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MINUTES
 SIXTY.NINTH ANNUAL SES SION

OF THE -

‘SOCIAL BAND ASSOCIATION

FREE WILL BAPTISTS .

' HELD WITH

Okean Chureh, Okeéin; Arkansa_s.

 OFFICERS

Moderator 'Eld Ralph Staten POCahonfas 'Aﬂx.'_
Ass’t, Mod.  Eld. L. T. Smith R.], B 4171, Osceola Ark,

Clerk Eld. . D. C. Jones Portia, Ark.

Evangelist Eld. D. C. Jones Portla, Arlx.'

The next annual session of the association will convene

with the Pirtle chureh, Peach Orehard Clay Counts,-

Arkansas, beginning Thur sday evening before the thn d
Bunday in September 1944, | |

The introductory sermon will be dellvered by the

pastor of the church; In his absenee by the moderator or

his “alhnﬂ' on some one,

F‘ree Will Baptist Gem, 211_Bdnd St., Monett, Missouri
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A LET'IER I'OIM TO BE USED AS A GUIDE HOR
LOGAL CHURCH AND‘ DISTRIOT fi 3OCIATLCT*|

_--To the ....ivereriinnnn.. .. Association of Free Will Baptists:
_We, the ..%............. Church of Free Will Baptists met on
_ ,19, and selected .............. .o

. to'reprecent us in your

lllllllll « & B ® K & & 3 » B ¥ & * & & 3 & & & K ¥ + ¥ & b * B @

Lo ;101*ab1e body whlch co_wenes with ....... et eaeee e
church, on .............. . 19. .. Bidding you Ged’s Speed in

“all your labor for advancement ef_the'cause of Christ and His

Kingdom. Cur church is composed of ....deacons,....ministers,

membership: males......females......total......... Members

1cce1ved durmg the year: baptism... _. .., recommendation......,
by letter ...... The churchee le'es 111 member hip: dizmissed

by letter ...... eheluded.. ...... d1ed. ce.....Name azd ed

diress of mmwters Ce et

_Names OFf AEACOMS < vuvveeeaaennnsnonsneseneuencneaionenasnn
Sanday School, yes no ...., kind of literature used........

\

cevae ......, condition ‘............,.... average attendaace

[ f

tota] mem erShlp I T I S 'I League: YGS. - . v
Cl e e _

% % = 4 & & F & % 9

ne..:...._..,' president.....l..............L..........., secretary
| . total” memlership .........., Families

' takine chufch paper ........ Pastor ...e.ieeninen.n. e
Csermons preached el ..., salary '$ .+vves.. Cwn church
buﬂdmg e, value of chuich preperty Qoo .. ...y When |

elgaHZed Cesean cee DY WHO weeiiiii

hIOderator -.nno.'----tp'Jafto------oer'o-e-eiunonvr-n.'-nr
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' PROCEEDINGS

The ministers, deacons, and messengers composing that
part of the Chm ch of God commonly known as Free Will

Baptist met in its sixty-ninth annual session with the'"-
- Okean ehur(,h Okean Arkansas, September 16, 1943.

THURSDAY NIGHT SERVICE

Opened by singing.
Prayer by Eld. Clarenee Ussery,
Devotional by Eld. L. J. Smith, .

Introductory Sermon by Eld. Ralph Stateu -Te_xt,"
Acts 1:8. Theme, How to oet power for God, Church,

and Associafion.
Benedletlon by Eld G W. Seott Jr.

TBIDAY MORNING SDSSION

Opened with singing,

- Prayer by Eld. A. L. Campbell.

Seripture lesson, Acts 15;1-12,
Eld. D, C. Jones appointed clerk pro tem.
- Welcome address by Eld. E. W, Tueker
Response by Eld. Clarence Ussery. .
- Appointment of chairman of the several eommlttees

J

Obituary — Eld. A. L. Campbell :
Presbytery D C. dJ ones, R. S. Shllton and \V C.
Porsx th. |

Sunday S(,hool and Ledgue—-Dld I R. Gates
Non-Reple%ented Churches — Eld. L. J. Smith.
Statistical — Bro. W. S. White,

Petitionary — Eld. W. C. Laker.

Request — Eld. R. S. Shelton. |

- Enrollment — Eld. E. W. Tucker.

‘Divine — Elie Haynes. |
Tempemnee—-—i_;ld I. R. Gates L'ld D, C Jones and

Finance — Bro. Orv1lle Cox.
Resolutions — Eld. J. J. Colbert.

Call for church letters. The following were present |
" Sugar Tree Grove, Grandview, Po_eahentas Pirtle, White

Oak, Poplar Valley, Alice Brooks Stony IPoint, Okean

Constant Chapel, Carson Lake Pruett Chapel, and Neu o

Covenant.
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~ Call for corresponding letters. 2 received: :
“Union — Eld. G. W. Scott Jr., le Clarenee Ussery
and Eld. W. W. Mishler.
Cave Sprluﬂs——-—Eld Billie Rog gers, _.ld Dale \Vllhams,
-and Bro. Ramond Williams., |
The delegates received and Seated in council.
Election of officers as follows:; Moderator, Iyld Ralph

Staten Pocahontas, Ark.; Asamtdnt Moderator, Eld. 1. J.
Sm1th OSﬁeola Ark Clexk Eld D. C Jones Portla Ark

F‘RIDAY ELEVEN O’OLOCK | SERVICE«- :

Opened by singing. - - -
Prayer by Eld. W. C. Lakey. - L
Sermon by Ild. L. J. Smith, Te\t Matt, 16 :20,

Services centinued by Eld. Billie Rogers.

