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OFFICIALS · 

• . 
H. G. CRUSE _______ ·_...,. ___________________ Bell, Fla. . 
HERMAN A. GRUBBS, Clerk _______ ~Dade City, Fla .. . I 

' 
• 

W. R DORMAN, Treasurer ________ . ______ Perry, Fla./ 
• 

- ' EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

. A. B. LE'E---------...,.----~------..: _________ Bell, .Fla. · 
'ALiBE1RT HARTSFIELD __________ Tallahassee, Fla. 
W. H. EVANS, Chairman ____________ :...._:.......,. __ Bell, Fla. ' 

H. A. TOUCHTON _·_~..c. _________ :.... ______ Perry, Fla. 
J. T. DIXON, SR. -------------'----------Perry, Fla.-. . 

G. A. McKNIGHT ________ , ___ ..., _____ :..Live Oak,. Fla. 
' 

ORDAINING COUNCIL 

J. F. GUIN)N, Chairman --~----'-----Plant City, Fla. 
' J. W. GRIFFIN _________ - ·--'·--·-'-----------'Perry, Fla. · 

. . ' ' 

J. H. CRUCE ____________________________ Bell, Fla. _ 
J. A. BRUMLEY __________________ Tallahassee, Fla. 
H .. G.· CRUSE--------------~---------;__Perry, Fla. 
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' ORDER OF BUSINESS 
• 

• 

1. This body shall ,open after each adjournment with 
• 

. prayer- , 

2 .. -·CaU for letters, read and enroll names ofdelegates 
. ' 

·and ministers present. 
' 

3.-Call for Petitiomiry letters. 
. ·. . 

4.-0n election years, elect Clerk, Treas.urer, Modera-

• 

. tor, etC· 

5.-.Invite visiting Brethren to seats with us. 

6. · Call for Corresponding ·Messengers. 

7. Appoint Committ.;;es as follows: On Preaching, 
Temperance, Finance, Nominations, Education, 

· · . and Sunday School, Obituaries-
' 

8 .Unfinished business. 

9 .. -.Miscellaneaus b'usiness. 

10. Executive and appointed 

11. Treasurer and Ordaining 

committee Reports­

Co'uncil Reports. 
• 

• 

' 
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PROCEEDINGS ' .. 
. ' 

Of the Forty-first Annual Session of the North Florida Free 
Will Baptist Conference which met with Midway Church, October 

. 9, 1942. 

INTRODUCTORY 

By Rev. J. W. Griffin. Lesson: Romans 8. Song:·When We Walk 
the Streets of Gold. Song, The Unclouded D~y. Prayer by Clerk.· 

.·Song, I WouldNdt Be Denied. Song, This World Is Not My Home .. 
Prayer by R. W. Wilson. Dismissed for dinner at one o'clock. . . 

CONFERENCE OPENED . 

At 3 o'clock by Moderator.· Song, Oh, Those Tombs. Prayer by 
Moderator. Song, An Empty Mansion. Clerk reads Rule of Order 
·to Conference. Letters called for and· churches responded as fol-
. lows: . . - · · · 

St. Johns: .. Delegates, .Bros .. J. D. Clark, C. M- Murphy, C- H· 
Sayers. . . . 

Mt. Carmel: Delegates, Bro. W. J .. Grubbs and Sister Nina· Bell 
Grubbs. 
· Pierce Chapel: Delegates, Mattie C. Cruce and Floyd Thomas. 

Knights Chapel: Not represellited. • 
Lake Bradford: Delegates, J. A. Brumley. 

· ·Midway: Delegates, Sisters Johnnie Dixon and Lorelea Gran­
tham and Bro. J. T. Dixon, Sr .. · 

Moved and ,carried letters be accepted and Delegates enrolled. 
Carried that Lake Bradford be· entered. in min1utes on report·, of 
'Brother J. A. Brumley. Call for Petitionary Letters; no response. 
Invite visiting Brethren to seats; no response .. Call for corres-
ponding messengers;. no response. · · · . 
· Moved and carried Moderator appoint various commiittees. The 
Preaching Committee reports that Brother z. T. Thomas is ItO con-
duct Friday night services. . . 

. Unfinished Business: Money for . Special. Contributioi1, Pierce 
Chapel, $1.00. Ten minutes intermission. Called to order by the 
Moderator. Song, When We Walk the Streets of Gold. Conference 
accepts committee appointments. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
' 

Moved and carried Moderaitor prepare a form letter to ·be dis-
!tributed to the church clerks. Carried that the matter of renew,!:! I 
of minister's certificates be settled at 11 o'clock Saturday morn­
ing. Carried Conference be adjourned. until 10:30 .o'clock Satur-
day morning. , · 

' • 

.. ··· :· 
• 

' 
' . ' 
' 

. I . 
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FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE 

By Rev. Z. T. Thomas. Song, If I Could Hear My Mother Pray· 
Again. Prayer by Brother R. W: Wilson. Lesson, Sowing Seeds of 
Influence. Song, Sweet Bye and Bye. Song, Watching You .. Dis-

.. missed through prayer. · . · . 

; 

v • 

. . SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

Called to order by Moderator. Song, When They Ring .the Gold­
en Bells. Prayer by Brother J. F. Guinn. Scripture reading by the 
Clerk in Matthew 6:1-4. · 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
• 

' 

Moved and carried this body furnish printted . forms of Ordina-
. tion Certification to the Ordaining Council for use in the future. 
Oarried~that 200 copies of the minutes be printed. • Carried the 
Clerk be given .$7.00 for services. Carried we adjourn ·until after- · 
noon. 

