MINUTES

OF THE

Twenty-Third Annual Session

OF THE

Grand River Association of Free
Will Baptist

Peggs Church, Friday Night, Before the Third Sunday
in August, 1916

BRO. J. M. JACKSON, Moderator
BRO. W. M. WILSON, Assistant

Next annual session will be held with Liberty Church, seven miles north-
east of Haskell. and three and one-half miles southeast of Coweta beginning Fri-
day night before the third Sunday in August, 1917. Bro C. C. Hoose. Modera-
tor; Bro. J. M, Jackson, Assistant.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS

Read letters from the churches

Election of officers.

Reception of new members: : '

Invitation to visiting brethren to- take seats

Call for correspondence. Lo

Appointment of committees. -

Call for, Reports of Committees.

Miscellaneous business. e

_ Appointment of correspondents. - AP
10. Time and place of holding the next session.

11." Election of a minister to preach the lntroductory
12, AdJournment of the Assomatxon e

: - FORMS '
o Church Letter to the Assoclatlon '
From............ Church to the Oklahoma Grand River Assocm-‘
tion of Free Will Baptists, when assembled with R
We send as delegate from our church, Bros..............
whom we pray you to recelve to sit with you and aid you in your,‘
deliberations, - '

Pwsewewwr'

(Add statlstlcal report state of rehglon, number in fellow-_ ’

Shlp, ete.) . : . RE ‘
: Done in chprch Conference...."_.’. : d91 .
B U Moderator P. O. Address.
S S VO VN U S A Clerk, P ‘0. Address.
: : Letter of Dlsmlssal
This certifies that ..... Landss a member of
good standing of the Free Will Baptist Church at ............................
ai]d as such we recommend him to the fellowshlp of God’s peo-
ple

Done by order of Chur ch in Conference ............. S 191......
- . DR S ...Moderator.

Deacons Letter. F .

Thls is to certlfy that Brother:... ... ... is a worthy

deacon of our church and we recommend h1m as belng worthy
- of his calling.- : S

: Done in Church Conference thls ........... day of.......-..r..,..191 ......

' R Moderator
. ‘RULES OF ORDER.’ ‘ .
1 At'every sitting business shall be opened and conducted
by prayer by the Moderator, or ‘whomsoever he may request. ‘
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T2 Mmlsters present 1nv1ted to Seats are allowed to take
' ”part in the debate-on all-subjects and vote.’ ‘ y
' 3. Those who'speak shall rise- “and address the- Moderator e

t "Personal reflections shall{be avoided in all debates.

4. No motion shall be discussed without being seconded ,
: © 5. When a motion has been made and seconded and a mem-
ber opposes its discussion the Moderator shall put the question:

"+ Shall 1t be dlscussed If negatlve, the questlon shall be dlSCllSS-l

ed..
. 6. If any propos1t10n of motlon under debate contams two or
“more points it shall be d1v1ded at the request of any, member and

E - a vote taken.

7. 'Motions made and lost shall not be recorded ' "
8. ' No one shall speak more than twice on any quest1on w1th-‘ o
out special leave of the Moderator. -
‘ t-' 9. All questlons dec1ded by a maJ or1ty of the members pres- .
ent.
'10. No member shall absent hlmself w1thout spec1al leave of
the Moderator, s
.11, ‘Minutes shall be lelsurely read and corrected before the
close of the Association, if necessary.. :

12.  In the future sessions of the Assoclatlon, arrangements; e
shall be made to-insure. two or- more sermons each day, or. other B

. equivalent exercises.

13.. The Rules o‘f Order shall be dlstmctly read from the e

. chair immediately after the orgamzatlon of the Association. -

14. Alterations may be made in these rules at any regular o a

: sess1on of the Association.

CONSTITUTION o r
' From the long experience, we, the, membels of the «Free Wll]

' Baptlst Church of Christ, being regularly baptised on upon a pro- -
fession of our faith in Jesus Christ, and being convinced of the
) necessity. of a combination of churches to perpetuate a union and
communion among us and. to preserve and maintain correspond-
ence with each other, do therefore ordain thls constltutlon for

. our better church government. -
: 1. " This Assoclatlon shall be composed of. members chosen "

' by different churches in our union not exceeding three delegates

-{rom each church and on producing letters. shall be entitled to

seats

2 Letters from the dlﬂ’erent ‘churches are to express the
- number in- fellowshxp, the number recelved by experlence, let-
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ters of recommendatmn, the number d1sm1ssed excluded re-

" :stored and those who'have died since the Association..

'3, The members thus chosen and convened to be denomin-
-ated the Grand River Association of Free Will Baptists being com-.
~ posed of sundry churches in the Grand River Association—the
* . Association having no power to lord it over God’s heritage nor to
have any ecclesiastical power over the-churches, reserving the

rxght of withdrawing from any church becoming. disorderly.
' -4, The Association to have a Moderator, Clerk and Treas-
- urer, who are to be chosen by the sutfrage of the members pres-

_ ent.

