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Mit~ UTES 

OF THE 

Eighty-Ninth Annual Session 
OF THE 

MOUNT MORIAH ASSOCIATION 
OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 

HELD WITH 

SARDIS CHURCH 
SATURDAY, SUNDAY A~\D MONDAY 

October 7, 8 and 9, 1939 

o OFF ICERS g
0 

Rev. M. 1\lontgomery, Brownville, Ala., R. 1, T\loderator 

0 
J. H. Harless, Elrod, Alabama, Clerk 
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EXECUT1Vg CO~f~I ITTEE 
J . A. Hickman, J . S. Loftis, J. 0 . Perrigen, 

J. l\1. Stokes and .J. C. Oswalt 

The next session of this Association will be held with Union Hill 
Church. Picken County, Alabama, beginning on Saturday before 
the Second Sunday in October, 1940 . 
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FREE WILL BAPTIST 

BIBLE CoLLEGE 

Presented h-r 

Rev . Al Hamm -----

--

PROCEEDINGS 

The Eighty-Ninth session of the Mount Moria'l Free W ill 
Baptist Association was held with Sardis Church, T uscaloosa 
County, Alabama, on October 7, 8 and 9, 1939. The introductory 
sermon was preached by Rev . M. Montgomery, Text: John 15th. 
chapter. 14th. verse. 

After which one and one half hours were taken for recrea
tion and refreshments 

At the appo!n ted time the ministers and messengers re
assembled in the hG use and was called to order by the former 
moderator. 

Rev. :\I. :\I >ntgomery, afLer reading 78th. P~alms, and 
prayer by L.A. \Villiarnson, the body was fully organized af(er 
which Lhe following business was transacL0d. 

Letters from the various churches were handed in and read 
and delegates listed as per statistical b• ble. 

The body then proceeded to elect Moderator an d Clerk. 
Whereby Rev. M. Montgo mery was elected J.\il oderator, J . H . 
Harless Clerk Called for corresp')nding mPssengers from sister 
ass )Cialions. :.J one present. 

Extended an invitation to new churches, whereby Arbor 
Springs w:1s presented and was accepted into full fellowship with 
this associatio11 . 

The following committees were appointed. 

On D x·ument and Order of Busines~: 
Rev . .J. E. Tilley, Rev. T. A. SpringfielJ, Rev. J. L Lav
ender with :\Ioderator anrl Clerk. 

On Devotion: 
W. L. Burkhalter, S. H. Lindsay, .] . S. Lofti:-., with deacons 
of Sardis Church. 

On Sabbath School: 
Rev. S. R. Lee, Mrs. Anna Springer, Tom Driver and A. 
J. Burkhalter. 

On T'emperance: 
T. J. Shipp, C. L Hollingsworth, vV. H. \Vatley, W. C. 
DawkinR, Lewis McAdams. 
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0 Fin:-1nce: 

On 
0. W. McGee, W. L. McAdam~. and .J. L. Lvnn 

Dereased Mem hers: · · 

W. H . Brc.wn, T. E. Logan, T. G. Trull, B B. Lowe and 
J. C. Malone. · 

On Mo·al Reform: 

Rev. T. L. Walker, Rev. L. A. Williamson E. \1 . l\1alone 
and Oscar Fulgham. ' · 

On Education, Publication and Literatur~: 
E. 0. Doughty, H. B. Acker, l\I. 1\tl. \Vil1born and T. :\I. 
1\Toore. 

On Resolutions and Qneries· 

~·I E .. Tilley, L .S. Pe~k. Shaden Springfield, ~\Iartin Burk
a ter • .] · G. Cameron, J ~ssie Phillips. 