' ' ' 

ELEVEN· O'CLOCK SERVICES 
.· . . \ . . . 

By Rev. J. F. Guinn and B. W. Carlton; song, In the Morning of 
Joy; prayer by J. W. Griffin . .Lesson: Isaiah 3:16. Song, Beautiful 
Star of Bethlehem. Prayer by Brother R. W. Wilson. Song, Twi-
light is Falling. Dismissed through prayer. · 

EVENING SESSION · ( 

• • ' . . 
Called to order by Moderator at 3:40 o'clock. Song, Shake My 

Mother's Hand. Prayer by Brother John Courtney. Carried the 
lay-pastors stand as last year: Brothers H. G. Cr•use and J. F: 
Guinn. Carried the same Ordaining Council be retained. . . 

The Executive Committee elected as follows: B. M. Brown, Bell; 
Albert Hartsfield, W. H. Evans, H. A. To•uchton, J. T. Dixon, Sr. 
and Ralph McKnight. Carried the· Clerk prepare a card of thanks 
to the Midway Church. Carried the Clerk wriJte a letter to the 
Union AssoCiation in Georgia. Reports of all committees read. and 
approved. Carried the parting hand be taken after we adjourn 
Conference. Min'utes read and approved. Moved and carried/ we 
adjourn to meet with Mt. Carmel Church at 11 o'clock on Friday 
before the second Sunday in October, 1943. · 

Prayer by Moci·erator. Parting hand is taken while members of 
Conference and visiting friends si.ng "God Be With You." 

) 
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SATURDAY ·NIGHT AND SUNDAY SERVICES. 
' . 

A large crowd attended the Saturday· night services conducted 
by Rev. J. A. Brumley and H. G. Cruse and the Sunday service by 

· · Rev. R .. W. Wilson. 

CARD OF THANKS 

. To. the brethren, sisters and friends of Midway Church, for the 
greatest kindness and Godly love that was shown us. We cannot 
write in this small space the · appreciation we feel. May God's 
blessings rest and abide with you forever. 

NORTH FLORIDA FREE WILL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION· 
Herman Grubbs,.· Clerk. 

REPORTS OF COMIVIITTEES · 

Ordaining Council··· Brethren, we have ha'd no b'usiness this year . 
. ·. · · J. F. GUINN, Chairman . 

• 

Evecutive Committee We have had no business since last ses~ . 
• 

SIOn. • . ' . 

I 
W. H. EVANS, Chairman 

' • • 

. Temperance ·We your committee find that we should betem~' 
pemte in all things, especially in conversation and. all our work . 
for the betterment of our influence over our associates. · · 

Z. T, THOMAS, Chairman 
. 

Finance St. Johns, $7.50; Midway, $3.00; Mt. Carine!, $8.00; 
Pierce Chapel, $5:00; Lake Bra'dford, $1.00; Total sent in $24.50. ' . 

. MATTIE C. CRUSE, Chairman . 

. . . 
• 

Obituaries Brethren, the Lord has seen fit to take from our 
midst Sisters Florence O'Steen, Lillie 'Smith, Jane Williams· and 
Brother Odell Stephens.· · · 

MATTIE C. CRUSE, Chairman 
• • 

• 
• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. ' 

• 

' :; 
I 

. ,, 
:. i ,, I 
I ' 
"I " 
! I I' • . ,. ' 
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'· 
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TREASURER'S HE-PORT. 
' 

Balance in' Treas·ury October 10, 1941 ___________ :_ _ _:_ ____ :__$1.00 
Received from Conference October 10, 1941 ____ _:_ ______ -:-__ 37.30 
Paid for Minutes . ---------·----------·-·--------$20.00 
Paid Clerk ___ _:_ ____ _: ______________________ .,..___ 7.00 · 
Total Paid Out ____ , _____________ ..:. ____________ 27.00 

Balance iii 'Treasury October 9, 1942 --------------------$10.30 
' 

W. R. DORMAN, Chairman 

H. G. CRUSE, Moderator 

• HERMAN A. GRUBBS, Clerk. 

• 

MINISTERS AND ADDRESSES 
' ' 

J. A. BRUMLEY; General Delivery __ .:_ _____________ Tallahassee 
. B. W. CARLTON---------,-------· _____________ Summerdale, Ala. 
· J. H. CRUCE ------------------------------------------Perry 
J. W. GRIFFIN ---------~-----------------------------Perry 
.J. F. GUINN, Route 2 ____________ - _____ ..:._ ____________ Plant City 
. lVI. B. HARRIS ____________________________________ :._ __ ~Baldwin 
DEWEY JONES ----------------·--'--. ________ Springfield, Ohio 

. Z. T. THOMAS _· ----------------. ------------,-------Demory Hili 
W. J. WILLIAMS, Route 5 __ :_ _______________________ Live Oak 

· R. W. WILSON, Ro'ute 2 _________________________ .:... ____ Perry 
H. G. CRUSE, Route 1, Box 55 _____________________ · _______ Bell 

. ' ' 

I 

LICENSED MINISTERS 

HERMAN A. GRUBBS __ · ___ _: _____________ :_ ________ Dade City 
J. G. MATHIS ____ ..: _____ . ____________ _: ________ ~ _________ Perry 