B, Newly constltuted churches may be admltted to the As-
sociation who are to petition by letter and delegates and if upon
_examination they are found to be orthodox and orderly, they may

- be received into the Assoclatlon the Moderator g1v1ng the rlght

- hand of fellowship. ‘ v ‘
‘ - B. No question from any church shall come under the con-
. »sideration of the Assoc1at1on unless 1t has ﬁrst been discussed in
its own church.
"~ 1. Every motlon made and seconded shall come under the
consideration of the Assoc1atlon, except 1t be w1thdrawn by the

'~ member who made it. .

R 8.7 The Assoc1at10n is to endeavor to. furmsh the churches
with minutes of the Association.in proportlon to the number of
“members in each church, the dlstrlbutlon bemg at the dlscretlon
of the Association. ;.
9. . It shall be:the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular file of

= “the minutes of the Assocxatlon on a book to be kept, by the Asso-

-+ clation for this purpose.

... 10." The minutes of the Assomatlon shall be read: and cor-
rected if needed and signed by theModerator and Clerk before the
.. tlose of the. Association.

- .11.. Amendments to.the »Const1tutlon may be made when
necessary by a majority of the members present. -

‘Resolved, that we earnestly request all of our ministers and
deacons and churches composing this Association to.co-operate
. with each other and to assist in every way they can to help
 further the:Gospel and that each church should help their pas-
tor and if an evangelist should visit any destitute place and or-
ganize churches that we urge upon the people to assist the evan-

: gehst 80 he can go and preach the ‘word.

ARTICLES OF FAITH. -

1 We belleve in one true and l1v1ng God, Father, Son and
! o
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E Holy Ghost and these three are one in d1v1ne essence, power;and

°* glory: Romans1:20; John 1:1;17:21.-

2. -We believe that the scrlpture of the. Old and New Testa- .

"/ ‘ment is the word of God and the only infallible rule of falth and

k . practice. Second Timothy 3:16; Matt. 5:18. v v
~ .08, ~We believe that God created man. good, and gave him

; ‘Holy Commandments whereby he should live holy but man volun- .

. tarily disobeyed the commandments of God, transgressed the law’
~and fell under the just condemnation of the same, whereby all

" -1ankind are sinners, not by constraint but by choice, being par-

vakers of the sinful nature attained by the fall, and that man is

‘unable to save himself with his own power, but we see Jesus for. . -

the suﬂ'erlng of death crowned with glory, that He by the grace
of God should taste death for every man. Gen. 3:17; Heb. 2:9. .
‘ 4, We believe that Christ by His death, suffering and resur-
“ rection purchased our pardon and offered it freely to all. man--

kind upon principles.of repentance toward God and faith in-the =

Lord Jesus Christ. He now commands all men everywhere to
repent therefore, He sayeth, “Look unto me and be ye, saved all 7
the ends of the earth for I am God and-there is, none else.” Matt
4:17; Isa. 45:22; Acts 20:20-21. .
S 5 We beheve that adult persons must be 1egenerated and
" born of the sp1r1t of God 1f they mherlt eternal life. John 3:3;
I Peter 1:23." .
6. We believe that 1nfants and idiots are saved upon the
merits of the Son of God. -Jonah 4:11; Mark 10:14; Duet. 1:39.
o 7. We believe that all Christians preserve in grace and be
faithful to the end if they inherit eternal life, for blessed are they
that do His commandments that they may have the right to the.
- tree of life and enter through the gates into the c1ty Rev. 22:14;

" Matt. 24:13.

8. We believe that baptlsm by immersion is the’ apostohc ‘
made; even the burial of a believer in water, and that Christ,
. who is our life, showed his humble example to his children and o
bids us to walk therein. John 3:223 Matt 3: 16 Romans 6 84-‘
45; Matt 28:19-20. ’
© 79" We believe that God in H1s goodness dlsplays HlS powe1 ~
_of grace in -great degree in calling and qualifying His servants -
by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by the instruction of His’
word to go forth and proclalm life and salvation without price.
He bids us freely come and nothing prevents the salvation of.”
“ - any but their stubborn rebellion and sinful refusal to come. It
‘_Cor123 Eph37 Rev2217 : :

o )
4



5 T

'10. We believe that 'baptism and the Lord’s 'eupper and

washing the Saints’ feet are divine ordinances and should be ob-"" -
served by all His children. Mark 14 22 23 John 13: 4 14; Matt '

28:19-20; I Tim. 5:10.

11. We believe that none have a rlght to baptlsm only those .

’who have a living hope in the Lord Jesus Christ and none have "

‘the right to administer the same only those who have come un- .

‘der the hands-of the presbyteryor elders and each church ought
to have a-pastor, deacons, and clerk chosen by the ¢hurch ought, -

to have office during the good pleasure of the same and'in deal-

" ing with disorderly members, reference should be had to the 18th

chapter of Matthew and other scriptures relative to dealing Wlth :

’ ,dlsorderly members. -In all cases a majority shall rule, except in -

receiving members, and then it must be unanimous. Titus 1:5;

r “Acts 14:23; 1I Cor. 6:6.

