
MINUTES 

-OF THE-

FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 

1-0F THE-

PENTECOSTAL 

FREE-WILL BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION 

0 

-HELD WlTH-

BETHONY CHURCH 
Mari;m County, Georgia 

Conunencing Friday Before the Third Sunday 
ln October, 1933. 

UEV. W. T. LOVICK, 1\Iodcratot - ---- - -- -------- Reynolds, Ga. 
REV. \Vm. J . CHILDREE, Clerk ---------- -------- Reynolds, Ga. 

The Next Session Will 111eet with St. Paul's Chapel Church, Marion 
County, Georgia, Com.,;encing Friday Before the Third Sunday 
in OctobeT, 1934. 



( 

MINUTES 

-OF THE-

F IRST ANNUAL SESSION 

- OF THE-

PENTEC OSTAL 

FREE-WILL BAPTIST 
ASSOCIATION ° 

- HELD WITH-

BETHONY CHURCH 
Mari~m County, (jcorgia 

Commencing Friday Before the Third Sunday 
In October, 1933. 

J~EV. W. T. LO\'ICK, :•Iodc;·atvl ------------------ Reynolds, Ga. 
REV. \Vm. J. CHI LDREC:, Clerk -------- ----------- i:cynohl> , Gu. 
' 

The :'\ext s~ssion Will Meet with St. Paul"s Chapt•l <.:hurch. :\I arion · 
County, Geor;:-ia, Commencing Friday Befure the Third Sunday 
in October, 1934. 



I 

ORDER 0~ BUSINESS OF UNION MEETINGS 

TIH• oody called to order tn• the Moderator If he ts pr<!se11o 
•r not t.be bod)' may select some ~uituble ooember tn ov 
as Moderator, pro tern. 

t. Gall For Corresponding Letters. 

~- Electioo or Moderator and Clerk 

lnvitP oisltlng brethren to seats. 

~ - Appumtment of coml!llttees. 

6. Call for correspondent. 

7 . Appointme nt of correspondents. 

8. Appoint time and place of holding "'"' ~··~~"''' 
9. Call for reports of committees. 

I 0. Call for miscellaneous bus iness 

11. Call tor r eading and adoptinl!' mlnut.es. 

12. Adkn.rnment. 

MINUTES 

Tite First Session of t ile f'cntecustal Free-will Baptist A ssocia. 
tlon 0011\'ened with Bethanr Church, .Marion Count~·, Ga., .::ommencing 
on Friday before the Tltird Sunday in Octo!Jer, 19:l3. The l ::t:·o:Juc. 
ljory Sermon was prca.::hcri Friday ut 11 o'clock by Rev. \V. B. Posey 
fr.om Rev. 18:4. 

Aiter one and one.ital f ho<.rs for tefreshmt:). tS the body wa~ 

-called t.• order by titc former )loclerato!·, Re\'. W. T. Lo\'ick. Fir~t 
in~•ited " ;s:ting bretitrcn to seats with us in the body. Nor:e present. 
The )io~crator called •Or Corre.ponding Le tters. On motior., Bros. 
L. E. Stt eetman a:td D. G. )I elvin were upJIOint~,l to read the letter ~ 
a~d the delegates W l'J'C .se:!tcil in the following order. 

Cnjon: G. D. Childree, E. l\1. Childree, L. E. Streetman, T. G. 
J ones, Sister Losfa WincJiram, Sister ~!attic Lo1·ick. 

Bcth?.ny: Ed Youngl·lood, G. 13. l:larwiek, Allhur EIJ.ott, Aldca ,, 
Elliott ru:d Sister Rcf~r Lane. 

St. Faul's Chapel: ira Bcl!t, D. C. :\le l" in. 

:.\1otion made anrl carried that the letters be rccei : cd a .. d uele
ga tes se~tcd. 1 he body t.itc1: pcnotnnently •organized by electing l<c1·. 
W. T. Lo,·kk, Moderato;· n r.d Hc1·. \Vm. J. Childree, Cle rk. l\ext 
called for Petitionary Letters a~.d recei\'e•l .one from St. Paul 's 
l'hapel Church, l\ext called for Conespor.din:.:- )'l c~sengcrs. None 
receivea. The )1oderalor then appointed the val'ious committee:; as 
tollows: 

On Prea::hing: E. H. Weed, L. E. Strectma~ and I ra lk lk. 

On Finance: Ed Youngblocd, D. G. :'llel\'in, and E. ~1. Childree. 

On Sabbath Schools: )liss Losia Wir.dham, )lrs, Mattie Lo\'ick 
and B. 1, . Youngblood. 

On Sugges lions: Re1·s. J . \\'. Cullh·er, \\'. R. )1erritt, A. L. L:mc. 

;\II SCELLA:\EOUS BUSI:\El)S 

Agreed that the Clerk have 250 copies of the )1inutes printed. 
next agreed that t.ltis body meet with St. l'aul's Chapel Church, 
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Marion County, Ga., .commencing Friday before the Third Sunday in 
October, 1934, li1ld tilat Rev. T. B. Lovick preach the Introductory 
Sermon and Rev. A. L. Lane, alternate. Delegates goi r.g by · railway 
will be met at Juniper on Thursday aftern()(.)r. . On motion the Mode
rator appointed Rev. J. W. Gulliver to \\Tite the Circular Letter to 
this body. By mution the body adjourned until 8:30 o'clock Saturday 
morning. 

SA 1 UROA Y MORNING SESSION 

At 8:30 Saturday :norning the body met. Singing ant! praye~ by 
Rev. W. 13. Posey. Next r.alled for the report 10f committees. 