- Meeting closed with a good inspirational serwce
‘Benediction by Eld. W. W, Mlshler

Adjourned to meet at 2 p.m,

I‘RIDAY AFTDRNOO\T S_;SSION

Opened by singing.
Prayer by Eld. J. J. Colbert,.
-Report of committees. -

. emdna. o £ dln S e TS - .. .
. - - . —_-
I o s L i RO TR, et T e B

FRIDAY AFTERNOON THREE 0’CLOCK SERVICE

bermon by Eld. Dale Williams. Text Heb. '4th chapter.
Theme, “Come boldly to the throne of Grace.’
_-Servwes continued by Eld. R. S. Shelton.
Prayer by Bro. IFinis Johnson. |
Benediction by Eld. Thurman Johnson.
The association was made sad by the serious illness
of Eld. G. W. Scott Jr., who had to leave for home.

Adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock Saturday morning.

FRIDAY NIGHT SERVICE
Opened at 8 o’clock by singing, |
Prayer by Eld. Ralph Staten.
Devotional by Eld. E. W, Tucker.
Prayer by Ralph Owens and _J].d R "S. Shelton

Short talk by Eld. J. J. Colbert. -
Sermon by _Jld I. R. Gates. Text, Rev. 20: 110
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| - SATURDAY MORNING SESSION
Opened by singing:.

Prayer by Eld. I. R. Gates

Moderator read rules of order. | o
| - Call for tardy letters, 1 received, Rickey Chapel ~

on the minutes again.

| Motion carried that we be repr esented 111 Cave SpI‘lll“‘S
| Association by letter and delegates Eld. E. W. Tucker,

Eld. A. L. Campbell, Eld, 1. R. Gates and W1fe

any ones name later who could go.

~ Association by letter and delegates, Sisters Floy Gates,

Veral Jones,

else call f01 it to with draw thls request

SATURDAY ELEVEN O’CLOCL SERVlC}_u |
- Memorial Serwce S )

‘Opened by singing. |

Prayer by Eld. Bllhe Rogers. -

Message delivered by Eld.. E. W. Tucker. Lesson,
1 Cor, 15:12-14, 18-58. Text Rev. 14:13. |

Services continued by Eld. D. C. Jones "
Benediction by Eld. W. C. Lakey.

Ad;jomned_ until Saturday aftelnoon

SATURDAY AI"TERNOON SESSION
Opened by singing.
Prayer by Eld. J. J. Colbert | .
Call for tardy letters. 1 received, New Bethel |
Motion carried that the church Where ‘the next Asso-
~clation meets prepare a young peoples program:

Eld. D. C. Jones was elected evangehst for next }ear ' .
Report of Home Missions,

2 T T g PP gt i el by ey — -

memorial sermon.
Pirtle Church, Pe aeh Orchard Arkansas u as selected
for the next assoelatlon | - -
.

- )

Motion carried that our old mnusters names be plaeedn'~

Motion carried that we be represented in Union As-.
sociation by letter and the clerk was instructed to 1nse1t_

 Motion carried that we be represented in the State
Birdie Kirk, Marv Staten and Bros W. S. W}ute and'

Motion carried we instrict the delegates to eall for
the next State Association, but should there be an} one

Eld. R, S. Shelton was elected to preaeh the next
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Presbs tery was asked to investigate the character of
Eld. E. E. Winfree and report at -the next quarter]v

meetmg -
-~ Eld. L. J. Smith was selected to fill the phee of Eld.
| W' C. Forsyth on the Presbytery for the present tnne

SATURDAY A“TE-RNOON 3 O’CLOCK SERVICE
Opened by smmging. | |
Prayer by Eld. L. J. Smith.

Message from John 4:24 and Psalm 133 :1 delivered by
Eld. A. L. Campbell. Theme, ‘“Worship God in Spirit
and m Truth.”’ - o

j Closed with good service.

SATURDAY NIGHT SERVICE

Opened bv sIinging.
Praver bv Bro. Jeseie Larison. o
Offering of $102 00 reeelved for Eld. W. C. Forsyth,

who was 1ll,

Message delivered bv Eld. Thurman Johnson usmﬂ'
John 3:1-13 for the seripture. Theme, ‘‘New ]311'1:11

" Service.continued by Eld. 1. J. Smlth
Prayer by Eld. E. W. Tucker.

Closed with a good service. .
Benediction by Eld. A L. Campbell

Ld
p

\ | SUNDAY \IORNJNG SERVI C]

- Opened by smgmﬂ
Praver by Bro. E. L. Jones. |
Young Peoples’ League gave good program.

SUNDAY MORNING ELEVEN O’CLOCK SERVICE

‘Opened by simging. - -

Ordination prayer by L. J. Smith for two deacons,

Message delivered by Eld. W. C. Lakey from James
4th chapter, Theme, ‘‘Them who did hinder.”’

Service continued by Eld. E. W. Tucker,

Closed with good, inspirational service.

‘Benediction by Bro L. W. Hodge.

