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MINUTES. _,.,. 

goodly number of the Ministers, Deacons and 
Messengers of that part of the chureh of ·God, 

· commonly known as Social· Band Associati•n 
met with Richwoods church, Richwoods, Ark., Sept. 
'18th, 1915. ' . 

The annual sermon was preached by Elders G. W . 
. Million and W. T. Shoffit from Acts 15:6-22 and 

He b. 6:1, after which proceeded to regular business. 
1. A call for church letters showed sixteen repres

ented, viz: Reform, Zion Hill, Warm Springs, Stony 
Point, New Hope, Grandview, Union Ridge, Rich
woods, Old Jackson, Pleasant Valley, Eureka, New 
Covenant, Lonoke, Clear Lake, Sugar Tree Grove and 
Elnora. 

2. Called for petitionary letttrs, received one, Lib
erty. (This church was organized by G. W. Million.) 

3. Called for corresponding letters, received one, · 
Fairdealing Association of General Baptiste, . 

4. Proceeded to elect a moderator and clerk, which 
resulted in choice of Eld. D; M. Holder, 1\iodarator, 
and Eld G W. Million, Clerk. 

Took a recess until 2o'clock, p.m. 
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SATURDAY AFTERNOON. 

Met about 2:20 o'clock. Prayer by W. P. ]·~rooks. 
5. The appoihtment of several committees was the 

first thing taken up in afternoon which was as follows: 
On .Arrangement of Business-J. F. Gates, J. R. Eng-
lish;'J. R. Hancock, W. P. Hrooks and Nin Carroll. . 

On Finan~e-J. M. Cavenar, T. W; Elliot and W. 
Hicks. 

On Divine Service-J. P. Kincaid, D. Bates and S. 
S. Motherman. 

On Obituary-J. C. Carter, D. Pursfull and N. Y. 
'Gary. 

·On Literature-Retained the old committee. 
6. Call for taray letters, received none,·but permit" 

·ted Eld. J. R. English to represent Denman church 
and Bro . ..,..-Rickey, Union church, at O'Kean, Ark. 

7 .. Moved that a new com:::.ittee of five be appointed 
to be styled "Committee on Credentials," J. D. Poy
nor, G. P. Johnson, G. B. Blalock0 J. M. Cavenar and 
J. W. Tharp were appointed to constitute same. 

8. Read Rules of Decorum. . 
9, Spent some 30 or 40 mmutes in devotional ser

vices, which was enjoyed by all present. 
10. · Moved that each minister of the Association 

make. a full written report at each annual· meeting of 
the Association, of all the work done by him during 
the 'year preceeding each annual meetir.g, ·and that 
each church clerk be required to make a record· of all 
the work done by each miuhter in service of said 
church. 

Adjourned until Monday morning at 8 o'clock. 
A great revival was going on at Richwoods church 

when the Association convened and a great service 
was had Friday night, Saturday night, Sunday and 
Sunday night. · · 

Eld preached Friday mght. 
Revival broke out Saturday night during testimony 

services and no one could preach. 
The Moderator filled the stand Sunday at 11 o'clock 

on "LOVP.." ' . 
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Preaching and ordinance services Sunday night con
ducted by Elds. D. M. Holder and W. T. Sharp. 

Late in the afternoon Sunday 1000 or 1200 people 
came together on Clear Lake and witnessed· ,the bap

. tism of 26 .candidates by the Methodists, Missionarias 
and "Freewills." · - . 

MONDAY MORNING. 

Came together about 8 o'clock, prayer by Eld. J. 0. 
Carter. · . 

