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. ' ORDAINING, COUNCIL , _
J F Gumn, Chalrman Plant Clty, ‘Fla.: J. W, Grlfﬁn, %Dan

~ Lane, Trenton, Fla.; J. H. ‘Cruce, Perry, Fla J. A Brumby, Talla-‘

hassee, Fla.: H. G. Cruse, Bell, Fla.

-'Next sessmn will be held with Pine Level Church, Suwannee
 County, TFlorida, on Friday, 11 00 0 clock A M before the Second

B Sunday in October, 1945.

Introductory Serwce by H G Cruse |

1044
I‘REE WILL BAPTIST PRESS
| AYDEN, N. C. -~ |

; . -

" LT
£



. ORDER OF BUSINESS

1.—This body shall open after each adjournment with prayer.

2.—Call for letters, read and enroll names of delegates and mlnlsters pres-
ent. | ' |

3.—Call for Petitionary letters. |

4.—0On election years, elect Clerk, Treasurer, Moderator, ete.

5——-—Inv1te visiting Brethren to seats with us.

6.—Call for Cmrespondmg ‘Messengers, .

T~—Appoint - Committees as follows: On Preaching, Temperance, Fmance,
Nommatlons, Education and Sunday School, and Obituaries.

8.—Unfinished business.

9.—Miscellaneous business. -

10.—Executive and appointed Committee reports.

11.—Treasure and Ordaining Council Reports ’

| ORDAINDD MINISTERS AND ADDRESSES | |
. A Brumby, 424 St Franms St. ._____......__'.-_.._.___.._.'.._. Tallahassee, Florida’

‘B, W. Carlton .__________ mmmmmmmem e e e—-—~ OUmmerdale, Alabama
J. H. Cruce ._..___.___......'_.._.'...;..-._‘_;....__-_....._'____...___.'. ____________ Perry, Florida
J. W. Griffin, % Dan Lane e Trenton, Florida
H G. Cruse .__.'._,___..___......___'______.___.__;._..__' _______________ ‘Bell, Florida
. F. Guinn, Route 2 . e Plant City, Florida
Z T Thomas . _._.______._ Demory Hills, Florida
J. H Turner, Route 5 oo o ________._____ Live Oak, Florida
Dewey Jones e Springfield, Ohio
| | LICENSED MINISTERS |
Herman A. Grubb$ it SIS Dade City, Florida
J G Mathls e e e e e e e ——— e ———— Perry, Florida

J. B. Stewart Route 5 __;_;_;_-_....;f__.,-__-_-_____,_;___;____ L}ve Oak, Florida



PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings of the Forty-Second Session of the North Florida Free Will

Baptist Conference, at Mt. Carmel Church, October 8 and 9, 1943. Business
transactions only.

Conference opened at 3: 30 P. M. by Moderator readlng 141st Psalm.
Call for letters: .

Mt. Carmel—Bros. Wilburn Grubbs, Homer Grubbs and H. A. Davis.
Kights Chapel——R. A. Stapleton, A. A. Nelson.

New Midway—J. T. Dixon, Sr., Maude Davis.

St. Johns—C. H. Sayers, Rosa Dorman. -

Verbal report from Lake Bradford by C. E. Norman.

Visitors: Bros. W. F. Clark, A. C Norman from Umon Assocmtlon seat-
ed. ~
All officials re-elected for new term. |

Executive Committee elected as follows: W. H. Evans, H. A, Touchton,
J. T. Dixon, Sr., R. A. Stapleton, J. H. Turner, B. M. Brown and C. E. Nor-
man. | ' | | : |

All Ordaining Council re-clected. Lay-Pastors re-elected.

Moderator to appoint Committees. Special Committee to examine Form-
letters reported as satisfactory. | |

| ‘Saturday Mormng Session

Conference opened in order, “call renewed for letters and Pine Level
came forward asking to be re-instated in Conference with J. P. Parker as
.delegate and Rev J H. Turner. Acoepted_ and given right hand of fellow-
ship. | - | | | | |

Miscellaneous Business

~ Clerk paid $7.00 for services. Card of thanks by Clerk. Parting hand
to be taken immediately after adjournment. Special committee appointed to
settle matter of Ministers Credentlals Treasurer to report on special con-
trlbutlons at next session. -

Reports of all Committees read and approved Treasurer’s report ap-—
proved. Credential Committee report that H. G. Cruse is to prepare or
copy new paper or Credentials to be filled in and signed by the .Ordaining
Council, and notarized. Ordaining Council report received. | -

Special Collection of $9.00 to complete amount to have all expenses pald
400 copies of mmutes to be printed. Approval of minutes. Final adjourn-
ment of session. Parting hand while singing “God Be with You.” -

