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MINUTES OF THE

SIXTX~SECOND ANNUAL ASSOCIATION

BAPTISTS,
OF•FREEWILL

The meeting met. pursuant to adjournment, with the New Hope Church, Ben-
ton County, Arkansas, October 9. 1903, at 11 A. M. '

The introductory 'sermon was delivered by Elder Granville Evans.', from
Ephesians 2:13. .'. .

The Moderator and Clerk being absent, Elder David Mason was elected Mod.
eratorpro tern and G.C. Bland, Clerk pro tern., '.

Letters were called for from the various churches lind ~he me~sengers i.vitad
to seats. . . . , .

'Letters were called for from corresppnliing Assoclatlo~ and two were received:
One from New MtZion, byEJders David McCullough and W, R. Burnettjand the'
other from Union Associat,ion, by Elder J. H. P. Jones and S. D. Smith and J.'C.
Disheroon, the Moderator extending the right hand of fellowship ..

Officers were elected foil.t,he ensuing year as follows: Elder.r.;. J. Macon, mod-
erator, and G. C. Bland, clerk.

Rules or order were read by the Moderator. after which the following com-
mittees were appointed: Bill oC Arrangements-Elder .J. H, P. Jones; D.vid Mc-
Cullough and David Mallon; on Preaehing-J. W. Allred, H. P. Boydston and Z. M.
Alred; on Memorial of the Dead-Robert Henson, J •. Lewis and J. O.
Hawthorn. .. .' '.

CommIttee on Preaching appointed M P. Capps and M.~t". ltaggard to preach
at 7:30 P. M., and J. H. P .• Jones and Bobert Hensoll to preach Saturday 11 A. M.

Oommittee on Memorial of Dead report no deaths. J

Aftl'r song and prayer by Elder L. J. Macon, the 'Association adjourned until
8::10Saturday morning. .

'1'he Association was called to order by the Moderator at 8:30 Saturday morn-
ing. After singing and prayer by the Moderator, the report of the Committee on
Arrangements was read and received and the committee discharged.

Report oCcommittee:
Resolved: '1'hlLtwe have 500copies of minutes printed and reserve 50 for each

corresponding Association.
That the Clerk superintend the printing and distribution of the minutes
That we cont.inue to correspond With our sister Associations.
That Elder L. J. MlLaon,M. P. Capps and J. O. Hawthorn write and bear the

eorrespondinjt letter to New Mt..Zion Association, and thac L. J. Macon, M.P.
Capps and Robert Henson write and bear the corresponding letter to Union Asso-
cilLtion.

'1'hat we keep up the memorial of our dead. .
That we return a vote of thanks to the people of this vicinity for their hosplt.

able kindness extended to us during this Assooil1.tion. .
That Elder J. H. P; Jones preach the introductory sermon, and Elder L. J.

Macon be his assistant.
That next annual Association be held with Old Mt. Zion Church, Washingtoll

County, Arkansas, on Friday before the second Sunday in Uctober, 1904.
On motion, the Association adjourned until next annual meeting to be held

with Old Mt. Zion church, Washinlrton County, Arkansas, on Friday ,before the
second Sunday in October, Hl04.

.G. C. HI.AND,CIeri" L. J. MACON,Moderator.



GONSTITUTION
From a long series of experiencE', t~e church. of J(lSUS C~lrlst, being regula~ly

baptised upon thl' profession of our fltlth In Christ, are convlnced.f the necessIty
of a combination of churches to perpetuate Union and communion amongst us and
to preserve and maintain a correspondence with each other. 'Ve therefore propose
to keep order and rules of our Association according to the following plan or form.
of government.

L The Association shall be composed of members chosen by the different
.churches in ouroUnion, not exceeding three messengers from each church, and
producing lettl'rs they shall be entitled to seals.

II. Letters from different churches are to express their number of fellowship,
the numbl'r received' by experience, I~tter or recommendation, dismissed, excluded
restored and those that have died since the last Associll.tion.

III.' The members thus chosen and convinced to be denominated the "Old
Mt. Zion Association of Freewill Baptists," to be composed of sundry churches in
the State of Arkansas; the Association to have no power to lord It over Clod's
heritage, nor to have ecclesiastical power over churches, reserving the right of
withdrawing from Imy church acting disorderly.

IV. The Association to have a Moderator and a Clerk, who are to be chosen
by the sufferage of the members. present.

V. New churches to be admitted into the Associlttion are to petition by letter
and delegates, and If, on examilllttion, they are found to be orthodox and orderly,
they may be received by the Association, the moderator giviug the right IIlLUdorfellowship

VI. No question presented by the delegates of any church shall be discussed
In t.he Association unless it has been thoroughl.v discussed in their own church.

VII. Every motion made and seconded shall come under the consideration of
the Assocla.tion unless it be withdrawn by the member who made it.

VIII. The Association is' to endeavor to furnish the churches wiih the mill-
utes of the Association YiL.proportion to the members in each church, the contribu-
tions beinf at the dire.n of the Association.

IX. t shall be the duty d the Clerk to keep a regular file of the minutes.
X. The minutes of the ASSOCIationshltU be read and corrected, if needed,

and signed by.the Moderator and Clerk before the Associatioll closes.
Xl. Amendments to this plan of goverllment may be made at any time when

a majority of the members may deem it nrccessury.
XII. The Association, in case of a failnre of any church to attend, mayen-

quire into the case.

