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MINUTES. 
OP~' 

FORTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL SDSION. 
Ol'TBJ: 

ROBERTS ICGEE moctATION 
OJ' 

BAmSTS 

• 
Bald with ~we Ohurch beginning Thll1'8day night 

before tbi NCODd limd&y in September, 1948. - • 

.,,.., 

OITIODI 

Moderato_r ................................................ Elder J. C. Newby 
A&s't. Mod ............................................ . 
Clerk ........................................................ Sister Susie Wolfe 
.Ass 't. Clerk .................................................. Sister Iva Smith 

T.he lJ8! ~1!.~a.J..J~ 9f this Association will convene. 
with ~r?eW'il'I Baptist Church near Camron, 
0~. beginning on Thursday night before the second 
~ in Sep ber, 1949. 
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Sis. )lay Bell"' Clay, Bro .. J. R. Rasl1 aud Bro. ,J. A. Wil­
son. 

Commitce on Ministers' and Deacons' Credentials: Brn. 
D.ave ·woodard, Sis. Edna Aust, and Bro. R. 0. Daniels. 

l\~io • • • ·'ed that we accept th rc,port on Resolutioit 
and 1 • ir the committee. 

l\ 10n c ied that we accept .c 11eport of the com­
mittee on bill of arrangements and retain the committee. 

Motion carried that we accept the report of the Obit­
narv Committee and retain the committee. 

Report of Divine Serviee Committee: W~ your com- ,,-/ 
mittec, ~eg to report Bro. Willson to preacgnjgEJ and s,:: 
Bro. T, A. Anderson to conclude. 

Motion carried that we adjourn until 7 :30 tonight for 
preaching. 

Afer preaching service dismissed by Bro. Bidwell until 
9 o'cloik tomorrow. 

Evening Service 
Son~ se1:vice conducted by Sis. Wickham. 1 

A united prayer was offered for Bro. Easton near Uam­
ron, Okla. who is very ill. Led by Bro. Ezra Neaby fol­
lowed by Bro. E. D. McCause .. 

Devotional service led by_ Sis. ·wickham and a wonder-
ful testimony meeting was the result. • 

Additional singing led by Bro. Orvil Yandell. 
After devotional service, Bro. Doyle Dipboye brought 

a wonderft!ge.-~t. t. Mark lp:15; Luke 10:27· 
29.~ - ~ 

Song, 0 Why ot o 1 ht. 
Dismissed by Bro. Mize. 

Saturday Morning Session 
Saturday morning met at the appointed hour. 
Singing conducted by Bro. Ed McCause. 
Prayer by Bro. Peppers. 
Scripture reading Peter 5. 
Motion carried that Bro. J. A. Wilson be our Ass 't . 

.Moderator. 
Motion carried that we seat Bro. Pepper as delegate 

from the Wilburton Church. 
Motion carried that we receive the report of Query aml 

Auest Committee and discharge committee. 
Wll!!Jiotion carried that the first fifth Sunday meetinr 
convene with the Green Hill Church near Cameron, Okla. 

The second fifth Sunday meeting to convene with the 
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. Bc1111i11gto11 Church near ·shady Point, 'Okla. 
'l'he thir<l fifth Sunday meetin:g to convene with: thi 

~aloua Church south of Red Oak, Okla. 
'l'hc fo11rth £ift11 Sunday meeting .to convene. with thtt 

Knot Hole Community Church known as the Fair Ifill 
Church, north of Cameron, Okla. • . . . • 

:Motio11 carried that we send Bro; T. A. Auderso11 and 
Bro. J. _C. Newby to hold a ~veck's meeting at the Knot 

. :fiole Community before the fourth fifth Sunday meeting 
to prepare the community for the meeting; .:c. ·., 
-The committee on divine service reports that· Sis. Iva , 

Smith leads .the devotional service and Bro. ,T. ·c. Ne,vby 
.and Bro. Fella bum to bring the 'message at 11 o'clock 

l.'lotion carried t'tlat ·we receive t 1 re ort of the ~onr 
mittee on minister's, ,ind_ deacon's charact • ,and retain, 

• ~
th

~r~~:1t!!~~ieJ\i2;{}11 ;;;~;1~;\i1~/~:\;;tf~~1~-:~:>b·c i .'· •• 
turned over to the Executive Board. • . . . 

~lotion carr~ed that Bro. ,T. ~- Rash help !he_ Clerk ot"-. 
• tlus Ass'n .. prepare the manuscript for the prmtmg of the 

.minutes. • . • ' . 