11. Took up the quarterly meeting item first thing 
and decided to have none for next year. 

12. Moved that each church in the Association ask 
each member of said church to assess themselves to 
such an amount as the Lord has prospered · him and 
that said church require said member to pay the 
amount assessed. And resolved further that three fin
ancial agents be appointed to assist the churches in -
thiR work • · 

'l'he Association was divided into three districts, 
viz: All that part of Association east of Black River, 
District No.1, agent W. P. Brooks. _,All that· part 
west of Black River and north •of Fourcbee, District 
No.2, J. D. Poynor, agent, All that part west of 
Black River and south of Fourchee, District No.3, J. p, 

·Kincaid, agent. 
13. Decided to have no evangelist in ·field during 

next year. . 
14. Brethren G. B. Blalock of Old Jackson church 

·and Wm. Tippet of Elnora church were ordained to· 
the deacortship. Presbytery: Elds. H. T. Newberry, 
J._W. Tharp and J. C. Carter, Dllacons, G. P. John-

. son and Dave Seamons. 
15. Moved to correspond with Fairdealing and 

Hopewell Associations of General Bapti~ts. Bro. 
Newton Gate3 was selected as messenger to 'Fairdeal
ing, held three miles south of Grant.! in on Thursday 
night before 2nd Sunday in September. · 

Elder D. ~L Holder and G. P. Johnson were selected 
as messengers to Hopewell, held Wednesday before 

• 

I 



-4-

2nd Sunday in October, 1915. 
16. Moved to hold the next annual meeting with 

Stony Peint church, seven miles northwest of Poca
hontas. 

17. Elders D. M. Holder and W. T. Sharp were 
selected to preach the annual sermon at next meeting. 

18.' The several committees reported and were dis- • 
charged. 

19. Resolved that we tender our heartfelt thanks to 
the good people of Rich woods for the kind hospitality 
shown us while in their midst. 

Adjourned to meet at Stony Point, at 10 o'clock, 
on Saturday before the 3rd Sunday in September, 

ELDER D. l\1. HOLDER, Moderator. 

ELDER G. W. MILLION, CLERK. 
Maynard, Ark. 

· Pocahontas, Ark .. 

--0--
• 

OBITUARY. 

We, your committee on Obituary, find that our 
kind and generous Heavenly Father has seen fit in his 
Divine Wisdor.n to remove from our midst by death 
five of our worthy members. 

Eureka 2, Old Jackson 1, Warw Springs 1 and 
Grandview 1. 

We are glad our loss is tL1eir gain and we tender our . 
heartfelt sympathies to the bereaved ones. 

N. Y. GARY, Chairman. 

PETITIONARY LETTER. 

We, the General Freewill Baptist church, called ..... . 
.................. do pray for admiBsion into your honorable 
body by letter and delegates. After examining . the 
Articles of Faith and Rules of Order of the Social 

· Band Association of General Freewill Baptists, we 
were covenated together by Elds ........................... and 
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...... .'........................... Dear, Brethren, 1.dter exarnin
ation, if you find us orthodox, we pray you receive us . 

. We se_ndo.ur belove~ brothers ~o sit with you in Godly 
counml, With authonty to transact Rl!Ch busincs~ as 
may comll before yon. 'rhll state of church is as fel-
lows: Orgamzed wit.h ............ mom bers since til at 
tinle i·eceived .................. Bro ............................ Cleric; 
Eld ......................... , Moderator. We haVl' chosr.-n 
Eld ................................ to take eare of our church 
next ye<U'. Cot\tributions $................... (Add more 
below if desired.) , 

~HURCH LET'rER TO THE ASSOCIATION.-· 

We, the General £i'l'eewill B tptiet el1urch, called ..... 
.................. send:gre·etlllgs to the ministerB, deacons 
ami messengers composing Social Band Association o:! 
General Freewill Baptists, when convened with .......... . 
.......... ; ....... church. Very dear bre thern, we antici
pate wit.h great joy the time when we shall meet you 
ag-ain by letter. and delegates We 8end our beloved 
brothet·s to Hit with yon in your Godly cleliberationH, 
whom we pray. you receive as worthy brothers,. with 
full power and authority to trnnsact all business. that -
may come before your honorable body, for the good of 
our church•and. Christianity in general, to-wit: Broth-

d ' '". ers .............•....... ar1 •••.••.•••.••••••••••.••• vv e g1ve 011r. 
pastor$............. '!'he stati$tics of our. ct:urch are as 
follows:· R~t;~eived by experience ............... ; bv.letter . -. 
...... ......... ; by recommendation ............... ; restored .... . 
......... ; disrnissed by letter .......... !····; excluded ......... ; 
died ............ ; total membership ............ ; contribution 
$............. We have elected Elder ..................... to the 
pastoral care.of.our church for the ensuing year. -