1 ;te Devotional Committee made a partial rPport as fol 
ows: 1at ~n Snuday Rev. J . M. Spencer preach at 9 ·OO A M-
~ev. J. E . Ttlley preach at 11:00 A. l\11. and Rev T A. ·. . 
f1eld pr~ach at 2:30 P. M · · Sprmg-

A~ter the appointment of rommittePs a ~org was ~un 
a collectiOn was taken up for J H Galloway h 

1 
• g and 

conte t b d · · w ose 10use and n s were urne . Amount collected $8.81. 

ned tilJ~~~~e o~:lingknMo furdther busi~ess the conference was acljour-
. oc 1 on ay mornmg. 

SC:-JDA Y SERVICES 

Sunday mcrning fir~t had a good song servic~. and 
Rev . .J. M. Sp~ncer preached. Text: 7th. rhapter 17th at 9S:30 
John. · verse t. 

At 11:00 o'clock Rev. J. E. TilJey preached from St L 
.22nd. chapter, 15-16 verses. At the end of services th . uke, 
wn was taken and the meeting adjourned till 2 :00 p ~ co_:~~n 
P. M., Rev. T. A. Springfield recommended r hat ·h· . t .30 
m lrial se · f R we ~tve a me-

t • rvice or ev. T . V. Wheat and ;Jll those who have de-
parted In the last year. Led by Rev T. L. \Valker. 
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lVIONDAY MORNING 

M tmd::l.y morning met persuant to adjournment. After 
rearl ing the Book of Jude and prayer by the Moderator, the rules 
of decorum W( reread and Rong by W. L. l\1cAclams, the lVIodera
tor d~=~clared the sessien open for bu~ines~. 

REPORT OF C,) M YI r 'T'TEES 
ON DOCUMENT AND ORDER OF BUSINESS 

We. your committee on Document and Order of Business beg leave to 
repvrt as follows: That Ne proceed after the usual ordt:>r of business. We 
recommend that the next session of the .-'.ssociation pe held with Union 
Hill Church on Saturday before the Second Sunday in October. 1940. We 
recommend that Rev. J. L. Lavender preach the introductory sermon an~ 
that Rev T. L. Walker be his alternate. We recommend that the clerk 
superintend the printing of the milluces and that he l:e paid $15.00 for his 
servtce. 

Report received and adopted and committee di~cha rszecl. 

REV. J. E. Tl LLEY. Chairman 

ON DEVOTION 

We. your committee on Devotion make a final report as follows: That 
I~ev. W. ]. Harbin preach the valedictory sermon. 

Report re: eive:l and adopte:l and committee discharged. 
W. L. RUl<.KIIALTER, Chairman 

ON SABBATH SCHOOL 

We. your committee on Sunday Sehoul beg leave to report sorrowfully 
thac <t lot of our churches do not have good Sunday Schools. We feel chat 
all of our churches ought to l:re interested enough in the welfare of our 
young iJeople to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of our Lord. 
We feel that Sunday School is one of the greatest means that we have to 
do this. We trust that by next association every church will report a good 
Sunday School, with good attendance. We are asking that each church, 
that has no Sunday School at present that the paMor insist that they organ
tze one at once. 

Why should we have Sunday Schools? First: we should have Sunday 
Schools to teach children of all ages the wo1 d of God. ::::econd: Sunday 
Schools give people who have tallent to teach a wonderful opportunity to 
do so, and which he or she wouldn't get any other way and it helps them to 
live richer and fuller lives by doing something for the Master. 

We have homes where God and the Bible are left out, so that might 
be the only way they would get the wonderful s tories of the Bible and if we 
do tet~ch it in onr hemes its wonderful to get together and lc:t the children 
(and we are all children) tell what they know about Jesus and ask questions 
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about -Nhat t hey don't know. Little c hildren can't understand all the 
preacher says, but having Sunday Schools in groups they can and do under
stand and enjoy expressing their little thoughts. So I say Sunday School 
is a great thi ng and should be in every church every Sunday. 

