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MINUTES 

--OF THE--

Thirtg-Third Annual Session 

·-OF THE--

Salem United Free Will 
Baptist Association 

HELD WITH 

Christian Hon1.e Church 

October 5, 6 and 7, 1928 

OFFICERS 

ELD. HENRY MELVIN ------- - - · -------------- Moderator 
E. S. HADDOCK ------ - -------- -- - - ------- Sec. and Treas. 

EXECUTIVE COMMiTTEE 

E. S. Hadd·ock, Chm. , P. F. Hol1ey, W. D. Finch, G. L. 
Shutes, Allen ~app. 

The next session will convene with Allen Chapel Church, 
One Mile E ast cf Two E gg Town, 'lorida, beginning Thursday 
night before the first Sunday in Octo ber 1929. 

.. 





PROCEEDINGS 
FRIDAY MORNING 

Friday, October 5, at 11 :00 A. M., the introductory .was 
preached by Elder H. G. Mercer, from Romans 8th chapter. PJ;"ay
er by Elder J. T. Knight. After which refreshments were served. 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

At 1 :45 P . M. the b'ody was called to order by Moderator. 
Pro. reading 1st, Psalm. Song by Choir. 

Called for corresponding letters, the same were read by 
Elder S. T. Shutes. The same were adopted and delegation seated. 

Churches and delegates as follows: 

Gap Pond-William Finch, A. H. Owens, A. A. Finch, and 
W. D. Finch. 

Traveler's Rest-J. W. Parham, J. R. Powell and W. M. 
Shiver. 

Salem-E. S. Haddock, J. W. Barnes, and J. W. Morris. 

Oak Grove-J. B. Glisson. 

Marvin Chapel-J. P. Gause, Julian Pelt, R. D. Ingram, W. 
B. Gause and J. G. Lamb. 

Damascus-W. J. Cloud, J. R. Porter, and L. J. Sexton. 

Midway-John Hester. 

Love Wood-R .B. Sapp, W. M. Broom and Johnnie Broom. 

Christian Home-P. F. Holley, 0. B. Barton. 

Called for Petitionary Letters: 

Received Cypnss Creek, with J. F. Bailey as delegate. Allen 
Chapel with J. H. Broglen and T. B. Horne as delegate. Abe 
Springs with L. D. Williams and C. E. Morris as delegates. Re
ceived by fellowship by Moderator. 

Call for correspondence from sister Associations, received 
Martin Association with E. A. Drake as delegate. State Line 
Association with J. W. D. Stephens and R. G. Hatcher as dele
gates. Blountstown Association with Elder J. T. Knight, Elder 
W. M. Dunkin and Elder Henry Melvin. 



Salem United Free Will Baptist Association 

The Association was organized by electing Elder Henry Mel
vin Moderator and E. S. Haddock, Secretary and Treasurer. 

COMMITTEES APPOINTED 

Divine Services-P. F. Holley, Chm; J . P . Gause and J. W. 
Barnes . 

• Suggestions-E. S. Haddock, Chm. W. B. Gause and R. D. 
Ingram. 

Res·olutions-L. J. Sexton, chm. J. F . Bailey and W. D. Finch. 

Finance-J. W. Morris, chm. Julian Pelt and J. D. Broglen. 

Sabbath School-J. G. Lamb, chm. A. A. Finch and A. H. 
Owens. 

Obituaries-A. W. Cook, chm. T. B. Horne and J. R. Powell. 

Standing of Churches and Ministers-J. W. Parham, chm. 
Johnnie Broom and 0. B. Barton. 

Temperance-J. B. Glisson, chm. E. A. Drake, W. M. Dun
ken and J. T. Knight 

N·ominations-H. J. Mercer, chm. William Finch, W. M. 
Broom and J. A. Hudson. 

Education and Literature-S. T. Shutes, chm. W. J. Cloud, 
and J. R. Powell. 

Adjourned to meet at 8:30 Saturday Morning. 

SATURDAY MORNING SESSION 

At 8:55 Saturday morning the body was called to order by 
Moderator reading 14th chapter ·of St. John. Song by Choir. Pray
er by E. S. Haddock. 

Renewed the call for correspondence letters: Received Chris
tian Home, with P. F. Holley and 0. B. Barton as delegates. 

Renewed the call for Petitionary letters from sister Associa
tions: None. 

Appointed delegates to Sister Ass·ociations: 

Martin Association-J. B. Glisson. 
Blountstown Association-H. J. Mercer. 

REPORT OF TREASURER 
Amount in Treasury ----------------------- -- --- -- $77.25 

Disbursements-
Paid for Printing _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ $39.00 
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Salem United Free Will Baptist Association 

Paid Clerk --------------------------------------- $10.00 
Paid General Conference -------------------------- $10.00 
Other Expenses ----------------------------------- $ 2.97 

Balance ------------------ $15.28 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES 

Report of Committee on Finance, Report as follows: 
Amount in Treasury -----------------------------
Received at this Session as f ollows: 

Love VVood -------------------------------------
Oak Grove ---------------------------------------
Christian Home _________________________________ _ 

Mid VVay ----------------------------------------
1\farvin Chapel __________________________________ _ 

Gap Pond ---------------------------------------
Traveler's Rest _________________________________ _ 

Damascus ---------------------------------------
Cypress Creek ------------------------------------
Allen Chapel ___________________________________ _ 

Salem 

Total ----------------------------

$15.28 

$ 3.00 
$ 3.00 
$10.00 
$ 2.00 
$10.00 
$ 6.00 
$ 3.00 
$ 5.00 
$ 2.50 
$ 2.00 
$ 5.65 
$67.43 

At this junction, we had a lecture on our church organ, (Bap
tist), and Sunday School work. Adjourned from Business until 
1 :30 P. M. After Morning Service, refreshments were served. 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

At 1 :30, the body was called to order by Moderator. Song 
by Choir, prayer by Elder Henry Melvin. 

