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ORDER OF BUSINESS 
' ' 

1. This body shall open after each adjournment with prayer. 

2. Call for letters , read and enroll names of delegates, ministers, 
and deacons present. 

3. Call for petitionary letters. 

4. Invite visiting brethren to sit with us. , 

5. Call for corresponding messengers. 

6. Unfinished business. 

7. New Business. 

B. Executive and appointed committee reports. 

9. Treasurer and ordaining council reports. 

10. Election of Officers. 

11. Installation of officers and appointing of committees. 

12. Adjournment. 
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OFFICIALS OF THE NORTH FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF 
FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

Moderator: Rev. Floyd Dalton ••••.•••• : •••• Quitman, Georgia 
Assistant Moderator: Claude Davis ••.•••••••• Perry, Florida 
Clerk-Treasurer: Mary Alice Davis •••••••••• .Perry, Florida 

' 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Bro. Walter Fulford •.•••.•••••••.•••••. Monticello, Florida 
Bro. T .J. Bonds ••••••••.••••••••••••••• Live Oak, Florida 
Bro. Wilburn Grubbs •••••••••••••.•.•••• Perry, Florida 
Bro. W .B. Courtney ••••••••••••••••••.•• Perry, Florida 
Bro. Marion Lamb ••.••••••••••••••••••• Live Oak, Florida 

ORDAINING COUNCIL 

Rev. J.H. Turner (Honorary), 211 South Blair St. ••• Perry, Florida 
Rev. J .B. Stewart, Rt. 5, Box 270 .............. Live Oak, Florida 
Rev. L.O. V. Eads •••••.•••••••••••••••••• Tampa, Florida 
Bro. Claude Davis ~ • • • .. • • • • •••••••••••••• Perry, Florida 
Rev. T.F. Carlton, Rt. 1, Box 438 ; •••••••••.••• Perry, Florida 

COMMITTEES · · 

l'reaching . •..••..•....•.•.•... -..•.. ~-.Jake City Church 
Temperance ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• St. Johns Church 
Fina.Ilce .••.•••••.•.•••.•.•.•• ~ •.• ·• .•.•.• Tampa Church 
Planning ••••••••••••••••••••••• Suwannee Springs Church 
Education ••.••••.•.••••.•.•••.•.....•. Macedonia Church 
Resolutions • • • • ••••••••••••••••••••••• Oak Hill Church 
Obituaries • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••. Mt. Carmel Church 
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.. 
PROCEEDINGS 

North Florida Association of FreeWillBaptistconvenedwith the Mt. 
Carmel Church for the 65th Annual Meeting. Se:rvices opened with 
the .. congregation singing "I Feel Like Traveling In." Prayer by Rev. 
Edgar Albright followed by the congregation singing "When The Roll 
Is Called Up Yonder.'' Bro. Owen led in prayer. Bro. Claude Davis 
brought the Devotion from the 23rd Psalms. 

Call for letters . 
Lake City - No delegates 

. Tampa - Sis. Wilda Mae Rice 
Oak Hill - Sister · Nell Touchton, Sis. Shirley Stewart and Sis. 

Hilly Ward.· 
St. Johns - Bro. Phil Lee, Sis and Bro. Don Pettis 

· · Mt. Carmel - Bro. G.W. Cope, Sis. Mary A. Davis, and Sis. Mattie 
Touchton. · 

Macedonia - No Delegates 
Suwannee Springs .. Bro. and Sis. Marion Lamb and Sis Lois 

McKnight. 
Motion made and carried to seat delegates and accept letters. 
Call for Petitionary letters - None 

. Visiting Brethen - None . 
Corresponding Messengers .. Bro. Ernest Owens.· . . . 

Minutes read and accepted as read. 
New Business - - -
Rev. W.W. Espy, Tampa, ask for a letter of recommendation to the 

Central Florida Association. Motion made and carried to grant letter. 
Rev. c. Curtis Sheets, Tampa, ask for a letter of recommenda

tion to the Central Florida Association. Motion made and carried to 
grant letter. 

The First Free Will Baptist Church of Tampa ask for a letter 
of recommendation to join (Central Fla.) Victory Association. Motion 
made and carried to grant letter. 

