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ORDER OF BUSINESS

1. This body shall open after each adjournment with prayer.

2. Call for letters , read and enroll names of delegates, ministers,
and deacons present. o

3. Call for p_etitionary letters.
4, Invite visiting brethren fo sit with us,
5. Call for correSponding messengers.
6. Unfinished business,
7. New Business.
8. Execﬁtive_ and'a‘ppoir‘lted_committee reports.
9, Treasurer and ordaining council repofté.'
10, Election of Officers,
11, Installation of officers and appointing of committees,

12, Adjournment,



OFFICIALS OF THE NORTH FLORIDA ASSOCIATION OF
FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Moderator: Rev, Floyd Dalton . .............Quitman, Georgia
- Assistant Moderator: Claude Davis . . . . .......Perry, Florida
Clerk-Treasurer: Mary Alice Davis . . .. .......Perry, Florida

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Bro. Walter Fulford ... ... .+« es.0.0.....Monticello, Florida
Bro. T.J.Bonds..................... . JLive Oak, Florida
Bro. Wilburn Grubbs . . ¢« ¢« ¢ v 0 ¢ oo ceasseseae Perry, Florida
Bro. W.B. Courtney . . . .. ccoeeeseaeasa.q.rerry, Florida
Bro. Marion Lamb, .. e.eceveeeeesssens.live Oak, Florida

ORDAINING COUNCIL

Rev. J.H. Turner (Honorary) , 211 South Blair St. . . . Perry, Florida
Rev, J.B. Stewart, Rt. 5, Box2'70.. ceice s s ne e lee Oak, Florida
Rev. LOVEads.. cesesesssos s s TampaFlonda
Bro.Claude Davis , . v s eeeee o0 e e ec et ans .,-Perry,‘_Florida
Rev, T.F, Carlton, Rt. 1, Box438 . . .. veev... . .Perry, Florida

COMMITTEES

'Preachmg......................‘.......lakeC1tyChurch
TEMPEIANCE & 4 ¢ v vevneeoccocancaesesesas.St. Johns Church
FiNaNCe . o v eseececesosocecaccssssescsess tampaChurch
Planning o o v o v e eeeeeeseseeeesss.uwannee Springs Church
Educatmn............................MacedomaChurch
Resolutions « . ¢ v evevevveesceenoeessasas. . OakHill Church
Obituarjes . . . ... ...Mt Carmel Church

e T e




PROCEEDINGS

North Florida Association of Free Will Baptist convened with the Mt,
Carmel Church for the 65th Annual Meeting, Services opened with
the” congregation singing “I Feel Like Traveling In.”” Prayer by Rev,
Edgar. Albright followed by the congregation singing ¢“When The Roll
Is Called Up Yonder.”” Bro, Owen led in prayer, Bro. Claude Davis
brought the Devotion from the 23rd Psalms, | |

Call for letters - -

Lake City - No delegates

- Tampa - Sis, Wilda Mae Rice ‘

- QOak H111 - Sister Nell Touchton, Sis Shirley Stewart and S1s
Hilly Ward, =

St. Johns - Bro, Phil Lee, Sis and Bro. Don Pettis

~Mt. Carmel - Bro, G.W, Cope S1s Mary A, Davis and Sis Matt1e
Touchton, |

Macedonia - No Delegates

Suwannee Springs - Bro, and Sis. Marion Lamb and Sis Lois
McKnight,

Motion made and carried to seat delegates and accept letters.

Call for Petitionary letters - None | |
~ _Visiting Brethen ~ None |
~ Corresponding Messengers Bro. Ernest Owens
. Minutes read and accepted as read.
~ New Business = = - |

Rev, W, W, Espy, Tampa, ask for a letter of recommendatmn to the
Central Florida Association, Motion made and carriedto grant letter.

