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PROCEEDINGS: 
The Twenty Fourth .A 1 nual Su:~ion of the Mormng Star 

Freewill Baptist 1\ssociati, 11 was held with Gum Sprinus 
Church, Tuscaloosa County, Alabama, September 20 :.?2, 19:30 

The introductory serm 111 wn~ preached by Rev. J. ]. 
Gurg,wus fext: 2nd c!H1pter of Matthew, 21st verse. fol· 
lowed by Bro. J . W. 1\furray, 

Evening Session 
At 2:30 o'clock the Ministers and Delegates ns~embled 

in the house for business. Prayer by Bro. J. J. Murray. 
t. Sisters Unice and Ella Earnest were appointed Read· 

ing Clerks. 
2 Roll of Churches was called and letters handed in, read 

1nd Delegates seated and contents noted. 
Roll of Churches and Delegates 

Plea,;ant Rid6e Bros, Sam Roberts, H D, Bates, Emmet 
Patton. 

Antioch-Sisters L. C Po 1eycutt, Martha FultJn. 
New Shady Grove-Bros. Mack Wade, Oliver D.1wl<ins. 
Dav1s' Ch·tppel-Bro. B 1be \>1oore, Sister Minnie Moore. 
Gum Spring~-Conner Davi,, Bro. Hargrove Eurne~t. Sis-

er Ella E truest 
Sulphur Springs-Bros .. J. E Dorrough, W. C. Williams, 

ii,ter Georg1u Dorrough. 
2 Called for Petitionary ! etters and the petition of New 

)hadv Grove was handed in, read and added to the roll by 
llJanimous \Ote. 

3, Called for Correspondence from Sister Associations, 
wne present. 

4. Motion was offered to permanentlv organize .... hereup­
'" Rev. T. ;\I. Mullinax was elt•cted ~loJcrator and H. P. 
>ike, Clerk, 

5 Thf' following commitlt>es were appninted: 
1, 011 Preac!Jiug, Bros. Muck W aid, W. E. Dorrough, J D. 

:urnest. 
2. Documents and Order of Business, J. E. Dorrough, 

V. C. \\lilliam~. Babe Moort". 
3 On Literature, Sister Ml'\rthn Fulton, Bro. Alvie Daw· 

.ius, Hart i-; Bates. 
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4. On Sabbath Schools, Sister L. C. Honeycutt, Bro. W. 
H. Brigman' Ella Earnest. 

5. On Temperence, Bro. w. E. Patton, sister Georgie 
Dorrough, Bro. Carl Hallman. 

6. Deceasdd Members, Bro. Sam Roberts, Rev. J. J. 
Pinkleton, Bro, J. D. Earnest. 

7. On Finance, J W. Murray, J. J. Gur~anus, Mack Waid 
8 Preaching Committee reports Bro. J . W. Murray preach 

at 11 o'clock Sunday, T. M. Mullinax Communion service. 
Bro. Babe Moore Sunday evening, Rev, N. Wngnt, Alternate. 

MACK W AID, Chairman. 
After which the Association adjourned to meet Monday 
mornin~ at 9 o'clock. 

Sunday Service 
Sunday morning brought U'3 back to the house of the 

Lord. After several songs, prayer by Bro. H. 1-', P1ke, Rev. 
J. W. Murray brou~ht the Mes.:age-Scnptural le3son, 1st 
Chapter Psalms: Text 6 chapter, 7th verse. Rev. T. M. Mul­
linax followed taking the Sacriment and Washing Feet, af­
ter which we adjourned for about one hour for refresh­
ments 

We reassembled in the house and was entertained by the 
GuiJl Sprin~s siuging class. At 3 o'clock Rev. Babe Moore 
brought the Message Scripture Lesson, 2ud Peter, 2nd 
chapter, 4th verse. 

Monday Morning Session 
At 9 o'clock Monday morning, Sept, 22nd, the Associa­

tion met persuant to adjournment. song and prayer by C. 
S. Wilcut. 

