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MINUTES
of the

107th ANNUAL SESSION

of the
PEE DEE ASSOCIATION

of
Original Free Will Baptists

Met in Session with |
Emerson Church |
Columbus County, North Carolina
October 16, 1976

The next session will be held with the Pine Level
Church in Columbus County, North Carolina, on Saturday ]
before the third Sunday in October, 1977, beginning 1
at9:30a.m.

CHURCH CLERKS AND PASTORS’ NAMES
AND ADDRESSES AS STOOD IN 1976 ]

Beaverdam Church, Columbus County, N. C. _
Rev. William Jackie Godwin, Route 1, Box 84, Clarendon, N. C. 28432—Pastor i
Robert Ward, Route 3, Box 308, Whiteville, N. C. 28472 —Clerk

Cypress Creek, Church, Columbus County, N. C.
Rev. Joe B. Faircloth, Route 3, Conway, S. C.—Pastor
F'.J. Lee, Route 1, Box 20, Nakina, N. C. 28455 —Clerk
Emerson Church, Columbus County, N. C.
Rev. Hollan Norris, Route 1, Box 265-A, Tabor City, N. C. 28463—Pastor
Ricky Hilbourn, Route 2, Box 34, Tabor City, N. C. 28463 —Clerk

Little Bethel Church, Horry County, S. C.

Rev. Charles Hilbourn, Route 3, Whiteville, N. C. 28472—Pastor
Lloyd Thomas, Route 2, Box 300-B, Tabor City, N. C. 28463 —Clerk




Macedonia Church, Columbus County, N. C.
Rev. Leland Etheridge, Route 4, Box 248, Whiteville, N. C. 28472—Pastor
W. G. Suggs, Route 4, Whiteville, N. C. 28472—Clerk

Mission Valley Church, Columbus County, N. C.
Rev. Brooks Sykes, Route 1, Box 147-A, Clarendon, N. C. 28432—Pastor
Gary Sykes, Route 1, Box 147-A, Clarendon, N. C. 28432 —Clerk

Mount Beulah Church, Horry County, S. C.
‘Rev. Austin L. Duncan, Route 1, Box 78, Nakina, N. C. 28455 —Pastor
Frances Nealey, Route 1, Box 122-D, Tabor City, N. C. 28463 —Clerk

Mount Calvary Church, Columbus County, N. C.
Rev. Leon Simmons, Route 4, Box 189-A, Whiteville, N. C. 28472—Pastor
W.D. Brown, P. 0. Box 143, Whiteville, N. C. 28472—Clerk

Mount Olive Church, Columbus County, N. C.
Rev. Vollie Elroy Smith, Route 3, Box 677, Shallotte, N. C. 28459 —Pastor
Robert Benton, Route 2, Box 283, Whiteville, N. C. 28472—Clerk
Oak Grove Church, Bladen County, N. C.

Rev. James B. Hardee, P. O. Box 43, Elizabethtown, N. C. 28337—Pastor
Jerry Bryan, Route 2, Bladenboro, N. C. 28320—Clerk

Pine Level Church, Columbus County, N. C.
Rev. Dewey Hilbourn, Route 3, Tabor City, N. C. 28463 —Pastor
Elwanda Fipps, Route 1, Nakina, N. C. 28455 —Clerk

Pireway Church, Columbus County, N. C.

Rev. Brooks Sykes, Route 1, Box 147-A, Clarendon, N. C. 28432—Pastor
agdalene Cribb, Route 3, Box 212, Tabor City, N. C. 28463 —Clerk

Pleasant Meadow Church, Columbus County, N. C.

2ev. Reedy Graham, 2202 Maple Street, Conway, S. C.—Pastor
anda Spivey, Route 4, Box 287, Whiteville, N. C. 28472 —Clerk

Thomasboro Church, Brunswick County, N. C.

Rev. Jerome Jenrette, Route 1, Ash, N. C. 28420 —Pastor
drant Gore, Route 1, Box 128, Shallotte, N. C. 28459 —Clerk

White Oak Church, Bladen County, N. C.

ev. Ransom McAbee, Bladenboro, N. C. 28320—Pastor
obert EE. Adams, Route 2, Box 105, Clarkton, N. C. 28433 —Clerk

PEE DEE ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

foderator: Rev. James B. Hardee, P. O. Box 43, Elizabethtown, N. C. 28337
lerk: Jack Penny, Route 6, Box 118, Whiteville, N. C. 28472
reasurer: Howard McPherson, Route 1, Box 74, Clarendon, N. C. 28432
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Rev. James B. Hardee, P. O. Box 43, Elizabethtown, N. C. 28337
Clifton Kinlaw, Route 2, Bladenboro, N. C 28358
Jack Penny, Route 6, Box 118, Whiteville, N. C. 28472
Howard McPherson, Route 1, Box 74, Clarendon, N. C. 28432
E. Hayes Pait, Route 2, Bladenboro, N. C. 28358