-12. We believe 1t is-the duty of each church to assemble

"ithemselves together once a, month and that it is the duty of the
. pastor of the church.when setting forth the Lord’s supper and
“waghing the saints’ feet to let a man “examine himself and S0

-let him eat.” I Cor.11:28; John. 13:14.

13. We believe that sanctlﬁcatlon and Holiness is a- Bible doc-'

o t1 ine, that 1mmortahty is God dwelling in the light so when -this

. c01rupt1ble shall have put -on incorruption and this mortal shall

- have put on 1mmortahty then shall be brought to pass. the say-
“ing that is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory.” That

e

Uit is our Jduty to be tender and affectionate to one another and

to study the happiness of the people of God in general and to'
be singly engaged to promote the honor and glory of God Gal

~6:10;1 John 2:9.

14 “We believe in the resurrection of the dead of both the -
just and the unjust; the resurrection of the just to glory and im-

* -mortality in the presence.of God; the unjust to everlasting shame

- and banishment. from the presence of God. Matt. 25 31 I Qor.

15: 42 453 11 Thes 1:1-10; Rev. 20:12-13.

: ' CHURCH COVE’\IANT
' Havmg been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace to

‘embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savmr and havinng ob-
“tained Justlﬁcatlon by Faith in His name, we, as members.of the -

several churches that constitute the Grand River Association of

‘Free Will Baptists, adopt the followmg as our Church Covenant:

.1/ To watch over each other in love, to pray for each other
as members of a common Faith ever str1v1ng to keep the unlty of
spirit in the bonds of peace «

\
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2.7 We will not speak’evil of each other nor will we persecute’
or expose the' falts (of the weak members ‘of our. church; but

"~ we will endeavor to be governed by Paul’s instruction to Tlmothy

“That we will reprove, rebuke and exhort” each other‘as mem--
bers of a common brotherhood. :

3. ‘We are cammanded to do good unto all men, especnally to

' .those who are of the household of Faith. But ‘we should re-

~ Lord”

member that our relations to each other are closer and the ob-
ligations more binding than that of a common bond of Christian.
- Charity. In adopting this Covenant, we become as a family-and
assume in a Christian sense the care and responsibility that the
.~ members of a family should feel for each other.

. 4; We will attend the stated meetlngs of our church unless
~we are providentially hindered, or uncrollable circumstances pre-
vent us. And we will contribute of our means as the Lord has
prospered us for the support of our pastor and other necessary
‘expense of our church. And we. will prefer the service of our

“own church to that of any other and will pray for our pastor' »

~while he is preachmg the word of God to us.

5. We will not injure our mﬁuence in the house of the Lord
by occupying seats among the ungodly and sinners; but will oc-
cupy seats near the pulplt and use the natural powers which the
Lord has glven us to praise His Holy name. We will s1ng w1th
‘those who sing and pray with those who pray.

6. We will not be guilty of the sin of Sabbath breaklng by]
making Sunday visits to our. nelghbors, which is a double sin
against the law of God for in" so doing 'we fail to attend-the -

house of the Lord and hinder others who might wish to do so. .

Let us remember the law of Moses which condemns’ Sabbath
breaking, and the words of the inspired apostle which "says:
. Forsake not the assembling of yourself together as the manner:

of some is.’

7. We will not neglect secret and public prayers and those of °
us who are heads of families will strive to dedicate our household
to. the service of God by teaching our children the great necessity

of the Christian religion as the only hope of happiness after =
death. We will adopt the covenant of Joshua, the servant of the -

Lord, and say, “But as for me and my house, we will serve the'

Resolved: That what purports to be the. Law of the Supper -
' be printed in our mmutes and become part!of our constltutlon,- :
-and there kept.: o




,y“. . k ,.‘ | 7' ’
Cre LAW OF THE SUPPER.

The Lord’s Supper was 1nst1tuted for God’s people <They all' o
have equal rights to the supper and, that right'is a birthright.
For by one spirit are we all baptized into one body. (I Cor. 12 15.)

- This is not a water baptism but .a.spiritual baptism. ~ Again

Christ says, “I'm the door, by me if any man enter in he shall
be saved.” (I John 10:9. ) “He that entereth not by the door in
~ the sheepfold but climeth up some other way, the same is a thief -

and a robber.” (John 10:4. ) Christ is not water babtism and -
yet He 'is the door. : *There is but one door.and Christ says He -
is that door, and he that cometh in by that'door should have full

fellowship ‘and -equal rights with all. other Christians.. Let a - . |
. man examine himself and so let him eat of that bread and drink

~ of that cup, for he that eateth and drinketh unworthily eatheth

» and drmketh damnation to  himself, not to the church, but to
himself. . It is a personal matter in Judgmg and in eatmg

‘The church that does judge and exclude any of God’s people

is not acting in ‘keeping with the instructions given to the church

at Corlnth To thus judge and exclude one of the children of

. God is to offend the child so judged and excluded. Now listen

R to Christ: “He that offends one of these little ones that believe

~in me, it.-were better for him that a mill stone were hung about
his neck and that he were drowned in’the depths of. the sea.”
Matt 8:6; I Cor. 10:30;31:32. ;

: It is contended that ‘they of the same faith and order should
;,be entltled to partake of the Lord’s Supper. I admit that true
faith'is the means by which men become Christians. If this is .
. what is meant by the same faith I shall not object. We are
agreed, but. if sect is to be,inférred, I- object. = As to order if
nothing but Gospel order is meant very well;'but I do not think

L that one child of God should dlctate just what another should.

