
h M I N U T E S 
0 tJ \ OF THE 

[bFORliY-EIGHTH ANNUAL ·---_ 1 SESSION . 

~ OF /' 

I RICH MOUNTA(~ 
ASSOCIATION OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

• 
NEXT ASSOCIATION TO BE HELD WITH 

FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF HATFIELD 

HATFIELD, ARK. 

August 18-20, 1955 

STARCO PRINT , IIENA , AU. 





MINUTES 
OF THE 

FORTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL 
SESSION 

OF 

RICH MOUNTAIN 
ASSOCIATION OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 

• 
NEXT ASSOCIATION TO BE HELD WITH 

FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 
OF HATFIELD 

HATFIELD, ARK. 

August 18-20, 1955 



MINUTES OF THE FORTY -EIGHTH ANNUAL SESSION 
OF THE RICH MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION OF 
FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST 

The fol't,y-t>ighlh anuual Sl':>Si<)l1 of thl' l{ll:l• JVJuunt"in Asso<.:iation 
or Fr~e Will napti st Chun:h uf Cltrisl n1t>t with the Rig Ceda•· 
Church, thirty miles west of IVIena, Arkansas, August 5-8, 1954. 

The association opened by s ingin g, "The Gloryland Way" and 
Rro. Davi s Jeri in prayt?r. 

Rev. P.. r. Cook prt>aclwrt thP intn.ctudory sPnnon rmm Matthew 
1'1 :1 12. 

SPrvices werp dismissed IJy Hc·v. S. B. JV!Ptcall. 

FRIDAY SERVICES 

Friday morning services came log·ether by smgi ng, ''T'll Fly Away," 
and prayer IHI by Rrn. Grover Rom·li. 

The Moderator r act lhP 123r t Psnlrn f•J• · '' 1esso1< . 
Chu r L"lt Idlers Wt'l't• c<1IINI for :111d t.ltc• following churches rP

sponckcl: H:ll.!'ielrl F l'<'l' Will H:1ptist. O:~k Crov1•, Rig C'Pclar and 
MidWi! V. 

A "';'lion w:.s lltildt • :.nil <':tlTii•d In rc•<·t' iVI' lilt• lt•lli•rs and Sl'al lhP 
dPit·gHtes. 

'I' Iw Roberts IVIcCL'l' Assu\'i:tlll>Jl presl'nl<'cl :t letll't ' of representa 
tion :111<1 Lh(• dPIPgalf' s wc•n• g ivt•n I lw 1·ig ht hand of fellowship by 
1 ht• IVIuciPr:l Lol'. 

ThE' a~;sociation Wl'ltl nllo :. t>L'I'Ill:IIICIII. organization by electing 
Ht>v. RPn F'i ~ lwr, Modpr:tlm: 11m. Gt>org<' Hooper. Assist~tnl Mod 
Pr«L<H; Re v. S. H. !VIdt·all'. l'it'rk Tn•:tstii'Pl·. :111rl Rro. Grovt·l' Ho:Jd1, 
Ass is tant Clerk. 

Tlw Moderator took his se<tl b) rt•:~cl in g the ruil'S nl' order and <lP
pointing the following eommillees: 

On An~1ngements: Sister Donnie Yt•;unan, Bro. W. A. !lash, Sisler 
AllciJery, and Bro. Billy Vickers. 

On Sal.Jb<~th School: Sistl'l' 11arb<~r<l Cril'l in , Bm. Andy Whorton , 
:111d Sister Beulah H-ess. 

On Hl':;olut ion s : Hru. (; l'llVt 'r Hoach , Jj, ·o . Alleb<••·y, LJro. IL11 ·v,• 
Simmons, r<ev. W:tlter Fliclunger, and Sistl'r Dollit' Storey. 

On Obilll<lries: Sistc1· K:~t.hryn H:t s h, Hro . Philip Attebery, and 
S ister Pauline Keeney. 

On Finance: Bro. Claude Davis, Sisler Novella Davis, and Bro. 
John Storey. 

On Temperanee: Bros. L. P. King, G. A. Hooper, and .l. C. Davis. 
Business was dis missed by Rev L. P. King. 
The 11 o'clock services t'illn<' togC'tllPr with si nging :tml prayPr led 

by Hev. 1 •. P. King. 
nev. Y:IIHieiJ pn•al'iwcl fmm ls:li; lll ::: 13-22 :llld \ViiS foii(JWNI b} 

Hev. L. 1'. King . 
Services were clism isscrl by ltcv S. 13. Nlnc:tl r. 
Jo'riclay aflernoon sc•rviC'C's <'i1111C' logPthC'I' b y s inging "Bringing in 

the Sheaves ." 
ThC' MorlPI':J tor n•:td Ps;tlm I for :1 lt'sso n :mel Sisler Pugh led in 

pr:tyl· r. 
Business was callecl I'm· ni1d a lelt<'r fmm Hcv. George Been was 

r-eact. A motion was then made and c:IITiPcl, which ins tructed the 
C lerk to answer Rro. Been's Jetter. 

Th<> Committees on Obituaries and Tempernnce n·portcd. The J·c
port s WC'rP :'lt'CPp1.ed and tlw l'Ommilti't'<; Wl'l'l' dismissl'ti. fscc:• repnrtsl. 
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Busine:;s w:1s recessed f<w thirty minutes for the committees to 
work. · 

Bus iness was resumed ;;nd tlw Committee on Sabbath School 
reported . The rPport was acccp tPci and the committee was dismissed. 
<see reports!. 

Business was dismi ~sPcl by llm. George Hoope1·. 
Friday night services c. me together with singing and prayer led 

by Rev. R. I. Cook. 
Bro. Rilly Vic:kers It' d <I devotiona l s<• rvi c:p and Rev. Walter Flick

inget· preached from St. John 8:36. 
ServicPs WPrP cii s mi sserl by Bro. Fi shet ·. 

