ly men divine-
ly inspired, aud is a perfest treasure of bheavenly instruc-
tion ; that it has God for its author, salvation for its end,
and truth forits matter; that it reveals the principles by
which God will judge us, and therefore is and shall remain
to the end ot this world, the center of christian union, the
supreme standard by which all human conduct, ereeds and
- opinions will be tried.
3. We believe that man was created holy, under the law
of his maker, but from voluntary transgression fell from
that happy state, in consequence of which all mankind sre
depraved, ana wholly unable of their own free will and abil-
ity to recover themselves from the fallen state in which they
‘ara by nature.
4. We relieve that God has not fixed the future state of
‘mankind by an absolute and unalterable decree, but salva-
tion is offered in the Gospel fice to all, and if sinners are
lost forever it will Le their own fault.

Article 1. We believe there 1s one true and living God,
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5. We believe that Christ by His death and sufferi
made an atonemenvt for the sins of all mankind iu geners
and every individual in particular; however, that ncne bl
those that believe in Him can be partakers of th- divig
benefits. ; o

6. We Felieve that true taith cannot proceced from
excreise of our natural faculties and powers, or from
foree and operation of the fres will, since man in con
quence of his natural corruption is iucapable cither of
ing or doing anything spiritually good.

7. We believe in the general npplxcatmn of the graec
God to fallen man sufficient to enable him morally and aet
ally to obev the vequirements of the law of liberty—Ja
25, this is to act saving f'uth, John 1:9. However nouel
those who believe or aquiesce in Christ will be saved th
hy, Acts 17:32; Rom. 2:9, John 3:19. '

8. We believe in the free moral agency of man, by
grace of God, before and after conversion, that he is laid v
der no invincilile necessity, by his c19at01 to act in a glv"
way, that if he lives after the flash he shall die, but if b
through the spirit, do mortify the deeds of the budy he s
live, and, therefore, man is always a proper subject of adme
nition and exortation. Heb. 11:12-13, Rom. 12:14, Mar!
14:12, Eze. 18:24, Rev. 2 and 3, ®ze. 33:13 and 28, 1st Tim
4:1, Heb. 3:5, 1st Cor. 10:12 and 22, 1st Peter 1:10. :

9  We helieve that the visikle church of Christ is a co
gregation of believere, associated by covenant in the fait
and fellowship of the Gospel, observing the ordinances:
Christ, governed by IHis laws, and exercising the gifts, righta
and privileges invested in them by His word, that its only:
proper oflicars are bishops, pasters and deacons. whoss
qualifications, claims and duties are defined in the Epistle
to Timothy and Titus. "

10.  Wa believe that christian baptism is 1mmersion i
water in tha name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, an
that believers are proper sur)]ects

11. We believe the Lord’s Supper is of perpetual ohll
tion, by which the members of the church, in the use o
bread and wine, are to commemorate together the dying
love of Christ, pwced :d always by solemn self examination

12. We bclw"e in the resurrection of the dead and the:
general judegment: that the joys of the righteous and lhé
pumshment of the wicked will ke eternal upon principles ol"
grace and justice.

13.  We believe in opén or mixed commuuion and thoj
churches of our body ate authorized. through their paswrﬂ.‘
to invite christians of ail orthodox churches wko are in good
standing in their respective churches to commune with us at:
the Lord’s table.



UNION MEETING.

PROCEEDINGS.
SN

The Union meeting of the Mt. Moriah Freewill Baptist
ssociation met in its eleventh aunnual session at Mt. Moriah
.church. Pickens county, Alabama, on August 11th, 12th, and
18th 1900. The introductory sermon was preached by Ill-
der J. D. Byars. His text was Genescis 3:9.

After religious service a recess of one hour was taken for
refreshmeunts, after which the ministers and delegates assem-
bled in the house and the body was called to order by the
former moderator, W. B. Moutgomery, praver by Elder

Woods Springfie'd. Business was then transacled in the.

following manner.

1. Letters from the different churches were called for,
handed in, read and coutents noted.

2. Proceeded to elest a Moderator and clerk, whereupon
Bro. W. B. Montgomery was elected moderator and George
V. Clardy clerk.

3. The following committees were appointed:

On Order of Business—Eldere J. D. Byars, Woods Spriog-
ficld, W. J. Coward, Bro. Thomas Alexauder with the Mod-
erator and clerk.

On Preaching—DBro. E. G. Brooks with deacons of Mt,
Moriah church.

On Resolutions and Queries—Brethren G. V. Clardy, E.
P. Rhodes and Rev. C.J. Blake.