Report received and ac!opted and committe.:! d i!'charged. 
REV. S. R. LEE, Chairman 

ON TEMPERANCE 

We, your committee on temperance de~ire to submit the following report: 
Through our observation we believe 1 he human family are inclined to seek 
after worldly pleasure. especially the young generation. It seems that more 
strong drink is creeping into our land and country each year , so we should 
th ink more about temperance, because we believe from our very hearts that 
mJre heartache~. wrecked homes and si n of different types are caused from 
strong drink t han any o1her one thing. 

Then, it behooves us <ts Christians and leaden~ of our churches to fight 
strong drink wtth more force in lhe future. We should liv clean sober 
lives before them. By so doing we can possibly prove to them that they 
too. must at all times be temperace to live happy successful lives. 

Report received and adopted and commiuee dtscharg<d, 
T.]. SHIPP, Chairman 

ON DECEASED MEMBERS 

We. your committee on deceased members beg leave to report that 
since our last meeting the following brothers and sisters have passed away. 

Mount Moriah-Sister A. E. Hardin 
:\lacedonia-Sister Carrie Emerson 
Shiloah-Sister Muggie Hannah. Bro W. H. Koon and Bro. Emmett Pate 
Tabernacle-Rev. T. V. Wheat. B. L. Hamby, R. C. ~Iontgomery, Sister 

Lula Sullivan 
Union-Sister Ella Curry 
Phillips Chapel-Bro. Willie Montgomery 
Union Hill-Sister Lee Rt yant 
:\ Iount Zion-Bro. W. T. Montgomery, Sr., Bro. T. B. Sexton 
Sardis-Hro. Edd Sullivan 
Let us strive to meet them in a better home 

T he busine~s of the Association waR called off and a song 
was sung by W. L. lVI cAdams and prayer was led by Rev. T. L. 
Walker in memory of t he deceased. 

Report received and adopte::i and committee discharged. 
T . E. LOGAN. Chairman 

--=========================-~==~================= 

ON MORAL HEFORM 

We, your com mi ttee on Moral Reform beg leave to report as folio Ns: 
Sedng the mor al standards of o ur coun try are lowered, we recomm end 

that we as a church use all means at our command to bring a bout a refor
mation of the moral condition in our homes, in our schools <tnd in society 
in general and thereby raise the standard to where it should be in our 
country. 

We further recommend that we as representativ~s of the church discuss 
the question of moral reform in this session of the association. 

Report received and adopted and commttlee discharged. 
REV. T. L. WALKER, Chairman 

O. EDUCATIO:--i. PUBLICATION .'.NO LITERATCRE 

We. vour committee on Education, Publication and Ltterature, wish to 
report as follows: 

We recommend that our people take g reater intere5t in the education 
of their children. training their mind to think, the heart to feel and the 
body w act in true accord to the teachings of the Bible. The word of the 
truth which has proven beyond a doubt to be the guide from earth to 
heaven, by it we are made to more fu lly comprehend and understand the 
truth, the pure and beautifu l, it brings a light of the individua l life its de
manj was never greater than now. Young men e ntering the m inist ry 
should be encouraged and aided in their preparations for so great a C(tlling. 

We recommend the loyal use or our common literature published by 
the Free Will Baptist Press. 

Report received and adopted and committee discharged. 
T. M. MOORE, Chairman 

0:\ FI~ANCE 

We. your committee on Finance beg leave to 1 ~port a~ follow::.: 
We have collected at this session $45.85. 
Report received and adopted and committee d ischarged. 

0. W. McGEE, Chairman 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

We, your Executive Committee, report as follows: 
First: we find all of our preachers are in good standing and in sound 

faith. That little trouble has all been settled satisfactor ially. 
We recommend that we dro.., New Hope Church from our roll. 
Report received and adopted 

]. A. H ICKMAN, Chairman 



RESOL L TlONS AND QUER1ES 

We, your committee on Resolutions and Queries, wish to submit the 
folloNing report. 

We wish to tender our sincere thanks to Sardis Church and community 
for the able manner in which they have cared for us during our stay among 
them and we pray God's richest blessings upon them. 