'PROCEEDINGS

Proceedings of the Forty-Thlrd Annual Session of the North Florida
Free Will Baptist Conference at Kights Chapel Church October 6 and 17,
1044 -
Introductory Services by Z. T. Thomas, J. F. Guinn offering prayer
Song No. 364 in Complete Church Hymnal Books
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Lcssen Eph 6: 10-18: SubJect “The Armour of Ged 7
Song No. 356. Prayer by J. H Turner |
" Dismissed for refreshments. ' - | - -
Conference opened at 2:00 eclock by Moderator Seng: “The Great
Physician.” Prayer by Moderator. |
In the absence of the Clerk, Bro. Herman A Grubbs who is in the Arm-
ed forces of our country, the Moderator agreed to carry on and Bro. J. I
Latham volunteered to assist-in the Clerks place and served. |
- By-Laws and rules of order read. o '
~- " Call-was made for letters and the follewmg responded with delegates
Kight’s Chapel—Sister Dave Chesire, A, A. Nelson. |
Pine Level—J. P. Parker, Ethel Hays, DeW1tt Fertner
- Pierce Chapel—Mattie Cruse. <
HMt. Carmel-—Mamie Davis, Mattie Touchton Mrs. H A Dav1s
Lake Bradford—Avery Hartsfield, Matt1e Norman.
. Call for Petitionary Letters. |
Salt Creek—J. 1. Latham, Vlrglma Rains.

Oak Hill—C. T. Baker, Eloise Turner.
As Churches and delegates presented themselves, they were received

and the right hand of fellowship was extended to them by the body.
. -Corresponding and visiting brethren invited. No responses. |
- Moderator ordered to appoint the Cemmittees. Unfinished business none.

Mlscellaneeus Busmess

Rev Z T Thomas rendered a report of his Werk in the ﬁeld fcr the

kvear which was placed in minutes.
‘Moved by Bro. Guinn, seconded by Bro. Z T Themas and carrled by

bedv 'that Bro. G. C. Newman of Pine Level Church be and he is hereby

by this body asked, and authorized, to turn over all his authority, and all
papers held by him as Property Custodlan of Pine Level Church to his suc-

cessor, Bro. J. P. Parker. .
“Executive Committee elected as follews W H Evans, B. M. Brown, C.

E. Norman, J. H. Turner, H. A. Touchton, J, T. Dixon, Sr., R. A. Stapleton,
Geo. Albritton and J. D. Stewart.
Ordaining Council and Lay-pastors re- elected as they now stand
.-C_arr;ed for adjournment until Saturday mcrnmg at ten o’clock.

I‘rlday nght

| Frlday night services by J. F. Guinn and J. A. Brumby Song Nc 286

Bro. Guinn read Rev. 1: 7. - Song No. 123.
Bro. Brumby concluded the service readmg Matt. 24th chapter

.. . oister, Mattie Touchtoon sang “Sin Is to Blame 7 L
. '__,Dlamlssed by BIO Evans - - - -

Saturday Mermng‘ Sesswn

Body called to order at 10:00 o cleck and prayer by Moderator and read-

‘ing Matt. 6: 1-4,
At this tlme New Mldway came in W1th Bro J. T Dixon, Sr as delegate
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and St. Johns came in with Charley Pridgeon, Mary Dorman and Beatrice
{.undy as delegates and all were seated.

Bro. J. S. Howard and Rev. F. B. Cherry of the South Georgla Asso-

- ciation were seated and welcomed as visitors.

Miscellaneous Business Continued

It was unanimously carried that this Conference, through the Mode-
rator, send all the members of our churches in the armed forces, a copy of
the Minutes of this session together with a letter of best wishes from all
members of this body, address to be furnished to Bro. Cruse and an offering
of $6.65 was made to take care of postage and expenses.

Moderator appointed a Committee to prepare a card of thanks to Kights

Chapel Church. Adjourned for preachmg to assemble at call of Moderator.

| Saturday Morning

Serv1ces by Bro. F. B. Cherry. Song No. 222. Subject: “The Ideal |
(“hurch ”  Reading Rom. 1: 8-18. Prayer by speaker. ~ B
Dismissed by Bro. Thomas for refreshments.

Saturday Afternoon Session

Body called to order ‘Bro. Brumby and delegates from Lake Bradford,
alco delegates from Salt Creek were excused for the session.

- All committee reports read and approved. Treasurer report approved

Z. T. Thomas volunteered to go to the South Georgia Assomatmn as
Méssenger from this body.

Body to take parting hand just after adjournment of business.

Proceedings read and approved. Carried that we adjourn to meet with
Pine Level Church on Frlday at 11 o’clock A. M., before the Second Sunday
in O¢tober, 1945,
~ While singing “God be with you” the Conference took the parting hand

| Saturday Night Services R

- Opened by Bro. J. H. Turner after many songs of pralse Reading:

Mat’c 7:1-29, and Rom. 2: 1-83. Concluded by H. G. Cruse

Sunday Mornmg Services

Services by H. G. Cruse. Song No. 124, Reading: Psalm 49, subJect

'“What is man that thou art mindful of him.”

Concluded by Z. T. Thomas, reading Acts 26: 1-28.
Song for dlsmlssmn “In the Sweet By and By.”

