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Eighty-Eighth Annual ~ession 
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OFFICERS 

Rev. M. lVfontgomery, Brownville. Ala., R. 1. l\1oderator 
J . H . Harless, Elrod, Alabama, Clerk 

EXECUTIVE COJ.Vll\IITTEE 
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FREE WILL BAPTIST 

BIBLE CoLLEGE 

Presented bY 

Rev. Al Hamm ----

PROCEEDINGS 

The Eighty-Eighth Session of the Mount Moriah Free Will 
Baptist Association was held with Mount Zion Church, Tusca­
lo )Sa County, Alabama, on October 8, 9 and 10, 1938. The intro­
ductory sermon was preached by Rev. T. A. Springfield, St. 
Mark 1st. chapter, 17th. ver~e. 

After which one and one half h0urs were taken for recrea­
tion and refreshments. At the appointed time t he ministers and 
messengers reassembled in the house and was railed to order by 
the former 1\ll oderator, Rev .. M . Montgomery, after reading 23rd 
Psalms and prayer. 

The body was fully organized after which the following 
business was transacted. 

Letters from the varion3 churches were handed in and read 
and delegates l ~sted as per statistical table. 

The body then proceeded to elect Moderator and Clerk, 
whereby Rev. lVI. Montgomery, Moderator and J. H. Harless, 
Clerk. 

Extended an invitation to new churches. None present-. 

Called for c )rre.;p::mjin5 m~3sengar.s from sister associations. 
J. l\11. Graham from Vernon. 

The following committees were appointecl. 
On Document and Order of Business: Rev. J. E. Tilley, Rev. T. 

L. 'iValker, Rev. T. V. Wheat, with Modt rater and Clerk 
On Devotion: B. J\II)ntgomery, Land) McAdams, M. B. Fields, 

with Deacons of J\ilount Zion. 
On Sabhath School : S. R. Lee, Sister Addie 1\!Iontgomery, 1\IIrs. 

T. R. Sellers, Anna Springer. 
On Temperance: J . L. Lavender, l\IIossie Koon, 0. L. Pearson, 

S. H. Lindsey. 
On Finance: 0 . W. 1\IIcGee, G. E. Ruffin, J. C. Brown. 
On Deceased: Claude Malone, H. B. Latham, W. H. Watley . 
On Moral Reform: Rev. Edgar Jones. W. L. Roberson, L.S.Peek. 
On Education, Publication and Literature: J. A. Driver, Tom 

Driver, J. F. Malcne. 
On Resoluti c.ns and Querries: J. L. Lynn, Rev. Nun ly Sanford, 

T. M. ~Iom·e. 
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The Devotional Committee made a partial report as foll ows : 
Rev. J . L. Lavender to preach at 9:00 A. l\1. 
RPv. T . L. Walker to preach at 11:00 A.M. 
Rev. J E. Tilley to preach at 2 :30 P. lVI. 

After the assignments the body adjourned till lVIonday 
morning at 8:00 o'clock . 

SCNDAY SERVICES 

Rev. J. L. LaYender prea<"hed at 9:00 A. l\I., Text, Timothy 
4th. chapter, 6th .. 7th. and 8th. verses. 

Rev. T . L. Walker preached at 11:00 A. l\1., Text, lsi. Kings 
4th. chapter, 40th. verse. 

Rev. J. E. Tilley preached at 2:30 P. l\I., Text, J osh ua 24th. 
chapter, 15th. verse. 

l\IONDAY MORNING 

Met persuant to aojournment. After reading 37th. Psalms 
and prayer by the Moderator, the following tusin<.ss was transac­
ted. The lVIoderator then read the By La\·:s and Constitution of 
the Association. Saturday's minutes were read and adopted. Roll 
call of Delegate.-:; as listed in statistical table. 

REPORTS OF COl\'ll\111 TEES 

ON DOCU:\lENT At\D ORDER OF BUSI:KESS 

We, your committee on document and order of business beg leave to re­
port as follows: That we proceed after the usual order of business. We recom­
mend that che next session of the Association be held with Sardts Church on 
Saturday before the 2nd. Sunday in October 1939. \Ve recommend that Rev. 
M. Montgomery preach the introductory sermon and that Rev. T. V. Wheat be 
his alternate. \\"e recommend that the clerk superintend the pnnting of the 
minutes ar.d that he be patd $15.00 for his sen·ices. 