Bro. Ernest Owen gave a talk about the conferenc~s in the area 
getting together an forming an association that we might all work to
gether and have a better Youth Camp. 

Motion made and carried to send a Delegate to Panama City Oct, 
15, 1966. . . 

Adjourned til after Lunch. 

-The Preaching Committee appointed Rev. Curtis Sheets to bring the 
morning message. Rev •. Sheets brought a wonderful message from 
Hebrew 2:1-3 verses.The topic was "How People Are Cutting;Corners 
on God.'' A prayer of dedication around the Alter. 
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· AFTERNOON SESSION 

After a delicious lunch ·and wonderful Fellowship the meeting 
opened with the congregation singing "It Is. Joy Unspeakable and 
Full of Glory" followed by Prayer by Bro. Lanzy Grubbs. 

Motion made and carried to send Sis Arlene Davis as delegate to 
Panama City. . 

Rev. Dalton read the letter of appreciation from Rev. Joe Turner 
expressing his thanks for the $100.00 to help buy his home. 

Treasurer report read and approved as read. . 
Moderator appointed a committee to check the Record and Finance 

Book at the request of Bro. Rice. 
Election of officers - - -
Moderator- Rev. Floyd Dalton 
Sec. & Treas. - Sister Mary A. Davis 
Assistant Moderator - Bro. Claude Davis. 
Rev. Dalton requested the names and addresses of all Ministers 

Deacons, and the Ordaining Council. 
Committee reported that records and treasurer books in order. . 
Delegates to State Association Nov. 2, 3, 4, Sis. Davis, Sis4 Dalton 

and Sis Pettis. 
Rev. Albright gave oral thanks to Host Church. 
Motion made and carried to Adjourn. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS AS ADOPTED 

• 

Planning Committee 
-

We the planning.committee recommend that the Association meet at 
the following churches. 
Semi-Annual--.- April 29, 1967, St. Johns, Perry, Florida 
Annual ••••• - - • October 7, 1967 Macedonia, Monticello, Florida 

Suwannee Springs 
Live Oak, Florida 

Resolutions Committee 

Be it resolved that . the North Florida Association of Free Will 
Baptist promote and work for those programs that tend to spread the 
Gospel of Christ and for the growth of our Free Will Baptist Churches. 

Oak Hill, Free Will Church 
Live Oak, Florida 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Temperance 

We fully believing that drinking alcoholic beverages to be a. Sin give 
a.s Evidence the 11th Verse of the 5th chapter of Isaiah.' 11Woe Unto 
them that rise up early in the morning that they may follo\'1 strong 

' dri~; That continue until night til Wine inflame them," we also be-
lieve that we should be temperant in all things, except our work for 
the Lord. · 

St. Johils Free Will Baptist 
Church, Perry, Florida 

Finance Committee 

SuwaiUlee Springs ............ ~ ••••..•.•. · •...•. -• . . $11.00 
Lake City • • • • • • • . • . • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 20.00 
Tampa ••••.••••• -•• -••••.•••••••••••••• -••••••• 10.00 
Oak Hill •.•••••••.•.•••.•.•.•••.•.••• ~ •••.• ~ • 10.00 
Macedonia •. · .••.•.....•..••.•.•.•.•.•.•••.•• · •. '16.00 
St. Jolms •••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ~ •••.•••••••• 20.00 
l-1t. Carmel .•.•.••..•.•••• -•..•. -•.•...•••...•.•. -50.00 

First Church,· Tampa 

COMMITTEES 
Preaching . • . • ...•.•.••...•...•.•.•.•.•...• Lake City 
. Terilperance . • ... ~ .... _ ..................... M t. Carmel 
Finance .............................. Suwannee Springs 
Planning .; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • -. . . . . ~ .•.•. Macedonia 
Education .- .•......•.. ... · •.......•...•...•.•.• Oak Hill 
ResolutiOns ...................... ~ ...•.••.••••.•• LaKe City 
Obituary . • . • . . . -. . • .•....••.•.•.•.•.••••••••.... 