1. Roll was called and a quorum was declared present. 
The Moderator declared the bvdy ready for business and 
the following was transacted. Saturday's work was read 
and approved. 

2, Call for report of committees which was handed in, 
read and adopted aud committees discharged as follows: 

Report of Committees 
1. Committee on Documents. 
We, yonr Committee on Documents and Order of Busi­

ness submit the following; We recommend that New Shady 
Grove church have the next session of this Association, and 
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that Rev. J, W. Murray preach the introductory sermon, Rev. 
T. M. Mullinax Alternate, We furtheL recommenrt that 
the Clerk superintend the printing of the Minutes and dis­
tribute them to the various <:b urches acc0rding to their 
contribution, and that he shall have five [$5.00] dollars fur 
his services. We recommend that churches be more liberal 
with their contributions to the Minute fuod. We also 
recommend that Rev . .T. W. Murray Evanl!elize the As:;ocia-
tion . 

J. E . Dorrough, Chairman. 
2. Committe on Literature. 
We, your committee on Literature report a s follows : 

We recommend the prayerful study of the Bible, for it is 
the book of all books and 1ts careful study will e nable lJS to 
Jive a righteous life and help us to teach sinners the way 
and that we suppJrt educ,1tion in every way that is ril!ht 
that we supply our children with Christian Literature to 
study in connection with the Bible. 

Conner Davis, Chairman. 
3. Sabbath School Committee 
We your l)ommittee on Sabbath Schools beg to report 

that we have lively Sabbath Schools at the following 
churches; Pleasant Ridge, Antioch, ~ulphur Springs, New 
Shady Grove, Gum Spring'>. Gum Springs has an average 
of 30. We wish for much better attendanc~ in the future 

Ella Earnest, Chairmau. 
4. Temperance Committee. 
We recommend that all our members be temperate in all 

things, also our preachers should live a consecrated life, 
thereby setting a pattern for their fl ock to follow and total­
ly ab>tain from all intoxicants and to be careful how we 
use the unruly member, the tongue, especially against the 
house of faith. 

Earl Hallman, Chairman. 
5, Dece11sed Members 
Since our last Associa tion, we find that the great reaper 

has thrust his sickle and reaped the followin~ members 
from Pleasant Ridge, Sister Nora Brown, age 63. from Anti· 
och, Bro. J . A. Burket age 80, trorn 0Jvis' Chapel Sister 
Margaret Duncan, Bro. J. T: H,ukie, S1sler Lizz1e Swinnie 
We pray God's blessings on the bereaved. 

J . D Earnest, Chairman 



6. Finance Committee. 
We find that we have $l6 00 on hand paid in by the 

varwus churches and we hdve collected $1 UG from New 
tlhady Grove, uwkiug a total of $17.96. 

t\lack Wade, Chairman. 

Resolutions. 
1st. That we believe in every effort for the spread of the 

j!ospel iu our churches. Hcsol ved, 
2nd that when Minist rs of other Orthodox Churches 

become members of our body, accept their ordination 
as we do thetr baptism. Examine t hem on the A1 ticles of 
FHith and give them credentials and let them~<'. 

3rd. That, we ur~e our churches to help upport our 
Evan~e'ists, and that we help our pastors to du all the 
evungtll~ tic wot k pOS'-lble. 

4th. That we offer Gum :Springs church, and C•Hnmunity, 
our thanks for the manner in wh1ch tht:V have cared for us 
dur1ng our stay with them. 

Rev. N. Wright, Chairman. 
This closing our hbur, a hymn was san~ and tile parting 

hand \HIS takt•n with love 1:111d uuiou . Closed v.ith pray~r 
by H P. Pike. The good ludie~ then spread a fi.1e dinuer 
a1 .d everybody feasted, afttor which r.lll•istrts and Dele­
gates dtpantd to meet with Shady Grovt• C11Ur<·lr, Sdturday, 
l.Jl"fore the Ttdrd t5Utl'1dY 111 SeiJtt'rnber, 1931. 