Report of committee receivet-1 and <~dopted. 
REV.]. E. TILLEY, Chairman. 

ON DEVOTION 

We, your committee on devotion make a final report as fo!IO\vs. 
That Rev. W. ]. Harbin preach the Valedictory sermon. 
Report received and committee discharged. 

ON SUNDAY SCHOOL 

We, your committee on Sunday School make the foli o-.., ing report: 
From all reports our Sunday School has made some imprO\'ements over 

last year, but as important as Sunday School is, it is not nt::ar what it should be 
yet. ~o we urge preachers and lay members to get behind this good gospel 

\ 
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ON TEMPERANCE 

We, your committee on temperance, wish to submit the following report. 
We fint4 that the human family are proned to seek after worldly things. 

Therefore; s ir.ce intemperance is a great evil practiced, we beg that as chris· 
tian leaders try every possible means to guat d and teach against such. 

Temperance is a great thought that should concern everyone of us. The 
habit of drinking among our young people of today is one of the greatest curses 
in our land. More sin and more heart aches are caused through the influences 
of strong drink than any other one thing. 

Then, it behooves each of us as christians to be on our gut~rd every day 
to do what we can to destroy it and its influences. We know that in a few years 
our responsibility as christ!ans and leading church members will rest upon the 
young generation. We should do our very best to live clean sober li\·es before 
them. By so doing what we can tn prove to them that they must at all times 
be temperate to live happy, successful christian life. 

Report received and committee discharged. 
REV.]. L. LAVENDER, Chairman. 

DECEASED MEMBERS 

We, your committee on deceased members beg to report that smce our 
last meeting the following brothers and sisters have passed away: 

Me. Moriah-Bro. S. W. Jones 
Shiloah-Annie Bell Sexton, Bro. H. H. Latham, W. H. Daniel, 

W. M. Sanders. 
Union-Sister Mandy Hudgins, Era Archibald. Bro. A. C. Hamlin 
Union Hill-Bro. T. W. Going 
Mt. Zion-Bro. Arthur Gober, Sister Unity Spencer 
Pleasant Hill-~ister Beulah Strickland 

Let us strive to meet them in the Sweet Bye and Bye 

The business of the Association was called off and a song 
was sung, Oh! \Yhen Shdll [See Jesus, and prayer by Rev. T. V. 
\Vheat in memory ,)f the deceased. 

Report received and committee discharged. 
CLAUDE MALONE, Chairman. 

MORAL REFORM 

We, your committee on Moral Reform repon as follows: 
We recommend that our deacons and preachers take a clear oversight of 

our members and seeing that our young people are being led into immoral 
practices, we recommend that we provide places of employment in our churches 
and homes for them such as prayer meetings, Sunday Schools, Young Peoples 
League. and singing. We also recommend that our members abstain from at­
t~nding places of worldly amusements, such as ball games, swimming pools and 
PICture shows, and other things that will lead our children down to crime. 

Report received and committee discharged. 
REV. EDr;AR JONES, Chairman. 
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EDUCATION, PUBLICATION AND LITERATURE 

We, your committee on Education recommend the former report. 
We, your committee on Education, Literature and Publication recommend 

that our people take greater interest in the education of their children, training 
the mind to think, the heart to feel and the body to act ir. true accord to the 
teachings of the bible. T he word of the truth which has proven beyond a doubt 
to be the guide from earth to heaven, by it we are made to more fully compre· 
hend and understand the truth, lhe pure and beautiful, it brings to light of the 
individual life its demand was never greater than now. Young men entering 
the ministry should be encouraged and aided in their preparations for so great 
a calling. We recommend the loyal use of our common literature published by 
the Free Will Baptist Press: 

Report received and committee discharged. 
]. A. DRIVER, Chairman 

ON Fit\ANCE 

We, your committee on finance beg leave to report as follows: 
We have collected at this session $43.50. 
Report received and committee discharged. 

0. W. McGEE, Chairman 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

We, your executive committee report as follows: 
First: We find that all of our preachers ~rein good standing and in sound 

fa ith except Brother Williamson. We find that he has had talk that is not be­
coming for a preacher to talk. We recommend that Rev. Arlie Berry's name be 
dropped from our roll fo r joining another denomination. 

