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ORDER OFBUSINESS 
1 Read letters from. the churches. 

\ 2. Election of officers. 
3. Reception of,new members. · 
4. Invitation t-o visiting brethren to taka seats. · 
5. · Call for corr,espondence: _ . . ' 
6. Appointment of coinniittees;> 

· · 7; Call .for report of CommitteEs/· 
8; Miscellaneous business. 
9. Appointment ·of· correspondrnts. ' . . __ 

10. Time and place -of'holding the next session. i . . 

·. 11. ,Election of a minister to preach the introductory, 
12. Adjournment of the Association. · 

, ' FORMS . 

. Chu~ch Letter to· the. A;soci~tion. 
From .... ; ..... Church to the Oklahoma. Grand River Associa~ 

_tion of E'i·ee Will Baptists, when. vssembled with . . . . . . . . . . . . 
We send as delegate from "otir. church BroS:. : .... ". :. :: ._ . 

.whom we pray you to receive 'to sit with. )~OU. and. aid y,o_u in your 
deliberations. · • ·. . . • · · · · · · · . 
,/(Add statistical rnport, .state1 of religion. number in fellowship 

·. etc.) . . . . • · · · · ,, - · 
Done in ·church Conferenc,e .. ·:. •· ....... > ·•'.; .... ·.. 191- · 

............ ·:. l\Ioderator, P;_ o: Address.•· 
.............. · ..... · ... Clerk, P. 0. Address .. ·· . . . 

. •' ', ' ' · ... , ''' ' 

'This C(;rtifies that ·> .. ' . 7. • ; ••••• '.,: .. ' • •••• is'a,member 9£ 
good standing of the: Free Will Baptist church at>;: .. :/; '; :•.-:, 

_and as such we recommend_him to the fellowship of God's. peo-
. pk_ . . . 

. Done by order of ,Church' in, Conference, .. - . . . . . .191. . .,, 
· ........ :;';<.·>.: . ;· : . .. '. •.... .'. · ......... Moderator. 

~ .. -. . . . . : . . . ..... ,:, . . . . . ·. ·,, .. Qlerk'. 

, Deacons's Letter. · · · ' ; 
. · This i3 t,o certify that· Bro .... _._:.- ..... : _ . : · ... is a wor-

thy dea<•on · of our church and we recommend him as being wor-
thy of his calling. . . . . . •· 
· Done in church Conference this .......... day of .... 191 

· .• . . . . . . : . . . . . .· . . . .. .'Clerk . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moderator 
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;. ,, RULES OF ORDER 
' .. -· ., ,. .. , ' ' 

' 1. At every sitting busines& shall b·~ ope,ned ~n:~ ,conductecI . 
by pray;er by the 1\foderator; or whomsoq·er )le_.,lllay reqvest.. · 
· 2. • Ministers present invited to seats' are allowed to tal\)e, 
part in the debate on all subje~ts and vote. . . . , .· _ . · . ,.' 

3. 'I'.hose who speak shall r~se and. addres&. ;the.1\foµerat_or __ 
Personal reflections shall be av,c:iided in all debates: · .. '.; .. . 

4. N{I motion shs11 be disc.usse.d .withi;ut ~ein,g, ·seco11cl,ed. . , 
. 5. When a motion has been. made, and seconded and . a mem­

ber oppofres its ,discussion: the )\fod~rator: shall .Put.t11e questioll': 
Sh:all it be di_scussed. If nega,tiv-e; .. the<.quest~on., shall: be dis-
sed. . • . · · , '- . , . -:. e' <. · :,, · · . · · · · i • • · · 

6. If any propos1t10n or fuohon under debate contams. two or­
more point•s it shall .be devided at. the .req1~est. 9f any member anff 
a vote taken ...... ,., .... ···.,·•. ' ... ·· .'· ., ·.:•• ... , '. . , . 

7: Motions made; and lost'· shall·· il.'ot be recorded; · · , ':. .. · . · . 
8. No one shall speak:more thah 'hvi<:e o':i1 'any''°questfon whl1--

out special leave of the Modera'tor. ·,, ' . \ _ .· .. · ._·· · : _ .. 
9.,, All · questions. decided by '.a majority· 'of the members pres-

ent: · · , . .· .• . , . . · ·· · . · 
10. ·No m~mber shall absent liiinself ::without'special leave 'of 

the Moderator; . · . .. ·. . .. , . · .. 1 : '. • 

. 11. Minutes shall be liesurely; read.!, and· 'corrected ·before: the· ' 
close. of the 'Association/ if ·;necess·ary. ; : · ·· · · · · · · · : ... 

12. fo the future sessions ;0£' the'' Association, ·. · arrangements:. 
shall be made • to insure two or more sermons· each day, or other·. 
equivalent exercises. , ', •<· >; ·, ·, ,. , : , . •. . •. 

13 .... Tlic .Rules of _Order shall be distinctly rea.d. from the · chair- • 
imm'ediately after·· the organization. of thP, Asspciation, . , , .. 

14. Alterations, m?y be ma~e in these rµJes at al).,r,regiular se,s,-
sion of the .Association. · · · · · . . . . , ·· 

1 CONSTITUTION,. 

. . From the lo'ng ~xperience,. we the,,m~1r..hers of the Free Will 
. Baptist .Church·. of Chri_st being, regularly baptised on,upon,a pro­
fession of ;_our J~ith jn .. J esµs, q1rist, and he.irng .. , convinceq ,of the­
necessity of a combination of churches to· perpetuate. a union and 
communion among us and to preserve , ana, , maintain ' correspond:. 
ence with each. other, do theref')re, . ordain this constitution . £or-
our oettf'r: ch.iirch: 'gover??,~e~.t;,; · · · · , ; · 



. ! 

j 

. " 

. . 1 .. 'l'his Ass'ociation shall be corriposed ··of members chosen. by 
. different churches in our :union not . exceeding_ .. _three .. delegates 

. £.vom. ,each church. and on producing letters shall . be entitled to 
seats. . . · · · . 