HEY. T. M. MULLINAX. Moderator. 
H. P. PIKE, Clerk. 

List of Ordained Ministers and Their 
Postoffices. 

Rev. J J. Uurganus, Cordova, Ala. 
" .J. \V ~lurray, Nauvoo, Ala. 

N V,'til!lit, Rl 1, Berry, Ala 
T. J\1 ~Jullu ax. Rt 2, CorollA, Ala. 
Rot.Jert Moncreuth, Emp1re, Ala, 

'' John Buzi.Jy, tipartenburg Ill, 
'' H C. Moore, Berrv. Alu. 
•· S. ~1, Ha<;mer, Rt 1, ~ .. ~yette, Ala . 

1 .. J Adatr, Cordovct, Ala . .. .. 
~ I JIIN, Corcmn, Ala. 



CHURCH COVENANT 
Having been brou~ht as we humbly trust by divine grace 

to embrace the Lord J esus Christ as our Savior and having 
obtained justification by faith in H1s name we, as nu•mbers 

of the Free Will BaptistChurch at _________________ _____ _ 

------- .... ____ , a~ree; 
Ist. To watch over each other in love. to pray for each 

other as members of a common faith ever striving to keep 
the unity of the spirit in bonds of peace. 

2nd. We will not speak evil, one of another, nor will we 
pro<:ecutt> or rxpose the f· ults of the weak membPrs of our 
chun·h, but we will endeavor to be gov~rned by Paul's in· 
struction to Timothy, that we will reprove, rebuke and ex­
hurt each other as members of o common brotherhood. 

3rd. WP are ::ommanded to do f,!ood unto nll men, Ps· 
pecially to those who 1:1re of tlu-! houst•hold of faith, but we 
~hould renwmber that our relatiouH to each other art> cicl'(·r 
~>nd the obligations mure hi11ding tr1an that uf a cnrlllllon 
bond of Christian c:u11 ity. In adoptiu!.( this covenatJt W(' 
become as .1 f,11nLy. and as;um l' in Chri;;tian sen•.! tht> cnre 
and rc-~pons bility thut the members of a fumily should feel 
for each other. 

4th, We will attend the stated meetm~s of our church 
tillless we are providentially hinden•d or uncontrollable cir­
cumstances prevent us. And we will contribute of our 
means as the L0r<l has prospered us for the support of our 
pash1r <llld other necessary expenses of our chu rch , and we 
will pre't>r the service of our own church to th ;t of any 
other, and will pray for our past )f white he is prr<.ching the 
Word to us. 

fit11. \\ c will not injure our influence in the house of the 
Lord by occupying seats among the un~odlv and sitHters, uut 
w1ll occupy s ·uts ncar the pulpit <tlld use the nut11ral power 
\1 l11clt t he Lord has ~!iv..r1 us to prai:-;e Ilis Iloly N',.tiW. We 
"'ill ~inl! with those wtJo ~ing, and pruy with tl.os~ who pray. 

Gth. We will n.tt bP t!Uilty of tlu, sin of Subbath IJn•<.k· 
ill~ y m· l>iut~ SUJ.day \bits to our mi!~iluo rs, \\ l11ril i-.; a 
dou l .' sin :::<!must tlH' law of G•1cl , ft•r iu ~o doiug v.e f.ril b 
atiC' l <.1 the house of the Lord aud hlllder otlwrs who mi;1ht 
wbl: to do so. Let us rt'membrr the law of Mo r:; wLith 
condt>mns ~aiJh[•th hreaki nJ Hnd the "'ortl of the i a~ pire,l 
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~\ t•o<;'lc which say~. "Forsake not the assrmuli·,g of vour­
se:\'t's t!l~ether a~ the maBnt•r of sorne is:• 

