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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
' ' Call to order oy Moderator. 
-

Election of Moderator and Cleric 

3. Call for Letters from Churches. 

Read Rules of Decorum. i !. 

5. Appointment of Committees on Divine Service, 
'' Finance, Obituary, Arrangement of Business.· 
' ' 

6 Call for Corresponding Letters. 

1. · Uall for Petitionary Letters. 
' 

8, 
, 

Unfinished Business. 

9. New ll usiness. 
• 

MINUTES 
Pursuant to adjournment, a goodly number of 

ministers, deacons and messerigers of that part of 
. the Church of God, commonly known as the Freewill. 
Baptist, met with Love Divine church, -l\Iiuturn,. 
Arkansas, August 14, 15 and 16, 1920 .. 

The annual sermon was preached by Eld. G. W. 
' ' 

l\lillion, after which adjourned until 2:30 p. m. 
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SATURDAY EVENING SESSION 
Met about 2:3n. .singing and prayet· by Eld. \V. 

T. Shotfltt, afber which proceeded with general 
business. 

Call for letters from the several clwrches in the 
Assodation showed .the following present: Grand 
View, Pleasant Valfe.v. Eurelm, Nelv Hope, Sugar 
Tree Grove, Love Divine, Cedar Ridge, Liberty, 'Old 
.Jackson,· Hopewell, Detiman, Union, Stony Point, 
Oal{ Grove and Warm Springs. . 

2. Caller! for petitionary letters: received two­
. Previtts Chapel and Oal' Grove. 

3. Proceeded to elect l\Ioderai:.or and Clerk for · 
the ensuing year. Eld .. W. T. Sholfltt was elected 

' Moderator and J. E. Riggs, Clerk, \ 
4. Moderator read rules of Decorum. 
5. Called for COI't'esponding letters; recei 1•ed 

none. ' 
6. Moderator proceeded to appoint 

committees: 
t.he several 

' 

·Divine Service-D. H. Clarl\, 1'. W. Wells, .J. D 
McKinney. 

Arrangemen.t of Business-Bro. Seamans,, Bro. 
Carter, Perry Kincade, A. P . .Johuson u.nd Bro. 
Canady. 

Obituary--'G. W. )Ii!;ion, Wain 1'uclcer and J . 
W. 'l'harp. , 

Finauce-Rilev Fowler, S. 1'. Birch and Br,J . 
• 

Songer. 
7. Called. for nRw business; nothing of import-
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ance being before tlle Association the members en­
joyed a five-minute devotional service, conducted 
by the Model'ator. 

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICE 
Met about 8:00 o'cloclr with singing and prayers, 

after wllich the stand was filled b.v Elds. W. T. 
Sl:offitt and W. '1'. Sharp. 2 Kings 5:13, 

11:00 O'CLOCK SERVICE SUNDAY 
P. lll. Witcher was ordained t,o the full wor]{ of 

. t,he l\liuistry by the following Presbytery: Eld. W. 
·. T. ~lloftitt, l\loderator; D. N. Holder, \V. T. Sharp, 

Elders; Dave Seamans and D. H. Clark, Deacons. ·. 

• 

Preaching 11:30 by G. W. Million, from ,Ezra 
8:21 and Prov. 22:28. 

SUNDAY EVENING SERVICES 
Met, with singing and prayer by Eld D. JJI. Hold- . 

er . Preaching by Eld. D. l\I. Holder from John 2:6 
and Luke 6:46. 

MONDAY MORNING SERVICE 
' 

Met Monday morning with singing and prayer 
by Bro. Canady. . 

1. Moved and carried to make Bro. Cavenar a 
delegate from Stony Point. . 

2. Ministers examination heard and received. 
3. · Moved to change the name of D. C. King td, 

D. C. Ring on our Records.· Moved LO put Eid. S. 
T. Birch and J. W. Tharp on the enrollment of the 
!vlinisters list. · 
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6. The following resolut.ion was adopted l~y the 
Associat.ion: . To select a standing Presbytery com· 
posed of three ordained ministers whose dut.y it 
sllall be 1 o examine, and if found worthy to ordain 
all candidates to the ministry whose ordinaLion has 
been previously recommended to thein by. some 
ciJUrch to whom they shall· have power to grant 
such,. or credentials as they m~~y see fit. And said 
Presbytery shall have full authority to investigate 
the character and teachiug of any minister .. in the 
bounds of the Association and if they· think said 

·. 'ministeror ministers slutll possess such traits of 
character or teachings as to render them unworl ily 

. of such ministerial papers or position as they are 
told, sllall have such power and autlwrity to t<tke 
any, as man), or all the steps uecessary to obtaiu · 
said papers or to silence ~:;uch minister. The action 

· ot said Presbytery shall subject ·to the- challenge, 
settingaside or confirmation of the Association at 
its next annual meeting. . Elds. G. W. l\lilliou, D. 
'l'II. HoldEr, W. T. Shoffitt Presbyters moved to have 

' . ' 

Fild. S~ T. Birch's credentials endorsed by the As-
sociation. . 