Motion carried we adjourn to meet with Pirtle Chureh
Peach Orchard, Arkansas, on Thursday mght before the
thlrd Smlda} n September 1944,

- | | | _-b/
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SUNDAY AFTDRNOON SERVICE

Opened b3 singing,
Prayer by Eld. Bennie Harding.

The moderator and assistant belng absent the elerkx

was 1 charge,

Divine Service Commlttee reported Eld. D C. Jones
was to bring the message. |

Eld. Jones used for hlS text John 14 6 Theme ”The
Lord’s Supper.”

Several participated in the service that concluded
another harmonlous session. |

Eld. Ralph Staten, Moderator.
Eld. D. C. Jones Clerk.

- MIN ISTER S REP ORTS -

L J SMITH—-—Pastored 1 church Carson Lake; 'p'r-eached '15

sermons; witnessed 9 conversions; baptized 8; received $15.00;
conducted 1 revival, at Dress, Ark.;received $18.00: held sev-
~eral funerals; married 10 couples:; total pay $33.00. |

"E. W. TUCKER — Pastored 1 church, Sugar Tree Grove;.19 |
sermons; received $121.01; held 3 revivals, at Sugar Tree Grove,

Pinie, Mo., preached 12 sermons, 6 conversions, received $35.00,

~ at Myrtle, Mo., 13 sermons, 11 conversions, received $49.55, at
- Johnson Chapel, 9 sermons, received $26.90: other places 15
sermons; treceived $18.66; travelled_ 1865 miles; held 5 funerals;

married l_cotple; received in all $250 92.

THURMAN JOHNSON — Preached 70. sermons; witnessed 26
conversions; baptized 18; received $90.21. | o

R. 8. SHELTON — Pastored 3 churches;at Cash Hall, 30
celmons travelled <26 miles, witnessed 14 conversions, baptized

1, received into fellowshlp 12, received $165 45; at Alice Bmoks

1% sermons, travclled 230 miles, witnessed 14 conver‘smnq bap-

tized 7, received into feHOWShlp 8, received $68.61; .at Rickey.

Chapel 14 qermona, travelled 56 miles, received into fellowshlp
1, received $15.356: preached 63 sermons; travelled 816 miles;
witnessed 28 conversions: baptlzed 14; held 7 funeralg, marrled
~ 9 couples; received $249 41 | . C. |
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ifr - W. C. LAKEY — Pastored 1 church;  assisted in 3 revivals;
!J witnessed 29 conversions; received inio church fellowship 14;
?;r:' 11 funerals; nialfried 15 ccuples; and. preached at Whittaker,
fi; - Fontaine, Walnut Corner and White Oak. -

.JESS LARISON — Held 1 revival; witnessed 4 conversions;
received $14.02, | | |

A L. CAMPBELL — Pastored 2 churches regular, Sutton and
Whlte Oak; preached 14 sermons at Sutton, received $35.25; at
White Oak preached 14 sermons, received $63.18; at other places
preached 78 sermons; received $§50.00, witnessed 41 conver-
sioné;-_total sermons preached 106; total amount recéived $648.43,

RALPH STATEN — Served' as pastor of 3 churches, namely:
‘Pocahontas, half time; Odean and ‘Grandview; at Pocahontas
‘preached 47 sermons '(.includling' revival), received $175.00, 6
conversions, baptized 5; at.Okean, preached 52 sermons (in-

lt cluding revival), received $152.50, witnessed 3 conversions,
IR Laptlzed 3: at Grandview, preached 8 sermons, received $24.55;
SR 6 other revivals:. at Mt. Grove, Mo., preached 14 sermons, wit-
. ;

nessed 6 conversions, received $72.05; at Hancock school house

No. 1, 4 sermons, 1 conversion, received $6.50; at Warm Springs,

¢ sermons, 8 conversions, received $6.80; Toccopola, Miss, 10

sermons, 16 conversions, 3 transfers of membership, received_
$48.00;Gauley, Miss., 9 sermons, received $36.00;Mountain Home,

$ sermons, received $53.00; 29 radio talks; 13 sermons other

places; 12 funerals; 1 wedding; Edited The Free Will Baptist

Landmark; total sermons 201; total receipts $577.65.
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A | W. C. FCRSYTH — Pastored New Harmony part time, Pleasant
it ., View Church regular, once a month at Alice Brooks Church,
il part time at Johnson school houge; 1 conversion; baptlzed 25;
K. | total SErmons 84, 1"ecelved $286.67.
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D C JONES—Pleached at 16 dlﬂferent places 85 sermons;
travelled 1831 miles; 14 conversions; assisted in bringing in
one church 6 funerals; 3 Weddlngs 3 revivals: at Evenlnh
Star, 13 smmona, recewed $27 50, at Foplar Valley, 16 sermons,
3 conver_slons received $24.42, at Ca.rson Lake, 18 sermons, 9
ébnvgl*Sions,' received $64.63; other places, 38 sermons; 2 con-
versions; received $216.73; received as evangelist $105.24.

FeoL rrae———

| D J. J. CALBERT — Have not' done much the past 3 years but -
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have not forgot God and would like my name be placed back
on the 11111111te¢ of the Association.

