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PROCEEDINGS 
• 

Minutes of the Ninety·third Annual Session of 01~ · 
1\It. Zion Association of.Free Will Baptist, held with 1\{t. 

• • • 

ZIOn church, August lOth, 11th, 1934. · · 
Association was called to order by Moderator, Elder 

W. E. Bland. Scripture reading Psalm 144, by Mod­
erator. Prayer by Eld. 0. T. Allred. ; · · · · 

• 
Introductory sermon was preached by Eld. · Claude 

Lynch. Text, Romans 1 :16, "For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto 
salvation, to every one that believeth; to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek.'' Concluded by Eld.' ·Cecil Gar-. . . 
riSOn. 

Church letters were called for and the following were 
represented by letter and delegates: · .. 

1\It. Zion-l\I. l\L Puryear, Robert Puryear, Fred Archer. 
New Hope-H. L. Keeling, Clyde McGinnis and Sister 

V ehna Boydstun. 
Hickory Grove-Alvin Cook, Isaac Lynch, James Kirk. 
Christian Home-Hugh Becker, Fleeta Gosvenor. 
Clifty-Clarence Capps, Lennie Capps, Leona Scott. 
Antioch-By letter. 
Pilgrim Rest-Garland Barnes, Harvey Covey, Billie 

Reynolds. · 
Cottage Hill-Pond Brodrick, Hern Archer and Effie 

Anderson. 
Rose Hill-Not represented. 
Clear Creek-Albert Bohannon, Thomas Ingmire and_ 

Sam Jones. 
Letters from sister associations were called for 
Indian Creek Association-Elders W. K. Weston, 0. 

T. Allred and John Swaffar. 'l'he right hand of Chris­
tian fellowship was otrercd and delegates ·invited to 
seats in council. . -

Letters from newly organized churches were called 
for. -None responded. 

• • 

Election. of Officers 
Moderator, .................................... Elder Claude Lynch 
Clerk, ............................................ Elder Horace· Knox 
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- Appointment of Committees 
Resolutions-Elders Geo, Been; G. C. Bland and Cecil 

Garrison. 
Finance-\Villie Capps, l\1. l\L Puryear, Hugh Becker. 
Divhie Service-,J: s.- Garrison, Albert Bohannon and 

Hern Archer. 
Temperance-Sammie !Jane, \V. E. I3land, Isaac Lynch. 
Sunday Schools----'Elmer lJawson, Alvin Cook and 0. T. 

Allred. 
ObituarY-}V. K. -weston, ,John Swaffar, 'l'hos. Ingmire. 
Union of Churches-Harvey Covey, Robe1;t Puryear_ 

and Loy Archer. -
. . . ' 

Non-Represented Churches-H. L. Keeling, J. W. 
Allred and Sam Jones. 

:Motion carried to adjourn till il :00 o'clock p. m. 
Committee on Divine Service annonncc Elders 0. T. 

Allred, \V. K. \Veston and John Swaffar to fill the stand 
F'riday night: 

Dismissed with prayer by Elder 0. T. Allred. 

• - ' FIUDA Y AF'l'EllNOON SESSION 
Association· called to or<1cr by l\Ioderator, Eld. Claude 

f Scripture lesson 3rd chapter of 2 Peter. Prayer 
l,y Elc!el' G. C. Bland . 

• 

l\Iotion -'.arriecl that ''"e scat Sister Lane as delegate 
from Christian Home church. 

New business called for. None bronght forward . 
'l'he following ministers reported: Elders G. C. Bland, 

.T. \V. Allred, Cecil Garrison, \V. E. Bland, 'l'om Pinker­
ton, \Villie Capps, Elmer Ijawsm1, Calvin Knox, Horace 
Knox, Sammie Lane, Claude Lynch, and 'l'om Ingmire 
(licensed .. 

Yisiting l\Iinisters-Elders 0. T. Allred, W. IC. Weston 
and ,John Svvaffar. 

l\Iotion carried that we recess till 8 :30 a. m. Saturclav. • • 
. Committee on Divine Service announce Elders J. \V .. 

Allred and W. E. Bland to fill the stand Saturday at 11. 
Dismissed with prayer by Elcl. Horace Knox. 

