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MINUTES OF THE 

• 

• 

Old Mt ·zion Association 
OF 

. . 

FREEWILL BAPTISl~s-
. ' 

HELD WITH NEW HOI'E CHURCH, BENTON COUNTY, Aim., 

SEPTEMBER 8 n.nd 9, 

' .... 1899 .... 
' 

'l'he Association met pursuant to adjournment with New Hope church on 
Friday, September 8, 180!J, at 11 o'clock tt. m., with El<ler IV .• T. Blackburn, Mod-
erator, ami Clark Bland, Clerk. , 

The Associ:J.tion was called to order' by by the ;\foderator and after prayer the 
introductory se,rmori was de!i\·ered by Ell. David l\IcCullough from St. l\Iath. 4:17. 

Letters were called for from th~ ntrious churches and their messengers invi­
ted to seats. 
· Called for correspoJHling letters from sister Associations: Receive(! one· from 

. Carroll County Freewill Btlptist Assochttion by the hands of g]der David l\IcCul­
loui';h and Bro. J. S. Turney-the l\Ioderator giving the right hand of fellowship. 

The.Association then organize(! by chosing ID!der W. .T Bhwkburn l\Ioderator 
and Clark Bland Clerk. The rules of order were immediately read by the l\Ioder­
ator and the following committees appointed: On preaching-Ell. J,awsou, .T. 0. 
Hawthorn and Sol Shaddox. On bill of ttrrangements-Eiders David l\IcCu!longh, 
G. W, Lynch and Wm. Bean with ::\Iorlerator and Cieri;:. On memorhtl of the dead 
-Elders David ;\lason, Wm Bean tllHl Brother L. l\I. l\Iiles. 

Committee on preachi11g report that Ii::lders G. IV. Lynch and J. G. Wilson 
occupy the pulpit at 7p. m.- · . 

On motion the Association adjourned until S~1tnrday morning :tt 8:30 a. m. , 
Saturday, Sept. 0, lSO!J: Associt1tion met pursuant to adjournment; prayer by 

~[oderator. Bill of arrangement called for, received and committee discharged. 
REsOLVED: 'l'hat the Association have the minutes printed. 
RESOLVED: Tht1t we have five hun(lred copies printed and reserve 50 copies 

· for each sister association in correspondence with us. 
REsor,vED: '!'hat Clark Bland superintend the printing of the minutes. 
RESOLVED: 'I'hat we keep up correspondence with our sister associations . 
REsOLVED: .That Elders J. G. IYilson, IVm. Bean and G. IY. Lynch write and 

b2:tr the corresponding letter to Carroll Comity Freewill Baptist Association. 
RESOLVED: That Elders J. G. IVilson, Wm. Bean and S. G. l\Ioses write aiHI 

bear the corresponding letters to UiJion Association. 
HEsor.vED: That we l'eep up the memorial of our dead. 
HEsOLVED: That the next Association be held with Long Yalley church, four 

miles south west of Huntsville, l\Iadison county, Ark., on Friday, at 11 a. m., 
·before the second Sabbath in Scpte!llber, l!JOO. . . · . · -

RESOLVED; '!'hat Elder IV . .T. Blackburn preach the introductory sermon and 
Ehler IVm. Bean be his assistant. 

RESOLVED: 'l'hat we return tt Yote of thtlnks to the people of this Yicinity for 
their kind hospitality to the delegates composing the Association. 

On motion the minutes wrre read :1ud adoptrd. 
- On motion the Association adjourned. 

CLAHK BLAXD, Clerk, · IV. .T. 
Larue. Ark. 

BLACI{]IUHN, ~[oderator, 

.War Eagle. Ark .. 
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• CONSTITUTION . 

