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192 Pee Dee Association

MINUTES
of the
117TH ANNUAL SESSION
of the
PEE DEE ASSOCIATION
of
ORIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTISTS

Met in session with
Mount Calvary Church
Columbus County, North Carolina
October 18, 1986

The next session will be held with Emerson Church in Columbus County, North
Carolina, on Saturday before the third Sunday in October, 1987, beginning at 9 a.m.

PEE DEE ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

MODERATOR: The Rev. William Jackie Godwin, Route 1, Box 84, Clarendon, NC 28432

ASSISTANT MODERATOR: The Rev. Hollan Norris, Route 2, Box 28-B, Tabor City, NC
28463

CLERK: Jack Penny, Route 3, Box 258, Whiteville, NC 28472

TREASURER: Howard McPherson, Route 1, Box 74, Clarendon, NC 28432

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The Rev. William Jackie Godwin, Route 1, Box 84, Clarendon, NC 28432
The Rev. Hollan Norris, Route 2, Box 28-B, Tabor City, NC 28463
Jack Penny, Route 3, Box 258, Whiteville, NC 28472
Howard McPherson, Route 1, Box 74, Clarendon, NC 28432
The Rev. Wade Nealey, Route 1, Box 244-A, Chadbourn, NC 28431

HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE
The Rev. Joseph B. Benton III, Route 8, Box 319, Conway, SC 29526
Jerry Bryan, Route 4, Box 1195, Bladenboro, NC 28320
Bud Williams, Tabor City, NC 28463

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE
Dallas Byrd, Route 1, Box 213-A, Hallsboro, NC 28442
Horace Cartrette, Route 1 Chadbourn, NC 28431
Woodrow Hinson, Route 1, Chadbourn, NC 28431

ORDAINING COUNCIL
The Rev. James B. Hardee, Box 43, Elizabethtown, NC 28337
The Rev. J. W. Byrd, Route 1, Box 195, Whiteville, NC 28472
The Rev. Leland Etheridge, Route 4, Box 252, Whiteville, NC 28472
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The Rev. Garland Suggs, Route 4, Box 264, Whiteville, NC 28472
The Rev. Neil J. Harrelson, Route 6, Box 52-B, Whiteville, NC 28472

CUSTODIANS
Carson McPherson, Route 1, Chadbourn, NC 28431
D. F. Hester, Bladenboro, NC 28320
Shelton Sarvis, Tabor City, NC 28463
F. J. Lee, Nakina, NC 28455

ORDAINED MINISTERS
J. W. Byrd, Route 1, Box 195, Whiteville, NC 28472
Jerome Jenerette, Route 1, Ash, NC 28420
James B. Hardee, Box 43, Elizabethtown, NC 28337
Robert Sellers, Route 2, Tabor City, NC 28463
William Jackie Godwin, Route 1, Box 84, Clarendon, NC 28432
Harvey Cribb, Route 3, Box 74-A, Tabor City, NC 28463
James Nobles, Route 2, Box 188, Tabor City, NC 28463
Claude Housand, Route 1, Longs, SC 29586
Archie Smith, Route 1, Box 139-B, Clarendon, NC 28432
Brooks Sykes, Route 1, Box 147-A, Clarendon, NC 28432
Hollan Norris, Route 2, Box 28-B, Tabor City, NC 28463
Levy J. Ward, Route 3, Box 52, Tabor City, NC 28463
Charles Hilbourn, Route 3, Box 254, Whiteville, NC 28472
Leland Etheridge, Route 4, Box 252, Whiteville, NC 28472
Joseph B. Benton III, Route 8, Box 319, Conway, SC 29526
Terry Wade Nealey, Route 1, Box 244-A, Chadbourn, NC 28431
Horace Ward, Route 1, Box 125, Chadbourn, NC 28431
Garland Suggs, Route 4, Box 264, Whiteville, NC 28472
Neil J. Harrelson, Route 6, Box 52-B, Whiteville, NC 28472
Dewey Hilbourn, Route 1, Box 291, Tabor City, NC 28463
Jay Hodge, Route 2, Box 28-A, Tabor City, NC 28463
Daniel Tyler Jr., Route 2, Box 193, Tabor City, NC 28463
Ricky Fowler, Route 1, Box 293-B, Loris, SC 29569
Darrell Cartrette, Route 3, Box 299, Whiteville, NC 28472
Pete Cribb, Route 3, Box 298-A, Whiteville, NC 28472
Kim Barnes, Route 1, Box 72, Clarendon, NC 28432
Tommy Bryson Jr., Route 4, Box 163-B, Whiteville, NC 28472
William E. Ward, 120 Peachtree Road, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
Bobby Carden, Box 734, Bladenboro, NC 28320

DISABLED MINISTER
Jasper Parnell, Bladenboro, NC 28320

PROCEEDINGS

The one hundred-seventeenth annual session of the Pee Dee Association of Original
Free Will Baptists of North Carolina convened at Mount Calvary Church in Columbus
County, North Carolina, on October 18, 1986.