Card of Thanks

We have not space to express our thanks to the Brothers and Sisters of

Kights Chapel Church and community for the courtesy shown us while in

their vicinity at this session. We pra‘? God’s blessings upon all and ask
vour prayers. - : '
The North Flor1da Conference, -

By Z. T. Thomas, H. A. Davis and W H. Evans

o 4
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

Preachmg——I‘rlday night, J. I‘ Guinn, J. A. Brumby. Saturday morning
- F. B, Cherry. Saturday night, J. H. Turner, H. G. Cruse. Sunday morning,
- H. G Cr_use, Z. T, Thomas Sunday night, J. H. Turner. |
o - : Mattie Touchton, Chairman.

Temperance—We report Temperance has manyfold meamnge in our
1ets, but total abstmence from intoxication and drink.

- - J. . Guinn, Chairman.’
I‘munce—Sent in by Churches: Oak Hill, $2.00; Mt. Carmel, $20.00; Salt

CI‘CGn, $6.00; Pierce Chapel, $3. 00; Pine Level, $5.65; Kights Chapel, $5.25;

Lake Bradford, $3.00; St. Johns, $6 00; New Midway, $3.00. Total amount
sent 1n, $563.90.

J. I. Latham, Chalrman

- Nonunutlons—-—The next session will be held with Pine Level Church,

Quwanneo County, on Friday before the Second Sunday in October 1945
[ntroductorv by H. G. Cruse

Mattle Cruse, Chairman.
" Edueation and Sunday School—We are proud to report Sunday Schools

in the following churches: Pierce Chapel, Mt. Carmel, Oak Hill, Salt Creek,
and Lu‘«:e Bradford. DMay God forever be with them.

J. F. Guinn, Chairman.

- Olntuarles.—-—-—We have had one death this year. Bro. Albert Hartsfield,
Deacon of Lake Bradford Church. -

J. H. Turner, Chairman.
F'&:ecutn c—We report as follows as we did not get mmutes prmted for

~last session until too late, we met and ordered no minutes printed for 1943

sossion, and ask that the business proceedings of 1943 be printed in the 1944
e 1nrte¢ No other busmess has come before us. - |
| | o W. H. Evans, Chairman.

QOrdaininz Council-—Verbal report by J. ¥ .Guinn. No busmess this yeer |
Treasurer’s Report—DBalance in-treasury October 1, 1943, $10.30. Re-
ceived at 1943 session, $39.00. Paid Clerk, $7.00; Balance October 1, 1944,

. $42.30. Special contributions as by request of last Conference: Pierce

Chapel, $1.35; St. Johns, 50c; Mt. Carmel, $1 20; Klghts Chapel $1 00 New
hhdway, $1.00; Lake Bradford 25c.

W. R. Dorman Treasurer.
- Note: Balence shows: $10 30; $5.30 is the Specml collection.

Report of 7. T Thomas

Selmons preached. ut Perry, Fla., 9, oollectlons, $36. 493 at’ Cross Clty,

6 sermons with $11.60 collections; Trenton 5 sermons, with 97¢ collections;

Salt Creck, 8 sermons and $14.34 collections; MecCrab, 8 sermons, collection

- $15.30; Old Town, 5 sermons, $6.33 collection;” Live Oak, 1 sermon, $2.45.

Total collections $86.38. Baptized 9, organlzed one church .aside from the
pastoral care of ‘two churches. ' - S

Note: This manusecript prepared by H G Cruse, Moderator
. 5



. CHURCH COVENANT

| Havmg been brought as we believe, by divine grace to accept the Lord
J esus Christ as our Savior and Preserver, we do now solemnly and joyfully
covenant and agree, by God’s help, to walk together in brotherly love.

We, therefore, enter into covenant as members of this church and as
~ Christians, that we will watch over each other in love, sharing together each
~ other’s joys and sorrows; that we will not forsake the assembling of our-
~selves together, nor omit the great duty of prayer for ourselves and others;
that by divine assistance we will endeavor to bring up those under our care
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; that in all things we will strive -
to exemplify our profession by a corresponding practice, to abstain from all
- sinful conformity to the world, to be just in our dealings, faithful in our en-
gagements and exemplary in all our deportments; that we will abstain’ from
the use and sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage; that we will sustain
the worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrine of this Church; that we will
contribute cheerfully, according to our ability, to the support of the ministry,
the expenses of the Church, the rellef of the poor, and the general spread

of the Gospel
RULES OF CHURCH DISCIPLINE

Rcwsed and Amended

The rules for the government of the Church of God are contamed in the
Holy Scriptures. But as many of them appear to be comprehended in gen-
“eral directions, it is necessary for the better regulations of the Church that
certain fixed rules and principles of practice should be adopted, provided
those rules are in accordance with the Seriptures of truth, for it is manifest
that every religious society or community should make such local and tem-

-porary regulations as may secure obedience to the perfect laws by which
- they are governed.