2. . Letters from tJ:i,e different churches are to express t h e 
number in fellowship, the number received by ex:perienc-e let­
ters of rec'ommendation, the• number. · dismissed, excluded, re­

' stored ,and those; who have' died. since the Association. . . . . 
3,, The .. members thus· chlosen and-convened to be denominated 

the Grand River Associ_ation of :b,ree , Will Baptists, being . _com-: 
posed of su,ndry, churches ,in .the· Grarid: River Association ---,· the 
Ass.ociation .having no. power ~o lqrd it ov,er, Gocl's :heritag-e nor 

· to have any ecclesiastical _power over . .the churches reserving the 
, . right· of ._withdrawing· from.-any_ ohurch _ becoming disorderly._ 

· -. 4. ! The .Association to. have a Moderator, Clerk., and Treasurer, 
who are. to be chosen _by the suffrage of the ·meni:bers present.·. 

· ,· 5. Newly ,constituted, church,es may .be admitted tlo the.Associ-
. ation who are to petition· by l_etter and ddegates and if. trpon ex­
amination they are found• tp be orthodox, and .. orderly, they may 
be receiy6d into Jhe Association the. Moderator giving, , 'the .right 
hand:of fellowship. , · · . , , .. • ,. 

6. · No question ,from any ;clrnrch shall ·conie under the consid­
eration of the Association unless it has' first been discussed hi 
itis ;own,.ch'u_rch. , . .. , , _ , _ . , ~ :, : .. 
, 7. Every motion ;made. and ~eco.rided shall come under ,the con­

sideraHon. of . .the. -Association, .. exeept it,.·. be .withdrawn :by; the· 
nieinber who madeit.. · 
· 8. The Asso~iatibn is ,tc), •endeavor to furnish ,the chu~ches · -
with minutes of the ,Association in propcrtiori to the nmiiber of 
members in each church_ the ditribution,being at the · discretion 

'of the association. \ · · · 
; 9: It sl~all be the. 'duty of the Clerk to keep ~ ~e,gular file _of 
the minutes of the Associafion on a book to_ be kiept by the Asso-
ciation for this purpose. · ·' .· . , --·· . -. , . , , . ·' · . . . 
; ·_. 10 .. · Tl1e i minutes. of: the fAsso&iat¥6n shall be i.:ead a'nd correct,. 
· ed, if needed . and 'signed' by the. Moderator and' Clerk· before the 
close of, the .Associat'ion. · ' · 

'' 11. A1ri.endments t'o 'the . Constit~tion' :U:iay he made', when nec-
essary by a 'majority ·Of members present. . , :- . r .. I 

: Resolved that .. w,e earne!;lt}y request.• all ,of our ministers . and 
deacons. and <;ihurches . co:iµposing this A,ssociation to .. c'o-ope:r;ate, 

.. with .. each other:: and,J,o assist, in, ev.ery . way they: can tµ help 
further the Gospel ·and. that- each '·church\shoilld help the~r pas~ · 
tor and if an evangelist should viisit any dest.itute place and or~ 
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ganize churches that we urge _'upon the. people,to assist the evan~ 
: gelist 'SO he can . go and preach_ the. word. 

ARTICLES·OF FAITH 

1. We heliev-e in one true ad · living God, Father, Sori. and' 
Roly Ghost and thes·e three are one hi · divine .essence; . power 
and glory. Romans 1 :20; John ·1 :1; 17 :21. , ... 

2. We believe that the scriptures of the Old. and New Test~_ 
tament is · the word of God, and the only infallible rule . ,of faith 
and practice. Second TimothYJ a :16; 1\Iatt. 5 :18. · · 

3; ·We believ,e that G<>d .created nian good, . and gave him 
Holy Commanq.ments whereby he sh'ould live holy -but man vol­
uri.tarily disobey'ed the commandments ot God, trangresised the 
law and fell under the just condemnation· of. the same, · whereby . 
all mankind are sinners ·not .. by constraint· but· byt · choice, heing 
partakers of the sinful nature attained by the fall, mid that man 
is unable to savce himself with his o,vn power, but we. see .Je- · 
sus for. the suffering of -death crowned with gilory, that He by 
the grace of God should taste dea:th for every. man. Gen. 3 :17; · 
Heb. 2:9. . -

4. We believe that Christ hy. His den.th, suffering and resur- · 
rection purchased our· pardon and· offered it freely to all man­
kind uon principals of repentance toward God and faith in the · 
Lord Je&us Christ. He now commands all ,men everyiwhere ~o 
repent therefore, He sayeth, "Dook unto me. and he ye sa-

. Vied, all the ends of the earth· for :r am G1od · and there is none 
'·-lse." · Matt. 4 :17 ; Isa. 45 :·22; . · Is 20-20-21. · · · 
. 5. Wt- believe that adult p:~rsons mi1St be regeuerat!ed and . · 
born of the spirit . of God, if· they inherii: eternal. life. '.fuhn 3 :3; 
1 Peter 1 :23. · . . , . . 

6.. We believe that infants and idiots are 'saved upon• the 
merits -of the Son of God. Jonah 4:H; Mark 10:14; Driet 1:39; • 

7. Wr; believe that aU Christians preserve in grace and be 
faithful to the end if th'ey inherit eternal life, 'for blessed. are 
they that do His commandments that they may have the right to 
the tree of life ,and ent-e'r .tlwou:gh the gates into the city. Rev. 