Report received and adopted. 
]. A. HICKMAN, Chairman 

RESOLUTIONS AND QUERIES 

We, your committee on Resolutions and Queries wish to submit the fol­
lowing report: 

We wish to tender our sincere thanks to Mt. Zion Church and communi­
ty for the able manr•er in which they have cared for us during our stay among 
them. We pray God's richest blessings to be bestowed upon them. 

Report received and committee discharged. 
]. L. LYNN. Chairman 

A col1edion was taken up for three of our aged and infirmed 
ministers, Rev. W. J. Harbin, R ev. J. E. lVJathiR and Rev. J.D. 
Byars, whereby we collected $19.82. 

l 
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The valedicbJry sermon was preached by R ev. W. J. Harbin, 
after which the parting hand was taken to meet with Sardis 
Church, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, en Saturday before the 
second Sunday in October, 1939. 

REV. l\1. M ONTGOMERY, Moderator 
J. H. HARLESS, Clerk 

List of Delegates Attending the Association 

M t. Moriah--Geo. l\IIcReynolds . 
Ma<!edonia--M . B. Fields. Lando l\1cAdams, Gee. Ruffin. 
Shiloah--l\1. M. Koon, H . B. Latham, A. J. Burkhalter. 
Tabernacle--0. W. McGeP, C. P. Malone, J. F . 1\Ialone. 
Union--S. H. Li nd~ey, IV1rs. J . T. Lindsey, W. H. Whatley, 
Phillips Cha pel--J. C . Oswalt, T . J. Sanford, J . L. Lynn. 
Un ion Hill -Tom l\IIoore) Levi Peeks, Albert Peeks. 
Mount Zion -T. J. Shipp, W . F . Winter, J. C. Brown. 
Pleasant Hill--0. L. Pears Jn , J. H. H arless, Sister Anna Springer 
Espy Springs--B. Montgom ery, Mrs. B. Montgomery. 
Sardis--Alonzo Robertson. J. A. Driver, Tom Driver . 
Glen Echo--Robert Sellers, Mrs. M . A. Sellers. 
Hatties Chapel--J. E . Tilley. 

Ordained lVI inisters and their Addresses 

Rev. J. E. Mathis, Millport, Ala., Rt. 3, Rev. J. D. Byars, 
1\.Iillport, Ala., Rev. W. R . Robison, Reform, Ala., R t. 2, Rev. 
J . M. Spencer, Northpor t, Ala., Rev. J . E. Tilley, Ethelsville, 
Ala., Rt. 1, Rev. L . A. Williamson, Newtonville, Ala., Rev. 1\II. 
Montgymery, Brownville, Ala ., Rt. 1, Rev. T . V. \Vheat, Coker, 
Ala., Rt. 1, R ev. T. L. Walker, Gordo, Ala., R t. 3, Rev. \V. J. 
Harbin, Berry, Ala., R ev. T . A. Springfield, Gordo, Ala., Rt. 1, 
Rev. lV1. Pinkerton, Plainview, Texas, Rev. R. L. Taylor, Brown­
vi lle, Ala., Rev. H. E . Cobb, Millport, Ala., Rev. N. M. Sanford, 
Peterson, Ala., Rev. J L. Lavender, Gordo, Ala., Rt. 1, R ev. 
Edgar J ones, Coker, Ala., Rt. 1, Rev. S. R. Lee, Coker, Ala., 
R t. 1. 

Licentiates 

W. W. Benson, Gordo. Ala., Rt. 4. 
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Deceased Ministers 

Rev. W. B. Montgomery, Rf:v. Wood Springfield, Rev. Vv. 
E Harbin, Rev. I. T . Nabors, Rev. E. Gore, Rev. T. Maloy, 
Rev. W. R. LaLham, Rev. W. J . Cowart, Rev. J. S. Hinton, Rev 
J. R. Robert.,on, Rev . 0. M . Archie, Rev. E . F'. Pool, Rev. \V 
V. Pool. 