_l\·hved to be repre'sented in the State Associa­
. tiou by Messenger and Letter. The following were 

elected delegates: A. P. Jolmson, Perry Kincade, 
Ed Canady, II. R Fowler aud T. W. Wells. 

' ' 

... 

Moved. to represent by Letter and Messenger to · 
Polk Eavou Association; Bro. J. 1\I. Cavenar was 
elected. 
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1\loved to request Bro. English's church to sur­
rendt>r his credentials, and upon his refusal to do so 
to have sa.me published. -

Moved to send Eld. S. T. Birch to take care of 
the Warm Spring church. . 

Moved to recei\·e Brother King as M e5senger 
from Polk Bayou Association. 

Moved torepresent by Letter to Cave Spring 
Association. 

The report 'of the. commit.tee on arrangements 
vf bnsine~s was held over till neXL annual meeting. 

l'ulled for 1eport of several Ministtrs. (see re-
port ) . · 

.Heceived the reports ~>ubmitted. . . . 

!\loved that) next annual meeting of Association 
be held with Hopewell thurch, ReJ no, Ark. Eld. 
W. T .. Shoffitt was selected to preac~l the introduc- · 
tory sermon, . 

·Called for report ·of CCJnmittee en finance. 
[~e port $27 41. · 

Moved to extend our· heartfelt th:inks to the 
good people of Love .Divine church for the kind 
hospitality they have sbown us when in their midst. 

. Moved to have 500 .Minutes printed and disposed 
of to tbe seYernl c!mrches of the AssoCiation . 

. Moved to adjourn until our next annual meet-
ing. J<:LDER W. T. SHOFFITT, Moderator 

O'Kean, Arkansas. 
J. E. RlGGS, Cieri' 

' 
• Delaplaine, Arlqmsas, R 1. 
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MESSENGER'S ENROLLMENT -EureJm-J. D. l\lcKinney. 
Pruett Ch'apel-Sister English. 
Liberty--A. P. Johnson, .J. E. Riggs and Ada 

Riggs. 

Old Jackson-Sam Songer and wife. 
Pleasarn VaJ!ey-T. W. Weils; 
Union-Q. L. ltiekey. · 

.. 

Grandview..-H. R. ~·owler aJJdE L Duff. 
Stony Point-Olen Thompson and J. J\1. Ca venar. 

I • 

New Hope-J. C. Carter and Grace Million. · 
Den·man-Walter Eveland. · · 
Cedar Ridge-Chas. Crawford and Jess Slayton. 
Warm Springs-By Letter.· ·· 
Sugar Tree Grove-Flora Birch. 
Love Divine-D; H. Clark. 
Zion Hill-Represented by Deacon, no pastor. 
Oa'c Grove-Represented by Pastor. 

· . MINISTERS REPORT ' 
• 

I 

Elder S. T. Birch-Served one church; traveled 
100 miles; preachEd 30 sermons; witnessed 6 con­
versions, and baptized 7. Received from Sugar Tree, 
$12.00; other sources $7.50. .Total 19.50. 

W. ')'. Sharp-Served one church, received $20.55. · 
D .. M. Holder-Traveled 905 miles; preached a 

total of 93 sermons; officiated at 8 funerals; at Stony ' 

Point, preached 23 sermons, received $77. 75; Grand­
view, 26 sermons, received $143.10; New Hope, 

. ' 

• 



preuched 17. sermons, received $36.00; Liberty, 
preaced 22 sermons, received $78.21; other places, 

.:...Preached 5 sermons, received $7. 75. · Tot.al $342.81. 
D. U . .Tones:__Served t\Vo churches; preached 67 

sermons; traveled 637 miles; witnessed 6 conversions; 
baptised 7; married 2 couples; received from Hope­
well, $60.45; Cedar Ridge, $49 63; ot,her sources. $4.50. 
Total $114.58. · · · 

G. W. ilfillhn-Solemnized several marriages; 
pre.tehed several. funerals; ~erved 4 churches; 
traveled 2,6:35 mites, necessary expenses· $80.00; re- · 

· ceived from Whitton $200.00; Bichwood $32.75; 
Warm Spriogs, $24.05; Kaufman, $50.4i:l. Total 
$307.25. . 