The Church, therefore, of Jesus Chrlst being of the Free will Baptlst
order, do covenant and agree that four times a year (every three months) to -
assemble for the purpose of holding a godly conference, the members being
all present with cenvemence, ‘then and there the busmess of the church

*’-‘hould be dcne
PRACTICES
The Organization of a Church

 1.. When' any number of believers desire to be organized into a Free
Will Baptist Church, they are examined by one or more regular Free Will
Baptist ministers in reference to their Christian character, doctrines, and
ability to sustain a Church If the examination is satisfactory the applicants
- are ergamzcd into a church as follows: The Bible is presented as the only
rule ¢f faith and practice. The Church Covenant recorded in this discipline
is adopted. A prayer of consecratmn is oﬁ'ered the hand of fellowshlp is

given, then officers are elected. |
2. There shall be male members enough to ﬁll the publie oﬂices of the

Church, in order that a regular discipline may be: kept up.
| 6



3. After. being thus constituted, they shall be at liberty out of the num-
Ler of regularly ordained mlmsters to choose a pastor who shall pre51de over
them. | _

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

The officers of a church are a board of trustees, clerk, treasurer, deacons_

. and deaconesses, finance committee, ruling elders, and pastors.

" BOARD OF TRUSTEES—The duty of the trustees shall be to hold title
o all property, either in fee or gift, and to maintain all rights to same, to
.convey sald property in the discretion of a four-fifths majority of those

‘present at a regular quarterly meeting, bemg prekusly announced at said
«hurch three months prior to said meetmg

CLERK—It is the duty of the clerk to keep a church book and in 1t
rcc01d the Church Covenant, the names of the members, and all the proceed-
ings of the Church, in the exercise of 1ts discipline and management of its

temporal affairs. He also signs all letters and other commumcatlons made by
authority of the church.

TRLASURER—The treasurer shall be entrusted with the funds of the
«<hurch, and it shall be his duty to keep a regular account of all the money
received, and from whom, and make report of the same annually to the
church, or oftener if necessary, which funds shall be drawn on the treasurer
only by order of Conference.

DEACONS—The deacons- are elected for 11fe or durlng good behavmr
They should be men distinguished among their brethren for piety and bene-
volence. Before entering upon the duties of their office they are ordained
by the pastor or other regular ministers. Ordination consisting of charge,
laying on of hands and prayer. It is their duty to serve at the Lord’s table,
to distribute to the bounty of the Church among its needy members, to visit
the sick, to assist pastor in promoting order in attendance upon the means of

orace, to see that an efficient seriptural discipline be enforeed in the Church,
and to conduct religious meetlngs in the absence of the pastor.

DEACONESSES—They assist the deacon and finance committee in vis-
~ iting the sick, in collectmg funds and distributing among the needy mem-
~bers, and enforcing proper discipline among the female members. = |
FINANCE COMMITTEE has the general management of the ﬁnance of
. the Church, subject to the Church’s control. .

RULING ELDERS-—The business of the ruling elders, after the1r quah-
“fications, shall be to settle controverted pomts between their brethren, if they
are informed of any such business, then they shall issue their order and ap-
point a time and place to meet the parties, and it shall be legal for them to
lake such testimonies, both in and out of the church, as shall to them scem
meet, and as shall enable them to pass a true and right judgment. They
shall be qualified for this office in like manner as the deacons are, and shall
=erve the Church according to their appointment. -

2. When the elders have full information of any matter respecting con-
{roversy between their brethren, should they find a fraud intended they shall
e at liberty to give the injured party right of common law, and make report

7



thereof to the next Conference, at which time the offendmg party may be‘ |
set a31de from the Communion until the controversy is settled. |
. If any member shall fly from the judgment of the elders it shall be
open excommumcatmn and it shall be the duty of the pastor to make. known
such excommunication by a declaration of the same before the church.
-4, If unable to settle same it shall be returned to the Church fer final
thspomtlen | * | -
- Pastor—Each Church elects its own pastor out of the 1egular1y erdmned
ministers, upon such tcrms as may be agreed upon between the parties them-
selves. It is the pastor’s duty falthfully to preach the Word, to have the
oeneral supenntendence of the Church, to be himself an example to the
flock, to visit the members, especially the swk as he has opportunity, and to
do all within his power to promote the religious interest of the church which
he serves, and to advance the cause of Chr1st ameng men,

GOVEI}NMENT

Receptien of Members

Any persen who gives evidence of a change of heart, professes falth in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and has been immersed by a proper admlnlstrater
Church covenant read, explained and accepted is received- to membershlp by .
a vote of the Church. | . .

From other churches immersed persons are recelved by letter Ne’ one
against whom any valid objection is made is received to membership. When -
any member objects to the reception of an applicant, the matter is deferred
until the Church can ascertain the naturc of the objection. If, in the opin--

ion of the Church, the objection-is not a valid one, the applicant may be re- . -

ceived. Excluded members are received again only when they confess their

- errors and give evidence of repentance. Persons excluded from other churches

are not received, unless it be made evident that they were excluded upon
unjustifiable grounds. The hand of fellowshlp 1s extended to all whe are
Jecelved into membership of the Church.

