
MINUTES 

OF THE 

Twenty-Second Annual Session 

OF THE 

Grand River Association of Free 
Will Baptist 

WHICH CONVENED WITH 

Cole Church, Friday Night, Before the Third Sunday 
in August, 1915 

BRO. J. N. MUSGRAVES, Moderator 
BRO. W. W. HUDSON, Assistant 

Next Annual Session will t,e held with Peggs C'hurch, 1wel'<e miles northeast of 
Hulbert and twelve miles northwf'ot of Tahlequah, beg inning Friday night be tore 
the T h ird Sundny in August, 1916. Bro. J. M. Jackson . Moderator. Bro, W. 
M. Wlloon, Assistant. 
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ORDER OP BUSINESS . . 
1~ Read letters from the churches. 
2. Election of officers.. 
3 · Reception . of new members. · 

. 4.. Invitation to visiting bre~h1·en to take seats. 
5. Call for correspondence. . · · 
6. .Appointment of committees. 
7. Call for report of Committees. 
8. i Miscellaneous business. · 
9. .Appointment of correspondenis, 

· 10. ·Time and place of. holding the next session. ·. 
11. Election of a minister to preach 1th.e introduchno/. 
12. .Adjournment of the Association. ! . 

I FORMS. 
Church Letter t~ the Association. 

From ........ Church to the Oklahoma Grand 'River Assoda-
tion of · Free Will Baptists, when ias,sembled with / .. , ....... ,• . 
. We send as delegate from our . church Bros. . .......... ' .... . 

whom we pray you to receive to sit with you arid aid y'ou in your 
deliberations. · · : · . , 

,(Add statistical re'port, state of religion, number in fellowship; 
etc.) 

Done -in church Conference .. , . . . . :. . . . . . . ..... 191. .. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . , ......... Moderator, P. 0. Address . 

. . : ............ ; .... Clerk, P. 0. Addr,ess. 

Letter o~ Dismissal. 
Tb.is certifies that ............ · .............. is a member of 

good standing of· the Free Will ,f3aptist church at. ............ . 
. ;1nd as such we recommend him to the fellowship ·of God's peo­

. ple'. 
Done by order of Church in Conference , ..... '. . . . . . . . 191. . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Moderator 
, ......... · .... · ........ Clerk. 

Dea;con,'.s Le1:ter. 
This is to certify that Bro.· ..... '. ..... ; .. : ....... is a worthy 

qeacon ,of our church and we r'ecommend him. as being worthy 
of his calliug. · 

Done in church Conference this ........ day of ...... ; . 191. . 
. . . . . . . . Clerk. . 

. Moderator. 
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:aui.is' OF' ORDER. 
1. At every sitting business shall be opened and c'ondtrcted 

by prayer by the Moderator, or whomsoever he may re'quest.· 
2. Ministers present invited tb · seats afo allowed to· take· 

part in the debate on all subjects and vote. 
3. Those who speak shall rise arid address th,e ~foderator_ 

Personal reflections shall be avoided in all' debates. 
4. No motion shall be discussed without being seconded. 
5. When a motion ·has been made and seconded and a mem­

ber op·poses its discussion the .Modera_tor shall put the question:. 
Shall it be dicusssed. If negative, th.e question shall be' discus-' 
sed. 

6. If any proposition or motion under debate contains two or 
more points· it shiall be divided at the request of any member and 
a vote taken. , . · 

7. Motions-· made and lost shall :notl be recorded. 
8. No one shall speak more than twice on any question with-· 

out special leave of the · 1\fodera~•dr. 
. 9. All questions decided by a majority ~f' the members pre<,-· 
~~ / 

10. No member sh.all absent himself without special leave of 
the Moderofor. 

11. Minutes shall be leisurely read and corrected before the 
close of the Association, if necessary. . . . 

12. In the future sessions of the Association, arrangements . 
.shall 1be niade to insure two or tnor:e sermons each day, or oflwr 
eq11ivalent exercises. · , 

13. The Rules of Order shall be. distinctly read from the·· chair· 
immediately after the. 'organiza'.ion of the Association. 

14. Alterations may be made iri these rules at any regular ses­
sion of the Association. 

CONSTITUTION 
From tthe long experience, we, the members ·or the Free Will 

naptist Church of Christ being regularly baptised on upon a pro­
fession of our faith in Jesus Christ, and being convinced of the 
necessity of a combination of chmchPs to perpetuate a union and 
communion among us and to preserve arid mai.ntain correspond­
ence with each other, do th,erefore ordain this constitution for 
our better church government. 

1. This Association shall be composed of members chosen· by 
different churches in our union not exceeding three delegates 
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frbin e:aJh chil:rch and on proB.utHhg letters sh.au be entitled to 
srnts. 

2. L1etters from the different churches · are to express the 
number in fellowship, the number . received _by experience, let­
ters . of recommendation; th.e rtumlier dismissed, excludea., res:tor­
ed and those who have died sinet. the Association. 