Wayne Tuclrer,-l'raveled 359 miles; preached 6! 
sermons; witnessed 11 conversions; restored 3: 
baptized 5; otticiated at 10 funerals; organized 1 
church and 1 Sund~y school; married. two couple<;; 

• 
pas to red 2 chumhes; received from Oak Grove, $26.12. 

·Denman, $9.02, other. sources, $7.75. Total $!3.19 .. 

OBITUARY 
We, the committee on Obituary beg leave to 

subruit the following as our report: 
We find that our kind and Omnipotent Father 

in His infinite wisdom has seen fit to call from our 
midst ! he following: 1 

• • - < -

From Denman, one--Bro. Don Me '\oi ullen. 
Old Jacl{SO!l, one-Sister Martha Williams. 
Eureka, three-Bro. Joseph Todd, and Sisters, 

Lucy Flannery a.nd Nancy Gates. 
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Grandview, two-Bros. Elmer· Duff and Wm. 
Cochran. 

Union, one_.:Guston Shelton.· 
Stony Point, fo·u-Sisr,ers. Inez GoUen, Sus1n 

Lee, Josle Hawkins and Annie Tee!. 
Twelve in ail. . ~ 

~- . 
t. ~-· . 

And we tender our heartfelt sympathies to the 
bereaved ones aiHi we pray that our great and kind · · 
Father may grant to r.hem .such consolations as 
may be to their wellfare. 

. ' 

II'aithfully submitted, 
·G. W. MILLION, 
. E. W. TUUKE&, 

- J. W. THARP . 

ASSOCIATIONAL LETTER 
We, the disciples of Christ, commonly !mown as 

' lfreewili Baptists, ·worshipping at ......................... .. 
send greetings to ministers, deacons and messen ers 
composi11g Social Band Association, when convened 
with ..................................................... ,.Church, very dear 
brethren, we anticipate with great joy the time when 

. . . 

we shall meet you again by Jetter and messenger. 
We send our beloved brothers to sit with you in 

your Godly deliberations, whom we pray you receive 
as worthy brothers with full power and authority to 
transact all legal business that may come before your 
holwrable body, for -the good of. our church and · 
Christianity in general, viz: Bro ..... -~---- ........ : ........... : 
The statement of our church is as follows: Received 

8 



by· experience, .. : .... ...... ; by letter, ... · .......... ; by rec-
ommendation, ............. ; re;:;tored, .............. ; dismissed_ 

, ....... '·- ..... ; exc\ uded, ............ ; died ............... . 
p;~ .... :. .. ..... We have electe(i Elder 

'······ • : .................... to the pastonal care of our 
or the ensuing vear; paid pastor, ........... . 

Moderator. 
-- -

Address .. · ............................ .................. · ................. . 

' Cieri•. 
. 

:\ dd ress .... .............. . ......................................... ~. 
' 

- · CONSTITUTION 
]. T~Jis Assoclatiou, \vhen properly organized, 

_,__ shall_ con~ist of a ~lodera.tor and a Clerk, who shall·· 
be chosen by the suffrage of the members present. 
The duty of tile Moderator shall be to keep the As­
sociation in order, state questions fairly and take the 
vote thereon; to have the liberty of speech as other --·--
members, providing hi'> seat be filled; to have no vote 
ul!less the Association be equally divided, in which . ' - -

case he shall have the deciding. The duty of the 
Cieri< shall be to keep a fair record of the proceed-.. - __ •.,--- -~ \-

- ·_. _ ings of. the Association- --
- ·_ - 2.: This Association shall be comp~scd of or-

d<i\ned ministers, deacons, licentiates, tdgether \vith 
1uesseugers duly chosen by the several churches in 
our union and sent to, represent them iu. this Asso-

- ~ - . 
ci~\tion, said messengers being members of some' 
church within this'Associat.ion, whom the members 
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judge best qualified for that purpose,. who, on pro-. 
ducing letters· certifying to their ·appointment, 
sl,all be entitled to seats. ····--·--

suC!-~----
· 3. In the letters from the severaf ,. ··ches ·· 

shall be expressed their respective number' , mem. 
bers in fellowship, and the number receiveu, dis· 
missed, excluded·and died since the sit.ting of. the 
last Association and day of church meeting. · 