Report of Committee on Temperance-Report as follows: 
VV e suggest that any member of any church taking a drink of 
intoxicating drinks, shall be dealt with. And any minister knowing 
of any church member takir,g a drink and failng to report same, 
he shall be silenced from preaching. 

"'-ine is a mocker, strong drink is rag-ing; and whosoever is 
deceived thereby is not wise. Proverbs, 20:1. Also any member 
or minister knowing of anyone being under the influence of in
toxicating drinks, shall report same to an officer, and the officer 
failing to diEcharg-e his duty shall be reported to the Governor 
and have same removed from office. 

That we as a denomination, take a stand against any man or 
Catholic running for public office regardless of party. 

J. B. GLISSON, chm. 

Report of Committee on Suggestions-Report as follows: 
We sugg-est that the Articles of Faith and Decorum be placed 
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Salem United Free Will Baptist Association 

back in the minutes as once has been. 2nd. That our preachers 
teach the church their duties of contribution to the support of 
the church and ministers. 3rd. It shall be the duty of the church 
at their first meeting after the Associati'on to elect a Treasurer 
and a Finance Committee, whose duty it shall be to see each 
member immediately and find what each will donate to the church 
for its expenses, to be paid annually. The amount to be paid into 
the treasury and paid out at the discretion of the church. The 
cc;mmittee reports to the church quarterly. 

E. S. HADDOCK, chm. 

Rep·ort of Committee on Sabbath Schools-Report as follows: 
1st. We have made a survey of the field as best we could from 
information in the corresponding letters. We find only six 
churches conducting Sabbath Schools, leaving four of our congre
gations without any relig•i·ous instructions whatsoever. 2nd. 
Seeing the need of more Sabbath Schools, we suggest that our 
folks stir themselves to greater service in this part of the church 
work, and begin the organization of £chools within their churches. 
3rd. We further suggest that churches having Sabbath Scho·o.Js, 
go out into communities without them, and organize Sabbath 
Schools, lending them all assistance possible. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
J. G. LAMB, chm. 

Report of Committee on Resolution-Report as follows: That 
£'ach church in the a£sociation be asked to send the amount of 
25c per member for missions; and that a mission board consisting 
·of thn:>e members be appointed at this session, this board is to 
have control of all disbursements . 

W. D. FINCH, chm. 

Report of Committee on Obituaries-Report as follows: We 
find that Salem church has lost Bro Jack Seay and wife, Savan
nah Seay who have be~n faithful members with their church a·· d 
family for many years. w~ miss them so much, tho Gods Will 
be d·one. Dates unknown. 

We find that the Lord has visited Oak Grove church and 
called from their midst, Bro. C. W. Brog-don, age 39, and Bro. T. 
K Daniels, age 76. We hope that our loss is H eavens gain. 

We find that the Death Angel has visited Gap Pond ch1.1rch 
and called four of their members since last a ssociation, namely: 
Bro. G. W. Rogers, age unknown. He was a faithful member with 
his church a nd has gone to a world above. He has answered the 
Masters call. Also Sister Juiie Anna Mond, age unknown, and Sis
ter Susanna Posey, age 78. She was a consistent m ember with us. 
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Sleep on dear sister in pleasant sleep, while friends and loved 
on es over thee weep. 

Also Sister Beulah Johns, horned May 25, 1908 and departed 
this life September 14, 1928. She has been a member with us for 
sf'veral years. 

A precious one from us is gone, a voice we loved is still, A place 
is vacant in her home, that never can be filled. 

We find that the Lord has visited Christian Home church 
and called away two of its members. Names and ages unknown. 

Th:! Lord has visited Marvin Chapel church and called away 
Sister Lulu Shelfer, horned August 11, 1898, died March 16, 1928. 

Th e Death Angel has visited Travelers Rest church and called 
m..-ay from it our highly esteemed Bro. James Parish, age unknown 
·we hope our Joss is Heavens gain. 

A . W. COOK, chm. 

Report of Committee on Standing of Churches and Charac
ter of Ministers-Report as follows: We find all churches and 
1\Iinisters in good standing. We pray that they will do more fo r 
the cause in the next Ass·ociational year, than ever before. 

0. B. BARTON, chm. 

Report of Committee on Nom·inations-Report as follows: 
Vl e ask that All ens Chapel Church have the next session of the 
body, with Eld. J. A. Hudson to preach the introductory. 

H. J. MERCER, chm. 

Report ·of Committee on Education and Literature-Reports 
as follows: 1st. Seeing the dangers in Modern Education under 
the guise of l\1odernism and Evolution, we hereby go on record 
as endorsing Christian Education as fostered by our own denomi
nation schools, namely: Eureka College, Ayden, N. C. and Tecum
se h College, Tecumseh, Oklahoma, and pledge them our support 
in ev: ry way possible. 2nd. Furthermore, seeing the great need 
of a better equipped ministry, to fill the needs of today, and the 
future; we recommend tha t our applicants to the ministry be r e
quired to have at least a grammar school education or its equiva
](·J;t. When an applicants financi al condition is such to debar 
the r equired training, it shall be the duty of this body to aid him. 
3rd. That we a s a Free Will Baptist denomination patronize our 
own publishing house through the use of its Literature edited by 
our own Elder H znry Melvin . 

Furthermore, that ·we be c·onstant readers of our church or-
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gan, "The Free Will Baptist," which will keep us full informed 
as to the workings of our church. 

R espectfully Submitted, 
S. T. SHUTES, chm. 