DISMISSION OF MEMBERS

- Only members in good standing are dismissed. from the church and these
for no other reason than to unite with some other church. Such members
receive letters of honorable dismission and commendation, but are under the
watcheare of the same church until they are received into some other. - A
withdrawal without such letter of -commendation is equivalent to excom-
munlcetmn, and treatcd as such by the church.

I’RINCIPLFS Or' DISCIPLINE

1. Offenses that may require the exercise of dlsclphne are either private
or public. Private are such as are from their nature known to very few .
persons; public offenses include all others. In the case of private individual
transgressions the offender is admonished privately by ruling elders and if
satisfaction is given the case is carried no further, but if satisfaction is not -
civen, the case is reported to the Church for final action. In case of private
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rrievance in which two or more members are concerned, the aggrieving and

aggrieved parties should be brought together by the ruling elders and the

~matter settled privately if poselble No such case is allowed te come before

-- - the Church except as directed in Matthew 18: 15-17.

~ When two or more members are openly at variance, or when a member'

s walking in'a disorderly manner by general report, the Church, through a
committee or otherwise, calls the offender or offenders to account, and in the

- presence of such ofI'endeis, unless they refuse to be present, then in thelr_ o
absence the church examines into the nature of the offense or the character |
of the general reports; if the parties are found guilty and do not give satis-

factory evidence of penitence, after a suitable dlsclphne, they are excluded
from the church | - |

| If a.member habltually ebsents hlmself from the meetings of the church
: _Iefuscs to bear his proportionate part of the chureh expenses, or casts his in-

- fluence against the church, he is admonished by the ruling elders, and if he
qtlll persists, his case is breught before the church as one for dlsclphne

2. If any. member by disorderly walk shall be hable to excommunica-

thIl yet no church shall be at liberty in the absence of their pestor to de-

clare an unfellowship with any member; yet by the church they may be set

“aside from the Communion until further satisfaction shall be gwen. e
3. If any member shall be found frequenting the race ground, the ball

room, the card table, shooting matches or any place of disorder, without law-

_ful business, such member may be censured by the church, and in such case
- said member shall make the church satlsfactlen or be dealt with as the Con-

. felence may think proper. - |
4. "No testmlony shall be taken out cf the socmty agamst members in

the seczety, only in centroverted pomts

. If any member shall absent himself from the church on the days of

~Cenference or times of Communlen he shall be lleble to the censure of the
Church - -

MLE'I INGS OF THE CHURCII

Ld(‘,‘h Church meets as often as plactlcable for the pubhc worship of

- God. The times of celebrating the Lord’s Supper washing feet, and of busi-
ness mectings are arranged by each local Church to suit its own convenience.

- Generally these meetlngq are monthly or quftrtelly business meetings
preceding the Lord’s Supper. Each Church is required to observe the ordi-
nances. Feet washing follows the Lord’s Supper. Conference or business
meetings are opened and closed with suitable devotional exerciss. The pas-

tor acts as moderator of the business  meetings of the Church. In the ab--

sence of the pastor the Church may meet when necessary and attend to or-
dinary Church business, but no member is excluded in the absence of the

~pastor. -All business meetlngs are cenducted according to certam rules of

- order.

THE MINISTRY

1. No member of our connection shall be at hberty to take upon himself .
the pubhc mlmstry of the Word unless he feels dlvmely called, and make

"9
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report of the same to the Church, and if the Church shall be satisfied with
qualifications and call of such person they may grant him license to preach
the Gospel, signed by the pastor and the clerk. But if the Church should
- doubt the qualifications of such persons to preach the Gospel, then she may
grant him liberty to exercise his gifts by exhortation, each for twelve months.

2. After which, if either of those persons (licentiate or the exhorter)
is found useful, the Church may recommend said person to the Ordaining
Council, consisting .of either three or five members, appointed or elected by
cach Conference, .said recommendations shall be signed by the pastor and'
clerk of the Church where the applicant holds membership.

3. It shall be the duty of said councﬂ to examine such applicants as may
vome before them for ordination on the principles and doctrines of the Bible
and practices of the original Free Will Baptist Church as set forth in this
discipline, and his ability. If he is found worthy,. said council shall furnish
“him with a certificate of ordination, after they have ordained him by fasting,
"~ laying on of hands, prayer, a charge, ‘the hand of fellowship, and a sermon.
Among his brethren he bears the title of elder.

4, When a minister of another ‘denomination desires to unite with the
original Free Will Baptist, he first becomes a member of some Free Will
Baptlst Church then, in his case, the proceedings are the same as those
in erdammg a licentiate. o

5. The minister or elder, fer dlsorder or transgression, shall be dealt
with by the Church where his name is enrolled, or by any Church over which
he presides as-pastor. And it shall be the duty of the Church to call to its
assistance two or more elders, at least one to be a member of the ordaining
council and appoint three of her own members who, with two of the elders,
“shall form a committee for the purpose of trying the offenders and if satis-
faction is given by the delinquent, the committee may restore him to fellow-
ship and office, but if sufficient satisfaction is not given the committee shall
silence the offender until the next General Conference, and they shall report
the case with all the attending circumstances to the General Conference, and -
the Conference shall appoint a committee of five or more members belonglng
to their body, and a final decision shall be made.