· · ·ct h c'I 1 .. ;.................................... 1urc _, er c. 
(P. 0. Address) 

.......................................... Moderator. (P,, 0. Ad-
dress.) 
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CONSTITUTION. · 

· l. This Assoc!ation, when properly organized, shall 
. consist of al\Ioderator and a Clerk, who shall be 
chosen by the suffrage of the mamhers present. The 
duty of the Moderator shall be to keep the Association 
in order, state questions fairly aud take the vote 
thereon; to have the liberty of speech as other mem
bers, providing his seat be filled, to have no vote unles? 
tl~e Association be equally divided in which case he 
shall have the casting vote. · The duty of the clerk 
shall be to keep a fair record of all the proceedings of 
the Association. . 

2 .. This Association shall be composed of ordained 
rmnisters, deacons, licentiates, together with delegates 
duly chosen by the several churches in our union and 
sent to represent them in this Association, said dele
gates being members 0f some church within this As-· 
. sociation, whom the members judge best qualified for 
that purpose, who, on producing letters certifying ·to 
their appointment., shall be entitled to seats. · 

3. In the letters from the several churches shall be 
expressed their respective number of members in fell
owship, and the number received, dismissed, exclnded, 
and died since the sitting of the last Assocmtion and· 
day of church meeting. · 

4. No query shall be received by the Association 
from any church unless it has been acted on in said 
church and cannot be settled, in whicl·l case the ;\s-

' sociation shall take up the same and act on it. 
5. Every c.hurch in the Association shall be entitled 

t.o a representation of delegates not. exceeding three. 
· 6. Every motion made and seconded shall be acted 
on unless withdrawn by the mover. 

7. The Association shall not have the p<Hver to 
lord it over God's heritage so alii to infringe on any of 
the internal rights of the churcheR; nevertheless we 
agree that the churches composing this. Assocdation 
shall stand in tne same relation to each other in this 
association that individuals do to each other in the 
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'.lhurches: that is to say, if a churct1 trespass against a 
sister church, the church injured 5hall try to reclaim 
them by Gospel steps;if they cannot be recl,timed they. 
shall be dropped from our union . 

. · 8. 'vVe agree to do all business by a majority of the 
memhers present. · · 

9. Any church may be admitted into this Associa-
. tion by letter and delegate. If "POll proper examina

tion it is found to be orthodox and orderly such ad
mission shall he manifested lly the moderator giving 
the right hand of fellowship to the delegates thereof. 

10. This Association shall have power to sit a~ an 
adviaory council; to give clnnches all necessary advice ' 
in mat.ters of diffbulty; to inquire into the cause- why 
churches neglf'Ct to represent t.hemselves in ·this As· 
sociation; to appJint any members, by and with his or 
then· con8ent, to transact any busines~ they may deem 
nP.cessary; to invite any brethren in the ministry to a 
seat with the Association; to adjourn the Association. 
to any time and place that may be thought rrecessary; 
to exclude from his seat any member who shall -not 
con form to the Rules of Decorum, and shall report his 
or their conduct to the church or churches from wnich 
he or they were deleg-ates. 

11: This Association possesses appellate juriadiGJ
tion in all cases of difficulty that may arise in the 
churches. 

12 _ The Lord's Supper shall be ad ministered . at 
each annual association . 
. 13. Each annual association shall be· held 6ln the 

3rd Sunday in September. ' 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. \ 
• 

1. We believe that the Scriptures· of the Old and 
New Testaments are the infallible word of God, and 
Lhe only safe rule of faith and practice.-a. Tim. 3:16-
17. II Peter 1 :20·21. 

2. That there is but on~ living and true God, and in 
the Godher.d or divine es.qence, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost.-St. John 1:1; I John 5:7 • 
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. 3. That we are falien af.ld depraved crcaturPs, and 
cannot extricate ourselve., frorll our fallen situation 
by any ability we possess by nuture.-Romans 8:7-20. 