Report of Committees on Divine Service-Report as follows: 
Friday A. M. at 11 :00 the introductory was preached by Rev. H. 
G. Mercer. Text: Romans 8th chapter. Friday night 7:30 the 
stand was ably filled by Rev. J. T . Knight. Saturday A. M. at 
11 :00 the stand was ably filled by Rev. E. A. Drake, Subject: 
"Eternal Life," He b. 9 :12 . Saturday night at 7 :30 the stand was 
able filled by Rev. C. E. Morris. Sunday A. M. at 11 :00 the stand 
was ably filled by Rev. E. A . Drake. 

P. F. H,OLLEY, chm. 

MISCELLA NEOUS BUSINESS 

E. S. Haddock elected Secretary and Treasurer. 
Executive Committee-E. S. Haddock, chm., P. F. Holley, 

W. D. Finch, G. L. Shutes, and Allen Sapp 

Mission Board-J. P. Gause, chm., E. S. Haddock and J. C. 
Eldridge. 

The next Union meeting will convene with Damascus church, 
Saturday before the second Sunday in May 1929. 

Delegates to General Conference-E. S. Haddock and P. F. 
Holley. 

Donation to National League Treasury $5.25. 

Motion carried that each church send $2.00 to clerk to be 
sent to Em·aka College, as a donation from the Salem Association. 

Motion carried to ad'Opt the discipline of the General Con
ftrence. 

Motion carried to pay clerk $10.00. 

Motion carried to t ender thanks to church and community 
for the hospitality shown us while in their midst. 

Motion carried to Adj·ourn. 
ELD. HENRY MELVIN, Mod. 
E. S. HADDOCK, Sec. and Trea. 

LIST OF ORDAINED MINI STERS 

Eld. J. C. Eldridge ------------------------ Cottondale, Fla. 
Eld. J. A. Hudson ------- - -- - --------- -- --- - - Wausau, F:a. 
Eld. J. A. Skinner ------------------------------ Coda, Fla. 
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Eld. L . C. Daniels ---------------------------- Sneads, Fla. 
Eld. A. W. Cook-------------------------------- Carr, Fla. 
Eld. H. J. Mercer ---------------------------- Sneads, Fla. 
Eld. G. L. Shutes -------------------------- Kynesville, Fla. 
Eld. S. T . Shutes ---------------------------- Vernon, Ala. 
Eld . K. V. Shutes ___ ---------------- ------- Headland ,Ala. 
Eld. C. E. Morris ------------------------ Blountstown, Fla. 

LICENTIATES 

I. 0. Cook, Blountstown, Fla. 

ITEMS OF CHURCH CONFERENCE 

1. Divine Service. 
2. Inviting visiting brothers to seats with us. 
3. Doors of the church op ened for membership. 
4. Call for Absentees. 
5. Acknowledgements. 
6. Reference or deferred business. 
7. New matters of dealings 
8. Miscellaneouse. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. Introductory. 
2. Moderator calls the body to order. 
3. Call for corresponding letters and enroll delegates. 
4. Appointing Committee on Divine Services. 
5. Call for Petitionary Letters. 
6. Call for Corresponding Letters from sister Associations. 
7. Call for election of new officers. 
8. Appointment of Committees. 
9. Appoint delegates to sister Associations. 

10. Call for report of Committees. 
11. Miscellaneous Business. 
12. Adjournment . 
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Travelers Rest _ C. E. Morris, Blountstown, Fla. _ 
JI-Iarvin Chapel _ Henry Melvin, Blountstown, Fla. _ 
Love Wood _ _ _ _ A. B. Nelson, Bonifay, Fla. ___ _ 
Oak Grove ---- · H. J. Mercer. Sn eads, Fla. ____ _ 
Christian Home J. C. Eldridge, Cottondale, F la . __ 
Mid Way ______ C. R. Ray , Sneads, Fla. _______ _ 
Gap Pond _____ J. A. Hudson, Wausau, Fla. ___ _ 
Damascus -----· A. L. Pate, Bonifay, Fla. _____ _ 
Allens Chapel __ H. J. Mercer, Sn eads, Fla. _____ _ 
Abe fprings ___ -------------------------- -- -
Cyprus Creek _ _ G. L. Shutes, Kyn esvill e , Fla. __ _ 
Salem _ ::.::- ::..::..::.=:..1 - ______ _____________________ ::. 
Total Twelve __ . 

C. C. Powell, Carr F la. -------- [ 
R. D. Ingram, Marianna, Fla. __ _ 
J . R. Hayes, Cottondale, Fla. __ _ 
D. L. Hewett, Sneads Fla. RFD A. 
James, J. Bozeman, Blountstown, _ 
W. W. Nee], Cypress, F la. ___ _ 
H. T. Owens, Wausau, F la. ___ _ 
L. J. Sexton, Marianna. F la . ___ _ 
T . B. Horne, Bascom, Fla. R. 3. _ 
Mrs. W . C. W ood, Blountstown, _ 
Leslie Vickory, Alford , F la. ____ _ 
J. R. Barnes, Cot~ondal e, F la. __ 
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Salem United Free Will 11nptist Association 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. We believe that there is but one living, true and ebrnal 
God, the Fat'1er, of whom are oll things from everlasting to ever
lasting, glorious and immutable in all His attributes--! Cor. 8-6, 
Isa . 40 :28. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord JEsus Christ, by whom 
arc· all thirg·s, the only begotten Son of God. born of the Virgin 
l\Iary, whom God freely sent into this world, because of the great 
loYe wherewith he loved tile world; and Christ as fr·zely gave him
s<'lf a ransom for all, tasting death for every man; who was buried 
and rc~e a~ain the third day, and ascended into h':!aven, from 
whence we lock for Him the second time in the clouds of heaven 
.- t the last day to judge both the quick and the dead-I Tim. 2 :5-6; 
I-leb . 2 :!::1; St. John 3:16; R~v. 1:7; Acts 24:15; I John 2:2 . 