" believe or ' what church he should belong:to: in-order, that-he-may
E be in the right church, for the church is but-an orgamc body
of 'Christians, and s1mp1y placing. your name on the roll book of
" the best church’ on earth does mot make you a Christian; neither
will a like process in the worst church make a sinner. The Eunich
believed and was baptlsed What church did he join? Here is
faith and here is order. Now I ask.if the Eunich were to
wish .to commune with some of the churches would he be al-
lowed the rlght" ‘No, he is not of the same faith and order; yet
he is admitted in heaven. 'But nay, he could not be admltted

' _to a sectarian table. " At the -Lord’s.table all His people have

. a perfect rlght be he whom ‘he may and when the ¢ supper is set’

\
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‘@nd all of God’s people are not 1nv1ted itis not the Lord’s supper, .

but a sectarian supper, S0 we, being many are one body in Christ;
and every member one of ‘another. (Romans 12:15.) And the
way we become one body is by’ being baptised into that body and

of course that is by spiritual baptism. He that gets in by water . .
baptism, the. same is a thief and robber; and when any one gets
into that body in a legal'way he has a legal right to all the benefits
and privileges of that body, for we, being many, are one bread
and one body, for we:are all partakers of that one bread. (I Cor.
10:17.) By partaking we exhibit a oneness of that body What
is meant by we?, - It certainly means all Christians of all ages
when.you come together tarry for another; be of one mind, but
let the word of God control the mind. Ifit had ever been. intended .
by the Savior that the supper should be guarded as some attempt
to guard it, God would have endowed the judges with wisdom
to discern the pure from the impure. ‘But the standpoint from'
which they judge is water baptism and a legal administration of
the same, so if baptism by immersion, and a legal administration
this settles the matter and Christian character is left entirely out
by :which some -made a woeful mistake; for after all this pre-
caution some have been found:unworthy of the least of the privi-
leges of any church. To admit immersion to be the only mode of

- baptism, -and a true believer receiving it, is this not all right?

Some would answer if by legal administrator. - This all that is
wanting, is it not a purely personal matter? If so, he has been

. as truly baptized an anyone. It is.the duty of the. preacher to

baptize and the applicant to be baptized. When this is done
each have performed a personal duty. 'If I had never been bap- °
tized and had to wait until I found one whom 1 knew to be a
legal administrator I would never be baptized at all as I cannot .
know the heart of man. Two acting in concert, one acting in - good

‘ faith and the other not—the one is blessed and the other is not.

Every Christian is strictly responsible for his own acts and not
for another. Simon the Sorcerer believed and was baptized, and
that by a legal administer and yet it is discovered that he was not
a Christian. So we see that baptism by a legal administrator
does not confer any claims upon him to any Christian rights, as
this case proves it to be a personal matter, as we clearly see that

-the apostle did his duty and Simon did not or vice versa. - The

apostle, inspired as he was, did not discern the evil of Simon’s

" heart, neither can we know the heart of man. When we do our .

duty it is ours. When an applicant it is-his. So we find that
faith, repentance, baptism and the Christian duties are allv ‘per-

4
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sonal and accountable to God and not unto ‘man. Varlous are:
capaclty of men; and if we use the capacity that God has gwen
I do not think that- ‘we -should be eternally condemned for what

we cannot help The church of Christ is divided into many mem-

- . bers, but it is one spiritual body and Christ the head, and they

_should have the same care one for the other, as:the natural body™

Jhas for its - members, yet they do not perform the same, office, yet
: they all should subserve the same interest of the body.

* ., Should Christians all commune together at the Lord’s table?

I answer what the Lord has Jomed together let no man put
asunder. -

-~ 'Wehave forty elght statées in the Umon They are all equally
free and independent states, and yet they are one, united, and
have one great central point at which to meet and testify that
‘they are free and independent states and yet buiil one: nation..
+ All Christians should have oné central point at ich: to meet
and let the world know that they, are one.. Let that be the Lord’s.
‘table. Christians feel alike-if they do not think alike. . They can
. preach together, pray together, sing together and love together,.
and- should they not commune together? And. will they not all
meet at last in the same holy and happy land: together" ‘Then
‘a union and free communion is forced upon:us. - Christ said at

the last supper that he would drink no more of the fruit of the .