SA'l'URDAY :l\IORNING SESSION 
Association called to order by the moderator, Scrip­
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ture lesson, 6th chapter of Romans, read by moderator. 
Prayer by Elder 'l'om Pinkerton. 

l\Iotion carried that we receive report of Committee 'on 
Union of Churches and discharge. the committee. 

l\1\otion carried to receive report of Committee rn 
Temperance and diHcharge the committee. ' 

l\Iotion carried to receive report of Co~mittee1 on 
Sunday Schools and discharge the committee. 

l\Iotion carried that we represent in Indian Creek Asso­
ciation, and that Bro. and ::lister Leonard l\1orhs write 
and bear the corresponding letter. '. . 

l\fotion carried to adjourn until 2 :30 p. m. · 
Dismissed with prayer by Elder W. E. Bland. 

SA'l'URDAY AF"l'El{NOON SESSION. 
Association called to OI"dcr by moderator. Scripture· 

lesson Psalm 32. Prayer by Elder '"\Villic Capps. · 
.!\lotion made and passed that we receive report of Com­

mittee on Finance and discharge the committee. 
l\Iotion carried to receive report of Committee on Res­

olutions and discharge the committee. 
:\lotion carried that we have 300 minutes printed,. the 

Clerk to sec to the vrinting and distribution of same. 
l\Iotion made and passed that we represent ·in Old 

Union Association, delega tcs elected to represent us: 
Elders Cecil Garrison, W. E. Bland, Sister W. E. Bland. 

l\Iotion carried to represent at State Association by 
letter. 

Resolved, 'l'hat next session of Old l\It. Zion Association 
be held with Clear Creek church, and that Eld. Horace 
Knox preach the Introductory sermon, Sammie Lane 
alternate. 

Elder Geo. 
'vorlc as field 

. 

Been gave an oral report of his mission 
missionarv of Old l\It. Zion Association. • 

Be it Resolved, That we extend our heart·felt thanks 
to l\1t. Zion church and community for their kindness 
shown us during our stay among them. 

l\Iotion carried to adjourn until Friday at ten q'clock 
a. m. before the second Sunday in August, 1935. ' . . 

Dismissed with prayer by Elder Geo. Been .. 
Elder Claude Lynch, Moderator, 

· Elder Horace Knox, Clerk. 
-3-
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ENROLLMENT OF. IVI.INISTERS AND DEACONS 
. -

ORDAINED l\IINIS'l'ERS 
. -

Name· Age 
G. C. 13land 7G J. w. Allred 
J. H. Roberts G3 S. L. Garvin 
Calvin Knox G1 Geo. Been 
Tom Pinkerton 53 Elmer J.Jawson 
Claude l.Jyneh . 41 w. E. Bland 
J. W. Watson 53 R A . Smith 

• 

Willie Capps 27 Sammie !.Jane 
Cecil Garrison 24 Horace Knox 

Licensed Ministers 
Thomas Ingmire 40 

0. T. Allred 
John Swaffar 

Name 
Loy Archer 
W. E. Lynch 
Albert Bohannon 

Visiting Ministers 
as W. K. \Veston 
2!) 

Ordained Deacons 
Ao·e 

0 

45 J. S. Garrison 
G7 '1'. B. Smith 

G-1 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
• 

Age 
G4 
7G 
53 -

'53 
32 

2G 
28 

2!) 

Age 
77 
5G 

Union of Churches-We, yonr Committee on U~1ion of 
Churches, submit the following: 

\V c find there is a union among the churches of this 
Association, and 

'l'hereforc feel that all ministers of the Gospel should 
work for .a union among all of God's people, especially 
among the Free \Vill Baptist people; for Paul said, 
"Endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bonds 
of peace" (Eph. 4 :3) . 

"l\Iy brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesns 
Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. But 
if ye have respect to persons, yc commit sin" (.J as. 2 :1, !) ) 

JI_joy Archer, 
Committee Robert Puryear, 

LHarvey Covey. 
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Temperance-\Ve, your Committee on 'l'emperanee, 

submit the following report: 
Realizing the evils and sinfulness brought about by · 

intemperance, and especially by strong drinks, we feel 
it the duty of every child of God to· stand -firm for tem­
perance in every sense of the word, denouncing intem­
perance on every hand, since the devil and his servants 
have repealed the Bightcenth Amendment to our Federal 
Constitution. 

\Ve realize that our only source of help is from God; 
as we read in God's \Vord, ''Be so her, he vigilcnt, be-. 
cause your adversary the devil, afl a roaring lion walketh 
about seeking whom he may devour" (1 Peter 5:8). 

\V c urge our ·pastors, evangelists, teachers, and all 
religions leaders to set fourth by precept and example, · 
temperance in all things. 

