"Eld J. W. Blanks is altemate

‘Minutes

. Of The

"Polk Bayou Association
e

' Free Will Baptists .

' 'Held With

Mt Harmony Church

AT SAFFELL

LA.WHENCE COUNTY ABKANSA,S
SEPTEMBER 12 13. 14, 1952

The next annual session of the association will convene
with the Oak Grove Church, about 2 miles north of Eaton on

“highway 25, Lawrence County, Arkansas, at 10:00 A. M. on
Friday before the second Sunday in-September, 1953. R

Brother Emest Elms will preach the mtroductory sermon

i

or'nczns R

Moderator — Elder Henry Doyle&/NeWport

AssiStent Moderator---._--' —-- ~---..--..E1der M. G. ng, Powhatan

R Ty

Clerk and. Treasurer;--..---_- A ..Mrs M B. Wllhams Strawberry
Assistant Clerk. ... ) ) Sldney Byrd, Newport
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1952 MINUTES OF THE POLK BAYOU
assocm'rxon OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS

PROCEEDINGS

The Polk Bayou Association of Free Will Baptlsts met in
regular session, on Friday morning at 10:00 o’clock, September |
12 1952 Wlth the Mt. Harmony Church |

The congregatlon sang several songs and a few remarks‘
were made by Eld Henry Doyle.

| In the absence of both the moderator and assmtant moder-

ator, Elder M. G. King, the senior minister in years, of serv1ce'
had charge of the session and opened by reading St. John 14
chapter, and leading in the prayer which followed.

On account of the condition of health Bro. L. C Doyle was |
not present to deliver- the introductory sermon as had ‘been
-.prevmusly arranged | -

"The alternate Bro. Ray Watkms also bemg absent, the

~congregatlon voted unammously for Bro. Henry Doyle to -

preach the introductory sermon. It was concluded by Bro King
- with a Christian hand shake.

Benedlctlon by Bro. W N. McCoy

I-"nday. 2 00 P M. Sesswn

Congregatlonal singing. | |
* Scripture by Bro. King, James Ist. Chapter
Prayer Bro. W. T. Goodwin. | |

Conference was declared for the transactmn of any busmess
that might come before the body

| Enrollment of ministers and deacons was the first order
of busmess '

Ministers:

M. G. ng, Powhatan
«Henry Doyle, Newport
Ray Watkins, Newport
Austin Mullen, Strawberry
J. W. Blanks, Newport

~ Lyle Cartwright, Batesville
~ W. H. Obarts, Black. Rock

V1s1t1ng Minister
Grady L1nebaugh Walnut Rldge




Deacons

~J. W.Sexton = Bland Richardson

- L. H.:Croom . Ernest Elms

- W. ‘N. McCoy - o - Leonard M1111gan -
A | Rlchey - Vlrgll _Ross | B
- Harold Howard S Shelby Callahan
‘Troy Sims - S 'H. H. Newberry

. Call for letters from quarterly meetmgs none received.

Call for letters from churches 5 ‘were read and recervedf. |

| and their delegates were seated in conference by the usual |
'custom right hand of fellowshlp by moderator. |

The electlon of offlcers was next. Elder Henry Doyle elec-

' ted moderator Elder M, G. King, - Assistant Moderator; Mrs.
M. B. Williams, retamed Clerk and Treasurer Sldney Byrd ]
A551stant Clerk. T . - | '

' The newly elected moderator took charge and read thel |
By Laws then appomted the following committees.

Dwme Serwce

'- Brethren V1rg11 Odglen Lutner Voyles and L. H Croom

Fmance

Brehren J W Sexton A F. Rlchey, and W T Goodwm

| Sunday achoolr

Slsters J osm Klng, Modena Voyles and Mary Cantwell

Obnuanes

Brethren Austm Mullen, Ernest Elms and Preston Cole |

Besolutlons

Brethren W H. Obarts Lyle Car..wmght and Shelby Calla-
~han. = | |

| Temperance |

o Brethren M. G Klng, W. T Goodwm and L H, Croom _'
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| Motion made and 'seco'nded to do away with_the busme'ss B
comrmttee and let the Resolutions Comm1ttee do work of both
mot1on carried. =~ N ‘ -

| Conference adjourned to meet back at 9:00 A. M. Satur-
day. o - | | - "

Benediction, Millard Williams.