SATURDAY SERVICES 

Saturday morning sprvi ces l'<tnll' toge the t· with s inging "Love 
Liftpd MP." Prayl'r was t<·d by Rro. Kec·ney. 

Tlw Moct e rator read F.phPsi:1 ns Ci: I 1-24 for a lesson . 
Iiusitwss w:1s l'llil<'d ft~r nn d llw tl• ':l,~ tn ·P r g:JVP hi s r<·port and it 

was :•c:•·eptPd. 1See I'CJHH'll . 
A mot inn w:1s made ;II Hi <·;uTied t" st·ncl Bro. ;11lrl SistPr Rash to 

r<'pres<' nt us in tlw HobPJ'Is IVfcC<'<' Associ;Jtion . 
Bus im•ss was dismiss<·ri bv nt•v. Rop< ·r. 
The II o't·\o('k servi cf's c;inw toget het· with s ingmg. 
J{f'v_ /\. F.. Kt•t•ney preac hed from Ec:des i: 1s tes 9 :!) - ()_ 
Se1·vices Wl·re dismissed bv Rm. Fisher. 
Saturdnv ~1fternoon servic-es <·am<· togl't lwr with s inging and pray

<•r led by· Gr::~ndnta Redding. 
The Moderator read Ma lachi 4 :2 -!i for a lesson. 
Commitlet' rf'J)()rts wen' (':li!Pd for and th<' Committees on Finance, 

Resolutions , a nd Arr:tllge tnents repo rted . Tl!f' reports were accepted 
;md the tummitt<'l's WCI'l' dismissed. 1See reports1 . 

The Ck•rk wets instrul'l<'<i, by motinn, to pl<1ce He~olution No. 2 
in the Hules of Ordel'. 

A motion was made that we represent in the Sta te Association 
a nd any member of the assot iation that tan go will be our delegate. 

By vote, the next association will go to the Free Will Baptist 
Church oJ Hatfield. It will begin on Thursday night before the 3rd 
Sunday in Au g us t, 1955. The Moderator a ppointed Rev. S . B. Met
ciilf to pread1 Uw inlrorludor~ sr i·mon and R<'v . Rennie Fisher as 
/\ltl'rnlltl' . 

A vote of thanks and apjwec:iation was given to the Big Cedar 
Church <Jnd tommunity for theiJ· hospitality during the association. 

Thf' business se:-:s io n was dismi ssed by Bro. Hash. 
HEV. BENNIE FISHEH, Moderator. 
HEV. S. B. METCALF, Clerk-Treasurer. 

Saturday night serviees came together with s inging and prayer 
led by Rev. Walte r Flickinge r. 

Hev. Bennie Fishe r read Exodus 12:1 -14, Matthew 2():17-30, Mark 
14: 22-26, Luke 22:19-20, <lllri .Tohn 13 : 1-17, thf'n h e preached from 
Revelations 22: 14. 

The Lot·d 's Supper <lnd W;1shin g or llw Saints' F eet were then 
partaken of. 

Serviees W<'l'l' d ismi sscd by s in g ing <1 h y mn . 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Sunday morning servicf's eanw togPther with singing and prayer 
led by Rev. J. I. Cook. 

After Sunday School , Rev. Eliot preached from Luke 2:7. 
Servicf's wf'rP di smi ssed by Rl'v . BPnnif' Fi sher_ 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
We, yo ur Committee on Obituaries. submit llw following report: 
We find tha t God , in his infinit e wi~donl. ha~ ce~IIL•d from our 

midst during th e pas t .vea r : Sisler Jimtni l' McBride, May <!, 1954, 
from the Big Cedar Chun·h. She dil•d in :1 tnt£· and living- fa ith of 
an eternal God . Our loss i.': He:1VPn's g:.~in. 

RRO. PHlLlP ATTEBEHY 
S IS. KATHRYN HASI I 
SIS. l'AULINT•: I(~:~~NEY 

We, your Committee on Tempe r:tn ct•. subm it t lw fo llowing report : 
WP condemn the u ~L' of alcohol, a:; :1 beveragl' , in l'VL' I' .v form and 

r eco mme nd that we, as Cht·ist i:lll s. do t•vl· rythin g wl' ca n to clis 
couraj,;t' the use of it. W C' should do < ' Vl'r~· thin~ in ot tr tH•w ••t· to <"illlt 
pletPi .v rln awo1y with :ilcoh o l in n ttr ltott iun 

IH{O. I .. 1'- KIN(; 
n1 :o. <:. A. I fOO PEI: 
flllO .. 1. C . DAVtS 

We, your Committee on S:1bba th Sl'11ont, s nllmit tiH• following 
report: 

It is our opinion that each church s h ou ld ha ve a Sallllath Sehool 
and all the officers a nd teachers sho uld bl' Chri st ia n s. 

Sabbath Schools were not started '' ft c r thL' tinw o f Chri s t , :1s it i,; 
sometimes believed, but werp a cus to tn in thost• da_\s. Luk p 4:lfi-21 , 
31-32. 

We be lieve the Sabbath School is '' training placl' fo r both yo ung 
and old in God's work. Our L ord says, ·•search the sc riptures; for 
in them yl' think y<' hav,, <'tf'rnal lifP : :tnrl thr.v :11·£· tllPv w lli <"h lPs
tify of me." St. J ohn 5 :39. 

We found by looking over lht' church le tt e r:-: , that th e following 
ch urches have a Sunday School: Midway , Bi~ Ced ar. H a tfi eld Free' 
Will Baptist, and Oak GI'ovc. They al l use Free Will Baptis t liter 
a ture ex cept the Oak Grove C hurch , which uses Union lite rature. 

