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RULES OF ORDER.

At every session’ busmess ‘shall be opened and con-
ducted by . prayer by the moderator .or whomsever he
may request

mesters present 1nv1ted to ‘seats are “allowed to-
take part in the debate on. all subjects and vote.

3. Those who speak shall Tise and address the mod-
grator "Personal reﬂectlons shall be avmded in all de- B
- ates .
- 4.  No motxon shall be dlscuSsed w1thout bemg sec-
onded .
-* 5. "When' a motion has been made and'seconded and’
a member opposes its discussion, the moderator shall put
" —the question, Shall it be- dlscussed" If . negative, the
question shall not' be discussed. e
) - 6. If any proposition- or motlon under debate contams
"two or niore points, it shall be divided a'c the request of ~
--any member<and a vote taken.:
L 7; Motions made and-lost shall- not be recorded A
No one shall speak -more than. twice on any ques- o
txon ‘without special leave -of the moderator, -
9. All questlons decided. by a majority of the* mem-
bers present. -
10. No- member ‘shall absent himself thhout specnal
- leave of : the . moderator.-
- 11. Minutes shall be leasurely read and if necessary
) corrected, before the close of the assoc1at10n
12, In- ‘the. future: sessions of - the- association, arrange-
. ments shall-be made to insure two or.more’ sermons each -
- day, or other-equivalent exercises. -
: : 13. The Rules of. Order shall be dlstmctly read from
the chair lmmedlately after the orgamzatxon of the asso-
- ciation.’ . .
T 14, Alteratlons may be made in these rule: at any reg-
ular ses%lon of the assocxat\on )

.
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PROCEEDINGS

Of the Twenty-fourth An‘nual Meetmg of the Granli
’ Rlver Assocxatlon of Free Will Baptlsts, Whlch con-
:: vened thh leerty Church Frlday nght before the

Thn'd Sunday m August A D 1917 S

o The cengrega‘aon ‘was called to order by the assxstantv
. moderator, after which _.an 1nterestmg sermon - was,
;preached by Rev J. A Lowrey R :

SATURDAY MORNING

- Met at '8’ oclock Called to order. by the ass1stant
. ,moderator., Smgmg by congregatlon, prayer by Rev. E
,C Jones, " - : :

~"Moved and carrled that Rev W M leson act as clerk‘ -
. .pro tem.

Letters read from the. dlﬂ'erent churches Flfteeu ‘
‘churches - were represented
J It was -moved and carrled to elect oﬂicers for the ehH-
‘sumg year. .. . :
Ceo'Rev. J. M, Roberts was elected moderator Rev J N.
‘Musgraves assistant moderator."

Rev. J. M. Jackson was elected clerk and treasurer, and
?'Rev Wm. Wilson assistant. S

“Called for new churches and recelved one, Pleasant
"Valley No. 2,7 "~ = ot :

Invitation -to visiting brethren and 51sters to seats in
“_‘councll

Committee appomted on D1v1ne Serwce—Bros R. A
Ketcham, G. T. Gilbert, J. F. Musgraves.

Adjourned to meet Saturday afternoon at 2 oclock
- Eleven o’clock services. Preaching by Rev. J. M. Rob-
Jerts. Scripture lesson, 11th chapter of .Acts. Text, St.
Luke 22:31. Concluded by Rev. J. M. Jackson The Lord
wonderfully blessed the people. - - - o

a
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. SATURDAY - AFTERNOON. ‘

"Met at 3 o’clock, called to order by theb'_moderator.

. Singing by congregation, prayer.by the moderator..

Moved and carried that the moderator appomt the
commzttees, ‘which was done as. follows.

‘Finance—Thomas- Myers, M. .E.. Yelton . M. Jackson.

Temperance——Slster POy Wlllard R Phllhps, M.
.N ‘Read:. .~

_Ministers’. and. Deacons’ Character—Bro R Ketch;

,am, Slster Ettie Scott G. V. Littlefield, stter L C. Hud-
son. .

Obltuary——stter M. E Yelton Bro J S Chambers,
Sister Eliza Littlefield,

Arrangenients——Revs.” W-"W.* Hudson; J--N. Musgraves, .
C:-.C. Hoose;. W+ H. Jackkson, Rev J..M. Jackson, Rev. J-fr"

M. Roberts.

therature—Rev W, M leson Bro M E. Yelton, Sls-. .

‘ter Moore.

Credentxals-—Rev C Jones, Bros J.AC Rxce, B.: C
Timmons, M. H/ Smxth

- Sabbath; School—Rev A R Vanbrant Bro D P Hawks, T

“W. B. Roberts:

Moved and carried to” adjourn tlll 9 oclock Mondai
‘morning.