' 22 :14; l\Iatt 24 :13. · 
.· 8. We b 0 lieve that .baptism b,YI immersion, is the apostolic 
made; even the burial of a believer in. wat•er, and that Christ, 
who is our 1ife, showed his humble example to his ·children and' 
bids us to walk therein. John .3:22; l\fatt: 3:16. · Romans 6:34-
45; Matt.· 28 :19-20. 
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•. 9. We. ·believie. that God _ in His ·goiodness displays His powe~ 
of grace in great degree in calling . and qualifying His serV1!1,nts 
by, _the teaching ,of the Holy Ghost· and· by the inst'ruction of His 
word to-go forth and proclaim life. and salvation • without price. 
He bids us freely come · and nothing prevents the salvation of 
any but theii<stubhorn rebellion and sinful refusal ,to come. 1 
Cor.12 :3: Eph. 3 :7; Rev. 2·2 :l,7; . . . . 
- · 10. We believe that baptism and the L:ord 's supper and wash~ 
ing the Saint's feet are ,divine ordiriancee and should be obs·erved 
by all His children. l\fark 14-22:23; John 13 :4-14; Matt. 28:19-20. 
1 Tim: 5 :10. . . ·: 

11. W,e believe that none have a right ;to. baptism, only those 
who have a living hope in the L:ord Jesus .Christ and none have 
,the right .to administer the same only those who hav,e ·come un-

, • 

1

der. the hands of the pre·sbytery ;or elders and each church ought 
to ·have a pastor, deacons and cler~ chosen by th·, church ought 

. to hav,e ·office .during the giood pleasure of the same and in deal­
ing with disorderly: members, .reference should be.had to the 18th 
chapter 1of Mathew and. other scriptures. relative, to dealing 
with disorderly members.· In.' all cases• a majority shall rule eoc-

. cept -in receiving members and then it must be unanimous. Ti-
. tus 1-5; Acts 14-23 ;· II Cor. 6 :6. • , 

, 12. .V-te believie it is the duty of · each. church to. assemble. 
-themselves together once a m'onth and that it is the duty .of the 
pastor ,of the .church when setting forth the L'ord's supper and 
washing the saint's, feet to let· a man "examine himself and so 
let him eat;'' ·_. I. Cor .. 11 :28; John 13 :14 _ .. • .· , • 

13; We believe. that santification •and Holiness is a Bible doc-
, ,·trine, that immortality_ is God dwelling. in the light, so when this 

corruptible • shall __ have · put on incorruption · and this :mortal .shall 
hay,e put on ~mmortality ·then shall be brought to· pass. the say­

_ :ing that is written. "Death .is swallowed up in Victory." That 
it .:is •our duty to be tender and affectiomrte to one another and 
to study the happiness of the people of God_ in general and"' to 

• ·b.:; singly •engaged to promote _the honor :and ,glory of Qlod.-_Gal. 
.6: 10. 1 John 2 :9, · ) , - . , . · - __ 

14. W c believe in . the resurrection of the, dead . of• both the 
just arid the unjust; the resurrection of the just to· glory and im­
mortality in the presence 1.of God; , the . unjust to eV:erlasting1 
shame and. banishment from the presence of God. Matt. 25 :31; 1. 
Cor. 15 :42-45; 2nd. '.Thes. 1 :1-10; Rev. 20 :12-13.. · · 

I 

CHURCH C9VENANT ·· 
Having been brought as we ~umbly trust, by divine grace to 

·I 
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embrace the Lord J esu's · Christi as our Saviour and. having. · ob­
tained justificaHon by Faith ~in His name, we as members: of 
the several churches that constitute the Grand · River. Associa­
tion of Free Will Baptists, adopt the,. following as our .Church 
Covenant. . :. , · ·. :·: 

1. 'Do:watch oyer, each other in love, to pray, for each,;other 
as members of a common Faith ever strivin,g t-o kfiep the unity of. 

· spirit in the b'onds of peac,e:; . · , , , · , • · . 1 •· • • • 

2 .. We will :not speak evil. of each oth_er nor. w_ill we'persecut-e 
. or expose the · faults of the weak members, of , our church; , but 
' we will •endeavor to 'be governed by· Paul's instruction to Timothyj, 

"That we will reprov-e, rebrik,e and, extort" each. other as memo 
bers -of a common bro~herhood. .• ., -' . · .' . _: . · · ·, • 
· R We are eomma1Jded to do good unto all men; especially to 
those who are- ,of the. household ·of . Faith. . But we .·should re­
meni.ber that our relations. to each other are· closer; and the ob­
·ligations more binding than that: of , a common: bond of Christian) 

· Charity. In adopting this Covenant, we beconie as a, family and · 
assume in· a Christian sense the care· and responsibility that the 

.. ·members of a family should fed for each :other. · . .. ,-
4 .. We will attend the stated meetings -of our· 'church unless· · ·· 

we are p1.·ov-identially hindered, or imcontrollable · circU:mstances 
prevent us. And ,ve will contribute of our . mearis, as the Dordl 
has_ prospered us · for the . suppprt of. ·our pastor and other nec­
essary e:i¢pense of -our· church.. And we will prefer the service 
of our own churcli, to that of,· any other .. '. and: will pray for our 
pastor while .he is preaching .. the word ,of God to us.. · .· .· . 

5. We will' not injure our influence in the house of the Lord · 
by; occur,ying seats among. the ungle)diy and sinners;. but will oc~ 

· cupy seats near the pulpit, and use the natural powers which the· 
·L1ord has given us, to praise His Holy name. W·e· will sing, with • 
those who .sing, arid pray with thos,e who pray.· . 

· 6. We will not be guilty iof the sin of Sabbath breaking 'by 
malring Sunday visits to our· neighbors, which . is a double sin 
-against the law of God for in so doing 'we fail to attend. the 
house of the Lord and hinder others who might wish to do so. 

· Det- us remember the law of l\foses which condemns Sablbath 
breaking, and tiie words of the inspir-ed apost'le which says: 
Forsake not the assembling of Y1011rself together as the manner . 

· _of some is.''· 
7. ·w c will not. neglect secret and public prayers and those of 

us who are heads of families . .will strive to delicate our household 
t~ the service of God, by teaching our children. the ,great neces-' 
sity. of the' Christian religion as the only. hope of happiness after . 
death. We ,vill adopt the covenant of ~oshua the servant of the . 
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L'orct, and -~aY,. "but·as·for me and my house we will serve tha 
1/ord." . 

· Resolved: That what purports to be the Daiv •Of the S'up:per, be , 
_printed in our minut:es and becoome part 'of lour _coustitution, and.· 
.there kept. ': . 