Report received and adopted and committee discharged. 

R. E. TfLLEY. Chairman 

A collection was taken up for \V. J. Harbin in which $13.59 
was collectPd. 

T'here being no further business, moved to adjourn, after 
which the v~-dedictory sermon was preached by Rev. ~·. J . Har
bin, after which the parting hand was taken to meet with Cnion 
Hi ll Church, Pickens County, Alabama, on Saturday before the 
second Sunday in October, 1940. 

REV. M. MONTGOl\riER Y, :Vlodera tor 
.J . H. H ARLESS, Clerk 

List of Delega tes Attending The AsRoeial ion 

1\I L ~1 or iah-George 1\tl e:.Reynolds, \V. R. Burge~s and Frank 
Moor8 

:\Iacedon ia-V\. L. :.\IcAdams, \V. C'. Dawkin., Leander ' r cAdams 
Shiloah-W. L. Burkhalter, A. J. Burkhalter, :\I arlin BurkhaJter 
Tabernacle-D. V\'. l\IcGee, E. 1\I. l\tl <-1lone. J . C. :\!alone 
l'nion-\Y. H. Curry, S. H. Lindsay, \V. H . \Vatley 
P hi !lips Ch;:~pel-Emmett Doughty, Jessie Phillips, J. L. Lvnn 
Cnion Hill-Tom Mt·ore, Levi Peeks, D. L . Robinson ~ 
1\rlt. Zion-T 8. Logan, \V. H. Brown, T J. Shipp 
Hatties Chapel-SI.aden Sp1 ingfield, Osrar Sweeden burg, R. E. 

Tilley 
PleasanL Hili -.J. L. Pears1n, .J. H. Harle~s, Sigter Anna Springer 
Espy Springs-By Pastor 
Sardis-,Jim Driver, Tom Driver, T. G. 'T'rull 
<:len Echo-J. G. Cameron, Hugh Acker, Oscar Fulgham 
Arb1r Springs-C. L. Hollingsworth. l\11. M. Will born, B. B. Lowe 
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Ordained l\1inisters and their Addresses 

Rev. J . E. Nlathis, Millport. Ala., R t. 3, Rev. J . D. Byars, 
Millport, Ala, Rev. W. R. Robis ~ n, Reform , Ala., Rt. 2, Rev 
J. 1\II. Spencer. Northport. Ala .. Rev. J. E. Tilley, Ethelsville, 
Ala .. Rt. 1, Rev. L. A. Williamson, Newtonville, Ala , Rev. 
:VI. Montgomery, Brownville, Ala .. Rt. 1, Rev. T . L. Walker, 
Gordo, Ala., R t . 3, Rev. W. J . Harbin, Berry, Ala., Rev. T. 
A. Springfield, Gordo, Ala ., Rt. 1. Rev. 1\ l. Pinkerton , 
Pla inview, Texas, Rev. R. L. Tay lor, Brown ville, Ala., Rev. 
H . E. Cobb, l\1 ill port. Ala. , Rev. N. lVI. Sanford, Peterson, 
Ala., Rev . . J. L. Lavender, Gordo, Aia., R t. 1, Rev. Edgar 
J ones, Coker, Ala .. Rt. 1, Rev. S. H.. Lee, Coker . Al a., Rt . 1 

Licent'ate~ 

\V . Vv. Rens m, Gord.>, Ala., Rt. 4. 
R. E. Tilley, Elhel::>ville. Ala .. Rt . 1. 