B I e
3 X

Preaching at 3 30 by Rev. F.-C. Jones Text 1 John

4:16; followed by W. W. Hudson :

Saturday night,. preachmg by - Rev: J N Musgraves, L

‘text. Rom. 13:.; concluded: by Rev. C.: C. Hoose.. . .l:n

Sunday: morning, .8 o’clock, prayer. and. praise - service -
* sconducted by J. S. Chambers, and a- wonderful blessing -

“was enjoyed. by all: Christians.

Preaching at 11 o’clock’ By Rev. M. M: Edens, ‘text Dan-

iel 5:5; concluded by H Nance, usmg 1 Thess 4 13 )

to0:18.
Preaching /at 3:30 by Rev Rooks, text Rom. 8: 31

. Preaching at. 4. o’clock: by -Rev. A. R, Vanbrant, text; .

St. John 3:14.

After which he was ordained and’ set apart'to the’ full )

‘work- of’ the- ministry: by 'the following: presbytery -J.
M. Roberts, J. N.. Musgrave, J. M. Jackson.: -

At 8-0o’clock; preaching ‘by.Rev, J. M: Jackson, on. the '

‘Ordinances  of - the: Ghyrch,. Text, Matt. 28:19, 20 after
which the taking of the sacrament and washing of the
Sdints’ feet were partlcxpated in by a lirge number, aftér
Which “Revi’ F. C. Jones concluded with a soul-stlrrmg
exhortatxon o
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MONDAY- MORNING. - -

Called’ together at 9 o’clock:by. the assistant moderator.
Slngmg, and’ prayer by Bro. Bart. Roberts. -

- ‘Reports of - conmmittees called: for -All were read and

recelved and committtees’ discharged.. :
- Moved .and ‘carried that we have 300 ‘minutes prmted,

and ihat the clerk supermtend the. prmtmg and dxstnbu—;

tion of the .same:

Rev. J. M. Jackson and” Bro T 3. Florence were ap-"f'f

pomted correspondmg delegates to the Canadxan assocla-"

“tion: of ‘General ‘Baptists.

Opportumty was given for ordamed mxmsters to umte,.{,

“and’ Rev. J- As .Lowrey united .with .us.. .
A (ollectxon was taken for Brother Lowrey, and $27 50-°
recelved : - g,

Moved and. carried: ‘that we hold our. next- assoclatxon.;'

W1th Pleasant. Valley - No. 2, four. miles. southeast of. ~

Webber’s Falls, "R. R:'station, Norman, on. Mldland “Val-

]ey, and _Gore, on Iron Mountam R. R..

The moderator appointed |Bro. D. P, Hawks, Rev C. C. '

Hoose, committee to .care for the tabernacle.

Appomtment ‘of 5th- Sunday ‘meetings:. The first’ W1Ill"

be held at Pegg church; the second at JField’s chapel .

the third at Cole church the fourth with New Canaan.’

Rev. T. E. Dearduff was appointed to preach .the intro-"

ductory dlscourse and Rev J A Lowrey to be hlS al-‘ ’

ternate

" Rev. J. M Jackson and. Bro D ' P. Hawks 'were. ap-:'
pointed correspondmg delegates to; Cherokee Home- asso--

clatxon of ' Geneal Baptists.

“"Moved ‘and ‘tarried-that we extend our thanks ‘to le-’
_efty “church ‘and community for their kindness and hos-},»

~pitality duringthe s1ttmg of this association.

: Adjournd-.to ‘meet: at" the. place above mentxoned on*’
Frlday mght before the thlrd Sunday m August A D..

1918
© T M. ROBERTS Moderator.

J.-M. JACKSON Clerk

1

]




" 'REPORTS OF COMMI’TTEES.‘”" c
+ L. = Resolutions. ok o :

We your commxttee recommend the adoptlon of last
years réport, . with . the followmg addmon' That th)s :
body elect a treasurer. SN ERR

That -the. association - forbxd the mmxsters of the' )
several districts . of : the association speaking: disrespect-
fully. of “one another<and. any one found: gullty of -such.
conduct ‘shall be.liable. to charges and dealt w1th as’ may :
be deemed necessary. S
-2, 'That we récommend that:our. mmlsters do not vary',
from ‘the regular. customs of - the: Free-Will :Baptists -iri: -

‘regard to receiving:and: dismissing . members. Further-
more,' we advise that the moderators. of ;the churches im-_
press upomthe ‘churches the ‘great necessxty of-. observmg

_ all.the rulings.of, this: association, . ..

‘3. . That any elder of this assoclatlon takmg the evan—,
gehstlc ‘work,. that it shall be the duty.of each church to-
assist’ him “in the work; and this association shall em-
. power the moderator and"clerk with authority to furnish
the..evangelist . w1th_ recommendations
worthy, i ";*'—""’( e T T ey d ‘ )

.4.;.That " we, Ol'bld .any of our- mlmsters challengmg e
any’ denommatlon to debate. . .