This session was opened with the congregation singing ‘“Amazing Grace.’' The Rev.
Hollan Norris conducted the devotional service, taking his text from Matthew 5:13-17.
Altar prayer was led by the Rev. Daniel Tyler Jr.
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The welcome address was given by Brother Robert Adams. The response was given
by the Rev. Joseph B. Benton III.

The assistant moderator welcomed everyone and invited the visitors to sit with us
during this session. He announced the house in order for business.

The roll of churches was called and all churches were represented.

The roll of ministers was called and the Revs. Robert Sellers, William Jackie God-
win, Harvey Cribb, Claude Housand, Archie Smith, Levy J. Ward and Terry Wade
Nealey were absent. The Revs. Robert Sellers, William Jackie Godwin, Claude Housand,
and Terry Wade Nealey were excused on motion by the Rev. Darrell Cartrette.

The moderator then appointed the following committees:

DEVOTIONAL: Vernon Hinson, Jackie Spivey and Lloyd Thomas. (This committee
was excused to select the minister to bring the morning message.)

PERIODICAL: David Grainger, Norman Soles and Owens Ward.

EDUCATIONAL: Emma Hickman, Earl Clewis, Vivian Tharpe.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: Edward Matherson, Hoyt McPherson and Billy Ray Mercer.

MINISTERIAL: Daniel Tyler Jr., Charles Hilbourn and Jay Hodge.

OBITUARY: Dean Cartrette, J. W. Nobles and Troy Hickman.

RESOLUTIONS: Dewey Hilbourn, Elgin Cribb and Harold Dean Singletary.

FINANCE: Stella Jenerette, Billy Griffin and Stewart Norris.

HOME MISSIONS: This is a standing committee composed of Joseph B. Benton III,
Jerry Bryan and Bud Williams.

INVESTIGATION: This is a standing committee composed of Dallas Byrd, Horace
Cartrette and Woodrow Hinson.

The Devotional Committee came back in and gave the following report: We, your
committee, beg leave to report that the Rev. Daniel Tyler Jr., will bring the morning
message.

Respectfully submitted,

Lloyd Thomas

Jackie Spivey

Vernon Hinson

The Devotional Committee report was received on motion by the Rev. Joseph B.
Benton III, and the committee dismissed.

Howard McPherson gave a report on Home Missions.

The Rev. Bobby Taylor gave a report on the Children’s Home. The congregation then
sang ‘‘Leaning on the Everlasting Arms,” and an offering in the amount of $146 was
taken for the Children’s Home.

The Rev. Walter Sutton gave a report on the Retirement Homes.

The Rev. Frank Harrison gave a report on Mount Olive College.

Janie Sowers gave a report on the Free Will Baptist Press Foundation.

The Rev. De Wayne Eakes gave a report on the State Convention.

Reports were accepted for information on motion of the Rev. James B. Hardee.

Church letters were called for at this time and read by the clerk.

The body was dismissed at this time for a short recess.

The Association reassembled with the singing of “When I See the Blood.’’ Prayer
was offered by the Rev. Noah Brown. The service was then turned over to the Rev.
Daniel Tyler Jr., who brought a very inspiring message from 1 Peter, Chapter 5.

The congregation was dismissed for lunch with prayer by the Rev. Leon Simmons,
who also asked the blessings for the lunch that had been prepared.

The Association reassembled with the singing of ‘I Feel Like Traveling On.”’ The
altar prayer was led by the Rev. James Nobles.
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The house was announced in order by the assistant moderator. He called for the com-
mittee reports and they were read by the clerk.

REPORTS

PERIODICAL
We, your committee, beg leave to report that we recommend to all our churches that
we use the King James Version of the Holy Bible in our churches for both teaching and
preaching. Also that we use literature printed by the Free Will Baptist Press Foundation
in all our churches.

Respectfully submitted,
Owens Ward
David Grainger
Norman E. Soles

Report received and committee dismissed on motion by the Rev. Neil Harrelson.