4. No querv shall be received by the Ass..,cia­
tion from any church unless it has been aMed on in. 
said church and cannot be settled, in whieh case t.lJe 
Association shall take up same and act upon rt 

5. Ever.v church ·in_ the Association shall be 
. entitled to a represent'ttion of messengers, not, ex. 
ceeding theree. • · 

6. Every motion made and seconded shall be 
acted upon unless withdrawn bv the mover. · 

7. The Association shall not have the power to 
lord it over God's he rit.age so as to in fring-e on any 
of the internal rights of Ute churches; neyert,heless, 
we agree that t.he churches composir•Q' t' Is. Asso- .. 
elation shall stand in the same relation to Pach · • 
other in this Association that individuals. do· t-o .. ·· 
each· other In t.he churches; that ls to say, If a: . 

• church trespas<; ng-ainst a sister church, the church 
injured shall t.rv t.o reclaim them by Gospel st->ps; if 
they cannot, be rP~lalmed they shall .be drop!Jed 
from our uuiou. 
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\ We agree to dq all business· by a majority of 
··Jm bers present. · 

---'. Any church tllay be admitted into this Asso-
.... 

letter and messenger. If upon prope.r ex-
it is found to be orthodox and orderly, 

,uch on shall be manifested by· the Moder-
. ator giviug the right hand of ·fellowship to the 
· mes:>engers thereof. 

10. This Association shall have power to sit as 
an advisory council, to give churches all necessary 
advice ill matters of diificulty; to inquire into the ' . . 

cause why churches neglect to represent themselves 
in this Associa!Jion; to appoint any members, by and 
with his or their const>nt to transact any business 

' . • . # ' 

they ma) deem uecessary, to invite brethren in the. 
• • 

ministry to a seat with the Association; to adjourn 
· the Association at anv time and place that may be 
thought necessary; to exclude from his seat any 
member \vho shall not conform to the Rules of De- · 

.. 

. . 
c01·um, and shall report his or their conduct to the 
churches from which he or they were messengers . 

. 

ll. This Association possesses _appellate juris~ 

diction in all cases of difficulty that may arise in 
the churches. 

' .. 
12. The Lord's Supper shall be administered at 

each Annual Association. 
' 

·. 13. · Each Annua( Association shall be held on 
the 3rd Sunday in August . 
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ARTICLES OF FAITH 
· 1. We believe that the scriptures of. 

and New Testaments are the infallible wo . 

and the only safe rule . of• faith and pra" . ·~ 
Tim. 3:16-17. II Peter 1:20-21. 

. 2. That there is but one II ving and God, 
and in the God-head of divine essence, Father, Son 
aud Holy Ghost.-St. John 1:1; l .Tohn 5, 7. 

3. That we are fallen and depraved creatures, 
and cannot extricate OL\rsell·es from our fallen situ­
ation by any ability we possess by nature.-Romans 
R :": -20. 

4. Sal vat.ion, Regeneration. Sanctificn.Uon, .l us­
tification n.nd Redemption are by the life, · de:tth, 

·resurrection, ascension and intercessionof our Lord 
and SaviorJesus Chrisr .. -Heb. 9:24. Eph. 4:9. Rev. 
1-18 . . .· . . . . 

• 

5. We beliP,ye that he who shall endure to the· . . 

end the same shall be saved.--'-Matt.24:13'. Rev. 2:10, 
6. That the joys of the righteous and the pun- .. 

ishment of the wicked shall be eternaL-Matt. 25:46 . 
. . 7. We believe that bapt.ism, the Lord•s Supper 

and the washing of the saints' feet,· are ordinances/ . . . 
of Jesus Christ·appointed in the church and none. . . . 

·; but·t·rue Lelievers are proper subjects, and Ghat the 
only true mode of baptism is immersion.-Cn Bap­
w.m, Matt. 3:16; Rom. 6:4; Acts 8:38; Col. 2:12: The 
Supper, l\Iatt. 26:27; ~Iark 14;?2;Luke 22:19; I Oar. 
23:34. Washing of Feet, St. John 3:14 17; I Tim. 
5:10; I Peter 2:21. 
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\.We believe in thesanctity of the tirst day 
. yeek-or Lord's day-and it ought. to be ob­

;;;=::;;::::='nd spent in public or private ·worship of 
on it we .should abstain from our- worldly 

. .except in case of necessity or mercy.-Ex. 
t. 5:12; Matt. 12:12. . · 

belie\·e ill the resunectlon of the body, 
jusr, and the unjust, but every one in his 

ow ,,·order--those who have done good, to the resur-
- - , -

recti on or life; and those who have done evil, to the 
resurrection of damnation; and that God hath .ap­
poinl ed a day in which he will judge the world In' 

· rightem,sness by Jesus Christ.-St. John 5:28-29, , I 
Thes-4:16; Dan .. l2:2 .. 

