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MINUTES 
OF THE 

PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 
· OF 

FREE WILL BAPTISTS OF ALABAMA 

FORTY - EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 

TOWNLEY FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
TOWNLEY, ALABAMA 

August 24, 25, 1979 

1980 SESSION 
JASPER FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

JASPER, ALABAMA 
August29,30,1980 



1979 OFFICERS 
: 

Moderator ................... . ......... . ........... Rev. James Walden 

Assistant Moderator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Hoover Lewis 

Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Dannie Tackett 

Assistant Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tiata Jones 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles Davis 

Assistant Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Hoover Lewis 

OFFICERS FOR 1979 - 1980 

Moderator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Hoover Lewis 
608 East State St., Muscle Shoals, AL 

Assistant Moderator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Elmer Turnbough 
Rt. 2 Box 183-A, Leighton, AL 

Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Dannie Tackett 
820 Buena Vista, Muscle Shoals, AL 

Assistant Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Gwyn Pugh 
Rt. 1, Russellville, AL 

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bro. Charles Davis 
900 Buena Vista, Muscle Shoals, AL 

Assistant Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Hoover Lewis 
608 East State St., Muscle Shoals, AL 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Rev. E. B. Ledlow • • 0 • 0 • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • • 0 • • 0 • 0 • • 0 • • 0 • • 0 • • • Three Year Term 
504 Green Ave., Cordova , AL 

Rev. A. J . Lambert .................................... Two Year Term 
Drawer F , Townley, AL 

Rev. William Briley ........ . .......................... One Year Term 



BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Rev. Charles Hollingshead .. . ........ . ..... :. . . . . . . . . Five Year Term 

Rev . Carlton Lambert ................................ Four Year Term 

Rev. Hoover Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Three Year Term 

Rev. Ricky Cash ...................................... Two Year Term 

Rev. PhilDavis ...................................... . One YearTerm 

NORTHWEST ALABAMA YOUTH CAMP BOARD 

Rev. George Rit ter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Three Year Term 

Rev . Willia m Briley ................................... Two Year Term 

Rev. E lmer Turnbough ................................ One Year Term 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

Rev. Ricky Cash • • 0 • • • • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • • • 0 • • 0 0 • • 0 • • • • • • 0 • 0 • 

Five Year Term 

910 N. Temple Ave., Fayette, AL 
Rev. Willia m Briley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Four Year Term 

Rt. 1 Box 190-D, Town Creek, AL 
Bro. Ch ar les Davis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Three Year Term 

900 Buen a Vista, Muscle Shoals, AL 
Rev. H arold P itts ...................................... Two Year Term 

2600 15th Ave., Northport, AL 
Bro. Travis Ray Carter ................................ One Year Term 

2800 15th Ave., North port, AL 

SR. TEEN YOUTH CAMP DIRECTORS 

Bro. Tim Jones 
Rev. Ricky Cash 

JR. TEEN CAMP DIRECTORS 
Rev . F:lmer Turn bough 
Rev. Gwyn Pugh 

I 

CHURCHES AND PASTORS 

CAVE SPRINGS 
Rev. William Briley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 4-97 42 

Rt. 1 Box 190-D, Townley, AL 35672 
CORDOVA 

Rev. E . B. Ledlow .......................................... 483-6272 
504 Green Ave., Cordova, AL 35550 

DOVERTOWN 
Rev. Jackie Higginbotham ........................................ . 

Rt. 1 Cordova, AL 35550 
ELDRIDGE 

Rev. Carlton Lam bert . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 924-9789 
P .O. Box 8, Eldridge AL 35554 

FAYETTE 
Rev. Ricky Cash . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 932-6339 

910 N. Temple Ave., Fayette, AL 35555 

FLORENCE 
Rev. Tom Malone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 764-2337 

165 Chaparral Dr., Florence, AL 35670 
HARMONY 

Rev. Elmer Turn bough . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 446-5081 
. Rt. 2 Box 183-A, Leighton , AL 35646 

JASPER 
Rev. Jimmy Aldridge .. . .................................... 384-4372 

Rt. 4 Box 348-E, Jasper, AL 35501 
NORTHPORT 

Rev. Harold A. Pitts ........................................ 758-7716 
2600 15th Ave., Northport, AL 35476 

OAKMAN 
RUSSELL VILLE 

Rev. Gwyn Pugh ........................................... 332-9026 
Rt. 1, Russellville, AL 35653 

SOUTH HIGHLAND 
Rev. Hoover Lewis ......................................... 383-3961 

608 E . Sta te St ., Muscle Shoals, AL 35660 
SULPHUR SPRINGS 

Rev. Charles Hollingshead ................................. 752-7000 
3705 29th St., Northport, AL 35476 

TOWNL EY 
Rev. A. J. Lambert • • • • • 

0 
• • • • • • • 0 ° • 0 • • • 0 0 0 • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 0 • • • 0 0 • • • 0 • 0 • • 

Drawer F, Townley, AL 35549 
PLE ASANT GROVE 

Rev. George E . Ritter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 44-6043 
325 4th St ., Pleasant Grove, AL 



CHURCHES AND CLERKS 

CAVE SPRINGS 
Mary Parker, Rt. 1 Box 233-B, Town Creek, AL 35672 

CORDOVA 
Patricia C. Sanders, 249 Buttercup Rd. , Cordova, AL 35550 

DOVERTOWN 
Dean Higginbotham, Rt. 1, Box 12 E, Cordova, AL 35550 

ELDRIDGE 
Betty Lambert, P.O. Box 8, Eldridge, AL 35554 

FAYE'IT'E 
Rachel Watkins, Rt. 6 Box 78, Fayette AL 35555 

FLORENCE 
Betty Capps, 1941 Caples Dr., Florence, AL 35630 

HARMONY 
Betty L. Jeffreys, Rt 2, Box 18, Leighton, AL 35646 

JASPER 
Louise Haynes, Rt. 2, Box 34-A, Nauvoo, AL 35578 

NORTHPORT 
Essie Collins, 2519 18th Ave., Northport, AL 35476 

OAKMAN 
RUSSELLVILLE 

Mrs. Grady Randolph, P.O. Box 83, Russellville, AL 35653 
SOUTH HIGHLAND 

Mrs. Charles Davis, 900 Buena Vista, Muscle Shoals, AL 35660 
SULPHUR SPRINGS 

Mrs. Merle Dyer, Rt. 5 Box 325, Northport, AL 35476 
TOWNLEY 

Betty D. Dutton, Rt. 2 Box 141, Carbon Hill, AL 35549 
PLEASANT GROVE 

Deliska Pickeh , 2612 Sunset Dr., Mulga, AL 35118 

OTHER MINISTERS 

Arlis Barksdale .............................................. 339-3751 
Rt. 6 Box 197, Northport, AL 35476 

Hershel Beard ................................................ 332-5675 
Rt. 5, Russellville, AL 35653 

Phil Davis ................................................... 483-7491 
416 1st. St., Cordova, AL 35550 