Deceased l\1 inister s 

Rev. W. R. lVIontgomery, Rev. Wood Springfield, Rev. 
\V. E. Harbin, Rev. I. T. Nabors, Rev. E. Gore, Rev. T. 
1\llaloy, Rev. W. R. Latha m, Rev. W. J. Cowart. Rev. J. S. 
Hinton , Rev. J . R. Robertson , Rev. 0. 1\1. Archie, .H.ev . E. 
F. Pool, Rev. \V. V. Po >! , Rev. T . V. \Vheat 

PROCEED.i~GS OF THE CNIO~ i\ l EETI~G 

The F~ ,rty-Eighth Annual session of the "Cnion :\Ieeting 
of the :\It. ~Ior iah Free \\ill Bapt:st A~~OC'iation was held 
with Glen Echo Church , Pickens County, Alabama. on July 
22 and 2:3, 1939. 

Saturday, July 22. at 9:30 o' cloC'k A. IV I., the former 
Moderator called the body to order. After readi ng the 2nd. 
chapter of 2nd. Tim. and prayer by Rev. W. J. Harbin the 
Union meeting w~s Gpen for busines~ . 

The former clerk being absent, S. H. Lindsay was ap
pointed to serve until the body was fully organized. 

1. Letters from various churches were read and delegates 
listed as per roll. 
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2. Pn·cf>eded to elect l\Iodrator and Clerk, whereby Rev. 
J. ~-Till ey. was elected ~Ioderator, S. H. Lind~~·Y. Clerk. 

3. ~~xLen'led an invitation for visiting brethren from Sister 
Associations to seat with us. Nontl present. 

4. The following committees were appointed: On DoC'ument 
and Ord Pr of Business. P. J. Frazier, B. C. Martin, W. R. 
Burgess, with l\1ode.·at< .r and Clerk. 

On Sunday Sci o 1! : iVI rs. T. R. Seller:-:. \rY. T. Peek~. R. A. 
:\lil:er, J. L. Lynn, L. D. Tilley, H . B. L;.ttham. 

On Dev<.,tion: T. R. Sellers, T . .J. Shipp.\\'. L. Robi::>on, T. 
:\ I. ~Ioore, S. R . .Jones, with deac 1ns of Glen Echo Church. 

Re~olu • inns aurl Queries; E . 0. Doughty, Tom Driver, 
Ezra :\l ar t in, Shaden Springfield. Ruth Latham. 

Saturday at 11:00 o'clock. Rev. T. A. Springfield preached 
the intr·dductory serm n. 1\ .. xr: 13th. C'hap·er of 2nd. Cor .. 
GLh. verse. 

After thi~ service the body was dism i~sed ,·or ( ne anrl one 
ht-df hnurs for refreshments. After refreshments the I ody re
turned L > the house f(lr the rem;.tinder ol' the busi ness. 

A ftPr read ing the loth. Psalms and prayer tire meeting \vas 
declared open fo~r busi ness. 

Roll call of ctelegates f om p;:~ch ch urc·h. 

REPORTS OF CO:\L\IITTEES 

0~ COC'U.\lE:-.iT AND ORDER OF IH'Sl:\ESS 

We, vour committe~ on D >cument and OrC.er of Business beg leave to 
repon as follows: 

That we proceed after the usual order of busmes~. 
We recommend that the next session of the Union Meeting be held at 

Phillips Chapel Church, Tuscaloosa County. Alabama. Saturday before the 
fourth Sunday in july, 1940. 

We recommend that Rev.]. L. Lavender preach the introductory ser
mon at ll :00 o'clock A.M .. and Rev. ]. E. Tilley be his alternate. 

Moved and adopted. 

P. 1 FRAZIER. Chairman 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

v:e. your C<•mmi;tee on ~unday St'hool. make:- the followirg report. 
From all reports our Sunday Schools are not making much improve

ment, but as important as Sunday School iR we urge preachers and lay 
members to get behind this gospel work and urge mot hers and fathers to 
go to Sunday School and carry their children, for there are small children 
that don't know what Sunday School is. Tf they are not c<~rried by their 
fat hers and mother:::, how could they be expected to know anything about 
il? 