EDUCATIONAL
We, your committee, beg leave to report to all our churches that we use every means
available to us to teach our members God’s Word, and make it applicable to our daily liv-
ing so our lives may be an example to the unbelievers in our community, and to use our
influence to upgrade our Sunday School system, and our private studies.

Respectfully submitted,
Vivian Tharpe
Emma Hickman
Earl Clewis

Report received and committee dismissed on motion by the Rev. James Nobles.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We, your committee, wish to report a recommendation that all our churches within
the Association strive prayerfully and carefully to promote and maintain an effective
Sunday School. We further recommend that our churches use extreme care in selecting
Sunday School officers and teachers. We suggest that we have Sunday School workshops
to better educate our officers and teachers to further our young people’s education in
God’s Word.

Respectfully submitted,
Hoyt McPherson
Edward Matherson
Billy Ray Mercer

Report received and committee dismissed on motion by Owens Ward.

RESOLUTIONS
We, your committee, report that we have no resolutions to report. We ask the body to
rise in appreciation of Mount Calvary Church for the warm and cordial hospitality in
entertaining the 1986 Annual Pee Dee Association.

Respectfully submitted,
Elgin Cribb
Harold Dean Singletary
Dewey Hilbourn

Report received and committee dismissed on motion by Elgin Cribb.
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MINISTERIAL
We, your Ministerial Committee, wish to report that to our knowledge all of our
ministers are in good standing with the exception of three who failed to attend or send an
excuse today. We recommend that the Association ask the Executive Committee to
check with these ministers to find out the problem.

Respectfully submitted,
Daniel Tyler Jr.
Jay Hodge
Charles Hilbourn

Report received and committee dismissed on motion by Robert Adams.

OBITUARY
We, your committee, beg leave to report that it is with sincere regrets that we report
27 deaths, to the best of our knowledge, during the past year. We ask that the congrega-
tion stand and pause for a moment of silent prayer in memory of these.
Respectfully submitted,

Dean Cartrette
J. W. Nobles
Troy Hickman

Report received and committee dismissed on motion by Daniel Tyler Jr.

FINANCE
We, your committee, beg to report:

Old Funds $ 343.81
New Funds 718.00
Total $1,061.81
Respectfully submitted,
Stella Jenerette
Billy Griffin
Stewart Norris

Report received and committee dismissed on motion by Robert Adams.
TREASURER’S REPORT

Receipts
Old Funds $ 343.81
New Funds 718.00
Total $1,061.81
Donated from churches to pay for Yearbooks: 740.00
Total $1,801.81
Disbursements
Clerk $ 30.00
Treasurer 30.00
Moderator 30.00
Minutes 454.87
Home Missions 30.00
UCV Charges 60.40
Postage 8.90
Articles of Faith 31.35
Yearbooks 573.56
Total Disbursements $1,249.08

Respectfully submitted,
Howard McPherson, Treasurer
Report received on motion of Owens Ward.
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HOME MISSIONS TREASURER'S REPORT
We, your committee, beg leave to report:

0Old Funds $ 472.90
New Funds 30.00
Total $ 502.90

Respectfully submitted,

Joseph B. Benton III

Bud Williams

Jerry Bryan

Report received on motion by Jay Hodge.

ORDAINING COUNCIL

The Ordaining Council met on January 19, 1986, at Trinity Church with the Rev.
Henry Ward concerning his pastoring Trinity Church. The council questioned him about
his beliefs and found him to be sound in his faith. The council requested and received a
letter of recommendation from the Central Association of South Carolina.

The Ordaining Council was requested and met with Brother Lloyd B. Duncan, March
23, 1986, about being approved as a licensed minister. Council recommended that he be
licensed. NOTE: On August 3, 1986, the council received a letter from Brother Duncan
with his credentials and his request that we drop his name as a minister.

The Ordaining Council met with the Rev. Jeff Cockrell on April 13, 1986, and ap-
proved him for work in the Pee Dee Association.

The Ordaining Council met on May 25, 1986, at White Oak Church with the Rev. Bob-
by K. Carden concerning his pastoring White Oak Church. The council questioned him
about his beliefs and found him to be sound in faith. Council requested and received a let-
ter of recommendation from the Palmetto Conference. The council also requested that
he turn in his old license and receive a new one from the Pee Dee Association.

The Ordaining Council received a letter from Mount Beulah Church dated June 16,
1986, stating that Brother Carl Gattis was in good standing and recommended him for
license. The council met with Brother Carl Gattis on July 6, 1986. Council questioned him
and approved him for license.