Lee Estill ............................................................ . 
Rt. 1, Cordova, AL 35550 

Charlie Harbin son ................................................... . 
Rt. 1, Cordova, AL 35550 

Charlie J. Higginbotham ............................................. . 
Rt. 1, Cordova, AL 35550 

Johnnie Pace ..... . . .... ... . .............. .. ......................... . 
Rt. 5, Russellville, AL 35653 

Aubrey Rosser ............. ...... .............. .. .................... . 
Jasper, AL 35501 

Dannie L. Tackett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 383-4820 
820 Buena Vista, Muscle Shoals, AL 35660 

CHURCH DEACONS 

CAVE SPRINGS: 
Robert Landers, Bear Creek, AL 
Roy Houston , Rt 3, Town Creek, AL 35672 
Harold Fretwell, Rt. 3, Town Creek 
Hubert Blankinship, Rt. 3, Town Creek 
Lewis Anderton, Rt.3, Town Creek 
Quinton Simmons, Rt. 1, Town Creek 
Cletus Christian, Rt. 1, Town Creek 
Don Landers, Rt. 1, Town Creek 
Horace D. Jeffreys, Rt. 1. Town Creek 

CORDOVA: 
Windford Russell , 103 McCrory, Cordova, AL 35550 
Earl Richardson , Rt. 1 Box 211 , Cordova 
C. C. Winsett, E-25 Resevoir St., Cordova 
Jesse Ryland , 235 Branch St., Cordova 
Wesl ey Carter, Rt. 1 Cordova 
Clyde Pittman, 111 Cliff St., Cordova 
Jerry Duncan, Jasper, AL 35501 

DOVERTOWN: 
Lottie Foster, Rt. 1, Cordova, AL 35550 
Abe Myers, 215 Linden, Cordova 

ELDRIDGE: 
None 

FAYETTE: 
Billy Ham , Rt. :3, Fayette, AL 8555!1 
I. J . Britnell, Rt. 4, Fayette 
Hugh Gillian, Fayette 
A. M. Wallace. Kt. 6, Fayette 
Grady Kenn edy. Rt. :3, Fayette 

FLORENCE: 
Not listed 

HARMONY: 
Durwood Posey, Rt. 2, Box 34-A, Leighton ,AL :3n646 
.John H. Lowery, Rt. 2, Box 18, Leighton 
Guy Grissom, Church St. , Leighton 
Hillard .Jeffreys, Rt. 2, Box 18, Leighton 
BiJiy Kidd. Rt. 2, Leighton 



JASPER: 
Bobby Sargent 
Robert Barnes 
Ray Bevis 
Clyde Hood 

NORTHPORT: 
Samuel A. Key, 16 Forest Manor, Northport, AL 35476 
X. L. Truhett, 36 Biscayne Hills, Northport 
Sebrom Kuykendall , 4C Country Club Hills, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 
James E. Reese, 2512 16th Ave., Northport 
Travis R. Carter, 2300 15th Ave., Northport 
James D. Crowe, 2812 22nd Ave .. Northport 
Bobby J. Wilson , 1256 Northwood Lake, Northport 

OAKMAN: 

PLEASANT GROVE: 
W. A. Rawls 
Leon Craw ley 
Huey Pickett 
Carl O'Donnell 
Loyd Martin 

RUSSELLVILLE: 
P . W. Kimbrough , Rt. 7, Russellville, AL 35653 
G. W. Kilpatrick, Rt. 2, Tuscumbia, 35674 
Grady B. Randolph, Box 83, Russelville . 
Nobson Wilson , N. Jackson St., Russellville 
Edwin Kimbrough, Rt. 3. Russellville 

SOUTH HIGHLAND: 
Harvey Welborn, 102 W. Michigan. Muscle Shoals, AL 35660 
Charles Davis. 900 Buena Vista. Muscle Shoals 

SULPHUR SPRINGS: 
Lee Scrivner, Rt. 1, Berry, AL 35546 
Wiley Hudson, Rt. 5, Northport, AL 35476 

TOWNLEY: 
Joel F. Smith. Rt. .1, Townley 
R. M. Edgil, Rt.l, Townley 
Donald Sparks, Rt. 2 Box 76, Carbon Hill 
Alfred Boshell, Townley 
William Dutton, Rt. 2 Box 141, Carbon Hill 
Curtis Thomas, Rt. 1, Townley 

48th ANNUAL MEETING 

PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTIST 

FRIDAY MORNING: 

The 48th Annual Meeting of the Progressive Association convened at 
Townley Free Will Baptist Church on August 24. 1979. The service was 
opened by singi ng lead by Rev. Charles Hollingshead . Rev. Hoover Lewis 
brought the morning devotion from II Timothy 2.1-5 concerning the mission 
of the ch urch to instruct and build up christians after they were saved. 

The welcome was given by Rev. A. J. Lambert. Charles Davis gave the 
response. 

The Clerk called the 48th Annual Meeting to order. 
The Delegates were read and seated. The Moderator recognized the 

visitors and appointed the committees. 
Rev. Gwyn Pugh brought the morning message from I Peter 1.1-2 and 

1.13-21. The sermon topic was ''The Fatherhood of God". 
The morning session closed and a delicious meal was enjoyed by 

everyone present. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON SESSION: 

The afternoon session was opened by Brother Tim Jones leading in 
song and Brother Duncan leading in prayer. The afternoon devotion was 
brought by Rev. Alan Fretwell from Isaiah 6.1-8. 

The following reports were given: 

Sr. Youth Camp report was given by Bro. Tim Jones. M! SI C to accept it. 

Jr. Youth Camp report was given by Rev. Elmer Turnbough . M/ S/ C to 
accept it. 

Children's Home report was given by Bro. Burttram. MI SI C to accept it. 

Youth Rally report was given by Bro. Tim Jones. MISI C to accept it. 

MIS 1C to dimiss the reading of the Quarterly Meeting Minutes. 

Treasurer's report was given by Bro. Charles Davis. M! SI C to accept it. 

The Christian Education Board report was given by Rev. Hoover Lewis. 
M! SI C to accept it. 

M! SI C to accept the Women's Auxiliary report. 

Jimmy Aldridge gave a report on his work on the Ivory Coast. 



T 

Rev. Hoover Lewis expressed thanks to Rev. James Walden for his work 
as Moderator. A special offering was taken up to aid in his work at the 
Alabaster Mission Church. M/ S / C to have a standing vote of appreciation. 

M/ S/ C to adjourn until the night service. Prayer was given by Rev. 
William Briley. 

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE: 
... , 1 ( 

Rev. William Briley delivered a challenging message from II 
Thessalonians 2.11 on "The Way of Delusion". 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION: 

The session was opened by song. Devotion was g1ven by Rev. Ed 
Ledlow from Romans 6. ' 

The Assistant Moderator, Rev. Hoover Lewis, presided over the 
Saturday morning session. 

The following committee reports were given: 

Temperance report, M/ S/ C to accept. 

Obituary report, M/ S/ C to accept. 

Auditing report, M/ S/ C to accept. 