Rev. C. Curtis Sheets, Tampa, ask for a letter of recommenda-
tion to the Central Florlda Assoc1at10n Motion made and carr1ed to
grant letter,

The First Free Will Baptist Church of Tampa ask for a letter
-of recommendation to join (Central Fla,) Victory Association. Motion
made and carried to grant letter, .

Bro. Ernest Owen gave a talk about the conferences in the area
getting together an forming an assoclation that we might all work to-
gether and have a better Youth Camp.

Motion made and carried to send a Delegate to Panama Clty Oct
15, 1966, - =

Adjourned til after Lunch

The Preaching Committee appointed Rev. Curtis Sheets to bring the
morning message. Rev, Sheets brought a wonderful message from
Hebrew 2:1-3 verses.The topic was ‘‘How People Are Cutting/Corners
on God.”” A prayer of dedication around the Alter,



AFTERNOON SESSION

After ‘a delicious lunch:and wonderful Fellowship the meeting

opened with the congregation singing “If Is Joy Unspeakable and
Full of Glory’’ followed by Prayer by Bro. Lanzy Grubbs.

“Motion made and carried tfo send Sis Arlene Davls as delegate to
Panama City, B

~ Rev, Dalton read the letter of appreciation from Rev, Joe Turner

expressing his thanks for the $100,00 to help buy his home,
Treasurer report read and approved as read.

Moderator appointed a committee to check the Record and Finance

Book at the request of Bro. Rice.
Election of officers = = «
Moderator - Rev, Floyd Dalton
Sec, & Treas, - Sister Mary A, Davis
Assistant Moderator - Bro. Claude Davis.

Rev. Dalton requested the names and addresses of all Mlmsters |

Deacons, and the Ordaining Council.

| Comrmttee reported that records and treasurer books in order ,

- Delegates to State Association Nov 2 3, 4 Sis. Daws S1s‘Dalton
~ and Sis Pettis,
" Rev. Albright gave oral thanks to Host Church

Motion made and carried to Adjourn,

COMMITTEE REPORTS AS ADOPTED
Planning Committee

We the plannmg commlttee recommend that the Assocmtmn meet at
the following churches.
Semi-Annual - - » = April 29, 1967 St. Johns Perry, Florida -
Annual - -memmoa October 1, 1967 Macedoma Montlceuo Florlda
Suwannee Springs |
‘Live Oak, Florida

Resolutions Commiftee o

- Be it resolved that the North Florida Association of Free Will
Baptist promote and work for those programs that tend to spread the
Gospel of Chrlst and for thegrowthofour Free Will Baptist Churches.,

. Oak Hill, Free Will Church
lee Oak Florida




'COMMITTEE REPORTS

- Temperance

We fully believing that drinking alcoholic beverages to be 2 Sin give
as Evidence the 11th Verse of the 5th chapter of Isaiah,” “Woe Unto
them that rise up early in the morning that they may fellm1 strong
drink; That continue until night til Wine inflame them,”’ we also be-
lieve that we should be temperant in all thmgs except our work for
the Lord. |

St. Johns Free Will Baptlst
Church, Perry, Florida -

Finance Committee

SuwanneeSprmgs.............................. $1100
Lake Cily v vavovnveceseeesevesocnsasssncasneass 20,00
TAMPa s e sseneavoesosansosassancsaneacssssass 10,00
OakHill i seevevocasseocsssennsascasesncasssasss 10,00
Macedonia « voeevesecocosonssntasnssesrcscnseses 16,00
Sl JohNS & v st ceetecosncocsccosesnscssonesesses20.00
M, Carmel .o cveunnecneoosoneossenasnonssnasss 0,00
| First Church, Tampa | o

| COMMITTEES
Preaclnng................................LakeC1ty
TEeMPEIANCE 4 oo oo sasssoesnsoanseossnsasasesaMt. Carmel
FINANCE 4, 4 ¢ ¢ o s et vonsnsesosoessesassssUwannee Springs
Planning.....................'.....;......_.Macedonia
EdUcation v v o 4 o c'c o sonovesseosnenssoaneensssssOakHill
ReSolutions . vvvveveasvanesaasscnssnsseessssbakeCity
Oblfuary . 4 v o v e v 3 it tentenscenesssnscnansassnanss