Christians, watch your vote, and help our officers en­
force the law. 

rElder W. E. Bland, 
Committee ~Elder Sammie Lane, 

L I. '1'. Lynch. 

Sunday Schools-\V e, your Committee on Sunday 
Schools, beg leave to submit the following: 

First, we realize that what we need is more interest 
and godly zeal in our Sunday schools. • • 

Second, we believe the pastors should take the lead in 
encouraging the Sunday school work. 

'l'hird, '!'hat every church member should feel it part 
of their duty to help promote the Sunday school work; 
for if the older people are interested the young people 
and children will be very easy to interest in the work. 

ro. '1'. Allred, 
Committee~ Elmer Lawson, 

LAlvin Cook. 

Ob:itu~ry-\Y e, your Committee ,on Obituaries, find 
that death has claimrd the following of our friends and 
beloved broth crt; and sisterfl in Christ: 

Bro. AlHlrew ,Jackson Been, Sister Susan A Evans 
Kirk, Sister IJina Ann Roberts Sharp, Sister Lizzie 
Cook. 

~Thomas Ingmire, 
Committee ,J olmnv Swaffar . ' l W. K. West on. 

--o-
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ll.esoiutions-No. i-Be it nesolved, 'rhat we extend 
one hour ·of our Friday afternoon session of our next 
Association to our young people's league work, to be 
used by them as they deem best for the advancement of 
their organization. 

• 

No. 2-\Vhereas one hundred million men, cream of the 
nations, have decayed on foreign battle fields and brought 
bereavement and sufferings untold, and filled our century 
of progress with helpless widows and orphans, and 

\Vhereas each and every war has been followed by 
seasons of vadalism, crime and vice, each war exceeding 
previous wars in its period of hardship and its distress. 

·whereas practically all wars have been for conquest 
(a rich man's war and a poor man's fight), and 

\Vhereas the nations are hastening preparations for 
a conflict of untold cruelty and ferocity,' 

Therefore be it Resolved, That we declare war ungodly, 
unchrist-like, uncivilized, and that we declare ourselves 
a non-militant organization, refusing to take up arms 
against our fellowmen. 

( Geo. Been, 
Committee~ G. C. I3land, 

Cecil Garrison. 

Finance-\Ve, your Committee on Finance, submit 
· . the following: 

• 

J\:1 t. Zion ~Cliurcll ................................................... . 
N e'v Hope ............................................................... . 
HickorJl Grove ....................................................... . 
Christia11 I·Iome ................................................... . 
Clifty ........................................................................ . 
Pilgrim Rest ........................................................... . 
.c·ottage llill ........................................................... . 
·Clear Creek ........................................................... . 

$4.00 
3.00 
1.50 
1.55 
2.00 
1.12 
1.30 
1.00 

Total contributed· ................................................ $lfi.4" 
~· . 

Willie Capps, 
Committee Hugh Becker, 

1\I. 1\I. Puryear . 
• 
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' OBITUARIES ' 

' 

Been-Andrew .Jackson Been, son of Conner D. and 
Nancy l\I. Been, was horu September 19, 1851, in Bond 
County, Illinois. . . 

He was united in marriage with Alice Jane Lewis: on 
September 3, 1880. 'l'o this union was horn eight chil­
dren, two sons and six daughters, the follo~ving survive: 

Rev. Geo. Been, Mrs. Dora ,J olmson, l\Irs. Dessie Brown, 
and l\Iiss Carrie Been, all of Springvalley, Arkansas, and 
l\Irs. l\Taud l\IcGuiney of Uteyville, Colorado. 

He was later united in marriage to Miss .Jennie Hen­
derson, and to this union was horn one son, Otto Been 
of Fullerton, Colorado. 

Bro. Been was reared by l\Iethodist parents and was 
sprinkled in infancy, but when he became a young man, 
about twenty years old, he was converted in a :Missionary 
Baptist meeting and united with that church and re­
mained in their fellowship until coming to Arkansas in 
about 1878, he became ac<pwintcd with the Free \Vill 
Baptist doctrine and . united with . l\It. Zion Free ·will 
Baptist church and continued in their fellowship until· 
death. 

0 . 

' 

Kirk-Snsan A. Evans Kirk was born August 5, 1844, 
and departed this life ,January 2, 1934. 