4. On motion the committee on resolutions and queries
was made a standing committee until the nex( session of
this body.

5. .Called for report of committee that was appointed at
the last Union Meeting to draft a coustitution and rules of
decorum, ete., for the government of the Union Meeting.
Said committee not being ready to report, on motion the
committee was continued until the next meeting of this body
and Bro. Thomas Alexander was added to said commilttes.

6. Committee appointed o preaching submitted the fol-
_ Jowing report: Elder C. J. Blake to presch at 9 a m Sun.
day; Elder J. E. Mathis at 11 a m Sunday; Elder Woods
Springfield at 6 p m Sunday, and Elder J. D. Byars al close
of the Union Meeting Monday.

7. - On motion Union Meeting adjourncd until Monday
mornmiug at 8 o’clock.

y
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Services Sunday.

At 9 a.m. Elder C. J. Blake preachad, his text was 2d’:
Kings 50:8. At 11 a. m. Elder J. E. Mathis preached, his

text was Hosea 13:14. At H p. m. Elder Woods Spricgfield
preached, his text was Luke 2:7. The sermons were all edi-

fying and were delivered to a large and attentive concourse’

of people.
Monday Morning, 8 O’clock.

The Union Meeting met pursuant to adjournment, The
body was called to order by the Moderator and prayer was
offered by Elder J. D. Byars.

1. Roll called and dplcgatw answered Lo their uames.

2. Minute of Saturday reaua sud approved.

3. Called for reports of committees:

Committee on order of business submitted the following
report: Recommend 1st. That we reduce our Union Meet-
ing to a minister’s and deacon’s meeting, and to convene on
each fifth Sunday, and Saturday before, during the year.
And that the first session be held with Tabmracle church
in September next aud. to continue for an indefinite Ienath
of time at the opticn of the body.

2d. That we pnt an evangelist in the fiald for part or all
uf the ensaing Associational year, and that the Moderator of
this body appoint a committee, composed of one member
from each church, whose duty 1t shall be to obtain from his
church means to a\d in the support of said evangelist, and
raport the same to the next Association.

Respectfully submitted,
J. D. Byars, Chairman.

On motion the report was received and the committee dis-
charged. Ouo motion the report was taken up and consider-
ed by sections. After due consideration section 1 was tabled
and section 2 was adopted.

4. Committee on resolutions and queries submitted the
following report: Resolved, that the following queries be
discussed at the next Union Meeting: “What is Usury?” to

.be opened by Elder Woods Springfield. 2d. “Is Mcrality

Any Part of the Salvatiou of the Soul?” to be opened by
Bro. J. N. Stuckey.

Resolved, That we tender our thauks to Mt. Moriah church
and citizens of the commuuity for the kind hospitality
shown us during our stay with them. '

Respeotfu]l; submitted,
C. J BLAKE, Chairmau.

Oun motion report of commltte«, was 1ece'wd and was col-

5
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sidered by sections.  After du= consideration the report was
adopled as a whole. |
5. On motion, it is agreed that the next sessicn of the l
Union Meeting be held with Macedovia chureh, Lam:sr Co, [
Alabama, and that it convene on Saturday before the first
Sunday in September 1901; and that Elder Woods Spring-
field preach the introductory sermon, Elder C. J. Blake, al-
ternate.
€. The Moderator appointed the following committee to
get up means to aid in the evangelical work:
Mt. Moriah W. E Hardin. Tabernacle, W. B. Montgomery
Macedonia, R. S. Fields. Holly Springs, G. V. Clardy. &
Shiloh, E. G. Brooks. Antioch. Thomas Alexander. ?
Mt. Hermon, J. G. Pierson.  Uniou, R L. Stapp.
After close of the business of the Union Meeting Elder J. f’
D. Byars preachzd, his text was Acts 10:1-2.  After this a ‘
hymn was sung and the parting hand taken. {
W. B. Mo~xrtcomery Moderator. !
G. V. Crarpy, Clerk. !

Roll of Delegates. b

Mt. Moriah,—F. L. Smith, T. W. James, W. E. Harden.
Macedania,—T. Fields, W. J. McAdams, J. T. Harden.
Shiloh,—E. G. Brooks, W. H. Koon, W. R. Burkhalter.

Tabernacle,—W. B. Montgomery, J. R. Logan, J. W. Mout- gt

gomery. 3
Holly Springs,—E. P. Rhodes, G. V. Clardy, D. S. Harless. 4
Antioch,—A. J. Taylor, J. Williams, Thomas Alexander. ey "%

Mt. Hermon,—Not represented.
Union,—R. L Stapp. W. H. Whatley, Thomas Springfield.
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