· 10. That. it. is our dutr to be tender and afiec-. . 

tionate to one another aud to st,udy tlle. happiness 
of the people of God in general, and to be singly en­

. gaged to promote tlle honor and glory of God.-

• 

Galatians 6:10; IJ ohn 2-9. · 
11. We believe that Jesus Uhrist, by the grace 

of God, tasted death for every man, and that none 
can partake of his divine benefits only by repentence 
towards God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
(infants and idiots excepted, they being included 1 ll 
the covenant of God's grace.)-Acts 4:11, 10:43; Tim. 

· 2:5-6; St. John 3:14:17; l Cor. 12:~0-22; Rom. 5:13\, 
12. We believethn.t that the Lord Jesus Christ 

is the door i'nto the. church; and that baptism is a 
duty in answer to a good conscience.-St. Joh_n 10:7 . 

13. We believe that the Lord's people are one 
· in Him, therefore should be one at His table.-I 
Cor. 12:13; St. John15:11-21-22; Matt. 16:26-28 .. .. 
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RULES OF DECORUM 

' 

1. The Association, when convened, 
openedand closed by singing and prayer. 

2. Only on€ person shall speak at a 
shall rise to his feet and address the me 

3. The person thus speaking shall n 
rupted in speech, except by the Moderator, he 
gets through; nor shall the Moderator intet-rupt 
him unless he bre.ak order. 

4. The person speaking shall. adhere to the 
quest.ion and shall in .no wise cast personal reflec­
tion on any person who·ma:y have spoken before him. 

5, No per·son shall speak more than three times 
on the same subject without leave of· the Associa­
tion, 

6. No member shall laugh or whisper in time 
of public speech. 

· 7. .Members shall address· each other by the 
appellations of brother or brethren . 

• 

.-~----,0.. -· 

· . 8. No member of this Associat.ion shall absent . · · 
himself when the Association is sitting in confer-

. ' 

ence without leave of the l\Ioderator. 
9 .. The names of the members· of the Associa­

tion shall be enrolled and called as often as Lhe ·As-
- sociation thinks necessary. -

· 10. No member shall speak longer than. fifteen 
mi"nutes at any one time without leave of the As-

. ' . . socia tion, 
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Eureka 
Old .lackson 
Prevltts Chapel 
l'ieasant Valley 
Denman ' 
Hopewell . 

· Cedar Hidge 
\Varm S pr1n lS 
Rugar Tree 
Love Divine 
Zion Hill 
Union 

• 

Stony Point 
Oak Grove 
Liberty 

. ' 0 

! 

J 

• 
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DIREO'.rOI~Y 

' . l'.\STOl' 

IV. T. Shoffitt 
IV. T. Sharp 
Eld Newberry 
W. T. Sharp 
E. N. Tucker 
D. C. Jones 
D. C. Jones 
Eld. Witcher 
II. u. Jones 
G. W. Million 
N0 !)astor 
IV. T. Sharp 
D. lll. Holder. 
lC. \V. ·rucker 
11. M. Ilo!d!lr 

• 

• 

CLF.taC AND POSTOFl<'IOLC 
' 

Myrtle :ihivman, O'Kean. Ark. 
Sam ~anger, Imboden, Ark. 
Lour,e Tolson . . · 

.T. IV. Wells, l{aven ien Spring;. Ark. 
Walter Eveland, Delavlalne, A ric 
Iva Lee. Ttesno, Ark. 
E. Cox, Re.vno, Ark 
•V. P. Curtis, Warm Spring8, Ark. 
l\!attle Hopper 
~largie Edwards. Al!~ia Ark. 
l'erry Kmcade, Pocatwntas, Ark. 
tJ. L .. Wckey, O.Kean. Ark. . 
A, u. p .. ndergrass, Elevenpoints, A1·k. 
Gust!\ Tucker, c each Orchard, Ar·k. 
,J. E. lUgg.;, Delaplaine. Ark. 

• 

' 
' ' ; ' I 
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