She was married to .Tames l\1·artin Kirk, December 25, 
1865, who <lied l''ehrnary 2, 1888. 'l'o th;s union was 
horn ten children, six boys and four g·irls, all living ex­
cept two. Boys: Arch, who preceded her in death, Aug. 
21, 193:3; II amp who died in i11fancy; Tom, \Vyate, Frank, 
Pierce; all of Clifty, Arkansas. . . 

Girls: Nannie l''imwll of Eureka· Springs, Arkansas; 
Eliza Ann Harp of Halston, Oklahoma; Ada Conway of 
J\Inskogee, Oklahoma; Alice Gates of Anderson, 1\Iissouri. 
37 grandchildren and GO great-grandchildren survi_ve her. 

In October, 1891, she became a member of Hickory 
Grove church. She was a I<'ree '\Vill Baptist for 43 years. 

-7-
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».eynolds Sarah (Johnson) :Reynolds was born April 
13, 1861, and departed this life l\Iay 15, 1934, being 1t 
years, one month and two days old. 

She professed a hope in Christ at the age of 18 and 
joined the Methodist church of Hickory Flat, in which 
she lived a true Christian life for ten years. She then 
joined the Free Will Baptist church of Burkshed and in 
1911, she joined, by letter, the Free Will Baptist church · 
in its organization at Pilgrim Rest, and lived a true and 
faithful life until death. 

She leaves to mourn her passing her husband, Allen 
Reynolds, one son, W. A. Reynolds of Springvalley, Ark., 
and on,e daughter, l\Irs. Susie Dooley of Cushing, Okla., 
ten grandchildren, twelve great-grandchildren, one broth­
er, Cade Johnson, two sisters, lVhs. Delilah Cloer and 
Mrs. Nancy Overton, all of Springvallcy, Ark, and a host 
Of relatives and friends. 

·She was at the home of her granddaughter, Mrs. Nina 
Whittle, at the time of her death. 

Aunt Sallie, as she was called, was loved by all. To 
know her was to love her, and she is greatly' missed by all. 

A dear' and precious one from us 
A voice we loved is still, 

A place is vacant in ·Our homes, 
That never can be filled. 

• 1s gone, 

Cook-Aunt Liz .Cook was born April 5, 1858, and died 
November 12, 1933, age 75 years, seven months and 
seven days. 

She was married to Philander Cook, February, 1879. 
To thisunion was born four children, three of whom sur­
vive her: Mrs. Rena Macon, 1\'Irs. Hester Clarady and 
Mrs. Del ora Ingram, Jessie died three years ago . 

• 

Aunt Liz professed a hope in Christ in early life, and 
united with' l\H. Zion church of which she was still a 
member at tlie time of her death. 

' . 
Aunt Liz wa~ confined to her bed for fourteen mont~1;.s, 

though she bore her· afflictions with patience. · 
We feel that our loss is heaven's gain. 

-8-
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Sharp-Sina Ann Roberts Sharp o£ War Eagle, Ark. 
died April 13, 1934, at 9 :00 p. m. She was born March 
19, 1847, and died at the age of 87 years and 25. days. 

She was married to N. P. Sharp August 18, 1867. To 
this union was born seven children, three daughters and 
four sons, of which four are living; Green C. Sharp and 
Will Sharp and Miss Lou Sharp of the home, all of War 
Eagle, Ark., and Mrs. Mary Pemberton of Clifty,. Ark., 
all of them were at her bedside at the time of her· death. 

She also leaves one Brother Ezra Roberts, two sisters, 
Mrs. Margrett Rogers and ~1Jrs. Mat Miles, all of Best, 
Ark., to mourn her absence. 

She professed a hope in Christ in early life.; joined. Old 
1\It. Zion church of Free Will Baptist, and lived a devoted 
Christian life until death. 

She was a very devoted wife, and a very kind and af­
fectionate mother. She was loved by every one who 
knew her; and to know her was to love her. She was 
kind and affectionate to all, both small and . great. 

[We, the four survivling children, · 1v·ish 'to thank 
every one that was so liberal in rendering their assis­
tance during her sickness and burial. 

Signed: Green Sharp, Will Sharp, Mrs. Mary Pem-
berton and Miss Lou Sharp. · 

' 

• 

• 



ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. GOD. We believe in one true and living, Triune God; 
composed of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, equal in divine 

. Essence, Purpose, Power and Glory.-St. John 1:1; 1 Cor. 8:6; 
St. John 10: i\0. 