SIS. BEULAH HESS 
BRO. A. C . WHORTON 
SIS. BARBARA ANN GRIFFIN 

W·e, your Committee on Fina nce, subm it th e follo w ing report: 
We find the sum of $18 .36 in th e treasury and the churl'hes hnve 

cont r ibuted $47.00 tn th e minutt• fund, which m:lkt•s :1 tol:t l or 
$65 .36. 

We also find that the Midw:ly C hmch h:1 s contributed $10.00 to 
the Children's HomC'. 

BRO. J. C. DAVIS 
SIS. NOVELLA DAVIS 
BRO. J. E . STOREY 

We, your Committ-ee on Resolutions, submit the f'ollowing report : 
We recomme nd to leave th e resolutions :1 s th cv :1ppea r in the 1953 

minutes, but with the fo llowing exceptions : · 
We ask that the Church Coven:ntt be pl:icf'd in thC' minutes so 

al l of God's people may react it. 
We ask that this body t·ecommend that each co mmittee read their 

report to the association rtnd that it bC' p:~ ssC' cl hy th p assoeiation bC' 
fore they tum it OV('l' to tlw CIPrk. 
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BRO. GROVER ROACH 
F:LD. WALTER FLICKfNC.Im 
t3RO. 11 . n. SIMMONS 
f3RO. 1-l . ATTEBERY 
STS. DOI .l ,TF. STOP.EY 



We, yolll· ommittec o rr Arrangements, submit th e following 
report: 

Thursd ny night: Sermon b~ Rev. R. I. Cook. 
Friday 11 ~r . m.: St>rmon by Ht>v. Yundel!, to bt> followed by Rev . 

L. P . King. 
Friday night: Devotional o:e•·vicL'S l,•d lly 8ro. Billy Vickers, and 

sen1ron by RC'v. Wa lt1•r Flickinger. 
Saturd;1y 11 a. m.: Sermon b.v Hev . A. E. Keeney. 
Saturday night: SNrllOII by Hev. fknni<• Fisher. follow t>cl by thP 

Lord',; SuppC'r and Washing or the Saints' F<•ct. 
Suncbv II :1. nL: Sc•rmnn ilv f'lf'v . Bennie Fish e r . 

. . 11RO. BlLLY VfCKERS 
1m.0. W. A. HASH 
SIS. DONNIE YEAMAN 
S IS. ATTF.RF.HY 

TREA SURER'S REPORT 

To tlr0 Hich Mountain Association or Free Will Haptist: 
l , your C le rk and Treasurer, s ubmit lhL• follnwing repo1'l: 

· Balance in treasury at IB:i:l Association $ 
Rt~ceived for lVJinutPs 

39.33 
45.50 
59.01 Rec·eivPd for Chi ldrPn's' I rome• 

T otal in Tr0asury 
Paid Chi ldren's Tl onw 
Paid Mena St:1r for Minutes 
Postage 

Total paid out 
n:rl<ln< 'f' in TrP<lsllr.v 

$59.00 
66.30 

.18 

$ 143.1l4 

$125.48 
$ 18.36 

l:f:V. S. 11. METCALF 

FIFT H SUNDAY MEETING 
1st-Midway Church 
2nd-Hatfield Free Will Baptist C hu rch 
3rd-Big Cedar Church 
4th-Oak Grove Church 
5th-Rig C'Pcl<1r Church 

R E SO LUTIO NS 

August 27-29, 1954 
October· 29-31, 1954 
J anuary 28-30, 1955 

May 27-29, 1955 
.Tul y 29-31 , 1955 

Resolution No. 1- Dt> it. rpsolvl'rl, th:tt our deacons be instructed 
to see a fter the s uppor t of thei1· pastors and needy widows and or
phans; in fact, all the needy saints of Jerusalem.-Acts. 6:1-7. 

Resolution No. 2-Be it resolved, that God commanded tithes and 
offerings in the Old Testament; Jesus Christ indorsed it in the Gos
pel (Matthew 23:23l, and the Apostlp Paul said, "Upon the first 
day of th e week, let every om• or you Ia:v by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him."- 1 Cor. 16:2<~. 

Hesolution No. 3- Be it rl'solvccl, tha t we, members of the Rich 
Mountain Association, do pll•dgp our,elves to confirm to the re
quirements o f God's words, insofar as our ability and c ircumstances 
atro rds us to do so, rirst, by confe~sing our faults to one another, 
a nd praying one fo r· another th at ye may be healed.- J a mes 5:16. 
That we will do, God being our helper. Mor·eover, we each one of 
us, will strive to keE-p the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace 
by strictly observing that Hol .v Hulp oJ Order laid down by our 
L ord and C hrist, our g reat and loving redeemer, found in the 5th 
chapter of Matt. 23, 24. in which, reads as follows: "Therefore, if 
thou bring 1hy g ift to thP ~ll1ar and thC'J'P rememberest that thy 
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brother hath aught against thee leave here thy gift before the altar 
and go thy way. First be reconciled to thy brother and then come 
.ond offer thy gift."-Matt. 5:23-24 . FailurC' to observe these hoi~· 
rules of order is the direet eausc and oul~· true reason why we arc 
so ofl.en found out of fellowship and without a good report. Then 
in order that we may correct this hurtful evil and restore fellow
ship and peaec among ourselves and make it safe for all coming 
time, we are asking the hearty adoption and faithful observance 
of this resolution. 

Reso~ution No. 4-Be it resolved, that the deacons and respective 
churches and their pastor~ shall fix the programs for the Fifth 
Sunday meeting when it convenes with their church . 

Resolution No. 5-Be it resolved, that each church h ave a Pastor, 
Deacon, and Clerk, chosen by the church , 1o continu-e in office dur
ing the pleasure of the chureh. 