. • l\Iotion carried that the next camp, meeting and Ass 'n . 
. convene with Bennington Church on 'l'hursda.y night be-
fore the .second. Simday in September, 1949. 

l\Iotion that we adjourn until 1 :30. . 
• Eleven O'clock Service 

House called to order by the Moderator, Bro. J. C. New-: 
hy. . , 

Singing conducted by Bro. Linnie Dugan. 
Devotional service conducted by Sis. Iv.a, Smith. 
Pra.yer by Bro. ,T. C. Ne";.by. _, n~ 
Bro. Fcllabum brought a wonderful message . .;J.A(:)f •ff,7,°'( 
The l\Ioderaftr made arrangements for all the delegates 1.i• «'f 

to have homes for the noon hour. • 
Dismissed by Bro. Doyle Dipboye. • 

Saturday Afternoon Session 
'The Association came together at the appointed time, 

1:30., . • . . 
Singing conducted by Bro. Lonnie Dugan. 
Prayer. by Bro., J. ·A. Wilson. 
Song, ·When Our Ilord Shall Come Agaiir. 1 ,,:. 
Scripture reading Psalm 2 :5. 
Motion carried that ,ve accept the report pf Bill o( 

.Arrangement Committee an·d discharge the committee. 
'.....-6--i 



Moved .and carried that on Saturday night and Sunday 
of the next Association ( the 2nd Sat. and Sunday in Sept .. 1/4 -
1949) be for the young people and that e.a,ch church r ~ 
resenting bring 'a program for the young people. _,-- , 

/ l\fotion carried that we accept the report -of--Resolution , 
Committee and discharge the ,committee. . 

.fl Motion carried that we send Bro. E. D. l\foCause, Bro. • • 
r.f~? T. A. Anderson, and Bro. J.P. Brewer as delegates to the,,..,.,._,~ 

J.• State Association. 
Motion carried that we acc~pt the Obituary Gommff 

tee report .and dis(lharge committee. . • 
Motion carried that we accept the report of Books and 

'periodical Committee and discharge committee. • 
Motion carried that this Association request that. each 

minister of this Association keep. a correct record of'his , 
w_ork during the associational year·and make his report ,, 

• at the next convening of, this Associ.a,tion. (This report, • ••• 
.means you keep the . number of miles traveled, number 
. married, number; baptized, number received· into the 
-church. and the amount ,of money received in the work). I 

• Motion c.a.rried·that this Association keep an Executive 
Board and retain the' committee. 
• Executive Board members el~cted a& follo,vs: Bro. R. 
0. Daniels, Bro: J . .A. R!ash, Bro. A. __ L. Wilson, Bro. J . 
. P. Brewer, .and Eld. 'O. D. Wickham. assecretary. 

,', ' 11 • .d:1-ftft_'' ~-. ·_•_ . J/4~·-.· '. 
:REPORTS \. 

COMMITTEE· REPORTS. 
Temperance: /Yl,tl,I, , • . /. 
,ve, your committee_ on temperance, beg. to report as 

follows: . •. . . · < • • . 1' . • t 
That we use all our efforts as Christian p'eople to ab-' 

• .stain from all ungodly :habits .or -anything that_ would in-
. jure our influence, a:Qd we further recommend 'that_ our 

ministers preach one or more sermons on the liquor evil 
each year, and i 1e futher recommend that _,vhen any mem­
ber of our church is overtakmi or; knowri. to be indulgin~ 

1 in anv habits the chu;ch should. deal with such membrr 
according to' the.,. scriptures. ' • 

Signed Committee:"" Sis.·s. E. Vinseei1 
Sis. Emma Hardway • Bro; J. A. Wilson·. 
Sis. Minnie Daniel 
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. nfA,1,3. 
Re~olut.lion: 

,v e, your committee, beg to report· as follows: 
Tha,t all futhcr. meetings of our Association have two 

sermons on Thursday night, two sermons Friday morn­
ing, two sermon:, Friday afternoon, two sermons Friday 
night, Two. Saturday morning, afternoon, and night, and 
one Suday morning or devotional service equivalent, and 
this to ericlude the sermons of the Association. 

We recommend that we retain our boundary line of this 
Association. ' ' • 

·w c,recommend that all new business be brought to our 
Arrangement Committee before coming before this body. 

'··-~'. Committee: Eld. J. E. Yandell 
·•} t. Bro. J. R. Rash Eld. D. Dipboye 

"'< , Bill of Arrangement: IJf~.JI.., 
. ::·· • : ,ve, your committe~ beg to report as follows: 
. •. , , ,, 'That we have a camp meeting at the convening of the 

·, - ' \ :.. • ;next Association at the home of the Association· and that 
1 ; : \ . i : i .. ~> one , period of this meeting be devote\l, .to the young 

. , . , . :; people . 
• •• i 1 • Signed Committee: Sis. Mary B. Clay 

'. " .. 
·' Sis. Lela Dipboye Bro. J. R. Rash 

Obituary: • ~ />1--6,5, ; , ·' 
We, your committee beg to report as follows: ... 
. That the following have departed this life since our last. 

Association: Bro; Louis Tiffie of. Howe, Okla., Bro. Tom 
• Morris of Red Oak, Okla., Julius Hardaway and Bro. 