2. CHRIST. We believe that Jesus Christ is the divine Son 
of God. Was with the !~ather and the Holy Spirit at the time 
of the Creation, left the Courts of Heaven anll came to this earth. 
Took upon Himself the form of humanity, sin excepted, by being 
born of the Virgin Mary, manifested His power, was crucified, 
placed in Joseph's tomll, rose from the dead the third day, 
completed the great plan of salvation, walked and talked with 
His disciples, publicly ascended up to .Heaven, and that He will 
descend again to gatl~er His jewels home.-Isuiah 9: G; St. John 
1: 14; Luke 1:26-28; Matt. 14: 13-21; Mark 16:9-19; Luke 24: 
50-53; Acts 1:9-12; Mark 15:22-41. 

3. HOLY SPIRIT. We believe that the Holy Spirit has vis­
ited true believers in all ages, and especially since the ascension 
of the ~ON back to the l<'ather, and His co,rning on the day of 
Pentecost. . Has taken up His. otlice work among all nations of 
people, as a Divine Reprover, Comforter and Guide.-Judges 
6:34; 11:29; St. John 16:8-14; Isaiah 63 :'10-12; Ephesians 4: :!0; 
Acts 8: 17-!lu. 

4. THE BIBLE. ·we believe the Bible, which is composed of 
·the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, was given by 
Inspiration of God, is our waybill from earth to heaven, and · 
the only infallible rule of fdith and practice.-2 Peter 1:19-21; 
2 Tim. 3:14-17; Daniel 10:21; Acts 1:16-17; Matt. 21:42. 

5. TH]!] FALJ .. OF' MAN. We believe that GOD created man 
good, gave him a just law by which he should be governed; 
with promise of reward for faithfulness and with penalties of 
punishment for disobedience. Gave man power of free moral 
agency to choose the right and reject the wtong. But our first 
parents heeded the vo'ice of the great enemy of souls, voluntar­
ily transgressed the law of GOD, fell, with their posterity, 
under the just penalty of the same, and were unable of their 
own' power to extricate or save themselves from the great di­
lemma into which they had fallen. God gave them the hope 
of salvation through the coming CHRIST.-Gen. 1:27; 2:16-17; 
Romans 11:11-35; Psalms 37:23-14; 5:18. 

G. REDEMPTION, 1SALVATION, ADOPTION. We believe 
that Jesus Christ by His birth, death, burial, r·esurrection and 
ascension pail! the purchase price tor the redemption of the 
whole human race, arranged a pardon for all who come upon 
Gospel terms; and a law of adoption into the Kingdom of Heav­
en, and an eternal inheritance into the glorified Kingdom above. 
-Heb. 9:12; Gal. 3:13; 4:4-5; T'itus 2:14; Hob. 1:4; St. John 
3:16; Isaiah 15:22. 

7. CONDITIONS OF SALVATION. We believe that all per­
sons dying in infancy and all idiots are saved by the atoning 
merits of the Son of God without any act on their part; that 
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persons coming to the years of accountability, transgressing the 
law of God, must upon their part, exercise faith in Jesus Christ 
through repentance toward God, at the completion of which 
pardon takes place in the mind of the Father and by the Holy 
Spirit they pass through the ordeal of regeneration, are washed 
in the blood of the Lamb and are planted in the Kingdom of 
Christ.-J ohn 3rd chapter; Matt. 19:13-22; 1 Cor. 7:10; Luke 
18:16-17; St. John 4: 11-16; Psalms 98:3. 

8. SALVATION FREE. We · believe that God desires the 
salvation of all; Christ died for all; the Gospel invites all; 
the Holy Spirit strives with all; and whosoever will may come 
and be saved upon the terms of the Uospel.-1 Peter 1:9-25; 
2:9-25; Revelation 22:17. 

9. BAPTISM. We believe that Christian baptism is the im­
mersion of believers in water, in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, in which are represented the burial 
and resurrecaion of Christ; also represents our death to sin, 
and only those who have come under the presbytery of the elders 
are qualified to administer the same.-l\1att. 3:14-16; 3:5-6; 
1 Peter 3:21; St. John 3:23; Acts 10:47; Matt. 28:19. 

10. COMMUNION AND FEET WASHING. We believe that 
the Lord's Supper and the washing of the saints' feet are ordi­
nances of the Gospel of Christ; the Lord'[s Supper was instituted 
by our Savior to commemorate His broken body and shed blood 
for the sins of the world, and to show our remembrance of Him 
till He comes. All Christians have a right to the Lord's Supper 
and should be invited; "Let a man examine himself and so 
Jet him eat." 