- Delegates

Sad.le Starnes, Marg1e Flemmmg, Kathryn Starnes, Lee -

Phillips, Edgar Manuel, W. T. Goodwin, Auttie Manuel, G. E.
Richardson, Hattie Sims, Luther Voyles, Modena Voyles, Valie
Callahan, Iveron Harris, Gerphus Huskey, Bill Hendrick, Pres-
ton Cole, Merle Cole, Edith Elms, Mmme Hastings, Juanita
Hastings, Norene Montgomery, Vlrgll Odglen, Elwood Vines,
Mary  Cantwell, Mae Waddill, Melvin Guntharp, Charles Barn-
hill, Jack Tolbert, Wanda Robertson

FRIDAY NIGHT_"];.

Divine Service'

Congregational smgmg

Psalm I read by Moderator

Prayer, Elder Ray Watkms

Text, Galatlons 6:7-8. Sermon by Elder Henry Doyle fol- |
lowed by Elder Ray Watkms

Benediction.
SATURDAY 9:00 A, M.

Opened by smgmg Scnpture reading, Romans 8: 1 14 and
prayer by Ass1stant Moderator Elder M G ng '

The moderator called for tardy letters from churches. '
‘Several were read, received and delegates seated in conference,

Delegates to the State Assoc1at1on were elected as follows

V1rg11 Odglen Valie Callahan Horace Doyle Geraldine -
Johnson, Gertle Doyle | - . .




Alternates

| Mary Cantwell Wmme Stay, Floyd Huskey, Merle Cole |
-Grace Goodwin, | -

| IConference adJourned unt:l 1: 30 P M
-Interrmsswn | |
_Assembly ‘called together by smgmg

.' Prayer Bro. Ernest Elms

Scr1pture Hebrews 11 13- 16 26 27 -and memor1a1 sermon
glven by Eld Ray Watkms concluded by Bro. King. |

Bened1ct10n Bro J. F R1chey
NOON |

Dmner was served on the church ground Thanks ex-
pressed by Eld M. G. ng

SATURDAY 130 P. M.

Called together by singing. The moderator read Romans 12.
Followed W1th prayer by Bro J. L Sm1th visitor. |

o Report of commlttees call for recelved and the commlttees
) dlscharged Reports found elsewhere in, th1s mlnute |

| Three churches asked for the next assomatlon Oak Grove
New Home No 2 and Pools Chapel - R S

| Oak Grove was chosen ‘Bro. Ernest Elms will preach the
: _'mtroductory sermon. Bro. J. W. Blanks as: alternate

Elder Grady Lmebaugh W111 preach the memonal sermon
on Saturday, 11:00 A. M w1th Elder Lyle Cartwmght alternate.

A IIlOthIl carrled to grant Elder Austin Mullen Clerk of the |
quarterly meeting, the authority to fill out ordination papers
- for the following deacons, Arvil Satterwhlte Troy Sims, L H,

Croom and. Harold Howard. S .

HEPORT OF COMI‘JITTEES

Resolunons

| We your commlttee offer the following: The moderator ap- |
| pomt a comm1ttee of flve to meet and work out. a program to

™
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 be presented to this body laying out a program to set forth some
goals to Work toward in this assoc1at10n

| The fellewmg committee was appointed: Mlllard W1ll1ams", :
- _I-Ienry Doyle, Troy Sims, Lyle Cartwmght and A, L. Hastmgs -

- Temperance

We your Temperance ‘Committee beg leave to repert as -
follows: That we should be free from all intoxicating drinks of
any kind, and that any members of our churches being found
~ guilty should make acknowledgements to the church. We also
~urge that our members abstain from all worldly pleasures, and
ungodly conversation, and let our lights so shine that the world .
may know we are his disciples or christians. | |