From a long series of experience, the clmrcli' of Jesus ·chris~. being. regularly 
baptised upon the profession of our fttith in Christ, are convinced df the necessity 
of a combination of churches to perpetuate Uaion and Communionttmongst us 
and to preserve and maintain a corresponden•.:e with each other. \Ve therefore 
propose to keep order and rules of our· Association acconling to the follO'Iving plan 
or form of government; · , · 

I. The Association shall be composed of members chosen by the different 
churches in our Union, not exceeding three messengers from each chur.ch, and 
producing letters they shctll be entitled to sectts. · · 

IL Letters from difTerent churches ttre to express their number of fellowship, 
the number received by experience, letter or recommendation, dismissed, ex 
eluded, restored, ttml those thctt have died since last Assoaiation . 

IlL The members thus chosen and convii1ced to be denominated the "Old 
·Ut. Zion Association of Freewill Baptists," to be composed of sundry churches in 
the State of Arkansas: the Association to htwe no power to lord it over Go(i'S 
heritage, nor to . have ecclesiastical power over churches, reserving the right of 

' withdmwing from any church acting disorderly. . 
IV. 'rhe Association to have a Moler.ttor and tt Clerk, who are to be chosen 

by the snfferage oftlie members present. 
· V. New churches to be admitted into the Association ttre to petition by let­

ter and delegates, and if, on examination, they. are found to be orthodox and 
orderly, they may be received by the Asso;;i:tti<m, the moder<ttor giVing the right 
hand of fellowship. · · · 

VL No question presented. by the delegates of any church shall be discussed 
in the Association unless it has been thoroughly discussed in their own chu.rch. 

VIL Every motimi made and seconded shall come under the consideration 
of the Association unless it be withdrawn by the member who m<ede it. 

VIII. 'l'he Association is to endettvor to furnish the church with the minutes 
of the Association in proportion to the members in each churah, the contributions 
being at the direction of the Association. 

IX. It sh:tll be the duty of the clerk to keep a regular file of the minutes. . 
· X. The minutes of the Assochttion shall be rea<l and corrected, if needed, 

n,nd signed by the moderator tmd clerk before the Associ:ttion closes. 
XI. AmeiHlmc·nts to this ph1n of govemment may be mttde at any time when 

a majority of the members may deem it necessary. , · 
XII. 'l'he Associ:ttion, in case of a failure of any church to tttlend, mny en­

quire into the case. 

RULES OF ORDER. 
I. At every sil tiug, business shalllJe opened or concluded by prayer by the 

. moderator, or whocverlw mtty require. · · 
IL Ministers present invited to Sf'ats 1>:ith us may debate on all questions but 

vote on none. 
IlL Those who speak slmll risl' alHl address the moderator, and personal re­

tlections shall be ttvoided in all debates. 
IV. No motion shall be discussed without being seconded. · 
V. If, when a. motion has been made and sccomled ttn<l a member opposes its 

dicussion, the moderator slmll put the question: "Shall this t[UCStion be di~cuss­
ed ?" \Vhich, if negatived, shall be dismissed. 

VI. If <tny proposition or motion under debate contains two or more points, 
it shall be divided at the request of any member and the vote tttken sep:tmtely. 

VIL l\lotions made and lost shall not be rpcordet1 on the minutes unless so 
. ordered at the time. . 

VIII. No.one shall srwak morp than twice; on t111Y subject . without spccid 
leave from the moderator. 

IX. All qnPstions shall be <leci<led by a rmtjority of the members present. 
·X. No member shall absent himself withimt. lPaYP from tlH' moderator. If 

so, his name slin,ll be left.o11' the minute's. -
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XL 'l'he minutes slutll be leisurely reacl and correctecl before the rising of 
the Association. 

XII. That iri "the future sessions of this Association arrangements be made 
so as to insure two sermons or other devotional exercises which will be equivalent 
thereto, during each day of the session. 

XIII. 'l'he U_nle~ of Order slm~~~istiuctly read from the chair immediate-
ly after the organJz~ttJOn of the Asso~tcttwn. · · 

XI\'. Alterations may be Imtde in these rules at any regular session cif the . 
Association. · . 