3. We believe lu:;t there i~ one Holy Ghost, the precious gift 
of the Fath 2r through His dear Son, unto the world, wh:> quick : neth 
and draweth sinners home to God-St. John 16 :7, 8; Act3 2 :4; 
Eph. 2 :1; Eph. 4 :4-6. 

4. We believe that in the beginning God made man uprizht, 
and placed him in a state of glory without the least mixture of 
misc·ry, from which he voluntarily, by transgression, fell, and by 
that means brought on himself a miserable and mortal state sub
jl'ct to death-Gen. 2:17; 3:19. 

5. We believe that God is not willing tha~ any ~hould peri :;h; 
but that all should come to repentance and the k.; cwled;;-e of the 
truth, that they might be saved; for which end Christ hath com
manded the Gospel to be preached among all nations and to every 
c:n' aluro-1\iark 16:15; Luke 24:47; John 3: 15-17; I Tim. 2:4. 

G. We believe that no man shall suffer in h2ll for want of a 
Chri st who dild f or him, but as the scripture has said, for denyi :- ·;?; 
the Lori that bought them; beca use they beli , ve not in the name 
cf the only be;','ott 2n Son of God. Unbel ief, therefore, being th 3 
c<tus oe why the just and righLeous God of heaven will condemn th2 
children of t11en; it follows against all contradiction that all men, 
at ore time Ol' other are found in sc1ch a capacity as that through 
the g; ace of God th ey may be eternally saved-Acts. 17:30; Mark 
G:6; Hob. 3:10; I John 5:10. 

7. 'W c Le:ie\ e the whole scripiL1rcs arc infnlli0ly t rue, and they 
me the! only rul 2s of faith m; d practke.-II Tim . 3:16-17. 

8. We bo:ieve in the doctrine of General Provisions made ·of 
God in Christ, for the benefi t of all mankind who rep 2nt and be
lic\-e the Gospel-Luke 14:16-20; Matt. 28:18, 20; Luke 13:3-3; 
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Luke 24:47; Acts 3:19; Mark 1:15. 

9. We believe that sinn er s are drawn to God, the Father, by 
the Holy Ghost, throug h Christ His Son, and that the H oly Ghost 
·offers his divine aid to all the human family so as they all might 
be happy, would they give place to His divine t eaching; whereas, 
such who do not receive the divine impressions of Hi3 Holy Spirit 
shall at a future day, own their condemr.ation just, and charge 
.h : mselves with their own damnation, for wilfully rejecting tl,e 
offers of sovereign grace-Matt. 11 :27; St. John 6 :44, 65; Ps. 1 :1; 
Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 22:29. 

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but 
ungodly men, were of old ordained to condemnation; considered 
such who turn the grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the 
only Lord, God, and our Lord Jesus Christ who bought th ~m and 
therefore ~ hall bring upon t hemselves swift d estruction; but we 
observe that th ey, and such the Apostle saith because they r ece ive 
r. ot the Jove of the truth, that they might be saved; th er efor e the 
indignation and wrath of God is upon every so ul of man that doeth 
evil, living: Jude 1:14; II Peter 2:1; II Thes. 2:11, 12; Rom. 2:9-11. 

11. We b elieve that a ll children dying in infancy, having not 
actually tran sgressed against the law of God, in their own persons 
are only subject to the first death, which was brought ·on them by 
th e fall of the first Adam and not that any one of them dying in 
that state, shall suffer punishment in hell by the gui lt of Adam' s 
sm, for such is the Kingd om of God - 1 Cor. 15:22; Matt. 18 :2-5; 
:\lark 9:36, 37; Matt. 19:14. 

12. We believe that goo d works are the fruits of a savin·::\' f aith 
ar.d that in the use cf the means of grace, a nd not out of the use 
o [ those m :: ans, eterna i life is promised to men- Rev. 22:14, 15; 
ha . 1:19, 20; Matt. 7:8; J er. 6:16; Luke 13 :34, 35. 

13. W e believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy 
E:niptures for justifica tion before God through hi s own works, 
pO \Yer or ability \Vhich he has in and of himself, onl y as he by 
g·u:ce is ntade able to come to God, through J es us Christ; believing 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be imputed to a ll believers 
f or their etc·r nal accept:.: nee with God-Rom. 4 :24; Acts 8 :2 0-21. 

14. We believe tha t all thir:gs are fo r esee n in th wisd cm of 
God, so that God knoweth whatsoever ca n or cannot come to pass 
upon all suppo~ed conditions; yet not as having decreed any perso n 
to everlasting death or everlasting life, out of respect or mere 
choice , farther than H e ha th appointed the gcd ly unto life a .: d the 
u1 :godly, who die in s in unto death- R eb. 4 :13; P.-ov. 8:22-31; 
~.Iat t. 22:31-46. 
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15. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's 
baptism, laying of the hands, receiving of the sacrament in bread 
and win e, washing the saints feet, annointing the sick with oil in 
the name of the Lord, fasting, pray er, singing praise to God and 
the public ministry of the Word, with every institution of the Lord 
we shall find in the New Testament-Mark 16:15-16; Acts 8:17; 
Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19-20; John 13:5-17; Jas. 5:14. 

16. Vi' e believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, 
< nd that the believers are the only subjects for baptism-Matt. 3: 
JG; Mark 1:9, 10; Acts 2:38, 39; Rom. 6 :4; Col. 2:12. 

17. We believe in a general resurr ection of the dead and a 
final judgment at the last day-John 5:28 ; II Cor. 5:10. 

18. We believe the happiness of th e righteous is eternal and 
the torments of the wicked are endless-Matt. 25:46. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having been brought, as we believe, by the d ivine grace to 
accept the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Preserver, we do 
1:ow solemniy and joyfully covenant and agr;)e, by God's help, to 
walk togeth 2r in brotherly love. 