Appreciation report, M/ S/ C to accept. 

Credentials Committee Report, M/ S/ C to accept item by item. 

Nominating Commjttee report, M/ S/ C to accept nominations . 
• 

M/ S/ C to take General Board Resolution of February, 24, 1979 off the 
Table. This Resolution was intended to create a new General Board to 
handle matters before the meetings convene. Since the provisions of Article 
10 of the Constitution was not carried out for this resolution, the resolution 
to create a General Board was called out of order. M! S I C for the Moderator .. 
to appoint a committee to study and list the duties of General Board and 
report at the n~xt Mpy meeting for information. The resolution will then be 
brought for a vote at the 1980 Annual Meeting. Bro. Carter, Rev. Elmer 
Turnbough and Rev. George Ritter were appointed to serve on this 
committee. 

M/ S/ C to have the Associational Minutes printed by the November 
Meeting. 

M! S! C _for the Mode~ator to appoint the delegates for the State Meeting. 
TJ:tose appomted were: Tim Jones, Lorene Ryland, Elzadie Morris, Martha 
H1ll and Rebbeca Pugh. 

The following is the list of Quarterly Meeting for 1979-1980: 
November 24,1979 .................................... Sulphur Springs 
~bru3~ry1;~0 1980 ............................................ Cordova 

ay • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · Harmony 
August 29/ 30, 1980 ................. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : . . Jasper 

The morning message was brought by Charles Hollingshead from 
Matthew 28.18-20 entitled "Our Descipleship". The message challenged the 
hearts of all. 

MI S I C to dismiss the Annual Association. 



NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

We the Nominating Committee recommend the following to be elected 
to serve our association: 

OFFICERS FOR 1980 

Moderator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Hoover Lewis 
Assistant Moderator . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Elmer Turnbough 
Clerk .. . .......... . ..... . .... . .................. . Rev. Dannie Tackett 
Assistant Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Gwyn Pugh 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bro. Charles Davis 
Assistant Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Hoover Lewis 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Rev. A. J . Lambert ................................. . .. Two Year Term 
Rev. E. B. Ledlow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Three Year Term 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Rev. Charles Hollingshead . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Five Year Term 

NORTHWEST ALABAMA YOUTH CAMP BOARD 

Rev. Elmer Turnbough ................................ One Year Term 
Rev. George Ritter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Three Year Term 

Rev. Ricky Cash 
Rev. Harold Pitts 

Bro. Tim J ones 

Bro. Tim J ones 
Rev. Ricky Cash 

CREDENTIALS COMMITIEE 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Five Year Term 
... . ............................... Two Year Term 

YOUTH RALLY DIRECTOR 

SR. YOUTH CAMP DIRECTORS 

JR. YOUTH CAMP DI RECTORS 

Rev. Elmer Turnbough 
Rev. Gwyn Pugh 

Respectively Submitted, 

Rev. J immy Aldridge 
Rev. George Ritter 
Bro. Arlis Ba rksdale 

AUDITING COMMITTEE REPORT 

We, the Auditing Committee, have examined the records of the 
Associational Treasurer, the Junior and Teen Camp Treasurers and find 
them in order. 

We recommend the General Treasurer Report be included in the 
minutes along with all the other reports. 

We recommend the Board of Christian Education establish an account 
for their Board with their own treasurer. 

We recommend the Associational Youth Rally establish an account 
with Youth Director serving as Treasurer. 

Respectively Submitted, 

Rev. Elmer Turnbough 
Bro. Elree Randolph 
Rev. Charles Hollingshead 

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 

Temperance is a proper use of all earthly enjoyments, keeping every 
sen~e under proper restraints, and never permitting the animal part to 
subJugate or conquer the rational (I Corth. 9.27). It is total abstinence from 
al~oh?lic liquors (I Corth. 3.16, 17). It is practicing moderation in eating and 
drmk1~g (I Corth. 6.12). It is keeping of one's self clean. We, the temperance 
committee strongly urge the practice of these Biblical principles. 

Tim J ones 
John Sims 

APPRECIATION COMITTEE REPORT 

. . I? these few words we believe we are speaking the sentiments of every 
md1v1dual who attended the Progressive Association. Our sincere thanks 
and appreciation are extended to the following: 

1. To the officers of the Association for allowing the Holy Spirit to lead in 
the selection of the speakers. 

2. For the ~peakers in seeking the council of God for the messages and for 
the moVIng of the Holy Spirit in the deliverance. 

3. To the host church, Townley, for their warm hospitality and delicious 
meals prepared and served. 

Willi a Jean Lewis 
Mrs. A. M. Wallace 
Doris Kimbrough 



• 
OBITUARY COMMITTEE REPORT 

We, the Obituary Committee, are sorry to report the death a ngel has 
called from the walks of this life from the following churches: 

South Highland , Jessie Jordon, Earl Bazzel 
Sulphur Springs, Dean Kuykendall, Johnnie Kuykendall 
Russellville, Harry Walker, Clyde Staggs 
Cordova, Judy Lynch, Ray McFarland, Jerome Ivey, .JoAnn 
Borden, Willie Hill , Nora Smith 
Jasper, Jessie Parish 
Cave Springs, Herman Heaps, Jimmy McElroy 

We ask that this Association stand in a moment of silent prayer for the 
families who lost their loved ones and trust our loss is Heaven's gain. 

W. A. Rawls 
Martha Hill 
Lorana Frazier 

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE REPORT 

1. We, The Credentials Committee, have examined the ch urch letters from 
Cave Springs, South Highland, Harmony, Northport, Dovertown, 
Sulphur Springs, Russellville, Pleasant Grove, Cordova,. Jasper, 
Eldridge, Townley, Fayette, and Florence. We find the letters m order. 
We recommend all ordained ministers and deacons from the churches 
be given cards of good standing. . 

2. We have examined Bro. Gwyn Pugh, the Pastor of Russellville churchf, 
and recommend we accept him into our fellowship and be given a card o 
good standing, pending a letter from the association he is coming from. 

3. We have examined Bro. E. B. Ledlow, the Pastor of Cordova church, and 
recommend we accept him into our fellowship and be given a card of 
good standing,pending a letter from the associ~tion he is comi~g. from. 

4. The South Highland church request that Bro. Ernest Emmons license 
to Preach be extended one year. We recommend this. 

5. The Fayette church request Bro. Jim Maddox and Bro. Mark Maddox to 
have their licenses extended one year. We recommend this. 

6. Florence and Eldridge churches did not request cards of good standing. 
Pending the churches requesting these cards, we recommend the cards 
to be issued. 

7. Cave Springs church request the David Hindman's license to Preach be 
extended one year. We recommend this. 

Credentials Committee 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD REPORT OF 1978-79 

Those serving on the Christian Education Board for 1978-79 were: 

Hoover Lewis, Chairman 
Eustice Riggs 
Carlton Lambert 
Phil Davis 
Rick Cash 

The Christian Education Board met immediately following the yearly 
meeting in July, 1978, at Jasper Church. Bro. Hoover Lewis was elected 
Chairman of the Board. The Board was asked to make a recommendation 
on dress code for the youth camp to the next quarterly meeting. The Board 
voted to recommend that no pants be worn at any time during the two camp 
sesswns. 