IRA GATES — Pastored 2 churches; at Hcpedéll haif time,
82 sermons,; baptized 1, received into fellowship 11, received

$192.45; at Pirtle, 70 sermons, haptized 1 received into fellow-
ship 1, received $105.06; at other places, 20 sermons, received

$52.50, 2 funerals, 2 malrlages total 172 sermons; total receipts
Sp’49 $0. "

C'OMMITTEE REPORTS

' ABSENT CHURCHES — We, your Committee on Absent
Churches, submit the following report:

We have found by investigation the following churches failed

to report by letter or delegation: New Harmony, Bryant Chapel

Warm Sp’ring‘s, New Hope, Clear Lake, Hopewell, and Skaggs. B
Of absent ministers: W. F. Vickery, Broken Arrow, Oklahoma;

W. C. Forsyth, Hoxie, -Arkansas very ill; R. F. Forrester, Walnut

‘Ridge, Arkansas; W. T. Shoffit, Deleplaine, Arkansas; Charles .

Staten, Pocahontas, Arkansas, attending school; G, W. Million,
Pocahontas, Arkansas; Geo, W. Weeks, HoXxie, Arkansas; C. L,

'Kildow, Hoxie, Arkansas; Henry Pauley, Beech Grove, in the

-~ Army.
o ‘Floy Gates
Committee Inez Campbell
L. J. Smith

- TEMPERANCE — We, your Committee on Temperance, sub-
- mit the following report: . | | '
Reahzmg since the 1epea1 of the elghteenth amendment that
the Dewl is putting up a stlong ﬁght with 1ntcx1cat1ng drinks
to seduce Christians, we urge all Christians to stand for tem-
perance. We urge our pastors an_d lay members to abstain from

places that endorse the liquor. traffic by selling intoxicating

- beverages. We urge all to use their 1nﬂuence and vctes to sub-
| _due the enemy of 0&‘1 morale standards.
| Ira Gates
Ccmmittee . D. C. Jones
o - Everett Teel

‘SUNDAY SCHOOL AND LEAGUE — We, the Sunday Schcol_
and League Coumittee, give the followmg report:

We find in all the chulches replesented thlrteen Sunday
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| 1 schools and one League; all und’ty schools in fair condition
'r __ " using Free Will Baptist literature. We recommend that the
1 l , chur ches put forth more effort organizing more Leagues for the
1 lF i advancement ot the cauce of Christ. | |
IR Elois Smith |
l; . Committee Nina Bennett |
| ' L I. R Gates ;
IRl - [
Lot ~OBITUARY — We, the Obituary Committee, find that our |
F | '- _ki_nd_ Father in heaven has seen fit to call from our midst the |
1 I} following: Bro, C. C. Crosson, Bro. John Gates, Bro. John 3
F jiﬂ Karsinger, Sister Lillie Buckhanan, Bro. Buck . Buckhanan, Bro. ;
} i Joe Branson, and Sister Frankie Pride, |
y l - | A. L, Campbell :
IR Committee Mary Wheeler
IR E| Flo Fowler
el RESOLUTIONS — Be it Resolved, That all ministers give a
! |’Jh | N definite answer at the association on Saturday morning as to
| L : what churches they are going to accept as pastoral care for the
1SRN E ensulng year.’ '
e ' '
Aot Committee J. J. Colber
{1, W. C. Lakey
RN ‘ ! |
1 }1 S |
E R - RESOLUTION GF THANKS —
§1 : We, the Resolution Committee, extend to the Okean church
1! and comm_unity our sincere thanks and appreciation for-'the
FR | hosp:tality and kindness they manifested during our stay with
Jif . them. We bid them God’s speed in their labor for cause of.
| ;“ | Christ and His kingdom. | :
1 izll - Committec * J. J. Colbert
FE W. C, Lakey
!’7‘ HCME MISSION BOARD — We, the Home Mission Boérja,
A l‘ : submit the following report:
:| | " Tor the first quarter we received from the following churches:
Eaglin Focahontas, $19.44; Okean, $11 45: Hopewell, $10.00;Pirtle, $4.12,
BRI Total $45 01. - |
§ ' For the second quarter we received: Pocahontas, $10.94;
‘ Okean, $9.00; Grandview, $5.00; Pirtle, §1.07. Total $26.01. |
IRIEIR - Paid- $13.00 to Bro. D. C, Jones, evangelist.
| Amount left in treasury  $13 0l.
; i ; We 1ecommend that the sum of $45.01, balance of first quarter,
IRGLE —10—
| ; !_. Elllr.; {: - .



be divided as follows: $5.00 for local minutes: $10.00 for Bro.
W. C. FOlbyth end tlle remalnder ef $30.01 be plaeed in the
tleasmy | -
Balance to date of September 18 is $43 01.
- R. S. Shelton
Members - of Board Ralph Staten
D. C. Jones
I. R, Gates, sec.-treas.

FINANCE — We, your Committee on Finan_ee,- submit the
following report: | | S

Local  State - Clerk
- Minutes Minutes - Hire
Sugar T1 ee Grove .......... $2.00.......... $1.00..........% .50
Grandview ...........oeuuns 2.00.......... 1.00,......... .50 .
Focahontas ................ 2.00.......... 1.00.......... 50 |
Pirtle ...iveiiiiniinnnn., 210.......... 2.00.......... 50
White Oak ........... U 200, .. oL, S 1
Poplar Valley ......%....... 2.00...... .. 2.00...... co.. 50
Alice Brooks ........v.veec. 2.00.......... 1.00......... . 1.00
Stony Point ........ e L 200,00, 1.00.......... .50
Okean .......... e 2.00.......... 1.00..0.uv.. .. .50
Constant Chapel ............ 200, ... ..... 1.00.......... 50
Prrett Chapel .............. 200......... L 100....... ... .50
New Covenant .............. 2.00......... L 100,000, B0
Carson Lake ..... e 2.00........ L1000, .50
Rickey Chave! .............. 200, ... e e e e 1.50
New Bethel ........... e 2.00.......... 1.00.......... 50
Home M issio_n Fund ........ D0 s it e et bt sees
. $35.10 . $15.00 o $9.00

Note — Stony Point gave $.50 and Carson Lake gave $3 00 for

" the tent fund.