PROCEEDINGS OF Ul\10~ l\1EETI1\G 

The Forty-Seventh annual session of the Union :\Ieeting 
of the :\Iount l\1oriah Free \Viii Baptist Association v. as held 
with 'Cnion Chu'-ch, Pickens C ... unty. Alab~ma, on July 23rd. 
and 24th. 1938. 

Saturday, July 23rd. at 9:50 A. i\I. 1 he fermer l\.Io<'e!"ator 
called the b 'Jdy to order after re~~ding ihe 4th. chapter of First 
John and prayer by Rev. S. R. Lee, the Uni. n Meeting was optn 
for business. 

1. Letters from various churches was read and delegates 
listed as per roll. 

2. Proceeded to elect modE-rat or and c·lerk, wherby Rev. 
J. E. Till fly was elected moderator anu B. Montoomery, clerk. 

3. Extended an inv~tati : n to visiting brei hrc·n to seat wil h 
us, whereby Rev. J. L. L·tvendPr fr1m1 lhe Vernon Asso ·iation 
wa" present and was seated with the body. 

Saturchy at 11:00 o'clock Rev. T . L. \\'alker preachtd the 
int,·o 1u ·tory serm1n. Text: 4th. chapter, 12Lh. vers~ of Amos. 

After the service the body was dismi-..sed for one and one 
half hours for n freshments. After refreshments tLe body n: urn­
ed to the house for the transaction of the rem~inder of tht! bu:-i­
ness. 

After re,~ding the l Cth . Ps:dms and prayer, Rev. J. L. 
Lavend(·r p roceeded to p: each. Ttxt: 133rd. Psalms, 1st. ,~erse. 

After preaching the full owing busines~ was transal ed. 
DOCUMENT AND ORDER OF BCSTNESS 

\Ve, your committee on Document and Order of Rusine!:'s, rerm t <lS follows: 
That we proceed after the usual order of bu~iness. We recommend that the 

next session of the Union meeeing be held at Glen Ecro CJ,urch, F icktns Coun-~ 
t), Alabama, Saturday before the Fourth Sunday in July, 1939. We recommend 
that Rev. T. A. Springfield preach the introductory senm n at 11.00 A. M., ard 
I~e\'. ~1. l\.Jontgomery be his alternate. 

Report received and committee discharged. 
]. ~I. STOI\ES, Chait man 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

~Ve, your committee on Sunday School report as follows· 
rom all reports our Sunday School h f . . . 

from last year, but will still urge II as ailed to make any Improvement 
effort to improve our Sunday Scha ,our pastorls and members to make a great 

. oo , so we as< that we get th dlii 
work gomg once more and then b 11 h' e goo ,.gospel 

. . a ove a t mgs stay behind it. 
Repot t received and committee discharged: 

BEL TON WEAVER, Chairman 

RESOLUTIONS AI\D QUERIE~ 

We, your committee on resolutions and . . 
ing repon: \Ve wish t t d . quenes WISh to submit the follow-
munity for the great w~y ~: ;~1i~~r t~~:cer:a~hanks to Union Chur~h and com­
among them. We pray God's rich t bly . e cared for us dunng our stay 

I . ~s essmgs to be bestowed upon them 
<eport recetved and committee discharged. . 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Devotional Report fur next Session 
We, your committee on Devotion report as follows· 
That Rev. S. R. Lee preach at 9·00 A M d R · 

a~ternate. Rev. M. Montgomery prea~h at.ll·O~r~ ev. Edgar Jones ~·be his 
h1s alternate, and .E<ev T y \Vh ~· : · M. and Rev. J. E. 1tlley be 
be h I 

. . . eat preach at 2:30 P. 1\1. and Rev R L 'favl 
IS a ternate. ' · · · _ or 

l{eport received and committee discharged. 