4. Salvation, Regen€ration, Sanctification, Justifi
cathn and Rednmption are by the life, death, resurrec
tiOn, ascension and intercession of our· Lord and Sav
ior Jesus Christ.-Heb 9:24. Eph. 4:9. Rev. 1:18. 

5. We believe that he that shall Pndure to the end, 
the same s~ntll be saved.-Matt. 24:13. Rev. 2:10 .. 

6. 'l'hat the joys of. the righteous and the punish
ment of the wicked shall be etemai.-Matt. 25:46. 
· 7 We believe that bapti>m, the Ll-)rd's.Supper and 

the waslung of the saint's feet are drdiuances of Jesus 
Christ appointed in the church and none but. true 
believers are proper subjects, and t~.at tlw only true 
mode of baptism is immel'sion.-On Baptism. Matt. 
3:16. Rom. 6:4. Acts 8:38 Col 2:1·2. The Supper. 
Matt. 26:27. Mark 14:22. Luke 22:19. I Cor. 23:34. 
WashingoUeet. St. John 3:14-17. I Tim. 5:10. I 
Peter 2:21, 

8. We bclirve in the sanctity of the first day of the 
week-or Lord's day-and it ought to be observed and 
spent in public or privat.e worship of. God, and on it 
we should abstain from our wordlv c0ncerne, except in 
case of necessity or mercy.-Ex 31:15-17. Deut. 5:12. 
Matt. 12:12. 

9. We believe in the resurrection of the .body, both 
the just and the unju~t, but every one in his own . or· 
der-those who have done good, to the resurrection· of 
life; and those who have done evil, to the resurrection 
.of damnation; and that God hath appointed a, day in 
which he will jud~e the world in righteousness by 
Jesus Chri~t.-St John 5:28:29. I Tes. 4:16. Dan . 

. 12:2. 
10. That it is our duty to be tend€!' and affectionate 

to one another and to study the happiness of the peo
ple of God in general, aHd !o be singly engaged to 
promote the honor and glory of G11d-Galatians 6:10; 
I John 2:9. · . · 

11. ·We believe that Jesus Christ, by the grace of. 



l God;• tasted deatlrfor·every·· man;and ·· that' uone can 
• •"p<trtalre of his·divine·benefits only by ·repentence to

wards God, and'faith'in the··'Lord···Jesus,·Christ (In
fants and idio.ta exceptcd,.they.b(ling included in the 
covenant of God's grace.)'Acts4:11; 10:43; Tim.2:5-6; 

, .. St •. J.ohn3:1~~17; LCor.l2:20-22; Rom,5:13. ~ 
. , J2 .. We,believe that the Lord Jesus, Christ is·.the:door 
. -~into. the-church, and that bapti9m is Jqduty in answer 
, .to a good.conscience.-St. John 10:7. 
-- 13. We believe that the Lor<],'s .People• are;-!one in 

: .. him, therefore should be' one at hi$,, table.--'-1\J•Cor . 
. ,J2:13 .. ,St. John 15:11-21·22. Matt .. 16:26-28. 

"···RULES OF· DECORUM. 

' •.. 1:r.HThe.assciation,. when. convened,' shall ·.be••opened 
·;.and .eJosed hy singing and prayer. 
:.:.. 2r; :Only.one:person shall.speak. at a· time1 who• shall 
u·rise.to his•feet.and address the.moderator. 
·. i · .3··: The per~ on thus speaking shall not be.dnterrupted 
1.: in speech, except by. the moderator,·.~until ·I:Jeo•getA 
::through; nor shall. the.moderator interrupt him·. unles~ 
!•'· he.breakr order. 

4. Thfl person speaking shall adhere to the ques
ton, and shall in'rio;wise cast.t.personal reflections on 

. any person who may have spoken before him. ' 
:.. 5:•"No·person shall 'Speakmorli than··three ·times on . 

the same subject without leave of the association, 
6. No:member shall:Iaugh·,or:whisper in time of pub-

He speech. · . 
7. !>1embers shalbaddress:.eacl;~· other by the .>:appel

lations of brother 6rrbtethren. 
8. No member of this association Rhall··rabserlt him

self when the association:is sitting-in •conference·with-
out leflve of the:.moderator. . 