. ,; ,' ., 

1LAW OF THE SlJPPER, . . ,. ·., 

... The .Lord's Suppei: was _instituted. for God's people. ,They all 
:.have equal rights to the supper and that right is a .. birthright; 
For by, op.e spirit are.- we· all baptized· into one body.· . (1 · Cor. 12:, 

, 115). This- is· not a ,water' baptism but a spiritual baptism. Again 
- Christ· says "!1 am the door,: by me if any . man. enter in he shall 

·• he saved. · (1 John 10:9) .. "He t:hat entereth not .by'the door in 
.· the' sheepfold but climbeth' up some ·othPr way, 'the same is a 
. thief arnl a. robber." (John 10:4). ·'Christ is not water baptism 

.and yet He is the door .. - '!'here is but one. door and· Christ says 
He ·is that door,, and ·he. that cometh in by that door should have · · 
full fellowship and equai: rights. with all other Christians. Let a 
man .examine himself and so· let him eat o.E that qread and drinkl -I 

- of that cup, for he. that eateth and drinketh unworthily ~eateth 
and drinketh damnatii;m to himself, not to :t:he church, b!ut . to 
hims·elf. It is, a personal matter in judging and in eating. . 
•. The church that, does judge· n.nd exclude any' of .God's people 

· is not acting in keeping with the instructions givien .to .the: church 
at Corinth. To,thus judg:e and ,:x;clude .,one. of the children- of 
God is to offend the child so judged and excluded. Now listen 
to Christ: "He that- 'offends: one. of. these litle ones that believe 
ill me, it were better for him that a mill stone wer:e hung about 
his, neck and that he were ,drowned .in · the ·depths of the s·ea. "­
Matt. 8 :6; 1 Gor. 10 :30; 31 :32. · 
. It is contended that they, of thP same faith and order should· 

be entitled to partake. of the .Lord's Supper, I admit that . true 
-faith is the means by which men become Christians. If. this is 
what is meant by the same faith I ,shall not object .. · .. · We ar,e a­
greed but if 'sect is· to be inferred . I, object .. _ As to order, if 
nothing but Gospel order is .meant very well; but J: do not think 
that one child of God· should dictate just what . another. should. 
believe or. what church he should belong to . in order that he 
may be in the ri,ght church, for i"ie church is but an organic body , 
1of Christians, . a.nd simply placing your name on the. roll book of 
the best ehurch · on farth does not . make you· a Christian; . ne,ith-
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er will a like.!process in the worst church mak,e a sinner. , The 
Eunuch believed and was baptised. What: ~hurch did he join? 
Her•e . is . faith and here is order. . Now I ask if the Eunuch 
were to wish .to commune with some of .th-e churches,, would . he 
be allowed the right? No he,is not of the sai:ne faith and or-:­
dilr; yet he. is admitted in heaven "but nay,: he oould not be ad-

. mitted to a sectarian table. At the, Dord's table all His people 
have a perfect right,~ be he whom. he may. and when the supper 
is set and all of God's people are not invited it is not tlhe Lord's 
supper, but a sectarian supper; so we ·being many are one' 
body in Christ; and -every member one of another. (Roma:i:rs. 12: 

· · 15). And· the way \Ve become one body -is by being baptized in~ 
to that body and of course this, is by spil'itual baptism. He that 
·getis. in by wat.er baptism' the same is a thief and robber; and 
when any onegets into that bodY; in a kgalway he· has a legal 
right t!o all the benefits and privileges ·of that body., for we be~ 
mg, many are. on'e bread and one body for ;ye are all partakers 
·of that one bread; (1. Cor. 10:17:). By partaking we exhibit :i 

oneness of that body. Who is meant by we? It certainly means 
all Christian of all. ages . when you come· together, tarrJi for an­
other; 'be of one mind, but let the word of'Giod-control the mind. 
If it" had eV€r: been intended by the Savior 'that:the supper should 
be guarded as s1ome attempt to gitfrd it God would have endowed 
the judges with .wisdom to dicern the pcre fr~m the imp,ure. But · 
th.e stanupoint from which tihey judge is water baptism and a 
legal administration of the same, so if baptism b'y, immersion, and ' 
a, leg·al administ'ration: this settles· the mattier and Christain char~ 
acter is '1eft entirely ,out by \vhich some made a woeful mistake; 
for. after all this precaution s:ome have· b-een found unworthy of 
the least of the privileges of any: church.. T:o admit immerniion to 

. be 1Jh'0 only mode of baptism; and a' true believer receiving it, -• 
is this not all rig,ht 1 Some would answer if by legal administra­
t:or .. This is all thati is wanting is it not a purely personal mat-, 
ter.? If SQ, he has been 1 as truly baptized as anyone. It is the 1 

duty: of the. preacher tobaptise and tlhe applicant to be baptised. 
Whiln this is done each have performed a personal duty. -If l: had_ 
never been baptized and had to wait until I. found orie whom I 
knew to be a legal administor I would never be baptizdat1 ~all as I 
cannot kno.w the heart \of man. . 'Ilwo acting in concert one acting, 
in good faith and the other riot-the one is blessed and the oth­

er is not. Every Christian is strictly responsible for , his own 
acts and· , not for · another. Simon the . S.orcerer, believed and 
was baptized; and that by a legal administer and yet .it is dis- -
rovered that he was not a. Christain. So we see that 15aptism by 
a. legal administrat_or · does . not confer any claims upon him to any-
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Christian rights, m. this tJ-ai;;e I proves it to be a personal matte11, 
as we dearly se-e t1rnt tl:i~ apost~ 0 did hi;; duty :and Sinion ·d}~ 
not or vice viers:a. Tlre' _npostle, inspired ·as·he was, did not ·alS~ 
cern the ~vil of Sim:on'is heart neither can we know the heart 
of man. When we. do 011r" duty15t k ours: . When "an appli~ant, _it 
is his. -So we £ind :that faith, repentanc•e, baptism and the ChrIB­
tain duties are. all personal and! accotintal:tle to God arid not' 'un- · 
to man: Various· are the opinions of men and the way we. ac­
count for _them is in the capacity of men; . and • if we use the 
capacity that God has given I di> ttot think t:hat we should be -et~r~ 
nally condemned for what we cannot help. The church of Chri~t 
js dividted into many members, huu it is orie spiritual liody , an<;l 
Christ the head,. and· ·they· should hav,e· the same care one :for tihe, 

other; as the natural · body has for its memhers, yet they dJo noti. 
perform the -same · ?ffice., yet they all should subserve the same 
interest of the body; · · . ·, . _ , 

