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Proceedings of Association 

The one hundredth session of Mt. Moriah Association was 
held with Mt. Moriah Church on Saturday, Sunday and 
Monday, October 7, 8, 9, 1950. Introductory sermon was 
preached by Rev. J. L. Lavender. Scripture reading, 2nd 
Peter, text, 3rd verse. After which the body was dismissed 
for the noon hour. The body was then called to order by 
the former moderator, Rev. M. Montgomery. After one 
3ong by Bro. Emmitt Doughty and reading the 49th Psalm 
by moderator and prayer by moderator, the association was 
fully organized. The moderator appointed Bro. Brady 
Montgomery and Bro. Sam Hartis as reading clerks. Letters 
from various churches were handed in and read and dele­
gates listed as per roll. The body then proceeded to elect 
m'Oderator and clerk. Whereas Rev. M. Montgomery was 
elected moderator and Rev. Leander McAdams, clerk; call­
ed for corresponding messengers from sister associations. 
Rev. W. H. Ryland from Progressive Association; Rev. T. J. 
Adair from the Vernon Association, and Rev. M. H. Hollis 
from the East Mississippi Associ.ation were seated. Called 
for sdng and gave an invitation for any new churches for 
membership with us; none received. After which the follow­
ing committees were appointed: 

Document and order of business: Rev. J. L. Lavender, W. 
L. Lynn, J. H. Harless, W. H. Curry, Mason Gyles, Bro. No­
land. 

Devotion: Bro. W. L. Burkhalter, B. Montgomery, Bro. 
Trull, T. B. Smith with deacons of church. 

Finance: Bro. 0 . W. McGee, W. N. Joyner, Louis Winters. 

Temperance: Rev. J. H. Tilley, J. L. Lynn, Rev. N. M. 
Sanford, Frank Malone. 

Moral and reform: Rev. J. M. Spencer, Henry Crawford, 
W. H. Brown. . . 

Education, publication and literature, T. L. Bossell, Fay­
ette Montgomery, W. T. Peeks. 

Resolutions and queries: Mrs. Brady Montgomery, J. L. 
McAdams, Loy Shaw. 
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Sabbath School: Sister T. R . Sellers, Sister W. H. Curry. 
Rev. H. B. Latham, L. B. Koon, Oscar Sweedenburg. 

Deceased: Bro. Ross Beams, Billy Sanford, J. T. Sullivan. 

A wonderful talk was given by Rev. W. H. Ryland of 
the children's home which everyone enjoyed. A collection 
was taken for the home, amounting to $91.10. 

We, your committee on devotion, make a partial report. 
We recommend that Rev. T . J. Adair preach at 9:30 a. m. 
Rev. J . E. Tilley preach at 11:00 a. m. 

The ordination service for Linwood Fields be at 2 p. m. 
and a memorial service be held for the late Rev. W. J. 
Harbin conducted by Rev. M. Montgomery. The business of 
the association was called off until 8 o'clock Monday morn­
Ing. 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

Rev. T. J. Adair preached at 9:30 a. m. Scripture reading 
3rd chapter St. John, text 2 Corinthians 2:17. Rev. J. E. 
Tilley preached at 11:00 a. m. Scripture reading Matt. 15:1-
13th verse, text 13th verse. The ordination service was held 
for Rev. Linwood Fields at 2:00 p. m. The Rev. M. Mont­
gomery, Rev. J .E. Tilley, Rev. Leander McAdams were 
on the ordaining council. The memorial service was held 
at 2:30 for the Rev. M. J. Harbin conducted by Rev. M. 
Montgomery. 

MONDAY SESSION 

After one song by H. M. Montgomery and scripture read­
ing by moderator and prayer by Rev. Lawrence Lynn the 
one hundredth session of the association was opened for 
business. The committee, not being rea~y to report thirty 
minutes were given for recess. Document and order of busi­
ness: 1. We recommend that we proceed after the usual 
order of business: 2. We recommend that the body vote as 
io where the next session of the association meets another 
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year: 3. We recommend that Rev. Leander McAdams preach 
the Introductory sermon and Rev. Linwood Fields be his 
al~erz:ate. 4. We recommend that tbe clerk superintend the 
prm~Ing of the minutes and that he be paid $25 for his 
ser\?7e. 5. We. recommend that each church send $1.50 in 
addition to minute funds for fee to represent us in the 
state association. Report adopted and committee dismissed. 

Rev. J. L. Lavender, Chairman. 

Devotion: We, your committee on devotion make a final 
report: We _recommend that Rev. J . L. Lynn' preach at the 
close of th1s session. Report adopted and committee dis-
charged. W. L. Burkhalter, Chairman. 