• 

• 

• 
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' ' CHURCH COVENANT 

9 

Having been brought, as we the nurture and admonition of 
' . . 

believe, by divine grace to accept the Lord; that in all things we · · · 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Sa- ·will strive to exemplify our pro­
vior and Preserver we do now f~ssion by a c?rresponding :r_:>rac-

. . . ' . · . bee, to abstam from all . smful 
solemnly and JOyfully coyenant conformity to the world, to . be 
and agree! by God's help, to walk just in our dealings, faithful in · 
together m brotherly love. o'ur engagements and exemplary 

We, therefore, enter into cov- in all our departments; that we 
enant as members oflthis church will abstain froni the use and 
and as Christians, that we will sale of intoxicating· liquors as a . 
watch over each other in love, beverage; that we will sustain 
sharing together· each other's the worship, ordinances, discip­
joys and sorrows; that we will line and doctrine of this Church; 

. not forsake the assembling of that we will contribute cheerf'Ul-. 
ourselves together, nor omit the ly, according to. our ability, to 
great duty of prayer for oursel- the support of the ministry, the 
ves and others; 1that by divine as- expenses of the Church, the· re- · 

· sistance we will endeavor to lief of the poor, and the. general 
bring up those under tour care in spread of the Gospel. · 

• 

. 

· RULES OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE 

Revised and Amended • 
• 

The rules for the government • cal and · tempnra·ry regulations · 
of the · Church of God are con- a·s may sec'ure obedience to the 
tained in the Holy Script'ures. perfect laws by which they are 
But as many of them appear to governed. . 
be comprehended in general di- The Church, therefore, of Je~ 
rections,. it is necessary for the sus Christ being of the Free wm 
better regulations of the Church Baptist order, do covenant and 

. that certain fixed rules and prin- agree that four times a year ( ev­
. ciples of practice should be ery three months) to assemble 
adopted; provided those rules are for the purpose of holding a god­
in accordance with the Scrip- ly conference, the members be-· 
tlures of truth, for it is manifest ing all present with convenience, 
that . every religious society or then and there the business of 
community should make such lo- the ch1urch should be done .. 

' . 

' I 
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PRACTICES 
The Organization of a Church 

1. Wlien any number ·of be- • this discipline is adopted. A pray­
lievers desire to be organized in- er of consecration is offered the 
to a Free Will _Baptist Church, hand of fellowship is given, then 
they are exammed by one or officers are. elected. 
more reg~ular Free Will ·Baptist · 2. · There shall be male mem­
min~st~rs in. reference to ~heir bers enough to fill the public of-. 
Chnstian character, doctrmes, fices of the Church in order that 
and ability to sustain a Church. a regular disciplin~ may be kept 
If the examination· is satisfac- up. · 
tory the applicants are organiz- , 3. After being thus constitut­
e~ into. a church as follows: T~e ed, they shall be at liberty out 
Bible 1s . ~resented . as !he on1y •of the number of regrularly . or­
r':lle of fmth and practice. T~e I dained ministers to choose a pas­
Churcq Covenant record.ed In. tor who shall preside over them. 

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES. · 
. 

The officers of a:chur.ch are a TREASURER The treasurer 
board of. trustees, clerk, treasur- shall be entrusted with the funds 
er, . deacons and deaconesses, fi- of the church, and it shall be his 
nance ·committee, ruling elders, duty· to keep a regular account 
and pastors. · of ·all the mopey received, and. 
· · BOARU OF TRUSTEES The from whom, and. make report of 

· 'd1uty of the trustees shall be to the same annually to the church, 
hold· title to all property, either or oftener if necessary, which 
in fee or gift, and to maintain :fiunds shall be drawn tJn the 

.. all rights to same, to convey said treasurer only by •order of Con­
. property in the discretion of a ference. 

four-fifths majority of those DEACONS The deacons ar? 
present· at a · r~gular quarterly elected for life or during good· 
meeting,·· being previously·· an- behavior. They should· be men 
nounced at said church three distinguished among their breth­
months prior· to said meeting. ren for piety and benevolence. 

CLERK It is the duty of the Before entering upon the drutics 
clerk to keep a church book and of their office they are ordained 
in it record. the· Church Coven- by the pastor or other regular 
ant, the names of the members, ministers. Ordination consisting 
and all the proceedings of the ,,f charge, laying on ·of hands 
Church, in the . exercise of its and prayer.. It is their duty to· 
discipline and management of its serve at the Lord's table, to dis- .• · 
temporal affairs. He also· signs tribute to the bounty of · the 
all letters and other communica~ Church .. among, its ·needy mem-· 
Uons made by authority of the hers, to ,visit the sick, to. assist 
church. pastor in promoting order in at-· 

' 

. . 

