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ORl5ER OF BUSINESS. 

1. -Read letters from the churches. 
2. Election of ·officers. 
3. Reception of new members.· 

. 4. Invitation to visiting brethren to take seats. 
5. Call for correspondents. 
6. App_ointment of committees·. 
7. Call for reports of · committees. 
8. Miscellaneous . business. . 
9. Appointment of correspon~ents .... 

10. Time and place of holding the next session. 
11. Election of a. minister to IJ.re.ach 'i:he" introduct~ry. 
1:?. Adjournment · of the Association. 

· F_ORMS. 

Cl~urch Letter to the Associotion 
From ........... · ....... Church to the Oklahoma Grand River 

Association of Free Will Baptists, when assembled with ........ · .. . 
We. s·end as : delegate from our· church, Bros .......... · ........ . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , whom we pray you receive to sit with and aid 
you in your deliberations. 

(Add. s.tatistical report, state of religion, nu~ber in fellowship, · 
fitc.) 

Done in Church Conference ............... .' ...... '.: .... ,· 191.. 
· ..... .' ... · ...... : .. .' .-. : . : .... , Moderator, P. 0. Address._ 

..... · .... -~ .. : .. : ... :, ..... · ......... , ·Clerk, P. ,o .. Address .. 

Letter of Dismissal. 
This certifies that ............ ~- ...... • ...... : ... is a member of 

good standing of the Free ·wm Baptist church at. .............. . 
and as such we recommend him to the fellowship of God's people. 

Done by order of Church in Conference .................. , 191. .. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . , :Moderator: 

............ : ..... ;·.· ........ ·;.· .............. ·.,·Clerk. 

Deacon's -Letter .. 
This is to certify that Bro .. : .............. , ..... , . is a worthy 

deacon of our church, and we recommend him as being worthy of 
his calling. 

Done in Church Conference this ...... day of. ........... , 191. . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , ·l\ioderator · 

••• • •••••••• •• •• ••• ••• •• •• • ••• ••••• "? ······, Clerk . 

I 
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RULES OF ORDER._ 

1. At every sitting, business f!hall .be·_ opened . and. cond\1cted 
by prayer by the Moderator, or whomsoever . he, may:_ request._, 

2.. Ministers present invited to seat~ are allowed to take part 
in the debate on all subjects, and vote',"" 

). . --. • ~- • : ' "! .• ' ... 

3. 'Those who speak shall rise and address the Moderator. 
Person~! reflecti;ns. shaii. be avoid~d· .in' all d~ij~Jis'." . . 

4. No motion shall be discussed . without being seconded. 

5. ·when a motion has been mado···and seconded and. a mem. 
ber opposes its discussions, the Moderator shalL put the question: 
Shall it be discussed:" ·i:r·negative; the question shall be dismissed. 

~ ;-.. ', ".-._"} • ; :~ 1 :·.. • :~, r 

6. If any proposition or motion under. debate. contains two ·or 
more poitns it shail be -~dl~id~d. at the·· request of 'any, in.ember, and 
a vote· take'n. - . • .. ... ... •· ...... ·• · \•. _____ ; .;_ . · '· · . 

7. Motions made and lost shall not be Tecorded. 

8. No one shall speak more than twice on any question with­
out special leave of the 'Moderator. 

9. _AH 9uestioD:S _cl!,)C~d_e<l.~~ ,a .~aj_o_r!~~ of t~e ';Ile~_b_~rs. present. 

10. No member shall absent himself without. special leave. o( 
the Moderator. 

11. . l\1inutes shall be leisurely read· and corrected before the 
close of' the·' 'Ass·ociation, if nec~ssa_i:Y-

12. In the future sessions _ of the . Association, arrangements 
shall be 'made to ii{sure.bvo or -ino~~- se~mo~s-·'~a~h'Jay,' cir oth~~ 
equivaie1:\ ~ i~er~~~es: . .. . . . ' ; . .. . ,.. .·'. ,- J • •• ' 

13. The Rules of Order shall be distinctly read .from the chair_ . 
immediately after the organization of the Association. 

14. Alterations may be made in these· rules at any regular 
• sPssion 'of the ·'"Association. 



I 
I CONS·TITUTION'--

From long d~xperience, . we, the members of the. Free Will 
Batpist _Church of Christ,_ being regularly baptised on upon a· pro­
fession .of ,our,.faith, in Jesus .. Christ, and being .convinced of the 
necessity __ of _a combination. of churches to perpetuate a union and 
· communion. among 11s,, and .. to _preserve and maintain. correspond­
ence. with, ,each other, do . therefore ordain this constitution for our 
better church government. .. 

1. 'This Associat~on shall be composed of members chosen by 
different churches in our union, noLexceeding_three delegates from 
each church, and on producing letters shall be entitled to seats. 