Card of Thanks to Host Church |

We the members of the members churches of the North Florida
- Association wish to express our appreciation to Mt. Carmel Church
- for the fellowsh1p and close commumon felt and for the wonderful meal
enjoyed by all

- Lake City Free Will Church

~ Lake City, Florida



ORDAINED MINISTERS OF THE NORTH FLORIDA
ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTIST

‘Rev. J.B. Stewart, Rt, 5, Box 270 . ..... = ..Live Oak, Florida
Rev. E.J. Norman 1816 N, 17th St. ... . Batonrouge Louismna
Rev, Edgar Albrlght 1011 S. Marion St. ... ... Lake City, Florida
Rev. Floyd Dalton, Box 106 . . . ...« ...... Quitman, Georgia
Rev., J.H, Turner 211 South Blalr St. + .... Perry, Florida
Rev. Kenneth Grubbs Rt. 1, Box 140 . .......Perry, Florida
Rev. Franklin Carlton Wt. 1, Box 358 . .....Perry, Florida
Rev., Groover Mathis, P.O, Box 603 « &« coceen .Perry, Florida

DEACONS OF THE NORTH FLORIDA ASSOCIATION
OF FREE WILL BAPTIST

"Bro. Fred Stokly . & ¢ « v oo veaseteoee.as.Monticello, Florida
Bro. Walter Fulford . . . « . «++.4.0...0.Monticello, Florida
Bro. Bernard Peters . « « « o «o..e..s...Monticello, Florida
Bro. Robert Jordon . . « « ¢ ««es0q00.04.Monticello, Florida
Bro. H.L., McKnight, Route 3 ... .........Live Oak, Florida -
Bro, R.W, McKnight, Route 3 ... ......... Live Oak, Florida
- Bro, W.0, Carter, Rt. 3, Box 162 . ......... Live Oak, Florida
Bro., R.E.,(Gene) Carter « « « « ceeeveeeee.s. Live Oak, Florida
Bro. R.J. Bonds, Rt, 5, Box275 ............0ive Oak, Florida
Bro. O.M. Bonds, Rf. 5, Box 275 . 4. ¢se...q.Live Oak, Florida
Bro. S.D, Baldwin , Rt 4, Box 5 .........%.Lake City, Florida
Bro. Lanzy Grubbs, Rf{. 1, Box 18 ..........Perry, Florida
- Bro, Claude Davis, 614 W, Leon St. . . .e......Perry, Florida
Bro.  Hugh Davis, 817 N, Quiney . « v¢+4......Perry, Florida
Bro. Robert Odom Rf{. 1, Box 465 « «+ee0sse.. Perry, Florida
Bro. Luther Sadler Rt. 1 Box 446 . ........Perry, Florida

Bro. Robert L, Gray, Jr., Rt, 1, Box 436......Perry, Florida

LICENSED MINISTER

Rev. Shadie Baldwin, Rt. 4, Box 5, Lake City, Florida |



TREASURER'S REPORT
: Money Received- o

Balance brought forward Oct 1, 1965 G s cecacecenasa $ 338.31
Annual meeting at St, Johns Oct 2,1965 . ... vive.- 88,00
Semi - Annual meeting at Lake C1ty May 28,1965...... 148,25
Spec1al Collectlon at Lake City May 28 1965 oo sa e 64,56

- $ 639.12

Disbursements

" Modefator < v v+ aansn. e eeeeeeeeii.$ 50.00
-’10 per cent to State Free Will Baptist Treasurer . .e..... 8.80

,Clerk - Treasurer ® 8 8 # § U U 4 B 6 8 4 B S S ® O e s s 0P LI ‘-'c . 50 00
MS Bank Charge .'..' A & o ®. e -_-g.'.u_-gcfnta_i.ae -I'-aa 30
~ 'Ass. Fee to State Association . . « ccvevenenases . 20,00