Or Vllle Cop
Commlttee W. S. Knight |

D. C, Jones
MINISTER'S ENROLLMENT
D. C. Jones ........ P v.v...... Portia, Arkansas .
Ira Gates ...... ettt Peach Orchard, Arkansas
‘E W..Tucker .......cciivviuenn.. .. Peach Orchard, Arkansas
\V F. Vzckery Ceesarevenae fieeeenses Broken Arrow, Oklahoma
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- Ralph- Staten

W. C. orsyth
‘R. 8. Shelton ........

Arkansas
Arl{anﬁag

Hoxie,'
veaeesvesanss. Okean,
..... feeeesnsieaeasressss. Pocahontas,
Walnut Ridge,

''''''''' 4 d & § ¢ % & » 4 ¥ B 5 B W & 8 B F ¥ B

B. F. Forrestor

W. T. Shoffitt ...... et e s et .... Deleplaine, Arkansas
“Charles Staten ...... P Pocahontas, Arkansas
G. W. Million ............ e e ..... Pocahontas, Arkansas

Thurman JORDSON ..........oo.... cesese... Success, Arkansas

A. L. Campbell Pocahontas,

Arkansas
Arkansas |

Arkansas

J. J. Colbert ........ e, e ........ Unknown
Geo V. Weeks ..., e Hoxie, Arkansas
C. M. Kildow ....evvueeenn.. +Veeewievs...... Hoxie, Arkansas

Henry Pauley

Beech Grove,

Arkansas

L. J. Smith e .-R. No. 3, Box 471, Oceola, Arkansas
W. C.. Lakey ........ e “iieeniese... Sedgwick, Arkansas

DEACON’S ENROLLMENT

'Alice'Brooksr-— Marvin Riggs and I. C, Staten.
New Harmony — E. W. Cox and W. H_ Clay.
Grandview — H. C. Jolly and E. L. Jones.
‘Warm Snrings — J. C. King. | |
Rickey Chdpel—E_ Swift,” H. Martin, and Henry Russel.
Pirtle — Wiley Ricker Irvin Clark, and Carl High,
Pruett Chapel — G. 'W. Dale and Orville CoxX.

Okean —J. O. Martin,

Hopewell — C. F. Jones and Ambrose Cavener
Mcran — D. W, McNutt, C. M. Holder and Elvin McGhee.
New Bethel — Ben Seamon and leam VVhlte |

Iwew Hope — Horace Bates.

Ltony Point — Dan Kirk and A G Pendegraas

Pleasant View — Sular Camp.

- White. Oak — Will Manus, Tom Bennett, ‘and J. D. McKmey.
Pocahontas — Will S. White and Luther Crays, |
- Constant Chapel-——lee Mitchell and Horace Penny.

Ponlar Valley — W. S. Knight.

DELEGATES TO THE ASSOCIATIO-N

Pirtle — Sistersg Floy Gates,” Nannie Moler, and Vlrglma Gates.
- Constant Chapel—-——-Beaulah Allen.

Alice Brooks — Inez Camphell, Ula Reed, and Gelaldme Haynes.
Stonv Pomt— Letter.
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White Oak — Pearl Bennett. -

Pluett Chapel——deald Bibb and Alma Price.

Carzon Lake — Elois Smith.

Pocahontas — Letter. _
Grandview — Vernell Duli, C R. Crawford, and Ila Fowler.
Poplar Valley— W. S. Knight and 1. W. Hodge.

Sugar Tree Grove — Manda Wheeler

Okean — Klic Haynes, H. Rickey, and Lillie Shelton.

New Covenant——Mr. and Mrs.-J. T. Holland.'

Rickey Chapel — Jessie Larison and Sister Lansen
New Bethel — Letter.

CONSTITUTION

1. This Association, when properly organized, sk all consist

ot a moderator and a clerk, who shall be chosen by the suifer age . ;

of tke members present. The duty of the moderator shall be
. to keep the Association in crder, state questions fairly and take

the vote thereon; to have the liberty of opeech as other mern-

- bers, prowdmg his seat to be filled; to have no vote unless the

Association be equally divided, in which case he shall have the

deciding vote. The duty of the clerk shall be to keep a fair
record of the proceedings of the Assecmtmn

2, The Asseelatmn shall be cemposed of ordained m1n1ste1e
‘deacons, and licentiates, together with the messengers duly
clitosen by the several churches in our union and sent to repre-
sent them in this Association, said-messengers being members

of some church within this Association, whom the members

judge best qualitied for the purpose, who, on producing letters
certifying to their anpointment, shall be entitled to qeats

2

- 3. In the Iettexs from the several churches shall be eXpressed -
their respective number of members in fellowship, and the num--
ber received, dismissed, excluded or died since the last '_sitting-

of the Association, and day of church meeting.