: ' Einance |
~ We the finance committee have received $55.50 from the
ten churches reporting at this associational meetmg and have

given the amount to the treasurer

Sunday Schools

We the Sunday Schools Committee urge that each church
“have a two weeks Vacation Bible School once each year. That
we put our Sunday School before all trips and visits and any-

thing that m1ght interfere. That we be found faithful. -

*We 1n51st that Free Will Baptist therature be used in our
| Sunday Schools if possible and that we as parents, go Wlth
~and not send our children to Sunday School

Obxtuanes "

| 'We the Obituary Committee find 8 persons have been
| called {rom our midst. smce our last meetmg as follows |

- Qak Grove—-—-Bro Joe W1111e Parker Sisters Lucinda Beary
i and Rittie Daws | |

/
\

ML Harmony-—-—Bro Dav1d Huskey
Ballews Chapel—Slster Jame McCall
Allen Chapel—Sister Rita ‘Ann Porterf1e1d
- Weaver’s Chapel——-Bro Elwra Goforth and Bro. Charlesb

Reynolds o ) . o

'.'-.55— |




Final Resolutron |

| Be 1t resolved that we extend our thanks to this church
| -and commumty for their kind hospitality and good treatment to

us during our stay with you and w1sh God’s blessmg to restl .
~on you. . | -

Mlscellaneous

- The clerk recelved $6 from the Pine H1ll Church in a letter.
from their. church clerk after the association, making a total
of $61.50 now in treasury $30.25 will be sent to the state meet-
| 1ng the remamder will be used to prmt these mmutes

Each church in the Polk Bayou Assomatmn 1s supposed to'

| pay $6.00 yearly to the Assoc1atlon

~ The clerk W1ll order letter forms and send to each church-
_clerk one to be f1lled out for the next yearly meetmg

Confrence was ‘adjourned to meet with Oak Grove Church "

53

| The afternoon sess1on was closed by smglng In Gethsemane
| Alone and dedicating it to Elder L. C.: Doyle of Newport who
"~ could not attend the meeting of the Association on account of

‘his health. The Association is very grateful to Bro. Doyle for
what he means to it, and the wonderful way in which he has

~ helped it to keep on keeping on. A special donation was gwen
L for h1m whlch amounted to $27.00.

| Benedlctlon Elder Grady Lmebaugh

Saturday Nrght Dwme Servrce

| 'Congregatlonal smgmg | |
. '_Prayer Elder Grady Lmebaugh |
o '.Devot1onal conducted by Elder Austm Mullen

on Fr1day mormng bfore the Second Sunday in September 19- :

S Scr1pture St John 10:1- 13 and sermon by Elder Lyle Cart- - .

erght | |
: Benedlction, | Horace Doyle ;
M1n1sters Reports

__ Ray Watklns——Pastored 3 Churches, preached 179 sermons,
marned 3 couples, held 4 funerals, helped 1n 5 revwals wit-

L
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nessed 37 conversions, baptized 30, rnoney received $l,507.00.- |

Henry Doyle—I wish to hand in this as my report. Hoping
and praying that if it 1s God’s will next year and on out to the
end of the Journey I may have a better report. | |

Preached 40 sermons recelved $215 00

J. W Blanks—Pastored no churches preached regularly atl._
one place, part time at two other places, preached 28 sermons,
married 2 couples recewed $98 00, °

Austm Mullen—Assmted in 4 revivals, preached about 50
sermons and sermonettes at church and league. Witnessed 7
conversions, assisted in 2 Bible Study programs, conducted 1
prayer meeting at home church helped in devotional at MlS-,:
sionary Baptist Church, Saffell Gave away apprommately B
5000 tracts cards ete. - - | - o

" W. H. Obarts—Pastored 1 churt,h Oldhams Chapel, helped

in 3 revivals, Wltnessed 11 conversmns received into fellowsh1p -

at Oldhams Chapel Church 16, baptized 15, preached 45 ser- -
mons marmed 1 couple money recewed $103 40 |