- Delegates Expenses to State Assomatlon . 12 00
" Publishing 300 Minutes . « « &« ¢« teeenssscanssns ' 98.00

" Typing’ and mailing minutes . . . . . 4,50

Gave Bro; Turner for House Payment . . «e.eioee... 100.00

. 10 per cent to State Free Wlll Baptlst Treasurer che ey 14,82

P S

‘--Evangehst to Ocala Church )t siieescadacsesese 60 00

o "'. Total Dlsbursements e tae e dee .« . $418 40
Leaves Balance October 8, 1966 .. ceteeccaasees $220.70



Corisfh‘ufion

‘Article 1. This shall be the constitution of the North Florida Association
of Pree Will Baptists.

Article 2. The object of the annual conference shall be to promote

Christ’s Kingdom among men by wmeans of strict conformity to the Holy
Scriptures.

~ Article 3. This conference shall be composed of ministers and active
deacons who are members of churches belonging to this body, and of dele-
gates from these churches. Each church shall have threc delegates for the

first 100 members or fraction thereof and onc additional delegate for cach
additional 100 members or fraction thereof.

Article 4. The delegates from each church shall bear to the confuum N
letter cﬁrtlfwng their appointment, showing the condition and statistics of the

church and giving a statement of all funds raised during the year for denom-
inational or other benecvolent purposes.

Article 5. Meetings: (1) The sessions of this association shall be held
on Saturday before the sccond Sunday in October.

(2) This association shall sponsor a quarterly meeting to be held on
Saturday before the fifth Sunday in each quarter whose representation shall
be the samce as that of the association.

Article 6. Finances: (1) The general expense of the association shall
be provided bv cach church according to its ability. The moderator and clerk
shall receive fifty dollars (350.00) each per year, and the remainder of,

the moncy shall be uscd for minutes, postage and any other cxpense that
may occur.

(2) Each church is rcquested to send 10% of its income to the treasurer

of thc quarterly mcetings, and the association, for the different phascs of the
denominational work,

Article 7. 'The officers of this bodv shall be a moderator, an assntant
moderator and a sccretarv-treasurcr, who shall be elected annually for a term
of onc vear and shall be assisted, if needed, by out-going offncers These
officers slm]l be installed at the close of each annual session.

Article 8. This conference may at each regular meeting elect as many
boards or standing committces as may be necessary in carrying out its benevo-
lent purposes. Thesc shall keep a record of their proceedmgs and rmke a
report at cach regular meeting of the conference.

RECOMMENDED CHURCH DECORUM

1.- Each local church is a distinct and independent organization with
full authority to manage its own internal affairs, elect its officers, receive,
dismiss, discipline and cxclude members. But this principle of mdepcndcncc
is not held as a law of isolation; on the contrary, churches conveniently
situated associafc and co-operate in all things which tend to advance the
common causc of Christ’s Kingdom on earth.



2. The church may choose a pastor annually at the last conference in
the associational year; or if it prefers, it may choose a pastor for an indefinite
length of time, to continue from vear to year, as long as they may decm it
profitable to keep up the connection. -

3. When a pastor wishes to resign a church he shall give thc church a
sixtv (60) day notice; or when the church wishes to call a pastor it shall give
the present pastor a sixty (60) dav notice,

4. The pastor shall be modcrator of the church, but when the moder-
ator is absent or does not sit, the mcmbcrs of thc church shall select one of
the deacons to sit in his placc

5. There shall be two or morc deacons in the church whose duty 1t shall
be to superintend -the collection and distribution of all contributions,-and to

assist’ the pastor in admmlstratlon of the Lords Supper and \Vashmg the
Saint’s Feet. = -

6. The deacons sha]l take notice of such members as refuse or neglect to
partake of the Lord’s Supper and endecavor to ascertain the cause that the
same may be laid before the church in confercnce 1if necessary.