2. Letters from the different -, churches 'are · to express the 
ni1mber in fellowship, the number received by experience, letters of 
recommendation, the number dismissed,·· excluded, restored and 
those who have died. since the. Association. 

3. The. memb~rs thus chosen. and con:vened to' be ·denominated' 
the Grand Ri~er A;~ociation of Free_ :w~ii :Baptists, being composed - ' 
of sundry __ churches. in _the .Grand River Associatio_n-the· Associa­
tion ,having_ no. PO'j'er to lord .it over God's heritage, nor to have 
any ecclesiastical power ov~r the churches reserving the right of 
withdrawing f_rom any church becoming: disorderly. :. · 

4. 'The Association to have a. 11\foderator, .Clerk,. and Treasurer· 
who are to be chosen by the. suffrage of the members present:' · · 

5 .. Newly .constituted churches. may be ·admitted tci the Asso­
ciation; who are . to petition by Jetter and delegates, and if upon 
examina,tiop. they a_re .found to be orthodox and orderly, 'they· may 
be received into the Association, the Moderator giving the. r_ight · 
hand. of fellowship, 

6. No question from . any •• church shall · come under · the con­
siderat_lon - of the Association, . unless it. has. first been discussed in 
its own . churc_h._ 

7. Every motion · _made and seconded shall comll under the 
considll_rat_ion _of the Association, _except it_ be withdrawn by the' 
memb_er_ who made it. 

8. The Association .is to endeavor to furnish the· churches 
with minutes of the Association in proportion to the ·number of 
mernb_er~ i11 ~ach church, the_· distribution being at the discretion of 
the A~sociiiU9n. 

!l. It shall be the' duty of the Clerk tci keep a regular ·me o! 
the minutllS. of tile Association. on. a book to be lrnpt by the Asso­
ciation ,for this ]JUrpose. 

_j 
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10. The minutes of the Association shall be read and corrected 
if needed, and signed by the· Moderator and Clerk before the close 
of the Association. 

11. Amendments to the Constitution may be made when 
necessary by a majority of ·members present. 

Resolved, That we earnestly request all of our ministers . and 
deacons and churches composing.· this Association; 1:~ co ~pe~ate·. 

· with each other and 't~ assist in every way they can to help fur•· 
ther the Gospel, and tp.at each church· should help their past~r and 
if an evangelist· should visit any destitute place and organize 
churdies . that we urge: upon the people to assist the evangelist s'o 
·he can go and preach the word. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH. 

1. .We believe in _one true and living Go·d, Father, Son ana 
Holy Ghost and. these three. are one in divine· essence, power· and 
glory. Romans 1:20; ·John' 1:1; 17:21. 

2. 1Ne believe that the scriptures of '.the Old and New Testa­
ment is the word ·of God;· and. the only infallible rule of faith and 
practice .. 1Second Timotl:iy,· 3: 16; Matt. 5: 18. 

3. We believe that God _created man good, and gave him Holy 
Commandments whereb·y he· should live holy, but man voluntarily 
disobeyed the commandments, of God, transgressed the law and 
fell under the just condemnation of the' same, whereby all mankind 
are sinners, not by ·constrai11f butby choice, being partakers of the 
sinful nature attained by the fail, and that man is unable to save 
himself witli his own power,. but we see Jesus for the suffering ot 
death crowned with glory, that He by the grace of _God shoufo 
taste death, for every man. Gen. 3: 17; Heb. 2: 9. 

4. '\Ve· beli.eve that' Christ, by his "death; sufferings ~nd resur­
rection purchased our pardon and offered it freely to all manki11d · 
upon princiiJles of ~epentance toward God and faith ' in the. Lord 
.Jesus ·christ. He now commands all men· everywhere to repent; 
therefore, He sayeth: . "!Look unto me; and be ye saved, all the erids 
of the earth, for i ain God aU:d there is. none else." Matthew 4: 17; 
Isaiah 45:22; Acts 20:20-21: .. . 

5. We .believe' that adult persons inu13t be 'regenerate·d and 
born of the spirit of God,. if they. inherit eternal life. John 3:3, 
1 Peter 1: 23.' · · · · ' 

6. We believe. that infants and Idiots are .. saved upon the 
merits of the Son of God. Jonah 4:11; Mark 10:14; Dent. 1:39. 
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7. \Ve ~elieve that all Christians presevere in grace and be 
faithful to the end if they inherit eternal· life, ; for blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that they may have. the right· to the 
tree of life and enter -in through the gates into . the. city. Rev. 
22:14; ·Matt. 24:13. 

C. W() believe that baptism by immersion is the apostolic 
rr:adc; c. :n the burial of a believer in water, and that Christ, who 
is our Efe, showed his humble example to his children and bids us 
to walk therein. John 3:22; ~fatt. 3:16; · Romans G:3~'45; Matt. 
28: 19-20. 