7th We v.illnot neglect the secru; nd p 1hl c prayers 
r.nd thos!;' of us \\ ho ure !wads< t farroilies will 'ilrlve to ded­
Icate (Jur household to the sarvi(•t• of God by tt·achin~ ou r 
l'1111l ro 11 the great neces. ity of ~he t' hri·.t ian rel1g;on as the 
onl}' hope of llaJ.ip •u·ss :Jftcr d •;\Ill. \\'e will adopt the 
coven 1nt of Jo-;hu 1, th., -;ervt'n of tne Lord. and say, ''But 
aS for me nod my house we w1ll st"rve the Lord., 

CONSTITUTION. 
Article 1. This Association !-.hall be kno •• n as the 

Morning Star Frer> Will Blpti.;t 1\ssociation of Alabama, 
be.np- composed of oelegates f om the ddfereut church s 
fomniug tile same, t uch church bl· ing en tit led L1 three del~­
g•H(•S. 

Art 2 This body ~hall be coui>idlr<'d an A• !\ :sory Cour.­
Cll, but L<~Yillg 110: utlrority O\ t•r the< lbirs of the Clll!TChfs. 

Art :3. Eal'h church in this association shall he cons!d­
ertd an Rdds,Jry body, and shall l''''J!rol Its own iutem.ll 
mT tlls in nwttt>l's of oielpline, t't(', It may, howt\ er, in ex· 
tremP ca~e~. cJll Hid rrom s1-;ter churchl's 

Ar I. 4. ,\II q•te~tlon:-; of doctrine r~nd matt, .. " of gentt 
al iutt rt·st sh; .I lit' ~·t' t t~t·d by a tw11 tlllrd:> vote uf the .\'s J· 

cwtiou. autl t:.c dt>t'btou slta!l bf' lh tl. 
Arr. 5. I!(' (meet" of til t' "-~~OCI 'Itio . l h·ul he a 1\..lurl­

erator, Clerk nnd Treasurer. who shull be d1csu1 at each 
H·ssiou by a m jo11r y of votes. 

Art 6. 'Jilt" Asstc·a ion ~:tall me•t a·utu Jdy, at such 
rinw m:d place as mav he a!!rn~d .Jt a prev1ous <liii1Ual ses­
!'iou, ;.~ml sltall nut ;,dj Htrn ti 1 .lly ur .ttl all bu~mess is 
tran~actt d. 

At!. 7. ( l.urchrs wislt ir q:., to lwcorne members of this 
A •soda! i!!ll m u ... t :tdltp: ib Art 1l'le of fai tn auJ coufurm to 
its u..;a~e~ . 

. \ rt. 8. \\" al.!rtl! <i" ch urd~t•s of this A lisOciation to 
use t,Ur ut st i: flu ·, ee~ lo pn•mote rht inten•,-ts of all mor· 
::.1 and bt'nev Jlt 11 t lfiSitt u twn~. sueit <.~s the tempcruuee 
cause. ~aDbath Sehools, mi~~i•.tt<Jry Wdrk, etc. 

Art. 9. ~ u IIH'tn IJt.r of tins As<oci!l tion shall be elgible 
to the office of \'c,cleralur tuorl• ihun two succt>s~ive sessions 
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unle·-;, 1~0 other ITI"'llhor h' r ''O'PtPnt to act in that c·1pac:it y. 

Art. 10 Any church f.dling 10 ~Pud rt•presenta tive'> 
for two yeHrs in Sl!C:Ct S>.lurr, its n,une :-.hcill l;e drop~td fro m 
Oil r Ill i llll(CS. 

RULES CF DECORUM 

Art. 1. This Associat i m shall bE' callt d to orde r by 
the \lodera tor who pre:.1ded ;,~t the la~t ~c.;sion, the former 
Clerk also officia ting un til the body i > Cully orgduizr•d. 