ARTICLES oF FAITH . 
• 

1. \Ye believe in one only true and living God and Fltthcr, the \V or<l and the 
Holy Ghost. · Isahth .J.:):5; 1st Corinthians 8;0; 1st .John li:7: · · 

. 2. .\Y e believ·e that the s~riptnres of the Old· ~tud New 'l'estaments <H'e the 
word of tlod, <tn<l the gospel by Jesus Chris I, U1e only rule of faith <lllcl practice. 
2ml.Peter 1:21; 2nd 'l'imotlly i',:l<i. . 

· B. IY e· -lwlieve in the fall of Adam, and tlmt ·by his transgression all his pos-
terity fell ~LIHl were made sinners. · Genesis :l:O; Homans B:W. • · 

•1. 1\'c believe in the corruptness of human nature antl the inability of man 
to recover himself by his own freewill and ability. Unmans 5:12; t-it. ,lolm O:.J.. 

li. lYe believe that Jesus Ghrist by the Gmce of Gou taskcl·lleath for every 
man <tn<l through his me<literial death the way of S<tlvation is nra<le possible for God 
to han~ mercy upon all that come to l~:n upon gospel terms. Be b. 2:U; :St. .John il:il<i. 

G. Y'l' e believe that sinners are justified iu the sight of God only Ly the right­
ponsness of Christ imputed to them, and tile good works are the frmts of Jaith 
alHl follows after jnstific:ttion. Ephesions 2:li.8; ltomans 0:22. . 

'7. \\'e believe that saints may r:;ersevere in grace and not one be lost. 1\fat­
tlH•w 11:28; Hevehttions 22:14; 2:10. 

8. We believe there will be a resurrection of the <lead :wtl a ;,;encral j u<lge­
meut, ancl the happiness of the righteous and the punishmcut of the wicked will 
be eternal. :St. :Matthew 2li, B2; 1st Corinthiaus lli, lil, 1.J.. 

!l. We believe the visible churcnof Christ is a congreg:ttion of faithful men 
aml women who lmve obtained fellowship with each other and given themselves 
to the Lord am! one·tlnother. · St .. J\lattlrew 18, 17, lG, 18. · 

10. 1\'e Lelieve that .Jesus Christ is the great he"d Of the chmch and the gm·­
crnment thereof is with the body.~ St. .lohu 20:11; Corinthians 1:18. 

11. 1\'e believe tlmt ll<tptism an(l the Lord's :Supper and the washing of feet 
are ortlimmces of the gospel of .Jesus Christ. n.nd to be continued until the secou<l 
coming. St. lllatthew 21i:1!l; :St. .Julm l:l:5-10; 14, ·](i 

· 12. \\'e !JC!ieve that true lJclienrs are the only fit subjects of Baptism. and 
' that imrnersi01i is the only gospel mode. St. J\lark lG:lG; St. nbth. B:Hi; Acts 8::Hi. 

13. \Ve believe tlmt none but true lJelievers are fit subjects to commune at 
the Lord's 'l'<tble. 1st Corinthbns 11:28-:20. • 

l.J.. We lJelievc th:tt the Lord's~· ought to be obsen·cd and set apart for the 
worship of God, and tlmt no work or vvod<lly lJusim'ss ought to be tr;wsacted 
therc•on: works of piPty, mercy :wd necessity excep!ed. Exodus 20:8-ll. 

OUH DEAD. • 

• 

• . . . 

' 1\ro .. J. K. Slmrp was llorn Janna]·y 2G, rsr~G; professed a hope in Christ SPp-
tember 18G8, was :t member of Salem'church, died .January 27, 18!l!l. 

Bro. I. S. Ford was boml'.Iarch 22, 18B3; professed a hope in Christ in 1870, 
was a member of Sng<tl'·Creek church until Gotl called him home in J\Iay, lt:l!Hl. 