5. That we prohibit the Tiembers of ~our  churches.
 from giving, .going to,. or -participating..in play. parties: *

- or.dances, and ,if found guilty. of . such. oﬁense, shall -be'
due the church acknowledgement or shall - be con51dered
.7 by'the body as ‘a stranger, as this evil causes many of

- our young people to forsake the rlght way and go off in

. any ,ﬁour mmxsters “or. members
" of our, churches of ; .this. association, preaching. sanctifica-
_ tion or holiness as a. second. work “of grace,-separate and‘.‘
apart, from regeneration or conversion,
7. That every member of all respectlve churches com-
prising the Grand River association be requested to obey
. the *commandments ‘of :God+as. recordedin.-1.Cor.. 16:2,
and 2 Cor.9:7, to lay by in store as God has:prospered
them: upon . the first day -of .the.week, 'in_their’ homes. or
churches,. so. as.to- be prepared:to aid:-the ministers -in

if_..he - be, found*

pubhshmg the gospel, :to help the widows and.the worthy

poor,-and. that the compulsatory in every respect be dls—-
annulled. .

-8~ That every ordained mmlster should preach at: least
four-sermons: each month,.if’ not. providentially . hindered;
and we require.that-every. ordained ‘minister.report each
year: to ‘the rassociation, either: by letter:or in.person.

.9." That. every church that calls a mmlster to: 1ts -pas-
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‘toral care should mlmster to hls support as God has pros-, :

pered them.

10.  That our Articles of Falth stand as they are m :

‘the old minutes.®

11, That this’ assoclatlon recommend that- no church_i

‘ordain”a‘’ minister until he "~ proves hxmself worthy for a
- .space of twelve months, - Ti -
:12; That. we-ask.the;association to help us to. earnest-

. rly pray .that; the -divine. power-of God.help-us-to* adopt a_
‘more firm, ‘basis - of financing.. ..-We - believe- one' great
“cause’ of the languishing condltlon of the: Free Wlll Bap-v

'g ‘tlsts is lack of finance. :
»13.. That the.pastor-.read:the - Constltutlon and Rules

of the Church as often :as: once. every quarter to the_

«church.” 2 : ;.
14, That thls body elect a treasurer L e

"""‘Resolved that" what: purports *to: be* the’ Law : of the '
“Supper. be prmted in our- mmutes and become part of our .

C C Hoose, Ch rman.“""

Constltutxon and there kept.

Fmance. e e

.;follows ) Recelved from the different” churches- $32.40;-,
AT ~Lester- Nlchols, Chalrman

o Character. T

':1:’&.‘_:,,: o v S " .

‘We your commlttee on’ Mlmsters and Deacons Char- _

:acter ﬁnd all m good standmg R
: Julla WllSOl‘l, Chaxrman

L ) Credentlals. e e P
We your commlttee on Credentials beg leave to report

ras follows: ‘We find ‘the credentials“of ‘Bro; M. M. Edens -
and > Bro." F.-B." Prather ‘to -be orthodox, and recommend»

. that thelr names be placed on our: directory.

Temperance

EX

as follows:.. ., x
= That we w1ll not tolerate llquor in any form

-.dear mothers: to ache;,it makes orphans of little chlldren
‘and causes. them to .go - hungry and - half-naked-in; cold
winter “breezes; and - it is. also degradmg to ‘the- entire
‘human. family. .And:we:as. Free Will " Baptists- believe

that every child of God must-have the same:equal rights. :

And dear brethren; we:will state that.all redeemed chil-
dren of . God _must:. separaté - themselves = from - strong

" drink. = God spake- unto. Moses that he should: command 7

Y We your commlttee on-Finance: beg 1éave ‘to- report as

cFés C Jones, Chalrman >

We your commlttee on Temperance beg leave o report_

A:,Itamakes -
wrecks of promising young: meén; it makes. the hearts:of . :
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the children.-of Israel, that any one making a vow should‘
‘geparate” himself from strong’ drink. :So,.beloyed . breth-
ren, we must not let sin-reign in our mortal bodies.” “For
_if ye sin-after the flesh, ye shall die; but'if ye.through
the spirit do. mortify the deeds of the body,: ye shall
.'live.” " (Romans 8:13.) -Help us-.to .pray earnestly that
‘the “children of God may -live after the Spirit. Those
who worshxp God must worship Him in spirit. and ‘in
“truth. - Intoxicants kill not only in.'this world, but “also
‘beyond the tomb; for ‘“no drunkard shall inherit the king-
‘dom of God.” (Gal '5:21.) ~ We 'also favor the suspen-
sion of ‘any ‘Free Will Baptist minister who is.a- dram-
drinker. (1 Cor.. 6:10, Hebrews 2:15, 16.) It makes