. ' 

• • 
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tendance upon ·the means of 'information of any matter. re-, 

grace, to see that an efficient specting rcontroversy between 
· ·scriptural discipline :be enforced their brethren, should they find 

in the Church, and to conduct re~ a fraud intended they shall be at 
ligious · meetings in the· absence liberty to give the injured party 
of the pastor.· · ·. right of common law, and make 

·DEACONESSES They assist report thereof to the next .Con­
the deacon and finance commit- ference, at which time the of­
tee . in visiting the sick, in. col- fending party may be set aside. 
lecting . funds and distributing. from the Communion until the 

- f ' I ., 

among the needy members, and controversy is settled. 
enforcin;g proper discipline . a- 3.· If any· member shall fly 
mong the female members. · from the judgment of the elders, · 

FINANCE COMMITTEE has it ·shall . be open excommunica- . 
the general management of- the tion and it shall 'be the duty of 
finance of the Church, subject the pastor to mak~ known such 
to the Church's control. excommunication by declaration 

RULING ELDERS The bus- of the same before the church. • • 

. iness of th~ ·ruling. elders, after 4. If unable to settle same it . · 
·their qualifications, shall be to shall be returned to the Church 
. settle controverted points be.. for final disposition. . 
tween their brethren,ifthey are Pastor Each. Chur:ch elects 
informed of al1y such business, it.s own pastor out of the reg"u­
then they shall issue their order· larly ordained ministers, upon 
and appoint a time and place to such. terms as may be agreed up- · 

· . meet the parties, and it shall be on between the parties themsel-
. legal for them to take s'uch testi- ves. It is the pastor's duty faith­
monies, both in and out of the fully to preach the Word, to have 
church, as shall to them seem the general superintendence of 
just and as shall enable them to the Church, to be himself an ex- . 
pass a true and right judgment. ample to the flock, to visit the 

·· They shall be qualified for this members, especially the sick, as 
office iri. like manner as the dea- he has opportunity, and to do all 
cons are, and shall serve the within his power to promote the 
Church according to their · ap- religious interest of the church 
pointment. which he serves, and to advance · 

. 2. When ·the . elders have f,ull the ca•use of Christ among men .. · 

. .. 
GOVERNMEN'l' 

• 

, . . Reception of Members 
· Any person who gives evidence; per administrator, Church cov'=­

or a change of. heart, professes nant. read, explained and accept­
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, ed, is received to membership by · · 

·and has been immersed :by a pro- a vote of the Church .. 

• 

• 

. . 
• 

I i 
• 

! 

• 

• i 
• 
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From other churches immers- applicant may be received. Ex­
ed persons are received by letter. eluded members are received a­
No one against whom any valid gain only when they confess 

their errors and give evidence of 
o'bjedion is made is received to repentance.·. Persons excluded 
membership. When any member from other churches are not re­
objects to the reception of an ceived, unless it be made evident 
applicant, the matter is deferred that they were excluded upon un- · 
until the Church can ascertain justifiable gmunds. The hand of 
the nature of the objection. If, fellowship is extended to all who 
in the opinion of the Church, the are received into membership of 
objection is not a valid one, ,the the Church. · · 

I ·. DISMISSION OF .:J\'IEMBERS 

Only members in good stand· are under the watchcar~ of the 
ing · are dismissed from .the same. church until they are re­
church and these ·for no other ceived into some other. A with-

• 

reason than to unite with some drawai with01ut such letter of 
other church. S.uch members re- commendation is equivalent to 
ceive letters . of honorable . dis· excommunica1tion, and treated as 
mission and commendation, but such by the church. · 

' 

. PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLINE 
• 

. 1. Offenses. that may require elders and the matter settled pri­
the exercise of discipline are vately if .possible. No such case. 
either private or public. Private is allowed to come before · the 
are such as a.re from ttheir na- Church except · as directed in 
ture known to very few persons; Matthew 18: 15-17. 

. I . - . 

public offenses include all others: . When. two or more members 
In the case of private individual 'are openly at variance, or when 
transgressions the offender .·is a: member is walking in a disord; 
admonished. privately by ruling erly manner by general report, 
elders and if satisfaotion is giv- the Church,· through a commit-· 
en the case is carried no 'fmther, tee or otherwise, calls 'the off en-

• 

. but if satisfaction is not given, der or· offenders to account, and 
the case is ·reported ·'to the in. th~. presence of such offend­
Church for final action. In casP. ers, unless they refuse to be pre-· . 
of private ·grievance. in which sent, then ·in their absence 1he 
two or more members are con- church examines into the nature 
cerned, 'the· aggrieving and ag- of the offense or the character 
grieved patrties should be of 1he general repo~ts; ·if the 

' brought together 'by the ruling parties are found guilty and do 

• 

. . 
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not give satisfactory evidence til further satisfaction shall be· 
• • 

of pentence, after a suitable dis- given. • 

cipline, •they are excluded from 3. If· any member shall be 
the church. found frequenting the race 

If a member habitually ab- ground, the ball room, the card 
sents himself from the meetings table, shooting matches or any 
of the· church, refuses to bear place of disorder without lawful · · 
his proportionate pa11t of. the business, such member may be 

. church expenses, or casts his inc censrured by the church,· and in 
fluence against the church, he is such case. said member ·. shall 
admonished by the ruling. elders. make" :the church satsifaction or 
and if he still persists, his case be dealt with as the Conference 
is brought before 1the ~hurch as may think proper. 
one for discipline. . 4. No :testimony shall be taken . 
. 2. If any member by disorder- out of the socie:ty against mem­

ly walk shall be liable to excom- hers in the society, only in con­
. n:rL'nication, yet no church s·hall troverted . points .. · 
be at liberty in the absence of 5. If any member shall absent 
their pastor to declare an unfel- himself from the church on the · 

.lowship wi:bh any member; yet days of Conference, or times of 
• by the church they may be set Communion, he shall be liable to 

•. aside from the Communion un-: the censure of the Church . 