CHURCHES WITH CLERKS NAME AND ADDRESS

Allen Chapel—-—\’lrs Opal Sturch Salado Batesvrlle Rt
Ballew’s Chapel—-—Mr Earl Clark, Newport Rt. 2.
Bethel—Miss Inez. Adklsson, Lunenburg. |

Blackland Chapel—Mabel Bennett, Oil _Trough._ : K
Coffman-—-Mrs, JeWell Johnson; I—onie' Rt. 1.
Island—Mrs. Joe Miller, Newport Rt. 3, Box 356 |
heylon Chapcl—-—Robb1e Dale, LaCrosse |
Macedonia—Mrs. Vina Harvell, " MLt, Pleasant N

Mt Harmony—Mr. A. J Willmuth, Strawberry.

New Home No. 2—Mrs. Abbie Adklsson Gid.

Oak Grove—NMr, Marvm Jean, Imboden. - -
Oldham’s Chapel-—Mr Leonard Mllhgan Black Rock
Pine Hlll—Mr Ervm J Baxter, Batesvﬂle Rt 1.

Pool’ Chapel—-—Mr Laman Roach Cave City, Rt 2, Box 62.‘ .
'Weavers Chapel———Alene Mllhgan Batesville,

e




BY-LAWS
1. The Moderator or assistant moderator, and in their ab-
~sence, the clerk shall call the Association into'conference, and
if a quorum be present, the moderator, and in his absence, the

assistant moderator shall take charge; and if neither are pres- |
ent, then the senior mmlster in - years of service shall act as .

. moderator,

2. At every s1tt1ng of the Assoc:1at1on ‘business shall be' -

- opened by reading a portlon of the B1b1e and Prayer and closed
- by Prayer.

3. Those who speak shall rise and address the moderator |
Personal reﬂectmns shall be avoided in all debates. -
'_ 4. All motions made and seconded shall be open for dis-
| 'cussmn but debate may be stopped at any time by a majority
- vote of the members present, -
b, If any proposition or motion under debate contains two,
- or more points, it shall be divided at the request of any member
“and the vote then taken separately .
6. Motlons made and lost shall not be recorded. .
1. No one shall speak more than twice on the same sub]ect
W1thout special leave of the body.
| 8. All questions shall be demded by a ma]orlty vote of the
" members present. : .

10. Arrangements shall be made to insure at least two ser-
mons each day of each session of the Assotiation.

1. The moderator shall announce just before adjournment
who shall preach at the next meeting, .
| 12. Changes may be made in these By-Laws at any regular B
- Session of the Association by a majority vote of members pres-

ent. | o | ,

o’nDEn OF BUSINESS OF ASSOCIATION

1. Convene on the Frlday Morning before the second Sun-
day in September. | ‘

2. Scripture reading and prayer. , :
| 3. Association called to order by the moderator or assmt-
| _ant moderator, in their absence the clerk.

4. Moderator calls for introductory sermon.

- D, Introductory sermon., |

6. Enrollment of ministers and deacons

7. Call for letters from quarterly meetmgs belongmg to
the Assoc1at10n | * |
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o atmn

8 Call for letters from churches belcngmg to the Assoc1— |

9. Call for petltlonary letter.

10. Letters read, received, and delegates and church clerks
gwen the right hand of fellowship. . |
11, Enrollment of delegates and clerks

- 12. Clerk call the roll. | |

13. Elect a moderator. . = -

- 14. Elect an assistant moderator, |

15. _InV1te all visiting ministers and deacons to enroll

16. Invite all Christians to take a seat in councﬂ -

- 17. Read the Constitution and By-Laws.. .
| 18. 'Appomtment of the following commlttees (a) Dlvme |
Serv1ce (b) Resolutions, (c) Finance, (d) Temperance, (e) Sun-
“day School, {f) Obituary, (g) Ordmatlon |
| 19. Call for report of ,outstanding commlttees |

- 20. Call for unfinished business.

- 21. Call for appeals from quarterly meetmgs and churches .