The Christian Education Board met during November, 1978, session of the 
quarterly meeting at the Cave Springs Church. No new business was 
discussed. Bro Lewis, Chairman of the board, presented the 
recommendations of the Board concerning the dress code of the campers. 

The Bo.::rd met during the quarterly meeting at South Highland Church in 
February 1979 to make plans for the District Competitive Activities for 
1979. Mr. Edwin Kimbrough was selected to direct the competition. Mr. Tim 
Jones and Bro. Jeff Turnbough were selected to direct the music 
competition. 

YOUTH RALLIES 
of the 

PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 
1978-79 

October 7, 1979: The purpose of this rally was to challenge the young 
people afresh with the decisions they made at Camp Proyuka 1978. We met 
at the Camp grounds at 2:00 p.m. Refreshments were prepared around a 
bonfire that evening after an afternoon of recreation. Mark Thomas 
preached fervently as the bonfire turned to ashes. 

November 4, 1978: The purpose of this rally was to expose our young 
people to students from the Free Will Baptist Bible College, and to challenge 
them to consider the Bible College for part or all of their future education. 
Five young men from the College came down to Russellville and presented 
two skits for us. The Bible College promotional film was also shown. Mark 
Riggs closed the service with a heart-felt message. 



Decem her 2, 1978: The purpose of this rally was to give our young people a 
vision for the mission field and to help them realize the importance of giving 
their life completely to God for His use. We met at the Jasper Church and 
went from there to an athletic field. We enjoyed basketball, football, and 
softball before returning to the church for refreshments. A film, SHIOKARI 
PASS, was then shown. This film portrayed the struggle of a Japanese man 
as he wrestled with the Lord's will for his life. 

January 6, 1979: The purpose of this rally was to give one of our 
Association's recently licensed preachers an opportunity to preach. We met 
at the Harmony Church, enjoyed refreshments, and then listened to a 
message from Bro. Ernie Emmons. 

February 14, 1979: The February Youth Rally was to convene in 
conjunction with the State Youth Service. The State Board of Christian 
Education had voted not to have a TNT Rally and insteac to have a Youth 
Service at the Wednesday evening service of the Mid-South Pastor's and 
Worker's Conference. Plans for this service did not materialize however, so 
we did not have a February Youth Rally as such. Those who were able to 
attend that Wednesday evening service were not disappointed I'm sure. 
Rev. Connie Cariker preached a rousing message about salvation. 

March 3, 1979: The purpose ofthis Youth Rally was to allow another one of 
our licensed preachers an opportunity to preach. We met at the Eldridge 
Chapel to hear Bro. David Hindman. Bro. David lived at the Children's 
Home for several years and appreciated the opportunity to speak before his 
home congregation. 

April 21 , 1979: The purpose of this rally was to raise money for the 
caretaker's home at the Campgrounds. We met at the Jogging Trail on the 
TVA Reservati on in Muscle Shoals for a Bike-Walk-Jog-a -Thon. 

May 5, 1979: Our final Youth Rally was for the District CTS Competitive 
Activities. The Russellville sanctuary was packed as contestants performed 
in the different categories they had been working on so diligently. 

I would like to thank each church that hosted one of our Youth Rallies 
this year. The extra Cleaning up and other details that involved the 
sacrifice of your time were deeply appreciated. I also want to thank each 
adult who gave of themselves to see that their young people were able to 
attend the Rallies. With your assistance, and the many sandwiches you 
provided, the Rallies went smoothly. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tim Jones, Director 

TREASURER'S REPORT FOR 1978-79 

PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 

BALANCE ...... AUGUST 25, 1978 ........ 

RECEIPTS: 

August 25 & 26, 1978 Annual Associational 

Dues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $377.20 
Quarterly Conference Dues: 11 / 25/ 78, 

2/ 24/ 79, 5/ 26/ 79 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $435.00 

May 9, 1979 C.T.S. Competition Dues . . . . . $215.00 

June 15, 1979 Youth Camp Reimbursement 

$ 405.17 

for Equipment . . ... . .. . . .... . . .. .. . . . . . . . $282.75 $1309.95 
TOTAL • • • 0 • • • • • 0 • • • • • 0 0 • • • 0 0 0 • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 • • 

EXPENDITURES: 

James Walden , Moderator, Honorarium 

Buddy Henry, Clerk, Honorarium . ... .... . 

Dan Tackett, Clerk, Honorarium . ... . . .. . . 

Alabama State Associational Fees . . . . . .. . 

Sunday School Department: C.T.S. 

Competition Material & Youth Camp 
Material • • • • • 0 • 0 0 • • 0 0 0 • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • 

Printing of Minutes .... . .. . .... . . . .. . ... . 

Camp Equipment, Big Ball, Reimbursed for 
this • • • • 0 • • 0 0 • • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • • 0 • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • 0 

Postage • 0 • • • • • • • 0 • 0 0 0 • • • • .. • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 • • 0 • 

Alabama Board of Christian Education: 

State Competition Fees .................. . 

Lowes: Fans for Youth Camp ............ . 

Hurts & Woods: Plumbing (water cooler) .. 

BALANCE AS OF AUGUST 23, 1979 ..... . 

CHARLES DAVIS, TREASURER 

40.00 

25.00 

75.00 

75.00 

150.05 

171.20 

245.00 

30.00 

140.00 

255.97 

$1715.12 

324 .82 1532.04 . 
$ 183.08 



J UNIOR WEEK 
PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATIONAL YOUTH CAMP 1979 

Previous Balance Brought Forward .. . ........................ $1 337.36 

Received As Follows: 110 Pay Campers @ 20.00 ea ch ......... $2200.00 
Return on Canteen .. . ... .. ................ 599.14 
From Teen Camp for Insurance ....... . ... 108.00 
Gifts Totaling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.00 

Total Received ........................... $2987.14 

Sum Total Receipts ..................... $4324.50 

DISBURSE MENTS AS FOLLOWS: 

P a per a nd Chemical Supply Company, Plates cups, bowls & etc. $191.11 
Tri City Prod uce ................................................ 25.65 
Landers Office Supply Co., Printing Materials for Lessons ....... 39.45 
Foodway Grocery .............................................. 759.09 
Coke Cola . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299.59 
Country Corner Grocery ......................................... 36.35 
Ivies Grocery .................................................... 90.31 
Foodway Grocery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 140.91 
Jim Turnbough , evangelist ..................................... 300.00 
Tim J on es. Music & S por ts Director ............ . ................ 100.00 
? unbeam Bread .................................................. 93.31 
N orth West Al abam a Youth Camp, Rent ........................ 200.00 
Jasper Board of Education , cakes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.80 
F lav-0-Rich Milk ................................................ 59.64 
Tom's. Canteen Supplies ...................................... 179.73 
Mutual Sec. Life Insurance (80 teens, 130 juniors) ............... 283.50 
Gas for truck used dur ing camp ................................. 30.00 
Postage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.84 
Teen Camp C$89.50 Groc. $35.00 1 2 on song books, $2.25 1/2 on ball) 126.75 

Total Disbursements .................... $2976.03 

Balance August 24, 1979 ................ $1 348.47 

Total attend ing including workers 130 
T otal paying campers who stayed 110 
T ot al Decisions made 61 
21 of th e above decisions were firs t time. 