• • 

.. 
I 

MEETINGS OF THE· CHURCH · • 

· Each Church meets· as .. of•ten ·Feet washing follows the Lord's 
as practicable for the, :public ·Supper. Conference or business 
worship of God.· The. 'times· of m~eting~ are opened· _and closed . 
· 1 ·b t" · th ·· L. d' S r with smtable devotiOnal e:xer-
ce e ~a IOng e or s u~pe ' cises. The pastor acts as madera-

. wash.mg . feet, and of busmess tor of the business meetings of 
meetmgs are arranged by each the Church. In the absence of 
loca_l Church •to suit its own con- the pastor the Church may meet 
vemence. when necessary and attend to 

·Generally these meetings are ordinary Church business, butno 
monthly or quarterly, business member is excluded in the ab­
meetings preceding tqe Lord's sence of the pastor. All business 
Supper. Each .Church is requir- meetings are conducted accord-

. . ·- ~ . . -

ed to observe . the ordinances. , ing to. certain rules of order . 

• 

\ 

• 

! . 

: 

• 
• 

\ 
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THE MINISTRY 

. 1. No member of our connec- charge, the hand of fellowship, 
tion shall be at liberty to take and a sermon. Among his breth­
tipon himeslf the public ministry ren he bears the title of elder. -
· · · 4. When a minister of another 

·, of the Word 'Unless he feels di- denomination desires to unite 
. vinely cailed,and make report of with the original Free Will Bap­

the same to the Church, and if tist, he first becomes a member · 
the. Church shall be satisfied of· some Free Will Baptist. 
with qualifications and call ·of Church, then, in his case, the 
such person they may grant, him proceedings are the same as 

. license to preach the . Gospel, those in ordaining a licentiate. 
· signed· by the pastor ·and clerk. 5. The minister or elder, for 

But if the Church should doubt disorder or transgression, sha11 
· ·. the qualifications of such per- be dealt with by the Church 

sons to preach the Gospel, then where his name is. enrolled, or 
.'she 'ma:y grant him liberty to by any Church .over which he · 

exercise his gifts by exhortation, presides as pastor. And it shall 
each for twelve months. be the duty of the Church to call 
. 2. ·After which, if· either ot to its assi~tance two or more eld-

those persons . (licentiate or the ers, at least one to be a member 
exhorter) is found useful, . the of the ordaining council and ap- . 
Church may' recommend said point three of her own members 
•person to the Ordaining Council, who, with two of the elders, shall 

1 
consisting of either three or five form a committee for the pur­

, members, appointed or elected pose of trying the offenders and 
by each Conference, said recom- if satisfaction is given by the 
mendationshall be signed by the delinquent, the committee may 
pastor and . clerk of the Chrurch rP8tore him to fellowship . and 
vvhere the applicant holds mem- office, but if sufficient satisfac-

. bership. . tion is not given the committee 
3. It shall be the duty of said shalL silence the offender until 

council to . examine such appli~ the next General Conference, 
cants as may come before them and they shall· report the case . 
for ordina'tion on the principles wi.th all the attending circum­
and doctrines of the Bible and stances to the· General Confer­
practices of the original · Free ecne, and the Conference shall 

• Will Baptist Church as· set forth appoint ·a committee of. five or 
in this discipline, and his ability. more members belonging to their 
If he is found' worthy, said coun- body, and a final decision shall 
cil shall furnish him with a cer- be made. , 
tlficate of ordination, after they · 6. The Church against a min- . 
have ordained him by· fasting, ister or elder, shall not receive 
·laying on of hands, prayer, a an accusation but at the mouth 

' 

' 

.. 

' . 
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of two or three witnesses .. -Mat- any time to call a private. con-
• 

thew 18:16. ference, and the Church in con-
' 

7. No pastor having the care 
of any Church or Churches may 
. withdraw from them, neither 
the Church withdraw from their 
pastor, without sufficient cause, 
tried by the Church in general. 

8. The pastor shall have liber-, 
ty to commend any member un-
der his care at any time but in 
the time of Conference, and shall 
have the right also to cite any 

• 

member or members, to the hext 
Conference, when the offense is 
committed between Conferences. 

ference may appoint a •Commit­
tee, if the nature of the case 

' . 
shall require it, and they shall 
proceed as in all other cases and 
conferences. 

10. Any regularly ordained 
minister of the original Free Will· 
Baptistshall serve in the Church 
in the absence of the pastor, in 
every ·gospel order. required of 
him by the Church. . ' ' 

11. Elders, rp.inisters and 
preachers shall be · considered 
members, and their names con­
tinue with· the Church where 

• 

· 9~ ·The pastor of a Church 
' 

Churches shall have power 
or they first became members, •un- . 
at. til regularly dismissed . 

• 
' 
• 

' 

• 

. INDEPENDENCE OF CHURCHES .. 
' 

Each local Church is a distinct 
and independent organization, 
with full authority to manage its 

I 

own internal affairs; elect its 
. officers, receive, dismiss, discip­
line and exclude members. But 
this principle ·of the independ­

. ence of ea·ch Church is not held 
. as a law of isolation; on the con­
trary, Churches conveniently sit-
uated associate and co-operate in 

· all things which tend to advance 
the common cause. Councils are, 

therefore, called in theorganiza-- · 
tion of. a Church and the settle­
ment of serious difficulties. On 
the same principle. the· Churches 
meet by delegation in the annual 
conferences, etc. The annual con7 
ference being the· highest. tribu­
nal, shall have final jtudgment 
over the local churches. This dis­
cipline can be changed or amend­
ed by a four-fifths vote of the 
members present at all the con· 
ferences in their· regular ses· 

' • swns. 