1 

. . ·. 1 
· Should Christians all commune together at the Lord's table? I 
:answer what th·e Lord has joined together let_· no n1an• · put . as-
·nnd.er~ .. . . , . . 
·· We havie something more tihan forty-threei states _ in th_e Union'. 
.,.i'hey are all ,equal free and independent states, and ' y,et _they 
are one, united and have one great _central _point! at which. to 
meet and ,testify that they: are fr .:e and. independent' states 'and -~ 
y,et but 'one nation. All .Christians should have one . · central 
point at -which to nieet and let· the world know that they are one. 
Let that be the Lord's t:able. . Christians feel· ali~e: if they: do 
not think, alike. They can pre;:tch together, pray · together, · sing 
together · arid love · together, and sliould 'theyi n 10 t : comniun~ 
together? .And will ·they 'not all meet at tlnst in the ·same holy 
and happy land togethe:d Then u union and a free communion jg 
forced upon us .. Chrisf said• at ,the la~t supper that. he would 
drink no more of the fruit- of. the vine ,vith us till he drank anew 
in His kingdom .. 'l'hen all ·Christians of ·all ages. will sit around 
·one communion table in heaven. . As ,v:e find ourselves assem-. · 

_ bled thus around. one Lord's table m Heaven, .so should it be · 
·!On, earth. · 

PROCEEDINGS 
. Minutes ! of _the Twenty-first Annual session of the Oklahoma 
. Grand River Association which convened with ·Falwell church. on 
.Friday 'night b~fore the· third S:inday in August 1914. · 

· ,Congregation was caUed to ord~r by singing.. Prayer by Brto. 
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•j_., 1.i:: :Roberts:· Pre~ching. by Brb. T. w. Mitchel( follo,ved by 
Bvo. :E, ·J; · Mat~e-Ws. Text:·' Hebrew 2-1.: . . 

. Satmday .Morning 'semc{ :· 
·Met -at_ 9 o'clock.·. Singing ,by .congvegation; 

- Brayer by Brto. W. W. Jfo:dson. _. _·, · . . 
, Scripture reading and_ commentation 'by Bro .. J, _N. Musgraves, 
Mod. He made it very impl'essive upon the c~ngregation as to 

-the great work which they .were about to ,enter into. ' - _ '. . 
· W,e proceeded to · the election 0£ officers for the . ensuingi y,ear~ 

Bro. J. N. Musgrav,es. was elected Moderator. . Bro. ·, w. . w~ 
Hudson, assistant.· W. T. Miller was elected, Clerk a:rid _ Treasur~ 

. er and S'usie Millier. assistant· Clerk, aft.er w:hich the R~les '1of 
Order wore read by Bro.· J. N. Musgrav,es. . . . · 

Called for admittance 1of · new churches. · Received two -Rock 
Cre·ek Chu'I"ch, Skiatook, Okla., and R: d .. Oak', Church; Canadi~ . 
an, Okla. . . . . . · _ · . , .. . ·· .· . . , 

Bro. T. W. Mit!chell was receiv~a as corresponding delegate ·, 
, · ~from Cana!dian · AssociatioDi after which the right hand of chris­

ta:in fellowship was extended.the New:Churc·hes and 'Sister Asso-
ciation. · . . · · · 
: · Invitation to visiting b_I"ethren and sisters. to take seats in 
<iouncil. , . , 

Appointment . of ' Committees - Motio:i:i and second the Moder­
-MotJion and. second the Moder-ator apoint the Committee. Mo~ 
ion was carried. .· ·.. · . · ; . · · . . . •­

Committ,ee on Devotional Services·. - Bro. T. Meyers; . Sister 
Virgie Howard and Bro. Walter.Tee-tiers.· ·. . . 
· Committee on -Ministeral an:d Deacon 'Oharacter.,-Sister M. E. 

Roberts; Bro. F. L. Merry, ·Bro.' W. A. Uit'tlefield. ., . 
Committ,ee on Credentials -Bro. I. C. Troutman; Bro. J. F. • 

Musgraves; Bro. A, J. Branson. . . , . _ . . . 
_ -0.ommitt'ee on Fin~n0e; - Bro;; J.M. ,~Uson; Bro. Elmer Had­
:den; _Bro. Harvey, Rice. · · · , • · ' . -· · . ,· 

Motion and sec'ond ,ve adjourn until after the 11 o'clock ser­
v,1.ce. Carried. 

Closed, by prayer' by Bro: J. 'W.-1\foyer. 
• I ,, • 

Saturday 11 O'clock -Service. , .. 
· :. Singing . by. congregation. Pr:tye.r' by Bro . .J. N. Mtisgrav,es; 
· Preaching by Bro: J. 1\1. Roberts, concluded by Bro. W. W. Hud­
son .. Scriptuve reading from Malachi . 3. T·ex:t: Matt. 28-19 :20 . 

. '·God's love was wonderfully manifested and the wonderful dis-
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rourse deliv-ered by .Bro. J. l\I. Roberts th·e Father of our As­
sociation should tend t:o bind .us in a closer Christian Union and 
should awakien each c_hurch t-o the full sense· of duty, 

. -. Saturday. 2. O'clock Sexwice. 
Singin,g by ·cong~egation·'. -- ·Prayer by Bro. H.-. L. P•etty .. Gon­

. tinned to the appointment of committees; . 
. Committee on Sunday· School.· - Sister, L. C. Hucls:on ;_ Sister 

. Susie Miller;·Bro. W::B. Ifoberts . 
. ·. · Committee . on:· ·. • Obituary,. · :.: ... ,.nro: · J. · M. Roberts;· Bro. · : S. T. 