RULES OF ORDER.

I. At every sitting, business shall be opened or conclude~ by prayer by the
Moderator or whoever he may reqUIre. ,

II. Minister present invited to seats with us may debate on all questions but
vote on none. .

III. Those who speak shall rise and address the Moderator, and personal re-
flections shall be avoided in all debates.
. IV. No motion shall be discussed without being seconded.

V. If when a motion has been made and seconded and a member opposes its
discussion,' the ModeI'll.tor shall put the question: "Shall this question be discuss-
ed 1" Which, If negatived, shall be dismissed.. .

VI. If any proposition or motion under debate contalDs two or more POllltS,
it shall be divided at the tequest of a member and the vote taken srpllrately

VII. Motions made and lost shall not be recorrJed on the minutes unless so
ordered at the time.

VIII. No one shall speak more than twice on any subject without special
leave from the Moderator.

()
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IX. All questions shall be decided by a majority of the members present,.
X. No member shall absent himself without leave from the Mode,:ator. !fso,

his name shall be left olf the minutes.
XI. 'l'he minutes shall be leill'urely read and corrected before the rising of theAssociation.
XII. Tha.t in the future sesssjons of thi9 Association, arrangements be made

so as to Insure two sermons or other devotional exercises which will be equivalent
thereto, during each day of the session.

XIII. The Rules of Order shall be disl,incUy read from the chair Immediate-
ly after the org-anization of the Associat.ion .

XIV. Alterations may be made in these rules at any regular meeting of theAssociation.

ARTICLES OF FAITH.

I. W~ believe in olle ollly true and living God and Father, the Word and the
Holy Ghost. Isaiah 45:5; 1st Corinthians 8:6; 1st John 5:7.

2. We believe tha.t the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the.
word of God, and the gospel by .Tesus Christ, the only rule of faith and practice.
2nd Peter 1:21; 2nd 'l'imothy 3:1t1.

3. We believe in the fall of Adam, and that by his transgression all his
posterity fell and were made Sinllf'I'S. Grnl'sis il:6; Romans 3:111.

. 4. We believe in the corruptness of human nature and the inability of man
to recover himself 'by his own freewill and ability. Romans 5:12; St John 6:4.

5. 'We believe that Jl'SUSChrist by the Grace of God tasted death for every
man and through his mediatorial death the way of salvation is made possible 'for
God to have mercy upon all that come to him Upon gospel terms. Heb. 2:6;St .. John 3:36.

6. We believe that "fnners are justified in the sight of God only by the right-
eousnf'SS of Christ imputl'd \.0 them, and the g-oodwor1<sare the fruits of faith and
follows after j Llst.ification. Ephesians 2;5,8; Romans 1i.22.

7. We believe that saints ma.y persevere in grace and not one be lost. Mat-
tlww 11:28; Hevelations 22:14: 2:10.

8. We belif'\'e t1111I'ewill be a resurrection of the dead and a general judg-
ment, and the happiness of the rig-hteous and the punishment of the wicked will
be etern"!. 81. Matthew 25,32; 1st Corinthians la, H, 15.

o We helieve the visible church of Christ, is a con~reg-atfon of faithful men
nnd wom('n who have obtained fellowship with each other and given themselves
to the Lord and one anc.ithf'r. 8t,. Matthew 16. 17, 18. .

10. We believe that .Jesus Christ is the ~reat head of the church and that
the government thereof Is with the body. St .• John 20:11; Corinthians 1:18.

11. We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper and the washing of fe~t
are ordinances of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and to be continued until the second
com in/{. St. Matthew 28:111; Rt. John 13:5-10; 14, 16.

12. We believe that true believers are the only fit subjects of Baptism, and
that immersion is the only tl'lle gospel mode. St. Mark 16:16; . St. Matthew 3:16;
Acts 8:36.

13. "Ve believe that none but true believers are fit subjects to commune at
the Lord's Table. 1st Corinthians 11:28, 29.

14. We believe that the Lord's day ought to be observed and set, apart for the
worship of God, and that no Work or worldly business ought to be transacted
thereon; works of piety, mercy and necessity excepted. Exodus 20:8-9.
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Collection for Printing and Distributing of the Minutes I

Mt. Zion ..•.............•.....•.....•. $2.00
!lugar Cre.k . . . . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.30
New Hope ...••............•.......... loC5
Salem... •••.. ...•.... 50
Clifty ........••.....••.............. " 1.00
)1t. Perrin... ••........... .•........... 75

Total. .•••............. $6.60
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Mt. Zion .... L. J. Macon, Jesse Vaughan,:'J esse

Roles ..••.•..•.•.............•.. 6 0 0 3 3 0 0 75
Sugar Creek Jos.ph Ruddi'ck, Beny Ruddick and

Joseph Ellington ............••. 0 0 0 3 0 16 0 38
New Hope,. J. W. Alred, S. M. Bland and G. C.

Bland ...••...•...........••••. 1 0 0 2 2 2 0 78
Sal.m .••.•. .~~1-~C~~~~;::;:::::: :.::: ::::::::~

0 0 0 0 0 0 .0 18
Clifty ...... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15
Mt. P.rrin .. James Hambrich .....•............. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11

Corresponding Delegates:

New Mt. Zion-David McCullough and W. R. Burnett.

Union-J. H. P. Jones, S. D. Smith and J. C. Disheroon.