6. The Church against a minister or elder, shall not receive an accusa-
““tion but at the mouth of two or three witnesses.—Matthew 18: 16.

7. No pastor having the care of any Church or Churches may W1thdraW |

from them, neither the Church withdraw from thelr pastor, without sufﬁc1ent
cause, tried by the Church in general, |

8. The pastor shall have llberty to commend any member under his. care
~ at any time but in the time of Conference, and shall have the right also to
~ cite any member. or members, to the next Cenference When the oﬁense is
committed between Confernces. - . S

9. The pastor of a Church or Churches shall have a power at any tlrne"
to call a private conference, and the Church in conference may appoint a com-
mittee, if the nature of the case shall requlre it, and they shall proceed as
in all other cases and conferences. - -

10 Any regularly ordalned minister of the orlgmal Free Wlll Baptlst
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shall serve in the Church in the absence of the pastor in every gospel order
required of him by the Church.

11. Elders, ministers and preachers shall be considered membels, and
~ their names continue with the Church Where they ﬁrst beca:ne members, un-

il regularly dismissed.

INDEPENDENCE OF CHURCHLS |

Each local Church is a distinct and 1ndependent errramzatlen with full

authority to manage its own internal affairs, eleet its officors, receive, dis- "

© riss, discipline and exclude members. But this principle of the independence

of each Church is not held as a law of isolation; on the contrary, Churches
'convemently situated associate and co- operate in all things which tend to

advance the common cause. Councils are, therefore, czlled in the organiza-

tion of a Church and the settlement of serious difficultiecs. Gn the same prin-

ciple the Churches meet by delegation in the annual conferences, etc. The
- annual conference being the highest tribunal, shall have final judzment over
the lccal churches. This discipline can be changed or amended by a four-

- fifths vote of the members present at- all the cenferences in their 1en~ular ses-
..“%IOHS '

CONSTITUTION

| Article 1. This shall be the Constitution of the Conference of the original
I'ree Will Baptlst Church of North Carolina, viz: Cape Fear, Western, Cen-
tral and Eastern, or others that’ may adopt this discipline.

Article 2. The object of the Annual Conference shall be to nromote
Christ’s Kingdom among men by means in strict confornnty to the Hely
Seriptures.

Article 3. These Cenferences shall be composed of the ministers who are
members of churches belonging to the body, and of delegates from these

churches, cach church being entitled to as many delegates as each conferecnce

shall think proper.

Article 4. The delegates from each Chu1ch shall bear to the Cenference |

a letier certifying their appointment, showing the condition and statistics of

fhe Church and giving a statement of all funds raised during the year for

denorrina tional or other benevolent purposes.

| Article.5. The officers of this body shall be a moderator, a treasurer, cor-
responcing and recording secretary, who shall be elected for a term of two

vears, and said election to take place one year pner to thelr entermg ‘upon
the duties of said office. | |

Article 6. This Cenference may at each regular meetmg, elect as many
boards or standing committees as may be necessary .in carrying out its bene-

volent purposes. These shall keep a record of their proceedings and make
a report at each regular meeting of the Conference.

Article 7. Any Church desiring to become a member of this body shall

- present her petition at a regular. session of the conference, through dele-

gates appointed for that purpose. If she be received, the mederator shall
extend to her delegates the hand of fellowshlp




Artlcle 8. The Conference may extend to v151t1ng brethren all the pr1v1-'
]cges of the body, save that of votmg

Article 9. This Constitution may be amended at any regular session by
vote of four-fifths of the members present of the Conference in session.

BY-LAWS

Artlcle 1. A general conference shall be annually held.

~Article 2. Every elder nnmstel and preacher, in good standmg and dele-
gate shall attend. *

Artlcle 3. If any member in the judgment of the conference shall show

anger in his -dlseussmn on any subject, he shall forfelt his seat in that con-
- ference. | - ‘

| Article 4. No 1nember of the general conference shall be at 11berty to
withdraw without leave of the moderator..

Article 5. The conference shall always adjourn by vote.
Article 6. There shall annually be a committee of finance chosen to set-
tle with the treasurer and report to conference.

Article 7. The officers and standing committees shall be entitled to seats
in the annual conference.

Article 8. No elder, mlmster, preacher or delegate shall, during the sit-
- ting of the general Conference, be at liberty to fill any place, as to preaching
or hearing at the stage, only as liberty shall be granted by the conference.

Article 9. Conference shall always open: and adjourn by prayer and praise
to God.

Article 10, The mmutes of the conference shall be mgned by the mod-
erator and clerk. |

- RULES OI‘ ORDL‘R
| Motlons

'A motion must be made by one member, seconded by another, and after-
wards stated by the Moderator, before it is debated. A motion shall be re-
duced to writing by the mover at the demand. of any one member.
| All resolutions shall be submitted in writing.

A motion or resolution may be Wlthdrawn at any time before a decision
or amendment by the conference. -

Any motion or resolution containing more than one distinct proposition

- shall be divided, provided the ecall for a division be sustained by a majority.