'Ve, therefore enter into covem:nt as members of this church 
and as christians, that we will wa.tch over each other in love, shar
irg togzther each others joys and sorrows; that we will not for
sake the assembling of ourse lves together, nor omit the great duty 
of prayer for om·~e lves and others; that by divine assistance we 
will endeavor to bring up those under our care in the n•Jrture and 
admonition of the Lord; that in all things we will strive to exem
plify our profession by a corresponding practice, to abstain frcm 
all sinful conformity to the world, to be just in our dealings, failh
ful in our engagements and exemplary in all our deportment; that 
we wi!l abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating liquors as a 
beverage; that we will sustain the worship, ordinances, disciplir.e 
:11· d doctrine of this church; that we will contribute cheerfully, ac
cording to our ability, to the support of the mini stry , the expense 
of th e church, the rei ief of the poor and the general spread of t he 
Gospel. 

In ke 2ping this solemn Covenant may we ever enjoy the bless
iHgs and preser,ce of the Great Head of the Church. 

RULES OF CHURCH DI SCIPLI NE 

Re v ised a nd Amended 
'Ihe r •J ies for the government of the churc h of God are con

tained in the Holy Scriptures. But as many of them appear to be 
comprehended in general directions it is n ecessary for the better 
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n·gulations of the church, that certain fixed rules and principles of 
practice should be adopted, provided those rules are in accordance 
with the Scriptures of truth. For it is manifest that evey religious 
society or community should make such local and temporary regu
lations as may secure obedience to the perfect law by which they 
are governed. 

The church therefore, of Jesus Christ being of the Free Will 
Baptist order, do covenant andagree that four times a year (every 
three months) to assemble for the purpose of holding a godly co n
ference, the me~bers being all present with convenience, then and 
there the business of the church should be done. 

PRACTICES 

The Organizat ion of a Church 
1. When any number ·of believers desire to be organized into 

a Free Will Baptist Church, they are examined by one or more 
regular Fre Will Baptist ministers in reference to their Christian 
character, doctrines, and ability to sustain a church. If the exami
nation is satisfactory the applicants are organized into a church 
as follows: The Bible is presented as the only rule of faith and 
practice. The church Covenant r ecorde d in this Discipline is 
adopted. A prayer of consecration is offered. The hand of fellow
ship is given. Then officers are elected. 

2. There shall be male members enough to fill the public of
fices in the church, in order that a r egular discipline may be kept 
up. 

3. After being thus constituted, they shall be at liberty out of 
the number of regularly ordained ministers, to choose a pasor who 
shall preside over them. 

OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES 

The ·officers of a church are a board of trustees, clerk, treas
m·er, deacons a;·td deacones~es, finance committee, ruling elders 
and pastor. 

Board of Trustees-The duty of lhe trustees shall be to hold 
title to all property, either in fe e or in gift, and to maintain all 
rights to same, to convey said property in the di scretion of a four
fifths majority of those present at aregular quarterly meeting, be
ing previously announced at said church thr ee months prior to said 
meeting. 

Clerk-It is the duty of the clerk to keep a church book and 
in it r ec·ord the church Covenant, the names of th e members and all 
the proceedings of t he church, in the exercise of its discipline and 
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management of its temporal affairs. He also si·gns all letters and 
other ccmmunications made by authority of the church. 

Treasurer-The treasurer shall be entrusted with the funds 
of the cnurch, and it shall be his duty to k eep a regular account 
of all the money received, and from whom, and make a report of 
the sa me annually to the church, or oftener if nec essary, which 
funds ~hall be drawn on the treasurer only by the order of Con
f<'rence. 

Deacons-The deacons are elected for lif e or during good be
haviour. They should be men distinguished among their brethren 
for piety and benevolence. Before entering upon the duties of their 
office they are ordained by the pastor or other regular ministers. 
Ordination consists of charge, laying on of hands and prayer. It 
is t l:eir duty to serve at the Lord's table, to distribute of the bounty 
of the church among its needy members, to visit the sick, to assist 
the pastor in promoting order in attendance upon the means of 
grace, to see that an efficient Scriptural discipline be enforeced in 
the church and to conduct religious meetings in th e absenie of the 
pador. 

Deaconesse~-They assist the deacons and finance committee 
in visiting the sick, in collecting funds and distributing among th e 
needy members, and enforcing proper discipline among the female 
members. 

Finance Committee-These have the general management of 
the finances of the church, subject to the church's control. 

Ruling Elders-The business of the ruling Elders, after their 
qualifications, shall be to settle controverted points between their 
brethren, if they are informed of any such business, then they 
shall issue their order and appoint a time and place to meet the 
parties and it shall be legal for them to take such testimonies, 
both in and out of the church, as shall to them seem meet and as 
shall ena ble them pass a true and right judgment. They shall be 
qualified for this cffice in like manner as the deacons are ,and 
shall se1ve the church according to their appointment. 

2. When the eld ers have full information of any matter re
specting controversy betwee n their brethren, should they find a 
fraud intended, they shall be at liberty to give the injured party 
right of the common law, and make report thereof to the next 
conference, at which time the offending party may be set aside 
from H:e Communion until the controversy is settled. 

3. If any member shall fly from the judgment of the elders, 
it shall be open excommunication, and it shall be the duty of the 
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pastor to make known such exc·ommunication by a declaration of 
the same before the church. 

4. If unable to settle same it shall be r eturned to the church 
for fi nal disp·osition. 

Pastor-Each church elects its own pastor out of the regula r 
ordained ministers, upon such t erms as may be agreed up·on be
tween the parties themselves. It is the pastor's duty faithfully to 
preach the Word , to have the general superintendance of the 
church, to be himself an example to the flock, to vis it the members, 
especially th e sick as he has opportunity, and to do all within his 
r-ower to promote the religious interest of the church which he 
serves and to advance the cause cf Chris t among m en. 