The washing of feet was instituted by our Lord at the same 
time that the Supper was instituted as an act of humility to 
show our Jove for each other, and both ordinances should be 
perpetuated by all Christians until Hlis second coming.-Luke 
22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:20-29; St. John 1:1-18; Matt. 26:26-29. 

11. THE SABBATH. We believe that the Christian Sabbath 
should be observed as a day of rest and for the worship of God; 
that we should abstain from all sinful amusements and secular 
employments, works of mercy and piety excepted.-Exodus 20: 
11; 31:12-18; Deut. 5:12-15; Ezek. 20:12; Matt. 28:1; Luke 23: 
56; Acts 13:42-48; Mark 2:27. 

12. CALL TO THE MINISTRY. We believe in a divine call 
of the ministry; that God in His goodness and power of grace, 
impresses His ministers with the burden of lost souls, to the 
extent that the call becomes irresistable with personal content­
ment; that when they yield to the call and exercise the native 
gifts according to the Scriptures, With a full reliance upon Him, 
He accompanies them in the person of the Holy ·spirit to guide 
them in the way of truth and to bless their labors according to 
His purpose.-J onah 1:1; J er. 1:5; Mark 3:14; Acts 1:22-26; 
Matt. 28:19. 

13. THE INVISIBLE CHURCH. We believe that the Invis­
ible or Spiritual Church is the redeemed in the aggragate, is the 
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family of God, is composed of all true Christians oi every con­
gregation from righteous A!Jel to the restitution of all things, 
from every kindred, nation, tongue and people.-Eph. 3:16-21; 
He b. 12:22-23; 1 Pet. 2:5; Eph. 2: 20-22; Acts 2:4 7; Matt. 16:18. 

14. THE VISIBLE CHURCH. We believe that a visible 
church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men and women, 
having obtained fellowship with the Lord and with each other, 
agreeing to keep up a good discipline and doctrine according to 
the rules of the Gospel.-2 Thess. 1: 1; Acts 16:5; 3 John 1: 10; 
Matt. 18: 17; Acts 20:28; Revelation 1:4-20. 

15. PERSEVERANCE. We !Jelieve that all true !Jelievers in 
Christ should persevere in divine grace, and in the knowledge 
of the truth, and that God's grace is sufficient to help them to 
overcome all the o!Jstacles of life, an<l that all the combine<l 
forces of the great enemy of souls on earth and in hell (or in 
his eternal abode) are not a!Jle to pi uck them from His hand 
so long as they walk in the path of duty; !Jut those who side­
step and wilfully refuse or neglect to perform their duty, they · 
would !Jackslide if persistently continued, would !Je eternally 
lost.-Sec. 1: 12; 2 Cor. 9: 10; 2 Peter 1:4-8; 2 Peter 2: 2; Rom. 
8: 35~39; Apostasy: 2 Peter 1:8-9; 1 Cor. 10: 1-13; He b. 12:15-17; 
I John 5:16; Heb. 6:1-G; 1 Tim. 4:1-2; He!J. 3:12; St. John 15: 
1-7; Matt. 12:31-32. 

16. CHRIST THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH. We !Jelieve 
that Christ is the Head of the Church, and that the government 
of the local church is with the body.-Col. 1:18-19; Matt. 16: 
18; Heb. 12:23; Matt. 21:42; Eph. 1:22; Acts 16:4-5. 

17. SANC'TI,FIC~TION. Sanctification is a work of God's 
grace, by which the soul is cleansed from all sin and wholly 
consecrated to Christ. It takes place in regeneration, and the 
Christian can and should abide in this state to the end of life, 
constantly growing in the grace and the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.-1 Cor. 6:11; 2 Thcss. 2:13; He!J. 12:14; Phil. 
3:21; 2 Thess. 5:19-23; St. John 17:17-19; 2 Tim. 2:20-21. 

18. THE RESURRECTION. We !Jelieve in the resurrection 
of the dead, both of the righteous and the wicked. When the 
resurrection shall take place, the soul and body shall !Je united, 
the righteous shall be received into everlasting happiness to 
reign with God for ever; !Jut the wicked shall go away into ever­
lasting punishment.-Matt. 28:6;, John 5:28-29; 1 Cor. 15: 51-58. 