Art. 2. The Associ.tt ion shall be opened anti closed by 
~ingiug and pra}er. 

Art. 3. TheM derator and Clerk shi.lll be chosen by 
b!tl lot at each se~l>IO il of the Assr ciat •ott. A m ,jority uf 
votes by delegates present elecb. 

Art 4. The names of the dcl,~/.!ates from the diffprent 
chutches shall bt• enr )lteJ JHU e.lllcd for as ot'ten as neceH 
:;arv dunng the S <'S~>lllll . 

Art. 5. A uwjori ty o. dl!iegales shall rule iu all cn~es 
t·xc t• pt ia the r,·cep.ion of e:1ur ch..:s. theu i ~ shal l be utwnt-
111\HJS 

Art G The ;,Iod·•r,lt Jt' sh:,l l not b,• entitled to vote ex 
cept in c ise~ of a tw, cllld toen he shall gtvc t he dccit~iug 
VtHe, lie s'11il tw l'llt i•led to spr• 11< 011 all qu~.; l iJIIS aft1· r 
o\llt' s h sve sp >kl'n, provHll ng he appdmts ~ome ouc 
to the chair while he is speaki ng. 

Ar t. 7. Only one per~on ~h.d l spealt at a time and he 
shall rise and address the :\luderator, and after re:.:o;!nitioil 
b} the Moderator he shall proceed 

Art. 8. No brother sha ll be interrup•t>d whlle spenki u~ 
tllole~s he depart fru111 the subjed u nder uJseus~>ion or usc 
'' u ds of ;:>ersonul rdl ·ction. 

An. 9. Nu Pl'r..;on sh r1 ll hl' allowed to ~P' 1k m11rt> lhau 
t\\i~,·p o11 tl.e :>ullle suiJjl>, t withou t leave of 111 i\"~uci HHllt, 

not lllOft. than 15 tnlllu tes at a 'imE'. 

Art 10. No IIH'Illber ~ hall laugh or tllk whi!c> deb3tes 
a re ~o111 g uu. 

Art 11. No member shall ahsent him elf from the 
A~c;ocia tion withou t leuve uf the Moderutor. 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 
Article 1. We beliPVC there is one and but one living true 

God, who is in personality the Father, t;on and Holy Ghost, 
equal and harmonious in every divine prrfection. "For 
there is one God and one Meduuor bf'tween God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus. I Tim. 2 ;), 

Art. 2. We believe that God is the author of the Holy 
Bible, and th <J l its teachings const itu te the only infalible 
doctrine for t he governmrnt of His ch urch ''All Scnpture 
is given by in~pirat ion of God, aud is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.-­
II Tim. 3:16. 

Art. 3. We beheva that Adam was crrated holy but by 
voluntary tran sgressiOn fell into depravity, and consequent· 
ly mvolved his posterity in siu. "And when the wvman 
saw that tlw tree was good for food and pleasant to the eye, 
Hnd a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took the fruit 
thereof and d1d eat and gavP also unto ller husband with 
her , and he d1d eat.' '-Gen. :~:6. 

Art. 1 "c 1>e1Jt ve that the ~raee of God Cllmpreht>ndt·d 
all spiritual bles,ings. that th e gospel is the pJwer of God 
unto sal vation, that th ll >ly Spirit not onl~ repcoves the 
world of sw, but 1s the nwans wllertb}' Slnnu, art co;.vertt d 
and made wise unto salv ation 'Fur there IS no difference 
between the .Jew and the Greek, for the ::.ame Lord ovt r all 
is rich unto all that call upoa H1m."-Romans 10:12 

Art. 5. Vv e bdieve thut Christi<t11 fanh 1s belid 111 Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God and Redeemer of the world, and 111 
the OI VI nity of the holy scr1ptun·s t hat f .. Hlh curnes by h~ar ­
w g, and hearing by the word of G1Jd "u~ 1 hat l>··hey eth on 
!he Son hath everlasting Jif,..,, and he tlwt bl'iievclh uot 0 11 

the Hun shall not s<:!e li fe , t>ut the wratl: of God abideth on 
lum.' -John G.:J6 