GOVERNMENT 

R e c e pt:on o f Members 

Any person who gives evidence of a change of heart, pro
f Esses f a ith in the Lord J esus Christ, and has been imm er sed by a 
proper a dministrator, church covenant read, explained and accept
ed is rec eived to membership by a vote of the church. 

Frcm other c hur~hes immersed r-ersons are r eceived by le tter· 
No u ne, against wnom any valid objection is made is received to 
membership. When a ny member objects to the reception of an 
applicant, the matter is deferred until the church can ascertain 
the nature of the objection. If, in the opinion of the church, the 
obj ection is not a valid one, the applicant may be r eceived. Ex
clud ed members arc rece ived again ·only when they confess their 
errors and give evidence of repentance . Persons excluded from 
other churches arc not rece ived unless it be made evident that they 
wE- re excluded upon unjustifiabl e g r ounds. The ha nd of fellowship 
i~ extended to all who are r eceived into the membersh ip of the 
church. 

DIS MI SS ION OF MEMBE RS 

Only m embers in good stand ing are dismissed from the church 
and these for no other reason than to unite w ith some othe r church 
Such members receive lett ers of honorable dismission and com
m r ndation, but are und er the watch care of t he same church until 
they are received into some other. A withdrawal witho ut such 
letter of commendation is equivalent to excommu nicatio n and 
treated as such by th e church. 

P RI NCIP LE S OF D ISCIPLI NE 

1. Offences that may require the exercise of d iscipline are 
either private or publi c. Private are such as a re from t heir na ture 
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known to very few persons; public offenc es include all others. In 
the case of private individual transgression, the ·off"nder is admon
ished privately by the ruling elders, and if satisfaction is given 
the cases carried n o furth er; but if satisfaction is not given, the 
ca se is reported to the church for final action. In case of private 
grievance in which two or mere members ar.e concerned, the ag
grieYing and aggrieved parties should be brought together by the 
ruling elders anci th e matter settled privately if possible. No such 
case is allowed to come before the church except as directed in 
Matthew 18:15-17. 

When two or more m embers are openly at variance, or when 
a member is walking in a disorderly manner by a general report, 
the church, though a committee ·or otherwise. calls the offender 
or offenders to account; and in the presence of such offenders
unless they refuse to be pre~e nt, then in their absence, the church 
examines into the nature of the offence or th character of the 
g 0neral reports; if the parties ar.e found guilty and do not give 
shtisfactory evidence of penitence, after a suitable discipline, 
they ar.e excluded from the church. 

If a member habitually absents himself from the meetings 
of the church, refuses to bear his proportionate part of the church 
exp enses, or casts his influence against the church, he is admonish
ed by the ruling elders, and if he still persists, his case is brought 
before the church as ·one £or discipline. 

2. If any member by disorderly walk shall be liable to ex
communication, yet no church shall be at liberty in the absence 
of their pastor to declare an unfellowship with any member; yet 
by th " church they may be set aside from the Communion until 
further satisfaction shall be given. 

3. If any rnem ber shall be found frequenting the race ground 
the ball room. the card wble, shooting matches or any place of 
disorJ : r, without lawful business, such member may be censured 
by the churc h, ar.d in such case said m embe r shall make the 
church satisf;;c~ion or be dealt with as the Conference may think 
rro per. 

4. No t estimony shall be taken out of the society against 
memhl:rs in the society, ·only in controverted points. 

5. If a ny member shall abser,t himself from the church on 
the days of Confer,e nce, or times of Communion, he shall be liable 
to the censure of the church. 

ME ETINGS OF THE CHURCH 

Each church meets as often as practicable for th e public wor
ship of God. 
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The time of celebrating the L ord's Supper, washing f eet , a nd 
oi busi ness meetings are a r r:mg ed by each loca l church to suit 
its own convenience. Generally these m ee ting s are m onthly, or 
f!Uarterly, busir:e~s meetings preccedir.g the Lord' s Supper. 

Each church is re qui red to observe the ordinances. Feet 
washing follows the Lord's Supper. 

Conference or business meetings arc ·opened and closed with 
suitabLe devotional exercises. The pastor acts as m oderator of 
the business meetir.gs of the church. In the absence of the pastor 
the church may meet when nL' Cessary an d att end to ordinary 
chu rch busin ess ; but no m ember is exclu ded in the absence of the 
rastor. All business m eetings arc cc;1ducted according to certain 
1 ules of order. 

THE MINISTRY 

1. No member of o•.1r connection shall be at li berty to t ake 
upon himself the public ministry of the Word unless he fc ·2 ls di
vin ely called, and make r eport of the £arne to the church and if 
the church shall be sa tisfied with qualificatio ns and call ·of such 
rcrsc n, t h 2y may grant him li cer:se to preach th e Gospel, signed 
hy the pastor and c! rk. But if the church should doubt the quali
ficatior s of such p ersons to preach the Gospe l, then she m ay grant 
him lib erty to exercise his gifts by exhortation, each for twe:ve 
months. 

2. After which, if either of those persons (lic enti ate or the 
eJo.horter) is found usdul, the church may r ecommend said person 
to the crdai11ing council, comisting of either three or five mem
bers appointed or elected by each eonfcrence, said recommenda
tio n shall be signed by th e pastor and cl erk of the church where 
the arplicant holds membership. 