Resolution No. 6-Be it resolved, that we, as Ft·ce Will Baptists, 
abstain from worldly amusements and keep ours-elves unspotted 
from the world, that our l ives may be a shining light tu those in 
sin.-Matt. 5:16. 

Resolution No. 7-Be it resolved, that the church clerk, when writ
ing letters to the association, usc the form in back of the minutes. 

Resolution No. 8-Be it resolved , that church e lerks, when writ
ing their leiters to the assoeiation, list onJ:: the names of the min
isters, who belong to their ehurch by membership. 

Resolution No . 9-Be it resolved, that a church docs not recom
mend any one to be ordained for the ministry until they have 
preached at least one yea r with lic-ense . 

Resolution No. 10-Bc it resolved, that we ask each church of the 
association to commune and wash the sain ts feet at least onee a year. 

Resolution No. 11-Be it resolved, th<1t eaeh church go into eon
ference once each month and extend ehurch privilege caeh meeting 
day . 

Resolution No . 12-Be it r0solved, that the moderator need only 
read the rules of ordet· a fter organization and seating any new dele
gates . 

Resolution No. 13-Be it re~olved, that the Chureh Coven;lnt be 
placed in the minutes so all or God's people' mny read it. 

Resolution No . 14-Be it resolved, th;1t l'aeh committee read their 
report to the assoeiation and that it. be pilss<'ri by tlw :1ssoc iati on 
before they tum it ov-er to the l'IC'I'lc 

CONSTITUTION OF RICH MOUNTAIN ASSOCIATION 
OF FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST 

From long experience we, the members of the Free Will Baptist 
Church of Christ, being regularly baptized upon the eon Cession of 
our faith in J es us Christ, bC'ing convinced of the necessity of a eom
bination of churches to perpetuate a union and eommunion among 
us, and to preserve and maintain a eorrespondcnce with eaeh other. 
do adopt this constitution for ou t· chureh government. 

1. The Association shal l be eomposecl of Ordained Ministers, 
Deacons, Church Clerks, and members of th e diUcrent Churches, 
chosen as delegates, and not to exeeed five <51 from cae h Church. 
D elegates producing lett-ers with su fficient Minute funds, from any 
Church in our Assoeiation, sh all be e ntitled to a scat. 

2. Letters fron1 the different churches are to express their num
ber in fellowship, the number received by experience, letters of rec
ommendations, the number of dismissed, exc luded. restored and 
those who have died ~ in cc the last Assoeiation . 
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3. Minutes thus chosen a rp to bt• called the Rich Mountain Asso 
c i:Jtion o f FrPc Will Bapti~ts, be in g composed of churches in W estern 
Arkansas a nd E a,· t,•rn Okl<thom:l. Th,• A s;;ocia tion to have no power 
to lllrd it ovt·r Cud's hPrilag.e, nor to hav(• l'cc1Psi:1st ica l power over 
thL· churdws; n •servin g th p ri g ht to wit ildr:tw from any chun:h bc
<'Otn in g di,;ord<•rt v. t>rovidvd. h owl'VC'r. th(· Assoc i:ltion s h a ll havp 
ttw powu· ftlr a good l':l li Sl' , tll revok,· ll1l' license ur ct·edeutia ls of 
:tny rrlin ister, lict>!ls t•d o r ord ai rwd by :1ny chu rch within its juris
diction , :r nd t•xc luclt• tht• ci<> ll'gatt·s from its sess ions w h en they o1· 
th t.·it· church :II'·<' disot·d(·rl y, o1· f' :1il to ke!'p a good report. 

-1 . Th e Association sh :rll h:tve :t lYiod<>ralor, Cl e rk and Treas ucer, 
w ho an· to b<' chose n b.v lh·e s ttf'l'l ·ag(· or tlw m embt.•t ·s pre~e nt. 

5. Nt•wly const ilu tPd c ilurclws rna.1 IJ<' :~dm itted to the Associa
tion b.' pl'litioning by letter . :tnd dPll'ga lrs if o rd e rly and orthodox; 
The Association may rcct•ive lht•rn IJy giving tlw hand o l' fellows hip. 

t). No question from any church s hall l'ome under the consid 
Pration nl' ttw As~ol'i:~ lion . 11nl !'ss it h :ts l i r ~t il <'<' ll d ist· usSt' d b.v its 
ow n chucch. 

7. EvL·L'.I' m o t ion mad e and seconded s h all be considered by thc 
A ~social i o 11, pxcept it bt> withdr:twn by tlw member who made it. 

8. ll shall bt• the duly or the Clerk to k e ep a regula t· fil e of the 
minutes of the Associ<1tion in a i)OO k to U<' k<'pt b.' tlw Association 
for tha t purpos<'. 

!J. Whcn a minis ter o l this Association s h a ll be charged with 
prcaehing any doctrinc, oth 01· lh<m tht· Frt.• c· Will doctrine. by any 
church or member o f a church. tlw ch:1rgc wil l lw proven, or drop 
ped, within a period of two years. 

I 0. Dea ling with diso rdPrl ,. mc mbPrs-- lr 1 see m v brother in a 
lault , I s hould go to him an(t tJ '.V to restorL' him. But if h e will not 
hear me. thL•n I sh ould tak!' ont· or two ot h ers, and if h e neglects 
to h ea r them a lso, then take him to the church, and le t the church 
deal with him as a di sorde rly membe r. F ot· Paul sa id that if a man 
be overtaken in a fa ult, l l' t him that is spiritua l restore s uch one, 
in the spirit o r mePkness. considering lhvself , lest thou a lso b e 
tempted . 

Beat· yc one another 's burdt•ns. :~nd so full'ill t h e law o r Chr ist.
Cal. 6 : 1-2; Matt. 18 :1 5-18. 