- 22. Call for ordination of ministers and deacons. |
- 23. Call for ministers’ written reports,

- 24. Elect delegates to the State Association.

- 25. Call for report of different committees. o
26, Call for someone to preach the mtroductory sermon at
the next session. - y -

-~ 27. Discharge all commlttees chosen fcr this sessmn

- “8 Adjourn with prayer '

| CHURCI—I COV}:.NANT |
Havmg gwen ourselves to God by faith in Chrlst and adop- o

‘ted the Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now

give ourselves to one another by the will of God in this solemn
covenant. We promisé by His grace to love and obey Him in all
things, to avoid the appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful
amusements and unholy conformity to the World; from all sanc-
tion of the use and sale of intoxicating . beverages and to “pro-
vide thlngs honest in the sight of all men.” = - -

- We agree to accept Chrlstlan admomtlon and reprcof W1th

meekness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring

to. “keep the unity of Spirit,” in bonds of peace, to be careful
of one another’s happlness and rcputatlcn and seek to strength-
en the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and
as far as we are able, prcmote the success of the Church and
of the GOSpel - -




We wﬂl everywhere hold Chr1st1an principle sacred and

| Chrlstlan obligations and- enterprlses supreme; countmg it our

chief business in life to extend the influence of Christ in society;
‘constantly praying and toiling that the Kingdom of God may
~come, and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

‘We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference

and social worship; and by self- denial, faith and good works to -

- the study of the Scripture, secret prayer, family devotlons, en-.
‘deavor to “grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.” We will not forget the assembling of our-
- selves together for church conferences, public worship, and the
“observance of the ordinance of the Gospel, nor fail to pay ac-
- cording to our ability for the support of the Church, of its poor,
and all its benevolent work. S

- To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educa-
tional and denominational enterprises, the support of missions,
the success of Sunday Schoo s, and evangelestic efforts for the
salvatmn of souls and the conversion of the word. And may
-the God of peace sanctlfy us wholly and preserve us blameless.
~unto the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.

ABTICLE OF FAITH

1. We beheve in one true and hvmg God the- Father Son
“and Holy Ghost-and these three are equal in divine essence,
- power and glory, John 1:1; John 5:7; I Cor, 8:6; John 10:30.

2. We believe that the scripture in the Old and New Tes-
taments are the words of God, and the only infallibla rule of
~ _faith and practice. II Tlmothy 4:2: 3:16.

3. ‘We believe that God created man good and gave him
" his commandments, whereby he should live holy, but man vol-
untarily transgressed the law and fell under the just condemna-
tion of the same, whereby all men are sinners, not by constraint,
but by choice, being partakers of the sinful nature attained by

the fall. But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than =

the angels for the suffenng of death, crowned with glory; that
-He, by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
Gen. 1:27; 2:16-17; 3:16-17; Heb. 2:9.

4. ‘We believe that Christ, by His Death, burlal and resur-
.rectlon purchased our pardon and offers it freely to all upon
'the'p_rinciples of ‘repentance toward God and faith in the Lord
~ Jesus Christ.. He now commands all men everywhere to repent,
“Therefore look ye unto me all ye ends of the earth, for I am

10




ry

_God and beside me there 1s none else N Rom o: 6 21 Matt 4: 7 .
- Isa, 45:22; Heb. 11:16. | -

‘5. We believe that all adult persons must. be regenerated
and born of the Spirit of God if they mhent eternal llfe John
1:6; Titus 3:5; John 3:1- 12; Rom, 8:9.

6. We believe that regeneratmn is an mstantaneous renew-

.. al of the heart by the Holy Ghost whereby the pemtent sinner

- receives a new life, becomes a child of God and is disposed to
- serve Him. As babes require food for bodily development, so
- the new born babe in Christ requires spiritual food, that he may
_. develop by gradual growth into full stature of Christian man-"
~ hood. John 3:3; Ez. 36:26-27; Titus 3:5; Gal. 5:21; Eph 210

~ John 1:12; Matt. 13:31; Mark 4:36; I Peter 2:3.