Respectfully S ubm itted, 

Elmer 0. Turn bough, Director 

TEEN CAMP PROYUKA 1979 

DECISIONS: 

1. 7 of the 62 campers present were saved. 
2. 34 of the campers present rededicated their lives to the Lord. 
3. 1 of the campers and 1 of the counselors a nswered the call to preach . 

APPRECIATION: 

I would like to record my sincere appreciation to each and every adult 
tha t assis ted with the Youth Camp. Without the counselors, cooks, tea chers, 
and other helpers, we could not have had camp. 

I wa nt to express my deep appreciation to Rev. Rick Cash , a lso. Bro. 
Cash preach ed powerfully as our evangelis t , a nd was my very able, 
cooperative, and inspiring ass istant director . 

FINANCES: 

Balance brought forwa rd ..................................... . 
Youth Camp fees received ................................... . 
Credit received from Junior Camp ........................... . 
Refund from ping pong paddles ............................. . 
Received of Ray Bevis for a Phon e Call ...................... . 

General Fund total 

EXPENSES: 

• • • 0 • • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 0 0 • • • 0 • • • • 0 • • • • 0 • • • • 0 • • 0 • • • 

$ 268.08 
1505.00 

127.75 
10.56 

1.00 

$1912.39 

Food . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $866.67 
Insura nce . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108.00 
F 'l 1 m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109.95 
Camp Rental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200.00 
Song books (IJ:.~ of a bove pa id by Junior Camp) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71.55 
Recreation (Big Ba ll cost $24 7 .43) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 291.4 7 
Literature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62.94 
Phone Calls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40.93 
Gas ($15.00-Ray Bevis, $10.00-Tim J on es) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 
Miscellaneous supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.37 
Postage (for follow-up) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Evangelis t a nd intern (Rev. Rick Cash -75.00, Rev. Tim Stout-25.00) 100.00 

Genera l F und tota l expense .................................. $1937.88 

General Fund total incom e ................................... $1912.39 
Gen eral Fund tota l expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1937.88 
Genera l Fund balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -25.49 

Snack Sh op expenses .......................................... $352.93 
Snack Shop incom e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 469.95 
Snack Shop balance ........................................... $1 17.02 

Snack Shop bala nce .......................................... . 
Genera l Fund Bala n ce ....................................... . 
Bala nce in checkin g account ................................. . 

Respectfully submit ted, 

Tim J ones, Director 

$117.02 
-25.49 

$91.53 



RECEIPTS: 

PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION 
CTS District Competitive Activities 

May 5, 1979 
Financial Report 

Cash on hand . . . . . . . ... . ... .. . . . . . .. . .. .. .. .... .. . . . . ......... $ 00.00 
Receipts from District fees ... . . .... . . . .. ... .. .................. $215.00 
Receipts from offering taken that evening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70.20 

Total Receipts ....................................... $285.20 

DISBURSEMENTS: 
Certificates, Sword Drill Bible, trophy, medals judges sheets, 
Competition kits ...... . ..... . . ... .. .. ... .. . . . . .. . ......... . ... $063.50 
Travel expenses for judges: 

Jon For lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Susan Parker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
LaOohnna Freeman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 

Travel expense to Nashville to pick up the materials and gain 
pertinent information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 
Payment of State fees .......... ...... . . ......... . . .. .. . . . .. . .. . 140.00 
Supplementary order of medals and postage for items left in 
Nashville on the above trip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.25* 

Total disbursements . . . . ................... . ......... $276.75 

Total receipts ............ .. . .... . .... . ...... . . .. .. . .... . . . ... . 
Total disbursements • • • • • • • 0 • 0 • • • • • • 0 • • • ' • • • • • • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

$285.20 
$276.75 

Cash on hand ....... .. ... . . . . ... ........................... . ... . 
*Should be $1 2.38 . ........ . ... . . . .............................. . 
Total cash on hand • 0 • • • 0 • • 0 • • • • • • • • 0 • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 • • • 0 • .. 0 • • 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tim J ones, Youth Rally Director 
Edwin Kimbrough , Comp. Director 

• 0 

$8.45 
.87 

9.32 

PROGRESSIVE WOMAN'S AUXILIARY CONVENTION 
Theme: "Keys to Service" 

The Woman's Auxiliary convened at the Sulphur Springs Church on 
March 3, 1979. The meeting was called to order by the President, Mrs. Laura 
Hollingshead. Songs "Footprints of Jesus" and "Bring Them In" were led 
by Mrs. Theo Kuydendall with Mrs. Jean Davis pianist. Bro. Harold Pitts 
led in prayer. Mrs. Helen Canada gave the welcome address. Response by 
Lydia Kelly. The Devotional was given by Mrs. W illia Jean Lewis using the 
word "Keys" as her subject. Scripture in II Timothy and Proverbs 31.10 
using as the Master Key challenging each woman to be a good wife and 
mother. Minutes of the 1978 were read and M/ S / C to accept them. 
Treasurers report given. Roll call and seating of delegates. The State report 
was given by Merle Dyer. Mrs. Oyer also announced the retreat and State 
meeting. Special music, "Amazing Grace" by Karen Sparks. The message 
of the hour was by Mrs. Janie Aldridge, missionary to Ivory Coast. Mrs. A. 
M. Wallace dismissed with prayer and asking the Lords blessing on the 
food. 

AITERNOON SESSION: 

The afternoon meeting was opened with prayer led by Mrs. Essie 
Collins. A question and answer period followed with Janie Aldridge. She 
also had a display of many interesting articles that were made and used in 
Ivory Coast. Sally Cash installed the officers using the Program " Keys to 
Service". Mrs. H. A. Pitts prayed the prayer of dedication. The women then 
voted for the 1980 session to be with the Fayette church. 

REPORTS 

FINANCE: 

We, the Finance Committee, have examined the Treasurer's book and 
found them in order. 

APPRECIATION: 

Wilma Davis 
Florene Sides 
Marilyn Chaney 

We, the Appreciation Committee, do thank God for His mercy , grace, 
and blessings to us today and in all of life. We appreciate how this church 
has gracious ly received and fed us. Thanks to each of you for your part in 
the blessing of this day. The good devotional, f.,rrea t message by Sister 
Aldridge and the special music. Let us be challenged to share the blessings 
of God and a uxiliary reports with others. 

Lydia Kelly 
Willie Mae Ba rnes 
Ha zel Wheat 



RESOLUTION: 

We, the Resolution Committee, recommend: 
1. That each local auxiliary Treasurer send offerings to the 

WNAC in Nashville. 
2. That since our minutes are printed in the Progressive Minutes, 

we pay our part of the printing expense. 