I L Be it reso lvt•d that our :.ssociatiun and fifth Sunday mee tings 
l'an o r g;mi zt• w ith two r2l or· more· churc hes present. · 

RULES OF ORDINATION 
I. Do you bl'lil'VP in thl' total depravity of the human brain ? 

Answc r, no. 
2. Do you beJi.evL' that infants are saved w hil e in a s tate of inno 

t C'ncp·> Answer, r do. 
3. Do you believe in a l'u ll ancl fn•e sa lv:1tion to a li w h o w ill 

aCll'Pt it in Gos pel te rm s·• AnswN, l clo. 
4. Do \ ou be li eve in t he burial or t h e believer with Christ in 

water after h <' h as llPl'n bapti zPd into Clll'i s t by thP Holy Ghost'! 
Answer, l do. 

5. Do you b(•lit._•Vt' that ""·' rnan has a right in t.lw Gospel to 
1 ept>a t bapti ~m to such :1 su bjt•d'! An sw e r, no. 

6. Dn you belit'V<' that J'</Jt!lntmion, f<'t.' t washin g a ncl baptism 
an· Go.spe l ord in:mcp :utd <trl' t" ' "' ta u .g ht :mel pn1l'licPd until He 
com~c• s aga in '/ Answer, I do. 

I . Will you solem nl y pl vdg" .vuursl'lf to preach <.~net practice th<' 
:.:ll llt·, God IJPing .vour he!;wr·' AllsWL' '·· 1 will by th e h e lp of God. 

ll. Do you bl'ii<'V( ' th<tl lllllll' wil l b!' fin a lh s:t VPd hill th ns0 w h o 
JH'I'St' l 'l'l't' in hn lint •ss tn lh r> <' lid., Answ('r. 1 ci" . 
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A RTICLES OF FAITH 
1. We believe in one true ~tnd li ving God. the F ather, Son and 

Holy Ghost; and these three a re ·equal in Di v ine essence, power and 
glOLT-John 1:1; I J oh n 5:7. 

2. We believe that the Scripture of the Old and New Testament 
are the writte n and r-evealed W ord of God, and the on ly infallible 
rule of faith and practice .- II Tim. 3:16-17. 

3. We believe tha t God crea ted man good . but man disobeyed 
G cd, transgressed the law and fe ll under just condemnation. where
by all m a nkind are sinne rs, not by constraint but b y cho ice, being 
partakers of the sinful n atu re, ;1ttaincd by the fall, and that man is 
unable to save himse][ with his own power. but we sec J esus, for 
the sufferings of death , crowned with glor :v. that H e, by the gr ace 
of God, shall t as te death for ever~· man.-Heb. 2:9; Gen. 1:31; Gen. 
3:6-7. 

4. W-e believe that Christ, by his death, burial and resurrection, 
purchased our pardon and offe red it f rec'y to all mankind upon the 
principle of repenta nce toward God and faith in th e Lord J esus 
Christ. H e now comm a nd s all men ever~ where to repent; therefore 
He sai th, "Look unto me and be s::~vcd, a ll ye ends of the earth, 
for I am God a nd there is none clsc."-Isa . 45:22; Matt. 4:17; A cts 
17 :3, 20, 21. 

5. We believe that adult persons must be r eg-enerated and 
born of the Spirit of G od if they inherit eterna l lifc.-John 3:3. 

6. We bel ieve that infants arc sav·ed by the merits o f the Son of 
God.-Mark 10:14. 

7. We b el ieve that Cl1ristians should persever e in grace a nd be 
faithful to the end if they inherit eternal life. for blessed a re they 
that do Hi s Commandments, that t hey may have a right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through the gates into the cit~·.-Matt. 
24:14 . 

8. We bel ieve 1ha.t baptism by immersion is the apostol ic mode, 
even the buria l of the believer in water in the name of the F a ther 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost; and that Christ, who is our 
life, sh owed this humble example to His children and bids u s walk 
herein.-Matt. 28:19-20; John 3:33. 

9. We believe that our mi nisters should b e qualified according to 
instructions given by P a ul to Timothy.- ! Tim . 3:1-8 ; Il Tim . 2:15. 

10. W e believe that God displays his p ower of grace t o a great 
degree in calling and qualifying His serva nts. By the teaching of 
the Holy Ghost and b y the instruction of His blessed word to go 
forth and proclaim l ife and salvation. H e bids us to freely come a nd 
nothing prevents the salvation of any but their own s tubborn rebel
lion and sinful refusal to comc.-I Cor. 12:3; Eph . 3: 7: Rev. 22:17; 
Isa . 55:1-5; Matt. 28:19-20. 

11. W-e believe that Baptism a nd The Lord's Supper a nd th e 
W ashing of Saints' F eet to be Gospel ordinances-St. John 13 :3-5; 
I Corinthians 11:20, 34; St. Mark 16:15-18: and Matthew 28:18-20. 

12. We believe the first day o f the week to be the Lord's D ay, 
a nd t h e apostles taught us to s·et it aside to worship God.-Romans 
14:16; Roman s 6:14-15 ; Roman s 10:4; St. Mark 16:2; I C'orin1hians 
16:2 ; and St. John 20:1, 19, 26. 

13. We believe th e assembl in g o r our:-:c:lvcs togethe r is an orna
ment which prepares a nd beautifies the sold ier of the cross to m arch 
onwa rd in the army of the Lord.-Hcbrews 15:25: Acts 2:42. 

14. We b elieve that none have a right to baptism only those who 
have !'etained a li v in g ho pr in the Lorct Jesus Christ, and nonr 
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have a right to administer th e same except those who are called of 
God and have come undPr the han d of the Presbytery of Elders.
Titus 1 :5 : Acts 14:23. 