Riley Hardaway, Red.Oak, Okla·., and Sis. Pepers of Wil-
burton, Okla. . • 

. Signed,. Committee;,: Minnie. Williams 
Violet McGause. • , Myrtle Newby 

Query and t§}iuest: 'I'/" II • • •• • 
,v e, your committee beg to report as follows: 
That we recommend that the Moderator of this Ass'n. 

place each fifth Sunday nfecting where they :arc most 
needed. 

• Signed, Committee: Effie Yandell 
. Willie B. 11\foCann . -Pauline R~Sji 

\· Minister's and Deacon's Character: q/_,o,, 7; · 
"\Ve, your committee beg to report a·s follows: 
Vve find all our ministers and deacons in good stand-

ing as.far.as we have learned. · • •.. • · ~--. 
Signed, Committee: Dave Vfoodard • • 

/YI ~ , . .. R. 0. Daniel Edna Aust ,.,,_-, r • . 

~ ~ ~~--i;;,A,,L.,~ 
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;,i: ~:'..('-rf'i~~n?iaf Report. by Ass 't.' Clerk, Iva Smith //1,ft •• 
J;mungton,Chiirch .. : ..... ." .................. .' ............................ $ ~.00• 
Ki~ot Hole Community Oh ............ : .......................... : .. :.. .60 
,Y1lburto11 Church ........................................................ · 2.00-

. 8pring Hill Ch1.ircJi .......................... :............................ 2.50 
8ugar Loaf Church ............. : ................... : .. • ................. ; 3.00 • 
8alona Church .............. .: .......... : ........................... ,......... 5.00 
Norris Church ......... ; ........................... :.......................... 3.50 • 
Vanshawc Cliurc1i ......................................................... 3.00 

'fotal ....................................................................... $21.6(), ........, 
. Report of, Executive Board ' 

,vebeg to\·eport that ,ve have suJd the lots iu Poteau,. ' 
for the SUlll of • .. , ................... ~ ............... , .. : ..... :., ........ : ..... )j,140.00 • 
Sold 2 acres in B_oggie for .......... : ............ '................... 150.00 

Total ............... : ................................... : ................ • $~90.00. 
Disbursements: 1 ' •. • • 

I<'or advertising -land :.: .... : ......... :.,: .......... ::". .... , ........... $ 8.00 
'i'rnck Expense (Bro. Daniel) : ............................... ,.. 7.50, 
·cashing checks .............................. : ................. ·............ . .04, 

Total ..... ;.: ................... ; ......................... ,.: .... : ......... $. 15'.5G 
Balance in· 11ands of board ........... : .....•..... : ................ $27 4.44 · 

Signed, Committee:' • • 0. D. ,vickhani , 
• Bro. J. A.· Rash c . Bro, ,J. A. Wilson. 
, ,Jim Bre,ver ' . R. 0. Daniel . 

'l'he discussion of the. Idle property in the : bound~ries 
of the •·Roberts 1\IcGee Association knowi1 as the Knot 

leCommunity or, once, F'air Hill Church. 
'l'his is to certify that we, Chadey Archie and ,J. A. 

'Shipman, parties of the 'first part, and ·the Executive 
Board, servants of the Roberts 1\IcGce Associatio1i, party 
01 the secoi1d pi1rt, do' hereby mutually agree to the fol-· 
lowing and do hereby subscribe our names- that the said 

, two acres of land belonging to. said church·, community 
whieh is now idle

1 
be left i_n _the,haucls of the said party 

of the first pai·t pending a church being built on the said , 
2 acres of land, or until such time. as the said parties of 
the first pa.rt. see fit to subm~t said. rights, of said land 
to the said nr:.rned

1
-Association or the Executive Bo1ird of 

·this Association, • • .. • .-• . • • , • 
And wc fnthe 1r agree that this .agreement be kept i11 tlw 

files: or this Assbciation for, the protection of the party of. 
the first part against the confiscation by irnid .Associa~.· 
tion or this Executive -P,o:ird or agtmt. . 1 

-'8-
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Signed Parties to this Agreement: • . 
Eld. 0. D. Wickham, Ch. R. 0. Daniel 
,T. . A. Ra~h _ I ,T. A. \Yilson 
.J. II. Slupman 

Ordained Ministers . ./J . . ·'~ : , 
Bld. ,J. C. Newb-'=, Fanshawe, Qkla. ·,· ...... , ,: /,/ :j i~:.'. 
Bid. ,l. E. Yancfoll, Red Oak,. Okla. , ~:; 1. , ,;1 ~-: 1 '; "'.: {- / 
Eld. Doyle ·Di1lhoyc Fort Sniith :Arl(~. ¥ ):. .... ~--~\;:t ·- ··t\ :.~.-•~, u·· ~·, .t,··!",,..:;,··~: ~ < 
Eld. Florence, Potc'.m, Okla. ' • • :ii)~j~",,,,L 1'....u ~ 
Eld. Lonnie Di1gan, Potcau,Okla. ._ . z··· -~ 
Eld. Fellabum, Poteau, Okla. · • ' •• • • 
J<Jld. W. Dorey, Poteau, Okla. 
El<l. Herman Dorcy, Poteau, Okla. •• • 
:Eld. T. A. Anderson, Fanshawe, Okla. 
Eld. J,; A. Wilson, Poteau, _Okla: •• 

. · • . Ordained Deacons .. 
Bennin'gton Clmrch; Names not givc'n, 
8prin~ 11-ill Chnrcli: Names not given. 