3. The members thus chosen aird convenecl to lie denominated. 
the Grand River . As:sciciatioh . of Free Will Baptists being. com­
posed of sundry churches in the. Gra.nd River Association-the M 
sociation having -ho pow~~ fo 'lord it over God's heritage nor. to . · 

. hr.ve any ecclesiastical power: o'ver the churches, reserving · the 
right of witrhd~awing from any church becoming disorderly. , 

4. , The A:.s:3ociaticin to have . a Moderato~. Clerk and Treasur'" 
' ·e1-, who are to be chosen by the suffrage of the members present. 

· 5. Newly constituted churche~ may be admitted to the As,soei­
ati'on who are tii petition by lett:er artd delegates and if upon ex­
a'inination they are fouhd t'o be or'h,odox 'and orderly, they may 
be r_eceived into the .Association 'the Moderator giving the right 
ha.nd of fellowship. · · . . . . . 
. 6. No question from any eh:ur~h sh~ll · come under the consid­
era'tion ·of the Association! unless it has first been discus~ed in 
its own church. .· . . . , 

7. Every :ri:10-tion made and s'eeonded shall cdine under the 'eon'-:­
sideration of the Associaticih, 'except it be withdrawn by the 
rrieinber who made it. . · . . 

8. The Association is to end~av'or to ru~nish the churches with 
mfrm'es of th.e A~sociation in, proportion to the :number of mem: 
bers in each chu.r"ch, the distribution. being at the. discretion :>f 
the As,sociation. . . · 

9. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to k'eep a regular file of 
· Othe minutes of the Association on a book to be klept by the As-
'sociati'on £or this purpose. .• -' · 

.,10. The minutes -of the Association shall be read and correct­
ed, if needed and signed by tihe Moderator and Clerk before the 
close of the Association. 1 

11. Amendments fo the Co~titution may be made when nec­
essary by a majority of the members present . 
. Resolved, that _we. earnestly_ request ail' 'of our ministers and 

deacons ana. churches composing . this Association to co-operate 
· with each otiher and to assist in -every way· they can to help 
furtlier the 'G.ospel arid that each. church sh'ould help their pa&-

• tor and if an 'evangelist should visit any destitute place and or-
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ganize ch~rches that we urge upon the people to asaist the•· evan- · 
gelist so he ean go and preach the word. 

ARTIOLES OF FAITH 

1. We believe in one true and living God, Father, S'on and 
Holy Ghost and these three are one in divine essence, power and 
glory. Romans 1 :20 ; John 1 : I ; 17 :21. . . . 

2. We believe that the scriptures of the Old and New 'I1est­
ament is the word of God, and the only · infallible rule of faith 
and practice. Second Timothy 3 :16; Matt. 5 :18. 

3. ,We believe that God created man good, and.gave him Holy; 
Commandments whereby he should Hve holy but man voluntarily 
disobeyed the commandments of God, transgressed the law and 
and fell under th~ just condemnation of the same, whereby, all ma:q.­
kind are sinners, not by constr{lint but by choice, being partak­
ers of the sinful nature attained by the .fall, and that man is un­
able to save himself with his own power, but we see Jesus for th~ 
suffering of death crowned with. glory, th.at He by. the grace of 
God should taste death, for every man. Gen. 3 :17; Heb. 2 :9. 

4. We believe that Christ by His death, suffering and resur­
rection purchased our pardon and offered it freely to all man­
kind upon principles of repentance toward God and .faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. He now eommands all men everywhere to 
repent therefore, He sayeth, ''look unto me and b(' ye saved, .tll 
the ends of the earth for I am · God and there is · none else." 
Matt. 4 :17 ; Is.a. 45 :22 ; Acts 20 :20-21. 

5. ·We believe. that adult persons must be regenerated and 
born of the spirit) of God, 1f they inherit. eternal life. John 3 :3. 
I Peter 1 ~23. 

6. We believe that infants and idiots are saved upon the 
merits of the Son of God .. Jonah 4:11; Mark 10:14; Duet. 1:39. 

7. We believe that all Ch.ristians preserve in grace and be 
faithful to the end if they inherit eternal life, fo1· blessed are 
they that do His commandments that they may have the right 
to the tree of life and enter throug,h the gates into the city: Rev. 
22:14; Matt. 24:13. 

8. We believe that baptism ·by immersion is the apostolic 
made; even· the burial of a believer in water, and that Christ, 
who is our life, showed his humble example to his children and 
bids us to walk therein. John 3 :22; Matt: 3 :16; Romans 6 :34-
45; Matt. 28 :19-20. I 
· 9. We believe that· God in His goodness displays His power 
of ·grace in great degree in calling and qualifying His servants 



I 

-5.-

. by the\ teaching of the Holy Ghost and by the instruction of His 
word · to go forth and proclaim life and salvation without price. 
:Ue bids us freely come and nothing prevents the s,alvation of 
any but their stubborn rebellion and sinful refusal to come. 1 
Cor. 12 :3; Eph. 3 :7; Rev. 22 :17. 