9. The names of the•.:members · ofi· the:•.assootation 
. shall :be : enrolledi!and.·: called nover ·as• ·often asi the 

association thinks necesssary. 
-:rL 10.: No member , shall • .!!peak longerJr.thamdifteen 

minutes at any one time without leave ot· thenassocia
tion. 
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11. Any member who shall knowingly break any of 
these rules shall be reproved' by the moderator 
according to the direction of the association. 

MINISTERIAL LIST. 

D. N. King ....... ·•· .............. Warm Springs, Ark. 
D. J\1. Holder ......................... Maynard, Ark, 
W. T. Shoffit................. . ...... O'Kean, Ark, 
J. F Gates ......... ................. . O'Kean, Ark. 
J.-H. Wellrer .......... ............... , .......... . 
W. T. Sharp ... ; .................... Frisbee, Ark. 
G. W . .Million,. . ........ ; . .. . ..... Pocahontas, Ark, 
H. F. Newberry ••••.• ; •••••......•.• Richwood, Ark. 
D. C. ·Ring ..... ·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... Portia, Ark. 
Geo. U. Weeks ..•..... · . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Elnora, Ark. 
L. M. Buckner ..................... ~ ... Elnora, Ark. · 
C. M. Kildow ................ Ravenden H!Hings, Ark. 
J. R. Jijngllsh ..... ;.... .. ... , ...... Pocahontas, Ark. 
J. W. Tharp . .. .. . .. . .. .. . .. . .. . ...... Elnora, Ark. 
N.Y. Gary..... . .. .. ............... Ponder, Mo. 
J. R. Rosson ............................... Pf>nder, Mo. 
T. B. Hilton ................ ; ....... Poplar Bluff, Mo .. 

LICENTIATES. 

J.D. Poynor ......... _. ............. Maynard, Ark . 

MESSENGER ENROLLMENT 

Sugar Tree Grove-Harvey Spires. 
Liberty-A. P. Johnson, Will Hicks and A. H. 

Haynes. 
·New Covenant-Bro. Zack Minton. 
Elnora-Wm. Tippet and Sister Crosson. · 
Clear Lake-R. R. Williams. · 
Lonoke~ Will Tyler, Sisters Willie Lewis and · M. A. 

Austin. 
Richwoods-Jno. Webb, Lafe Arman and Marvin 

Wiiliams. . 
Retorm-0. P. Toles. 
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Zion Hill-Wm. Stevens and S, Smotherman. 
Grandview-A. R. Pride, G. P. Johnson and Hallie 

Jolley. 
Union Ridgo-A. J. Gimlin. 
Warm Springs-John Pain, Che~ter Holt, Jas. Cado · 
New Hope-Dave Pursfull. 
Old Jl\clcson-Warn Hullinger, W. Eliot and F, Brooks. 
Pleasant Valley-Eid. J. u. Carter 

·. · Eureka--J. M. Campbell, W P. Brooks and Willie 
Maxwell. 

Stony Point-J. l\1. Cavimar, Olen Thomson and Hen-
ry Graham. · 

Denman-Eid J. R. English. 
Reform-0. P. Toles. 
Union- Rickey; 
Pleasant Hill-Andrew Strattcm, 
Mt. Pleasant-Not represented. 
Union Grove- " . " 
Mt. Olive-Not represented. 

•' 

' 

• 

' 
' 

• 

' 

' 



CHURCH 

CHURCH DIRECTORY . 
• • -

PASTOR ' CHURCH CLERK 
' ' '-

-

AND,P.O. 
' 