9. · We believe that God in His goodness displays . His power 
of grace in great degree in calling and q~alifying his, servants by 
the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by the instruction oL His word 
to go forth and proclaim life alld. salv~tion w{thout 'price. i • He bids 
us freely come and nothing prevents the salvation _of any. but their 
stubborn rebellion and sinful refusal to come. . I. Cor. · 12: 3; Eph. 
3:7; Rev. 22d7. .· ,,, . . . .· ... 

10. We believe that. baptism and the Lord's sttpper and wash­
ing the saints feet. are divine ordinances _and . should·. be. observed 
by all his children. IMarlc 14:22-23; John 13:4-14; Matt: 28:19-20; . , - . ' . .•;:, . 

I.Tim. 5:10. .. . . , . 
H. We' believe that rione have' a rlght to baptism, ·only those 

who have a living hope in the I~ord Jesus Christ and none have the 
right to admfnister the same only those who have come under th'e 
hands of the presbytery of elders, and each church ought to have 
a pastor, deacons; and cierk chosen': by the. church 'and con tin tie in 
office during the good'. plea~ure of the same and : in . dealing with 
disorderly ·me~J:iers, reference should be· had to 'the' 18th chapter of 
Matthew and 'atl~er scriptures relative to dealing· with ··disorderly 
membei·s.. In 'ail, case·s a. majority shall rule except in· receiving 
members and then it must ·be;urianjmous. Titus' 1:5; Acts 14:23; 
II Cor. 6:6. .· _-,; ~ . ,-

12, We l:ieiieve. it is· ihe·· dutY of each church to 'assemble 
tl;emselves' together 'a'uce· 'a month 'and"that : it .iii' ithe dutY of· the 
pastor of . the church, wheri' setting . forth .Uie •Lord's 'supper and 
washing the saint's feet. to ·1ef'a' man "examine. himself·and' so lei. 
him: eat.". I Cor. n:'28; ·John·· 13:14. ·. . '' . 

13. We believe that Sanctification. arid·· Holiness'' is a Bible 
doctrine, that immortality is God' dwelling· in tlie light, so when 
this . corruptible shall have p'ut. on . incorruption'''an\i this mortal 

· shall lffi'.~e put on immortality; then shall be brought to pass the 
saying _that is wrHten, '."Death' is swallo,ved up . in Victory." That 
it is our duty to be tender an·d affectionate to one another and to 
study the happiness of the .. people of' God . in gen_eral and to be 
siitgly engaged ·to promote th~. honor and glory of God. Galatians 
G:10; I Johri 2:9. 
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· 14. We. believe in· the resurrection of the .. dead of both the)ust 
and ·the unjust; the.resurrection of the just to, glory and immortal·. 
ity in; the presence. of God; the unjust .to everlasUng shame anrl 
banishment from the presence of God. l\Iatt. 25:31; I: Cor., 15:42-4li; 
IT Thes. 1:110; Rev. 20:12·13. 

CH_UR_CH. _COVENANT. 

Having be'e~:bot1ght, as ·we humbly 'trust, by divine grace to 
embrac~ the Lo~d Je~u~ Christ as our Savior, and having obtained 
justification by Faith' in ·his name, we, as members of• the- several 
clnirclies that con_stitute the Grand. River Association -of Free ,\Vil! 
Baptists, adopt· the following as our Church Covenant: 

1. To watch over each. other in love, to pray· for eath other 
as. memb'ers ~f ':i. com:ni~n' F;ith·, _e;e~' s'triving 'to ·keep the unity of 
~pii•i ti~- th_e b~iids, ~( peace: ... , . . . : . _ . . 

2~ We will not speak -~vn' 6f each ·;ther, I;o'; \~i'n ,ve perse­
c~te or, expose the .faults. of the we.ak mem:tiers of our chr~ch; . bnt 
we ~~m- e~d~ava'r, t~ be' goveriied by p~~l;s. inst~~ctiori' t~ ;Timothy: 
".That we_ wiH- reprove, rebuke and. exhort" each: other as member~ 
of . a_ comm.on, br,otllerho~d. . 

· 3, ,:•.W:e. a_re , co,m_m~nded to_, do. good .. unto all men especially to 
those whp are,gf the household of F,aith. But 'w~ sJ:io{ijd remember 
tltaLour<relations to each. other,ar() _cioser, and, the obligations 1nore' 
binding, ,than .that 6f ':i. CO~Ill.Otl .. bond. 6f C_hristian' '.charity. In 
adopting thi~ 'covei;.ant, ~e be~o~e .as a'. family: and as~ume in ft 
Chri~tian.se~se, the care and re;i)o~sibility that the iilemliers of a 
family ~hould feel 'i~~ each other... . •· .. : . . .· . . . 