10. We believe that baptism and the Lord's supper and wash­
ing the Saints' feet are divine ordinances and should be observe~ 
by all His children.. Mark 14 :22-23; John 13 :4-14; Matt. 28 :19-
20; l Tim; 5:10. 1 

• • 

· lL We ,believe. that none have a right to baptism, only thos,e 
who have. a living hope in the Lord \Jesus Ch.rist a_nd none have 
_the right to administer the same only those who have come un­
der the. hands of 'the presbyteryor· eld~rs and each church ought 

. to have a pastor, deacons, and clerk .chosen by the church ought 
to have office during th.e good pleasure of the same and in deal-

• ing with disorderly members, reference should be · had to the 18th 
· ·chapter of Matth.ew anci other scriptures relative to dealing with 

disorderly members. In all cases a majority shall rule, except in 
receiving members, and then it must be unanimous. Titus 1 :5; 
Acts 14 :23; II Cor. 6 :6. . _ · . . 
' 12. We believe it is the duty of each church to assemble 
themselves together once a month and that it is the duty of the 
pastor of the church. when · setting forth the Lord's supper and 
washing the saints' feet to let a man "ex,tmine himself ·and so 
let him eat." I Cor. 11 :28; John W:14. , 

· 13. We believe that sanctification and Holiness is a Bible doc­
tri~e, . that immortality. is God d,velling in th.e: light so when this 

· corruptible shall have put on ~ncorruption and this mortal shall 
ihave put on immortality then shall he brought to pass the say­
ing' that is written, "Death is~ swallowed up in Victory." That 
it is our duty to be tender and affectionate to one another and 
to study the. happiness of the people of _God· in general and_ to 
be singly engaged to promote the honor and glory of' ~d. GaL 
6:10; I John 2:9. . . _ 

14. We believe in the resurrec,tion of the dead of both the · 
· jnst and the unjust; the resurrection of the just to glory and im­
mortality in the presence of God; · the unjust to everlasting 
shame and banishment from the presence of God. Matt. 2·5 :31; 
I Cor. 15 :42-45; II _Thes: 1:1-10; Rev. ·20 :12-13. 

- , I CHURCH COVENANT 
·Having been brought, as we hum9ly trust, by, divine grace to 

. embrace the' Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and having obtain- · 
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ed justification by Faith. in His name, we, as members o! th~ :~ev- · 
eral churches that constitute the Grand. River Association of Free 
"\Yiil BaI?tists,. !l~OJ?t 'the follo)ving as' <?U; C:1/-nr<:h Cov~pa~t. . . 

1. To watch over each oth,er in love, to pray' for each other 
as members of 'a 'co:mm_on 'Faith' ev~r strivipg to'. ;keep the 

1 11_n~ty 1 'of 
1 spirit in the ~w1ds qf p_eace. • 

2.-. We will nqt speak evil of each oth.~r n,9r '".ill- -'Ye perset,ute . 
or expose the fault!> of th.e we~k mem,b_ers <?f oux. <:hJ1,i:;ch; _but 
we will ·endeavor to be governed by Paul's instructi_of/. t,o Timothy, 
'"Dhat we will reprove, rebuke and extort.'' each· other as mem-
bers of a common''h,rotherhood. . . .. . . . . . 

3. We are commanded to do good .unto all men, especially to 
tl:ose who are of the household of Faith. . But we should re­
member that our relations/ to each other. are closer and the ob- . 
ligations more binding than that ·of a common bond of Christian 
Charity. · In adopting this Oovrnant, we become as a family and 
a,sume in a Christian sense the care and responsibility that the 
members of a family should feel for. · each other. · 

4. We will attend the stated meeti.i:i,gs of our ch_urch unless 
we are providentially hindered, en uncon•rollable circuni~tanc2s 
prevent us. And we will contribute of our means, as the. Lord 
has prospered ·us . for the support of our pastor· and other nee- · 
eisary expense of our church. And we · will prefer the ser,vice 
of our own church to that of any other and will pray for our 
pas'or while he is preaching tl1e word of God to 11s. ,_ 

5. Vf e will ~ot in;jur·e our influence in. th_e .house . of the Lord 
r~v _ occupying scitts among the ungo.dly and sinners; hut. will oc­
cupy sea's near the pulpit and U:sc the natural powers which the , 
Lord has given -µs' to praise 'His Holy naiiie. · We will s_ing with · 
those who sing· and pray ,vith tl oEe who . pray. . . . ' . 

6. We will not b~ guilty· of the sin of Sabbath breaking by · 
making Sunday' visitsto Ol1r neighbors; which is a double sin 
against the law 16f God fo'r in so doing we 'fail to attena the 
house of the Liord and hinder ( thers who might· wish to do so. 
Let us remember the law of lllc .. ses which condemi1s Sabbath 
breakil]g, and th~ words of the inspired . apostle . which says: 
Forsake not the assembling. of : ourself together as the manure 
of some is.'' ., 

,7. We will not· ne·glect · secret ·and public prayers and those of 
us who arc heads of fa,milies will striYe to dedicate our household\ 
to the service of God by teaching our children the great. neces­
sity of. the Chris~~~n r~l,igi?n a_s the onlY. hope of happiness after 
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death. We ,wUI ad<:>pt tpe coy~p.allt of loshua, the .servant of the 
Lorq, iJ:Ild S/J,Y, "B.ut ·11.s for nm ap.d :r;ny _hoµ_se, we wm $·erve the 
Lord." · · · 
· _Resolved: 'fhilt wh.at purports to be the L,aw of tl).e Supper je 

pri:q{ed in our minutes and becpnie part. of our constitlftion, and 
there -~ept 

11.AJW OF THE SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper was instituted for God's people. · Tihey .all 