S'cott; Bro. W .. J. Cahe. · . . 
· Oommittee on Arrangements - Bro .. W. M. Wi}s9n; .Bro ... E. 

J. MathE''ws; •Bro. J. W. Moyer; Bro.· E. M. Sides.-. 
• · Committee on' Literatur:e; --Bro; l\'I. · Mount, Sister Vera 
·Rice; Bro. F. M. Jackson. . . 
_ Oommit·tee ron • T,emperance.:.....Bro: W. H. Huni'er; Bro. New-. 
ton Edwards; Bro. A. R. G,atew':iod., · . . , . 

· Motion and second wie retil'e t:o . the arbor for preaching. 
Preaching by Bro. Morrison. from 10th Chap. St. l\Iark. · 
Dismissed by·. prayer by Bro. W. W. Hudson. 

Saturday Nigt Service: 
Singing· by congregation; Preaching by Bro .. K J.• Mathew,s, 

· concluded by Bro: W. l\L Wilston. Reading· lesson •· Joshua:, 7th 
Chap. Text: Numbers :32-23; The. love of G-od was wonderful­
ly manifested by. all God'.s pe'ople. 

Sunday Morning. Ser:vice. . 
. . M•et at 9 o'clock. Prayer and praise serv:ice .conducted by: Bro .. 
'J. W. :Moyer, and what a feast we all had. · . . · ' _ · · · . 

· Preachmg at 11. 10 'dock by Bro.· Allis0n, conduded by · .Bro. 
J. Mi Roberts. Reading lesson, Psalms 33. Text: Psalms 15-1: 
2 :3. · A very soul stirring · ser- mon was preached .. 

' . . . I , 

. . . 

Sunday After.noon Service. 
· ~ Met at 3 o 'clo·ck. Singing hY( congregiat~on. Preaching by Bro. 

· M. l\L. Edens, concluded by Bro; Peacock. , Text-Kings 18 :21. 

_ . Sunday.Night.· Service •. ,_ 
· Singing by congregation. Co:,nmunion ·service was introduced 

.by Bro. J. N. Musgraves. $cripture_ reading from John 13. Bro. 
J\fosgraves made it very_ impressTve as a devine ordinance. A 
large numher participated and1 God's love was wonderfully man-· 
ifested by all God's children. 
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Mo~da.y Morning Service . 
. Met at 9 o'clock Opened with prayer by Bro. :M:. M. Edens; 

Motion and second the Moderator appoint a committiee to ·take: 
care of the tabernacle at Cole ohurch. Carried. 

Bro; Mark' Yelton was appointed. . 
.·:·The same committe,e ;was retc1ined a.t Faiwell, Bro. W. T. Miller 
S. T. Scott and G. Green .. · . . . . · 

·Motion and second the· Moderator appoint a committe,e to take 
care of· the Bro; J .. M. Roberts Building F'unds on account of the 
death of Sister Annie Morton.-· Carried. · Sister Fannie •Keys was 
appointeu. ; ' . . . . . .', . . .. ' ' ' ·, 

Motion and second to rec•eive the report of the .·co~mittees. 
Motion carried.-. . · . . . . ·· .. • : . < · . . . , . . ·. 

W,e, y~ur committ,ee· on Ministers. and . Deacons Character,· beg . 
'leav:e• to report tha.ti w,e "find! theni all in• good standing except Bro .. 
H. T. McCrary, who has. joined himself to the Missionary. Church'.. 
therefo11e we recommend his name be ,erased from our· MinisteriaL 
Di:r,0ctlory. · · · · · · · 

."( Bro. F. L. · Merry, Chairman 

We, your comrilittee ·on Oredentials. b-eg, leave t~ report as fol­
.lows: We find the Credentials of Bro. R J. Mathews and Bro: 
H: U. Petty to be -0rtliod)oX: .arid .that their..· .. names be placed on 
-our. Directory. 

. Bro.' L C. Troutip.a~,' Chairnia:U. r 
---'--··". . . ' ' 

We, your. Committe,e on Finan'~e .beg· lea~e 'to report as follows:· 
We received from the different churches $28.46. · 

. . . . Bro. J. l\L Wilsion, Chairman. 

We. your c~mmittee on Sabbath Schools beg leave to ~eporr°as. 
· follows: We adopt the same _as.in ,our proceeding minutes. 1 We 

believe it · is the duty of each church to maintain · Sabbath· 
Sdiools'.'an:d Jet it. be understood that the .Free Will Baptist rec-
·o~me:rid unio~· as t~e basis for all _Christian ~eople to do tpe 
will· of our Father m Heav1en; that we as Christians should. urute 
all ,our efforts to keep ,our children in the Sabbath schools .as it 
may be the means ,of bringing t!hem ·. to • Christ.' We earnestly 
request all of · our ministers and deacons to assist in organizing · 
:fine Sabbath ·schools and' prayer meetings which are .the spiritual 
life ,of. our churches and neighborhoods> , .. 
·•But. ,ve further recommend .. that the 'Superintendent appoint 
four teachers, christians if possible,:· or persons of good standing 
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rather than the, children _select their tleachers. ·, . ··. . . . . . 
, . Sister L. C; Hudson, Ch~l'.niian. 

We, -ytour. committee on Obituary beg leave to report as fol-. 
lows: If is with ·sadness of heart we receiv•ed the visit . of -the 

. death Angel to ·the home of orir belov,ed sister Annie· Morton.· of 
.Salina cl1urch, .. whom we deem onp of our ·brightest members, and 
Bro. J.oe Jones, a minister- of the gospel. New Harmony church 
and Sister Nancy; Green of Briartown church. We thank the 

_ !4ord that in his infinite mercy He has called so few from our pres~ 
ence since the last associational year. . Upon -their testimonYi we 
base. the claim that they are enjoying all the · bles_sii:t,gs and' 
privileges pvomised, by the Lord:: to final imd faithful to the end. 