Card of Thanks to Host Church 
-

We the members of the members churches of the North Florida 
· Association wish to express our appreciation to Mt. Carmel Church 

for the fellowship and close communionfeltandfor the wonderful meal 
enjoyed by all. -· · · · 

Lake City Free Will Church 
Lake City, Florida 
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ORDAINED MINISTERS OF THE NORTH FLORIDA 
ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTIST 

Rev. J.B. Stewart, Rt. 5, Box 270 • • • • • • . . . .Live Oak, Flo.rida 
Rev. E.J. Norman, 1816 N. 17th St. ._ •• Batonrouge, Louis1ana 
Rev. Edgar Albright, 1011 s. Marion St. •••••• Lake City, Florida. 
Rev. Floyd Dalton, Box 106 •••••••••••••• Quitman, Georgia 
Rev. J.H. Turner, 211 South Blair St. •••••• Perry, Florida 
Rev. Kenneth Grubbs, Rt. 1, Box 140 •••••••• Perry, Florida 
Rev. Franklin Carlton, Wt. 1, Box 358 •••••• Perry, Florida 
Rev. Groover Mathis, P .0. Box 603 ••••••••• Perry, Florida 

DEACONS OF THE NORTH FLORIDA ASSOCIATION 
OF FREE WILL BAPTIST 

· Bro. Fred Stokly • • ••••••••••••••••• Monticello, Florida 
Bro. Walter Fulford • • • • • • •••••••••• Monticello, Florida 
Bro. Bernard Peters • • • • •••••••••••• Monticello, Florida 
Bro. Robert Jordon • • • • • • ••••••••••• Monticello, Florida 
Bro. H.L. McKnight, Route 3 • • • • •••••••• Live Oak, Florida 
Bro. R. W. McKnight, Route 3 • • • • •••••••• Live Oak, Florida 
Bro. W.O. Carter, Rt. 3, Box 162 •••••••••• Live Oak, Florida 
Bro. R.E.(Gene) Carter ••••••••••••••••• Live Oak, Florida 
Bro. R.J. Bonds, Rt. 5, Box 275 •••••••••••• Live Oak, Florida 
Bro. O.M. Bonds, Rt. 5, Box 275 ••••••••••• Live Oak, Florida 
Bro. S.D. Baldwin , Rt 4, Box 5 ••••••••••• Lake City, Florida 
Bro. Lanzy Grubbs, Rt. 1, Box 185 •••••••••• Perry, Florida 
Bro. Claude Davis, 614 W. Leon St ••••••••••• Perry, Florida 
Bro.· Hugh Davis, 817 N. Quincy •••••••••••• Perry, Florida 
Bro. Robert Odom, Rt. 1, .Box 465 •••••••••• Perry, Florida 
Bro. Luther Sadler, Rt. 1, Box 446 ••••••••• Perry, Florida 
Bro. Robert L. Gray, Jr., Rt. 1, Box 436 •••••• Perry, Florida 

LICENSED MINISTER 

Rev. Shadle Baldwin, Rt. 4, Box 5, Lake City, Florida 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
. . 

·. Money Received 
• • 

Balance brought forward Oct. 1, 1965 •••••••••••••• $ 338.31 
Annual meeting at St. Johns Oct. 2, 1965 •••••••• ~ _. •• -. ··. 88.00 
Semi - Annual· meeting at Lake City May 28, 1965 • • • • • • 148.25 
Special Collection at Lake City May 28, 1965 • • • • • • • • 64.56 

$ 639.12 

. 

Disbursements 

. 
1-:lodetator -~ -~- . · = ••• - •••••••••••••••••••••• - •••• $ 50.00 
10 per cent to State Free Will Baptist Treasurer • • • • • • . • · 8.80 
Clerk··-- Treasurer ....•.......•.• •-· ._ ..... _ .. , .... 50.00 

· -¥.S .. Bank' Ch3.rge ...•.•.. _ .• .- •. ~ ••• •"• •••. _ •. -•• · .30 
Ass. Fee to State Association •••••••••••••••••••.• 20.00 

· Delegates· EXpenses to State Association .: ••• ~ •••••• ~--, · 12.00 
Publishing 300 Minutes • • . • ••••••••••••• ~ •••• ; • 98.00 
Typing· and mailing minutes • • • ~ .. ~ ....... ~ • ~ • • • • 4.50 

_ Gave · Bro; Turner for House Payment • • •••• ; • • • • • • 100.00 
, 10 .per cent to State Free Will Baptist Treasurer • , •••• 14.82 

. Evangelist to Ocala Church • • ~- •• ; ; •••••••• · •• ~ ••• 60.00 
. . . . 