ON PREACHING: Friday night at 7:30, Rev. T. B. Lovick to 
preach, Rev. A. L. Lane to close. Saturday at 11 o'clock a. m., Rev. 
Wm. J. Childree to prcnci1, Rev. W. T. Lovick to close. Saturday at 
2:30 p. m. Rev. W. B. Pose;; to preaeh. S11r.day at 9:30 a. m., Rev 
W. J. Childree to preac:1. at 10:30 Rev. T. B. Lo,·ick to prea:.:h. At 
11 o'clock, Rev. A. L. Laue to preach. E. H. Wee<!, Chm. 

ON FINANCE: We, you r committee, find onid ir. from the vari-
ous churches, $15.00. Ed Youngblood, Chm. 

ON SABBATH SCHOOLS: We, your committee, rP.:-.?mmend that 
all churches organize a Sunday School as we •believe it to be a good 
work. B. F. YoungbLood, Chrn. 
0~ SUGGESTIONS: We •. your committee, present the following 
Sugges.tions: That we arase from our nresent Constituti.on the name 
"Chatohoochee" antt add the :-arne "Pentecostal Free-Wm Baptist 
Asso~ietion." We l!lso suggest that we accept the Free-Will Baptist 
Discipline that is laid ,•.~wn in the former minutes. We furtll~r sug
gest that the Moderator appoi:- t some suitable ·bre thren to assist the 
Clerk in preparing the reasons for our separation froM the Chatta
hooor.hee Association. We anpohtted Re.-s. A. L. tare , W. R. Merritt. 
J . W. Cullh·er. W. B. Posey and Bro. T. G. Jones. We also suggest 
that our preachers who are not in regular senice be,rir: work in the 
field wherever opportunity permits. 

A•lioourned untfl Saturdn)' fl. m. at l :3'() o'clock. 

SAT URDAY AFTERNOON SESRlON 

At 1:30 p. m. the body met. Singirg :mel ,l'rayer by Rev. A. J .. 
Lane. On motion it wos aJ!Teed that the 14th item of the "Go,·ern
ment and Ordir. ance" be changed ~o a.s to read: " . .1\.ny preacher may 
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be ordaiLed when it is deemt.d necessary by the church of wh . .ch he is 
a member." Also the Uth item i.!f the •·Arti.;:.les of raJth anu l>uc.. 
trinal Views" be char.ged so as t~ read that, "The Seventh day of 
the week is the Lora's day or Christian Sa<.·bath; that it snouJ d !Je 
kept sacred to rebgious purposes by abstaimng i l'•Jtn all stcular Ia. 
bor and recreation; by tile direct observant.e ot all llltoat:s or gru~c. 
both pulliic anlll private and prepalation which t'tmai~ts f,~ r t •• e chi l-
dren of God. Gen. 2:2-3." Re,·. A. L. Lane, Chill. 

As this !brought t10 a dose the business, the bo<ly return~d tnanks 
t:' the rhurch and cor.1munity lor their much k.i 7.1lness s hown us dur
ir.g our stay with them. Motion to adjoun> L•J meLt with St. raul's 
Chapel Church .in Octol:.er, 1934. 

Rev. W. T. Lovick, ~1oderator, Reynol<ls, Ga. 
Rev. Wm. J. Childree, Cltrk, Rey: .t>lds, Ga. 

BUSI NESS OF 'UN!Ol'\ MEETIIIIGS 

The nrst session ui the Unton Meetmg met C)'lln U111on Cnurd1, 
):aylor \.,OWit~, Ua., c.n !;;;,.turaay !Je.tot ~. tue nllh Suuuay in ..rut~, 
l!lM. 'lhe nlr.u,od"ctory Sermon was pH:ncbed at 1l o'clock a. m. Ui' 
Et• .. \. L. Lane. The next session \IIU meet W1th tie..hany Churcn. 
.:llanon <...oumy, <.a., commencing on Saturday i)efore third :,un· 
day 10 July, lli:J4. '1 he lntrouuct.:.ry St.l·mon lu lie preached Saturda: 
at 11 a. m. by Hev. Wm. J . Childree, with He1. W. H Men:ilt a s 
alternate. 

Re1·, A. L. Lane, .Uoderawr 
Re\. \V. R. Merrill, Clerk. 

llliNISTERlAL !tOLL 

Rev. A. L. Lane -------------------- Juniper, Gu 
Rev. Wm. J . Childree --------------------- J~ey:.ultls, Ga. 
Rev. J. W. Culliver - - - - --------------- Rupert, Ga. 
Rev. W. R. Merritt - ----------------- Reynolds, Ga. 
Rev. W. T. Lovick ---------------------- Reynoltls, Ca. 
Rev. A. L. Short ------------------------ ~·Jauk, Ga, 
Rev. W. B. Posey --- --------- - ----- Uutlcr, G!l. 

