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Minutes of the Eighth Annual Meeting 

DF TlH: :\Ol!TH )IJS~Ul"Hl 

FREE BAPTIST AssociATION . 

·-
Associatiou rut't with the West Fork CLnrcb, Worth county , 

Mo., on Friday before the second Lord's Day in September, 1876, at 
10 o'clcck ..&.. M. 

The introductory sermou was preached hy Elder Jamet~ Jonel'i . 
Text: Romans, I chapter. 16th ~erse . 

Arljourned till 3 o'<'lo<'k P. lf . . 

.\FTF.RXOO~ SEStHO:-i. • 

Met ttt 3 o't~ lock P. ll . 

Prayer by Eld. \\'m. Leek. 
Associatiot1 call£><1 to oruet· b,\' tht· .Moderlltor. E. W. Allt-e, 

( 'lf>rk pro tew1. 
. Committet 011 .-tr,·irugrmtnts-Brot her" E . Dr • ll•~. C. !'. William· 

""on and \Yru . )fcKowu . 
. Committet' 011 Rtligimt~ E.rrrc.:.n~ BrothH~< ,1 . lhn i,., J. Lo~u. 

url ~. Beed. 



.., 

)IJ)ITTJ·::< . 

CvmmittH' ult .Fimwct'-Bro-tllers Ensier aurl J. Atlillll' . 
Gommittu tv toait m1 vititittfl Bretht·e.n-.J. Logan and ( ·. C. 

Wright. 
ArljonrnP.d till 9 o'clof'k , Rat nnlay. A . -:\1. 

::SEC OND DA Y. 

The A~!'ociation mt>t pnr·,;uaut to adjunmweut Satun!a~ :11 ~ 

o'clock A. "'IL 

Prayer b¥ Eld. J. Jones . 
Report of Commlttt'tl on Arrangement~ t~allt>d lo~r. Rt>port n ·:•d 

anrt recein•d, and committee retaiued. 
The following lettPr!i. were l'<'f'Pi\Pd from titr. ditlt· n'ut dllm·}l.-,... : 

CASTILE 

UxJO::'\ THIRD FoRK 

PIO:\T.ER 

PLF.AS,\;.; f Y ALI.EY 

SWEF.T HO)IE 

:\hnnu; FnHK 

Lelt•·r and :\ft•s!--Pil;.!t ' r 

Letter nnd :'llt·ss••ngf'r 

Let1t>r nud :'llt',.;st"n:.:.-• 

Lt>tti•J' ~ nd :\11·ssen;..:•· r 

Lt>tt ... r au•l ''''""l'll;!•·r 
LPttPr arHl :\l1·ss<'n::•· 1· 

:\io v<'d to drop from tbe lit:;t of Cb•n··lu:> s iu thP miuntt• s th•· llflll ll ' 

Stouy Poiut Church. Carried . 
Th e following is 1\ lit~t of Cburclu•r; uot n ·prt-:<t·ult·d : 
St. JoReph Harmou~· . Friendship, ~e~ LPhauou, Ht>tuel , SI.Jilu. 

Pro\ide nce, Pleasant Grove, Mt. .Moriah. rnion. l!':adMe. Lot 's Gro,·e , 

PleRsR.nt Ridge, West Fork, Lewt~ton. 
:\loved to adjourn till 2 1-2 P. ~L 

.-\FTJ.;K~OO~ SE~::-:10~ . 

'l'be A~sociatiuu nwt purstr.illl to atljourumt•ut:.! 1:..! r·. , .. 

Praser by Eld. E. 8. Williamson . 
Called for lettPrs from any CI.Jurch dt•.,..iriu~ adrnitt<tn•'" in thit< 

borly. One letter band<•d iu from Center Point CllUrch. 
Moved we ~ivt> tbP CI.Jurcla in thi"' bod _, .• aud thf' dt>lt·gat•' ' lte 

invited to a st>at in eouucil with ut~. 
Yerbal repo!'l trom Lot'!l Grore t'Lnrd.r hy \Yru. li. l'owau . 
(~ alled for lettt>rs of•~rre,.pouof'JH'P from otber n•li::rioul!l houi .. ,., . 