• ·. . .... Total Disbursements •••• · ••••• ~ •••••• ~ •••• $418.40 
·- • .. Leaves Balance October 8, 1966 ••• ! •• .-•• ~ •• · ••••• $220.70 

. 
. . 
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Constitution _ 
Article I. l11is shall be the constitution of the North Florida Association 

of Free Will Baptists. 
Article 2. The obJeCt of the annual conference shall be h promflte 

Christ's Kingdom among. men by llleans of strict conformity to the Holy 
Scriptures. 

. Article 3. This conference shall be composed of ministers and active 
deacons who arc members of churches belonging to this body, and of dele
gates from these churches. Each church shall have three delegates for the 
first 100 members or fraction thereof and one additional delegate fnr l'ach 
additional 100 members or fraction thereof . 

• 
Article 4. ·n1e delegates from each church shall bear to the confnl'lllt' .1 

letter c~rtifyi~g- their appointment, showing t~e condi!ion and statistic~ of the 
church and gmng a statement of all funds raised durmg the year for tlmnm-
inational or other benevolent purposes. · 

Article 5. Meetings: ( 1) The sessions of this association shall he held 
on Saturday before the second Sunday in October. 

( 2) This association shall sponsor a quarterly meeting to be held on 
Saturday before the fifth Sunday in each ,quarter whose representation shall 
be the same as that of the association . 

• 

Article 6. Finances: ( 1) The general expense of the association shall 
he provided by each church according to its ability. The moderator and cl~rk 
sh~ll receive fifty dollars ($50.00) each per year, nnd the re"'..ainder of\ 
the money shall be nscd for minutes. postage and any other expense that 
mav occur. . . 

· ( 2) Each cllurch is requested to send 10% of its income to the treasurer 
of the quarterly meetings, and the association, for the different phases of the 
denominational work. 

Article i. The officers of this bodv shall be a moderator. an assistant 
• 

moderator and a sccrct<~ry-treasurcr, who shall be elected annually for a term 
of one year and shall be assisted, if needed, by out-going officers .. These 
officers shall be installed at the close of each annual session. 

Article 8. This conference may at each regular meeting elect as many 
boards or standing committees as may be necessary in carf)·in!; out its bcne\'0-
lent purposes. These shall keep a record of their proceedings and make a 

·report at each regular meeting of the conference. · 

RECOMMENDED CHURCH DECORUM 

1. Each local church is a distinct and independent organization with 
full authority to manage its own internal affairs, elect its officers, receive, 
dismiss, discipline and exclude members. But this principle of independence 
is not held as a law of isolation; on the contrary; churches conveniently 
situated associate and co-operate in all things which tend to advance ·the 
common caLise of Christ's Kingdom on earth. 

9 



Z. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last conference in 
the ;mociational year; or if it prefer.s, it may choose a pastor for an indefinite 
length of time, to col)t1nue from year to year, as long as they may deem it 
proflfahlc to keep up the connection. . . 

3. \Vhcn a pastor wishes to rcsigri a church he shall glVe the church a 
sixty ( 60) dav notice; or when the church wishes to call a pastor it shall give 
the present pastor a sixty ( 60) day notice. · 

4. The pastor shall he moderator of the church, butwhen the.moder
ator is ahscnt or docs not sit, the members of the church shall select one of 
the deacons to sit in his place. 

~- There shall be two or more deacons in the church whose duty it shall 
be to ~upcrin tend the collection and distribution of all contributions,· and to 
assist the pastor in a·dministration of the Lord's Supper .Jnd \Vashing the 
Saint's Feet. · 

6. 11tc deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect to 
partake of the Lord's Supper and cndca\"or to ascertain the cause that the 
same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary. 