19. THE SOUL. The soul is endless, hence does not die with 
the body, !Jut immediately after death enters into a conscious 
state of happiness or misery, according to the spiritual char­
acter here possessed.-Phil. 1:23; Luke 23:43; Rev. 6: 9; Luke 
16:19-25; Matt. 10:28. 

2Q. JUDGMENT. We believe that there will be a general 
universal judgment, when ali men shall be judged according to 
their works, whether they be good or !Jad, and. that immediately 
thereafter the wicked shall enter Into everlasting punishment, 
and the righteous into eternal happiness.-2 Thess. 1:4-9; Rev. 
14:9-13; Luke 16:23; Rev. 21:8; 2 Cor. 5: 10; Matt. 12:36-37; 
Rev: 20:12-13; Acts 17:31. 
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CONSTITUTION 
. 

From long experience, we, the members of the Church of God 
(denominated Free Will Baptist), being regularly baptized upon 
a profession of our fai(h in our Lord Jesus Christ, and being 
convinced of tho necessity of a combination of churches to 
perpetuate a union ,among us, and to preserve and maintain 
correspondence with each other, do therefore ordain this Con­
stitution for our better associational government. 

Art. 1. MEMBERSHIP. This Association shall be composed 
of members chosen by the different churches of our union, not 
exceeding three messengers from each church, and 'upon pro­
ducing letters, they shall be entitled to seasts. All ordained 
ministers and deacons of said union shall be regular members, 
when present, by virtue of their office. 

Art. 2. NAME. The members thus chosen and assembled 
with the ministers and deacons, to be denominated the Old 
Mount Zion Association of Free Will Baptist, being composed of 
the several churches of our union, the Association having no 
power to lord it over God's heritage, nor ha,•ing any ecclesias­
tical power over the churches, reserving -the right of withdraw­
ing from any church becoming disorderly. 

Art. 3. LETTEHS. Letters· from the differtent churches 
representing are to express their number in fellowship, includ­
ing the names and addresses of ordained and licensed ministers, 
the number of members received upon profession of faith, by 
letter or recommendation, by restoration or denominational 
choice; the number dismissed by letter, excluded, and those 
having died since last Association. The churches in sending 
their letters, may send obituaries of any who have died during 
the year, that we may keep up the memorial of our dead. 

Art. 4. OFFICERS. Sec. 1. The Association shall have a 
Morl.erator, a Clerk, a Treasurer, and an Executive Board of 
three members, who shall be elected at each annual session of 
the Association by the suffrage of the members present. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Board provided for in Sec. 1 of Art. 
4, shall be elected from the ministers, deacons or laity belonging 
to Old Mt. Zion Association: One for one year, one ·for two 
years, and one for three years, and after the first election, one 
shall be elected each year for a term of three years. This 
board shall have power and authority to transact any associa­
tional business which may arise between annual sessions of the 
Association, and shall report to the Association annually. 

Art. 5. NI<JW CHURCHES. Newly constitn;ted churches 
may be admitted to the Association, which are to petition by 
letter and delegates, and if upon examination, they are found 
to be orthodox and orderly, they may be received into the As­
sociation, the Moderator giving the right hand of fellowship. 

Art. 6. QUESTIONS. No question from any church shall 
come under the consideration of the Association unless it has 
been first discussed in its own church. 

Art. 7. l\10TIONS. Every motion made and seconded shall 
come under the consideration of the Association, except it be 
withdrawn by the member who made it. 
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Art. 8. MINUTES. The Association is to endeavor to fur­
nish the churches with minutes of the Association in proportion 
to the number of members in each church, the distribution to 
be at the discretion of the Association. 

Art. 9. CLERIC It shall be the duty of the Clerk to lwep 
a regular file of the minutes of the Association in a book to be 
,kept by the. Association for that purpose. 

Art. 10. SIGNATUHES. The minutes of the Association 
shall be read and corrected, if needed, and signed by the Mod­
erator and Clerk before the close of the Association. 

Art. 11. AMENDMENTS.· Amenaments to this Constitution 
may be made, when necessary, by a two-thirds vote of the mem­
bers present. 

Art. 12. NON-ATTENDANCE. The Association in case of 
failure of any church to attend, shall enquire into the case. 

RULES OF ORDER 

1. At every sitting of the Association, business shall be 
opened and concluded. by prayer by the Moderator or whom­
soever he may request. 