Somc suitable member shall be elected clerk and it shall be his duty
to do all the recordings and writing pertaining to the business of the church
and to preserve a file of the minutes of the association. '

. 8. When a clerk is elected, all of the books, minutes, etc., belongmg to
| 'thc church shall be delivered to the church, then to the new c]erk

9. Some suitable member shall be elected treasurcr whose dutv 1t slnll
be to dlstnbute all funds as directed by the church..

'10. A board of trustees shall be elected to serve mdcfmlte]y Thev sha]] _-
lm]d title to all property and convey said property in the discretion of a four-
- fifths (4/5) majority of those present in conference after announccment of |
at kast thirty (30) days in advance.

11. Conference shall be opened and conducted as follows (1) Pra'ycr
unless divine service has just been concluded and usually then; (2).invite
visitors to seats; (3) read minutes of last conference; (4) read the treasurer’s
report: (5) check absentecs; (6) call for acknowledgements; (7) ask for
committee reports; (8) call matters of dealing; (9) elect officers. when elec-
tions are duc; (10) call for new and miscellaneous busmess (11) close bv
motion and vote, and with appropriate services. |

12. It s]m]l be the duty of everv church mcmbcr to attend each con-
ference meeting, if possible, for at that time the pastor is requested to.instruct

the church by giving plam and pomted Icssons on doctrine, discipline and
rules of holy lmng :

~ 15, Any male member who shall fail to attend, or requcst exemption
three successive conference meetmgs and any chnrch member who may be
generally Temiss in attending meetings of the church shall be cited to appear

in conference and answer for his or her conduct; but the church may cxcmpt
members from this upon their request, |

14. When the moderator calls for absentces the clerk shall mform thc

10



" church which male members have been absent from three successive con-

ferences, and the moderator shall appomt some brethrcn to cite cach of them
to the next conference. | |

- 15 A vote shall not be taken upon a question without a4 move and sec-

gnd, and on all important questions the vote shall he taken In rsing to the
feet. =

16. Visitors called in as hclp frorn sxster churches shall he penmatted to
speak, mdke motions or scconds, but they shall not vote.

17. A motion to amend shall be the only motion in ordt.r u.lult. mnthu o
move and second is before the conference, except a motion to table.

18. No member shall leave the house during conference without a suffr.

cient cause, nor engage in conversation or whlspcrmg mthnnt bemg called to
order by the moderator. | -

19. All discussions in conference must be conductcd with calmness and
good fecling. Those who speak must rise to their fcct. and keep to the point
~ 1n debate. |

. 20. No onc shall spcaL more than three times on tue same sub]ur w :th ey
out permission from the moderator, nor shall th¢ remarks of anyonc be louger
than five minutcs without permission of the conference.

21. When the modcerator speaks he must address some brother as mod B

~erator until he finishes speaking.

o 22, No one shall be mtermpted while speaking unless it ‘be net.csnry.
to call Inm to order. .

23. No mcmber shall be expelled unless he has been cited verhally or in
writing to attend his trial provided his residence be known to the church.

24. }:.\pclled members may be restored to fc]lowshlp on their pc tition if

their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have smcercly__- |
'rcpcntcd of their former evi! |

~25. When a w1tncss, not a member of thc church, is mtroduccd he sh 111
.ot bc cxamined until the church has agreed to hear the testimony of the

- w1tness

| 26. The evidence in cxery case of dcalmg and acknowlcdacmcnt shall -
~ be recorded in the church book. -

~27. Only members in good standing are dismissed from the church and
these for no other reason than to unite with some other church. Such
members receive letters of honorable dismission, but are under the watch
care of the same church until they are received into some other. A with-

drawal without such lctter 1s cquwalcnt to cxcommumcatlon and treated as
such by the church.. . | |

28. Any person who confesses Chmt may join thc church by letter,
baptism, statement, or restoration; but in all cases baptwm must havc been
accomphshed S
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ASSOCIATION DECORUM—BYLAWS

I. The moderator shall call the association and quarterly meeting to-
gether as directed under the constitution.

Z. Every minister, dcacon and delegate shall attend.

3. The modecrator shall sce that order is preserved and submit all actions
to the body. He shall have the same right of speech as any other member,
but appoint some other brother as chairman while speaking. He shall not
have the night to vote unless it be in case of a tie, the: ™e may cast the decid-

mg vote. The moderator sha]l be ex-officio member of all boards and com-
mit.t_ccs.