7. Some suitable member shall be elected clerk and it shall be his duty 
to do aH the recordings and writing pertaining to the business of the church 
.and to preserve a filP. of the minutes of the association. · 

. ·. 8. When a clerk is elected, all of the books, minutes, etc., belonging to 
the church shall be delivered to the church, then to the new clerk. 

. 9. Some suitable member shall be elected treasurer whos~ dutv it shall 
beto distribute aiUunds as directed by the church. · 

, I 0 .. '\ board of trustees shall be elected to serve indefinitely. They shall 
hold title to all property and convey said property in the discretion of a four
fifths (4/5) majority of those present in conference after announcement of 
at least. thirty ( 30) days in advance. . . . 

II. Conference shall be opened and conducted as follows:· ( 1) Prayer 
unless di,·ine service has just been concluded and •1sually then; {2). invite 
visitors to s~ats; ( 3) read minutes of last conference;. ( 4) read the treasurer's 
report: ( ~) check absentees; (6) call for acknowledgements; {7) ask for 
commitftT reports; (8) call matters of dealing; (9) elect officers when elec
tiom arc due: ( 10) call for new and miscellaneous business; { 11) close by 
motion ;md vote, and with appropriate services. 

. . . 
12. lt shall bt• the duty of every church member to attend each con

ference meeting, if possible, for at that time the pastor is requested to .instruct 
tht' < hmch by giving plain and pointed lessons on doctrine, discipline and 
rub of holy living. 

I). Any male member who shall fail to attend, or request ext:mption 
tlnt't' succt'~sive conference. meetings, and any chnrch member who. may be 
gcnL"rall~ rnni~~ in attending meetings of the church shall be cited to appear 
in rnnfncnn· and answer for his or her conduct; but the church may exempt 
uH·mhcrs from this upon their request. 

14. \\'hen the moderator calls for absentees, the clerk shall info&m the 

10 



· church which male members ha .. -e lx-en absent from three successive con
ferences, and the moderator shall appoint some brethren to cite e;1ch nf them 
~then~tconkrencc. ·. · ·.·. ·.' 

15; A vote shall not be taken upon a question without .1 mn1e .md scr· 
Qnd, and on all Important questions the vote shall he t.1kcn h1 ri,in~ tn tht· 
feet. 

16. Visitors called in as hclp from sister churches sha II he pmmttnl tn 
speak, make motions or seconds, but they shall not mte . 

. 

17. A motion to amend shall be the onlr motion in order while annther 
move and second is before the conference, except a motion to tahk. 

18. No member shalllea,·e the house durin~ conference without" "lffl· 
eient cause, nor engage in com-crsation or whispering without twin<; nllt-d to 
order by the moderator. . · · · 

19. All discussions in confcrencc must be conducted with c:dmne" .nlll 
good feeling. Those who speak must rise to their feet. and keep to the point 
in debate. . 

• < ' -

.. 20. No one shall speak more than three times on tiu: same suhjtTt with· 
out permission from the moderator, nor shall th¢ remarks of :myone. be lun!,;t:r 
than five minutes without permission of the conference. . . 

• 

2L \Vhen the moderator speaks he must address some brother as mod
erator until he finishes speaking. 

. . 
• 

. · 22. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it be necessary 
to call him to order. . .. · . ~ .. · ·· · 

23. No member shall be expl'llcd unless he has been cited verhally N in 
writing to attend his trial provided his residence be known to the church. 

2-L Expelled members may be restored to fellowship on their pdition if 
their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sincerely 

· rcpen ted of their former evi' · 
< - ' ' 

25. \Vhen a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced he shall 
.ot be examined until the church has agreed to hear the testimony of the 

witness. 
• 

26. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement shall 
be ·recorded in the church book. 

27. Only members in good standing are dismissed from the church, and 
these for. no other reason than to unite with some other church. Such 
members receive letters of honorable dismission, but are under the watch 
care of the same church until they are received into some other. A with- · 
drawal without such letter is equivalent to excommunication and treated as . 
such by the church. · . . ·. . · 

28. Any person who confes5t5 Chri!t may join the church by letter, 
baptism, statement. or. restoration; but in all cases baptism must have been 
accomplished . 