2. Ministers pres·ent are invited to seats, allowed to take 
part in debates on all subjects, and to vote. 

3. Those who speak shall arise and address the Moderator. 
Personal reflections shall be avoided in ali debates. 

4. No motion shall be discussed without a second. 
5. 'Vhen a motion has been made and seconded, and a mem­

ber opposes its discussion, the Moderator shali put the question, 
''Shall it be discussed'?" If negative, the question shali be 
dismissed. 

6. If any proposition or motion under debate contains two 
or more points, it shall be divided at the request of any mem­
ber, and the vote taken separately. 

7. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded. 
8. No one shall speak more than twice on the same subject 

without special leave of the Moderator. 
9. All questions shall be decided by a majority vote of all 

members present. 
10. No member shall absent himself without special leave 

of the Moderator. 
11. Minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected before the 

close of the Association, if necessary. 
12. At all future sessions of the Association, arrangements 

shall be made to insure two sermons, or other devotional ex­
ercises equivalent thereto, during each day of the session, and 
the chair shall announce just before adjournment who shall 
fill the stand at the next meeting. 

13. These llules of Order shall be distinctly read from the 
chair immediately after organization of the Association. 

14. Alterations may be made in these rules at any regular 
session of the Association. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE ASSOCIATION 

'CHURCH Organizedi\Ret'g Pastor Pastor Elect \church Clerk I Postoffice I 11 21 31 4\ 5J 61 7 
I I 

1\ft. Zion 
New Hope 
Hickory Grove 
Christian Home \ 
Clifty I 
Antioch \ 
Pilgrim Rest \ 
Cottage Hill I 
Clear Creek \ 
Rose Hill \ 

1886 jJ. W. Allred J. W. Allred \Berry Puryear Spr'g V., Ark.\ 4\ 7\ 0\ 2\ 0\ 21 61 
1886 W. E. Bland Cecil Garrison 1 Pearl Garrison Garfield, Ark. I 0\ 0\ OJ 3J OJ OJ 47 
1886 W. E. Blancl\W. E. Bland JI. T. Lynch IClifty, Ark. 6 3\ 2\ 1\ 0\ 1\ 90 
1892 \Claude Lynch\Sammie Lane !Fleeta Gosvenor \Hindsville, Ark 0 0 0\ 3 0 0 54 
1896 j.T. W. Allred \Cecil Garrison \ Geo. Vanhook jl\Iundell, Ark. 4\ 0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ 74 
1910 jJ. W. Watson\J. \V. \Vatson \Grace 'l'aylor \Hindsville, Ark 1 0 0 0 0\ 0 56 
1911 \Geo. Been \Sammie Lane \Edith Barnes \Sprg Val., Ark 38\ 0\ 1 2\ 0\ 1\231 
1912 \Sammie Lane\Sammie Ijane \Elsie J\Iiles \Best, ·Ark. \12\ 0\ 0\ 0\ 0\ Ol 47 

Claude Lync~1\\Claude Lynch \\Theo. Ingmire ~Clifty, Ark. i 0\ 0\ 0\ 1 9\ 0\ 12 

'l'otals \65\10\ 3\12\ 9\ 4\672 

. 

Col. 1 Experience ancl Baptism ................ 65 Col. 4 Di~missed by letter ........................ 12 
Col. 2 Recommendation ................................ 10 Col. 5 Excluded ........................................ 9 
Col. 3 Received by letter ............................ 3 Col. 6 Died ............................ ; ................... 4 

•• Col. 7 Total Membership ................................ 672 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Association called to order. by the l\Ioderator, nnd 
in his absence, by the Clerk. 

2. Introductory Sermon. 

3. Letters from the churches composing the Associa-
tion called for, read, and the messengers invited to seats. 

4. Corresponding Associations. 

5. Right hand of fellowship. 

6. · Call for letters from newly organized churches. 

7. Election of permanent officers. 
• 

8. Reading the Constitution and Rules of Order by 
the l\Ioderator or Clerk. 

9.. Appointment of the following committees: (a) 
Resolutions, (b) Finance, (c) Arrangements for preach­
ing, (d) Temperance, (e) Sunday Schools, (f) Obituary, 
(g) ·condition of non-represented churches, (h) Union of 
churches. 

10. Reports of committees appointed at last Associ-
ation and other unfinished business. 

11. Report of new committees. 

12. New Business. 

13. Choosing place for our next Association. 

14. · ·who shall preach the Introductory Sermon? 

15. Reading and adopting the minutes. 

16. Adjournment. 

-16-

• 


	scan