The Ordaining Council met with the Rev. Henry Ward at Pine Level Church on
August 10, 1986. Mr. Ward stated that he wanted to become a minister in the Pee Dee
Association. Council recommended that he turn in his old license from the Central Con-
ference and receive a new one from the Pee Dee Association.

The Ordaining Council recommends the Revs. Henry Ward and Bobby Carden to the

Association for membership and the right hand of fellowship.
Respectfully submitted,

Rev. James B. Hardee, Chairman
Rev. Garland Suggs, Clerk
Motion by Robert Adams that we accept the report and the Rev. Henry Ward and
Bobby Carden into the Association and give them the right hand of fellowship.
Motion carried and the right hand of fellowship was given.

EXECUTIVE COMMITEE
We, your committee, beg leave to report that we met on August 25, 1986, with all
members present. The Ordaining Council members were also present. The following
business was taken care of:
1. The moderator and treasurer had received a bill from the Executive Committee
of the North Carolina State Convention of Original Free Will Baptists in the amount of



198 Pee Dee Association

$578.56 for printing of our minutes in the Yearbook. There was not enough money in the
treasury to pay this bill. There was a motion by the Rev. Hollan Norris that the clerk
write a letter to all churches that were not represented by members of the committees
present, asking them to contribute at least $50 so this bill could be paid, as it would be a
bad reflection on our Association if it remained unpaid. Motion carried and letters were
sent to the following churches: Cypress Creek, Little Bethel, Mount Beulah, Pireway,
Pleasant Meadow, Thomasboro, Trinity and White Oak.

2. The Rev. Dale Yarborough had left this area and wanted to join the Eastern Con-
ference and needed a letter of recommendation. Motion by Brother Howard McPherson
that the clerk write a letter of recommendation to the Eastern Conference for the Rev.
Dale Yarborough. Motion carried and letter of recommendation was written and sent by
the clerk.

3. The Ordaining Council recommended to the Executive Committee the following:
That the Ordaining Council have permission to request that any minister, coming into
the Association from another conference outside the North Carolina State Convention,
give his credentials from that conference to the Ordaining Council to be put on file with
the clerk of the Association, and be issued Pee Dee Association credentials. When he
leaves and goes to another conference outside the North Carolina State Convention, his
original credentials will be given back to him. Motion by Brother Howard McPherson
that we accept the Ordaining Council’s recommendation. Motion carried. The ordination
certificate of the Rev. William E. Ward was given to the clerk to be put on file at this
time.

4. The Ordaining Council then presented a list of 90 questions that they decided to use
in preparing new ministers for ordination. These questions were broken down into four
topics: 1. The Scriptures. 2. Theology. 3. Church Ordinances and Government. 4. History.
They are to be given to the person 90 days prior to the date of his ordination. He will be
given this time to study the questions, ask for any help he might need concerning them
from the Ordaining Council. Prior to his ordination, he turns the questions back into the
Ordaining Council and he will be given a test on them that he must pass to the satisfac-
tion of the council (either oral or written) prior to his being ordained. The Executive
Committee took no action on this order than all agreeing that it appeared that it would be
good and would help the ministers as it covered things that they should know prior to be-
ing ordained into the Free Will Baptist Association.

Respectfully submitted,
William Jackie Godwin, Moderator
Jack Penny, Clerk
Hollan Norris, Assistant Moderator
Howard McPherson, Treasurer
Wade Nealey, Member at Large
Report received on motion by Owens Ward.

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE
No report.

The reading of the minutes was omitted on motion by Brother Robert Adams and the
vote of the Association.

Old or unfinished business: none

New business was called for and there was a motion by the Rev. James Nobles that
we take up the business of getting a home for the next Association. Motion carried.

An invitation to have the next Association meeting at Emerson Church was given
and was accepted on motion by Robert Adams and vote of the Association.
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Motion by Robert Adams to get four delegates to represent the Pee Dee Association
at the North Carolina State Convention next year. Motion carried and Robert Adams,
Woodrow Hinson, Billy Griffin and Jim Edge were selected to goon September 16 and 17,
1987.

Motion by Robert Adams to recommend delegates present to go back to their
churches and ask that they send $100 annually to the Association and the larger churches
send more if possible. Motion carried.

Motion by Elgin Cribb to take up the business of the Yearbook and the minutes. Mo-
tion carried.

Motion by the Rev. Bobby Carden to participate in the Yearbook. Motion carried.

Motion by Owens Ward to have minutes printed was defeated.

Motion by Robert Adams to pay officers same as usual. Motion carried.

Motion by the Rev. Jay Hodge to give Mount Calvary a vote of thanks by standing for
the hosting of the Association. Motion carried.