15. W·L' b e liL•ve it to be the dut;. of e;.H.:h <:hur<:h to assembl e 
them~elvcs togpther onep a month. ;.md th ::l1 it is the duty of the 
IX1>. tor or the church . when se tt in g fur th tlw Lorct's Su]Jper m1d wash 
ing the sa ints' feet. to invite all Ch1·istians.-I Cor. 11:27-29. 

16. We b elieve in the res urrc<:t ion of the dead, both the j u s t a nd 
the unjust. The rcsu rrP<:lion of th e just to glory and immor tality 
in the presence of God: the unjust to the cvel'iasting shame and ban
ishment from the pn'st'n<·e o r Cod.-Matl. '25:31-46: I Cor. 15 :42-45; 
RL'\'. :20: I 0. 

"THE LAW OF THE LORD'S SUPPER" 
!By Rev. Will iam Mankin> 

The Lord's Suppe r was instituted for God's people. T h ey all h ave 
equal rights to the s u pper and the right is a birthri,ght. "For b y one 
Spirit arc we all baptized into one bod.v."-1 Cor. 12:13. This is no t 
wate1· ba pti sm, but spiritual b:tptism . Again Chris t sa~·s, I am the 
door, b y me, if any man enter in, h e sh all b e saved. J oh n 10 :9. 
Christ is not the water bapti,;m . Yet h e is "The Door." There i s but 
one door and Christ says He is th e Door, an d he that cometh i n 
at that door sh:-tll have full fellow ship and equal rights w ith a ll 
other Christia ns. " Let a man ex;.tm inc himself. und let him eat of tha t 
brea d a nd drink of that cup. For he that eateth and d r inketh un 
wcrthilv cateth and drinkcth damnation to himself." Not to the 
chw·<:h: but to himself. It is :t personal matl·er in judging and eating . 

The church th a t does judge a nd cxcluclc any of God's people is 
not in keeping with the instruction g ive n b~· the church of Corin th. 
To thus judge and exduclc one of th e children of God is to offen d 
the child so judged :md excluded . Now li sten to Chris t. "He th a t 
offends one of these litt le ones that believes in me, it were bet
ter for him that a millstone were h<in gecl a bout his neck a n d t h a t 
he were drowned in the dep1h of the se,t."-Matt. 18 :6; I Cor . 10 :30, 
and 13:22. It is contended th at they of th e same fait h and order 
should be entitled to purtakc of th e L ord's Supper. 

J admit that Ch r ist is th e ti'LI{' f<>. ith. and that Hi s ch urch is t r u e 
order, and th a t faith is the mean~ by which men belong to the t r u e 
orde r. H h is is meant by the same faith, we shall not object; we 
are agreed. But if ~·eel is refe rred to, we object. As to or der, if 
nothing but Gospel Order is meant. ver~- well . But we do not be
lieve that one <:ltild or G od s hould dict:.Jtc just what another sh ou ld 
believe 01· what <:burch h e s hould belo n g to in order that h e may 
be in the right church, for th P visible <: hur"h is but an organized 
bod.v of Christi:tns a nd placing yo ur nam<· on the chur<:h book of 
th e best churc h un eal'lh dot.:s nul make vou a Christian. The eun
uch that bl'lievl'd ancl was b:tptizccl, what· <:hurch did he join? Here 
is faith and h!'re is ordeL Nov: '''k il th<' eunuch were to w ish t o 
commune wi th sonw of the chur<: hcs. would he be allowed the 
right'' No. h e is not the same fai th and o rclel'. Yet he is admitted to 
heaven. but cou ld not be admiltt'd to a sectari:.J.n table. A t t h e 
L ord 's table all His penpk hav e :1 prt r,·c:t 1 ight. be he who he may, 
and wh en th e s upper is set and all of Cud 's people' are not invi ted, it 
is not the Lord's but a secta rian table . 

"So we. bein!": manv, arC' on p body in Christ. :tnd eve ry one mem
bers on<' or another "-Rom. 12:'5. And thp w ay we become one b ody 
is b.v being b<tpti zrd into th nt bod\ And , of cc,ut·se, this is spiritu <tl 
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baptism. He that gets in by water bapti~m , the same is a thief a nd 
a robber, and whon any Oll·C gl'ls into that body in a legal way he 
has <I right ln <til tlw lll·n<'fits :t nd privilt•gt·s t>J' th:1t i>ndy. " For· we, 
being many, :1I'L' one bn•ad -.nd tHlt' llt~d .\. J'or· wt· :1n• :tit p: ti 'Likt•rs 
uf Uwt 0110 hn':1d."- [ Cor. ttl: 17. 

By parLtking we t•xhib it a tlllt'lh.:~s ot' that iJllcl.\. Who is meant 
by " we'/" fl t·Pnainl:-• llH':lllS :til C'hristi:lns of :ill agt's. "When you 
come togethL'r, ta n .v ottt' for anotht·r. ilL' of "'"' lllind." But !d tht• 
word or God cuntml that mind. lr it h:td l'Vt'r bc•cn inll'ndt•d by the 
Saviour th:1t the suppl'l' should lw ;~uarLIPd. :1s sonw :tlll'mpt lo 
guard it, God would have t•ndowed judgL'S with power to discern 
the pure from the impure. But the stand point rmm which to judge 
is water bapti;:m, and a kg;tl a<lministr:1tiun of till' s:nnc. So, if 
baptisJn by imm<:r;,ion, and a lpgal administration, this se ttles the 
matter, ,and Christi<m charm:lcr is tdt out, by which somL' make 
a woeful m istakt'; ror, after :til thi~: pn·caution, some have bP<'Il 
found unworthy or the loast or the privileg<~s or tht• church. 