,,4. -We"will attend .. the stated meetings of our church, unless 
,~~. are JffO~identiaii~. hindered, :or un~ontrollable ci~cumstances pre­
y~~t ~s. And ,we .win ~on tribute, of a'u'r mean~, ;s the L~rci has pros­
pered. us. f~r th~ ··s;_;ppo·~t of _'our. pa~tor ai1d ~tlier' ne~es~a~y expense3 
of ou"~ ~hurci1. :·And \ve· will rirefcr, the ~ervice of -~Ur own church 
t0 that of any. other,· and wi!i pray for our . pastor ·while he is 
prc;ching the . ~O~(L of God '' ta' us. .·· .... 

'. 5. we· wfil not _injure ,!)Ur influence in the h~use of the Lord, 
by. occupyi_ng seats among• the ungodly and sinners_;, but will.:'_occupy. 
seats near the pulpit, and . use the. natural powers which the Lord 
h~~_:gi_v~~· ll_~; to pr:J:ise his h·oly .1iame. We will sing, with those 
who sin_g, _and i pray with those, who pray, 

., 6. -;~Ve \v"_ill not be guilty ,of, the sin of _Sabbath breaking, 'by 
making Sunday visits to our neighbors,· which is -~ double sin 
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against the law of God, for in so doing, we fail. to attend the house 
of tlie Lord, and hinder others ,vho might wish to do so. Let us 
rrn1e1nher. the la~ ot'?,Ioses","which cmide~mi Sabb~th: breaking, ana· 
the .~ords of the' inspired apostie which· says:· .. "Fors.al~e ·not the. 
assembling of yourselves together' as the manner of some· is.'' 

7. ~Ve \~iH n6t neglect 's'ecret. and public prayers, a~d thosP 
of us . who are heads of families' will strive to dedicate_ ·our house­
hold fo the ~erviri~ cif God by teaching OU~ children u{e gr"eat nece~­
sity of the Christian. ~eligiori as· the only hope of happiness after 
c'.eath. \Ve will adopt the covenant of Joshua, the servant of the 
Lord, and s'ay, ."but. as fo; me and my. house we will serve the 
Lord.'' 

Resolved, 'Tbat what p~rports to< be the Law of <the Supper, 
be P:inted iri our .minutes an.d beco~e part ·of ~ur co11stitutiou, and· 
there kept, 

. LAW OF THE SUPPER. 

The Lord's .Supper. was .instituted. for God's people. They all 
have equal rights to. the ·supper ·and that right is. a birthright .. For· 
by one; spirit are we all baptise·d into· one body ... (I .Cor .. 12:15). 
This. is riot. a water baptism, but a spiritual . baptism. Again Christ 
s11:;s, "I am the.door, by, me if any man enter in he shall be saved:" 
(' John 10:9). "Ho .that entcreth not by the door.in the sheepfold, 
but .cli111beth. up :some citliei- way, the same is a thief and '.a· rob; 
ber.''. ,(John 10: 4). '. Ch;ist · is ncit 1Vater baptism arid y~t he fs ,.the 
door. ·.There is J:iut ·one. door and Christ. says Ho is that door. and 

. - ' • ), 1! ·'. '• .• , ,_ ' , ' ·:. - . .-:. :·- ' 

he that :cometh. in .. by .that door should have fall Jellowship_ and 
equal rights with ,all ·other. Christians.. Let a. man examine himself 
:ind so, let him eat of that bread '.and drink of tliat'cup, 'for· he that 
eatotli 'and. drinketh 'unworthily, 'eateth"and drinketh 'd~mriation 'to 
himself, not to. the chur~h, but to himself. ,, It i~ a personal matter 
in judging. and' in. eating. _ " . . . . _ _. 

The church, that does; judg~ and "ex'.c1~Jt'a'.11y _cif God's. ·;eopl~ 
is nof. acting · in keepi11g. with the, instructions given. to the church 
at< Corinth. .To this judge and exclude. one of the childr~n 'of God 
is to offendthe child so judge.d'. ~nd. excluded .. Now :listen ·to 'Christ: 
"He. that offends one of these little ones that believe in. me it were 
better.for him that a' mill st~ne were hung about Ms neck and that 
he w'ere drowned Jn' ·the· depth~ of the sea.'' Matt. 8:6; l .Cor. 
10: 30·, , 31, ,32. . . , .· . 