\ 

• 
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CONSTITUTION 
• 

Article 1. This shall be the treasurer, corresponding and re-
Constitution of the Conferences cording secretary, who shall be 
of the original Free Will Baptist elected for a term of two years, 
Church of North Carolina, viz: and said election to take place 
Cape Fear, Western, Central and one year prior to their entering 
Eastern, or. others that may upon the duties of said office. 
adopt this discipline. Article 6. This Conference may · 

Article 2. The object of the at each regular· meeting, elect 
Annual· Conference shall be to as many boards or standing com-

promote· Christ's Kingdom a- ~~:;~~ga~,ur;f[s·~~n~~~~:~~~u~~ 
mong men by means in strict 
conformity to the Holy Scrip- poses. These shall keep a recor J 
tJ of their proceedings and make a 
ures.. report at each regular meeting 

Article 3. These Confeve~c.es of the Conference . 
.. shall be composed of the mm1s- Article 7. Any Church desiring 
ters who :;tre members of church- to become a member of this 
es bel'ongmg to the body, and of body shall present her petition 
delegates from. these. churches, at a regular session of the con­
each church bemg entitled to as ference, through delegates ap-. 
many. delegat.es as each confer- pointed for that purpose. If she 
ence shall thmk. proper. be received, the moderator shall 

Article 4. The delegates from extend to her delegates the hand 
each Church shall bear to the of ·fellowship. 
Conference a letter certifying Article 8. The Conference may 
their appointment, showing the extend ·to · visiting brethren a:l 
condition and statistics of· the the privileges of the body, save 
Church and giving a statement that of voting .. · 

· of all funds raised· dturing · the Article 9. This Constitution 
year for denominational or other may be ·amended at any regular 
benevolent purposes. session by vote of four-fifths of 
· Article 5: The officers of this the members present of the Con­

booy shall be a moderator, . a ference in session . 
. .. 

' BY-LAWS . 
Article 1. A general conference Article 4. No member of the 

shall . be annually held. general conference. shall be at 
· Article 2. Every elder, minis- liberty to withdraw · without · 

ter and preacher, in good stand- leave of the moderator. 
ing and delegate shall attend. Article 5. The conference .shall 

Article 3. If any member, in always adjourn by vote. 
the judgment of the conference ·Article 6. There shan· annual- ' 
shall show anger in his discus- ly be a committee of ·finance 

• • 

sion on any s'ubject, he shall for-,chosen to settle with the treas-
feit his seat in that conference. urer and report to conference . 

• 

• 

' 
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Article 7. The officers and 
standing committees shall be en~ 
titled to seats in the annual con~ 
ference .. 

Article 8. No elder, minister, 
. preacher· or delegate shall, dur­
ing the sitting ·of the general 
Conference, .be at liberty to fill 
any place, as to preaching or 

l'i 

' . 

hearing at the stage, only as lib-
erty shall be granted by the con-
ference. · . · · 

Article 9. Conference shalf ai­
ways open and addourn by pray-· 
er and praise to God . 

Article 10. The minutes of the 
• 

conference shall be signed by the . 
moderator and clerk. .. -

RULES OF ORDER 
• 

Motions void all personality or unkind. 
A motion must be made by one and disrespectful language. 

member, seconded by another, When two or more members 
and afterwards · stated by the rise to speak at the same time, 

·.Moderator, before it is debated; the Moderator shall· decide who 
A motion shall be reduced ·to is· entitled to the floor. · 
writing by the mover at the de- While a member is ·speaking . 

. mand of any one member. · no one shall interrrupt him ex- . 
All resolutions shall be suh cept to call him to order, ask 

mitted in writing. leave to explain, or make expla-
. A motion or resolution may be nation. 

withdrawn at any time before a .· The one ·allowed to explain 
decision or·. amendment by· the shall confine himself strictly . to 
conference. an actual misunderstanding of 

Any motion or resolution con- language which mq,y need expla­
taining more than. one distinct nation. If the speaker yields the 
proposition shall be' divided, pro- floor to another he cannot claim 
vided the call for· a division· be it again. . 
sustained by a majority. No member shall speak more 

No· motion to amend shall be than twice· or longer than fifteen 
in order beyond a motion to . a- minutes at each time, on any 

· mend an amendment. 7 question without .leave of the 
· . No amendment relating to a Conference, which leave shall be 
different subject shall be in or- granted without debate. . 
der. ... All conversation, by whisper-

A motion lost shall not be re- ing or otherwise, which is-calcu­
corded except so ordered at the lated to. disturb. the speaker or 
time. hinder the. transaction of busi-

Speaking . . ness and passing between· the 
-When a member speaks or of- speaker and the chair, shall be 

fers a motion he shall rise an'l out of order. 
· respect:fiu1ly address . the Moder- Committees ·. 
a tor, confine himself to the ques- Committees shall be nominat-
tion under consideration, and· a- ed by Conference (no member . 
• 
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being allowed to nominate more 
than one on the same Commit­
tee}',. and the ·nomination. then 
confirmed by vote; or the Com­
mittee may be named 1b'y the 
Moderator by request of · the 

' ' ' ' ' -

Conference. ·. 
The member first named on a 

Committee shall be its chairman 
to call the Committee together, 
but after it is convened the Com­
mittee may elect its own chair-

. man and secretary. 
• 

• • · Any subject under debate, or 
any matter of business may be 

·· r_eferred to a Committee, with 
or without instructions. · . . 