· May we so live when we too _aru called to.cross'·the chilly stlream 
of death Jordon that we. may clasp ha.nds with them on th-, -
sunny shore •.of sweet deliveranc" where death and padli.ngs nev-
er comes. 

Bro. J. M. Roberts, Chairman. 

We; your committee _on· Arrang-eme11ts beg leave to report as . 
:follows: Takingi into .consideration . th£ • surrounding · circum­
stances and seeing the necessity of. a rµle governing .the minis-
terY.', · · ·· . . 

Be it Resolved, That foe association. forbid the. ministers 0£ .the 
sevieral districts_ of the. association speaking disrespectfully · of 
on~. another ,bef.o:e the public _and any one !ound guilty of· such 
conduct' shall be ·1iab_le to charges and dealt with as may be de_emed 
necessary. 

Be it Resolved, That we recommend . that .our ministers do 
not vary from. _the regular customs of the Free Will Baptist in 
regard. to receiving: and . dismissing members: .... 'W e,' further rec­
ommend that this body rules that through out the severalchurch­
. es -0f this · association 'thatJ each member of . the .· church pay 10 
cents· per year -for any nec·essa:ry expenses. . : Further· .. more ad­
vise that the moderators .of the churches •. impress upon t h <l 

cliurches the great necessity of observing aU the rulings. of this 
. association. Be _ it Resolve<l;, Thau· any elder of this · assicia­
tion takfog the Evangelistic work that it shall be the ,dut~ of 
each church to ·assist him in _the work a n · d t•his association 
shall. emppwer the Moderator · andJ Cl~rk with . authority to fu.r-. 
nish the Ev:angelist with· recommendati6iif he be f.ound worthy. 

Be it• Resolved, ,,That we forbid any of our ministers chal-
- lenging any denomination to· debate: Resolved that we prohibit 

the .me1nbers 1of our churches Erom giving, going to or participa­
ting in play parties. or dances ~nd any found guilty of such of-
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fense shall b~ due the chu~ch: acknowledg,emei:tt ·or shall ·be con-., 
sidered, by. the b!Ody ·as a strang;er as this evil causes many of 
_our young people to forsak;e the. right. way and ,go off in s4I. Be 
itJ further Resolved; ,That, we forbid any of imr ministers or mem­
bers of' -0ur _ch_urches of this association ,.preachin·g sanctification: 
or holiness a:s· a sec'ond work, of grace., separate ·and apart frorµ 

·the.regeneration or., conv:ersiio!l. , .. ··, · . · · 
We endorse the;, last year • report with. the following '.. ainend_­

ment. First. _Be it Resolved., 'f:hat every member of an respec-_ 
t1ve churches c·omprising the Grand River Association be, vequest- . 
ed to obey the commandments of -God c as: iecorded in 1 Cor. 16-2 
and II Cor. 9-7 to-lay by in store. ,as·. God ; has prospered them 

· upon the first· day -of the ,week, in' . their:- homes or_ churches so 
as to oe prepared to aid the ministers in publishing the ,gospel to 
help the widowsan<l. the worthy: poor, -and -that the compulsatory 
:in every r·espect be disnuled. Resolved,- -That every- ordained 
minister . should . preach at least four sermons' each' month· if, not 
providentially hind.ered and we require that every. ordained' min-. 
ister report each year to the• association -either in letter or by 
person. · ' .. • · · _ · '. ·· · 

Be it ·Resolv-ed, _That eviery· church that calls a minister_ to the 
· pastorial · care · should administe1• iio .·his· support,· as 'God ·ha·s . pros~ 

pered them.. . ,. , .. · ' .· . _-·. · ·_ • • .·· . ·: 
Resolved, That ·our articles· of Faith stand as they are in the , 

old minutes. ; · . . .. . 
Resolved: That \ve ·recoinmend the ~d6pti6n .of a, rule in 'the ·dif} 

ferent·churche:S that'·au 'members"shallpiy 10··cents minut1e fund 
each year.-·_ · _ · . ,\' _ . · ,_ . . _ · : .· · . · 
. Be it Resolved,• That this a:ssoci~tioh recommend ,'t h a t np 

church shall . ordain ·a· minist'er ;1ritilhe j:n,oves himself worthy for 
a space of twelve, months ... ' , ·. . .. ·. . ' I . ' ·. . . '. . • 

. we·. helieve. one great · ,cause of':the languisllin,g · condition of 
the. Free Will Baptist. is for the. lac1~ of finance, . . . ·· . ' . ' , 

Be it . Resolved, We ask tha as,sociation to help us to earn~ · 
estly pray that, the Divine P.ower of God help us to adopt a more 
firm bases of . financing. '. ,. . . . : I ; . • . • . . • ' . . . ' 

. , . . Bro. W: l\f. Wilson, Chairma:n~ 
. ..... , 

.. ' ... --"---.. -.,. ' . .-
We )"OUr .eommittee. on Literature, beg le.ave 'to report .;as fol­

lows:, We recommend the Bible as· flhe ·-Man of our Council;· We 
would urge· eacµ·and· everyone ,to read --the word. of God: more 
prayerfony: and insist· that w~ be0ome .. closer, .- unitep. on . its 

. teachings and ho!d · up the .hands ,of .. the . ministry and the,_ banner 
·· of Christ. We .further recommend that 'each and. every · member 
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read the Free' Will B~pti~tJ Banne;,· ~rihted\it '·spi~Ol, OkJla; 
. " · - , : . }~~o: '~-i,~J. ~¥.ou~r~Ohl;tii;m{tn. 