111:we equal rights to the supper and that_ rig_ht is a birth6ght. 
Por. by one spirit are we all baptized into one body. '(I Oor. 12: 
15). This is not a water bapti~m but a spiritual baptism. Again 
Christ .says, "T _am th.e door, by me if any man enter in he shall 
b6. saved." (I .John 10:9). "He that entereth not by the door,in 
the sheepfold but climeth. up F.ome1 other way, th.e same is 1 
thief and a robber." (John 10:4) .. Christ is not water baptism 
,and yet He is _the door. There b but one door and Christ says· 
He_ is ,that door, and he that ccmeth in by that door should have 
full fellowship and equal rights v.rith all other Christians. !Jet n, 

man eX!amine himself and so let .him eat 'of that bread and drink 
of -that cup, for he that eate.th ~nd. drinketh .unworthily eateth 
and drinketh damnation to ·him~elf,. not to the church, but to. 
himself. It is a personal matter in judging and in eating. 

'llhe church that does judge anct · exclude any of' God's people. 
is not· acting in keeping . with the instructions given to the church 
at. C_orinth. To thus ·judge and e:x;,clude one · of the children of 
God .is to offeu d the child so jr dged and. excluded. Now listen 1 

to Christ: ,"He that offends ·one of these. little ones that believe 
fo' me, 'it were better for him tha{ a mill stone were hung about 
his neck and that he were dro-wned in the depths of the sea." 
Matt. 8:6;.I Oor. 10:30; 3'1:32. 1 

. • • • 

. It is contended that they .of the same faith and ·order should 
· be· entitled to partake of the Lcrd 's Supper. I admit that true 

faith is the means by which men become·. Christians. If this is 
, what is meant: by the same faith I shall not object. We are a­

gi;eed, but ·if sect is to be inferred, I object. As to order if 
nothing. but Gospel order is me ant,. very ,vell; but I do not think 
. that one child of God should Jictate just · wh.at another should 
believe or what .church he should. belong to in order that he may 
9e in the righ,t church, for . the church is _·but an organic body 
of Christians, and siU1ply . placing your name on the roll bo'ok of 
the best church on earth. ,does 11ot make you a Christian; neith­
e;• will a like process in the wqri;t church. make a sinner. The 
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Eunich. believ-ed and was baptiS('d. What church did. he join 't 
Here :is faith and here is order. Now I ask if the Eunich were· 
fo wish to commune with some of th.e church-es would he be al­
lowed the rightT No, he is not of the same faith and order; yet.. 
he i9 admitted in heaven. But nay, h.e could not be admitted 
to a sectarian table. At the Lord's table all His peQple have 
a perfect right, be he whom ,he may and ~hen the supper is set 
and all of God's people are not· invited, it is not the Lord's 
suppH, but · a sectarian supper; so. we, being many· are one body· 
in Christ; and every member one of another. .(Romans 12 :15.) 
And the way we become one body_ is by being baptized into, 
that body and of course this fo by spiritual· baptism. He that 
gets in by water baptism, the rnme is a thief and robber; and 

. when any one gets into that ·body in a. legal way he has a· legal 
right to all the benefits and privileges of that body, for we, be-

1 ing many, are one bread and one body;. for we are all partakers 
of that one bread. . (I Cor. 10 :17.) By partaking we exhibit a 
oneness of that b'ody. Wh.at 'is meant by we,Y It certainly means 
all Christians of all ages when you come together tarry for an­
other; be of one mind, but let the word of God control the mind. 
If it had ever been intended by the Savior that the supper should 
be guarded·as some attempt to guard it, God would have endowed 
the judges with wisdom to discern the pure from the impure. 
But the standpoint from which they judge is wat~r baptism and 
a legal administration of the same;. so if baptism by immersion, 
and a legal administration, this settles the matter and Chris•ian 
character is left entirely out, by which some made a woeful mis­
take; for after all th.is precauticn sonie have been found unwor- . 
thy of. the least of the privileges of any church. To admit im­
mersion to be the only mode of baptism, and, a true believer re-:­
ceiving it, is this not all right? Some would answer if by legal 
administrator.. Thi& all th.at is wanting, is it not a purely per- · 
sonal matter? If so, he has been as truly baptized as anyone. It 
is the du'y of the preacher to baptize and the applicant to be. 
baptized. When this is done evch have performed a personal 
duty If I had never been baptized and had to wait until I found 
one whom I knew to be a legal administrator I would never be 
baptized at all as I cannot know the heart of man. Two acting in 
tioncert, one acting in good .faith and the other. not-the one · is 
blessed and the other is not. Every Christian is strictly respon­
sible for his own acts and not for another. , Simon the Sorcerer 
·believed and ,was baptized, and . that -by a legal administer and 
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yet it is discovered tha! ~e was not a iChristian. , So we ~ee that 
baptism by a legal adm1!11strator does not -confer any claims up­
on him to any Ch.ristian1 rights, as this case proves it to be a per:­
sonal matter, as we clearly see thac the apostle did his duty and 
Simon did -not or vice versa. The apostle,· inspired as he was,. 
'did not discern the evil of Simon's heart, n(:)ither can we know 
thA heart of man. When we do our duty it is ours. When an ap­
pJi;ant it is his. So we find thaJt faith, repentance, baptism and 
the Christian duties are all peri,onal and accountable to God and 
not unto man. Various are the opinions of men and. the way we 
account for them is in the capaci~y of men; and. if we use _the­
capacity that!. God has given I do not think that we should be et~r­
nally condemned for wh.at we cannot help, The church of Chmt 
is divided into many members, but it · is . one spiritual body ancl 
Christ th,e head, and they should h,ave the· same care. one for the 