3. The vice-moderator shall assume the duties, rights and privileges of
the ‘moderator 1n his absence.

5. No member of the general conference shall be at liberty to withdraw
without leave of the moderator.

6. -All business shall be brought bcforc the body by 2 move and second.
No person shall spcak more than threc times on the same subject, and not
more than ten minutes each time without permission from the body.

7. If any member, in the iudgment of the conference, shall show anger;'
in his discussion on any subject, he shall forfeit his seat in that conference,

8. No minister, deacon or delegate shall, during the sitting of the gen-
cral conference, be at liberty to fill any p]ace as to preaching-or hearing at
the stage, only as liberty shall be granted by the conference.

9. Only onc person shall be allowed to spcak at a time and he must
risc to his feet and address the moderator. No person shall be disturbed while
speaking so long as he keeps to the point in debate, except by the moderator,
and then oniv to call him to order. The speaker must not use abusive lan-
guage or personal reflections upon anyone.

10. No minister shall be considered in good standing that officlatcs in

the rites of matrimony where either party has bcen divorced after becoming
a Chiistian, except it be for fornication. |

11. No minister or deacon shall be considered in good standing with

this bodv who lives or tcaches contrary to the rules and regulations of this
body and thic Bible.

12. All ministers serving churches in this association shall preach at
lezst one sermon each year on doctrine and the covenant.

}3 No church shall be recognized in this body who does not commune
wnd wash feet at least twice each year and who does not have conference at
teast Guarterly, The pastor’s salary, number of conferences, and the number

of communion and feet washing services shall be contamed in the associa-
tional letter.

14. Each conference shall open thh suitable devotions and prayer and
close \;th prayer.

'The minutes of the cenference shall be signed by the moderator and

cle "1: .
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| 16 These by]aws may be 'nended m the general confen ace. by a ma-1
]onty vote. - - :

Church Covenan’r

meg been brought, as we believe, by divine grace to accept the Lord
Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Preserver we do now solemnly and joyfully
‘covenant and agree, by God’s help, to walk together in brotherly love.

- We,_ therefore, enter into covenant as members of this church and as
| ‘Chnstlans that we will watch over each other in love, sharing together cach
- other’s joys and sorrows; that we will not forsake the assernbhnfr of ourselves
together, nor omit the great duty of praver for ourselves and others; that
by divine assistance we will endeavor to bring up those under our care in
the nurture and admonition -of the Lord; that in all things we will strive to
- exemplify our profession by a correspondmg practice to abstain from all sinful
‘conformity to the world, to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engage-
mcnts, and to exelnphry in all our deportments; that we will abstain from
the sale and use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage; that we will sustain the
‘worship, ordinances, discipline and doctrine of this church; that we will con-

tribute cheerfullv accordmg to our ablhtv to the poor and the general spread
of thc gospe] ~ |

B THE ORGANIZATION OF A CHURCH

" 1. 'When any number of belicvers desire to be organized into a Free
~ Will Baptist church, they are examined by one or more regular Free Will
- Baptist ministers in reference to ‘their. Christian character, doctrine and
ability to sustain a church, If the examination-is: satlsfactory the applicants
are organized into a church as follows: The Bible is presented as the only rule
_of faith and practice.. The Church Covenant is adopted A prayer of con-

. secration is offcred. The hand of fe]lowshlp is gwen and the offlcers are
elected and installed. |

N 2. After bemg thus constltuted they shall be at hberty out of the num-
: ber of regularly ordained ministers to choose a pastor who shall presxdc over

them
| THE MINISTRY .