HOME MISSION COMMITTEE
Lloyd Thomas, Route 2, Tabor City, N. C. 28463
E. Hayes Pait, Route 2, Bladenboro, N. C. 28358
Willie Jones, Nakina, N. C. 28455

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE
Lacy Nealy, Route 1, Chadbourn, N. C. 28431
Dallas Byrd, Route 1, Hallsboro, N. C. 28442
Horace Cartrette, Route 1, Chadbourn, N. C. 28431

ORDAINING COUNCIL
Rev. A. L. Duncan, Nakina, N. C. 28455
Rev. William Jackie Godwin, Route 1, Clarendon, N. C. 28432
Rev. Robert Sellers, Route 1, Tabor City, N. C. 28463
Rev.J. W. Byrd, Route 1, Whiteville, N. C. 28472
Rev. Leon Simmons, Route 4, Whiteville, N. C. 28472

CUSTODIANS
Carson McPherson, Route 1, Chadbourn, N. C. 28431
D. F. Hester, Bladenboro, N. C. 28358
Shelton Sarvis
Grant Gore, Shallotte, N. C. 28459
F.J.Lee, Nakina, N. C. 28455

LIST OF ORDAINED MINISTERS

Rev. A. L. Duncan, Route 1, Box 78, Nakina, N. C. 28455

Rev.J. W. Byrd, Route 1, Box 298, Whiteville, N. C. 28472
Rev.I. G. Ward, Route 1, Nakina, N. C. 28455

Rev. Jerome Jenrette, Route 1, Ash, N. C. 28420

Rev. James B. Hardee, P. O. Box 43, Elizabethtown, N. C. 28337
Rev. Robert Sellers, Route 2, Tabor City, N. C. 28463

Rev. William Jackie Godwin, Route 1, Box 84, Clarendon, N. C. 28432
Rev. Harvey Cribb, Belmont, N. C. 28012

Rev. James Nobles, Route 1, Box 34-A, Tabor City, N. C. 28463
Rev. Claude Housand, Route 1, Longs, S. C. 29568

Rev. Lewis J. Sprouse, Bladenboro, N. C. 28358

Rev. Jasper Pernell, Bladenboro, N. C. 28358

Rev. Reedy Graham, 2202 Maple Street, Conway, S. C.

Rev. Archie Smith

Rev. Brooks Sykes, Route 1, Box 147-A, Clarendon, N. C. 28432
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Rev. Hollan Norris, Route 1, Box 265-A, Tabor City, 28463

Rev. Leon Simmons, Route 4, Box 189-A, Whiteville, N. C. 28472
" Rev. Levy J. Ward, Route 3, Box 52, Tabor City, N. C. 28463
Rev. Charles Hilbourn, Route 3, Box 264, Whiteville, N. C. 28472
Rev. Leland Etheridge, Route 4, Box 252, Whiteville, N. C. 28472
Rev. Ransom McAbee, Bladenboro, N. C. 28358

Rev. Vollie Smith, Route 3, Box 677, Shallotte, N. C. 28459

|
\

PROCEEDINGS

The one hundred seventh annual session of the Pee Dee Association of
Original Free Will Baptists of North Carolina convened at Emerson church in
Columbus County, North Carolina, on October 16, 1976.

This session opened with the congregation singing ‘‘Grand And Glorious
Feeling.” The Rev. Hollan Norris brought the devotional service, taking his

message from Romans, Chapter 8.
' The welcome address was given by Brother Lacy Nealy. The response was
given by Brother Leo McPherson, and the congregation sang ‘‘Where Could I
Go But to the Lord?”’

The moderator then welcomed the visitors and invited them to sit with us
during this session. He then announced the house in order for business and
~ appointed the following committees:

Periodical Committee: Brothers Nelson Soles, Elgen Cribb, and Sister
Letha Register

Educational Committee: Brothers Lindlin Bryon, Orby Ikner, and Billy
Ray Ransom

Sunday School Committee: Brothers Ronald Settle, Calvin Duncan, and
- Alfred Simmons

Ministerial Committee: Brothers Earl Clewis, Ted Nealey, and Frankie
Ivey

Obituary Committee: Sisters Elizabeth Edwards, Nell Wilson, and
Patricia Settle

Resolution Committee: Brothers Guy Long, Steve Hargrove, and Deams

Godwin

Finance Committee: Brothers Horace Ward, Thomas McDaniels, and J.
R. McPherson

The Home Missions Committee is a standing committee composed of
Brothers Lloyd Thomas, E. Hayes Pait, and Willie Jones.