- vine with us till he drank anew.in"His kmgdom Then-all Chris-~

tians of all ages will sit around one communion table in-heaven.
As we find ourselves assembled’ thus around one L01 d’s table in
'Heaven, S0 should it be on earth R 3

PROCEEDINGS

; Mmutes of the Twenty-thud Annual ses51dn of the Oklahoma
Grand River Association which convened with Peggs, Church on
Frlday mght before the third Sunday. in August, 1916

Frlday Night Service.:

SR Congregatlon was called to order by singing. Prayer by
Bro. C. C. Hoose. Preaching by Bro. J. M. Roberts. Text: 1st

and 2nd- verses of 1133 Psalm. AdJourned to meet Saturday

~ morning at 8:30 o’clock.

Saturday Mornmg Serv1ce

Congregatlon was called to order by smgmg ‘‘Prayer by Bro.
J W Graham. First, reading letters from different churches.
- Fifteen churches were - represented We proceeded to the elec-

-~

i'
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tion of officers for the ensumg year ' ‘
. Bro. C. C. Hoose was elected Moderator by acclamatlon Bro B
J. M. Jackson, Assistant Moderator. Bro. W.T. Miller was elected -
Clerk and Treasurer.’ Sister Susie Miller, Assistant. After:
- which the rules of order were read by, Bro J. M. Jackson. A
: Called for admittance of new churches.  Received none. In- o
~ vitation to visiting brethren-and sisters to take seats in council.
Called for corresponding delegates.. Bro. T. S. Pilant was seated
~ as corresponding delegate. from  the Cherokee Home Assocla-
‘tion of the General Baptists. ’
.~ Next, appointment of’ the: comm1ttees Motxon ‘made- and
seconded. ‘that the Moderator- appoint the committee, » Carried.-
' ‘Committee on Devotional Service—Sister Kate Green; Bro
' J. F. Musgraves, Bro. J.. W. Graham, Bro. T. C. Crouch, -
. Committee on Arrangements—-Bro W. W. Hudson, Bro. W .
- A. Littlefield, Bro F -C. Jones, Bro W M Mlller, Bro J.. W
-~ Moyer: s S
" Committee on Obltuary—Slster Mary Roberts, Slster Mary /
Moore, Bro. J. N. Musgraves. . -
.. "'Committee on Sabbath School——Bro Cleve Merry, Bro. B
- C. Tlmmons, Sister Vian Yelton, - -

Committee on Credentials—Bro. J M Roberts, Bro J. M

- ‘:Iackson, Bro. R. J. Howard. .
"~ Committee on L1terature——-Bro Bart Roberts, Bro L W :
Barnes, Sister Ruby Hood.

Committee on Fmance——Bro T, Myers, Bro M. E. Yelton,f.f "

Bro. F. M. Jackson.' .~ - )

- Committee on Temperance———Bro T, H. Gllbert Bro. T J
‘Cabe, Bro. A. O. Holland. Motion made and seconded that. Bro

- Frazier assist the Temperance Committee. Carried. e

Committee on Ministerial and Deacons Character — Sister ,

Julia Wilson, Bro. Bennie Ketchum, Slster Ruth Jackson. "

- Motion made and seconded that we adJourn until after the ,

11 o’clock service. = Carried., = SR

! Saturday 11 o’Clock Service.
_ Smgmg by congregation. Prayer by Bro. T. S Pllant
- Preaching by Bro. J. M. Jackson. * Concluded by Bro. T. E. Dear- -
* deuff. . Text: 34th and 35th verses of the 10th chapter of Acts

: Ad_]ourned to meet at 3:00 o’clock. e

i Saturday 3:00 o’Clock Service.’

. Called to order by singing. -Prayer by Bro. M. M Edens '
. Report. of the Committees -called:for...After -the- reports of sev-

~eral of the committees cons1derable tlme was used m drscussmg



1mportant questlons pertaining to the welfare of the Churches EEE TR
‘Moved and carried that we adJourn to meet at 9 00 o clock Mon- ; R
' day morning. : N ‘
o Saturday nght Servnce o L |
Congregatmn was called to order by smgmg Prayer by o
Bro. A. T. Oliver. Preaching by Bro. W. M. Wilson concluded .
by Bro F. C. Jones. Text: Exodus 14:13. .

Sunday 9:00 o’Clock Service. ‘
Slnglng by congregatlon After prayer service the stand
" was filled by Bro. M. M. Edens Concluded by Bro A T Oliver.
Text Hebrews 12:18, < . S i

Sunday 11:00 o’Clock Servxce ‘ :

Smgmg by congregatlon, after. whlch a testimonial serv1ce SR
was conducted by Bro. G. W. Benton. Preaching by Bro. J. N.

' ‘Musgraves, concluded by Bro. G. W. Benton. Text: Nehemiah
- 10:2. God’s love was wonderfully mamfested by all God’s Chlld-

Ten.: :
’ , Sunday 3:30 o’Clock Servnce A A
Slngmg by congregatlon ‘Prayer by Bro. R. A. Ketchum, i
“after which they proceeded to ordain Bro. A. T. Oliver to the min-
istry. The Presberty consisted of Bro. J M. Roberts Bro. W. M
Wllson Bro M. M Edens e ‘ ,

Sunday Evenmg Serv1ce ‘
‘ Congregatlon was called to order by singing, conducted by :
Professor Frazier.. Prayer by Bro. A. T. Oliver. - The commun-
- ion service was introduced by reading a part of the eleventh chap- . -
ter of ‘15t Corinthians, after which Bro. J. M. Roberts: made a
“few pomted and touching remarks being his twenty-thlrd suc-.
.- cessive year-in:the .Grand River Association.-.-After which .a™
¢+ large number participated in the ordmance and a glorious tlrne
- was enjoyed by all'God’s children. : . ,‘

Monday 9:00 o’Clock Service.