~ oue. 
)\ O\' t'li ~·· t· l f' <'l a :\lorlPI'Htot· 1111-d t'l .. rk fur th•· 1-'l.l!"ll i ll~ .' t.: . .!r. 



)IlNl'TE~. 3 

Eld . Wm. Let-k elected :\Ioderator and Joseph Stapp Clerk . 
• \Io,ed we call forth(· report of the delegate app<'inted to \isit 

the Iowa yt>arly meeting. Eld. C. S. ·williamson l"aid delegate . Report 
rN·eJ,ed aud delega IP tli~cbarged . 

Shall we di,ide thu; Al'sociation . and wbf-rf' shall thf' di,idiog 
lint· ht· . 

:\I on·d wt· report t I.Jj.,. ml\ tlt-r to t be l'b ureht",:, a11d be laid nn·r 
until the uext Assoc,iation. 

Shall we continue to hold qnartPrly meeting. 
:.\loHd we l'f'(er this mat \('r to the quarterly mt>eting. 
!llpw~d we havp a ein.ular letter. an1l Eld. ·wm. Let>k write tluo 

p;amt" . 

.\Jo\'Pd w.- athi.-c· tut' l'unrcbt>l" to adopt !lome .,~· e;tem to defrli_:. 
tht•ir expeuses, and thar bt> the t:ystem of the CastiiP Churr.h. 

:\loved tl1at wt• appoiut a I'Onllnitte.- of three-one froUl Pacl• 
tJOarterly nweting--to d~'<it their J'f'Spt>cti\·e f'hnrcb and Ia~· tllis mat · 
1 E'T lwfol'(' them. 

Eltl. .T . • Tone!' :-tppoiuted ou said c·ommittet". of' St. ,Joseph 4111H· 

t£-rly ·me<·tiuf!; Eld. P. H. Hunt. of Worth county quarterly meeting: 
Eld. A. J. \Yard, of Grauu RiHr qu~trterly meeting. 

Moved we encourage uuiou Saubath scho~l;_;. 
Shall \1"1' corro,;pond with the Jfonliug Stnr .1ud Bapti:. t C:nio11 

paper~; . 

. ::\lon•d \\'t'. du. and Eld. \\'m . Ltt·k tJe ~;aid ~:ulllllliltl't ' . 

::\1o'·"d we seud a delegate to the Geut's·al Conft>s ·etH.·~ at .\ew 
York, October 187i, and P.aell Chnrcb to raisP some money to defray 
JS:tid dt"lt>gate'" expeus£-8. 

::\liscelltHJPOIIJS huslnef':K <·allf-d for. 
Htqut>st from the St. Jost>ph quarterly mtttiug s·equet'tiug tlle 

.\t>~'<b'CJation to 11ispew<t> with thP pnntiug of the minutes and ba"e tbe 
hu~>inf!"R oftbe AR!'oeiation priutf'd in the ,lfonli,lp Star . ReqnP~>t 

takf>n up and laid on thf' tahle . 
. Callt'd for report of committee on fiuaut•e. Reported ¥15.10. 
Mon•d wP ha"e ;;oo C'Jpit>~< of the minutP:.: printt>rl. aud the Clerk 

'-IIJierintenfl the> ~;am.- aud rN:ein· t5 lor his work. 
::\lon•d '\Yt· huld our next A~;sonatioll willt thP ('t·lllt"r Point 

l'hureu, DaYiP"~ eftutJty. llo.~ 12 miles we~<t u!' Ciillatiu a111l 8 mile.
.... ontli\Te"t of Pattoll ." l•urg. autl Eld .• T. Jon..-,.. )'Jt ':tl'l• the iuirodu<>tor~ 
sPrmou . 