May we suggest that each church argan;ze sin~ing one afternoon of 
each month to help encourage ~und?y Sthccl, fct \\t- cr:n lird no Lett€-r way 

to tram up a child in the way it should go. 
'vVe suggest that each church use the F'ree Will Rapt1st lttuature. 
Moved and adopted. 

i\IRS. T. R. SELLERS. Chairman 

DEVOTIO['; 

We, your committee on Devotion, report as follow~: 
That Rev. M. Montgomery preach at 9:30 A. i\1 .• and Rev. S. R. Lee be 

'"\i::; alernate. Rev. T. L. Walker preach at 11:00 A. M .. <tnd Rev. R. L. Tay
lor be his alternate, and Rev. ]. M. Spencer prt-ach at 2<~0 P. M. and Rev. 
W. W. Benson be his alternate. 

Moved ::md adopted. 
T. J ~HrfJP. Cha irman 

RESOLUTIONS Al\0 Qt ERIES 

Wt!, yunr committee on Resolutions and Ouetie~. \\i~h to submit the
folio Ning report. 

\\'e w•sh to tender our sincere thanks to Glen Echo and community for 
the- able manner in which they have cart!d for u-. dunng our stay among 
them. \Ve pray Goa's riche:;:t blessings to be besto\\ ed upon th€'m. 

Mo\'ed and adopted. 
E 0. I>OL'GHTY. Chairman 

'There being no fu: U.er business there was a move and 
second to close the busine~s to meet with Phillips Chapel 
Church, Tuscaloosa Ct1 unty, Alabama, Saturday before the 
fourth Sunday in .July. 1940, at 9:00 A. 1\1[. 

REV .. J. E. TiLLEY, l\tlodE·rator 
S. H. LI~DSAY, Clerk 

At 3:30 Rev. J. L. Lavender preached. Text: Joshua 1st. 
chapter. 6th. verse. 
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SDNDAY SERVICES 

R ev. S. R. Lee preached at 9:30 A. M. Text: 8th. Chap
fer of St. .John, 11th. verse. 

Rev. !VI. Montgomery prearhfd at 11 :00 A. 1\'L Text: 
14th. Chapter of St. .John, 27th. verse. 

At 2::30 P. l\1., deacons were ordained for (;]en Echo 
Chu rch, after which there was a song and p rayer in memory 
of Rev. T.V. \Yheat. 

:\Iini~ters attendi ng Cnion :\Ieet ing 

Ttev. \V. J. H arbin, Rev. :\I. l\ Iontg 1merv. Rev. T'. L. 
\\ alker, Rev. 'I'. A. Springfield, Rev . J. E. Til1ey, Rev. S. R. 
Lee, Rev. Edgar Jone~, R ev .. J. L . L~wPnder, Rev. \V. \V. 
Bensen, Rev.\'' · R. Robison. 

D elegates a r tending Union :\Ieeting 

1\'It. lVToriah: W. R. Burgess, \Voodsie Hill Burgess 
l\Iacedon ii-1.: Not represented 
Shiloah · R. A. i\1iller, H . A. Latham, Ruthie Mae Latham 
Tabernacle:~~. lVI. l\1alone, W. E. Ashcraft, P . .J. Frazier 
Pnion : S. R . J nnes, vV. H . Curry, S. H. Lindsay 
Phillips ChapP): J:l~. 0. D oughty, J. L. L vnn · 
rnion Hill: T. I\I. :\Ioore, B. C. ~Iarti n·, Thomas Peeks 
l\It. Zion: T. J. Shipp 
Hattie~ Chapel: Shaden Springfield, L. D. Tilley, J. H. Td!ey 
Pleas!:ln t H ill: Ezra l\Iarti n, Anna Springer · 
Espy Spr ings : Not repre~ented 
Sardis : Alonzo Rohertson, Bennie Vaughan, Tom Driver 
Glen Echo: T . R Sellers, M rs. T . R . Sellers, Viola Fulgham 
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AR'T'IC'LES 0~~ FAITH 

Art. 1. vVe believe there is one Lrue and living God, 
who is the Supr·eme Ruler of Heaven and earth, !=:elf existen t 
( 'reat3r of al l th ings, and revealed und er Lhe personal dis
tinction of Father, S .n and Hol y Ghost , equal in every di
vine perfecti on, a nd existing in dista nt but harmonious offices 
in the great work of redemption. 