Sn'gar '.Loaf Church: Names not given ... 
Green Hill Church: Bro. yccil Underwood, Cameron, 

Okla., Bro. Boss Didway, Cameron, Okla., Bro. Dell Eas-. 
1on, Cameron.Okla. , . 

)

• · Pleasant Valley: Names not given. 
• li'imsha\vc Church: Bros. ,J. R Rrit,h,· llJ. D. l\IcCause, 

··-;· ·, . and, ,T. A .. Rash, Fan~rnwc, Okla .. 
. IJ Salona Church: Names not given. . 
; 'l f .. Clerks and Their Post· Offices • . . 

61 ', Bennington Church: Sis. Iva Smith, ~had:,7 Point,: Okla. 
Wilbnrton Church: Ella Self, Wilburton, Okla. 
Spring Hill Church: Sis. l\Iildred, Howe, Okla, 
Sugar Loaf Church: Sis; 'ram ·warren, Poteau,. Okla·. 
I•'anslia,vc Clnu:ch: Susie ·w olfe, Fanshawe, Okla. 

• Norris Church: A. "\V; Cole. Red Oak, Okla .. 
. . ·- . Church Meeting-Days . . ' 
Bcm1ington Church: "2nd SundJ.y, J; C. Newby, Piistor. 
Wilburton Clnu;ch: 1st Sat. night and Sunday. . . 
Spring Hill Chnrc_h: 2nd and 4th Sat: night and Sun· / j 

day.. • . • . [;I:.. 
• Sugar Loaf Church: 4th Sunday: J; C. Newby, i.\'Iodcrti-

tor. . . , . . ... 
Green Hill Chlirch: 3rd Sat. night and _Sunday. ' 
Piin~hawc Chnrch: 1st and 3rd Sat. riigl1t aiid Sunday . 

. Sal01ia Church: 3rd Sat. night _and Sunday. 
Norris Church: 4th Sunday. • 
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. Delegates Enrolled 
Bennington Church: Sis. Minnie Williams, Sis. May • 

-:.~Belle C1ay, Edna Aust, and Iva Smith.· . 
~ Spring Hill Church:, Sis. Wickham. Sis. Daniel, Bro. 

Daniel, and Bro. Ted:,'Teeney. . . • . 
Sugar Loaf Church: 'Bro. and Si-s. Vineyard~, ·, 
Green Hill Church: Sis. Helen Holt. Bro. Junior Lee 

Easton, Hosea Didway, and Sis. Nora Di<iway. :::· 
, Pleasant Valley ,Church: Sis. Lonnie Dugan,' Bro. Lon-

nie Dugan, and Clea Dorey:. . . • . ' • 
Fianshawe Church: Sis. Susie'")% olfe, Sis. Violet -}f..v 

Cause, and Sis. Myrtle Newby. r.~ Jf?a,..c..(. · . 
Salona Church: B_:3-JJave Woodard, Sis. Belle Brewer, 

and M. 'L; Taylor. .. . _ • 
• -.; t . · _ · Delegates from Ass 'ns. • - • 

OJ{/\ Eureka Ass'n.: Bro. Peirson, Bro. ~nd Sis. H. D. Shep- • 
herd, and Rev. H, 0. Turner. _ 

Zion Hope No.·2 Ass'n., ~k.: Rev. Doyle Dipboye, and-'· • 
Sis. Dipboyt. . .. • • . • .. ~ 
, _ Members iri."Churches and Amount Paid Pastors --:-~ 

Bennington Church: Members, 35; paid pastor, $19.00. • 
Wilburton New Ch.: Members, ,14; paid· pastor, $1111.15: 
Spring Hill Ch.: Members, 71; paid pastor, $90.00. 'I"' 
Sugar Loaf Ch.: Members, 24; paid' pastor; $220 . .00. 
Fanshawe Church: Members, 42; p,aid pastor; ,300.00. ; 
Green Hill Church: Members, 88; paid pastor,' $175.00 .. 
Salona Church,: Members, 50; paid pastor, $51.75. 