4. No ouery shall be received by the Association from ftny
church unless it has been acted on in said church and cannot be

settied, in which case the Assoclation shall take up same and
aet upon it,

5. Every church in the Assoelatlon shall be entitled to a

reprezentation of messengers not exceedlng three.

6. Every motion made and seeonded shall . be acted upon
unless withdrawn by the mover. |

7. The As“ematlon shall net have the power to IOId 1t over
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|; ! God's heritage so as to infringe on any of the internal rights of

the 'ehurehes nevertheless We agree that the churches cCompos-
- ing the AnSO”l‘dtIOH shall stand in the same relationship to each

lother in this Aeseelatmn ‘that individuals do to each other in

the .church, that is to say, if a church trespasa against a sister

church the church injured shall try to reclaim them by Gospel

steps; if they cannot be reclalmed they shall be dropped from
- our unijon. *

‘8. We agree te do all business by 2 majority of all the mem-
bers preeent |

9. Any church may be admitted into this Association by let-
ter and messengers. If upon examination it is found to be ortho-
dox and orderly, such admission shall be manifested by the
-moderator giving the 1*1ght hand of fellowslnp to the messengers
thereof.

10. This Association shall have power to sit as an advisory
council, to’ give churches all necessary advice in matters of
difficulty; to inquire into the cause why churches. neglect to
represent themselves in this Association; to appoint any mem-
bers, by and with his or her consent to transact any business
‘they may deem necessary; to invite brethern in the ministry
to a seat with the Association; to ‘adjourn the -Association at
~any time and place that may be thought necessary; to exclude
from his seat any member who does not conform to the Rules
of Cecorum, and shall report his or their conduct to the churches
frem Whlch he or they were messengers,

. . L]
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11. The Aszociation possesses appellate jurisdiction in all
cases of dlfflt,ulty', that may arise in the churches. - |

e e
L NE - - .-
= Ty L. -

12, The Lord’s Supper shall be admlmsteled at each annua.l
.eessmn of the Association.

T EDL . ATl e oy
Za ¥ ST

1 o o - 13, Each Annual Association shall be held on the third Snn-

J o day in August. | |

4 RULES OF ORDER

i 1. At every sitting of the Association, business shall be
Spill . opened and concluded with a prayer.
" | 2. Those who speak shall rise, address the Moderater and -
personal reflections shall be avoided. . |

3. All motions made and seconded shall be open for discus-
| | sion, but debate may be shut off at any time by a majority of
' 0 1 - | the members of the Association.

o

g
PP TR A - R 2. S -]

. 1




e T O ey S, =y ey

T i b T g,

: ‘

4. If any proposition or motion under debate centams twe‘
or more points, it shall be divided at the request of any member
and the vote taken separately, _‘ '

5. Motions made and lost shall not be recorded on the Mm-

- utes, unless so ordered at the time.

6. No ohe shall speak more than once on ' the same subJeef
without special leave from the bedy

-~

(. All queztions shall be dec::ded by a majority of the mem-
hels present. | |
8. No member shall ebeent lnmself Wlthout Ieave ef the Mod-
erator. | | - |

9. Arrangements shall be made so as to insure twe sermons
cr other devotional exercises equivalent thereto in.addition ‘to
the business session each day, and the Moderator announce at
the adjournment of each busmess session who is to have eharge .
of saild service. L |

10. Alterations may be made in these rules at any regule.r .

- meetmbs of the Assemat on.

e

ARTICLES OF FAITH -

1. GOD. We believe in one true and living, Trlune God;
composed of the Father, Scn and Holy Spirit, equal in dwme'
Essence, Purpose, Power and Glery ~—5t. John 1 1; 1 Cor. 8 6.
St. John 10: 30. | - . - -

2. CHRIST. We belleve that Jesus Christ is the dlvine ben
of God. Was with the Father and the Holy Spirit at the time
of the Crcation, left the Co''rts of . Heaven and came to this exrth.
Took upon Himself the form of humanity, sin excepted, by being

-born of the Virgin Mary, manifested His powr™, wds crucified,

placed in Joseph’s tomb, rose from the dead ‘the third day,
completed the great plan of salvation, walked and talked with

His disciples, pubhcly ascended up to Heoaven, and fhat e will o

descend again fo a~ther His jewels home.—Isaiah 9:6: St. John
1:14; Luke 1:26-28; Matt. 14: 13-21; Mark 16 _9-19 L_uke 24;
50:53; Acts 1:9-12; Mark 15:22-47. |

3. HOLY SPIRIT. We believe that the Holy Spult has vis-
ited true believe's in all ages, and especially since the ascension
of the SON back to the Father, and His coming on,the day of
Pentecost. Has taken up His office work among all nations of

‘pecple, as a- Divine Reprover, Comforier and Guide. —Judges
. 6:34; 11:29; St. John 16:8-14: Isaiah 63:10- 123 Epheemns 4 30 -

Acis 8:17-20; Ezek. 36:27; Joel 2:28; o o
4. 'THE BIBLE. We peiieve the Blble whirh is comnosed of

‘the Scriptures of the Old and New Testements was given by

I_nsplratlen of God, is our way -bill from earth to heaven, and

.__15..___
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~ the only infallible rule of faith and practice.—2 Peter 1:19-21;
2 Tim. 3:14-17; Daniel 10:21; Acts 1:16-17; Matt. 21:42.