J · S. LOFTIS, Chairman 

, :'\ List of Delegates Attenoing Union 1\leeting 

~:en Eth_o- l\lr and l\~rs. T . R. Sellers and Oscar Fulghum. 
n.,py ~prmgs--L. C. S~1rley, Belton Weaver, B. l\Iuntgomer 
l a?et nacle--J. S. LoftiS, Archie l\I<.ntgomery' P. J. Frazier Y 
lJnwn--H A. Beverly J. S. Curry J 'I, L' d , :::; . ·d . '. , . . m :sey 
, :.~.~ ts--Tom Dn ver, Jim Driver, Bennie Vaughan 

8htlOclh--J. A. Hickman A. J. Burkhalter L u K 
l\lt z· J , ' ' . v. oon 

· wn-- · C. Brown T. E Logan rr J Sl · Ph·u· , ' . ' . . npp 
~ I 1 tps ~hapel--'Ihomas Sanford, J vel l.V1ontgomery 
n. ~cedoma--J · 1\I. Stokes, Geo. Ruffin 
Umon Hill--J. 0. Perigen, Tom l.V1oore 
Pleasant ll: il- Ezra l\lartin Lui a l\1· F , cte ant 



8 

Ministers Attending Union Meeting 

Rev. T. V. Wheat, Rev. T. A. Springfield, Rev. T . L. Wal­
ker, Rev. M. Montgomery, Rev. J. E. Tilley, Rev. S. R. Lee, 
R ev. Edgar Jones, Rev. W. W. Benson, Rev. J . L. Lavender. 

There being no further business, moved to meet with Glen 
Echo Church, P ickens County, Alabama, on Saturday before the 
Fourth Sunday in July, 1939, at 9:00 A. l\11. 

REV. J . E . TILLEY, Moderator 
B. MONTGO MERY, Clerk 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

Ar t. 1. We believe there is one true and living God, who is the Supreme 
Ruler of Heaven and Earth, self-existent Creator of all things, and reve~led 
under the personal devine perfection, and existing in distinct but harmomous 
offices in the great work of redemption. 

Ar t. 2. We belit-ve t he Holy Bible was written by men div inely inspir ed 
and is a perfect treasure of heavenly instruction; that it has God for . i t~ author, 
t ruth for its matter and salvation for its er1d, a nd it reveals the pnnc1ples by 
which God will judge us, and therefore is and shall remai n to the end of the 
world, t he center of Christian un ion, the supreme standard by which all human 
conduct, creeds and opinion will be tried. 

Ar t: 3. We believe that man was created only under the law of his Maker , 
but from voluntary transgre.;sio n fell from that holy state, in consequence of 
which all mankind are depraved and wholly unable of their own will and ability 
to recover from the fallen state in which they are by nature, 

Ar t. 4. We believe Lhat God has not fixed the future of mankind by an 
absolute and unalterable decree; but salvation is offered in the Gospel free to 
all and if sinne rs are lost forever it will be their own fault. • 

Ar t. 5. We believe that Christ by His death ~nd suffering made an atone­
ment for the sins of all mankind in general, and every individual in par ticular; 
however, thttt none but those who believe in Him can be partakers of the divine 
benefits. 

Art. 6. We believe that true faith cannot proceed from the exercise of our 
natural faculties and powers or from the force an~ operation of the free will· 
since man in consequence of his natural corr uption is capable neither of think­
i ng or doing anyt hing spi r itually good. 

Ar t. 7. We believe in a general application of the grace of r;od fo r fallen 
men sufficient to enable him morally and actually to obey the requirements of 
the law of ltberty---J ames 1:25, this is to act of saving faith, John 1:9, however, 
none but those who believe or acqueisce in Christ will be saved thereby; Acts 
17:32, Romans 2:9, John 3:19. 
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Ar t. 8. We believe in the moral agency of man, by t he g race of God, be!ore 
aud after conversion; that he is laid under invincible neceHity, tut his Creator , 
to get in the given way, that if he lives after the flesh he shall d ie, but if he 
through the spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body he s ha ll live, and, th~refor, , 
man is always a proper subject for admonition and e>.altation. Hebrews 11:12 
1:3; Romans 12:14: Mark 1-!:12; Ezekiel 18:24; Rev. 2:3; Ezek:el 33:13-28; 1 Tim· 
4:1; Heb. 3:5; I Cor. 10-12 22; 1 Peter 1:10. 

Art. 9. We believe that the visible church of Christ is a congregation of be_ 
lievers, a.;sociated by co·>'enant in faith an::! fell ,)w:;htp of the Gospel, observing 
the ordm'lnces of Christ, governed by His laws. and exercising the gifts. rights 
and privileges invested in them by His word; that its only proper officers are 
bishops, pastors and deacons, whose qualifications, claims and duties are defin­
ed in the Epistles of Timorhy and Titus. 