CIJURCH ES, CLERI\S A~O l'OSTCJI-'FICES 

L·nion: Miss Losia Windham ---------- Route 3, Reynolds, Ga. 
Bethany: D. F. Young;;Jood --------------- Route 1, Juni)Jer, Ga. 
St. Paul's Chapel: D. G. Meh•in ----------~--- Juniper, Ga. 
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AN EXPLANATION 

in this explanation we wish to express why the Pentecostal 
Free-Wilt ~II!Jttst Asoo.~ialJou beca111e a r. .organu.ed body uom the 
Cnattahooc!tee l'' rec- h • .u t..a)Jt ist .'\SS~1auvn. 111 tue ) ear 18;;6 our 
l.teloved and lor.g depaned heroes organlz~d themselves intO ~ 
to be kr.own as the Cnattahoochee Lnited Free-Will Baptist Asso
ciation lo be g.nvcrned accoromg to the disc ipline, 1 uJes and reg ula
t .ons upon wruch it was orga.:lzed. Such gove.1·nments we belie' e to 
have been writtln by inspired men of the Eternal God, whose life 
ur.d lab.ors :u·e a. uo ng our mos' pleasant memories. Its govemment.nl 
rules pro,,ided that the Association was not to ruJe o1·er the .::hur._h 
r1ghts in an~·\\ise; but that each cl1urch was left to gove1n its own 
affairs without interfe1e •. ce .of the Assltocintion. For ninety..:six 
years these sacred lnws govuned it until at the session of 1932 
when our delegative bretl; rc.n errowed i rom the official jurisdictior.s 
by ruling the chur~h r ig hts. At that session a part o f the body with
drew to organize thtmseh·es into an assodatlo~ al body to be known 
as the Pentecostal Free-Will baptist; to adopt the f'Jnner govern 
ment, rules of regulatio r.s , etc., as appear in the former l\Jinutes 
with the exception of an executive body, gi\'lng each church the righ: 
to administer its .own IJl:sir.ess without interference of any delega
tive body; but to meet 2.llnually in a harmonious spirit to transnct 
su:.b busir.ess as may per tain to t he good and benefit of others. May 
kind Providence bless our labors, His guiding spirit be with us now 
and in the ages to .come. _ 

Organi;~;ed February 18, 1933. 

O BIT UA R Y 

in Memory of Sister El izabeth Morrell 

Sister Morrell wa s torn Sept. 12, 1855, Departed this life l\1arch 
30, 1933, at LIJe age of 77 years , six months and 18 days. She hac! 
been a n:ernber of the Free-wm Bapt ist church for many years and 
was a faithful mcr.Jl'er of l..'nion Church at the time .of her death. 
She was true to her church and pastor, el'er ready to clo her part in 
the cause of her Lord a nd Master. Her body was tenderly lnid to rest. 
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in -'•t. Cli\'e nmctcryy b.1 the s .de .of her beloved husband who pre· 
celled her lo that G1eat l.:ej uno many ) ears ago 

S1ster Morre!J is sUr\'il·td L)• tour ~hildren, a nu.t.lJI!t of gJ a .. d· 
cldldren together with other relati\'CS and friends. 

"BCJ.eath the mou=d was laid to t•est , the f.:>r m we lol•ed so !le:•r; 
That'; gone to numb.-r vith t he bll~t; th~ ,.,, .. e no more 11c uc:u . 
Wh<!n all the toils of life a1e o'er, and we s11al l rl!st lr.)lll cme; 
We hope to meet o:: :>onder shore our mnny lo1·cd ,ones there. 
0 blissfu l da:c when we ,.:1all r tse lo g-l'eet the Kmg w~ lu\'C; 
We' ll nc,·er know :my n'o re good-byes in that fair land above. 

By Her !'astor, llc1·. J . W. CulliYer. 

STATISTICAL REPORT OF CU UHCH J.:S C0~1 POSI :\G 

T HE PENTELW5TAL I·REE-WlLL A::iWC I ATlO~ 

CNIO!'\ C HL'RCH, Taylor Cow1ty; lk:. J. W. CuiHI'!:: t·, l':t::t,ll': 
recc!vccl by letter, l; b; statement, r.o:.e ; ur ~3blism, Li.i ; expelled, 
!!One ; dismis~ed by let ter, none; died, I; tota l h:.:ml,..; :·~hi Jl, R!:: 
meeting da)'S, 4th. 

BETHANY CH L' HC!l, :I! a rio- C.~unt ) ; fie,·. J. \';, Ct:lli\'t!l', T'n~
tor; t·eceh·ed ()y ltttej·, none: b~ $l::stcnl~?ul, !Wilt': rl•:.aurr4 t 1. 

no ~.e; baptized, 17; cx:lelle•l, 'n ol~e; di~llli $sed by lette r, nune; . <lio:-d . 
none ; total membership, 69; meeting days, 3rt!. 

ST. PACL'S CHAPEL, :llnr!?n County, Re1·. J . \\'. Cull i,·er, P~s.. 
tor; received by letter, r.onc; restored, none; by l:apti~m. 2; ex
pelled, none; dismissed 'Jy lclt<>r, none; died, none; tutal membershiu 
17; meeting days, 2nd. 
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CHURCH ORGANlZATION. 

Prelinunar1es. When several believers wish to lJe org:.n1nd 
mto u church. they request a council from some si~ter chut-ch 
This council or committee (commonly caUPt:l an arm 1 elan11ne~ 
I IIlO the Christion chnrncter , doctrine 11.1d fellowshi~· of thG 
applicants, and their abilit)' to sustair _, church. If tho! exam•· 
nation is sati~factory, the orgamzati\ln proceeds as follows: 

The Bible is presented as tht> only rule of faith and rruc· 
t1ce. A church covenant is read ant! adopted. A prayer of 
consecr:~tion is offered. The hand of fellowship is given. Th~ 
rhurcb then p1·oceeds to elect its officers, which ore a clerk , a 
treasurer, a pastor. and a bonrd '>f directors, who constitute, 
will• the pastor. a committee t" promote order, activity, attend· 
once. and the means of ~trace, benevolence, and sufficient dis· 
ripline in the church. Deacons should possess 11ound piet\'. 
good bul'iness capacity ond large bene,·olence. They hold offi~e 
at the pl!'asure of the churrh. They assist in baptism nnd the 
Lord's Supper, hnve care of tlw poor, and condurt relil!iou• 
meet:nl!' in lhp Ah,...nre of tbe pn~r.,r 