5. THE FALL OF MAN. We believe that GOD created man
good, gave him a just law by which he should be governed;
with promise of reward for faithfulness and with penalties of
punishment for disobedience. Gave man power of free moral
agency to choose the right and reject the wrong. But our first
parenis heeded the voice of the great enemy of souls, voluntar-
ily transgressed the law of GOD, fell, with their posterity,
under the just penalty of the same, and were unable of their
own power to exiricate or save themselves from the great di-

~lemma into which they had fallen. God gave them the hope
~ of salvation through the coming CHRIST.—Gen. 1:27; 2:16-17,
Psalms 51:5, Gen. 3; Gen. 6:5; Rom. 5:12-19; John 3:6; Eph. 2:3.

6. REDEMBTION, SALVATION, ADOPTION. We bzlieve
that Jesus Christ by His birth, death, burial, resurrection and
ascension paid. the purchase price for the redemption of th=

- -whole human race, arranged a pardon for all who come upon
"~ Gospel terms; and a law of adoption into the Kingdom of Heav- -~
en. and an eternal inheritance in'‘o the glorified Kingdom albove.
—Heb. 9:12; Gal. 3:13; 4:4-5; Titus 2:14; Heb. 1:4; St. John
. 3:16; Isalah 15:22,

7. CONDITIONS OF SALVATION We beheve that all per-
S0NS, d_ylng in mfancy and all idiots are saved by the atoning
merits of the Son of God without any act on their<part; that
persoils coming to the years of accountability, transgressing the ;
law of God, must upon their part, exercise faith in Jesus Christ |
through repentance toward God, at the completion of which ;
patrdon takes place in the mind of the Father and by the Holy E‘
- Spirit they pass through the ordeal of regeneration, are. washed
in-the blood of the Lamb and are planted in - the Kingdom of
Christ.—John 3rd chapter; Matt. 19:13-22; I Cor. 7:10; Luke
18 16]7 St. John 4:11-16; Psa,lms 98:3. _ o 7

8. SALVATION FREE. We believe that God desires the o
'salvatlon of all; Christ died fer all: the Gospel invites allj |
the Holy Spirit strives with all: and Whoseever will may come o
and be saved upon the terms of the Gospel. ——-1 Peter 1: 925

209 25 Revelation 22:17. o

9. BAPTISM. We believe that Chrlstlan baptlsm is the im- ¢
“mersion of believers in water, in the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, in which are represented the burial {
and resurrection of Christ; also represents our death to sin, :
‘and only those who have come under the presbytery of the elders o
are qualified to adminicster the same.—Matt. 3:14-16; 3:5-0;
1 Peter 3:21; St.. John 3:23; Acts 10:47; Matt. 28:19.

10. COMMUNION ‘AND FEET WASHING. We believe that | ;
the Lord’s Supper and the washing of the saints’ feet are ordi
‘nanceg of the Gospel of Christ; the Lord’s Supper was instituted .
by our Savior to commemorate His broken body and shed blood
for the sins of the world, and to show our remembrance of Him
. till He comes. - All Chrlstlanq have a right to the Lord’s Supper
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: ‘and should be invited; “Let a man examine himself and so
let him eat.” | | | .
The washing of feet was instituted by our Lord at the same

time that the Supper was instituted as an act of humility to

show our love for each other, and both ordinances should be

-berpetuated by all Christians. until His second coming.—Luke

22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:20-29: St. John 13:1-17; Matt. 26:26-29. .
11. THE SABBATH. We believe that the Christian Sabbath

should be observed as a day of rest and for the worship of God;

that we should abstain from all sinful amuszments and secular
employments, works of mercy and piety excepted.—Exsdus 20:

11;. 31:12-18; Deut. 5:12-15; Ezek. 20:12; Matt. 28:1; Luke 23:

96; Acts 13:42-48; Mark 2:27.

!

12. CALL TO THE MINISTRY. We believe in a divine call

of the ministry; that God in His goodness. and power of grace,
Impresses His. ministers with the burden of lost souls, to the
extent that the call becomes irresistable with personal content-
" ment; that when they yield to the call and exercise the native

gifts according to the Scriptures, with a_full reliance upon Him,

He accompanies them in the person of the Holy Spirit to guide
them in the way of truth and to bless their labors according to

His purpose.—Jonah 1:1; Jer. 1:5; Mark 3:14; Acts 1:22-26;

Matt, 28:19. | . | |
13. THE INVISIBLE CHURCH. We believe that the Invis-

ible or Spiritual Church is the redeemed in the aggragate, is the

family of God, is composed of all true Christians of every con-
gregation from righteous Abel “to the restitution of all things,
from every kindred, nation, tongue and people.—Eph. 3.16-21:
Heb. 12:22-23; I Pet. 2:5; Eph. 2:20-22; Acts 2:47; Matt. 16:18.

14. THE VISIBLE CHURCH. We believe that a visible
church of Christ is a congregation of faithful men and women,
having obtained fellowship with the Lord and with each other, .

agreeing to keep up a good discipline and doctrine according to

the rules of the Gospel.—2 Thess. 1:1; Acts 16:5; 3 John 1:10:

‘Matt. 18:17; Acts 20:28; Revelation 1:4-20.