' 



4 . ARTICLES OF FAlTH . 

Mo\•ed we rf)turn a vote of thauks to the bretlu·eu aod fJi {) Jlfiiii in 
this COmmunity for 1.beir kind hospitpJity £'X tended lO llf> Whil f' attPnrt 

ing this Association. 
pn motion it wa.s ordered that tte A ssocia tion aJjonrn to mPf· t 

with the Center Point Cburcb, Davies!> couuty, ~lo ., on Frirl a~ hPfm .. 
the second Lotd's Day in ~eptembf>r, 1877, at 10 o'clock A. )J. 

Prayer by Bro. Bunt. 
The stand was filled on s&.bbath at lJ o'clock by Eld . t'. :-:.. \Yil · 

liamson, and at candlelight hy Eld. Wm.'l.eek. who acqnitt Hi th£'111 

At'lves in an ablf' and eloquent manner . 
ELD. WM . LEEK . 31odeJa to a. 

JOSEPH STAPP, Clerk. 

ARTICl-ES - OF fAITH . 
ARTICLE 1. We believe tl~t "To us tbert~ is unt oue tiod. tl11· 

Father, of wbom are all tbings, 8.lld we in him; aud one Lord .lt''!us 
Otrristr, by wbom are all tbiugs, and «>e by him." - Cor. viii,~. ·And 
the Ht>ly Gho~t is tba-t wbiGb pruOf'r.deth from the Father antl the 
Son, and' t-s the comforter oft~ Church and tlw reproHr of 1lw 
world. · · . . · 

ART. 2. We beliHe the ~riptnreas of the Old and ~f'w 'rt>stu 
menta are t.he infallibl&. Word of God, and tlw onl.Y mlf' or faith and 
practice. 

ART. 3. W'e believe .. Therefore being ~ustitia.l hy faJtiJ we baH 
peace with God, through onr wrd Jeaus Christ, h~· whom we also 
have -.cce8s by faith iato thiM grtf'Jf\ "Wbt>.rein 'wt> I\ land and rt>joi()(' in --
'1:\ope of the glory of God.'' . , . ·. 

ART. 4. We believe tbere will bt>. N>tlUrJ'E.>Ctiou of the dead, aud 
a general an~ noi¥e?M1 judgmelll; that the happinPss of Hw righteou ,.; 
nnd t.be punishment of the wickefl will be I' lerna!. 

AJtT. 5. We bel~n tlutti! -vi•tbl.- Church of Chri~t is a cou -
grf"g&tion ef faithful peNon~ w have obtalnt>d fellowship with t>a!'la 
other, and have given tltt>mse up to 1bt>ir Lord and It> on<' anotll-
tlr. and lm\lio~ agreed to kf'f'JI DJ•" Godly di,.;ciplinf'. H<'<"tmliug to tJu .. 
rules of the Goilpel. ' - : • • 

ART. 6. We belie~.- that Jt'SW! Chri"t ill tht> hPad of tilt- nmrdJ. 
,. and that government tbereot is ·wlf.b tbe hotiy. '- . 

ART. 7. We believ that wat~r baptism .. that (liE' Lortl '" asnppt'J· 
and wasoing of the feet are orditlanCE>tt of the fA>rd. Rn1t to lw eon tin 
ut>d br tlle CbUTch vntH l1i8 ~f't'01ld n>miJ,g. • 

. .A:RT. 8. "W"e beheYf' tb11t watn bapti~>m i" till' irnm~·Jsiou .. r 
R tlf'liel'Gr in Christ, in tllt' Ullm.'\of 1)1(> Falin·)". ~(I ll IH.d Huh nJ,o~t. 