• • Amount for Minutes From Ea,ch Church 
Benington Church ..... , ............................ : ...... ·$2.00 $1.00 
.Knot Hole .Church ...... ~ ................................. :. .60 

/' 

"'\Vilburton· Church ......................... :·............... '2.00 .' 
Spring IIill .Church......................................... 2.50 , s:, ' ,•,I 

a • ~ n~,...~·•/" '-I 
Sugar Loaf Church ................................... .-.... - 3.00, .. 2,00. /·•· v' 
_Green. Hill Church.: ........ :.:'. ......... : ...... / ........ , ... • 4?$, 
Fansh~we Church .............. '. ......... ~····;···:_. ....... ,, 3.00 _1 Salona _Church'. ... , .............. , ............ _ .................. 5.00-~ 
·Norris Church ................... _ .............................. ·_ 3:50 • 

LAW· OF THE LORD'S SUPPER· • 
• ·,1_ .' - • 

(By Rev: Wm. Mankin) 
The ·Lord's Supper. was instituted for· God's. :people. 

They. all have equal rights to the supper, and .the right 
is. birthright. "For by one spirit we are .all. baptizedinto 
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one body" I Cor. 12:13. This is not -water baptism. 
Again, Christ says, "I am the door, by me ·if any man. 
enter in he shall be saved" John 10:9. "He that entereth· 
not by the door into the sheep fold, but climbeth up some 
other ,vay, the same is a thief and robb~r" John _10:1. 
9hrfst is not water bapti~m, yet He i~ "the door." There 
1s but one door; and Christ says He 1s that door, ·and he 
that cometh in at the door should have full·fellowship 
and equal rights with all other Christians. "Let a man 
examine himself and so let him eat of the bread and drink 
of the cup for he that eateth and drinkijth unworthy eat­
eth and drinketh damnati~n to hims~lf. ' Not the church 
but to himself. • \ •· "• 

It is a· personal matter of judging· and eating .. The 
church that does judge .and exclude any of God's people 
is not acting in keeping with the instructions of Corinth. 

1To judge and exclude one of the children of God is to of-
fend the child so judged and excluded. • 

·N o,v listen to .Christ: "He that offends one of thes'e 
little ones that believe in me, it were better for him 
that .a. millstone were hanged about his neck and that _he 
were drowned in the d.epths of the sea.". Matt. 18:6; I 
Cor. 10:30. 
• It is contended that they of the same faith and order 
should be entitled to partake of the Lord's Supper. ·:1 
admit that Christ is the true faith and ·ms church true -

. order, and that faith is the means by which men belong 
to the true order. If this is what is meant bv the '/same 
faith," we shall not object, we are agreed: But° if ·sect.•is 
referred to, we object. As to orde~·, if nothing but. Gos-

. . pel order is meant, very well; but we do not, believe thi:tt 
one child of God should dictate just what another may 
believe or .what church he should belong to in order that 

• he may be in the rig-ht church, for the. visible church )s 
but an organic· body of Christians, and placing ·yo~r-­
name on the best church on ea.rth does not make you.·a 
Christian. • • 

The eunuch that believed and was baptized, ·what 
1church did he join? Here .is faith and here is order. Now 
,ve ask. if the enu_ch ,ve:re to wi&,h to commuf!e with some ✓ 
of the churches, would he be allowed the right? .No, he 
is not of the same faith and order, yet he is admitted to 
heaven/but could not be admitted ,to. a sectarian table. 
At the Lord's table- all His people have a -perfect right, 
• • -11- • 
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le_ he who. he may, a]l(l wl1t'll the s11 [lJH\r-·is\ 1-;et, an(1 all 
.,f Go1l 's people an•. not invited, it is not. the Lord's· but 
a seeta·rinn snpper._" 80 we, bL'ing many. are one botly i11 
Christ, and Pvfryone n!l'mbers, onp of .another" Rom. 
12 :5. 'l'he ,<.·ay \Yr lwci>nt<' one body is by being. baptized 
·into that body, a111l, of course, this is spiritual bn11tism. 
lI(' that gets in by water baptism, the same is a thief and 
:t robber, fl_ll<l wlw11 any one _gets into that body in a way 
he "has legnl 1·iglit to all benefits :Ind prh·ilrge:S of that 
body. '' For we being nrnny, are on,:, bread and one. body,· 
for we arc all partakers oi' that one hreacl" Cor. 10:17. 
,_ By partakiJJg Wl' exhibit a itncness of that body. "\VJ10 . 
is meant by '·we'' f. H certninly means all Christians of • 

· idl ag\'s. "\Vhrn we coine together, tarry one for another, 
be of one mind, but let the ~Vorel of Gc1rl control the mind. 
J£ ~t had ev<H· b('l'll intell(le<l by the Savioi1r that the 
samwr sho11ltl be gnarc1et1, as some attempt to g11.ard it_, 
Godwould have cndo\ved the judges,with power:to dis- \. 
ci~rn the ,vater;· baptism: m'id • a legal adininistration, 1 

this _ settles the rni1tter, and Christian character is 
left cntireh· ont, l>y which some make a wocfol mistak1; \ 
for.; after i~ll this 1;reeautio11, so1ne haY_c been found un-/ 