To admit immersion to lw the only modp or baptism a!ld :1 lnrP 
believer receiving it, is that nut all right'' Some would answer, " H 
by a legal administration . th is is ~•ll tha t is wanted." lt is not purely 
a personal matter? So it b the dul.'' of tho flrC':tclwr to baptize. and 
th e applicant to be baptized. 

When this is done, 0ach ha~; performed a pt·t·sonaJ duly. if 1 had 
ne ve r been baptized and lJad to await until I found one whom I 
knew to be a legal administ rato r, J nevl'J' would be baptized at a ll , 
as I cannot know the heart of nuut. Two :H't ing in L'Oill'<' t ·t. onp ac tin g 
in good faith :\nd the other not. 

Every Christian is responsible tor his own ac.:b . and not for an 
ether. Simon the sorcerer believed and was baptized, and that by " 
legal adm inistrator, and yl'! it was diseovercd that he was not a 
Chri sti an . 

So we sec that baptism by legal administration docs not confer 
any cla im to Christian rights. as this proves to b0 a persona l mat
t er; F or we clearl.v see that Apostle, inspired :ts lw was, d id not dis
cover the evil or Simon's !wart; neither can wo know the heart of' 
a m an. When we do ou 1· duty, it is o urs; when an applicant, it .i s 
his. So we Jind that in rcpentanc.:c, f<litlJ, baptisnt and C hristia n dll · 
ties, all are personally accountable to God and not lt> man. 

Vario us are the opin ions o f nwn; and tho way we act:ount for 
them is in the ccwat:ity of men; and if we usp the capacity God h as 
given us, we do not think that we should be eten1allv condemned 
for what we cannot help. The church or Christ is -divided into 
many members but is one sp ir itua l body and Christ the head, and 
they should hav€ th e sam" l'arp for <>;H· h otlwr that tlw flPshly body 
has fot· its members. 

Should Christians commum• together at the Lord 's table'' "What 
God h as joined together let no man put ;\sUIHiPt'." C'hr istians do not 
feel alike if they do not think :tlikP. 

They can preach tog·ethPt·. s ing :11td lnv .. tog<·th('t·, and sfl ,Hrkt llwy 
not t:ommunc together'? 

Then a union and rn•c cunultUnion is rorcPd upon us. 
Christ said H e would drink no mon• o r tlw !' l'lli t or t h C' v in o u ntil 

He should drink it :11ww itt !lis Kingdom . 
So as :1ssC'mhlPd :1! Cod 's t:dll(' itt lf t':tvt•n. "" s ltottld WI' lw 1111 

e-ar th . 
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RULES OF ORDER 
J. At t'VC'I'~' sitting business shall be opened an d concluded by 

prayer. 
2. Personal re fl ection shall be avoided in a ll debates. 
3. Those who speak shall rise and address the Modera tor. 
4. No motion shall be discussed with out being seconded. 
5. When a motion has been made :md seconded and a m ember 

opposes its cliscus~ion, the Moderator shall put the qu estion : "Shall 
it be discussed'?" If negat ive, the qul'slion shall be discussed . 

6. If a proposition o r motion under debate con tains t wo p oints, 
it shall be divided if requested . and a vote taken. 

7. Motion made and lost shall not be recor ded . 
8. No one shall speak more than twice on any subject w ithout 

.cpecial leave of t h0 Mode rator. 
9. In all c:l~L's a majorit.v shall r ule, except in recetvmg mem

bers, which shall be un:mimous. 
10. No person shall absent h imself without special leave of the 

Moderator. 
11. Anangements shall be made so as to insure two or m ore 

sermons ·each da v of the Associat ion. 
12. The Hulcs of Ordl' l' sha.! be distinctly read f r om the chair 

immediately after the organization of the Associa tion . 
13. The churches should be more careful of their s-election of 

delegates to the Association, :1s the As>ociation is n ot composed 
cf deacons and min isters alone, but bv a d!'lega1ion f rom the la ity of 
the ch urches of the Association. Tr.•: to sel€ct delegates tha t will be 
present to represent you .-Hebrews I 0:25. 

H. Alteratiuns ma_v bt' madP in thesp HulL's at any regula r ses
sion of the Assoc iation. 

FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT 
Having givL'n ourse lves to God. by fai t h in J esus Ch r ist, and 

adopted the wore! of Gocl as ou t· ru!e uf faith and practice, w e now 
give oursL·ivf's t<) ont' anotlwr bv 1lw Will o f God in t h is solemn 
cOVl'nanl. 

We prulllist· h,v H is gr<tcl' to love :11Hl ubt•y Him in a ll things, to 
<tvoid all ~tppe~trance of L'Vil, to abstain from a ll sinful a musements 
and unhol:v confonnit:v to thp wor ld, from a lJ sanction of the u se 
and salf' of intox icating beverages, and to provide things honest 
in the sight of all m€n. 

We agree faithfully to discharge our obl iga tions in r eference to 
study of the scriptures, secret pra.Ycr, family devotions, a nd social 
worship and by s,•Jf-denial, faith, and good works endeavo r to grow 
in grace and in the knowledgp of <>ur Lord and Savior J es us Chris t. 

We will not forsake the assembling of ou r s·elves together for 
church LOnfL>rence. publil' worship, and the observance of t he ordi
nance or thP Gospel, nor f~li I to p~•:v accor ding to our abi lity for 
the support o r the church. of its poor, and all its ben evolent work . 

We agt·ec 10 accept Christian admonition and reproof w ith meek
ness, and to watch over one another in Jove, endea voring t o "k€ep 
the unit~ of th e Spirit' in the bonds of peace, to be ca r eful of one 
another's happiness and reputation, and seek to str engthen the 
weak, encourage the afflidcd, admon ish t he e rri ng, an d as fa r as 
we are able promote the success of the chm·ch and of the Gospel. 