Mrs. Harold Pitts 
Elree Randolph 
Janelle Gilbert 

REGISTRATION: 

21 Delegates 
6 Officers 

Total 46 

18 Visitors 
1 Minister 

Karen Sparks 
Theo H uy kendall 

NOMINATION AND OFFICERS FOR THE COMING YEAR: 

President ................................... Mrs. Laura Hollingshead 
3705 29th St. , Northport, AL 35476 

Vice President ................................. Mrs. Theo Kuykendall 
4 C County Cl ub Hills, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 

Secretary and Treasurer .............................. Mrs. Merle Dyer 
Rt. 5 Box 325, Northport, AL 354 76 

Assistant Secretary and Treasurer .................. Mrs. Wilma Davis 
Mission Prayer Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Willi a Jean Lewis 

608 East State St., Muscle, AL 35660 
Mission Action Chairman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mrs. Sally Cash 

Temple Ave., Fayette, AL 35555 

QUARTERLY MEETING AT CAVE SPRINGS 

The Progressive Association Quarterly Meeting convened at the Cave 
Springs Free Will Baptist Church on November 25, 1978. Eldridge, 
Northport, Dovertown, Russellville, Townley, Fayette, Cordova, Cave 
Springs, Harmony, Pleasant Grove, Jasper, and South Highland churches 
were represented. Florence and Sulphur Springs were represented by letter. 
No letter was received from the Oakman church. Approximately 75 people 
were present, 13 of which were ministers, and 14 deacons. 

The morning devotion was brought by Rev. George Ritter from I Kings 
14. The welcome was given by Harold Fretwell and response by Rev. Dannie 
Tackett. 

The meeting was called to order by the clerk and the delegates were 
seated. S. G. Robbins of Midway F. W. B. Church and J. L. Burtham of 
Pleasant Ridge church were recognized as vistors. Committees were 
appointed by the Moderator, Rev. James Walden. 

Rev. Elmer Turnbough brought the morning message from Ephesian 
2.10. A wonderful meal was enjoyed by all afterwards. 

The afternoon devotion was brought from Colossians 1.9-14 by Ernnie 
Emmons. 

The Resolution Committee reported the following nominations: 1) 
Junior Youth Camp Director- Rev. Elmer Turn bough, 2) Assistant Director 
of the Junior Youth Camp- Rev. James Walden, 3) Board of Directors for 
Northwest Alabama Youth Camp - Rev. Eustase Riggs, 4) Progressive 
Association Clerk - Rev. Dannie Tackett, and 5) Assistant Clerk - Tiata 
Jones. Motion, second, and carried to accept their report. 

Rev. Hoover Lewis presented the following proposal for the Board of 
Christian Education: "Whereas the Progressive Association is the only 
association that allows girls to wear pants at our youth camp, and whereas, 
as Christians, we are to be concerned with modesty and a clear distinction 
between sexes, we, the Christian Education Board, recommend to the 
Progressive Association that the girls and lad1es (personnel, etc.) wear no 
pants at our youth camp." Signed by Eustase Riggs, Carlton Lambert, Phil 
Davis, Ricky Cash, and Hoover Lewis. Motion, second, and passed without 
much discussion. 

Credentials Committee Report: 1) 14 Churches had letters in order. 
Oakman church had no letter. 2) We the Credentials Committee recommend 
that Bro. Elizer Gilliam be welcomed into the Progressive Association and 
be given a card of good standing, 3) We the Credentials Committee 
recommend that a letter of good standing be sent to the Georgia Union 
Association from the Progressive Association for Rev. Billy Brown. Motion, 
second and carried to accept the Credentials Committee report. 

Rev. William Briley reported on the things needed for the Youth Camp: 
1) Two fans and water cooler for girls dormitory, 2) Pay half on air 
conditioner for kitchen. Motion, second, and carried to buy two fans and a 
water cooler for the Youth Camp. The Youth Camp Board of Directors are to 
purchase these items. 



Rev. Hoover Lewis entered a plea for churches to enter the CTS 
competitions in the spring. He asked everyone to respond to his letter of 
request. 

Appreciation Committee report: " We, the Appreciation Committee, 
wish to thank the Cave Springs Church for their warm hospitality and 
delicious meal. We've enjoyed the devotional and inspiring message. " Reba 
Ritter, Grace Lowery, and Mrs. A. M. Wallace. Motion, second, and carried 
to accept the report. 

Meeting was adjourned at 2:30P.M. 

QUARTERLY MEETING AT SOUTH HIGHLAND 

The Progressive Association Quarterly Meeting convened on February 
24, 1979. Rev. William Briley Delivered the morning devotional. The 
welcome was given by Tim Jones and the response by Quinton Simmons. 

The meeting was called to order by the Clerk and the delegates seated. 
Rev. and Mrs. Leonard Ball of Poplar Springs Church were welcomed as 
Visitors. Rev. James Walden requested all the churches help to locate past 
Progessive Association minutes. 

Rev. Leonard Ball delivered the afternoon devotion from Psalm 33. 
Michael Trice followed with a short devotional on being stedfast. 

Tim Jones announced several upcoming youth events. He requested 
each church to bring $150 to the March Youth Rally Day. 

The Appreciation Committee report was given. Motion, second, and 
carried to accept. 

Resolution Committee Report: 1) We recommend that all necessary 
supplies be purchased for the Clerk to effectively carry out his office. 
Anyone with papers or equipment should submit them to the clerk at the 
earliest date, 2) we recommend that we entertain that the selecting of a 
General Board and Excutive Board for the Progressive Association be held 
at the next annual meeting. These bodies will transact and bring buisness 
to the body. A. J. Lambert, George Ritter, and Ray Carter. Motion, second 
and carried to accept the report. 

Credentials Committee report: 1) All church letters are in order except 
Oakman church which did not report, 2) Bro. Alan Fretwell was examined 
and should be granted a licence to Preach for one year, 3) Bro. Mikel Leon 
Trice was examined and should be given a license to Preach for one year. 
Motion, second and carried to accept the report. 

Meeting was adjourned. 
QUARTERLY MEETING AT CORDOVA 

The Progressive ~ssociation convened on May 26, 1979, at Cordova 
Free Will Baptist Church. Service opened by song lead by Phil Davis and 
Prayer by A. J. Lambert. Rev. Elzie Gilliam delivered the morning 
devotional on Christian seperation from the ways of the world. 

Welcome was given by Jesse Rylan and a response by Michael Trice. 
Meeting called to order by the Clerk, Dan Tackett, and the delegates 

were seated. Committees were appointed. Eighty people were present, of 
which 14 were ministers and 8 were deacons. 

Tim Jones gave a report on theCTS competition held at Russellville. He 
also told of upcoming events at the Youth Camp this year. 

Rev. George Ritter preached a challenging message on the new birth 
from John 3.1-15. 