It· is contended that . they of the same faith and order should 
be enUtle·d to: partake of the Lord's Supper. I admit that true faith 

I 

Ji ;_;.e 



-s.:.....:· 
i:, the means by which men. become Christians. If this is what is· a 
meant by the same faith I shall not object. We are agreed, but if 
sect is to be inferred, I object. As to order, if nothing but Gospel 
order is meant, very well; but I do not think that one child of God. 
should dictate just what another should believe;. or what· church he 
should belorig to in order that he may be in the right church, for. 
the church is but ~n organic body of Christians, arid simply placing 
your name . on the roll book of the best church on earth does not 
malrn you '·a Christian; neither will a in,e process· in the worst 
worst church make a sinner. The Eunuch believed and was bar,-
tized. What church did .he join? Here is faith and' here is ordei-. 
Now I ·ask if the Eunuch were to wish to commune with some of 
the chur~hes would he be allowed the right? N~, he is not of the 
same faith. and order; yet he ls admitted in heaven, but nay, he 
could' not be admitted to· a sectarian table. At. the 'Lord's table all 
his people have a perfect right, be he. whom he may,' and _when tb.e 
. supper is set and all oL God's people are not. invited it is not the 
Lord's supper, but a sectarian supper; so we· being many are one 
body in Christ; and every member one of another. (Rom. 12:15). 
And the way we become one body is by being baptized into that 
body; 'and of ·course this is' by spiritual baptism. He that gets in 
b}' water baptism th.e same; is a thief and a robber; and when any-
one gets .into that body in· a legal vray he· has a legal right to all 

- j " , ' • • -

the benefits· and privileges of that body, for we being many are one 
bread and ~iie body; for we ar'e a.11 partakers of that one bread: 
(I Cor. 10:17). By' rmrtaking we eihibit a oneness of that body. 
Whb is me~n'i' by we?' It ce_rt:iinly means all Christh!ns of t•ll ~(';Es;"• 
vihen you come together. tarry for another; .be of one mind, lmt Jet 

I. tho word of God c~ntrol the_ rriind. If, it 'had' over been intender! by 
the Savior that the supper· should· be guarded' as some attempt to 
guard' it, God ·,vciuld have endov,ed t.he judges with wisdom to rlis· 
cern th'e pure from the im,pure. 'Bi1t the standp.oint from which they 
judge,'is water 

0

baptlsm h:da. a legal administr:i'.tion' of "the same":' so 
if baptism by immersion, and a lgal ' adminitsration; this settl~s 
the matter and Christian character is left entirely out, by ,vhich I 

. some malte a woeful mistake; for after all 'this precaution sonie have J 
been. fo11nd unv;orthy of. the '1~~ki" of the privileges. 'of any church. 
To adiuit immersion to. be the ·~nly mode of baptism, and a true be­
Jiev~r receiving it, is this iiot all '~ight? • Some would answer' if by 
a legal administrator. This ·1s all that· is wanting. is it not a pure: 
Jy person~l matter? If so he has been ~s 'truly. baptized as aiy'one. 
If is the duty. of the preacher to baptize and the apiliicant to be 
baptized. ,vhen this is done each have performed a personal· duty. 
If {11:id never be.en baptized and had to wait mitil I found one ,;horn 
I knew to be a legal administrator I would rieve·r b~- baptized' ~t an; 
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as I cannot know the heart of man. Two acting in concert, one act­
ing In good faith.and the. other. not~t_he.,.. one. Is. blessed and· the 
other is not. Every Christian: is strictly responsible for his· own 
acts and not for another ... ·simon,, iii ·esor~erer, believed • and was 
baptized, and. that· by a legal -administrator, and yet it was discov­
ered. that he was_ not a Chri~tian., iSo ,ve see that baptism by a legal 
admi_nlstnitor ;does_ ·not, confer .anr. clai_ms upon him.to. ailY Christian 
rights, _Rs th!~, case:proves)t to be a_, pers,onal matter; as we 0 clearly, 
see that, the aopstle did his. duty and Simon did not, ,or .vice versa; 
The apostle, Inspired as_he was, did.not discern the· evil of.Simon's 
heart, neither can we know. the he_ar_t. of man. When: we _do our·. duty · 
it Is out's .. When an applicant it Is .. his .. So we. find. _that·. faith, 
repentance, b~'ptism '':imd the Chri;tian. duties, a~e all . pers'onal, ·and 
accountable to 'ao'd 'and not m1to '~an: 'Various "i1re :uie: opinl~n~ ·of 
men. and the -~ay ·w~ ac~ount .f~r .~mm i~ .in drn capdc,ty of .men;. 
a-nd ii w1{ ue the ~apacity that· God has given I. do. not think, th'at 
we should be' ete~nally:co~dem~ed for w_at we.cannot helpp;· ·1.i.te 
church of Christ is divideu m(o many, meinbers, but. It i;_one ~p1r­
itunl body 'and rnir'ist th~ hf.iau', and 'they ; ~-J. have tlie 'same care, 
one for the oth~r: as the 'natuml body has f~r its IDEi~bers, yet they' 
do not perfo~m the s~~e office, yet they 'a.Ii. shCmld 

0

subserve ,t:iii/ 
same inter.est' of the· body, . . . . ' . . . 

. Should Christians all commune together at. the Lo~d,'s. table? l 
answer, what the Lord ,has joined together let no .~an puta~und~r . 