Art. 2. r.;r.,/ e helieve the Holy Bible was wri tten by men 
divinely insp ireJ and is a p E-rfect treasure of heavenly instruc
tion; that it has God for its anthor, trJth for its matter and 
salvar ion for i ts end; that it reveals the principle by which 
God shall judge us, and therefore is an d shall re main until the 
end of the world, t he center of Christ ian union, :he supreme 
standard b y which all human conduct, creed::; a nd opinions 
wi 11 be tried. 

Art. 3. Vve beli eve that man was created holv under 
Lhe la w of Lhe maker, hu t f rom vol un tary transgression fe11 
from tha.t holy state, in consequence of which all mankin d 
are depraved a nd wholly unah]e of their own free wi ll and 
a bili ty to recover from that fallen s tate in which they are by 
nature. 

Art. 4. \Ve believe that God has not fixed the future 
sla te of m~nkind by any absolute and unalterable decree; 
but--al vation is offe:·ed in the Gospel free to all, and if sinner s 
are lost forever i t will be their own fault. 

Art. 5. \Ve believe that Chri~t. by His death and suf
fering, made an atonement for the ~i ns of mankind in general, 
and every individual in particular; however, that none bu t 
th'lse who be ieve in Him can be par takers of the divine 
benefits. 

Art 6. We b elieve t hat t rue fa ith can not proceed from 
the exercise of our natural faculties and powers, or from the 
force and operation of the free will si nce man in conseq uence 
of his natural corn1ption is incapable of either thinking 
or doing anything spiritully good. 
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Art. 7. We believe in the general application of the 
grace of God for failen man sufficient Lo enable him morally 
and actual1y to obey the reqniremen ts of the law d liberty-
J ames 1:25, this i:5 Lo act saving faith; John 1:9, however, 
none but those wh.> believe or acquiesce in Christ will b e 
saved thereby; Acts 17:32; Romans 2:9; John 3:19. 

Art. 8. v.,r e believe in the free moral agency of man, by 
the grace of God, bef01 e and after conversion; that he is un
der no invincible necess. ty, by his Creator, to act in a given 
way, that if he lives after the flesh he shall die, l1ut if he 
through the ~pirit, do mortify the deeds of the body he 
shaH live, and, therefore, man is always a pn per subject 
of admonition and exh<•rtation, Heb1 ews 11 :12-13; Ro
mans 12:14; Mark 14 :12; Ezek. 18:24; Rev. 2;3; Ezek. 33:13 
and 28; 1st. Tim. 4:1; Heb. 3:5; l ::;t. ( 'or. l0:12 and 22; 1st. 
Peter 1:10. 

Art. 9. We believe that the visible cbw ch of Ch1 ist is 
a congregation oi believers, associated by covenant in faith 
and fellowship of the Gospel observing the ordinances of 
Ch rist, governed by His laws, and exercising the gifts, rights 
and priv ileges invested in them by His work; that it~ only 
proper officers are bishops, pastors, t-tnd dec.tc·on ~, whose 
qualifications, claims and duttes are defined in the Episllt s 
of Timothy and Titus. 

An. 10. \Ve believe tha1 Christian Baptism is immer
sion in water in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, and that believers are proper subjects. 

Art. 11. \Ye believe the Lord's Supper is a perpetual 
obligatil)n, by which the members of Lhe church in the use 
of bread and wine, are to commemorate tugether the dying 
love of Christ, preceded always by solemn self-examination. 

Art. 12. \\' e believe in the resurrection of the dead and 
the general judgement and joys of the righ teous and the 
punishment of the wicked will be eternal upon principles of 
grace and justice. 