. other, as· the na:tural body has for its members, yet they do not 

1 
perform the' . same office, yet ihey all should sub serve thti &ame. 
interest of the body. . · 

Should Christians all commune together at the Lord's table? I 
answer what the ·Lo,rd has joined togeth.er, let no man put as-
under. · . · . · · · .. 

We have something more than forty-three states in the Union.' 
They are all equa1ly free and independent states, and yet they 
are one, united, and have one great· centra}point at which to 
meet and testify that they are free and independent states and 
yet but one nation. All Christians should · have · one central 

· point at which to meet and let· the world know that they are one. 
Let that be the Lord's table. Christians feel alike if they do 
not think alike.. They can preach together, pray together, · sing 
together and love together, and should they not commune togeth:­
erf · And will they not" all meet at last in the same holy and 
happy land together? Then a union and a free communion is 
forced upon: us. . Christ said at the last supper that he would 
drink no more of the fruit of the vine with us till he drank anew 
in His kingdom.. Then all Christians of all ages will sit around 
cne communion table in heaven. · As we find ourselves assem­
bled thus around one Iiord 's table in Heaven, so should it be on 
eia'rth.. . . ' 

PROCEEDING1S 
Minutes of the Twenfy~second annual session of the Oklahoma · 

Grand River Association which convened with Cole church on 
Friday night before th_e third Sunday in Augo:st, 1915. 
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Clongregation was c1t~led to order by singin,g. Prayer by Bro. 
J. A. Lowery. Preachmg by Bro. J .. M . . Jackson. · Text Rom­
an.a 1 :16. . Adjourned to n:i.eet Saturday niornin_g at 9 :30 ~ 'clock, 

. . Sa.turCUlv" Morning , Service. · 
· ·p~mgf~gatio~ wa.s- c~lled· to order by'si~g.,j.ng. Prayer by Bro. 
W. T. Miller. · . . . · · . .. · .. · . . .. 

_First: Reading letters from . differe~t cl~urches. 16 churches 
w~re represented. Mot~on lj,nd second' tliat we adjourn miti\ ~f­
J-t·r tlie 11 . o'clock service. Cm ried 

· Sa.t~rday 11- C/'cl~k Service. 
'. Singing .by congregation, ~th prayer by Bro.· W. B. Roberts . 
.A. few very point13d and. touch:ng remarks were made by Bro. 
-J. 1M., Roberts as to our duty as loyal members. 'rhe stand 
:wa:s fille,d by Bro. J. N. ·1\Ius-graves, conclud(d by Bro. W. M: 

,:Wilson. Scripture reading, Paul's Letter· to the Galatian Breth­
.ern. Text, John 14:6. Adjourned to meet at 2 o'clock. 

Saturday 2 O'clock· Servic~. 
Singing by congregation'. P1ayer by Bro. T. C. Crouch. We 

proceeded to the election of officers fiir, the ensuing year. Bro. 
J. M. Jackson was elected Moderator, Bro. W. 1\L Wilson, assist- . 
ant; Bro. W .. T. Miller, Clerk and Treasurer. After which the 
rules of order were read.by Bro .. J. M. Jackson. · Called for ad­
mittance of new churches; received four, Invitation to visiting 
bre<thern and sisters to take seats in council. Bro. W. B. Roberts 
was seated as corresponding delegate from Eureka association, af­
ter which th.e right hand of Christian .fello,vship · was extended 
the new churches and sister asso_ciation. ·Next appointment of the 
committees.' Motion and second that the. 1\foderator appoint thf , 
committees. Carried. 

Committee on Arrangements-Ero. J. 1\I. Jackson,· Bro. W. l\L 
Wilson; Bro. J M Roberts.' Bro.· J. W. Moyer, B_ro. F. B .. Prather, 
Bro. j_ N. Musgraves. ' ' '. I ' ' . . • 

- Committee on Obituary_:_Bro. W. T. 1\Iiller, Bro. I)uthcr _Rob­
erts, Bro. W. J. · Cabe. · 

Oommittetp on Sunday Scho_ol -Bro. J. A.. Lowery, Bro. A. J. 
Jordon, Sister_ Georgie Tell .. ' . · . . , 

Committee on Credentials'-Bro. W. W. Hudson, Bro. T. C. 
crouch, Bro. R-. J. Howard. i 

Committee on Iiiterature-Bro. F. C. Jones,. Bro. T. · E. Dear­
deuff, Bro. F. M. Jaekison. 
· Committee on Finance-Bro. W,. A. Littlefield, Bro. J. A. Hall, 

Sister· Lizzie Hamilton. ,_ , 1 _ · , 
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0ommittee on Devotional Service-Bro. G. Green, Bro. · J. F. 
l\fosgrayes, Brp. l\fi._l'.t. Yelton. , 

Committee on Ministerial · and Deacons character--·Sister Sophia 
,. Ketchum, Bro. G. W. Benton, Bro. D. P. Hawks. 