CONSTITUTION 

Resolvett, Thnt we fo1·m an :tssociation upon the princip le• 
laid down in the Holy Sc1·iptur~s, to-wit: Associotions appear 
from Scriptu1·e and eccle,ia!'tical history to have bren onj!inall~ 
formed , not from any po~iti,·e injunction. either from Christ nr 
His Apostles, but from mere expediency !or the purpose of con· 
<·entr:tlin!f the cftm·ts of individual churches and Lrinj!ing them 
to bear with greater enerfP· upon the subject.t; desi~med to bt• 
nrcomplished lw thn.oe rhurchel'. The,· were also considered .. ~ 
advisory connell. and l't'~Orted to ns su.rh. but never claimed nny 
l'ia:ht of lr>rc1i psr it """'' God'$ hel'itngr.>. nor was their advice 
• onFidet·~d hindina: on the churches. In a word. a~sociationf 
'l'o'\'re wholly dependent on churches, &nd churches were not 
1ependent upon as~ociations. and notwithstay;dinl!' the power 
brognt!'d to themselves by &orne modem Baptist associntions, 

we view them ~~~ beinl! nowhere precedunted by the primitivP 
LIS.~J!PS of an~· ~elf-created bodies. ~ 

We. the delel!'ntes hom our respecti\·e churches. beinl!' ~u· 
t!tori1ed by our rhurrhes. to :l!frel: to :!orm ourselves into r!l 
assoeiation, to be known by the name ·•f Pente•ostal 
Free-Will Baptist Association, and we promise not to 
withdra"' ourselve~ from this Sll~oc:iation without first stat inv 
IJUr l'ea~ons :o the hod)• for such intended withdrnwnl. 

It is propo!lcd by the as~ociation, first to promote reviv:tl6 nf 
rt!lil!i(ln by NlmD :1nd nrotr:tcted meetinJrS. Secondl\'. to take an 
nctive part in Home Missions. It is not intended by this asso· 

• t 
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cintion to discu s& que1·ie1o. H is not the design of this assocla· 
uon to interfere in any way with the independence of churches 
rumpostng it. ll was not intended to establish creeds, rules .,r 
aiscipline, or make au~ law whatever to bind tbe churches, but 
LO leave each chut•ch tc• r~~;ulate its own nli'111rs. 

We, as an as~oriauo..n, take the Old nnd New Testamenta u 
our con!eiSSion of fatth, as relates to tbe mdependency. 

We believe that a dul) orgoni:ted church consists of a con 
gt·egntion of saints uaptized upon a credttallle profession ut 
faith in Christ. Christ is th~ only Clwlstian Jnwl{iver ona 
supreme head of the cbur<"hes, :~nd the wot d of God the onl~ 
•nfallible rule of !nith and pracuce. Eve1·~· man has an inal· 
ienable tight to pl'ivate judgrnenr in concems of •·cligion, 0:1<' 
an equal right to expre~s his opln1on 111 uny wa~· which will not 
,·iolate the laws of God or the n ghts oi h1s fellow man. 

A chnnoh bas a right to adopt such measut·es only as are \n 
uccordunce wilh the Word of God, and such ure deemed neces· 
:rnry to carry into effect the great system of practic<'. 

'!'be church is the highest ecclesillSttcol ~rilJUnal on enrth. 
ft·om whose decision thel'<' is no appe:~i. 

No cbnnge, altera tion or nmonluwent ~hall JJe made to thh 
constitution untll such change, alteration or aru~nalll!'nt tihul' 
h'\Ye been presented to all the cuurcUl!t~ colllpuslng tlli~ asso· 
elation, and wben two·lll lrds ol all tbe rllurclles CO!tllhl&IU~ 
this association sball b:l\ e adoptt·d or ruco.utUt!nded 1n t" r. 
o( their regular conferences success ively sucb cllunge. ult~•·a · 
lion or aruendweut, it siJall then IJe~ome a pan and IHII'<'"' .,, 
tbls constitution. · 

Read and .r.dopted the above as the Constitutwn of lJ1c 
hntecostal Free..Will Baptist Association. 

CH lJHCH DECOR li i\1. 

l. The :.'hurch may choofe a past.or unnunlly at the lnst 
r"Kular conference in the a~sociotional year; or, if they preJer, 
•L may choose a pn!'t.Or lor an indefinite length of time to con· 
t.:nue !rom year to year. so lon~r as they m:.y deem it proper • o 
keep UJl the connection. 

2. When it becomes necessur~, o palltnr may be chosen at 
any other time: but if the •·hoicc l.Jc modto at a special confer· 
ence, the time must be uppointetl at a monthly meeting of the 
church. 

3. The pastor shall l•c nuxierator of the t:hurch, but wher. 
he is absent OJ' d~s not sit :ll' moderator. some ~uitoble brothe• 
shall 1x> appointed to sit in hi> plnre. 

4,. There sh911 be two or more dc:wonB In the church whos~ 
duly it shall be to superi ntend th~ collection and disbursement 
of the contribut ions made ll:-' the church for the pastor, etc., ond 
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w disn•ibutt the lot<'ll<l ur.o wrut- rn 1h1: ~t.irmnjstrntion of thc 
l.ut'd's Supp.,r. 

o. 'l 'l tt: tll!:u.:ou• ei. UII ~al-." nolle" uf .uch rnetul.tci'S as r·ciUb• 
.,, rreglect tu vanuJ,e t>f the Lord 's Supper and endcavor to 
a Ecertain the cause, thnt the same may be ln•d before the chut-cn 
•n conference if necessary. 

h. :iOIU~ .3UlUlUh.· tu~lut.et ~huJI lJt UVPOIOL\."<1 clerl; ant.J ll 
~hall be h 1s duty to do all the recordrng and otber wraun~; 
fll!ttaining to the business of the chur-ch, and to pr~Eerve o tit, 
u( the murutt!lS uf Ute nosocunion. 

i. W hen a new clerk i& appointed, all tn" booJ..s, etc., ot 
•onl!ll'lt I <> ll·~ clerJ.. snail lit- unmedratel} deltvet-t:o w hrm o} 
"'~ pr-edecessor. 