The Investigation Committee is a standing committee composed of
Brothers Lacy Nealey, Dallas Byrd, and Horace Cartrette.

3 The roll of ministers was called and the following were absent: The Revs.
1. G. Ward, Jerome Jenrette, Harvey Cribb, Claude Housand, Lewis J.

Sprouse, Jasper Pernell, Reedy Graham, Archie Smith, and Levy J. Ward. The
'Rev. Jasper Pernell is on the disabled minister’s list.
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The Rev. Jackie Godwin gave the report on Foreign Missions, and th
moderator gave reports on the Free Will Baptist Press and the Church Financ
Association.

Brother Harold Herring brought greetings from Mount Olive College and
gave the report on the College.

The Rev. Sam Weeks, superintendent of the Children’s Home gave a repo;
of progress on the Children’s Home and the Retirement Homes. The
congregation sang ‘‘I Feel Like Traveling On’’ and an offering of $207.57 was
taken for the Children’s Home. The service was then turned over to the Rev.
Sam Weeks to bring the morning message. He brought a very inspirin g
message from Exodus 20:1-17 and Matthew 22:36-40. 3

Brother Harold Herring dismissed the association and asked the blessings
for the lunch that had been prepared. 1

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

The association reassembled with the singing of ‘‘Power in the Blood.”
Prayer was offered by the Rev. Leland Etheridge. 4
The house was declared in order for business by the moderator. :
The Rev. Sam Weeks announced that the Children’s Home Choir would be
available to sing in this area in November, either the 12th or 13th. Motion as
made by Brother Mayo Brown to invite the Children’s Home Choir to sing at
Mount Calvary church on November 13, 1976 at 7:30 p. m. Motion carried.
Brother Harold Herring announced that a singing group from Mount
Olive College, ‘“The New Creations,”’ are available to come to the area for
singing, eating, and fellowship. Motion by the Rev. Ranson McAbee that thisbe
brought before the Union Meeting and that it be discussed and decided on
there. Motion carried. , 1
The moderator called for church letters and they were read by the Clerk,
Mount Beulah did not report.
The committee reports were called for and read as follows:

PERIODICAL §

We, your committee, beg leave to report that we recommend to all our
churches and Sunday schools that they use literature printed by the Free Will
Baptist Press Foundation in Ayden, North Carolina, and that we support Mount
Olive College. Also that we continue our weekly prayer services in all of our
churches. ]

i

Respectfully submitted,
Nelson Soles :
Elgin Cribb

Letha Register

Motion was made by Brother Nelson Soles to receive this report and
dismiss the committee. Motion carried.

EDUCATIONAL E
We, your committee, beg leave to report that each church in the
association use every means possible to support our educational institutions,
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g also encourage our young people who plan to further their education to do
)at Mount Olive College. We also recommend that each church in the Pee Dee
sociation invite the College to present its program to the local congregation.
also recommend that each church support its education group.
Respectfully submitted,
Lindlin Bryan

Billy R. Ransom

. Motion was made by the Rev. Jackie Godwin that we receive this report
nd dismiss the committee. Motion carried.

: SUNDAY SCHOOL

. We, your committee, beg leave to report that we recommend that all
hurches use every means possible granted by God’s grace to promote an
ffective and efficient Sunday school. Extreme care should be used in selecting
hristian officers and teachers. Also that we use literature printed by the Free
jill Baptist Press Foundation in Ayden, North Carolina.

Respectfully submitted,
Calvin Duncan

Ron Settle

Alph Simmons

. Motion was made by Brother Lacy Nealy that we receive this report and
lismiss the committee. Motion carried.

i RESOLUTIONS

We, your committee, beg leave to report that we recommend the use of
jterature that is printed by the Free Will Baptist Press Foundation, that we
ncourage the importance of our high school children furthering their
ducation and recommend that they attend Mount Olive College, that our
enomination continue to pray for and help support the Children’s Home at
iddlesex, North Carolina, and also support our Mission program.
Respectfully submitted,
Steve Hargrove
Guy Long
Deams Godwin

. Motion was made by Brother Steve Hargrove that we receive this report
ind dismiss the committee. Motion carried.

- MINISTERIAL

. We, your committee, beg leave to report that we find all our ministers in
ood standing as far as we know. We feel that the ministers who are absent
hould be investigated more closely.