Art 6 \ve lwlu·ve that rt·pPIItanee is sorrow for sin. 
and the kind •·I ~·>rr 1w w'tich ~o•tsl!tutes godly repentance 
mu~t lJL• pn•celdu1 by effectual curlv lct ion for Sill. "Fur 
Codly sorrow 1'/Lrkt• h rcpeutur.c to s ... llvatiOll not tu Le re­
I•Cnted uf, bur t:.<! o..o>row of the 1 orlu worker.h d~ilth.' '­
II Cor. 7:81;10. 

Art. 7. \\ c hdi..:>\ e tiiHt tht• hnlll'lll v..ill is fr 'l', and thbt 
it lie.., u:Jilit:t to aecept t r rt-j,' t tile l't-IIJttlun- 01 salv:lilon 
as they <H'~ revealed ill the holy ~cripturrs. ''llt 11 .. th shuwu 
thee. oh man, 1~hat is goud,und "'hat dotb the Lord ltQ ure 
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of thee but to do justly and to love mercy and to walk hum­
bly with thy God."-Michael 6:8. 

Art.8. We do not believe under the gosp I dispensation 
that any soul is elected to etenwl life uneoJ;ditionnllv. but 
that those who by faith persevere to the end will b~ :::aved; 
t hat is possible for men who have been converted to make 
shipwrecks of their faith, turn aguin to sin, and be finally 
lost. ''A.nd Jesus said unto him no man having put his hand 
to the plow looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God '' ­
Luke 9;62. 

Art. 9. We believe that good works is the result of faith 
and that those who have faith will do works of right<>ous· 
ness. while those who have no faith cunnot do anyti1ing 
pleasing or acceptable to God. '·Every tree th 1t brirH!Pth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down and ca:-;t into the fire." -
Matthew 7;16. 

Art. 10. We believe that Christian baptism is the emmer 
sion in water of a believer in the names of the Father. Son 
and Holy Ghost; tbat baptism cannot be scripturally admin­
istered without faith in the suhject who recerves it. "There­
fore, we are buried with Him in baptism into death that like 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Fath­
er, even so we also should walk in the newne:.s of life,"­
Roman 6:4. 

Art. 11. We believe the Lord's Snpper was instituted by 
our Savior as a commemorative ordinance, that the bread 
and wine represent His body and blood; that it was institu­
ted for Christmas, and that all Christians should unite in 
observing the sacred service, regardless of the names or 
denominational dh.tinction. "But let a man examine him­
self, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 
For he that eateth and drinketh unworthy, eateth and drink­
eth damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body." 
-1 Cor. 11;12-29. 

We believe it is the duty of the diciples of Jesus Christ to 
wash each other's fee+, "lf I then your Lord and Master 
have washed your feet. ye also ought to wash one anoth­
er's feet."- John 13:14. 

Art. 12. We believe that man is a living soul; that the 
body will die, but the soul is immortal; that death is the 
separation or the mortal or immortal parts of human beings. 
''And the Lord God formed man of Lhe dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrals the breath of life, and man 
became a living soul.'' Gen. 2:7. 
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Art. 13. We believe in the resurrection of the dead· 
When the resurrectiou shall take place the soul and body 
wi!l reunite and form an immortal being; that the righteous 
will be received into a state of everlasting happiness to 
reign with God forever and ever, but the wicked will be bound 
hand an~ foot aud cast imo outer darkness . The wicked 
are driveu awa~ iu their WJckedness. but the righteous 
have hope in their death. ·Marvel uot ~:~t this for the hour 
is commg m which ull that are iu the grave shall hear His 
voice, and shall come forth, they that have doue evil unto 
the resurrection of damnatian."- John 5:23-29. 