·worthy of the least of the privileges of any church. 
'l'o admit immersiiin to be_ the only mod~ of'\rnptism, 

.and a true beliCYer. receiving it, 'is this not all right 7 
Some would answer, "H by a, leg,il administrator this is 

,all ;tJiat is \?llllting.)) Is it- not, pureJy a personal matter, 
80 it is 'the ·ant,v of the preacher fo baptizc,-mid of the 
:tpplicant 1to U(' ha1itized. ·when thish; done, each has- pcr­
formt>d ,1 1w1·sorn1l ilut,v. 1f I bad never been biiptized ancl 
lmd to "·ait until T found .one whom I knew.to be a 
legal aclministrator, I -would'ncver be baptized· at all aH • 

I cannot lrno-w the hea..rt of man. T,vo acting in· concert, , 
<1ne acting iJJ good .faiJ!t.and the other not. Every Chris_t·' , 

.• iari_ is :strictly reSJ)ousiblc". for his own< act,: ,and. not for 
' :.moth~r.- Simoi1; the sorc"erei·, 

1 

"bclic·vcd and was bap­
:tized. ·' and that by n 'legal adininistraJor, yet it w1ts dis· 
COYerecl tl1nt he was not a-Chrir;tian. So .we sec baptism by . 
.a legal' aelministratoi·. docs not confer ar1v claims to 
Christiai1 rights, as thfa proves to be a p~rsonal matter: 
for we' elearlv s·ec that the apostle; inspired as 'he, -,vas, 
did 110t (lir;eo,'cr the evil o(Simon's heart; neither ca1i we 
know the hcartof ma11; ."When we do our duty, it is ours; 

• vihmi the applicant, it is his. So we find that repentance, 
-1~-. • 
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fllitl1. baptism, a11d Christian duties aU are }lersonally 
.&ccountabll' to God a,ul :iwt to man. Various are the opi_n­
ions of nw11. an<l if we use the rapacity God has give11 

1 we do not. think we- should be eternally condemned for 
what "'" eanrwt help. 

Tht• Ch11r<'h of ( 'hrist is dividt•d into many member-ti. 
hut is 011c spiritual hod,· 1111<1 Christ. is the head; and the~ 
sho11ld have thP same t'.itre for eac}i other that the fleshly 
l.,ody has for its mrmbns. 8hould Christians commune to­
grthrr nt th<> Lo,·t!'s tableT "What God hath joined to­
gt>t her lrt, no man put asunder." Christian."' do alt feel 
alikr if they do not )hink alike. Should they not eom­
mune togetherf Then a union 1111d free communion is 
forced upon us. Christ said He would drink no more of 
t.hr fruit of th<' vine until He should drink it anew in 
His kingdom: 80 assemblc>d at God's table inIHea,ven,- so 
should we be 011 earth. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
1. W c believe in one true and Jiving God, the Father. 

8011, and Holy Ghost, and·these thr<'e· are equal in Divine 
t•ssrncc•, power and t:dor)·-Rom:ms 1 :20; I John 1:7; 
John 17:21. 

We believe that the> Scripture; of the Old and New 
T<>sl am<'nts ar(' the ,vritten \Vor<l uf God and the only in­
fallibl!' niJ1• of faith an<l practine-1\Iatt. 5:18; II Tiri1. 
:l :16. 

!'l. We bdit-'vt• that God -creatC'd man good and gave 
him hol)· conimandments wherc>\v he should live holy. 
but rnau vol11ntarilv clisobe:red foe commandments of 
God, trun)',gre)',secl tiw law and fell under the just con­
demnation of th(' sam(' whereby nil mankind are sinners; 

.not bJ~ eonstrnint. hut hy ehoice; b(•ing partakers o,,f.~ 
-liinful Hatm·e attained bv the' fall. and that man is tm­
able to save himself witli' his own power, but we see ji).$WI 
:for the i,;uffering of death etowned with glory, that Ue 
'by th~ Grace of God, should taste death for ev(lry·mimm-
Gen. 8:7.J.7; Heb. 2:9. . 1 

• 4. \\:e 'believt• that Chr,ist, by Hh1 death, burial,~~-~ 
Ql'Pection, purchased our pardon and offered it hee\v.@ 
.an m"1lkin<l upon the principles of repenbnees;w, 
GWand fa•th in the Lord Jesus Gh,1:i&t. Ile now eo 
all tnen evecywhere to repent, the.e.fore H~.a,-..it)u -'' 
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11Ilto me and be saved all ye ends of the earth, for I am 
God, and there is none else"-1\Iatt. 4:17; Isaiah 45:22; 
Acts 20 :2-21; Acts l 7 :30. 

5. We believe that adult persons must be regenerated 
and born of the spirit of God if the)' inherit eternal life-
John 3 :3. 