. . . 

' 
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ASSOCIATION DECORUM-BYLAWS 

I. The moderator shall call the association and quarterly meeting to
gether as directed under the constitution. 

2. E,·cl")· minister, deacon and delegate shall attend. 

). The moderator shall see that order is preserved and submit all actions 
to the body. He shall have the same right of speech as any other member, 
but appoint some other brother as chairman while speaking. He shall not 
lmc the right to vote unless it be in case of a tie, th~.., '1e may cast the decid
ing \Ole. The moderator shall be ex-officio member of all boards and com
mittees. 

4. The vice-moderator shall assume the duties, rights and privileges of 
the moderator in his absence. 

5. No member of the general conference shall be at liberty to withdraw 
without lea\·c of the moderator. 

6. All business shall be brought before the body by a move and second. 
No person shall speak more than three times on the same subject, and not 
more than ten minutes each time without permission from the body. 

7. If ;my member, in the judgment of the conference, shall show anger 
in his discussion on any subject, he shall forfeit his seat in that conference. 

8. No minister, deacon or delegate shall, during the sitting nf the gen
eral conference, be at liberty to fill any place, as to preaching or hearing at 
the stage. only as liberty shall be granted by the conference. 

9. Only one person shall be allowed to speak at a time and he must· 
rise to his feet and address the moderator. No person shall be disturbed while 
speJking sn long ;:s he keeps to the point in debate, except by the moderator, 
and chen only to call him to order. The speaker must not use abusive lan
guage or personal reflections upon anyone. 

10. No minister shall be considered in good standing titat officiates in 
the rites of matrimony \\·here either party has been divorced after becoming 
a Cln istian, except it be for fornication. 

II. No minister or deacon shall be considered in good standing with 
this hody who lives or teaches contrary to the rules and regulations of this 
bod,· and the Bible. 

12. All ministers serving churches in this association shall preach at 
lc;;sl one sermon each year on doctrine and the covenant. 

l 3 No church shall be recognized in this body who does not commune 
md wash feet at least twice each year and who docs not have conference :tt 
l.:a~t <juarterly. The pastor's salary, number of conferences, and the number. 
,,f <:nn11mmion and feet washing services shall be contained in the associa
tional letter. 

l ~. Each conference shall open with suitable devotions and prayer and . 
cJ, ~se with prayer. 

1 S. The minutes of the confuence shall be signed by the moderator and 
·1··· .. l. (. ' ... 
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16. These bylaws may be 

jority vote. · · · · 
:mended in the general confer' nee by a rna-

, . ' . 

Church Covenant 
. Having been brought, as we believe, by divine grace to accept the Lord 

Jesus Christ as our .Saviour and Preserver, we do now solemnly and joyfully 
covenant and agree, by God's help, to walk together in brotherly love. · · 

\Ve,. therefore, enter into covenant as members of this church and as 
Christians, that we will watch over each other in love, sharing together each 

· · other's joys and sorrows; that we will not forsake the assembling of ourselves 
together, nor omit the great duty of prayer for ourselves and others; that 
by di,·ine assistance we will endeavor to hring up those under . our care in 
the nurture and admonition -of the Lord; that in all things we will strive to 

- exemplify our profession by a corresponding practice to abstain from all sinful 
conformity to the world,· to be. just in our dealings, faithful in our engage
m~nts, and to exemplary in all our dcpllitments; that we will abstain from 
the sale and use of-intoxicating liquors a~ a beverage; that we will sustain the 
worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrine of this church; that we will con

. tribute cheer-fully·, according to our ability, to the poor and the general spread 
of the gospeL . ·_ · · · . · · · · ·. . . . . 