. We have something mo.re than''rorty-three states in the Union'., 
They 'are ·ail e'qt1al,. free a"rid indeJe~dent s't'ate~, aiid yet they are' 
one, united', 'and have. o'n'o gre;t .central p~int' ~t which.· to· ~eet' and.' 
testify that they are free arid independent states/~nd"yet 'but one 

'. - ; ' ' ' • < I '. " ! • . · , ; · I • i '. • , ·. •' • '; ~; • • '' '' : ' 

nation; · AU Christians should have_; one ,central _point. at which. 
to meet and let the :world . know that they ar~ one. Let that be the 
Lord's' trible; 'ch~lstian~ fe~i" ~llke 'if 'they \io n6t thl~l~ aiike: The)·. 
can preach·. together; pray_ togethe';, sirig ·. togethef and: i~~e together' 
and should' they ~ot coi:nmime: togethe~?. And 'wni they ;not all 
meet at Iakt iri'the sa~e holy and. happy land together? ; Then' a . 
uni(lll and' a free co'~munion. is. for~ed up~~ us.' Christ s~ia. ·:at' the 
last supper that he would drink no more of th~ • fruit of ·the· vine ·. 
with ·us-till he drank it" anew in his kingdo~ .. ·.Then.all' clidstians 
of all ages will sit around one communion table: .in heaven. As· we 
find ouselves assembled thus arourid one· Lord's' table in heaven,' so 
should it be · ori earth. 
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-The seventeenth• annual session· of· the Grand· River Association 
of: Free Will Baptists convened' with Coal Church at Tip, Oklahoma, 
on.: Friday night, before ' the second Sunday in September, 1910. 
Congregation "called ·together· at .1:30 by· singing.. Preaching by 
brother J. R.· Eytcheson; Scriptural lesson Ecclesiastes 7: 29, follow: 
ed 'by R. 'E. Sessions. · A good interest. 

':Met· Saturday · m·o~ning: at: 8:30, called . together by singing. 
Prayer 'by Brothei: R .. H: Byrd. Call for th'e electiol!- of .a Moderator 
l\I. ·A. Shahan was elected to this · office with J. M. 
Roberts, assistant. · Call for · the election of a clerk. 
W. 'J. 'Burks ,vas elected • cierk. Tori! Benton, assistant. The l\Iod­
erator ~alled" for · the letters from tile· different churches to be 
read and. approved. ·call 'for letters from new churches. Two were 
presented as follows:· New Harmony church, 15 members; Meigs 
church, number not gi~ei:t then. While a song was being sung tht 
rigl{t harid of fellowship was extended to the delegates from ~ew 
churches. God's love was wonderfully manifested. Called fo1· 
corresponding 'Jetter from sister association and the 
Association was recommended by Brother Johnson. 
the 1Moderator' appoint aU. comrilittees. ·J\fotion carried. 

Mount Zion 
l\lotion that 
.Committees 

on· Divine services; Brother 'i.. 0. Henry, Brother J. A. Hall, 'Brother· 
Henry Crag~r.'. On Arrangements, R; .E. Ses.sions, J. l\1. Rober.ts, 
C. C. 'Haas.· On .. Finance, J. ·M. Huston; W. L. Millard, J. H .. Mil­
lard, G. ·c. Parker. ·onCredentials, ·J. R. Yelchson, W. W. Hudson, 
.J. 'D.: Young'. 'on Temperance; T .. ,H. Gilbert, s. s. l\Iyeri:,, w. L. A. 
H'ood. On' Literatur~. 'c .. N. Alnerson, :w. )1.. Wilson, Daniel Pierce. 
0~ · Ministeriar character, 'J. H .. Lowery, W. H. Hunter, Sister. Gilbert, 
Asker Willard. ··On ·sabbath Schools,· .J. V. Ilailey, Andy .Gabowith, 
Sister 'Ketche1ri. On O!Jitnary, .T. H. Gi~ho~. Gladys Perry, Sister 
Balley;' D.i~ie Stalcup: ' . . '. . . 

. Motion and second that W!l:Wait till l\Ionday morning to, hear the 
reports of committees. l\Iotion carried .. <Motion and second that 
we elect an Evangelist .for. the. ensuing year .. Brother. R. H. Byrd 
was nominated and elected. Motion made and seconded that , we 
appoint a committee to furnish a form of deacons credentials to 
be formed in our minutes. Committee, Bros. Eytcheson, Haas and 
Musgrove. Motion and second that Brother A. E. Moore stand· as 
foremen of .the community and that -Bro. R. E. Sessions, Bro. J. A. 
Lamosy will assist Bro. Moore as committee, and that the commit-
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tee purchase the tabernacle at their own option:·and that they turn 
the tabernacle over to the Evangelist, Bro. R. H. Byrd, and· that 
he talrn the tabernacle and shall consult the committee before let­
ting any one remove the same. Amount made up at this Asso­
ciation to purchase a tabernacle was $12;00, which was turned over 
to. B,·o. Ees:ions to tum to Bro. Moore'. Motion ana. second· that the 
Corr.mittcc on Credentials report at once .. We, y'our Committee on 
Credentia:s, beg leave to report that we find Brother Byrd and 
Brother :Benton's credentials to be orthodox. Saturday night, 
preaching by·R. H. Byrd,· followed by G. 1\1. Benton. Text, Hebrews 
11: 1. Good interest was manifested. Sunday· 9 'a. m. · 'P;ayer ser­
vice by Brother R . .Gatewood; 11 a: m. preaching by ·W. A. Shahan. 
Text, Matthew 10:16, followed by R. E. Sessions .. Sermon at 3:30 
by 1\1. 0. Johnson, followed by<vv: W. Hudson.·- Text. ·ch. 15:49. 
Sunday night preaching bJ· R. E. iSessions followed · by J: M. '.Rob­
erts on "Communion and Footwashing." l\1onday morning d. A. M. 