3. It shall be the duty o[ said council t:> cxami'1e wch appl i
c;.n ts as may come before th em for ordination on the principles 

nd doctrin es ·of the Bible and practices of the original Free Will 
Bapti~t church, a,; set forth in this discipline and his abil ity. If he 
is found worthy, said courcil sha ll f urnsh him with a certificate 
of ordir ation after th ey have orda ined him by fasting, laying L n 
of hands, prayer, a charge , the hand of fellowship a nd a se rm on. 
/ mong hi s brethren he bears the title of Elder . 

\Vhen a min ister ·of another denomination desires to un ite 
w:th the ori·g·inal Free Will Baptist he first b 2ccm es a member of 
some Free Will Baptist Church; then in hi s case the proceed ings 
:::re th e same a3 th os e in ordaini ::g a li centiate. 
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5. The minister or elder, for disorder or transgression, shall 
be dealt with by the church where his name is enolled, or by any 
church over which he presides as pastor. And it shall be the duty 
·of the church io call to its assistance two or more elders, at least 
one, to be a member of the ordaining council and appoint three 
of her own m embers, who, with two of the elders shall form a 
committee for the purpose of trying the ·offenders, and if satisfac
tion is given by the delinqu ent, the committee may restore him to 
fE>l!owship and office, but if sufficient satisfaction is not given, 
the committee shall silence the offender until the next General 
Conference, and they shall report the case with all the attending 
circumstances to th e General Conference, and the Conference 
shall appoint a committee of five or more, members belonging io 
their body and a final decision shall be made. 

6. The church against a minister or elder, shall not receive an 
arcusation but at the mouth of two or three witnesses-Matthew 
18:16. 

7. N"o pastor having the care of any church or churches may 
withdraw from them , neither the church withdraw from their 
pastor without sufficient cause, tri ed by the church in general. 

8. The pastor shall have liberty to commend any member 
under his care at any time but in the time of Conference, and shall 
have the right also to cite any member or members to the next 
Conference, when the offence is committed between Conferences. 

9. The pastor ·of a church or churches shall have power at any 
tim e to call a private conference, and the church in Conference 
may appoint a committee, if the case shall require it, and they shall 
proceed as in all other cases and conferences. 

10. Any regular ordained minister of the ·ori-ginal Free Will 
Baptist shall serve the church in the absence of the pastor, in every 
gospel order required of him by the church . 

11. Eld ers, ministers and preachers shall be considered mem
bers and their names continue with the church where they first 
bEcame members, until regularly dismissed. 

INDEPENDENCE OF CHURCHES 

Each local church is a distinct and independent organization, 
with full authority to manage its own internal affairs, elect its 
officers, rec eive, dismiss, discipline, and exclude members. But 
this prir.ciple ·cf th e independence of each church is not held as a 
law of solation; on the contrary, churches conveniently situated 
associate and co-operate in all things which tend to advance the 
common cause. Councils are, therefore, called in the organization 

17 



Salem United Free Will Baptist Association 

'Of a church and the settlement of serious difficulties. On the same 
principles , the churches me et by delegation in the annual confer
ences, etc. The annual Conference being the highest tribunal shall 
have final jurisdiction over the local churches. 

This discipline can be changed or am ended by a four-fifths 
vote of the members present at all the conferences in their r egu
lar sessions. 

CONSTITUTION 

Article 1. This shall be the Constitution of the Conferences 
·of the original Free Will Baptist church of North Carolina, viz., 
Cape Fear, \Vestern, Ccntr::.l and Easter n, or any others that may 
adopt thb discipline. 

Art. 2. The object of the Annual Conferences shall be to pro
mote Christ's Kingdom among men by m eans in strict conformity 
to the Holy Scriptures. 

Art. 3. These conferences shall be composed of the ministers 
who are m embers of churches belonging to the body, and of dele
gates from these churches, each church being entitled to as many 
delegates as each conference shall think proper. 

Art. 4. The d elegates from each church shall bear to the c·on
f ercnce a letter certifying their appointment, showing the condition 
and statistics of the church, and giving a statement of all funds 
raised during the year for denominational or other benevolent 
purposes. 

Art. 5. The officers of thi s body sha ll be a mod erat<;> r, a trea
surer, corresponding a nd r ecording secr etary, who shall be elected 
fo r a term of two years, and said election to take place one yea r 
prior to their entering up·on the duties of said office. 

Art. 6. Thi s confere nce may at each r egular meeting elec t as 
many boards or standi ng committees as may be necessary in car
ryi ng out its benevolent purposes. These shall keep a r ecord of 
their proceedings and make a r eport at each regular meeting of 
the conference. 

Art. 7. Any church desiring to bec·om e a m ember of this body 
shall present her petition at a regular session of the conference, 
thr ough delegates appointed for that purpose. If she be received, 
the moderator shall extend to her delega tes the hand of fell owship. 

Art. 8. The conference may extend to visiting brethren all 
the privileges ·of the bod y, save that of votir~g. 
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Art. 9. This constitution may be amended at any regular 
session by vote of four-fifths of the members present of the con
ference session. 

8Y-LAWS 

Article 1. A general conference shall be annually held. 

Art. 2. Every elder, minister and preacher in good standing, 
and del egates shall duly attend. 

Art. 3. If any member in the judgment of the conference, 
shall show anger in his discussi'On on any subjcet, he shall forfeit 
his seat in that conference. 

Art. 4. No member of the gen eral conferance shall be at liber
ty to withdraw without leave of the moderator. 

Art. 5. Th e conference shall always adjourn by vote. 

Art. 6. There shall annually be a committee of finance chosen 
to settle with the treasurer and report to conference. 

Art. 7. The officers and standing Committee shall be entitled 
to a seat in the annual conference. 

Art. 8. No elder, minister, preacher or delegate shall, during 
the sitting of the general conference, be at liberty to fill any 
place, as to preaching or hearing at the stage, only as liberty shall 
be granted by th e conference. 