Art. 13. vVe believe in open and n:ixed c:omm unior, and 
the churches of our boJy are authorized, through th~ir pas
tors, to invite Christians of all orthonlox ch urc .. es, who are 
is good ~tandmg in their respective churches, to commune 
with u~ at the Lord's table. 
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RULES OF DECORUM 

Art. 1. The Association shall be called to order by the 
Moderator who presided at the last session, the former Clerk 
also officiating until the body is full y organized. 

Art. 2. The Association shall be opened and closed by 
singing and prayer. 

Art. 3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by 
ballot at each session of the Association. A majority of 
votes by delegates present elect. . 

Art. 4. The names of the delegates from the dtffer~nt 

churches shall be enrolled and called for as necessary durmg 
the session. 

Art. 5. A maj ority of delegates shall rule in all ca.ses ex
cept in the reCf!pthn of ch urche~, then it shal~ be unammous. 

Art. 6. The Moderator shall not be en t1tled to vo~e ~x
<'ept in cases of a tie, and then he shal l give th~ dectdmg 
vole. He shall be entitled to speak on all questwns after 
others have spoken, provided he appoints son:e one to the 
chair while he is speaking. 

Art. 7. Only one person shall speak at a time ~~d he 
shall rise and address the Moderator and after recogmt10n by 
the Moderator he sha11 proceed. 

Art. 8. No member shall be interrupted while speaking 
unless he departs from the subject under di. <'Ussion or uses 
w0rJs of personal reflection. 

Art. 9. ::.To person shall be allowed to speak rnor~ t~an 
twice on the same subject without leave of the Assoctatwn. 
nor more than 15 minutes at a time. 

Art. 10. No member shall laugh or talk while debates 
are gomg on. 

Art. 11. :\o member shall absent himself from the AP.
sociation without leave of the lVIoderator. 

Art. 12. The Moderator shall have power to call the 
Association together at any time upon a petition of two
thirds of the churches composing the A~sociation over which 
he presides. 

Art. 13. That the appointment of all committees by the 
l\Ioderatm be confined to ministers and delegates composing 
the Association. 
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CONSTITUTION 

Art. 1. This Association shall be hnow n as the 1\tl ount 
Moriah Free Will Baptist Association of Alabama, being 
composed of delegates from the different churches forming 
the same, each church being entitled to three delegates. 

Art. 2. The body shall Le considered an Adv~sory 

Council, but have no authority over the affairs of ol her 
chu.rches, unles3 they depart from the artic:les of faith of the 
Association. In case any church departs from the articles of 
faith and supports rlictrines of heresy, or allows any rni11isLer 
of her body to teach doctrines not in keeping with our arti
cles of faith, the same shaH be dealt with by this Association 
as it may deem proper and right, according to the teachings 
of the Bible. 

Art. 3. Each church in this Association shall be consid
ered an advi"ory body, and shall control its own internal af
fairs in matters of dicipline, ei<'. It may, however, in extreme 
cases, call aid from sister churches, but the Association shall 
rule in all matters of doctrine and general interest. 

Art. 4. All questions of doctrine and matters of general 
interest shall be settled by a two-thirds vote of the Asst>cin
tion and the deci,:;ion shall be final. 

Art. 5. The officers of the Associ4tion shall be a l\tlod
erator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be chosen at each 
session by a majority of voteR. 

Art. 6. T .. is Association shall meet annually, at suc· b 
time and place as may be agreed at a previous annual session, 
and shall not adjourn finally until all busmess is transacted. 

Art. 7. Churches wishing to become members of this 
Association musl adopt its Articles of faith and conform to 
its useage. 

Art. 8. We ag1 ee as churches of this Association to use 
our best influences to promote the interest of all moral and 
benevolent institutions, such as the temperance cause, Sab
bath Schools, lVIissionary work, etc. 
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