S. "'ht·n it b"~onu.-~ ue<·4!Jisu r·~, a t•ommlttee of not less than 
:htee male memlteJ·c w~:U acquainted with business, shall ~. 
appomt.ed, whose duty it shall he to gi\'e ad,·ice 10 hrethn:n w .. , 
apply to them t-elath·e to ..:aH•s of dealiug. etc .. with the chut·~, 

9. The clwrc.h sh:11l hold a two Jays meeting monthl}, em 
lmtcin~t Suturilay and the Lot·d's Day following, the firs t of 
which shall be th~ l't'I!Uiar lime of cnn!et·ence. 

10. It shall lre the duty of every member. male and female. 
'to atten•' each conference meeting i! they can, for on that day 
the paswr· is e.~ pected t o instruct the church in spiritunl manner 
by gh-inJ!: plni11 und pni11teu l~f'~ot,!; on doctl'ine. di~ciphnc unu 
the 1-uie or holy li\'lnJ!. 

II. Any male m emi.Jer who shall fail to attend three suc
cessive conferent·es. and any member whate.-er who may be 
l!'cnct•nllv remis~ in attl'nding the mectlni!S of the chut·ch accord · 
ing the 'covenant (Article 10), shall be cited to appear in con· 
fct•ence anu answer for his ne~lect. but the churt"h may exempt 
rnenrbe:-s from this rule if necessar)'. 

12. Conferences shall be openeu and contturted ns follows 
1. Prm et· lunlrs;,. tliv inr ""rvi1·e hns ju ~t h~n ccnducted a no 
~tener:!ily thenl. 2. Invi te ,·i~titing urethren to seats. 3. Opcn 
the dnor f or tht' rt'Ception of members. 4. Call fo r absente..o 
o. For acknowledgements. G. For references or de.ferred busi· 
n~s1.. 'i . Fo1· m:.tterl< o f uentinj!' wh ich nre in order to comP 
befn e the church. 8. Misc<>llnncous busine~s. 

• 3. Visilinl! brethren. Ol' helps called in from si!<l<'l 
churches. Fh:~ll be allowed to speak and make motions or 
K-conds, but not allowed to vote. 

14. Any ordel'l~ memher of the BnJ>tist chu t·ch who :loo• 
not hold this church in membership. may be received into tlw 
;hurch without a letter, wh"n it is made apparent that hiF 
Christian rha t;acter is unimpeachable. and that he has applit>d 
for a letter and co11ld not nhtain it because he desired to join 
this o r some sister church. All other member~ must join b} 
let tcr or baptism. 

15. No member shall he received without the unanimouf 
•onsent of the members present, but unreasonable objections 

I~ 
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shall not lte ,·aJ:d, aud unlc83 withdmwn the memlier who mai.:e: 
thC111 sr.aJl 1..e llaulu to "" IUt.cn unu"r oeullnt; U) lhc church. 

lo. Wnen ~111: mvo~t·utot· ~ulls tu1· "'-~ClolCc>, the cturk shull 
tnfot•m the church Lllat 11r~m!Jc1·~ IHnt a..et:!o UIJoem for uu·,;t 
:.ucces.sl\'c con1~•-.:ut l.~. atfiO tnc u.vucl utot· ::tn.ut uppoull some 
llt'Other or urethrcu tv c1U: cucn o1 them to lite next cou!et't!n~<:. 

17. No memhet· shall t.e e xpell~d UIIIP~> tre has !Jc~n c•teo 
Vt!l'liUIJ~ 01' Ill Wt'llllll,\, 10 Ull<!llu 1"$ Ll'lul; lJIO\'Idl:d hi~ I'CS I• 
oe11ct: t>e known lU Lil t: cnu n·11. 

1b. \\ htll u W t t.nc::~. IWt :.a nwu,a '-=~"' ut lh~~•utt·h. as tnt r"" 
duced, he shall not "'" e>.utllln~u ltll '"" que~uun has L.een p01 
LO llll! cbUI'~h: "\\ttl _IOU lll•at• til" ICSL1111t.oll,l of tiltS Wttlle~s!" 

Ill. The t:Vtd~ucc 111 c\H) c~~" vf dcul :ng anu acknowledge 
ment. f'hllll ''e m1 uu[vd •n ltl•' ~hu r•cu 1 vot.. 

l!tt. lllem!Jer> Ot~nu~sctl 11un1 Lilt' cno rch '" letter who Ot' 
.·omt: dthot•llet·l~, Ill' cuultnuj, to holu :11e11 :Htu~ Wllhvut a gpoo 
n•ason. shall he cttNI tu 1 he runfct·et~<·~ t o answe r for theiJ 
·onauc~. 

:!I. F.:xpe)h,d •n.,mlJer·" 11111.' 1" 'cbton-u 10 f~llowshtp ''" 
lhf.'ir petition rf then walt, srnct- cli.I•Utsrou har con·:inced tht 
,·hurt"h thut the} ha.e sinceJ·cty '"fJ<tllt·d of llrctr former evii. 