Finance: We, your committee on finance report that we 
have ~ollect~d at this session $78.50. Rep~rt adopted and 
committee discharged. 0. W. McGee, Chairman. 

Sabbath School: We, your committee on sabbath schooi 
report as follows: We believe that each church should have~ 
Su;nday school and that parents should go and carry their 
children. We believe that each pastor should stress the im­
portance of Sunday school, and try to have one organized 
where they do not have one, and that we use the Free 
Will Baptist literature. Report adopted and committee dis-
charged. M. A. Sellers, Chairman. 

Deceased membe~s: We, your committee on deceased mem­
b.ers, report that since our last association, God has seen 
fit t? call from us t~e following ones. Mt. Moriah: Sister 
Annie Lee Taylor, Sister Ruby Simpson; Tabernacle: Bro. 
Ro?ert Thomas, Bro: Festus Wicker, Sister Willodeen Brown 
Unwn,. Bro. Cole Windle; Phillips Chapel, Bro. Frank Law­
r~y, SISter Emma Phillips, Rev. W. J. Harbin· Union Hill 
Sist.er Anna Seymer; Pleasant Hill, Sister Wilson; Espy 
Spnngs, Bro. 0. H. Walker. 

Moral and Reform: We, your committee on moral and 
reform, report as follows: We see a great need of a higher 
standa:d of Christian living among our church people and 
we believe one way to raise it is for the fathers and mothers 
to go to Sunday school and church and carry their children 
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while they are small, for it is hard to reform t~em after 
they get older. Report adopted and committee d1s~harged. 

Rev. J. M. Spencer, Chairman. 

Education and Publication and Literature: We, your com­
mittee make the following report: On education we find 
that vJ.e should be more careful about the education of our 
children that they might be prepared to meet the demands 
of future life. On publication we should be sure to place 
clean books in our homes. On literature. we urge every one 
to place good clean literature in their ho~es an? to read 
the Bible more. Report adopted and committee discharged. 

T. L . Bossell, C~1airman. 

Home Mission: We, your committee, on home mission 
board, report as follows: That Bro. J . H . Tilley is establish­
ing a church at Kennie Hill and has 26 members. That we 
are appointing Rev. T. L. Walker as associational evangelist, 
and we request all pastors, churches and laymembers to 
cooperate with him in every way that you can. If any one 
knows of any opportunity to advance the cause please get 
in touch with Bro. Walker or the home mission board. We 
are expecting an offering at each p1ace he goes to help 
bear the expense. We want an offering taken now and that 
each church take an offering and turn it in to the home 
mission board to help pay expense of this cause. Report ad­
opted and committee retained. R. A. Miller, Chairman. 

Temperance: We, your committee on temperance submit 
the followinr, .report. We believe that many a man and wo­
man are dram drinkers and that they are teaching the 
young people to be the same, so we strictly urge each mem­
ber of the church to guard against strong drink. Report ad­
opted and committee discharged. Rev. J. H . Tilley, Chairman 

Executive Committee: We, your committee report as fol­
lows: We find our preachers sound in the faith. We recom­
mend that Bro. Linwood Fields' name be added to the list 
of ordained ministers and that Bro. Herman Herndon's 
name be added to the list of licensed ministers. Report ad­
·opted and committee retained. J. 0. Perrigin, Chairman. 

Resolutions and Queries: We, your committee, report as 
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follows: We urge everyone to go to church for the next 
twelve months. We believe this would help our churches, 
very much. We also wish to express our thanks to Mt.. 
Moriah church for the able manner in which they have 
taken care of us through this session of the association anci 
p~ay God's blessings on them. Report adopted, com~ittee 
discharged. Addie Mae Montgomery, Chairman. 

. ~oved and seconded that we elect delegates to state asso­
CiatiOn. Also corresponding messengers to Vernon Associa­
tion. H. M. Montgomery, Rev. J. L. Lavender, M. B. Fields, 
Lee McAdams were elected to Vernon Association. Rev. T_ 
L. Walker, Bro. Mason Giles and Sister Marion Giles to state· 
association. Moved and seconded to take up a collection to 
pay state mipute funds. Moved and seconded to ·take the· 
parting hand to meet with Northport church one year hence .. 

Rev. M. Montgomery, Moderator. 
Rev. Leander McAdams, Clerk. 

Delegates enrolled at association: 

Mt. Moriah: Bro. T. B. Smith, M. P. Gore, Sister Ruby 
Gore. 

Macedonia: Bro. Louis McAdams, Lando McAdams, Loy 
Shaw. 

Shiloah: H. B. Latham, L. B. Koon, W. L. Burkhalter. 

Tabernacle: Bro. Ross Beams, J im Sullivan, Frank Ma-
lone. 