•· --.. , ,_.,.., - '----·-~··--
. We your committ~e on. Temper~nc~ . b·eg "leavi,:to'.'re~orti as fol­

. lows: Resolved, That we will._not"_tolerate liguorsjncany,form. 
It mak•es wrecks of'promising youn·gi men, ,it makes .the' hear~ 
of dear mothers t,o ache, aii:d it makes_ orphans :of little ··children 

. an!d 'causes .them to go, hungry and -half ,nak:'ed· m· · ciold winter 
breezes, and it is also· degrading ·to_ the entire - ·hun1an··· • family;, 
and we ... known as the Pree Will Baptist believe that every, child 
of God must have the· same equal rights, and dear · brethren we 
the committee,, will stat'e that all redeemed children of God · must 

· separate ·themselves froni strong drink. God spake un1Jo Moses 
·•.that he should command the childr(ln ,of Israel as any man or 

woman making ,a v:ow-that he shall ·separate himself from stJr'ong 
drink. So my belov,ed· brethren, we 'niust not let sin reign in our 
mortal ,b"odies, £or if ye•.·sin after tlie. · flesh y,e shall die, .but I if 
ye through the S:pirit do'. mortify the deeds of the b'ody ye shall . 
live. Romans 8-13., Help us to pray earnestly thatJ the children 
-0f God may live after the Spirit. Those that worship G~od nius~ 
worship Him.:in Spirit and in Truth.'-as intoxicants kill not only 
in this world, but' it. kills beyond the .tomb,. for rio drrinkard shall 
inherit ·the kingdom, of-: God .. f;foe ·GaL 5-21. We also .iav;_or the. 

, suspensiion of\any Pree.-Will Baptist:ininister who_is a 'dram drink- , 
er. 1 Gor. 6-10. II Heb: 2-15-16. It makes wrecks- ·of many homes. 

. . . . Bro., W. H. Hunter, Chai~man. 

' ':· < 

Motion and second that Bro. W. • W; Hulds,6n be elected. to the 
Evangelist . work for the ensuing year. Carried. . 

Motion : an_d second _ that Bro. J .. · N. Musgraves preach the . In- · 
troductory Sermon, and Bro:· W. M .. Wilson, alte_rnate. ' 

l\fotion and· sec1ond -'the next Association be held ·with· Cole 
Church on :B.,riday. night before Jhe ;third Sunday iri Aug. 1915. 

Motion .. and second that we: represent in the· Roberts-McGee 
Association to be. held nia:r· Antlers· Okla., on Prida<y night be-
fore the first Sunday. in-. Sept.'-1914. · 

13ro. J .. ·F. l\fosgraves'·was elected delegate, Bro. A. R. Gate-
wood alternate. ·· ·, ,. " , . ~ .. - .. 

Motion and second we e-xtend our heart-felt thanks to the -peo­
·ple of Palwell and surrounding, neighborho•od · for their. kindness 

· . .llhown us during Our stay with them. · _ "· · · 
· ·- Motion' and second we adjourn until. next Association which will 
convene with Cole· Church, on Priday night befoi;e the third Sun,: . 
day in August 1915.· · · :. · .. · 

\., 

I , 



. I 

.Churches. 

New Harmony 
Salina 
Brairtown • 
Cole ·. · 
New Home 
Macedonia· 

-·Peggs. 
Bethel~o.l 
Falwell 

New Churches 

·Red Oak -
Rock Creek 

l r 

Delegates 

Bros. W. B. Roberts, W. H. Hunter,· Sister. M. E. Roberts 
Bro, J. M. RPberts · 
By Letter · . 
Bro. Walter Teeters, Elmer Hadden 
Bro. Sides, Sister Sides . 
By Letter . . · -. · . · . . , . . · . 
Bros. W. A. µittlefield; F. L. 'M~rry, Sister Fannie Cabe 
Sister Vera Rice · . . -· . . . 
Bro. A. J. Branson, I. C. Troutman, SisterVergie Howard 

IBro. H. L. Petty . . 
_Bro. Newton Ed wards " 
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Minist,ers' Report 

W. M. Wilson 
.T. N. Musgraves 
J. N. Roberts 
J. W. Moyer * 
E .. J. Mathews 
H. L. Pett.v 
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MINIBTBRS. 

R.H. Byrd 
J. M. Roberts 
C. C. Hoose 
J. N. Musgraves 
A. ·B. Self 
R. E. Woolard 
I. N. Baile~ 
J. W. Moyier. 
W.M.Beston 
J'. L. Redwine 
G. W.Benton 
W.M. Wilson 
J. R. Eytcheson 
Jack Campbell 
E. L. Starr 
E. J. Mathews 
N. J. Hatchett 
ti-. F. Samples 
W.W. Hudson 
R. E. Session 
B. F. Fairchilds 
J.C. Jones 
Ben Dunaway 

Churches 

New Harmony 
Salina 
Briartown 
Cole 
New Home 
Macedonia 

. Peggs 
Bethel No. 1. 
Falwell 
Red Oak · 
Rock CrPek 

J 

W. B. Roberts 
Annie Morton 

POST OPJ'IOES. 

Mark, Okla. 
Borum, Okla., 
Peggs. Okla. 
:Mc!Jaiit, Okla. 
Webber Falls-, Ok:ila. 

. :Pitts, Okla. 
l,>eggs, ·Okla. 
Wekima Okla. 
Pierce,. Okla. 
Mark; Okla .. 

. Mounds, Okla. 
Wiagtc>ner, Okla. 
-Oaweta Okla. 
· Brairtown, Okla. 
Tulsa, ·Okla. 
Webber Falls · Okla. 
Oklnulgee Okla. 
Peggs, Okla. 
Hitchita, Okila. 
T1eranna, Okla. 
Mark, Okla. 
Salina, Okla. 

Poft Off~e 

S. J. Long . 
Sister Hinderson 
Donna Fran:kB 
D. P. Hawks 
Cornelia Meny 
Flora Fisher 

Loew, Grove 
Salina 
Briartown · 
'.rip 
Peggs 
Webber Falls 
Peggs 
Gideon 
Mounds 
Canadian 
Skiatook 

W. T. Miller 
M. E. Kelley 
J.M.- Edwards 