Art. 10. We believe that Cht istian Bapti~m is immersion in '' ater in the 
name of the Father, Snn and Holy Ghost, and that believers are proper subjects 

Art. 11. We believe the Lord's supper is a perpetual oblig:-ttion, by which 
the members of the church in the use of bread ::~nd wine, are to commemorate 
together the dying love of Christ preceded always by solemn self-examination. 

Art. 12. We bt:lieve in the resurrection of the dead and the general judge­
ment; and jo~ s of the righteous and the punishment of the wicked will be eter­
nal upo n princtples of gracf> ::~nd justice. 

Art. 13. We believe in open mixed communion and the churches of our 
h·)dy are authorized by their pastors, to invite Christiar·s of all onhodox 
churches who are in good standing in their respective churches, to commune 
with us at 1 he Lord's Table. 

RULES OF DECORL'i\ I 

Art. 1. The Association ->hall be called to order by the Moderator who 
presided at the last session, the former Clerk also officiating until the body is 
fully organized. 

Art. 2 The Association shall be opened and dosed by singing and prayer . 

Art. 3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot at each session 
of the Associatton. A majority of votes by delegates present elect. 

Art. 4. The names of the delegates from the different churches shall he 
enrolled and called for as necessary during the session. 

Art. 5. A majority of delegates shall rule in all cases fxcept in the recep­
tion of churches, then it shall bt- unanimous. 

Art. 6: The Mode.-ator shall not be entitled to vote txcept in cases of a 
tie. and then he sha ll give the deciding vote. He shall be entitled to speak on all 
questions after others have spoken, provided he appoints some one to the chair 
while he is speaking. 

Art. 7. Only one person shall speak at a time and he shall rise and address 
the Yloderator and after recognition by the Moderator he shall proceed. 
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Art. 8, No m~mber shall be interrupted while speaking unless he departs 
from the subject under discussion or uses words of personal reflection. 

Art. 9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice on the same 
subject without leave of the Association, nor more than 15 minutes at a time. 

Art. 10. No member shall laugh or talk while debates are going on. 

Art. 11. No member shall absent himself from the Association without 
leave of the Moderator. 

Art. 12. The Modtrator shall have power to call the Association together 
at any time upon a petition of two-thirds of the churches composing the Associ· 
ation over which he presides. 

Art. 13. That the appointment of all committees by the Moderator be 
confined to ministers and delegates composing tha Association. 

CONSTITU110N 

Art. 1. This A~sociation shall be known as the l\1ount :\loriah Free \\'ill 
Baptist A5sociation of Alabama, being composed of dt:legates from the different 
churches forming the same, each church being entitled to three delegates. 

Art. 2. The body shall be considered an Advisory Council, but having no 
authority over the affairs of other churches, unless they depart from the articles 
of fa1th of the Association. In case any church departs from the articles of 
faith and supports doctrines of heresy, or allows any mmi!'lter of her body to 
teach doctrines not in keeping with our articles of faith, the same shall be dealt 
with by this Association as it may deem proper and right, according to thf' 
teachings of the Bible. 

Art. i. Each church in this Association sh<tll be considered an advisory 
body, and ;;hall control its own internal affairs in me~tten; of dicipline. etc. It 
may, however, in exrremP cases, call aid from sister churches, but the Associa­
tion shall rule in all matters of doctrine and general interest. 

Art. 4. All questions of doctrine anc1 matters of general interest shall be 
setded by a two-thirds vote of the Association and the decision ~hall be f1nal. 

Art. 5. The officers of the A~sociatior· shall be a Moderator, Clerk and 
Treasurer, who shall be cho3en at each sess1on by a major ity of vu:es. 

Art. 6. This Association shall meet annually, at such time and place as 
may be agreed at a previous ann~tal ses3ion, a'1d shall not adjourn finally until 
all b:.~siness is transacted. 

Art: 7. Churches wishing lo become members of this Association must 
adopt its Articles of faith ar d conform to its usage. 

Art. 8. We agree as churcht-s of this Association to use our best influences 
to promote the interest of all moral and benevolent institutions, !:uch as the 
temperance cause. Sabbath 8chool.;;, 1\li~sionary work, etc. 
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