1. No member of our connectlon shall be at llberty to takc upon “himself
“the public ministry of the Word unless he feels divinely called and make re-

.. port of same to the church. - If the church shall be satisfied with the qualifi-

- cations and call of this person, she may grant hlm llcensc to preach the gos-
_pe‘ ‘signed by. the pastor and clerk. | . |

- 2. If he is found useful, the church may recommend sald pcrson to the
ordammg council. The recommendation shall be signed by thc pastor and

| - clerk of the church where the applicant holds rncmbersh:p

3. It shall be the duty of said council to examine such a phcants as may
come before them for erdination on the principles and doctrines of the Bible

13
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' and practices of the original Free Will Baptist church, and on his ability to

cxpound the gospel. If he is found worthy, said council shall furnish him
with a certificate of ordination after they have ordained him by fasting, lay-
ing on of hands, praver, a charge and the hand of fellowship.

4. When a minister of another denomination desires to-unite with one
of our churches as a minister, he first becomes a member of some church,

then in his case the proceedmgs are the same as those in ordammg a licen-
tiate. | |

5. A. The minister, for disorder or transgression, shall be dealt with

by the church where his name is enrolled, or by any church over which he
presides as pastor. - |

B. The offended church shall report him by letter, signed by the clerk
and the moderator, to the ordaining council who shall examine him. The -

council will then cancel his credentials, put offender on probation as a licen-

tiate, or hold him in good standing. Whatever the frndmg, a full report will
be made to otfended church.

6. The church against a minister shall not receive an accusation but at
the mouth of two or three witnesses' (Matthew 18:16). |

7. Ministers and preachers shall be considered members, and their names

continue with the church where they first became members until regularly
dismissed. |

ASSOCIATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The committee shall be composed of one member from each church,

- recommendecd to the annual conference by the church.

The moderator of the association shall act as chairman until the com-
mittee holds an orgamzatlonal meeting, at which a chairman and a secretary

will be elected from its membership. A brief record of all business wﬂl be
submitted to the annual conferencc for approval

DUTIES OF THE CGMMITTEE

1. To act on all matters pertaining-to the association as it is the associa-
tion between conferences.

2. To settle difficulties between churches; to settle differences betwe_en

a church and a minister; and any other matter a local church is unable to set-
tle.

3. To assist other conference officers in furthering the goals -of this
association and to aid ministers in proclaiming God’s Word to all churches.

'FREE WILL BAPTIST ARTICLES OF FAITH

‘1. We believe that there is but one living true and eternal God, the

Father, of whom are all things from everlasting to everlasting, g]onous and
:mmutab]e in all His attiibutes (1 Corinthians 8:6; Isaiah 40:28).

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, the only begotten Son of God, bomn of the virgin Ma whom God
freely sent mto this world because of the great love whercwrth He loved the

14



world, and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all; tasting death for
every man, who was buried and rose again the third day, and ascended into
heaven from whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds of hea-
ven at the last day to judge both the quick and the dead (1 Timothy 2:56;

Hebrews 2:9; St. John 3:16; Revelation 1:7; Acts 24:15; 1 John 2: 2) |

3, We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gift of tlic'
Father through His dear Son, unto the world who quickeneth and draweth

sinners home to God (St. Iohn 16:7, §; Acts 2: 4; Ephesians 4: 4 6 Ephesians
2:1).

4. We believe that in the begmmng God made man upnght and placed
him in a state of glory without the ]east mixture of misery, from which he

voluntarily, by transgression fell, ar by that means brought on himself a
- miserable and mortal state sub]ect o death (Genesis 2:17, 3: 19) |

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish; but that
all should come to repentance and the knowledge of the truth ‘that they
might be saved, for which end Christ hath commanded the-gospel to bc

prcachcd among .all nations and to every creature (Mark 16:15; Lukc 24:47;
John 3:15-17; 1 Timothy 2:4).