Union: Bro. and Sister W. H. Curry, S. D. Gray. 

Phillip's Chapel: Bill Sanford, Fayette Montgomery. 

Union Hill: Bro. Wilford Joyner, Early Robertson W. T 
Peeks. ' 

Mt. Zion: Bro. W. F. Winters, Bro. and Sister W. H. Brown 

Hattie~ Chapel: Bro. Philip Latham~ Oscar Sweedenburg 
Heron Tilley. ~ 

Pleasant Hill: John Harless, Sister Anna Springer 0 L 
Person. ' · · 

Espy Springs: Bro. and Sister Brady Montgomery. 
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wholly unable of theii: own free will and ability to recover from 
that fallen state in which they are by nature. 

Art. 4. We believe that God has not fixed• the future state of 
mankind by any absolute and unalterable decree; but salvation is 
offered in the Gospel free to all, and if sinners are lost forever 
it will be their own fault. 

Art. 5. We believe that Christ by His death and suffering, made 
an atonement for the sins of mankina in general, and every indi­
vidual in particular; however, that none but those who believe 
in Him can be partakers of the divine benefits. 

Art. 6. We believe that true faith cannot proceed from the 
exercise of our natural faculties and powers, or from the force and 
operation of the. free will since man in consequence of his natural 
corruption is incapable of either thinking or doing anything spir­
itually good. 

Art. 7. We believe in the general application of the Grace of 
God for fallen man sufficient to enable him morally and actually 
to obey the requirements of the law of liberty-James 1:25, this 
is to act saving faith; John 1:9, however, none but those who be­
lieve or acquiesce in Christ will be saved thereby; Acts 17:32, 
Romans 2:9; John 3:19. 

Art. 8. We believe in the free and moral agency of man, by the 
grace of God, before and after conversion; that he is under no in­
vincible nec~sity, by his Creator, to act in a given way that if 
he lives afte~ the flesh he shall die, but if he through the spirit,. 
do mortify the deeds of the body he shall live, and therefore, man 
is always a proper subject of admonition and exhortation, Heb­
rews 11:12:13; Romans 12:14; Mark 14:12; Ezek. 18:24; Rev. 2:3; 
Ezek. 33:13 and 28; 1st Tim. 4:1; Reb. 3:5; 1st Cor. 10:12 and 22; 
1st Peter 1:10. 

Art. 9. We believe that the visible church of Christ is a con­
gregation of believers, associated• by covenant in faith and fellow­
ship of the Gospel observing the ord_inances of ~~rist, ~overned 
by His laws and exercising the gifts, nghts and ~nvlleges m_vested 
in them by His work; that its only proper officers are ~1shops,. 
pastors and deacons, whose qualifications, claims and duties are 
defined in the Epistles of Timothy and Titus. 

Art. 10. We believe that Christian baptism is immeJJ"Sion in water 

.. 
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in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and that be­
lievers are proper subjects. 

Art. 11. We ,believe the Lord's supper is a perpetual obligation, 
by which the members of the church in the use of bread and 
wine, are to commemorate together the dying love of Christ, pre­
ceded always by solemn self-examination. 

Art. 12. We believe in the resurrection of the dead and the 
general judgment and joys of the righteous and the punishment 
of the wicked will be eternal upon principles of grace and justice 

Art. 13. We believe in open and mixed communion and the 
churches of our body are authorized, through their pastors, to 
invite Christians of all orthodox churches. who are in good stand­
ing in their respective churches, to commune with us at the 
Lord's table. · 

RULES OF DECORUM 

Art. 1. The Association shall be called to order by the Moderator 
who presided at the last session, the former clerk also officiating 
until the body is fully organized. 

Art. 2. The Association shall be opened and closed by singing 
and prayer. 

Art. 3. The Moderator and Clerk shall be chosen by ballot at 
each session of the Association. A majority of votes by delegates 
present elect. 

Art. 4. The names of the delegates from the different churches 
shall be enrolled and called for: as necessary during the session. 

Art. 5. A majority of delegates shall rule in all cases except the 
reception of churches, then it shall be unanimous. 

At. 6. The Moderator shall not be entitled to vote except in 
cases of a tie, and then he shall give the deciding vote. He shall 
be entitled to speak on all questions after all others have spoken, 
provided he appoints some one to the chair while he is speaking. 

Art. 7. Only one person shall speak at a time and he shall rise 
and address the Moderator and after recognition by the Moderator 
he shall proceed. 
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Art. 8 .. No member shall be interrupted while speaking unless 
he departs from the subject under discussion or uses words of 
personal reflection. 

Art. 9. No person shall be allowed to speak more than twice 
on the same subject without leave of the Association, nor more 
than 15 minutes at a time. 

Art. 10. No member shall laugh or talk while debates are going 

on. 