22. A vole ~h ull nut 1 c tt.t. cll "'' Hll) que.tton wi thout u 
urove and a second. und 1n nil llnJ)t>rtllltl <!Ul'Slton& the ·,•Ote ell all 
• ~ tall'n I) risinl! O'l t heu· ft:t<t. 

za. No other motion s hall be considered wh!le :. pre\'lou.: 
motion QJid second is be.fol'e the conference. 

24.lt shall be considered disorderly !or a member to n!a;ent 
hrmsel! from conference when au intponant tTUcstion is to l.>l 
derided; buL a ruenrl.et· upon l11s 1 '"IUI'lol, m:o~ b,. cxeuscu b' 
the chut~h from \Oiilll! tin cilhe> .itle tn pet·ulrar ca~es. 

25. l\o member· shall i•·a,·e tlw hous" durin~ ~on fc l".n ··• 
without a ~u fik•ent (':IU ~t> nf.f '"llJ!fl~·e 1r :·ouven•n tion or ,\'lus
Pl'l'ing without IH•i•·l! ""l..l•rl lo :,,. ~Rllt'd to order by th~: 
"'"Uer·utor. 

26. AJJ di~cu~~tuns rn ••tmft:renc" n>u:<l too (•onducted ,...itl. 
,·nlmnesl< nnd good feel in!:; 1 hose who spcnk must rise to taeir 
feet and aduress the nrode r·u tut·, and l<ccp to the 11oint in dehat~ 

2i. No one ~hn ll ~pcul; nw1·e thnn three trrncs on the ~nmt' 
motion without rwrr.•isl'ion ft•nm the modf'ratnr·, nor shall thE 
,-,·maJ'kF of an>· nn1• 1 t· un•N'"t'na1 ~1.' lnnJ!~ 

2~. When the utmll" t':: tfP e:r~t..n1\~ he muttl nnmtnate ~"m' 
hrother· Itt his titl'lltl. 

29. l'\t1 one sh nll l•e int•·oTunll·d wltilt> ~ll<'Akiul!' unle~" i~ h" 
nt'C'<',..•nr} to rnll th~ ~p.-akl't' tn ntdel. 

30. II shall l•e the rtlle of the rh111'Ch I!• utl••nd to the ad· 
olliHISlr:tLit>n of lhe Lord'~> !'iU]lJlPI' ul lc;u;t fnut· time~ a )'l'llr . 
.• no the cxpen~t'l< m·e to 1-t.• pnid l>) th e chur-ch. ' 

a1. ~l rmht>rl< not in )!'On<l ~<l::llldtnl! •hall not cc •• lmune. hu t 
1111' ndministratron •hall nnl I•E' dtderr<:d nn accoun: A :ln) 
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32. Feet washing shall ~~~ at~ndcu to a.s Lhe church •et:5 
p,10!'Jer~ 

33. Public fa:sting, humiliation and prayer shall l.Jc ol>
sel·ved on proper occasions. 

iH. 'fhts decorum muy lJI! amendt:d or· 1\l•.l'rcd L.l' t.llt: voto.-
of two-thirds of the members presem <tl any two succLs""" 
fl'IOnthly meetings. 

GOVImNMEN'I' ANt> ORDINANCES. 

' L We llelieve that a Gospel Church, or· a church of Cht'l::.( , 
15 a coogregation of Cht·tstiatOs constttuted and governed u,· 
cuo·di11g to the rulcs laid down in the New Testament. 

2. 'l'hat those rules require churches to preserve t.lle form of 
governmont and the ordinances of the first Christian chUJ't'll<!> 
and tu lit: co111post:d of baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That the visible church as the aggt-egatc or whole-num
heo· of (;rtspel ch uo-che~<. :ond that the invisible chur-ch is com
pused of Lht l'cdeenoctl flOW in heavcu, aud or ~uch Clu·istran>-
011 ear·th us at·c uoL "~t:tcheo.J t{) th" visible cllurch, act·ording 
lo the Ghspel rules. 

~- 'flwt U1e estahlishnoenl uf a ctnu·al or ratholic gov· 
e~nment over the visible chuJ·rb, ot· any purl. llu:rcof, is a devJsc
uf earthly runbitioo repugnant to the Wor·d of God. suusenit>11l 
to the chut·chcs and d011gel'OUS .o the libet·ty o! meu. 

~ The Gospel chua,ches an~ the only ecclesia~;Lical llodoc~ uo 
trillunals authorized by the Scriptul'es; that euch chur<:h ha> 
the unt•cstl'ic<ed l'igbt to adrninislct· hs c.w11 goverumeUL without 
s•Jpervisiou or imea•fet"encc, being under Christ essentially, inde· 
pPndcnL ano.J absolute; nnd thal i! this right be sul'nmdered to 
J ~uperimendoug jurisdiction Ly delcgntoon Ol' oUterwis.,, the 
as"!'mhly r.t'~~es lu Lc a Gospel church. 

6. '!'hut churches may nevert.ll elcss. we suppusc, onee, lll 
delegates, fot·m an as~ociation and declare the terms upon which 
the) Will la:t!p Ult tlo" rorre~pondence ; IJUl that the rights and 
uuthority of chul't!hes IJeing inalienable. ot in no wise compro· 
mised or hindered lly entering into an association, and therefore 
an association ha:; 110 aulhot-ity over churches ot· individuals, 
their onl.1 IH•wcr heiug- lo ~··utumc~ llusint:ss w~ich do~s not 
pea·~in l.o chuo·cJ ,.,, in tlocfr ecc lesiastical capacity; to promote 
uoutuul inwt'QOotrse, aud a concent.t·ation of I'Oiunt:I I'Y clfurl. auu 
to Jtive U1aL advice lo churdlt'> which mkht with equul :.ut1oor· 
ity lle given l>,v any individual. 