- All repor.ts · of Committees 
shall be made ·in writing, signed 
by a majority. When a majority 
report is .followed by a minority 

· report from the same Commit­
. tee the former, after being read, 
shall He on· the-· table until the 
latter is presented; after which 
it may be considered. . 

A report of a Committee may 
be recommitted when necessary 

·for further investigation, or to 
present it in some more accept­
able form; All reports when read 
shall be considered as properly 
before· the body without a mo­
. tion to accept. 

' 

· Votirig · 
Voting shall be done by "AYE'' 

· and.· "NAY," by standing up 
when a vote is close, or when it 
•becomes necessary to count ·the 
affirmative and negative, and in 

. special· cases by ballot. 
The ·Moderator, in case of a 

tie, may cast the deciding vote. 
All members should vote on 

• 

one side or the other <unless ex­
cused. _.· . 

No motion, discussion, or oth- . 
er business, shall be admitted 
while the vote is being-taken. 

. · Laying on the Table 
Immediate action upon · any 

q'uestion may be deferred by 
laying on the table to , special 
time or indefinitely; in the same 
way questions may be postpon- • 
ed. · · ·· · 

· Privilege Questions 
Wh(m a motion or resolution 

is before the body the only mo- · 
tions in order shall be: 1st, to .. 
ajduorn; 2nd, previous question; 
3rd, to lay on the table; 4th, to 
postpone indefinitely; 5th, to 
postpone to a definite time; 6th . · 
to refer; 7th, to· divide if division 
is admissable; 8th,. to amend, to 
take precedence as herein ar-
ranged .. · . 

Motions to adjourn, when to 
adjourn simply, to take the pre­
vious questions, and to lay ·on 
the table must be decided with­
out debate .• 

Filling Blanks 
·Names suggested for filling· 

blanks shall be voted on in order 

' 
' 

of their nomination; when dif­
ferent numbers and · times are ·­
proposed, the greatest number 
and longest time shall be . voted 
on first. 

_Reconsideration , . ·. · 
A motion to. reconsider a mo­

tion previously passed must be 
made by one who voted in the 
affirmative when the mo:tion 
passed, and .if a vote to reconsid­
er is lost it cannot be rimewed 
during this session .. · 

• 

' 
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' 
FREE WILL BAPTIST AR'fiCLES OF FAITH 

1. We believe that there is but· willing that any should perish; 
- one living, tPue and eternal qod, but that all should come to re­

. the father of whom are all things pentance and the kr.owledge of 
from everlas1ting to everlasting, tPv.th, that they might be saved; 
g·lorious and immutable in al1 for which end Christ hath com­
His attributes. 1 Cor. 8:6, Isa. manded the Gospel to be preach-
40 :28. - ed among all nations and to· ev-
, 2. We believe that there is one cry creature. Mark 16:15; 

Lord Jes,us Christ, by whom arc Luke 24:47; John 3:15-17; 1 
all things, .the only begotten Son Tim. 2:4. 
of God, born of the Virgin Mary, · 6. We believe that no man . 
whom God freely sent into thiH shall s•uffer in hell for want of a 
world, •because of the great love Christ who died for him, but, as 
wherewith he loved the . world; the Scripture has said, for· de­
and Chri.srt as freely gave· him- nying · the Lord that bought 
~elf a ransom for all, tasting them; becaruse they believe not 
death for every man; who was in the name ·Of the only begotten 
buried and rose again the third Son of God .. Unbelief, therefore, 
day, and ascended into Heaven, being the cause why the just 
from whence ·we look for Him the and righteous God of heaven. will · 
second time in the clouds of condemn the children of men; it 
Heaven at the last day, to .i·udge follows against all contradiction 
both the quick and the dead.- that all men, at one time or oth. 
1 T~m. 2, 5-6; Reb. 2:9; St. Joh1~ er, are found in. s'ucli a capacity 
r. :16; Rev. 1:7; Acts 24:15; 1 \as that·. through the Grace of 
John 2 :2.. . · · I God • they may be ·eternally sa v-

3; We believe that there is on!l: ed. · Acts 17:30; Mark 6 :6; Reb 
Holy Ghost, the precious gift of 

1
· 3:10; 1 John 5:10. · 

the Father through His dear. 7. We believe the whole Scrip­
Son, unto the world, who quick- • tures are infalliby true and that 

· eneth and draweth sinners home they are the only rules of faith 
to God. St. John 16 :7~8; Acts and practice. II Tim. 3:16-17. 
2:4; Eph. 2 :1; Eph. 4:4-6. 8. We believe in the doctrine 
. 4, We believe that in the be- of General Provision made of 

ginnir..g God· made man rupright' God in Christ, for the benefit of 
. 8.nd place"d him in a state of all mankind, -who repent and be­

... glory without the least mixture 
1
ueve the Gospel. IJuke 14 :1G-

. of misery, from which he volun- 1 20; Matt. 28 :19-20; Luke 13 :3-
. t?rily by transg-ression, fell and· 5; Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; Mark 

• 

by that· means brought on him- 1 :15. • 
self a miserable and moral state 9. We believe that sinners are 
subject to death. · Gen. 2:17; drawn to God, the Father, by 
3:19. . . the Holy Ghost through ChrisT. 