Art. 9. Conference shall always open and adjourn by pr11yer 
and praise ·of God. 

Art. 10. The minutes of the conference shall be signed by the 
moderator and the cleric 

RULES OF ORDER 

Motions 
A motion must be made by one m ember, seconded by another, 

and afterwards stated by the Moderator, before it is debated. A 
motion ~hall bf' reduced to writing by the mov er at the demand 
of any one member. 

A II resolutions shall be submitted in writing. 
A motion or resolution may be withdrawn at any time before 

a d ec;sion or amendment by the Conference. 

Any motion or resolution containing more than one distinct 
proposition shall be divided, provided the call for a divi sion be 
sustained by a majority. 
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No motion to amend shall be in order beyond a motion to 
amend an amendment. 

No amendment relat ing to a different subject shall be in 
order. 

A motion lost shall not be recorded except so ord ered at the 
time. 

Speaking 

When a member speaks or offers a motion he sho uld rise and 
respectfully address the moderator, confine himself to the ques
tion under consideration and avoid all perso nality or unkind and 
disrespectful speech . 

When two or more members rise to speak at the same time 
the Moderator shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

While a m ember is speaking, no one shall interrupt him except 
to call him to ·orcier, ask leave to explain or make an explanation. 
The one a llowed to explain shall confine himself strictly to an 
actual misunderstanding of language which may need explanation. 

If t he speaker yield the floor to another he cannot claim it 
again. 

No member shall speak more than twice, ·or longer than fif 
t een minutes at each time, on any question without leave of the 
Conference, which leave shall be granted without debate. 

All conversation by whispering or otherwise, which is calcu
la ted to disturb the speaker or hinder the transaction of. business , 
and passing between the speaker and the chair, shall be uut of 
01 der. 

Committees 

Committees Phall be nominated by Conference (no member 
Lei ng· allowed tom min a te more than one on the sam e Committee ), 
and the nomination then confirmed by vote ; or the Committee may 
be nam sd by the Moderator by the requ est of the Conefrence. 

The m ember first named on a Committee sha~l be its c:;cir· 
n;an to call the Committee t ogether, belt after it is convened the 
Committee may elect its own chairman and secretary. 

Any subject under debate or any matter of business may be 
r eferred to a Committee with or withou t instructions. 

All reports of Committees shall be made in writing, signed 
by a majority. When a majority report is fol!ow 2d by a min·or ity 
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r0port from the same Committee the former after being read, shall 
li e ·en the table until the latter is presented, after which it may be 
considered. 

A report of a Committee may be recommitted, when necessary 
fer further investigation, or to present it in some mor-:~ acceptable 
form. 

All reports when read shall be considered as properly before 
the body without a motion to accept. 

Voting 

Voting shall be doP.e by "yea" and "nay", by standing up 
when a vote is close, ·or when it becomes n ecessary to count the 
affirmative a nd negative, and in special cases by ballot. 

The Moderator, in case of a tie, may cast the deciding vote. 

All m€·mbers should vote on one side or the other, unles3 ex
cused. 

No motion, discussion or other business, shall be admitted 
,,·bile the vote is being taken. 

Laying on the Table 

Immediate action upon any question may be deferred by lay
ing on the table to special time or indefin itely. I n the same way 
questions may be postponed. 

Privilege Questions 

When a motion or resolution is before the body the only mo
t ions in order shall be 1st. to adjourn, 2nd, previous question, 3rd, 
to lay on the table; 4t,h to postpone indefinitley; 5th, to postpone 
tu a definit 2 time; 6th, to refer; 7th, to divide, if division is ad
visable;; 8th, to amend-to take precedence as herein arranged . 

Motions to adjourn, when to adjourn simply, to take th e pre
>ious question, and to lay on the table, must be decided without 
debate . 

Filiing B lanks 

Names suggested for filling blanks shall be voted on in order 
of their nomination; when different numbers and times are pro
posed, the greatest number and longest time shall be voted on first. 

R econsideration 

A motion to rec"Onsider a motion previously passed must be 
made by one who voted in the affirmative when the motion passed, 

21 



Salem United Free Will Baptist Association 

and if a vote to reconsider is lost it cannot be renewed during 
this session. 

THE RITE OF MARRIAGE 

The rite of marriage is ancient and solemn; it was first insti
tuted by Almighty God and given man in a state of innocence and 
happiness. 

"But from the beginning of the creation God made them 
male and female. For this cause shall a male leave his father and 
mother and cleave to his wife: And they twain shall be one 
flesh; so then they are no more twain, but one flesh."-Mark 10: 
6-8. 

Nothing but death cap dissolve the ties of legal matrimony. 

Beloved, we now have the pleasure of seeing two of our 
friends present themselves here before God and this company for 
the purpose of being united together in the bond of matrimony, 
and we hope that God approves the measure and will bestow on 
them His blessing. Therefore, if any can show just cause why 
they may not be lawfully joined together let them now speak or 
forever hereafter hold their peace. 

THEN CALLING THE MAN BY NAME 

Do you, sir, take the lady whom you hold by the hand, to be 
your lawful and wedded wife-to l'ove her, to cherish her, to hon
or and protect her-and forsaking all others to cleave unto her, 
and her alone so long as you both shall live? (He answers, 'I will.') 

THEN CALLING THE WOMAN BY NAME 

Do you, madam, take the gentleman whom you hold by the 
hand, to be your lawful and wedded husband-to love him, to 
cherish him, to honor and obey him-and forsaking all others, to 
cleave unto him and him alone, so long a s you both shall live?" 
(She answers, "I will.") 

Now, upon your mutual promises, made in the presence of 
God and these witnesses, 1 pronounce you man and wife, in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost; therefore whom G'Od 
hath joined together, let not man put asund er. Amen. 

2:2 
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