Rev. Carlton Lambert brought the afternoon devotion from Col. 3.22. 
Rev. Hoover Lewis spoke for the Board of Christian Education 

concerning the wearing of dresses by girls at the youth camp. He stated that 
the Board could not resend their recommendation given on November 25, 
1978. However, since the subject was voted upon without much discussion, 
the Board would not be offended if the Body would want to res end their vote 
of approval. 

The report of the Appreciation Committee was read. Motion, second, 
and carried to accept the report. 

Rev. Harold Pitts made motion to let the Education Board proposal 
stand as approved by the body previously. Motion, seconded and opened to 
discussion. Motion carried by a vote of 21 to 20 to leave the proposal to wear 
no pants as stands. 

Rev. William Briley of the Credentials Committee reported that the 
church roll has increased for each church. Letters received were in order. 
Oakman church did not report by letter or delegate. Motion, second, and 
carried to accept the report. 

Rev. Briley also reported that the fans have been bought for the Youth 
Camp. The water cooler has not been purchased as of yet. 

Meeting was adjourned. 



CHURCH COVENANT 

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Jesus Christ, and adopted the 
Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to one 
another by the Will of God in this solemn covenant. 

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid all 
appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy 
conformity to the world, from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating 
beverages, and to provide things honest in the sight of all men. 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to study of 
the Scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions, and social worship, and by 
self-denial, faith, and good works endeavor to grow in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church 
conferences, public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the 
gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the support of the church, 
of its poor, and all its benevolent work. 

We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness and 
to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to "keep the unity of the 
Spirit" in the bonds of peace, to be careful of one another's happiness and 
reputation and seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted, 
admonish the erring, and as far as we are able promote the success of the 
church and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Christian 
obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business in life to 
extend the influence of Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling 
that the Kingdom of God may come, and His will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and 
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of Sunday 
schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation ofthe world. And may the 
God of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

LETTER OF DISMISSION 

This certifies that---------------~ 19 ___ _ 

is a regular member of the --------------- Free Will 

Baptist Church at ----------------- , in good 

standing as such. We commend ----------------­
to the fellowship of God's people, and is this day dismissed from the church 
and is privileged to unite with any other evangelical church. 

---------------------Pastor 

--------------Clerk 

SUGGESTED GUIDE LINES FOR THE OPERATION OF THE LOCAL 
CHURCH 

1. We agree as members of the Progressive Association of Free Will 
Baptists to co-coperate in every move for betterment of our denomination 
and extension of God's Kingdom throughout thP world . 

2. We agree to meet in conference quarterly or oftener if necessary to 
transact the business of the church. 

3. The moderator shall be chosen by the suffrage of the church in the 
absence of the pastor. The Moderator shall observe good order and explain 
all questions before he takes the voice of the church on them. and shall have 
the liberty of speech as any other, but not vote unless there is a tie, when he 
shall give the deciding vote. 

4. It shall be the duty of all members to fill their seats during 
conference and bear their part of the expences. 

5. No member shall leave their seat during the conference without 
permission from the moderator. 

6. No member shall arraign another before the church for any 
grievance without first taking gospel steps. See Matthew 18: 1:'1-17. 

7. All business brought before the church by motion and :second in 
gospel like order shall be attended to by the church unless withdrawn by the 
mover. 

8. Any person wishing to speak shall arise and address the moderator 
and if two arise at the same time, the moderator shall decide who shall 
speak first and no member while speaking shal1 cast any reflection on any 
person but shall adhere strictly to the subject under consideration. 

9. No member shall speak more than twice on any subject without 
permission from the church and not more than five minutes at a time. 

10. It shall be the duty of all church members to be present at all church 
meetings to vote on all questions that come before the church when called on 
by the moderator or any member of the church who desires to obtain the 
mind of the whole church. 

11. If any member shall remain silent during the transaction of 
business of the church and afterward complain of what was done the same 
shal1 be deemed disorderly and the member so offending shall be dealt with 
accordingly. 

12. We agree to do all business by a majority of the members present at 
any regular 01 called conference provided a quorum is present, said quorum 
being seven members or more. 

13. These rules shall be read if considered necessary by the moderator, 
at the opening of each conference, and strictly enforced by the moderator. 

14. Any member who willfully absents his or herself for a period of six 
months and fails to discharge their duty according to the Church Covenant 
shall be deemed as inactive and shall not be reinstated into full fellowship of 
the church until they have made restitution. 

15. Any member desiring to move his membership from one ch urch to 
another in the association must have a letter. Failing to do so, he is taken 
under the watch care of the church until he presents the letter. 



16. That all inactive members of our churches be dropped from the roll 
after one year if they have been contacted and given an opportunity to prove 
themselves worthy to rE-main on the roll. If they show no interest in and 
have not attended or supported the church in one year we have a right to 
drop them according to our National Treatise. 

17. The Pastor is ex-officio member of all boards and committees. 

RULES FOR PREACHERS & DEACONS 

1. All ministers wishing to become members of the Progressive 
Association must be recommended by the church of which they are 
members and will be called upon to present their credentials for 
examination and answer satisfactorily such questions as may be asked 
them. This must be done by the next Associational or Quarterly Meeting, 
after calling the pastor. Their church must recommend them for license or 
ordination where they have not received such. 

2. All preachers shall attend all business meetings unless 
providentially hindered. 

3. Any minister who behaves himself unbecomingly to his high and 
exalted calling shall be reported by the Credentials Committee to the 
Association, who shall deal with him. 

4. All ministers will be required to strictly adhere to the teachings of 
the Free Will Baptists according to the Articles of Faith. 

5. No minister shall speak slanderously or cast personal reflections 
upon another minister that will hurt his influence or ministerial standing. 

6. All ministers shall be required to support and stand by all boards 
and committees appointed by the Association and do their utmost to make 
them a success. 

7. An aspirant to the ministry must be recommended to the 
Credentials Committee by his church for license. The Credentials 
Committee shall examine him as to his life, doctrine, reputation and his 
convictions and abilities regarding the work of the ministry. Upon 
completion of such an examination , if he is found worthy, he shall be 
recommended to be licensed for a period of one year. He must have his 
license renewed annually and kept in force until ordination. 

8. An applicant for ordination must have carried a license for at least 
one year immediately preceeding his application. (Any exception for the 
requirement for carrying a license for one year must pass by a two-thirds 
majority vote of his Quarterly Meeting or Association.) He must be 
recommended by the church of which he is a member. He must be examined 
by the Credentials Committee and have a call to pastor a church or be 
engaged in full time Christian·service of such nature as to merit ordination. 
After examination, if he is worthy and sound in faith , he shall be 
recommended by the Credentials Committee for ordination. 

9. That each preacher of this Association, with recommendations 
from their church, be given a renewal of their card of good standing each 
year. This request is to be in writing on the annual church letter. 