· Association cailed · t,o, or~er by. ~ingi_ng._ .Prayer by- Brother J. M. 
Roberts. 

Call for report of c~minittee. Cornmittee:reports as foi!ows: .We, 
your committee o~ Arrangements, . wish to report as -follows: .. T~k­
lng Into consideration the surrounding circumstances and seeing 
the necessity of. a rule governing. the : ministry, be it. resolved that 
this Association forbid the .ministers of. the several districts of the 
,~ssoication' speaking disrespe.ctfully· of one· another before:the pub­
lic, and any one . found guilty of such conduct shall be liable to 
charges .. And as ·we :deem it necessary, be it resolved that we rec­
ommend that our ministers do not vary from the regular custom 
of .the Free Wili Baptist in regard to receiving and dismissing 
members. '\Ve. further recommend that instead of a $2.50 minute 
fund . from each;, church,'. that tMs "body rule that - throughout . the 
several churches . of this . Association that each , member_ of the 
church pay ten cents per year for, the printing of minutes. And .. be 
it. resolved· th:J.t .any Elder of this Association taking the evangelist 
work that it shall be the, duty of each church to ·assist him in the 
work, and this Association shall . empower:. the :Moderator and· Clerk 
with the authority to. furnish :the evangeilst -with .recommendations 
if he be found worthy. __ · Be -it resolved, that we forbid any of our 
ministers challenging any· denomination · to debate.· Resolved, that 
we prohibit the rne:mbers of our churches ·from- giving, going· to or 
1mrticipating in play parties or dances, and any: found :guilty of such 
offense sha1J be· due. the ·.church· acknowledgements or shall be con­
sider€11 'tiy tile body as a stranger. ,As -.this evil causes .many of- our 
yonnc PeOllle to forsake. the right way and ·go off in ·in, it .is. further 
resolved that we forbid any of our ministers or members of our 
cirnrchES of this. Association -preaching Sanctification or Holiness 
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as a second _work ,of grace separate and apart from the regeneration 
or ,conversion., 

C. C.:HAA'S,, . 
. R. E. SESSIONS, 

J. l\L ROBERTS.· · 
.. . We,0

j~'o:iir Com~itte~ on CrJdentials repo~t as follows: We find. 
Brothers.~: JI. Byrd, G. :l\I. Benton to .be orthodox: ... 

, : J. R. ETCHESON, 
W .. ,.W.-.HUDSON, 

J. D. YOUNG. 
W~, your Coiil~ittee , on Literature, recom~end the. Bible. as 

the n;ai:i of' our" counse1:· \Ve woi;_ld tirge each and every ~n~ to ~ead 
the word of God ·more pr~y~rfully and, insist .that we b~corrie closer· 
united on its . teachings and hold up·· the haiids of the. I?inistry/arid, 
the banner, of Cll,rist'.' ' ' 

.. C. N'· ALNERSON, C~airman. 
vVe; 'your Commit.tee 'on Te.mpe~ance,. report as' follows: Resolv­

ed, That we will not tolera:te -the church members 
0

who ~iH advo-. 
cate the drinking .of e7en one,.dram. as liquor drinkers are corn.pro­
misers· of the ·deviL ·Drink~rS'of· intoxi~ints are murder~rs of. wo­
men 1 arid children and builders of monopoiy '. It , kills u'ot cmi? iii 
thiJ world but it kills beyond the torrib, for no dmnka~d shall inherit 
the 'Kingdom of God.· i:lee Gal. 5:21. We also favor the ~usperision 
of any Free_ wm' Baptist ministe1·.'.~ho is a dran1' d~inker. _ I Cor: 

_6:10~11. ;Heb; ·2:15-'16. ·n . . . 
• --·1 .. ,,,:' - ·•"-T;·H. GILBERT, 

'.~:;_ ·s. MIR.EIS/'· 
,,·i:w.'i:.: A:'Hoo.b. 