No motion to-amend shall be in order beyond a motlon to amend an
amendment. | : R '

‘No: amendment relating to a d1fferent subJect ehall be in order.
" A motion'lost shall not be recorded except so ordered at the time.

Speaking

“When a member speaks or offers 2 motion he shall rise and respectiully
‘address the Moderator, confine himself to the question under conmderatlon :
and avoid all personahty or unkind and disrespectful language.
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When two or more members rise to speak at the same tlme, the Mode- |
rator shall decide who is entitled to the floor.

While a member is speaking no one shall mterrupt him e:.xcept to call.

.- him to order, ask leave to explain, or make explanation.

The one allowed to explain shall confine himself strictly to an actual mis-

understanding of language which may need enplanatlon If the speaker
Vlelds the floor to another he cannot claim it agaln -

No member shall speak more than twice or longer than ﬁfteen minutes

at each time, on any question without leave of the Conference, which leave
ehall be granted without debate. |

All conversation, by whispering or. otherwme, which is calculated to dis-
turb the speaker or hinder the transaction of business and passmg between
the speeher and the chair, shall be out of order.

Commx__ttees |

Committees shall be nominated by Conference (no member being allowed
“to nominate morc than one on the same Committee), and the nomination

_then confirmed by vote; or the Commlttee may be named by the Moderator
by request of the Conference |

The member first named on a Commlttee shall be its chairman to call

the Committee together, but after it is convened the Commlttee may elect its
own chairman and secretary.

Any subject under debate, or any matter of business may be referred to
a Committee, with or without instructions.

- All reports of Committees shall be made in writing, srgned by a ma-
iority. When a majority report is followed by a minority report from the
sam¢ Committee the former, after being read, shall lie on the table until the
latter is presented, after which it may be considered.

A report of a Committee may be recommitted when necessary for fur-
ther investigation, or to present it in Some more acceptable form. All reports

when read shall be consuiered as properly befere the body without a motlon
to accept. - |

Voting

Voting shall be done by “AYE” and “NAY ” by standing up when a

vote is close, or when it becomes necessary to count the affirmative and nega-
tive, and in spécial cases by ballot. |

The Moderator, in case of tie, may cast the deciding vote.
Al members should vote on one side or the other unless excused.

No motlon, dlseusmon, or other busmess, shall be admltted 'Whlle the
“vote 1s bemg taken

Laying on the Table

Immediate aetlon upen any question may be deferred by Iaylng on the
‘table to special time or 1ndeﬁn1tely, in the same way questions may be post-
poned

13




Prwﬂege Questlons |

B When a motion or reselutmn is befere the body the only motions in erder
shall be: 1st, to adjourn; 2nd, previous question; 3rd, to lay on the table, 4th,
'to postpone indefinitely; 5th, to postpone to a definite time; 6th, to refer;

- Tth, to divide if division is admlssable, 8th, to amend, to take precedence
as herein arranged. -

. Motions to adJourn, jwhen to ad]ourn simply, to take the prewous ques—
tlens an dto lay on the table must be demded without debate

Flllmg Blanks

Names suggested for ﬁllmg blanks shall be voted.on in order of their

nomination; ‘when "different numbers and times are proposed ‘the greatest
number and longest time shall be voted on first. |

Reconsrderatlon

" A motion to reconsider a ‘motion prevmusly passed must be made by one
who voted in the affirmative when the motion passed, and if a vete to recon-
sider is lest it cannot be renewed during this sesswn

FREE \VILL BAPTIST ARTICLLS OF FAITH -

| '1tWe believe that there is but one. 11vmg, true and eternal God, the
father of whom are all things from everlasting to everlasting, glorleus and

~ immutable in all His attributes.—1 Cor. 8: 6, Isa. 40: 28.

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are-all
- things, the only-begotten Son.of God, born of the Virgin Mary, whom God
freely sent into this world, because of the great love wherewith he loved the
world; and Christ as freely gave himself a ransom for all, tasting death for
‘every. man; who was buried and rose again the third day, and ascended into
Heaven, from whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds of
) Heaven at the last day, to judge both the quick and the dead.—1 Tim. 2: 5- 6
Heb 2 9; St. JohnS 16; Rev. 1: 7; Acts 24: 15; 1 John 2: 2, -
- 8. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of the
Father through His dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and draweth
sinners home to God.—St. John 16:.7-8; Acts 2: 4; Eph. 2: 1; Eph. 4: 4-6.

4. We believe that in the beginning God made man upright and placed
him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he
voluntarily by transgression, fell and by that means brought on hlmself a
miserable and moral state subject to death —Gen. 2: 17; 8: 19. .

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish; but that all
should come to repentance and the knowledge of truth, that they might be
saved; for which end Christ hath commanded the Gospel to be preached
among all nations and to every creature —Mark 16: 15; Luke 24: 47: John
3: 156-17; 1 Tim. 2: 4. | . - |
.. 6. We believe that np man shall suffer in Tell for want of a Chrlst who
dled for hlm, but, as the Seripture has sald for denying the Lord that bought
them; because they believe not in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
Unbehef therefore, being the cause why the just and rlghteous God of heaven

1y
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~ will condemn the children of men; it follows against all contradiction that all
men, at one time or other, are found in such a céapacity as that through the
Grace of God they may be eternally saved —Acts 17 303 Mark 6 6; Heb.
3 :10; 1 John 5: 10.