Bro. 'l'homas Clifton. was ·a mPmber of NC'w Hope church for ten years an(l 
died in 18\J!J in hop" of a glorious rPst. . . · 

Sister Georgia A. Blackburn was a member of Salem ch tirch for five years and 
died in 18!)!) and <'lltPred etPrnal rPst. · 
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Collection for printing and distributing of the minutes: 
· ~It. Zion ....... -~ .................. : ... $2.0(.1 

Sugar Creek. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 65 
Salem .. ~ ............................... 1.10. 

• 

• 

• 

CHURCHES. 

Ne\V Hope ........... ~.·~.:/:: ......... 2.G5 
Hie kory Grove ......................... 1.15 
LOng 'Talley . .. ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 
Christian Home. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75 
Clifty ............ : .......... _.......... .50 
Union Gap ................ ~........... .40 

• 

Total. ................... $10.U:l 
• 

• 

• 

NAMES OF DI<;LEGATES. 

t:O t:O 
"' "' Q Q 
co 0 
::;· 8 
" 8 
p. "' 
0' 0 
.... Q. 
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>< 0 
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0 . . 
(":!:.:: .. 0 
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ro • . . . . 
-----------1--------------------------------l-~--~~--~~--~~ 
Mt. Zion ....... Eld. Wm. Bean. L. M: 1\lills, Ed. L··w-on.. 11 
Sugar Creek .. Joseph Unddick, l\1 Carter. James Hambrick 2 
Salem .......... Eld. IV. J. and W. E. Blackburn, ll. Mason... 7 
New Hope ..... J. 0. Hawthorn, John Moss, Clark Bland .... 31 
Hickory Grove Eld. G IV. Lyneh, D. IV Lynch; IV. E. Lynch 0 
Long Valley ... Elders G. E. Bahcock and J. G. IVibon...... 0 
Christian Home H IV. Ellis....... .. . .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 
Clifty ........... :\l. I>. Capps ......... .............. ~....:"'.·.. .. . .... 0 
Union Gap .... Elder 8. 0. Moses, J. F. Paschal...... .. ... .. 0 

Corresponding delegates-
· · Elder David ~lcOullough, J, S. Tu1 ney 

0 2 7 1 
1 0 I 1 
0 0 0 1 
7 2 I 0 
2 0 0 2 
I 4 0 0 
0 0 7 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 () 3 0 

' 

0 
0 
0 
0 
I 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
1 
2 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1\IIN IS'l'ERS: AGE. - POST-OFFICE ADDE{ES". 

74 
57 
30 
76 
55 
!:2 
13 
I3 
I3 

• 

41 yrs. Hpring Vallev, WHsh!ngton Co., Ark.· 
63 yrs. 'jiVar Eagle Mills, Benton Oount.y,' • ·• 

• 
Caloway Hoberts .................. -.... .. 
W. ,J. Blackburn ................... .. 
na. vid :Mason ... ................. . : .. . 
J .·It. Guinn ..................... .- ..... . 
. J. G. \Villson .. ......................... . 
(-}. 'V. Lynch ...... ; .................... . 
1-t. L Hha\v ... ....... ,. ................. . 
S. G. l\-loses ............................ . 
G. E.-llabcock .......................... · 

·:Granville Evans .................... . 
L. A. Edwards ........................ . 
\Vm. Bean ................ . • • • • • • • • • •• 

LlOENSED MINISTERS. 
A. A .1\la,.rr .. ........................... . 
I. N. Bailey . . . . . .................... . 

• 
• 

• 

58 yrs. - '' '· •· " ,, " 
G6 yrs, Huntsville, l\ladtson County, ' 
5:~ yrs. " ' ,, " 
52 yrs. 01\fty, " 
50 .vrs. Drakes Creek ·• 

" " 
" . .. 

52 yrs. """"Drakes Creek •· 
38 yrs. Dral<es Ureek " 
55 yrs llindsvllle, " 
57 yrs. Goshen. Washington 
40 yrs. 'Pring Va.llPy, 11 

" " 
" " 
" " 

County, • 
. ' " 

U5 yrs. 
41 yr ~ • 

Farmhntton. \Vashington County ·' 
Aur·ora., 1\ladisou County, ·' 
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