We; ymir· Committee cm· Ministers Character; repo~t as foll;wsi' 
. \Ve: find all' of om: ministers and, deacoiis':o ·oui'associa:tion · fo good' 
· standing, except" Sister Wood .. \Ve find "rumors 'again.ts Sister Wood' 
to· the extent, that :\ve think if-'riecessary th

0

at the asso'ciation ap: 
point· a committee to inv'estigate lier case'. . 

0W. H. HUNTER, Chairman. 
\'{e, : your Committee on Sabbath '..schools, report as follows: 

We adopt the asme ·as iri :our preceding minutes. We believe· -tliat it• 
is the ,duty_ of each :church to, maintain a 1Sabbath · school, and let 
it be understood ,that·,the Free '\Vill: Baptists recommend union· as 
the :basis for all Christian' people to do .•the will of our Father in· 
Heaven; .that .we, a Christians, should unite: all our efforts .'to·5keep' 
our .. children ·.in :.the Sabbath school, as it'· may be; the. means' 'of·, 
bringing· them to Christ. We earnestly request" all of our ministers ' 
and deacons .to assist in organizing.Jive Sabbath schools•'and prayer· 
meetings,,:which are the spiritual life. of :our· chi1rches ·and neighbor:,: 
hoods., 

JOSE :VI.:: BAILEY, Chairman. ·, 
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Committee on Finance:. iVe, your. committee _on Finance wish 
to report as follows: We received 'from ,.diffcr,ent churches .$36.15. 

G. W. HUSTON~ :Chairman. 
\Ve, your Committee on Obituary, report as·follows:,It_}s .wit11 

sadness of heart we record the visit of the Death-Angel .. to -the 
home:. or some of. our beloved brothers, and,:sisters _'.tJ.ie.)ia~t few 
months. iVe sorrow, but not as they who.have -no hope. • It has 
11lcased the Lord to call home our sister, ·'.i\.frs. :Ketterman, of 
Salina; Brother and Sister Burk's · daug11ter, and San- Charles· of 
Salina church; Maud 'Wilkerson and l\Ianda Brack·:of:'New Home 
church; Brother Cross and Sister Bushyhead, of Coal church: three 
from New Union church; one from Oktaha church; l\Iary: Jane Wat­
son, Martha :Fitzgerald, Brother Isaac _C11JUson, _of Fields 'Chapel 
church; Sister Mandy Seize, Sister Rosie• l\fayfield,': Brother Wine· 
hellicks, l\Taland Fairchilcls, ,the daughter of B. · F; and Sallie· Fair­
childs. 

He that hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith unto 
tho church. 

GLADYS PERRY, Chairman. 
:\lotion and second that we adjourn for 11 o'clock· ser:vice:·· 

:ITotion carried to meet again at- 2. Preaching by W. M. Wilson 
followed by Bro. Hood. .Text St. ,John 3:17. A good interest was 
mani.fested. 

:Ile t at 2. Singing by the congregation. Prayer by J. N. l\Ius­
grove. :-.lotion and second that we keep up a _-correspondence with 
our sister association:,. l\fotion carried. Bro. H. ·c .. Cagle was elected 
as a delegate to th~: Arlmnsas _Valley :Associati~n. - Sister Fannie 
Keys appointed as delegate _to the Eurel~a Association. Motion and 
second that we be represented in the State Association, Bro. R. E. 
Sessions was eiected as· -a delegate. ': Motion ·and second that we 

· tender our heartfelt thanks _to' the pe6ple ~of Coar: and. the. surround· 
ing country :for their .. kindness·. sho,vn· _us. wllile in their imdst .. 
:.\'.otion carried. 

Deacons ·credentials~ of~ the Free Wil{Baptist:church of Christ: 
This is to certify th~t ·Brother.' ... \ ... ';;.::: .... of. ............... :. 
county, of the state of.: ....... :.<.· .. :·.'.. was:~rdained to the full work 
of the Deacons hip by prayer and. laying· on of hands of the Presbytery 
on the ...... day of ........... · ....... ;·1911. He was called to ordina-
tion by the Church of God, denominated .Free iVill Baptist, of which 
he was a member, of which had ample opportunity to become ac· 
qun.inted with his deacon gifts. The ordination committee was com­
posed of Elders. 

J. R. EYTCHESON, 
C. C. HAAS, 
.T. N. '.\IUSGRA VES. 
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CONCLUSION. 

As I was called away to witness the death of one of my children 
everything got tore up so bad it never got back any more, and 
many things were overlooked and everything was in such a con­
cl.ition it was hard to do anything with them. You all will have to 
look over all mistakes as I am not responsible for ~11 mistakes. 

As our union meeting was overlooked at the Association we re­
quest that every church send delegates to New Harmony church 
eight miles east of Chouteau, beginning Friday night before the fifth 
Friday night In January, 1911, and arrangements will be made 
further. 

W. J. BURKS, Clerk, 
Mark, Okla. 
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