THE ORGANIZATION OF A CHURCH -

_· . L When any number of belie~er;; desire to be organized into a Free 
Will Baptist church, they ~re examined by one· or more regular Free \Vill 
Baptist ministers · in reference to 'their. Christian character, _doctrine and 
ability to sustain a church, If the examination is satisfactory the applicants 
·arc organized into a church as follows: The Bible is presented as the only rule 

_.of faith and practice. The Church, Covenant __ is adopted. A prayer ·of con
. -secration is offered. The hand of fellowship is given and the officers are 

elected and installed. ' . . . 
- . 2. After being thus cons'tituted, they shall be at liberty out of the num
ber of regularly ordained ministers to choose a pastor who shall preside over 
them. ·· 

• 
:· . . THE MINISTRY 

. ' . " 

1. No member of our connection shall be at liberty to take upon himself 
. the public ministry of the Word unless he feels divine~y ~ned. and make !~

. . . . port of same to the church. -·If the church shall be satisfied With the quahfi
. cations and call of this person, she may grant him license to preach the gos-
pe!, signed by the pastor and clerk. _· _ • · · 

2. If he is found useful, the church may recommend said person to the 
ordaining council. The recommen?ation shall be sign~ by . the pastor and 
clerk of the church where the appl1cant holds membersh1p. · ·. _ . 

3. It shall be the duty of said council to examine such applicants as may 
come before them for ordination on the principles and doctrines of the Bible 
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and practices of the original· Free Will Baptist church, and on his ability to 
expound the gospel. If he is found wo!thy, said council shall furnish him 
with a certificate of ordination after they have ordained him by fasting, lay
ing on of hands, prayer, a charge and the hand of fellowship. 

4. \Vhen a minister of another denomination desires to unite with one 
of our churches as a minister, h~ first becomes a member of some church, 
then in his case the proceedings are the same as those in ordaining a licen
tiate. 

5. A. 111C minister, for disorder or transgression, shall be ·dealt with 
by the church where his name is enrolled, or by any church over which he 
presides as pastor. · 

B. The offended church shall report him by letter, signed by the clerk 
and the moderator, to the ordaining council who shall examine him. The · 
council will then cancel his credentials, put offender on probation as a licen
tiate, or hold him in good standing. vVhatever the finding, a full report will 
be made to offended church. 

6. The church against a minister shall not receive an accusation but at 
the mouth of two or three witnesses (Matthew 18:16). 

7. Ministers and preachers shall be considered members, and their names 
continue with the church where. they first became members-, until regularly 
dismissed. · 

ASSOCIATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
The committee shall be composed of one member from each church, 

recommended to the annual conference by the church. 
The moderator of the association shall act as chairman until the com-· 

mittee holds an organizati9nal meeting, at which a chairman and a secretary 
will be elected from its membership. A brief record of all business will be 
submitted to the annual conference for approval. 

DUTIES OF THE CoMMITTEE: 

I. To act on all matters pertaining· to the association as it is the -associa
tion between conferences. 

2. To settle difficulties between churches; to settle differences betw~n 
a church and a minister; and any other matter a local church is unable to set
tle. 

3. To assist other conference officers in furthering the goals ·Of this 
association and to aid ministers in proclaiming God's Word to all churches. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITII 
l. We believe that there is but one living true and eternal God, the 

Fathl'r, of whom arc all things from everlasting to everlastiJ)g, glorious and 
immutable in all His attlibutcs (1 Corinthians 8:6; Isaiah 40:28). 

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, the only begotten Son of God, born of the virgin Mary whom God 
freely sent into this world, because of the great love wherewith He loved the 
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world, and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all; tasting death for 
every man, who was buried and rose again the third day, and ascended into 
heaven from whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds of hea· 
ven at the last day to judge both the quick and the dead ( 1 Timothy 2:56; 
Hebrews 2:9; StJohn 3:16; Revelation 1:7; Acts 24:15; 1 John 2:2). 

· 3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of the 
Father through His dear Son, unto the world; who quiclteneth and draweth 
sinners home to God (St. John 16:7, 8; Acts 2:4; Ephesians 4:4-6; Ephesians 
2:1). 