' ' ""; : . . ; . . 
Stony Point .............. D. M. Holder.... .. .. .. .. .. . . A. C. Pendergrass, Cavenar, Ark .. .. 
Grandview...... . . . . . . . . . . " '• .................. A. R. Pride·, Supply, Ark ... -;. .. ..... ; . 
Sugar Tree Grove......... " " .................. Mattie Hopper, Poynor,_ Mo ........ .. 
Uaion Ridge............... " " ................... G. L. Agio, Ponder, --1\lo· .... ~ ....... . 
Warm Springs, ........... ................ _ ............. ·! ~ Elba Bellah,_ :Warm Springs;._ Ark ... . 
New Hope ...... ..••.................................•. ~. B. H. Bates, Pocahoptas, Ark .. ..... . 
Eureka .. ;, ..... , ........... W. T. Shofftt ............ ... ~ ~ J. F. Gates, O'Kean, Ark ...... ~ .... ~. 
LibertY...... ....... ...... ~,, '' ........... -.: ... ;. R. 1\f. Johnson. Sharum, Ark ..... · .. . 
New Covenant............ " " ........... ; .... :, Zack ~inton;.Walnut Ridge,· Ark ... . 
Union........ . .... ~ ............................... ~ · .. ; ~ ~ ~ C., \V. Cupp, O'Ke~n~ Ark· .. • ~ .:; .... _ ~ .. 
Old Jackson ............... W;.T· ~~rp ........... : .... :: WarrenHulilnge~, Imbod~n1 Ark ... : 
Clear Lake................ . .................. 0. C. Smith, Port1a, Ark ............... . 
Pleasant Valley.......... " " ........... : .... ; • Marcus:And~;son·; Ravenden Springe 
Reform ............ ~...... '' " ........... ~ .... ;~Ben Stewart,·\VtllifQrd, Ark ...... n, 
Richwoods ................ G. w. Million .......... ; .... " J. M. Webb. rtlchwoods,: Ark.;.: ... .. 
Loneoak ...... ............ " ., .......... ~~-~ ... Will Tyler, Elnora, Ark ............. · .. 
Elnora ...... ······---······ J. W. Tharp ........... ;: .•..• J.A. Buckner,Elnora,Ark·~ ........ . 
Zion Hill .................. J. R. English ... , ...... :; • ; .• , S. Smotherman, Pocahontas, Ark .. ; . 
Denman ........... ~---······ '' " .... ~ ............. A J. Russell, Sharum, Ark ......... . 
!'I~ .... Pleasan.t .... ................................•........ J. ~'I. Baker, \Villltord, Ark ......... . 
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STATISTICAL TABLE 

NAME OF CIIURCII l?INA~CES l\IEMBERSHH' 

. . 
Increase Decrease • • 

. 

I~ I 
"' . 

'0 =I 
"' "'· " 0 
OJ 

"' OJ ·~ ... ... 
"' "' 8 "' "' = ' = 0 a ... 

= ~ '0 - - -. - - "' 0 ... OJ - • • 

"' "' - .... • "' '0 
- a; 

• .... Q) -= "' -- Q) - ~ -
"' 

Q) 

"" [~ 
..... - .., - ~ "' " "' ' ~L~· " " "' ... 

"' :< -.. 0 Q) l. -... • :...l .... 0 :::l l:>l • rn -
• 

I 61 
" 

Pirtle 2.00 2 00 1 50 •)' I 18 
Old Jackson 

~ 

L. 60 15 3 . 25 
Stony Point 2 00 l.OO 2 IOH 
Eureka 2.0; • 2 70 
Pleasant Grove 2. (10 2.30 10.95 11 •) •)-- ~<> 

Hopewell 1 00 :. 00 1.50 1 I 30 
Evening Star 1.60 2 00 12.00 17 
Sugar Tree GrovE 1 00 l 00 1.95 9 8 1 :HJ 
Cedar~llillge l 00 1.00 1.05 3 4 1 1 I 24 
Grmulview 2.25 1 00 1. 75 7 3 1 2 I 5~ 
Pleasant Valley l. 00 25 
Clear Lake l.OO 1.00 1.40 3 l2 2 3 40 
Lone Oak I I 1 (j3 

Oak Grove 1.50 2 00 2.25 1 1 • l I 
~. 

Union 2 00 3.05 2 I ~ :!5 
Pruetts Chapel 1 50 2 00 7.25 I 2 - 2;) j 

Xew Hove 1 25 1.00 4\J 
Denman 2 I ~~ 
Xew Covenant fi!) 

Love Devine . 4G 
Hherty 1.50 51 

Frien<lshiv 2 25 . ) I' ~) 

\Yarm Svrings '7o 
. 
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