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ. who
" died for him, but as the Scripture has said, for denying the Lord that bought
them because they believe not in the name of the only begotten Son of God,
unbelief therefore being the cause why the just and righteous God of heaven
will condemn the children of men; it follows against all contradictions that all

men at one time or another, are found in' such capacity as that through the
grace of God that may be etemally saved (Acts 17 30 Mark 6: 6 chrews
3. 10; 1 John 5:10). |

7. We believe the whole Scnpture in lnfa]llbly true, and that thcy arc
the only rules of faith and practice (2 Timothy 3: :16, 17)

‘8. We belicve in the doctrine of general provision made of God in
Christ; for the bencfit of all mankind who repent and believe the gospel

(Luke 1+4:16-20; LuLe 13 35 Luke 24:47; Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 3 19;
Mark 1:15).

9. We believe that sinners are dra\m to God the Fathcr by the Holy
Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers His divine
aid to all the human family, so as they all might be happy, would they give
place to His divine tcachmg whereas such who would not receive the divine .
impressions of His Holy Spirit shall at a future day, own their condemna-
tion just, tzylg,czmse themselves with their own damnation for willfully reject-
ing the offers of sovereign grace (Matthew 11:27; St. John 6: 44-65 Psalm
1:1; Titus 2:11, 12; Jeremiah 22:29).

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but ungodly
men, were of old ordained to condemnahon considering such who turn the
grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God and our Lord
Jesus Christ who brought them, and therefore, shall bring upon themselves
swift destruction but we observe that they and such the apostle smth because
they receive not the love of the truth that they might be saved, therefore,
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the indignation and wrath of God is upon every soul of man that doeth evil,

living and dying therein for there is no respect of persons with God (Iudgee
1:4; 2 Peter 2:1, 2; 2 Thessalonians 2:11, 12; Romans 2:9-11).

11, We beheve that all children dying in mfancy, having not actually
transgressed against the law of God, in their own persons are only subject to

the first death, which was brought on them by the fall of the first Adam

and not that any of them dying in that state shall suffer punishment in hell
by the guilt of Adam’s sin, for of such is the Kingdom of God (1 Corinthians
15:2; Matthew 18:2-5; Mark 9: 36, 37; Matthew 19:14).

12, We believe that good works are the fruits of a savrng faith and that__,
in the use of the means of grace, and not out of the use of those means, eter-

nal life 1s promised to men (Revelation 22:14, 15 Isarah 1:19, 20; Matthew
7: 8 Jeremiah  6:16; Luke 13:34, 35).

'13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scnptures for
justification before God through his own works, power or ability, which he
through Jesus Christ; believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imput-

ed to all behevcrs for their eternal acceptance with God (Romans 4:24; Acts
8: 20 21).

'14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so
| that God knoweth whatever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed
conditions. yet not having decreed any person to everlasting life, out of
respect or mere choice, farther than He hath appointed the Godly unto life

and the ungodly who dre in sin unto death (Hebrews 4:13; Proverbs 8:22,
31; Matthew. 25: 3146).

 15." We believe, as touchrng gospel ordinances, in belie.ers’ baptism, lay- |
ing on of hands, recetving of the sacrament in bread and wine, washing the
saints’ feet, anointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting, pray-
er, singing praise to God and the public ministry of the Word with every
institution of the Lord we shall find in the New Testament (Mark 16:15,
16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5-17; James 5:14).

'16. We believe the gOSpe] mode of water baptism is by immersion, and
the believers are the only subjects for baptism (Matthew 3:16; Mark 1: 9 10;
Acts 2:38, 39; Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12).

17. We believe in a general resurrection of the dead and a final judg-
ment at the last day (John 5:28, 29; 2 Corinthians 5:10).

'18. We believe the happiness of the nghteous’ is etema] and the tor-
ments of the wrcked are endless (Matthew 25:46). - |
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