Motion by the Rev. James Nobles that if there was no more business to come before
the Association that we adjourn until next year. Motion carried and the Association was
dismissed with prayer by the Rev. Charles Hilbourn.

Respectfully submitted,
Hollan Norris, Assistant Moderator
Jack Penny, Clerk

SPECIAL COMMITTEE

The special committee appointed eighteen years ago by the Association on gathering
old resolutions that had been accepted recommended that the following resolutions be
put in the minutes as rules and bylaws of our Association:

In October 1939, at Pine Level Church, this resolution was made: Be it resolved that
we as ministers, members, or messengers use our influence against worthless criticism
and gossip, and that ministers or members found guilty of such will answer for same to
their church or Association.

This being adopted by motion of Brother D. F. Hester.

A protest resolution: Be it resolved that we do protest the two or three works of grace
being preached in our churches. This protest was adopted by motion of Brother C. V.
Ward.

At Oak Grove Church in October 1951, a resolutions committee recommended that
we use our resolutions that we are using at the present time. There was a resolution
passed to take a freewill offering for creating a budget for all retired ministers in the Pee
Dee Association.

At Mission Valley Church in October 1952, a motion was made by the Rev. A. L.
Duncan as follows: Be it resolved, that from this the eighteenth day of October, 1952, that
if any preacher walks disorderly or goes contrary to the Free Will Baptist Discipline, to
call in his credentials and turn them over to the clerk to be recorded in the Association
record book and then burn his credentials.

At White Oak Church in October 1953, new business was called for. There was a mo-
tion by Brother W. F. Cartrette that each church enrolled in our Pee Dee Association be
required to be present at forthcoming Associations either by letter, or delegate, or both.
Any church failing to report in some way in the future may be subject to committee in-
vestigation.

On October 19, 1957, at White Oak Church, there was a motion by Brother D. J.
Walton that each church use their choice as to number of delegates they send to the
Association.
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We, your committee, recommend that the above resolutions g0 down in the minutes
continually throughout the years as rules and bylaws of our Pee Dee Association.

Respectfully submitted,

A. L. Duncan

R. C. Rhodes

Grover McPherson

The following rules and regulations were approved and are to be added to this
Special Committee report per Conference held at Oak Grove Church on October 17, 1981.

In October 1946, at Mount Calvary Church the following resolution was adopted:
That we, as Free Will Baptist Churches, call or secure Free Will Baptist members to con-
duct revivals, preach, lecture, or hold special services of any kind at all times. If at any
time, a minister of some other faith and practice, who is not of the Original Free Will
Baptist Church, should be desired and considered worthy of conducting such services
and meets approval of both the pastor and church, that such invitation shall be extended
and delivered by your pastor only.

In October 1961, at Oak Grove Church a resolution to use our same resolutions that
are at present printed in the minutes with the following addition: That we use preachers
from the Free Will Baptist denomination in all churches.

On October 17, 1970, at White Oak Church a ruling that from now on, any minister
coming into our Association from any other Conference or Association to do pastoral
work must come before the Ordaining Council whether he joins the Association or not. He
also must bring a letter of recommendation from the proper officials of the Association
or Conference of which he is a member. Furthermore, if any minister that is now serving
in the Pee Dee Association should leave the Association for as much as one year, then he
must come before the Ordaining Council again.

On October 14, 1972, at Mount Calvary Church a resolution that in future years each
church in our Association take up an offering for the Children’s Home and bring it with
them to the Association meeting.

The following rules and resolutions were approved and are to be added to this special
committee report per Conference held at Beaverdam Church on October 16, 1982.

At Beaverdam Church on October 16, 1982, new business was called for and there was
a motion by Robert Adams that the following resolutions be put in the Special Committee
Report:

1. BE IT RESOLVED, that the Pee Dee Association and all the churches affiliated
with it adhere to the Statement of Faith and Discipline of Original Free Will Baptists of
North Carolina in conjunction with its calling and ordaining of men as ministers and
deacons within our Association as stated and outlined in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1, so that
our Association may prosper more in future years with dedicated leadership.

2. BE IT RESOLVED, that any minister who is called full-time from another Con-
ference to a Pee Dee Association church, shall become a member of the Pee Dee Associa-
tion. The incoming pastor should bring a letter of good standing from the Con-
ference/Association of which he is presently a member. It is the responsibility of the
local church to contact the Ordaining Council and give them the name of the incoming
pastor. This is for them to approve him for this pastorate. This incoming pastor must be
approved by the Ordaining Council before assuming the pastorate.
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