Respectfully submitted,
Frank Ivey

Ted Nealey

Earl Clewis
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Motion was made by Brother Earl Clewis that we accept this report and
dismiss the committee. Motion carried.

OBITUARY

We, your committee, beg leave to report that it is with sincere regret that
we report eight deaths, to the best of our knowledge, during the year. We
suggest that we stand in a moment of silent prayer in memory of these. ;
Respectfully submitted,
Nell Wilson 1
Elizabeth Edwards

Patricia Settle

Motion was made by Sister Nell Wilson that we receive this report and
dismiss the committee. Motion carried.

FINANCE
We, your finance committee beg leave to report: 3
Old Funds $325.68
New Funds 421.40
Total $747.08

Respectfully submitted,
Horace Ward
J.R.McPherson
Thomas McDaniels

Motion was made by the Rev. Leland Etheridge to accept the report and
dismiss the committee. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT

0Old Funds $173.54
New Funds 395.00 4
0t $568.54
Disbursements 1
Home Missions $40.00
Clerk 30.00
Treasurer 7.00
Minutes 134.72
Bibles for Preachers 38.94
Total Disbursements 250.
Balance in Treasury $317.
Respectfully submitted,

Howard McPherson, Treasurer ]

Motion was made by the Rev. Jackie Godwin that we receive this report,
Motion carried. ]

HOME MISSIONS TREASURER’S REPORT
We, your committee, beg leave to report as follows:
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Balance Brought Forward : $292.90
New Funds 40.00

Total $332.90
Paid Out 100.00
Balance in Treasury $232.90

Respectfully submitted,
Lloyd Thomas
E. Hayes Pait

Motion was made by the Rev. Hollan Norris that we receive this report.
Motion carried.

ORDAINING COUNCIL

The Ordaining Council of the Pee Dee Association reports the following
meetings during 1976:

1. Met at Little Bethel Free Will Baptist Church on January 16, 1976 to
examine the Rev. Gardner Jones for pastorate of the church. The Council
found him sound and orthodox in the faith and approved him to pastor the
church.

2. April 26, 1976—The Council met with the Rev. Lewis Sprouse at the
request of Union No. 1, questioning the Rev. Sprouse concerning his attendance
of Union Meetings. After questioning the Rev. Sprouse, he stated that he would
attend the Union Meetings whenever possible. He further stated that if he
- couldn’t attend, he would send an excuse. The Council gave Union No. 1, a
_written statement to this effect.

3. The Ordaining Council met with the Rev. Ransom McAbee on May 28,
1976, at Mount Olive Free Will Baptist Church for the purpose of accepting him
into the Pee Dee Association, and examining him to pastor White Oak Free Will
Baptist Church. The Rev. McAbee had a letter of recommendation from the
Palmetta Conference. After questioning him, the Council found him sound and
orthodox in the faith, and recommended him to pastor White Oak church, and
accepted him as a minister in good standing of the Pee Dee Association.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. A. L. Duncan

Rev. Willlam J. Godwin
Rev.J. W.Byrd

Rev. Robert Sellers
Rev. Leon Simmons

Motion was made by the Rev. Hollan Norris that we accept this report.
Motion carried.

INVESTIGATION
We, your committee, met with members of Pleasant Meadow church,
representing both letters that were presented to the association last October.
We met with them shortly after the association adjourned at Cypress Creek
church and gave the following report to the Executive Committee, toactonas
God led them. We heard the discussion of one side represented by Sister Mary
Benton and Brother Rossie Ward, and Brother G. B. Benton, who was not
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present for discussion. This side stated that they were to have a called con
ference to get association delegates, but the conference was not held. The;
stated that Pleasant Meadow did not hold a conference to elect Brother Reed
Graham as pastor. They stated that the regular pastor’s time was up o
October 1, 1975, according to church regulations and they stated that th
church held a conference while Brother Robert Sellers was still pastor to kil
the church regulations and that Brother Robert Sellers resigned when th
church killed the rule not to take a person in the church as a member that has
been married more than one time. They stated that Reedy Graham resignel
Mount Olive Church because of poor health problems, but took Pleasan
Meadow church as pastor immediately .after resigning. They stated that the
people representing the other letter spoke ill of Brother I. G. Ward.