~. '!'hat t.ho• a utho•·it) uf thu 1'111ort·lo.,~ i. tft·~o jnoed fm· lh•· 
pet·petuatioll of the true l'~lij!ion of th" c ... ~JH' i. !illcl for liJ> 
lll'f.'~t!J'\' ution uf a true :tnll m·del'ly hody of Ch rhtians on e;nLh: 
that it i~ full~- ~ul!iri~n( fol' the purpo~e inteJorled, ltut that 1t 
does not exlt!nd l~ Jteo·sonr;, pt·o~t·ty OJ' the couseienc('s of moo 
ill any manrwr wlwle\'er. 

8. That the only requi:4l lcs to t·hurch rncmllcrs hip arc faith 
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in Christ and obedjence to the Gospel; that faith in Christ 
necessarily exists in conllec~o"n with the l.lelief in the lunda· 
mental tt1lths of Cha-ist•unity, and that to pt·es:l'ille any otheJ 
<'t!QUisit~ of such memt.ership is un >~ssumpllon of authority 011 

Lloe J)!u-t of tile churrll :wu a depnt'llll'e from the Gospel plan. 
!1. 'fhat the otticet·s of a church nre elders and deacon:;; 

that the elders are also culled hishops or pasy>rs; and all tqe 
~ldet·s are equal iu rank, though they 1nay perform different 
function~<-siJJC(' ~orne mar h .. the hish<Jp~ or J)astors of particu. 
lor churches, while others may he snnpl~ elders, having, no pa•· 
tor~>l charge. 

10. That the a1 ~hont\ of a mi11ister of the Gospel extends 
to teaching, exhot1: otion ?•od rebuke, but no further; tha~ he 
cannot peJ•!or.m an:· acts that belong to the authority o! th~ 
~burch-such as t.loe receotion of metuiJer s into the t•hurd 
compact. or the expuh<ion of cifenocr·s; that us o memb<>r of th£ 
church hr ib no mot•e than an,- vther mernl>H, and if he is guilt) 
or trar:sP:Tession he is to be IJ'rou~rht to troal before his brethren 
and cor.~icted or acquitted in tlw 'ame mann~r as if he whs a 
pl'ivl.te person; yet we thin I; it po·uclent to ra il in advisor/ help. 
especiallv if the minister rs to be tried upon a charge of heresy. 

11. ·fhal Chri!>1.ian baptism is the immersion of a believer 
on water. in the name of the fatlwr. and of the Son and of the 
Hoh· Ghost. 

i:L 1 nat the Lord's Sapper and washing thl' saints' f~:et 
lH'e ordinances LO t.e observed ir: the dJUrch unti l the Loro 
comes. _ 

13. That elders and deacons .nust be set apart to then 
•f!ice b\' ordination, or the imposition of the hands of thl 
"esbytery and prnyer, without which they are not authorizllo 

administer tht> ordinance~ pertninintt :o thetr r~tsl"''ti v. 
.ices. 

14. Any pren::her may he ordnir.cd when it is tlcem•"cl 
necessary by the cht:rch of wl1ich he i~ a memt~r. 

AHTICLES OJ FAI T H ANu DOCTJUNAI.. VIEWS 

1. We believe that the Holy Bible was writt:en by ':"en 
divinetr inspired and i~ a treasure ?f henv~nly rnstructHln: 
that it has God for its author, salvatiOn for 1ts end. the truth 
without any mixture of error for its matter; that it revea~ 
the principles t-y which God will judge us, and therefore !I 
shall remain with us to the end n! time the true center of 
Christian union and the supreme slanrl:1rd to which all humnn 
conduct :ltiU opinion~ conform.-Re,·. !3:14; J ohn 5:39. . 

2. That there is ')ne •rue and Ji,-ing Gou, whoc~- name 1s 
Jehovah, the maker anti urler of huven and earth, inexpres~· 
ible glorious in holiness, worthy of all possible honor, confi
dence and love, revealed in the personal tlis tinction of Father. 
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Son and Hulr Ghost, ec1ual in every divine perfection, anu 
executmg distiJJct but harmonious offices in the great Wot·k of 
•"etlemptlon.-Ex. 6:a; l':on. 33:18. 

3. That man was created in a state of holiness unt.ler Lhl: 
tuw of his maker, but by ' 'oluntut·y transgression fell from 
W::t holy and happr state, in consequence of which men are 
llOW sinners, no~ by con~tl'aint, but by choice, being by nature 
utterly devoid of holiness required by the law of God, whui!Y 
g1ven to the g ratification of the world, ot Satan anti then 
own sinful passions, and therefore nre under just condemna· 
t,ion to eterl\al ruin without defense or excuse.-Gen. ! :2<, 
:1::7, 3:6, lll, 23. 

4. That the salvation of sinners is wholly of grace. 
through the mediatorial office of the Son of God, who took 
upon himseli our nature, yet without sin, honored the Ia"· br 
His own pe1·sonal obedience, and made atonement for sin b) 
IUs death; belng r1sen from the de~d, he is now enthroned iJ, 
heaven, and uniting in his wondt;J'ful person the tendere:n 
sympathies with cHvine pel'fection in e'•er)· way qualified w 
be suitable, ootnvassionate and all sufficient Saviour.-EJJh. ~; 
6, 5 :8, Rom. 7:Jl. 