10. That no man be licensed or ordained that uses tobacco in any form. 
11. We use the ordination questionnaire as passed in the Association's 

1963 session. 
12. No person shall be ordained to the ministry nor shall the 

credentials of any minister be ratified until he is qualified to meet the 
conditions stated in the third chapter of 1 Timothy. The term, "husband of 
one wife" means he shall not have more than one living wife (that is, he 
shall not be married to one wife at the present time and there be a wife still 
living from a previous marriage.) The same shall apply to the wife, she shall 
have only one living husband. 

13. Concerning the ordination of deacons: (a) He must be elected by the 
church of which he is a member. (b) He must be approved for the work of the 
church by the Credentials Committee. (c) Any local church in good standing 
in the association, if it so desires, may ordain deacons who are approved by 
the Credentials Committee and Moderator of the Association. (d)Be it 
resolved that no church recommend men who use tobacco in any form to be 
ordained as deacons or ministers. (e)Each deacon of this Association , with 
recommendation from their church, be given a card of good standing each 
year. This request is to be in writing on the annual church letter . (0That no 
deacon be ordained who has more than one living wife, as defined in "rules 
for preachers", No. 12, or whose wife has more than one living husband. 

14. Anyone desiring to be ordained (a)Must send in a completed 
questionnaire with the church letter to the clerk two weeks before the 
Associationa l meeting. (b)Anyone desiring to be licensed or ordained must 
meet with the Credentials Committee one hour before the opening of the 
sess10n. 

CONSTITUTION OF THE BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

ARTICLE 1. This Board shall be known as the Board of Christian 
Education of the Progressive Association of Free Will Baptists of Alabama. 

ARTICLE 2. This Board shall be composed of5 members to serve on 
a rotating basis with the terms of one member to expire each year. A 
ch airman shall be elected each year by this board immediately after the 
Association. 

ARTICT ,£ 3. The purpose of the Board shall be to promote the work 
of the Sunday School and Church Training Service within the said 
Association. 

ARTTC'LE 4 . This Board sha11 have full responsibility for the TNT 
Rally. It shall arrange and conduct any other meetings which are deemed 
necessary to accomplish its purpose. 

ARTICLE 5. The activities of this Board shall be financed by an 
entrance fee or offerings as determined needed by the board. 

ARTICLE 6. No person or persons shall be allowed to participate in 
competitive activities provided by this Board unless or until the church of 
which they represent has paid their entry fee and must meet the dress code 
of the National CTS. 

ARTICLE 7. This Board shall report annually and be considered a 
part of and subordinate to the Progressive Association of Free Will Baptists. 



ARTICLE 8. This Constitu~tion may be altered or amended by a two­
thirds vote of the delegated body at any regular session of the Progressive 
Association provided notice has been made of intended changeatleastfour 
hours in advance of the proposed alteration or amendment. 

CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE 1. This association shall be known as the Progressive 
Association of the Free will Baptists of Alabama and bordering states. 

ARTICLE 2. The association shall be composed of ministers, 
deacons, and delegates of different churches forming the same. 

ARTICLE 3. This association adopts as its Articles of Faith the 
Treatise of faith and practice of the National Association of Free Will 
Baptists. 

ARTICLE 4. All ministers and churches wishing to become 
members of this body must willingly submit to the Articles of Faith 
Constitution, and all rules of the same. 

ARTICLE 5. Each church in this association shall be entitled to 
three delegates for the first hundred members and one delegate for each 
additional fifty members or fraction thereof. 

ARTICLE 6. This association shall elect a Credentials Committee 
composed of 5 members, 3 ordained ministers and 2 deacons, who shall be 
elected to start with as 1 for 5 year term; 1 for 4 year term; 1 for 3 year term; 1 
for 2 year term; 1 for 1 year term. Then, here-after elect one each year. Their 
duty shall be to approve all church letters and applications for membership 
for both churches and ministers, examining, ordaining, or approving the 
ordination, of all ministers or deacons and make a report of the same to the 
body. 

ARTICLE 7. Item l. The officers of this association shall be a 
moderator, assistant moderator, clerk and treasurer, who shall be elected by 
the body. Item 2. The above officers serve also for the Quarterly meetings. 
Item 3. The salary of the clerk shall be $100.00 annually. The moderator 
shall be paid $10.00 each meeting. 

ARTICLE 8. This association's annual meeting will be on Friday 
and Saturday before the last Sunday in August. Item 2. The quarterly 
meetings will be the last saturday in November, February, and May. 

ARTICLE 9. The association shall determine at the annual 
association where the associational meetings shall convene for the next 
year. This shall be determined by a majority of the votes cast. Only those 
Churches that request a meeting at their church will be considered. 

ARTICLE 10. The Constitution and/ or By-Laws may be altered or 
amended at the Annual Session of the Association, provided it lies on the 
table from morning until evening, or evening until morning, and read twice 
m open sesswn. 

ARTICLE 11. That each church send 20 cents for each active 
member for association expenses. Item 2. Each church shaH send ten 
dollars to each quarterly meeting. Item 3. Each church shall send church 
letters to the clerk two weeks before each meeting. 

ARTICLE 12. This association may exclude from its body any minister 
who teaches heresy, or any church that countenances him in said teaching 
or that may be disloyal to the tenets of faith as held by this association and 
expressed in our articles of faith. The same discipline shall apply to any 
church which call a minister for a pastor who has been excluded by the 
ordaining council. 

FORM OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Call the church to order 
2. Call for the peace of the church. 
3. Opportunity for membership. 
4. Inviting visiting brothers and sisters to sit with us. 
5. Reading of minutes 
6. Any acknowledgements. 
7. Reports of committees. 
8. Unfinished business 
9. New business 

10. Adjournment. 
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Cave Springs 1 15 75 16 50 $10,750 $120 $120 $32,000 $75,000 

Cordova 214 180 34 3 7 117 56 8 51 9700 1,725 798 768 3,661 80,000 300,000 

Dovertown 120 98 22 0 1 100 45 0 40 3,625 40,000 
Eldridge 20 . 20 0 1 0 0 590 320 300 945 15,000 
Fayette 190 125 65 1 5 113 72 12 65 9,660 1,108 1,080 1,000 1375 30,000 60,000 

Florence 1016 1016 5 15 240 

Harmony 147 136 11 3 76 43 8 10,200 375 :ns 165 287 50,000 100,000 

Jasper 203 200 3 2 5 156 98 10 70 8,400 1,719 589 1,074 3628 30,000 260,000 
Northport 125 100 25 2 7 125 60 18 50 1,246 760 1 '400 890 200,000 

Oakman 

Pleasant Grove 127 116 11 2 5 105 22 9,930 357 357 285 52,000 156,000 

Russellville 136 121 15 3 5 97 46 9 60 8,615 871 170 1015 1014 .. 35,000 100,000 

South Highland 150 150 0 2 3 135 58 60 12,525 857 1,305 10:34 2044 30,000 187,000 
Sulphur Springs 173 99 74 1 2 69 42 9 22 7,800 2,160 921 290 40,000 
Townley 154 105 49 1 6 76 50 6 50 7,974 2,198 1 ,54R :335 600 25,000 75,000 
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