, Gongregatlon was called to order by smgmg Prayer by
“Bro. W. M. Wilson. Report of the rest of the committees called

- for.” Motion and second the report of the committees be received
and the committees discharged. Motion: carried. ;

T We, your Committee on Arrangements, beg leave. to report \

as follows: = Taking into consideration:the surrounding circum-

-stances and seeing the necessity of a rule governing the ministry, o

Be it:Resolved, That. tnexAssociation forbid.the ministers. of the |
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several districts of the ‘A‘ssociationr speaking disrespectfully'df

one another and anyoné found guilty of such conduct shall be li~ .

able to cha¥rges and dealt with as may be deemed-necessary.r

Be it Resolved, That we recommend that our ministers do not

vary from the regular customs of the Free Will Baptist in re-

gard to receiving and dismissing members Furthermore advise -

that the Moderators of the churches impress upon the churches
the great necess1ty of observing all the rulmgs of thls Assoc1a—

tion. s

Be it Resolved, That any elder of this Ass0c1atlon taklng the
evangehstlc work that it shall be the'duty of each church to as-
.'sist him in the work and this association shall empower the Mod-
erator and €Clerk with authority to furnish the Evangehst w1th,

recommendation if he be found worthy.

‘Be it Redolved, That we forbid any of our mmlsters challeng- .

ing any denomination to debate.

Resolved, That we prohibit the members of our churches.,

from giving, going to, or participating in play parties or dances
and any found guilty of such offense shall be due the church ac--

knowledment or shall be considered by the body as a stranger, as -
this evil causes many of our young people to f01sake the rlght N

way and go off .in sin. i ,

: Be it Further Resolved, That we forbld any of our mmlsters
or membpers of our churches of this association preaching sanecti-

- fication or holiness as a second work of grace, separate and apa rt

from the regeheration or conversion.

- We endorse the last year’s report with the followmo' amend- -
ment: First; Be it Resolved, That every member of all respec- -
tive churches comprising the Grand River Association, be request- -

ed to obey the commandments of God as recorded in I Cor. 16:2,
and II Cor. 9:7, to lay by in store as God has prospered them up-:
on the first day of the week. in their homes or churches, so:as to
be prepared to aid the ministers in'publishing the gospel to help
the widows and the worthy poor and that the -compulsatory in
every respect be dlsnuled ,

Resolved, That every ordained m1n1ster shouId preach at‘

least four sermons each month if not-providentially - hmdere
and we require that every ordamed minister report each year
the association, elther by letter or in person.
Be it Resolved, That every church that calIs a mlmster to the
pastorial care should administer to his support as God has pros-
. pered them . o

o



13‘

Resolved That our artlcles of Falth ‘'stand as they are in the-
- old minutes.: : .-

Be it Resolved That thig assoc1at10n recommend that o
,church shall ordain ‘a minister until he. proves ‘himself ‘worthy for.
'a space of twelve months. We believe one great cause of the
- languishing condltlon of the Free Will Baptlst 1s for the lack -
of finance. \ ’

Be it hesolved That we ask the assoc1atlon to’ help us to

kearnestly pray that the Divine Power of God help us to adopt a
‘more firm basis of financing.

Be it Resolved, That the Pastor. read the Constltutlon and

Ruhngs of the Chuxch as often as once every quarter to the ’_ S

church.
., ‘Bro. W. w. Hudson, Chalrman.‘ .

10Ws
. We 1ece1ved from the dlffelent churches $33 40 )
‘ Bro T. Myers Chalrman B

We your Commlttee on Ministerial and Deacon Character
beg leave to 1eport as follows: - :
- We find all i in good standlng, except E. L. Starr. ,
Sister Julia WllSOH Chalrman

v We your- Commlttee on Credentlals beg leave to. report as .
follows: . -

We find the credentlals of Bro M. M. Edens and Bro. F.
B. Prathel to be orthodox and their names be placed on our di-

rectory
Bro J M Robelts Chaxrman

v We, your Commlttee on Temperance, beg leave to rep01t as
- follows:

. wrecks ‘of promising 'young men; it.makes the hearts of dear:
mothers-to ache and it makes-orphans of little children: and
-causes them to go hungry and half naked in cold winter breezes,

We 30u1 Commlttee on Finance beg leave to report as fol- .

That we will not tolerate hquors in any form It makes. -

- and it is also degrading to the entire human family, and we, . -
~ known as!'Free Will Baptists believe that every child of God must.