" 7. We believe the whole Scriptures are mfa.lhbly true and that they are
_the only Iules of faith and practice—l1I Tim. 3: 16-17. -

| . We believe in the doctrine of General Provision made of God in ChI‘lSt

for the benefit of all mankind, who I'epent and believe the Gospel.—Luke 14:
16-20; batt. 28: 19-20; Luke 13: 3-5; Luke 24: 47; Acts 3: 19; Mark 1: 15.

. 9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy
Ghost through Christ, His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers His Divine aid
to all the human family, so as they all might be happy, would they give
place to His divine teaching; whereas such who do not receive the divine
* impressions of His Holy Spirit shall, at a future day, own their condemna-
‘tion just, and charge themselves with their own damnation, for wilfully re-
jecting the offers of sovereign grace —--Matt 11: 27; St John 6 44, 65; Ps.
1: 2; Tit. 2: 11, 12; Jer. 22: 29, -

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but ungodly
men, were of old ordained to condemnation, considered such who turn the
orace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God, and our Lord
Jesus Christ who bought them and. therefore, shall bring upon themselves
swift destruction; but we observe that they, and such the Apostle saith be-
causce they receive not the love of truth, that they might be saved; There-
fore the indignation and wrath of God is upon every soul of man that doeth

evil, living and dying therein: for there is no respect of persons Wlth God.—
Jude 1: 4; II Peter 2: 13 II Thes. 2: 11, 12; Roni, 2: 9-11.

11; We believe that all children dying in infaney, having not actually
transgressed against the law of God, in their own persons, are only subject to
‘the first death, which was brought on them by the fall of the first Adam, and
not that any one of them dying in that state shall suffer punishment in hell
by the guilt of Adam’s sin for of such is the kingdom of God —I Cor. 15: 22; |
Matt. 18: 2-5; Mark 9: 36, 37; Matt. 19: 14, -

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving faith, and that
in the use of the means of grace, and not out of the use of those means, eter-
nal life is promised to men.—Rev. 22: 14, 15; Isa, 1: 19-20; Matt, 7: 8; Jer.
6: 16; Luke 13: 34, 35." - |

- 13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scriptures for
justification before God through his own works, power or ability which he has
in and of himself, only as he by grace is made able to come to God, through
Jesus Christ believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to all
~ believers for their eternal acceptance with God.—Rom. 4: 24; Acts 8: 20, 21.

14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so that
God knoweth whatsocever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed con-
ditions; yet not as having decreed any person to everlasting death or ever-
lasting life out of respect or mere choice, rather than He hath appointed the
Godly unto life and the ungodly, who die in sin unto death.—Heb. 4: 13;
Prov. 8: 22-31; Matt. 25: 31-46. | |
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15. We belicve, as touching Gospel ordinances, in.bélieverS’ baptism; lay-
ing on of hands, receiving of the sacrament in bread and wine, washing the
s'a_ints’__feet, anointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting,

prayer, singing praise to God and the public ministry of the Word, with -

every institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament.—Mark 16:
15216; Acts 8: 17 Actq 19: 6; Luke 22: 19, 20 John 13: b, 17; Jas. 5: 14.

| 16. We believe the gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, and that |
- behevers are the only subjects for baptism.—Matt. 3: 16; Mark 1: 9, 10;
| Acts 2: 38 39 Rom 6: 4; Col. 2: 12,

- 17. We believe in a general resurrection of the dead and a. final Judg-
ment at the last day.—John 5: 28, 29; II Cor. 5: 10.

. 18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the tor-
ments of the mched are endless.—Matt. 25 46.
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- STATISTICAL TABLE

Church and County Clerk and Postoffice B Pastor
Mt. Carmel, Taylor .. ___. Hugh Dav1s, Perry ______________ W. F Clark -
Kights Chapel,. Suwannee _..}Carolyn Stapleton, Live Oak ___.. J. H. Turner
New Midway, Taylor —...._- Helen Dixon, Perry . _.__ J. H. Turner
St. Johns, Taylor —occeeee-.. W. R. Dorman, Perry — ... ._..-__|J. H. Turner
Lake Bradford, Leon -...._.]Mattie Norman, Tallahassee -.._. J. A. Brumby
Pierce Chapel, Gilchrist __..|W. M. Conner, Bell _ . ___.____ J. H. Turner
Pine Level, Suwannee ____.. Dewitt Fortner, Live Oak —ocee__ Neal Parrish
Oak Hill, Suwannee —__._.._.|Marie Turner, Live Oak _. ... J. H, Turner.
Salt Creek, Dixie ——cmmae—- Virginia Rains, Demary Hills _.___|J. A. Brumby

-
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