Committee .. on 'l;emper:1nce-Sister Sarah Stallcup, Bro. S. W. 
Rq(le, 13ro. ·J3. B. KeJ:chu:tn, Sister C. M. Dunning. 
. Motion and -second that we adjourn for Saturday evening ser-
vicio. · Carried. · · 

S~u:rd:ay ~ve:rµng Servic_e. 
Singing by COJ?-_gregation. . .Pr,ay,er by Bro. ·F, I. B. P•rather. 

Pr~a~hing by Bro .. J. A,. Lbwery, concluded by Bro. F. C. Jones. 
Text, Hebrews 2 :3. 

- _ ~unday 11 o:ciock Service. 
- . , ~ " . ) l •' ' •• ' , , '. '• ,. • I ' ; •. · . ! . . . 

Singing by congregation. Prayer by Br:o. R. A. Ketchum, -fol- · 
lowed by a short prayer service conducted by 'Bro. J. M. Roberts. ' 
Preaching by Bro .. J .. M. Jackson, conchided by' Bro. G. W. Ben- -
ton. Text, -Isaiah 35 :8-God 's love w:as wonderful'ly manifested ' 
by all God's· children; · · · ·- · · ·· 

• - I • •• •,' 

Sunday 3· .O'clock Service. 
Service ,vas opened. by· prayer 'b'y Bro. -W. M. Wilson. Preach­

ing by. Bro. T. E. Deardeuff, c,oncluded by Bro.· F. B. Pra,ther: 
Text, Hebreiys 11 :1. '. · -- · · · · 

Sunday Evening Service. 
Singing by congregation, after which Bro. T. E~ Deardeuff 

was ordained to the ministry. Preaching by Bro. A. J. Jordon. 
Text, · Luke. 13 :3. · After preaching communion service was, intro- 1 

duced by Bro. J. M. Roberts. A large number participated and 
a glorious lov,e feast· was enjoyed · by all God's children. 

_ Monday· Morning Service. 
Opened bf singing .. Pray_er: by" Bto. '; J. l\f. J acksop. Motion .. 

and s1econd' 'to receive the reports of the committees. Motion'.· car-. 
ried. · · · · -

We, your Commi,tte:e on 1\lipis,t~rs and Deacops'· _charac\er, !'e, 
quest that the religious life of Bro. A. B. Self, 'Brp. -~. E .. Wool­
ard, Bro, Jack CampbeH be investigated a.nd to learn th_e where- · 
abouts of Bro. J. R. Ey½ches-on and Bro. N. J. Ha.tc;hett.- _ 

After re~~iving reports 'fr~~.-l;rethren from differ~nt parts of-­
the association, it was moved· and carried that the names of Bro. -
A. B. Sel£; Bro. _;R. E. Woolard, Bro. J. R. Eytcheson, ·Bro. ·J aek . -.... 
Campbell and -Bro. R. H. Byrd be erased from our ministers' di-
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rectory. 
Bro .. G. W. Benton, Chairman. 

We, your Committee on Credentials, beg leave to rep'ort as fol- ·• 
lows: We find the credentialsof Bro. F. C. Jones, Bro. A. J. 
Jordon and SisteT C. M. Dunning are orthodox and their names be 
placed on our directory. . I I 

· ' Bro. W. W. Hudson, Chairman. 
\ ' 

We, your Committe-e on Finance beg leave to report as follows 
~e received from the different churches $31.24. 

' 1 · : · ,Bro. W. A. Littlefield, Chairman. 

• We, your Committee on Sabbath School beg leave to report $fS 
follows: We adopt the same as in. our preceding minutes. We 
believe it is th:e duty of each church. to maintain Sabbath Schools 
and let it be understood that the , Free Will Baptist recoriunend 
UIJion as the basis for all Christian people to do- the will of our 
Fath.er in Heaven; that we as Christians should unite all our ef~ 
forts to keep our children in the Sabbath School, as, it may be the 
means to bringing th.em to Christ. We earnestly request all of our 
ministers and . deacons to . assis't in • organizing good Sabbath 
Schools and prayer meetings, which are. the spiritual life of our 
churches and neighborb:oods. But we further .recommend· that 

· the Superintendent appoint four teachers, Christians if pos,sible, 
or pers•ons of ,good standing, rather than the children select their 
teachers. We still further re:iommcnd that we . insist on the 
Superintendent seeing to it that the real. spiritual· meanings be 
brought out of the lessons•; the spiritual part the greater and. 
the historical part the lesser. : · 

Bro. J .. A. Lowery, Chairman. 