6. We believe that infants and idiots are saved by the 
merits of the Son of God-John 4:11; Deut. 1:39; :Mk. 
10:14; Luke. 18:16. • 

7. We believe that all Christians should persevere in 
grace and be faithful to the end if they inherit eternal 
life; for blessed are they that do His commandments that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates of the city-Matt. 24 :13; Rev. 22 :14. 

8. We believe that Baptism by immersion is the Apo~­
tolic mode, even the burial of the believer in water; and 
that Christ, who is our life, showed this humble example 
to His children, and bids us walk therein-John 3:22'; 
Matt. 3:16; 28:19-20; Romans 6:2 5: 

9. We believe that God in His goodness displays His 
power of grace in a great dei:vee in calling and qualify­
ing His servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost, and 
by the instructions of His blessed Word, to go forth and 
proclaim life and salvation He bids us freely to come, 
and nothing prevents the salvation of any but their own 
stubborn rebellion and sinful refusal to come-I Cor. 12: 
13; Eph. 3 :7; Rev. 22 :17; Isa. 55 :1. 

10. We believe that Baptism and the Lord's Supper 
and Washing of the Saint's feet are Divine ordinances 
and should be observed bv all His children-Mk. ,14:22; 
John 13 :4-14; Matt. 28 :19'.20; I Tim. 5 :10. 
· 11. We believe that none have a right to Baptism only 
those who have obtained a living bope in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and none have the right tu administer the same 
only those who are called of God, pave come under the 
hands of the Presbytery of EldPrs; and each church 
ought to have a pastor, deacons, and clerk, chosen by the 
church and continuing in office during the good pleasure 
of the same; and in dealing with disorderly members, 
reference sp.ould be had to the 18th chapter of M:atthe,\' 
and other SJlriptures relative to dealing with disorderly 
members. In all cases a majority shall rule, except in re­
·ceiving members, which shall be unanimous-Tit. 1 :5; 
Acts 14:23; II Cor-. 6:6. 

-14-
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12. We believe it to be the duty of each ~rch to as­

semble themselves together once a month and that it is 
the duty of the pastor of the church when setting forth 
the Lord's Supper to '' let a man examine himself, and so 
let him eat"-I Cor. 11:28; John 13:14; Heb. 10:25. 

13. We believe that Sanctification and Holiness iis•.a 
Bible doctrine, that immortality is God dwelling in the 
light so when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup­
tion and this mortal shall have put on immort.ality, then _ 
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written~ 
"Death is swallo'vlf'ed up in victory." That it is our duty 
to be tender and affectionate to one another, and ·to 
study-the happiness of the people of God in general an:d 
to be singly engaged to promote the honor and glory ·of 
God-Gal. 6:10; I John 2:9. 

14. We believe in the resurrection of all men at·the 
last day. They that have done good ,vill come forth to 
the resurrection of life, and they that have done evil un-­
to the resurrection of damnation; then the wicked will 
go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous int0, 
eternal life. 

RULES ·OF ORDER 

1. At every sitting of the Association, business shall'be­
opened and concluded qy prayer by the Moderator or 
whomsoever he may request. 

2. Ministers and deacons present· are invited to seats~ 
allowed to take part in debates on all subjects, and -to, 
vote. • 

3. Those who speak shall arise and address the Moder-­
ator. Personal reflections shall be evoided in all deba'tes;.. 
• 4. No motion shall be discussed without a second.• :. 

5. When a motion has, been made and secon~ed, and' a 
member opposes its discussion, the Moderator shall put 
the question, "Sh,all it be discussed 1" If negative, .the 
question shall be dismissed. 

6. If any proposition or motion under debate contains 
two or more points, it shall be divided at. the rilquest of 
any member and the vote taken separately. 

7. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded. 
8. No· one shall speak more than twice on the same 

subject without special leave of the Moderator. 
9. All questions shall be decided by a maj<_?rity vote of 

all members present. 
-15- ' 



''10/ No itfe1ubei· shall absent. hiinsclf ,vithout spccint 
. 1&.n.vc of the Moderator. 
• • ' lL :Minutes shall be leisurely '.rc~ad and corrected be-

fore the clos·e bf the Associatioii, if necessary.· •• ·..• . •.•• · 
.· )2. At all future sessions of the Association; arrange_-. 
• n1e11t.s shall be made .to ensure two sermons· or other de-. • 
vo#onalexercises equivalent thereto, during e·ach da;roi 
t.ho session and the chair shall ai:inounce, just before ad­
j~urnment, who shall fill the stand at the next meeting. • 

. ..13. _The Ri1les of Order shall be distin¥tly read from the 
chair immediately after organization. '·.. · • ... . • 

-14. Alter_ati_ons may ·be made in these rules at any reg­
ular session· of the, Association. • 