Art. 11. No member shall absent himself from the Association 
without leave of the Moderator. 

Art. 12. The Moderator shall have power to call the Association 
together at any time upon a petition of two-thirds of the churches 
composing the Association over which he presides. 

Art. 13. That the appointment of all committees by the Moder­
ator be confined to ministers and delegates composing the Asso-

ciation. 

. .. . .... CONSTITUTION 

Art. 1. Thi~ Association shall be known as the Mount Moriah 
Free Will Baptist Association of Alabama, being composed . of 
delegates from the different churches forming the same, each bemg 
entitled to three delegates. 

Art. 2. The body shall be considered an Advisory Council, but 
have no authority over the affairs of other churches, unless they 
depart from the articles of faith of the Association. In c~e any 
church departs from the articles of faith and supports doctrmes of 
heresy, or allows any minister of her body to teach doctrines ~ot 
in keeping with our articles of faith, the same shall be dealt w1th 
by this Association as it may deem proper and right, according to 
the teachings of the Bible. 

Art. 3. Each church in this Association shall be considered an 
advisory body, -and shall control its own internal affairs in matter; 
of discipline, etc. It may, however, in extreme cases, call aiJ fro::; 
sister churches but the Association shall rule in all matters o.i 
doctrine and general interest. 

• • 
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Art. 4. All questions of Doctrines and matters of general inter. 
est shall be settled by a two-thirds vote of the Association and 
the decision s~all be final. 

Art. 5. The officers of the Association shall be a Moderator 
.ClerJc and Treasurer, who shall be chosen at each session by a 
JJ.naj ority of votes . 

...A.tt. 6. This Association shall meet annually, at such time and 
p1ace as may be agreed at a previous annual session, and shall nc. t 
adjourn finally until all business is transacted. 

Art. 7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association 
must adopt its Articles of Faith and conform to its usage. 

Art. 8. We agree as churches of this Ass'Ociation to use our best 
influences to promote the interest of all moral and benevolent 
institutions, such as the temperance cause, Sabbath Schools, Mi-s­
sionary worlt:, etc: 



STATISTICAL TABLE 

Churchea and Count1es 

m t. .Moriah, .t'ICkens t-ounty 
Macedonia, .l:'ickens (.;ounty 
Shiloah, .1:'1ckens County 
Tabernacle, Tuscaloosa (.;ounty 
Union, .1:'1ckens County 
Phillips (.;t.apel, Tuscaloosa Co. 
U mon H ill, .l:'tckens (.;ounty 

.Pastors 

L . .McAdams 
J . H. Tilley 
J. H. Tilley 

Clerks and .l:'oat.officcs 

J!.ana liore, .M.c:Sban 
E. L. .l<'ields, Mill port 
W. L . .Hurkhalter, Gordo 

M. Montgomery H. M. Montgomery 
J. H. Tilley W. H. Curry, Gordo 
M. Montgomery E. J. Watson, HrownsviJJe 
J. L. Lavender J. U. l 'errigin, Carrollton 

Ex-.l:'astors 

L. ro.cAaam:; 
J. it. Tilley 
J . .H. Tilley 
M. Mont.gontery 
J. .ti. Tilley 
J. L. Lynn 
J. L. Lavender 

Mt. Zion, 'l'uscaloosa, County J. L. Lynn Harvey Harless, Hrownsvtlle J. M. ~pencer 
Hattis l:hapel, .l:'ickens l:ounty K. K Tilley 
l'leasant H ill, Tuscaloosa County J. .1!: Tilley 
Espy ~pring s, Tuscaloosa l:ounty ~. H. Lee 
Sardis , 'ru<Jcaloosa County J K Tilley 
Glen J!:cho, .l:' ickens (.;ounty 
Arbor ~prings, .l:'ickens l:ounty 

J K Tilley 

Huron Tille:!-·, J!:thelsviUe J. L. L ynn 
Ezra Marton, Gordo J . .1!:. Tilley 
B. ~'Ionta-omery, Samantha S. H. Lee 
G. D. Skelton Moore's .Hridge J. K Tilley 
H. U. .l<'ulgham, Carrollton J. ~. Tilley 

Mi:7y's (.;hapel, Tuscaloosa l:o. N. M. :::lanford Etta Mae Abston, Hrookwood N. M. Sanford 
L. McAdams 1st F. W. t..hurch, Northport L. McAdams Essie Collins, Northport 

1st F. W. (.;hurcb, Aliceville J. L. Lavender Mrs. Lynn Jones, Aliceville 
l'!lid to <;nildren's Home. ~Jdridge, Ala. ~ t4~ .6b 

J. L. Lavender 
Total 

~ 3011.00 $ 
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