'iW e, your Committee on Obituary beg leave to report as follows 
It is with sadness that WP bow submissively to the , death call of 
'one of our heloved and aged ministers, Bro. O. K. Davis.; We 
will not attepmt in our weakness to . try to speak of Bro. Davis 
further thPn to say that h.e was all one could· have been for the 
ea11Se of Christ, and God only can ·reward such men for their la­
bor1. Bro. Davis was an old pioneer for the cause, being in the 
1ervice 45 years. Bro. Davis departed this life at the home of hia 
dau~h.br Feb. 22, 1915, age 84 :,ears. Also· Sister Sarah E. 
Johnston-departed this life Jan. 3, 1915. She lived a consistant 
Chriatian 72 years. . She was 88 years, 2 months, 8 days old. 

Bro. W. T. Miller, Chairman. 
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We, your C-0mm.itte on Arrangelnents, beg leave to report .:is 
follows: Taking into consideration th,e surrounding circumstances 
and seeing th.e necessity of a rule governing the ministry, Be it 
;Resolved, That the Association forbid the minis'ers of the sever­
al d:stricts of the .Association speaking disrespectfully, -0f one anoth• 
er. and anyone found guilty of such conduct shall be liable to 
charges and dealt with, a'S may . be deemed necessary. , , 

Be it Resolved, That we reccmmend that our ministers do not 
vary from the re,gular customs •of the . Free Will Baptist in re­
gard to receiving and dismissing members. Furthermore advise 
that the Moderators of the chur<'hes impress upon the churches 
the great necessity. of observing all the rulings of this Assooiation. 

Be it' Resolved, That any elder of this Association taking , the 
'evangelistic work that it shall 1:e tb:e duty of each church to air 
sist him in the work and this a,socia/ion shall·enipower the Mod­
erator and Clerk with authority io furnish; the Evangelist. witli· 
recommendation if he be found worthy. · 

Be it Resolved, That we forbid any of our ministers challeng-
ing• any den'oniination to debate. · . 
· ., Re 0 olved, That we prohibit the members of our churrh:es · from 
giv!ng, going to, or participating in play parties or dances and 
any found- ,guilty of such offense shall be due the ch,urch acknow­
l~dgement. or ~hall be cons;dered b·y the body: as a stranger, as 
this evil causes many of our young people to ,forsake the right 
way and go_ off in sin. ' · · 

B:e it. Further Resolved, That we forbid any of our ministers 
or members of our churches of 1his ass'ciation peaching sanctifi­
~ation or · holiness as a second work of grace, separate and apart 
from the regene-ration or conversion. · : 
. Wr- endorse the last year's r .port with the following amend~ 

ment: First: Be it Resolved, 'I hat every member of all respec­
tive· churclHs comprising the Grand River Asso~iation, be request­
ed to obey the commandments of God as recorded in I Cor. 16 :2, 
and II Cor. 9 :7, to.lay by in store as God has prospered them up­
on the first day of the week in their homes -or churches,•. so :is 
to be prepared to aid the minis! ers in publishing the gospel to 
help the widows and the. worthy poor and _that the compulsaJory 
in every respect be disnuled. · 

· Resolved, Tha·t every ordained miniater should preach ·at least 
four sermons each month if not providentially hindered, and we 
:require . that · every ordai!l.ed minister report '.each year to the as- . 

· •ociation, either by letter. or in .person. . . 



Be it Resolved; Th)tt every church htat c·a1J1 a minister to th.e 
pastorial care should administer t.o . his support as God ha"s pros0 

pend them.. : . 

R~solv~d, Tliat our articles bf Fait1h stand as they are in the 
old minute~. 

Be it Resolved, Tlhat this association reconimendthat no church 
shall ordain a minister uritil he proves himself worthy for a spa~:·e 
of twelve months. We believe one great cause ,of. the ,languish­
ing condi'ion of the Free Will Baptist is for the lack of finance. 

Be it Resolved, We. ask the association to help us ·to earnest.fr 
pray that the Divine Power of ·aod he}p us to adopt a more firm 
ha-,is of financing.-

B~o. W. l\L Wils01;, Chairman ... 

, We, your Committee on :Uferattirr; beg· 1eave to .rep,oi't 'as fol;. 
lows: We recommend th:e Bible as the inan of ·our council. We 
would ur,.ge each and every- olle to read the. W'ord of God more 
prayerfully an'd insist that we h~'c'ome closer uni"ted on its teach~ 
ings and hold up the hands of the· ministry and the bariner 6f 
Christ. We further 'recommend that ea'ch and every in-ember read 
the Free' ·wm Bliptist· Bari.net ptjritcd M Spirol, ,Oki~: ' . ' 

. . · Brh. F. C. Jones~ C:h:airhian. 