5. That the Gospel blessings which ChrJst in his fullne~> 
bestows en such as believe in him, is justification. That thi~ 
justificat.ion consist.s in the pardon of sin ant.l vromise o l 
eternal Ji1e, upon principles of righteousness; that it is be
stowed not in Cl,nsideratioll of anything we do, but sole!r 
througl1 his own righteousness ;:and otonement, and that brings 
11s into a state of most bles~ed peace ad favor with God.· 
ltory1. 8:30, J;:zek. 18:28; John 3:14, 16, Rom. 8:17. 

6. That the blessings oi salvation are maue free Lo all h) 
the GtJspel; that it is the immediate duty of all to l'eceive them 
by a cordial and obedient faith and that nolhing ploe,·ents th, 
sa lvation of the greatest sinner upon earth, but his own volun. 
tary refusal to submit to the LoM•l J~sus ~brist which , . .,fus:•l 
will subject h;m to an aggra,1lted contlemnation.~M:lik 16:16, 
John 17:20; !sa. 20. 

7, That ih t•rder to be sn\·~,1 we illust be regene.l'ated, or 
obedtent to the Gospel; :ancl that its evit!cncc is found in the 
holy frull.s whic:h we bring fo1'th tCl GocJ.-John 3:3-8, Matt. 
3:g·10. 

8. That electiljll is the gracious purpose of God, accordinrt 
to whi~h hi! t~:.ren!'rnt_c.,, ~anctifies aud sa\·es sinner;;, it being 
perfect!~· cons1stent \':Jth the free agency of mall that it t•om
prehen<ls all means with the end; that it h; a gl~rious disp:ay 
of Go:l's. goodness, being !nfinitel~: wise, hol.y , Unt·hangeaiJie: 
bo~r' agam; that regen~ah~n consJsts of J!ivmg a holy dispo
SitiOn to the rmnd anti I> aflec:t c<l in a ma•lner aboYe our com
prehens ion. lly the Jl~wer of the Holy Spirit. p1·odueing volun· 
tarr that tl utterlr exclulle" bonstin"' nnd JH'o111 otes hurnilitv 
prayer, praise, trust in God and act~·e imitation of his (re~ 
mercy, th3t it encourages the use of mean;; in the hi,trhe, t !le. 
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g . ee; that it is the fo11ndation uf Christian assurance, and that 
to ascenain iL witu r1:gard to oursriYes, demanJ; and tle£erve;; 
ou1· utmost cliljgence. 

9. That the prcserdng atw.chments of true belie,·ers to 
Chri3t is 1he grand mark which distingui.>hes them from super
lici:al possessors; that a special Pro\'lden,·e watches o,·er the1r 
weliare, and that they are kept by the po"er of Goil through 
(ath unto sat,.ation.-Eph. 1:1-2. 

10. That the law of God is the eternal, unchangeable rul ... 
of h1~ Government; lhat h •s llol,l. JU o<l a 11u l!'uuu; tiWI til• 
inability which the Scri pllll'e~ ascl'ille 10 fall(•!l 11f11n to fulfill lt > 

-' precepts. ari~e~ enlil·eh· f!'llll1 hi~ low of ; to cl.,liver hin• 
through a mediator to 'unl'ell!'ncd ol•etlien •. , , the llr1ly lt1w, ·~ 
one dcsi!!'n of the Gospel tlnd of \hl' tnclll\, of l!'l'ace ~onncctco 
with the e~tllblishment nf the <'i.•iiJio; rhu•·•·h.-Mntt. li : i~. Luk~ 
10:13-20, 14:1i. . 

11. That t.he Seventh Day of the w~ck is the Lord's ]);., • 
or Ciu;stian Sabbath; that it should be kept sacred to rel igiu.a~ 
put·po;;es by abstaining from all secular labor and recreation; 
by the direct observance of all means of grace, \;oth n~bli.:: anti 
prh·atc, and prcpnration whi.t h remains for the chi lUren of God. 
-Gen. 2: 2-3. 

12. That civil f!ovet·nment is llf llh•iM appointment for the 
illWI"c~t ann J!'Ond order of hum~n •nciNy, thnt marti~trates are 
tn bt• prn~ ed for ron~cientinu~l~. honored and obe,,·ed in all 
thinj!'S not ~ontrary to the will nf Olll' J.o)ni Je~u~ Christ, who i$ 
lh!' LMd of the oon~rien~r anrl Pl'i rwc nf the ldn;!s on tWt'lh .
f;x. 29:7. Arts 2:!:5, Tim. 5: 1i . 

13. That there is a radic;tl and ~s,;er.rb l diiTrrence betwe~n 
che ril!'hteou~ and the wicked; Ut11t l'uoh tml.l' as are jll~tified by 
f:1it h fn the name (I( the l.ortl Je>u•, and r-anetifieci b~· th• 
Spil·;t of r.od nre t1·ul~· ril!'ilt~Ott> in hit< e~tc·em, while !'ueh llf 
rnnlinue in impcnitenr «' :t lld in unhP.!ief. at·e in his ~ight wkkcd 
Md under thts ,•u•·~e. and th i~ distincti011 hold• ~ood nmon~r men 

• lloth in and after clearh .-~l;rtt . 2il:~6: l\!ark 16:1R. 
14. Th:tt the end of this wol'ld is approaching. when Christ 

will dcs~end fron: heaven nnd raise the dead from their l!'ravcs 
to final retribution; that a solemn ~epa ration wilt then tnh 
place, the rightcOUl' beinl! adjudl!'ed to evel'lnsting happiness. 
,;nd the wicked to endlesF punishrnent. and thi~ judgment will 
nx forever the final state <>( mun in Iwa,•en or hell , on principle.• 
•f I'JC'1 tPOIJSllP.F<.-.lllhn i> : 2!i. ~Jalt 2 1'i::J4 :4 1 :4fl. 