We heard the discussion from the other side, or the ones representing th
other letter. This letter was represented by Brothers J. D. Sarvis, Conra
Ansback, Lawrence Hardee, and Reedy Graham. They stated that the time foi
their present pastor was not up until after the association. They stated that:
committee from the church visited Brother Reedy Graham to see if he woull
replace Brother Robert Sellers as pastor. They stated that Brother Rosslt
Ward held a conference meeting to elect Brother Reedy Graham as pastor '
that they had a written statement from Brother Reedy Graham to this effect
They stated that the church had to call the county police to help keep Broth ol
Rossie Ward in order at the conference meeting. They stated that the onl
regulation voted out was the one that would not accept a person as membe
that had been married more than once. They stated that they held a conferenc
meeting Saturday night before the association, but the deacons left with th
church books and would not stay for the conference meeting. This report wa
given to the Executive Committee on November 12, 1975 at7:30 p. m. 4

Respectfully submitte
Dallas Byrd ‘
Lacy Nealy

Horace Cartrette

Motion was made by Brother Dallas Byrd that we accept this repo
Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

No Report.

Motion by the Rev. Jackie Godwin that the association give the
Ransom McAbee and the Rev. Vollie Smith the right hand of fellowship. Mo y
carried.

Motion by Brother Clifton Kinlaw to exclude the reading of the
minutes. Motion carried. -

0Old or unfinished business: None.

New business was called for and the clerk read a letter from Pine L«
church that requested that the next association be held at their church. Mo
by Brother Clifton Kinlaw to grant their request. Motion carried.

The following letter, dated October 10, 1976, was submitted by Plea
Meadow church and read by the clerk: We, the members of Pleasant Mea
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3 Will Baptist Church, Nakina, N. C., ask you, the Pee Dee Association, to
this matter in hand. On Sunday morning, October 10, 1976, the members of
hurch requested that a conference be called in order to appoint a new
or. At this time the church has two ordained deacons. They will not
erate with the members of the church. Our attendance has been dropping
lembers as well as visitors. We request that some members of the
ciation set a date and hold conference at our church. We need to call a
or as well as to attend to various other business matters. Thank you for
rtime and hope for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Terry Thompson, Trustee

‘Motion by the Rev. Jackie Godwin that the Executive Committee meet
i this church and try to help them. Motion carried.
The following letter was received from Little Bethel church and read by
clerk: Little Bethel sends greetings to the Pee Dee Association. Brethren,
send a petition for our old type minutes, in preference to the Yearbook. We
y that God will bless this meeting today. This done by order of conference,
ust 12, 1976.
Gardner Jones, Moderator
Lloyd Thomas, Church Clerk

Motion by Brother Dallas Byrd that the association grant their request and
back to the old minutes. Motion carried with vote of 59 for and 3 against.
Motion by Brother Lacy Nealy that we discontinue getting the Yearbook.
tion carried.
The following letter was received from the Ash Free Will Baptist Church
i read by the clerk: We, the people of Ash Free Will Baptist Church of
swick County, petitioned the Pee Dee Union No. 2 about a year ago for
rch admittance to the Pee Dee Union No. 2 and were accepted,
ding the decision of the Pee Dee Association. Therefore believing
doctrine and beliefs and accepting the laws and bylaws of the Pee Dee
ociaton, we, the people of Ash Free Will Baptist Church, do at this time
ition the Pee Dee Association for acceptance of church membership to the
ociation. The church, at this time has 40 members with an average at-
dance of about 30 members. The church owes no debts at this time and is
ogressing spiritually and economically.
Pastor—the Rev. Leland Etheridge
Church Clerk—Virginia Smith
Church Superintendent—Boyd Lee Smith

Church Deacons—Cosby Smith
A.R. Innman

Phillip Innman

Motion by the Rev. A. L. Duncan that we accept this church into the
ociation and extend the pastor and delegates the right hand of fellowship
pthe association. Motion carried.

Motion by the Rev. Leland Etheridge that the meeting of the Executive
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Committee 30 days prior to association be discontinued. Motion carried.

Motion by the Rev. Jackie Godwin that we give Emerson church a standing
vote of thanks for the fine job they did today in hosting the association. Motion
carried.

Motion by Brother E. Hayes Pait that we give the Rev. Austin Duncan m
out of the Home Missions Treasury. Motion carried.

Motion by Brother Ted Nealey that we give the Rev. I. G. Ward $50 out ot:
the Home Missions Treasury. Motion carried. j

Motion by the Rev. A. L. Duncan that we have 400 minutes of the old type
printed. Motion carried.

Motion by Brother Dallas Byrd that we pay the clerk and trea
the same as last year. Motion carried. j

Motion by Brother Clifton Kinlaw that we authorize the clerk to b
stamps and envelopes as needed. Motion carried.

There was a motion by Brother Lacy Nealy that the association adjo
Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
James B. Hardee, Moderator
Jack Penny, Clerk
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