, CONSTITUTION 
! Froril long exp~~ience, we, the members of the Church 

of. God 1 (denominated Free Will Da.ptists), being regular­
ly baptized upon a· profession of our faith in our, Lord 
Jesus .Christ:. and being convinced of the necessity of a 
<:ombination of churches to perpetuate a uriion among 

• us, and to preserve and maintain correspondence with 
.,caeh other, do therefore ordain 'this Cohstitution fof. our 
better·.church government. .... • . . .r • 

Art. 1. MEMBERSRIP. This Association shall be com­
posed of members chosen by the different churches of our 
union, not exceeding .three messe11gers from each church, . 
and upon producing letters, they shall be. entitled to 
seat s. All ordained ministers 1and deacons of said union 

.shall be regular members when present(by virtue of tp.eir / 
. , 'office. • • • . ., 1 • • • ~ 

Art. 2. NAME; The Members thus. chosen and assembled 
with the,,ministers and deacons to be denominated· the : 
Roberts: M~Gee .Ass 'n. of Free .Will Baptists· being com- ·1 

posed ·or the several churches of our union, the Associac ,·. > 

tion having ·I,10 power to lord it over God's heritage, no'r . 
liaving tmy ecclesiastical power over .the churches, reserv-
ing the right of. withdrawing fro1~ any _church becominr. 
disorderly. . • . .· . . · .. 

Art. 3. LETTERS. Letters from the different churches 
representing are to express their number. in fellowship; 
including .. the names and addres-se:. of ordained and lie- .. 
onsed ministers, .the number of memb

1

ers received. upon • 
profession of faith, by letter or rceommen~ation, by re:1-
toration or .denominational choice;. the number dismissed 
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by letter, excluded, and those huYing died siuce last Aa-­
sociation. Churches, in sending their letters, may send 
obituaries of any who died during the year that 'we mar 
keep up the memorial of our dead . 
.. Art. 4. OFFICERS. The Association to have a Modera.­
tor, a Clerk, and a 'l'reasurer, who are to he chosen by the 
suffrage of the members present. 

Art. 5. NEW CHURCHES. Newly constituted churcr~ 
may be admitted to the Association, which are t• 
petition by letter and delegates, and if upon examina­
tion, they are found to be orthodox and orderly, they may 
be received into the Association, the Moderator giving the 

~ righ hand of fellowship. 
Art. 6. QUESTIONS. No question from any churclt 

shall come under the consideration of the Association un­
less it has been first considered in its own church. 

Art. 7. MOTIONS. Ever motion made and seconded 
shall come under the consideration of the Association, 
except it be withdrawn by the member who made it. / 

Art. 8. MINUTES. The 'Association is to endeavor t• 
turnISh the churches with minute!l of the Association in 
the proportion to the amount paid by each church, th• 
distribution to be at the discretion of the Association. 

Art. 9. CLERK. It shall be the dnty of the Clerk to keep 
, a. regular file of the minutes of the Association in a book 

to be kept by the Association for that purpose. 
Art. 10. SIGNATURES. The minutes of the Associa­

tion shall be . read and corrected, if needed, and signed 
by the Moderator and Clerk before the close of the Asso­
ciation. 

Art. 11. AMENDMENTS. Amendments to this Consti­
tution may be made, when necessary, by a two-thirds vote· 
of the members present at any regular session. 

Resolved, that we earnestly request a.11 of our minis­
tel's and deacons and churches composing this Associa­
tion to cooperate with eaeh other and to assist in every 
way they can to help further the Gospel, and that eaca 
church should help their pastor and if an evangeli.,t. 
should visit any destih1te place and organiz,e churches, 
that we ~rge the people to assist the evangelist so he can 
go and preach the_ Word. 
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FORM OF CHURCH LETTER 
Post Office ................................................................. . 

Date .............................................................. , 19 ....... .. 
We, the Church of God (denominated Free Will Bap-

tist) worshiping at .................................................................. .. 

met in conference and elected the following delegates to 

represent us in .......................................... Association, when 
" convened with .......................................... Church, whom we 

pray you to seat to aid you in all your deliberations, to 
,vit • .............................................................................................. . 

Statistics : 
State of Religion ....................................................................... . 
Sunday School ........................................................................... . 

Prayer Meeting ......................................................................... . 
l\1eeting Days ............................................................................. . 

We paid our pastor, Elder ......................... , ........................... . 

$ ........................ ; called Elder ........... , ....................................... . 

as our pastor for the ensuing year. 
Ordained Deacons ..................................................................... . 

I 

Resident Members ........................... ~ ....................................... . 
Non-Resident l\1embers ................................ , ......................... .. 

Total ~Iembership ............................. : ....................................... . 

Received into the church ............................ • .................... ; by 
Confession of Faith ................................................................. . 
We ask for the next session .......................................... Fifth 
Sunday ~Ieeting. \Ve ask for the next session of thr 

Association 
\Ve send r¥ .................... l\Iinutc l\Iouey 

Elder ........................................................ Jioderator 
............................................................. Church .Clerk 
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