15. PERSEVERANCE. We believe that all true believers in -

Christ should persevere in divine grace, and in the knowledge
of the truth, and that God’s grace is sufficient to help them to
overceme all the obstacles of life, and that all the combined
forces of the great enemy of souls on earth and in hell (or in
his eternal abode) are not able to pluck themr from’His hand
80 long as they walk in the path of duty; but those who side-
- step and wilfully refuse or neglect to perform their duty, they
would backslide if persistently continued, would be ‘eternally
lost.—2 Pet. 1:12: 2 Cor 9:10; 2 Peter 1:4-8; 2 Peter 2:2: Rom.
8:25-29* Anostasy: 2 Peter 1:8:9: T Cor. 10:1.13; Heb. 12:15-17:

L'Jobn 5:16: Heb. 6:1-6;° 1 Tim. 4:1-2; Heb. 3:12; St. John 15

1-7: Matt, 12:31-R2.

" 18 CHRIST THE WEAD OF THE CHURCH. We believe

that Christ is the Head of the Church, and that the government
of _t_he loral church is wit_h the body.—Col. 1:18-19; Matt. 186:
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I * ~18; Heb. 12:23; Matt. 21:42; Eph. 1:22; Acts 16:4-5. o
W 17. SANCTIFICATION. Sanctification is a work 'of God’s

F “ . SR grace, by Wthh the soul is cleansed from all sin and’ wholly

N I *  consecrated to Christ. It takes place in regeneration, and the

i +fit - - . Christian can ‘and should abide in this state to the end of life,

] 0 I o - constantly growing in the grace and the knowledge of our Lord
T Jesus Christ—I Cor. 6:11; 2 Thess. 2:13; Heh. 12:14; Phil.
Wiy 3:21; 2 Thess. 5:19-23; St. John 17:17-19: 2 Tim. 2:20-21.
i I R - 1s. THE RESURRECTION. We believe in the ressurection
- . S i - . ' of the dead, both of the righteous and the wicked. When the
IR ressurection shall take place, the soul -and body shall be united,
‘J‘ L the righteous shall be received into everlasting happiness to t
(R R I A reizn with God for ever; but the wicked shall go away into ever-

A SN M. | . lasting pumshment —Matt. 28:6; John 5:28-29; I Cor. 15:51- 58

UM R

E '! 4l | 19. THE SOUL. The soul is endless, hence does not die with

SIE I 1 the body, but immediately after death enters into a conscious

| *t i - state of happiness or misery, according to the spiritual char-

;!:‘-; - o acter here possessed.—Phil. 1: 23 Luke 23: 43 Rev. 6:9; Luke

S B . - '16:19-25; Matt. 10: 28. .

IR T . 20. JUDGEMENT. We believe that there ivin be a general
;j;-’ | . o - universal judgment, when all men shall be judged according ta

i { - their works, whether they be good or bad, and that immediately -'_
IE | | thereafter the wicked shall enter into everlasting punishment, |
BT L . ~and the righteous into elernal happiness.— 2 Thess. 1:4-9: Rev.
SR K N - . 14:9-13; Luke 16:23: Rev. 21:8; .2Cor. 5:10; Matt. 12 '36- AT,
il Rev. 20:12-13; Acts 17:3L
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FREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH COVENANT | ; |

]
]
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Having n'iven surselves to God .by faith in Chrlst anc’ o
~adopted the Word of God as our rule of faith andé B 1] E
practice, we now give ourselves to one another. by the S 1 !
m]l of God in this solemn covenant, We promise by L
His ‘grace to love and obey Him jn all things, to avoid |
the’appearance-of evil, to abstain trom all smful amuse-
ments and unholy conformlty to the world; from all
sanction Jf the use and sale of intoxicating beveraﬂ'ebi
and to ‘'provide thmrrs honest in the srght of all
men.’w |

¢
——————

.y,
[ TIPS

We agree to accept Christian admomtlor and reprooJ.
with meekness, and to wateh over one another in love.
enndeavoring to & geep the unity of the Spirit,”’ in the
bonds of peace, to 'be careful of one another’s happi
ness and reputation, and seek to stlengthen the weak,
encourage the afllicted, admonish the erring, and as -
far as we are able, promote the success of the . church. - .
and of the Gospel. | B

and Christian obligations and enterprises sypreme; count.

mg 1t our chief business in life to extend the influence
~ of Christ in society; constantly praying and toiling thaz
‘the kingdom of God may come, and Hls wil] be douu

We will everywhere hold Chrlstlan principle sacred | ,
on earth as i1t 1S in heaven. |

We agrec althtul]y to dlehaI‘gC our obhgatlons 11!
reference to the study of the Secriptures, secret prayer, - .
family devotions, and social worship; and- bV self-denial, | |
faith, and good works endeavor to ‘‘grow in grace and |

L . . -
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the knowledn‘e of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”” o l
“We will not forget the assembling of ourselves together = BN | B
for ehurch conferences, public worslup, and the obserV« - 18
ance of the ordinances of the Gospel, nor fail to pay + = l I
according to our ability for the support of the church o |

: . |

of 1ts poor, and all its benevolent work,

"To this end e agree to labor for the promotlon of
educatlonal and denommatlonal enterprises, the. sup-
port of missions, the success of Sunday schools, and
evangelistic - eﬂorts for the salvatlon of souls, and the -
conversion of the world. And may the God of peace
anetlfy us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the | |
.eomm" of our- Lord Jesus Christ. - o I
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