·we, y·o~~ C~miittee on Temperanc'e, beg ie~ve to. rep·ort as fol­
lows: That we witll :not tolerate liquors in any· fori,n. It makes 
wrecks' of ,promising youpg men; 'it makes the hearts of, dear 
mo~hei;s tlo ache, a":d :it ,makes orphans of. little ,children and caus­
es the:rp. to. go hungry and half naked in cold winter breezes, and 
it is also degrading to t.h.e entire human fa.mily, and we, known 'as 
Free Will Baptist believe that -every child o,r God must hav•e the 
same ·equal rights 'arid ,dear bret,hren, . we., the. committee ,wW 
state .that all rede'·eme·d children of God 'must separEi.fe th,ems·elves 
from strong drink. Cfod spak'e Uri.to Moses tliat he ,should e·o~~ 
mand the children of Israel as any 1nan or ,vo'inan m'akinga vo,v 
that h-e. shall separate himself from strong drink .. So,_my ,belov- -
ed brethren, we must n.'ot let sin reign in· orir mo'rtal bodies, for 
if ye sin after th:e flesh ye shall die, but if ye, through the spirit, 
do mortify the. deeds of the body, ye shall live.-Romans .8 :13. 
Help us to pray earnestly that the children ·of G'iod m·ay live af~ 
ter the spirit. Those. that worship God must worship Him in 
.spirit and in truth, as infox:icants kill not ciuly in this world but 
it kills beyon·d the tomb, for no drunkard shall. iiih.erit the kirig~ 
'dom of God. Hee Ga:I. 5 :21. We also fav'or• the suspension: of' 



' 
any Free Will Baptist minister who is a dram drinker. I Oor. 
6 :10; II Hebrews 2 :15--16. It makes wrecks of many homes. 

Bro. S. W; Ross, . Chaihrian. 

Moved and seconded that the churches along- the north.ern and 
western lines be permitted to organize an association if so desired 

The Moderator requested that as many as cari. visit rthe sister 
association. 

l\I~tion and second that. the next association be held with Peggs 
ohurch beginning Friday before the th.fr~ Sunday in .August, 1916. 

Motion and· second tihat Bro. J. l\L Jackson preach the intro­
ductory' serm'on and Bro. T. E. Deardeuff alternate. 

The second fifth~Sunday meeting will be held at Liberty church 
. The third fifth.~Sunday meeting will be held at New Harmony 
church. r · 

The fourth fifth-Sunday meeting will be held at Pleasant Val­
ley church. 

Motion and second we extend our heart-felt thanks to the peo­
ple of. Co_le church and surr-.Q.lmdjng neighborhood for their· kind­
ness· shown us during our stay with them . 
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~ MINIS'l.'ERS POSTOFFICES MINISTERS POSTOFFICES 

J. M. Roberts ............ Mark, Okla. N.J.Hatchett,Weuber Falls,Okla. 
C. C. Hoose ............... Porum, Okla. G. F. Samples : ...... ..................... . 
J. N. Musgraves ...... Peggs, Okla. W.W.· Hudson ........... Peggs, Okla. 
I. N. Bailey .......... : ....... Pitts, Okla. R. E. Session .......... Hitchita, Ok a. 
J. W. Moyer ............. Peggs, Okla. B. F. Fairchilds .. Texanna, Okla. 
W. M. Beston .... , ... Wekima, Okla .. J.C. Jones ................... Mark, Okla. 
J. L. Redwine .......... Pierce, Okla. Ben D11naway ............... Salina, Okla. 
G. W. Benton .............. Mark, Okla. F'. C. Jones .............. Skiatook, Okla. 
W. M. Wilson ......... Mounds, Okla. A. J. Jordon ............. :.Eucha, Okla. 
E. L. Starr .......... Briartown, Okla. C. M. Dunning ., ....... : .. Eucha, Okla. 
E. J. Matt11ews ........... Tulsa, Okla. H. L. ·Petty ... ··········:····•··· .................... . 

. . CHURCHES CLERKS POSTOFFICES 

XCole:.......................... ......... Doff Tramble ............ . ..................... Salina, Okla. 
eggs .................. ···•.··:· .. · J. F Musgraves ...... . . .............. , ...... Pegg~, Okla. 
ew Home............. ......... Vera Rice .................... .. . ............... Peggs, Okla. 
ew Harmony-··---- .. : Sarah Stallcup ........... . . ...... Locus Grove, Okla. 
Jeasant Valley .......... Lillie Moren .............. . . ................... Peggs, Okla.' 
ew Cannian ............... Mary Franklin ... , ...... .. Chauteau, Okla. 

\Salina........ .. ...... ......... Gladys Ross ....... . 
Falwell .................... ........ W. T. Miller .. . 

....... . ........... Salina, Okla. 
. ............... Mounds, Okla. 

)cBethel No. 2 ....... : ........ Mary E. Barnes ....... . 
~ock Creek ............... J.M. Edwards_ ...... .. 
>.::Bethel No. 1 .................. Flora Fisher ............. . 
\-R,ed Oalc ........................ M. E. Kelley ............ . 
_ySulphur Spring .......... Rebecca Morris ........ . 
~~w Union .............. C. M. Dunning ........... . 
'(\'~1berty ... : ....................... Mary Gilbert .............. . 
~ayes Chapel.............. Lucy F'oree ....... : . ... . 

..... .............. Sperry, Okla . 
......... ....... Skiatook, Okla. 
.. ..... ............ Gideon, Okla. 

..Canadian, Okla . 
. ..... . .. ... Oktaha, Okla. 
. .................... Eu cha, Okla. 
. .................. Coweta, Okla. 
. .................. Coweta, Okla. 