4. We believe that in the beginning God made man upright and placed· 
him in a state of glory without the least mi:<ture of misery,.from which be 
voluntarily, by transgression fell, apd by· that means brought on himself a 
miserable and mortal state subject to death (Genesis 2:17, 3:19). • 

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish; but that 
all should come to repentance and· the knowledge of the truth, that they 
might be saved, for which end Christ hath commanded the gospel to be 
preached among.all nations and to every creature (Mark 16:15; Luke 21:47; 
John 3: 15-17; 1 Timothy 2:4). · 

6. \Ve believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ. who 
· died for him, but as the Scripture has said, for denying the Lord that. bought 

them because they believe not in the name of the only begotten Son of God, 
unb.elief therefore being the cause why the just and righteous God of heaven 
will condemn the children of men; it follo\\'S against all contradictions that all 
men at one time or another, are found in such capacity as that through the 
grace of God that may be eternally saved (Acts 17:30; Mark 6:6; Hebrews 
3:10; 1 John 5:10). · . · . · · ·. 

7, \Ve believe . the whole Scripture in infallibly true, and that ·they are 
the only rules of faith and practice (2Timothy 3:16, 17). 

· · 8. \Ve belic,·e in the doctrine of general provision made of God in 
Christ; for the benefit of all mankind who repent. and believe the.· gospel 
(Luke H:l6-20; Luke 13:3-5; Luke 24:47; Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 3:19; 
Mark 1: 15). . 

9. ·we believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy 
Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers His divine 
aid to all the human family, so as they all might be happy, would they give 
place to His divine teaching whereas such who would not receive the divine . 
impressions of His Holy Spirit shall at a future day, own their condemna
tion just, an.d.-cause themselves with their own damnation for mllfully reject
ing the offers of sovereign grace (Matthew 11 :27; St. John 6:44-65; Psalm 
1:1; Titus 2:11, 12; Jeremiah 22:29). 

10. \Ve believe;: that men, not considered simply as men, but" ungodly 
men, were of old ordained to condemnation, considering such who tum the 
grace of God into lascivioumess. denying the only Lord God and our Lord 
Jesus Christ who brought them, and therefore, .shall bring upon .them~lves 
swift destruction but we observe that they and such !he apostle wth because 
they receive not the love of the truth that they m~ght 1>e saved, therefore. 
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the indignation arid wrath of God is upon every soul of man that doeth evil, 
living and dying therein for there is no respect of persons with God (Judgee 
1:4; 2 Peter 2:1, 2; 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12; Romans 2:9-11). 

· · 11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually 
transgressed against the law of God, in their own persons are only subject to 
the ~irst death, which was brought on them by the fall of the first Adam 
and not that any of them dying in that state shall suffer punishment in hell 
by the guilt of Adam's sin, for of such .is the Kingdom of God ( 1 Corinthians 
15:2; Matthew 18:2-5; Mark 9:36, 37; Matthew 19:14); 

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving faith and that .· 
in the use of the means of grace, and not out of the use of those means, eter
nal life is promised to men (Revelation 22:14, 15; Isaiah 1:19, 20; Matthew 
7:8; Jeremiah 6:16; Luke 13:34, 35), · 

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scriptures for 
justification before God through his own works, power or ability, which he 
through Jesus Christ; believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imput
ed to all believers for their eternal acceptance with God (Romans 4:24; Acts 
8:20, 21). 

14. \Ve believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of Cod, so 
that God· knoweth whatever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed 
conditions. yet not having decreed any person to everlasting life, out of 
respect or mere choice, farther than He hath appointed the Godly unto life 
and the ungodly who die in sin unto death (Hebrews 4:13; Proverbs 8:22, 
31; Matthew 25:31-46) . 

. ·. 15. We believe, as touching gospel ordinances, in belie.ers' baptism, lay
ing on of hands, receiving of the sacrament in bread and wine, washmg the 
saints' .feet, anointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting, pray
er, smging praise to God and the public ministry of the Word, with every 
institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament (Mark 16:15., 
16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5-17; James 5:14). 

·16. We believe the gospel mode of water baptism is by immersion, and 
the believers are the only subjects for baptism (Matthew 3:16; Mark 1:9, 10; 
Acts 2:38, 39; Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12). 

· 17. We believe in a general resurrection of the dead and a final judg~ 
ment at the last day (John 5:28, 29; 2 Corinthians 5:10) ... 

. 18. We believe the happiness of the ri~hteous is eternal and the tor
ments of the wicked are endless (Matthew 25:46). · 
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