< have the same equal rlghts and-dear. breth1 en, we, the commlttee o
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will state that all redeemed children of God must separate them-
- selves from’ strong drink. ' God spake unto Moses that he should -
‘ command the children of Israel as any man or woman makmg a
vow that he shall separate himself from’ strong drink. So, my

" beloved brethren, we must not let sin reign in 'our mortal bodies, - -

for if ye sin after the flesh ye shall die, but if ye, through the

- spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.—Romans. . )

8:13. Help us to pray earnestly that the children of God may.
_ live after the spmt Those that worship God must Worship Him |
. in spirit and in truth, as intoxicants kill-not only in this world = -
.. but it kills beyond the tomb, for no drunkard shall 1nher1t the -
‘’kingdom of God. "~ See Gal. 5: 21, We also favor the suspensionof -
.any Free Will Baptist minister who is a dram drinker. .I Cor..
¢ 6:10; Hebrews 2 15 16 It makes wrecks of many;homes:. R
‘ o Bro T H. Gllbert Chalrman i

We, your Commlttee on therature, beg leave to report as: Z'
“*follows :
We recommend the ‘Bible as:the man of our council. We= -
‘ would urge each and every one to read the Word of God more
prayerfully ‘and insist that we become:closer united on its teach-*
ings-and: hold.up‘the hands- of the'ministry and the banner'of
- Christ.- We further recommend that each and every member
read the Free Will Baptist: paper “New Mormng Star,” prlnted

. ’at Weatherford Texas
; = Bro W B Roberts, Chalrman

, 'We, your Committee on Sabboth' School‘beg leave to report as’
follows: . We adopt the same as in our preceding minutes. We -
believe it is the duty of each church to maintain Sabbath Schools,”
and let it be understood that the Free Will Baptists recommend

‘union as the basis for all Christian people to do the will of our" )

Father in Heaven; that we as Christians should unite all our ef-

- forts to keep our children in the Sabbath School, as it may be the =

means to bringing them to Christ. We. earnestly request ‘all of . -
our ministers and deacons' to assist in organizing good Sabbath
Schools and prayer meetings, which are the spiritual life of our
churches and nelghborhoods But we: further recommend. that
the Superintendent appoint four teachers, Christians if possible,
- or persons of good standing, rather than the children select their

teachers. :We still further recommend that we insist on the '

'-f"‘Supermtendent seeing-to-it-that-the real spmtual meanmgs be



“t

brought out. of the lessons the splrltual part the greater and
the hlstorlcal part: the: lesser
;o “,’ o g Bro Cleve Merry, Chalrman

; lows

“death call of ten of our beloved brethren and sisters. Sister Fan- -

- nie Keys of Salina church; Bro. S. T. Scott, Bro. A. R. Gatewdod = :
- -and Sister Ada Neal of Falwell church; Slster Fannie Jackson, -

~ Sister Millie Ann Chambers, Bro. John Chambers of Fields Chap-
el Church; Sister Myrtle Littlefield of New Home Church; Bro.

- J. M. Mount of Hayes Chapel Church and Slster Rhoda Spencer
‘ of Pleasant Valley Church. ‘ ,

' - Among - the number some. were old veterans 'of the Cross

and are very much missed, but since God has seen fit to call them
to their reward we feel that their influence for good will long live-

-in the minds and-lives of those with- whom they were assoclated
i whlle here on earth . :
o Sl Bro J M. Musgraves, Cha1rman

E

The Assoc1at10n requested that E. L. Starr s name be drop- )

'.,ped from:our, ‘directory and the Clerk of ‘this: Association: demand co
- his credentials. and at h1s refusal to surrender same to be'_ o

- advertised. -
E The ﬁrst ﬁfth Sunday meetmg w1ll ‘be held at Falwell
. Church ‘
. ‘Ch T{lle second Flfth Sunday meetlng will be held at New Home :
. urc
y " The thxrd ﬁfth Sunday meetmg w1ll be held at New Cannan
. Church. ‘
-~ Motion made and seconded that the next Assoc1at10n be held
with leerty Church, beginning Frlday nlght before the third
Sunday in August, 1917 :
y Motion made and seconded that Bro. J M Roberts preach . =
' the mtroductory sermon. Bro. J. M. Jackson, alternate. -
© ., .Bro. F. M.:Jackson and Bro. T. H. G11bert were appomted‘
" to care for the tabernacle at Liberty Church.