· ART. 9. Wt' bt>lieH that nine Lnt> 11 rigbt to commni1e at tbt · 
Lord's Tahle only such a~ have thf' Spi ri t ofGorl to lwRrwitnP!l ~ '~itli 
thPir· ~'pirit thnl they ar!' Hi11 l'hildrc-1 .. 
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RULES OF DECORUM . 
1. We agree to meet annually at (be times and places de@ignat · 

~d by the As!Jociation. 
2. This Association shall be com osed of delegates · and Elders, 

memhers of this body in good standi . 
• 3. A Moderator ai1d a Clerk fl ll be cboseu by a majority of all 

present in Af;tJOCiation. It jg the 1ty of tbe .Moderator to keep or
der autl put all snhject~t to ~otR,1 nd to gi¥t- the casting ~ote when 
the At>sociation is t>qually div~d, ~od ntt>.ud the right hand of fel· 
lowship to Chnrt:hf's rt>.ceiTed luto the Union. The Clerk shall keep 
a record of the proceedings of' the Annual Meet mgt~, pre sene all pa
perR lllld deli ,·er them ft) his ·&nccf'lsor. 

4. All meetings shall bl> openect ~- pnyer, sud closed by rt>turn· 
lug thanks on the bended knee. 

n. This body, when assembled, shall be considered an adTisory 
con neil, and shall acknowlf'dge the power and independence of th~ 
Churches,_ and in no case en·rcise any power or authority oTer the 
Churches, except in case of corroptiQ.B in prindple or practic-e contra
ry to tlw Word of God . 

. 6. All ordaint>d Minist£rs, memben of Cbnrcht\S forming tbis 
bodl, shall bt- memhers of the s~Wne by virtue of their office. 

7 .. Any Church contaiuiuJ! tw~y memberR and onder is eu
tit.lf'd to three delej!ates to the As!lociation aud"'ne additional dt>lt> · 
gate for e\"ery additional twenty mt>mhers. • 

8. Visiting brethren to he invitt>d to a ~t .to dhwoss all suh
jt>ct•, hut not to \"OIP. 

. 9. No sohjt"Ct a~.hall b.t> taken up and voted upou hot 1.>~ · a motion 
and Macond. 
. • 10. Tbe mem ueros of thill Astloci.ation are ftot allowed to S!Jl'lllk 

"more thau twice O!JOI1 one subject, except b~· le.a,·e of the Moderator, 
. teu minutes being the time allowed tO speRk. 

ll: ·So lftl'mber shall ah~ept himself in tin~ of hmnnes!'l .-i!bout 
leave of the Moderator. 

.J.2. We.tldyise that uo Church ~ive into f~llowsbip an uclnded 
member from a mtl-r CbnrcL nQ'lil ~tisfaction bt> madt> to the 
Olllurch from whic.b tbt>v were excluded. 

13. Any que,.tion c:antaining two or mor<' pQints shall·~ dk-ided 
at t~e request of auy brotller, and tilt> 'I"Ott> takt>n on ('&cb potnt st>par
ately. 

14. We advise thf' Church to •k by tlwir dek>gates at the As 
sociation for theie-P»stor. . , 

15. Each ('burch •ball repot'l to A-ssociation Rl f'a.ch Rnnoal mf'et · 
ing by letter and delegatt.>s, who Mil been their PastM. and wbetht>r 
be b~ been fKitbfnl in the ditu:bargf' bts dutit',.; . 

16. It shall ue tbe dntr -of the )l.oderator 10 lllquire \\ llt>tber tbe 
t..:nurcbes ban.· be-en taithfnl in the •i~charj!e oftbl'ir duty. 

. MoHd, that any Cbnrcb failinJ[ to report to tbt" At:!"(){'iatioo for 
two years, soce.est~in~Iy, shall be waited on. 
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Y oo •illpleue bring a correct at"Liflllci of your. Chul't'!Jet ,a~ our nex.l /. ~~oc ia 
tion; auaber rece11'ed into lhe: L'hurcll d•riq-the yur, nmber excluded , nurnhe , 
died. number dltmiMed bT ktter, and te&e;J rumber. 
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