We will everywhere ho!cl Christian princ iple sacr ed and Chris 
tian obligations anrl (• nkrprises supreme; counting it our chief bus-

-- 11 -



iness 111 life to extend the influe nce of Christ in society; constantly 
praying and toiling that the Kingdom of God may come, and Hi s 
will be don0 on earth as it is in h eaven . 

Tu this -end WL' agree tu labor for tlw prunwtiun uf ed uca tion 
and denominational enterprises, th e suppo rt or Missions, the s ue
cess of Sunday school s a nd e va ngel ica l efforts for the sa lva tion of 
the World. And may the Cod or pcaee sanetify us wholly, and 
preserve us hl am~less 1111to tht· ,·oming of our Lorcl .JPs ll s Chris t . 

FORM OF LETTER OF DISMISSAL 
This eert ifi cs that is a mcmbe t· in 

good s tan din g· or th e Ft ·c•r· \Vill Raptis t Church at 
, <.tlld as S lid! Wl' r l: t'Ollllll C' l1d 

to the' fPilnw.ship or Cod's Jl l'II Jllt'. Dnnf' in c·onf.Pl'C'Ill'f' 
. l!l 

FORM OF DEACON'S LETTER 
This is to eertify th :tt 13ro. 

lVloderatot· 
. ('Jerk 

is a worthy Deacon of our ehurl'h and W<' rc' t·onutwnd him :ls hPing 
worth y of hi s c:1lling. 

Thi s dily or , l!l 

CHURCH REPORTS 
OAK GROVE CHURCH 

Moderator 
, C lt>rk 

Pastot· He v Bennie Fi she r ; Dea ('ons, l3ro;:. W . l' . Earnest :111d J. 
B. Cum~ings; a nd DPlegat0s, 13m . .John Stol'l.' Y. Sis. Dollip Ston'y. 
Bro. A. C. Who t·ton and Bro. a nd S is. Hn ls01il. 
Meeting Days Fit·s t and Third Sundays 
Number of Members 43 
Average Attendance in Sundav Sch oo l 10 
P a id Pastor · $ 90 .75 
Minute Fund $ 4.50 
Valu C' of Chur<"h Property $ 1000.00 

BIG CEDAR CHURCH 

Pastor, Rev. R. I. Cook; Deacons, Bros. J . C. Davis and H . n. Sim
mons; Church Clerk, Mrs. Donnie Yea man. Star Route , Page, Okla
homa; and Delegates Sis . Novella Da vi s, Bro. Bill Rash, Bro. Olin 
K elsey, and Sis. K athryn Rash . 
Meeting Days 
Number of Members 
Numbe r of Resident Membe rs 
Numbe r received thi s year 
Number by baptism · 
Number by recommendat ion 
Numbe r by Jetter 
Number dismissed by lette1 · 
Number died _ 
State of Re ligio n _ .. _ _ _ 
Average Attendance in Sunday School 
P a id Pastor ______ _ 
Paid Children's H omc 
Minute Fund 
Va lue of Chureh Property 
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Sceonct and Fourth Sundays 
51 
38 
IIi 
9 

2 
I 

Good 
38 

$ 144.55 
$ 35.00 

$ 10.00 
$2000.00 



HATFIELD FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH 

Pastot·, Rev. S. B. Mett:alf; Deaeons, Bros. G. A. Hooper, F. 0 . 
Hantilton :111d Roy Stinnett: Chun.:h Clerk, R:ty Metcalf. Ha tfie ld , 
Arkans<ts; ami De legates. Bm. ancl Sis. A1tebPry, kn>. :m<i Sis. Wil · 
sntt. and Bro. Philip AltC'Iwr.v. 
Met:ting Days 
Numbet· of lVleml.JeJ·s 
Numbt>1· of Rt>sident Members 
Number of Non - RL'sidettl !VIl'mi)<·rs 
Numb(·t· n'L·eivcd this year 
Numbt•r n·<·t>ivt>d bv rc·L·o nllnl'ml.tti on 
Nullli><'r dismissc•cl by ll'!kr 
St:tll' o f Religion 
Av,•r:tgt• Atlend:tJH·<· in Sunrl:t.\' S l'iwoi 
tJa id l'astur 
!':lid ('hilclren's !l ome 
IVlinu ll' l~llntl 
lluild ing :tnd Hepairs 
Valttr' ol ('httn·h Pmtwrty 

Time 
3!:1 
19 
20 

5 
5 
:~ 

Good 
15 

$20.00 
$ 42 .87 
$ 22.50 
$ 25.00 
$3500 00 

MIDWAY CHURCH 

P:ts!ot·, H<•v. l-len ni e Fislll'r: IJP:t<·ons , Bros. L. H. Burne ll, A. B. 
Fusl<'r, a nd Perry L oo 11 ey; C hut'l'h CIPrk, Mrs. Wilm:t Griffin, Board 
Camp, Arkan:;as; and DelegatC's, Bro. HerlJ.crl Hess, Sis. Beulah 
!less, Bro. GrovPr Ro:lf'h. Sist f' r B:trb:lt':t Griffin :tnd Bro. Billy 
VickC'l's . 
JVll'l'ling Days 
Nuntb<·r or !VlcmbNS 
Number of Resident Members 
Numbe1· of Non-Resident Members 
Number received th is yeat· 
Number by baptism 
Number by recommendation 
State of Religion 
A verage Attendance in Sunda~· School 
Paid P:tslor 
Minutp Fund 
Children's Tl ome Funct 
Building a nd Repairs 
V:llll<' of C'hur<·h Property 

13 

sl'l'OIHI :lll d F ot tl'lh S undays 
32 
25 

7 
2 
1 
1 

Good 
33 

$ 186.00 
$ 10.00 

... $ 10.00 
$ 34.55 

.. $2000.00 
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