S We were made to realize while with the people of Peggs ’
and it’s surrounding neighboorhood that they stood united on
‘anything that tends to edify Christ and His-cause. ‘We vote |
. »t%'lnem our heartfelt thanks for the- courtesy shown us Whlle with |

t em. . O :

\

We your Comm1ttee on Obltuary, beg leavé to report as fol-

"1t is with- sadness of heart that: we bow subm1ss1vely to the o .
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Cole i e Sister Vlan Yelton ......................................................... 30$2:50
Pegg ..|Bro. W. A. Littlefield. Bro. Cleve Merry, Sister R051e Phllhps 100 .| 46 4.00
PleasantValley Bro. B. C. Timmons, Sister Ruby Hood ..o ot et o | e 1.1 20°1.80
New Cannian...... Bro. Vanbrunt, Sister Sada Tell.. il ] 28] 8.00
~ Saling .o |Bro. H. Wﬂhard Sister Mary Roberts, Sister Ida Smlth ........... 20 1= 11 4] 25°8.50
. Falwell ..o - Sister Julia W1lson Slster Kate Green Slster Su51e Mlller 5|.. 1.t 8| 2! 56 4.00
Bethel No. 2 ZBro. L. WoBarnes .. e Sk T o 18 2:00
Bethel No. 1....|Sister Flora Fisher; Sister Hudson A [ 14| - .60
Sulphur’ Spnnﬂ Bro. F. B. Prather . o o i i i i b L b b 14" .50
- New Home.......|Bro. Harvey Rice, Sister RICE- oot et e ol b o e 62 3.20
New Harmony ..... Sister'Sarah StallCup..... 2 i i e oo | o Lo ] -90
New Zion...... Bro. S. E. Morrison.. oo =1 11]-2:25 -
Liberty ... Sister Lizzie Carter, Sister Nellie Gilbert.. » 1 o8 .40:
Hayes Ch‘apel ..... Sister Ruth Jackson Sister Ethel Ketchum, Bro B Ketchum 5[... e ] 161,25
Fields Chapel..|Bro. C. C. Hoose, ‘Sister Mary Moore L b 7} 3....| 84/.:8.00
Briar Town ... Not Represented: ... i . ’ 5 I
Red Oak........ Not Represented ... ...l il e i e |
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J. M. Roberts.. . ... -.|16[11)..]|173]..]. . 8]1000/$156.95|$88.00 . .

. F. B. Pruther.. ok 81110 1] 9 800 20.30] 12.00 ,
J. W. Moyer.. e B4l 8 B6] .. ..... 4] 420 12.40] 4.00
G. W. Benton.........l...: ............... 4]..130(110|...| 4117 210 14.00| 15.00

CALT, Jordan. .o | .| 1} 50[...| 8 3 62 3.00 ...
T. E. Deardeuff..... .. ... 2 4] 38l 53|...]...| 2[ 207 B.00| .. ,
J. M. Jackson... | B[15| 601...| .| 7 300, 47.10] ...
W. M. WilSOn o oo 2 8§ 87|.. 1 1)11100; 82.46] ...

I N. Bailey i oo | e | o] em 8 |- o]+ | e
C. C. Ho0Se oo e cee oo | 25].. 47 .. 9.00, ..
MINISTERS POSTOFFICES MINISTERS POSTOFFICES
J. M. Roberts........ Sahna, Okla. |B. F. Fairchilds .. Texanna, Okla.
C. C. Hoose..Webber Falls, Okla.|Ben Dunaway .... . Salina, Okla.
J. N. Musgraves .. Peggs, Okla:|F. C. Jones... ... Skiatook, Okla.
I. N. Bailey ........... .Hulbert, Okla.|A. J. Jordon.. . Eucha, Okla.
J. W. Moyer ... Peggs, Okla.H. L. Petty........ Canadian, Okla.
G. W. Benton Locust Gr’v, Okla. [F. B. Prather = Texanna, Okla..
W. M. Wilson ........ Mounds, Okla. [T. E. Deardeuff.... Peges, Okla.
E. J. Matthews....... Tulsa, Okla.|M. M. Eden.... ... . Tulsa, Okla.
W. W. Hudson . ....Peggs, Okla.|J. M. Jackson...... Mounds, Okla.
R. E. Session... ... chblta, Okla. |A. T. Oliver. ... Coweta, Okla.

. CHURCHES CLERKS ’ POSTOFEICES
Cole.iii o |Liza Henry .| .. ... Pryor, Okla.
Pegg o |J. F. Musgraves.....|...... . ...... Peggs, Okla.

. Pleasant Valley .......... Lillie Moran.......... .| o o Peggs, Okla.
New Cannian....... Mary Franklin ... weie. Choto, Ok la.
Salina . ... ............|Mary Bellew .. e . Salina, Okla.
Falwell ... ... |W.T. Miller.. ... ven e . Mounds, Ok!la.
Bethel No. 2. ... Mary E. Barnes ... et e . Sperry, Okla.
Bethel No. 1. AFlora Fisher ... .| ... ... Gideon. Okla.
Sulphur Spring ... Rebecca Morris......... weeee e . Oktiaha, Okla,
New Home .. ... ... Sarah Myers ... Peggs, Okla.
New Harmony..... |Sarah Stallcup......|.... Locust Grove, Okla.
New Zion. .. ... Huston Morrison...| ... Sparrow, Okla.
Liberty ... ... Mary J. Gilbert........ eeesee e . Porter, Okla. ) J
Hays Chapel..... Liucy Foree ... B ..Coweta, Okla. '

" Fields Chapel . ... J. E. Wheeler. .Porum, Okla." ‘
Briartown ..o RN [ Brlartown Okla.
Red Oak. ... .| SO L