7. We believe that the doctrine of sanct1f1catlon or hohness
in this life as taught in the Bible is apphcable to the soul of
inner man, and to it alone, and that the sanctification of ‘the
~ body will not take place until the resurrection of the dead, when
this mortal shall put on immortality and his corruptlbl_e body
shall put on 1ncorrupt1on 1 Cor 6: 11 Rom (& 7 29; Phil. 3:21'-

I Cor. 156:44. -

- 8. We. believe that all Chnstlans should preserve in grace
and be faithful to the end if they inherit eternal life, for “Bles-
- sed are they that do His commandments that they may have a

_right to the tree of life and enter in through the gates into the
~city.” 1 Cor. 10 12- 13 Rev 22:14; Rom. 11: 20 21; Hebrews 10: 26
~John_15;2-6. | |

. 9 We believe that a VlSlble church of Chrlst is a congre-
gat1on of men and women who have obtamed fellowship' with
~each other and given themselves to the Lord, and one another,
“having agreed to keep up Godly dlSClpllne to the rules of the
- Gospel. Matt. 18:16-20.

10. . We believe that the 1nv131b1e church is the fannly of
God; composed in the aggregate of all redeemed from rlghteous
Abel to the restitution of all things from every nation, kindred
and tongue. Matt. 16 18; Acts 2:47; Heb 12 33: Acts 10:34-35;
Eph. 1:22,

11. We believe that Jesus Chr1st is. the great head of the -
church and that the government thereof is within the body |
Eph. 2:23: Col. 1:18-21; Matt. 18:17. - .

12, We believe that baptism by 1mmer51on is the apostohc
mode even the burial of a believer in water, and that Christ
vho is the new life, showed this example to HlS children and-
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bade them walk th'e'i'ein; Matt. _3:5-16; 28:19-20; Mark 1:8-11;. |

- Acts 838 Rom. 6:16.

- 13. We believe that bapt1sm the Lord’s Supper and the
Washing of the saints’ feet are ordinances of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and to be contained untﬂ His second coming, Matt 28:19;

" Luke 22:19- 20; John 13:5.

14. We believe that only those who have obtalned a 11V1ng

| hope in the Lord Jesus Christ have a right to baptism, and only

those who have been called of God and have come under the

S ‘Presbytery of elders have a right to admlmster the same. Tltus
- 1 16; Mark 16:16; Matt. 3:8-9; Acts 10:47; I Tim. 4: 14-16

15. We believe that the soul is 1mmorta1 hence does net

. die, but immediately after death enters into a conscious state of

happiness or misery, according to the Sp1r1tual character here

‘possessed Phil. 1:23; Luke 23:43; Rev. 6:9.

16. We believe that there will be a general universal judg-

‘ment when all men shall be Judged according to the deeds done

in the body, whether good or bad, and that immediately there-
after the wicked shall enter into everlastmg pumshment and the
rlghteous into everlasting happiness, Ecel. 1:14; Matt, 12:36-37;

I Thes. 1: 8-9; Rev. 14:11; 21:18; Luke 16:23; II Cor. 5:10.

17. We believe that God in HlS goodness dlsplays power of

-grace in a great degree in calling and qualifying H1s.servants by
- the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by instruction of His blessed
- word to go forth and proclaim life and salvation without price.
"He bids us freely to come and nothing prevents the salvation of
 any one but his own stubborn and smful refusal to come. Acts'
- 9:15; I Tim. 1:15-16; 1 Cor. 1:23,

18. We believe in a divine call to the ministry; that the

| Ln’nmlster shall heed the admonition of Paul to Timothy to study

the Scrlptures that the church donate of their substance as the |

o Lord prospersi them to the support of their pastors, that said
‘ministers may have better opportunities to .store their minds

wih spiritual food that is necessary to Christian development. -
To this end we recommend that each.church have a finance
committee of three to consist of two deacons and a clerk to col-

- lect and. store such funds. II Tim. 2:15; I Cor. 16:1-2.
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