5. We believe that God is not His Son, and that the Holy 

• 

• 

' . 
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. . . 
Ghost offers His. Divine aid to guilt of Adam's sin foi of such 
all the human family, so as they is 'the kingdom of ·God.. I Cor . 
all might be happy, would they 15:22; Matt. 18:2-5; Mark 9 :36, 
give place . to His divine teach- 37; Mrutt. 19 :14. _ · 
ing; whereas sruch who do not 12. We believe · that good I 
receive the divine impressions of works are the fruits of a saving 
His Holy Spirit .shall, at a fut~re I faith, and that in the ruse of the . 
day, own their condemnation means of grace, and, not out of 
jus;t, and charge themselves with the use of thos·e means, eternal· 
their own damnation, for wilful- life is promised to men. 'Rev.· 
ly rejecting the offers of sover- 22:14, 15; Isa. 1.19-20; Matt. 
eign grace. Matt. 11 :27; St. 7:8; J er. 6 :16; Luke 13 :34,35. · 
John 6:44, 65; Ps. 1:1; Tit. 2: 13. We believe that no man. 

11, 12; Jer. 22:29. has any warrant in the Holy 
10. We believe that men, not Scriptures for justification be­

. considered simply as · men, but for'e God through his own work3. 
ungodly men, were of old. ordain- power or ability which he has in 

· ·ed to condemnation, considered and of himself, only as he · by 
such who turn the grace of God grace is made able to come to 
into lasciviousness, d.enying the God, through Jesus· Chris;t be­
only Lord God, and our Lord; Je- lieving 'the righteousness of Je­
srus Christ who bought them and sus Christ to be imputed to all 
therefore, shall bring upon them believers, for their eternal ac­
swift destruction; but we ob- ceptance with God. Rom. 4:24; 
serve that they, and such the Acts 18:20,21. · 
·Apostle saith because they re- 14. We believe that all things 
ceive not the love1 of trruth, rthat are foreseen in the wisdom of 
they might be saved; Therefore God, so that God knoweth what­
the indignation and. wrath· of soever can or cannot come to 
God is upon every soul of man pass •upon all . supposed· condi­
thait doeth evil, living and dying tions; yet not as having decreed 
therein; for there is no. respect any person to everlasting death 
of persons with God. Jude 1:4; or everlasting life, out of respect 
II Peter 2:1; Thes. 2:11, 12; or mere choice, far;ther thanHe 
Rom .. 2:9-11. · hath appointed the Godly unto 
- 1L We- believe that all child-· life and the ungodly, who die·in 

ren dying in infancy, having- not sin · unto death.· Reb. 4:13; 
aatually transgressed against the Prov. 8:22-31; Matt. 25:31-46. 
law of God, in their own persons, · .. 15. We beli@ve, as touching 
are only . subject to · the first Gospel· ordinances; . in believers' 
death,. which was brought· on baptism, laying on of hands, re-

- them by the fall of_the first. Ad- ceiving of the sacrament · in 
am, and not that any one of bread and wine, washing· the 
them dying in. that state shall saints' feet, annointing the sick 
suffer punishment in hell by the with oil in the name of the Lord, 
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fasting, prayer, singing praise 
to God and the public ministry 

. of the Word, with every institu7 

tion of the Lord we shall find in 
the New Testament. Mark116: 

. ' 
15-16; Acts 8:17.; Acts 19 :6; 
Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5, 17; 

. ' 
Jas. 5:14. 

16. We believe the gospel mode 
of baptism is by immersion, and 
that believers are the only sub-

. 

. . . 

' 

' 

. . 

' 

• 

-

jeCts for baptism. Matt. 3:16; 
Mark 1:9, 10; ·Acts 2 :38; 39; 
Rom. 6:4; Col. 2 :12 . 

17. We believe in a general 
resurrection of the dead and a 
final judgment at the last ·day. 

' 

-John 5:28, 29; II. Cor. 5:10. 
18. We believe the happiness 

of the righteous is eternal and 
the torments of the wicked are . 
endless. Matt.· 25:46 . 

• 
I 

• 

• 

• 

\ 
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.SL . J.o·h,ns J . A. Brum:l•e,y I Ol 11 Ol 11 11 71 218 7' First 
Mt. ca~mel . W. IF.. 1C lark I o I . o I Ol Ol :11 Ol 1170 Fourth 
1P'ieree Oha.p.el Z. T. "Tiho•ma·s I Ol Ol Ol Ol 21 Ol 1137 T:hird 
LakP Bradford J. A. Brumley I I I • I I I I I Second 

• 
Mi'diWU•y • R. w. Wilson . I 51 Ol Ol ll Ol Ol Ol13 .Second 
Kni,ght'.s. Ohapel Not Retpreosen•bed · I I I I I I . I I ·Seco-nd 

.. 

• ' ' Church 
Cihur.c.h Clerk AddTess 

. 

Ecxpenses .. . 

' 

. 

8t. ,J·ohns w. R. Dormaln Perry, Florjd.a $85.32 
Mt. Car1mel Hugh Dav.is P.enw, Ftlorida '173.40 
· P'ierc•e Ohap.el . w .. M. iGonner Bell, rF!lorida 
Lake Bradford Mattie Dorman Tallruhassee, Florida 

• 

1\Hd/wwy · Lorelea Grail·tiham. Roa:lllt•e 2, P•erry, F.lorida 
Knight'.s· Ohapel .Not Represente•d . 
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