‘wrécks of many homes i
~M."N. Reed Chalrman

therature. :

"We recommend ‘the Bible-as “the man of our counsel.” -
We ‘would ‘urge each-and" every: one- to read the Word of
God more prayerfully, and insist that we become 'more .
closely -united. on its teachings, and hold up the. hands of
the ministry and the banner of Christ. ‘We further rec-
ommend that each and every member read the Free Will
Baptist paper, the “New Morning Star,” printed at Te-
cumseh Okla. . =~ Rev,"Wm, W!lson, Chairman. -

Sabba.thy School.

" We your committee on Sa'bbath School recommend the -
Teport of last.year, as'follows:

We believe it is "the duty of each church to maintain
Sabbath school; -and- let it beunderstood that Free Will
Baptists recommend union-as_the basis for. all Christian
people -to do the will of our Father in ‘heaven; that we,
as Christians should ynite all our’'efforts to keep our
children in the Sabbath school; .as it-may:be the means
of bringing them to Christ. ' 'We’ earnestly request all of -
our ministers ‘and, deacons to ‘assist ‘in organizing- good °
Sabbath ‘schools and prayer meetings,; which are the spir--
itual life of our churches and nexghborhoods ‘We further
recommend "that the superintendent appoint four .teach-
ers, Christians if possible, or persons of good standing,
rather than let the children select their own teachers.
We still further recommend that we insist on the super-
intendent -seeing to it, that the real spiritual’ meanmgs,
be brought.out of- the lessons; the spiritual - part ~the
greater, and- the hlstorlcal part the lesser. i

cel . .-A. R. Vanbrant, Chalrman.

, Obltuary.

‘We your committee on Obituary report as follows: Tt
is with sadness of heart that we bow submissively to the

-
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death call of our~belovedbrethren ‘and sisters, to-witx-

“Brother Dave Allen, and little Ollie, daughter of ' Sis-
ter Cana, and ‘Bro. 'Lunda "Easley, of Peggs church.

. Sister - Sallie, w1fe of- Bro. Thomas Myers,” of - Nevr
Home church,

_Sister B. J. Wllson and Sister Bnttanna Quarrels and
- litfle Chloe, daughter of Rosa and Harvey Hunt, ofTal-
well - :¢hurch.. -~ . . . . e

Slster Olhe Kellxson and Slster ‘Henry, “of 'Cole church

: ORDER OF BUSINESS.

: ":1: ‘Reading’ letters from the churches.
2. ‘Election of- officers; .

-, '8, ‘Reception of new members o :

":4; ‘Invitation to .visiting brethren.to take seats. "

6. «Call for correspondex.ce
'36 Appomtment of committees.
';7 Call for reports of conmmittees.

o8 Mlscellaneous business. e

R R Appomtment of ¢ correspondents R
10. Time and place of holdmg the next session. -

o 11. Electlon of minister to preach mtroductory sermon.

REPORTS OF MINISTERS
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F.B. Prather. .|| 9 96]..| 1] 1 100$-7.00-.
C. .C. Hoose....-....2015 50{ 1| 2i-2|..+.($10.00].~.
W. M. .Wilson....|{14] 5| 9] 88..; 8] 1 643$31.05... ;
J. M. Roberts.,.,.[41i12..1179/..] 5| 8}2550/249.501$67
F. C. Jones.......| 2| 2| 8/ 47]..|..]..] 642i$51.50i1 7.
A. J. Jordan........[..|<.}"B] 9|..] 1f 40]...... ;J .
3. M. “Jackson.:-.|..|- 10| 750.:]"2] 7| 500$79.08]...: 0
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o MINISTERS" ADDRESSES. .
- M Roberts i‘_, Vo vvaihe e s e oo Saling, Oklahoma
- C. C. Hoose. . “vveseeses.Webber Falls, Oklahoma

uy.es..Peggs, Oklahoma

eve e deseieeesveseessess PegEs T Oklahoma
G W. Benton......vveeeenennn. Locust Grove, Oklahoma ' -
W. M. Wilson.:.iivevaveessaieress.. . Porter, Oklahoma.-.,fv
- EB.d. Matthews. . cere Z e eeeaaes Tulsa,;,‘Oklahoma“if'
W.. W .~Hudson e et iie e Peggs,;éfoklahoma;ff
R. E. Sesswn oF Ve .chhxta Oklahoma ™~ °
B.-F. Falrchllds: ..... ...v..Texanna, Oklahoma ..
Ben" Dunaway Siivden i .vevvs...Salina, Oklahoma :
F. G Jones. .\ . iveieesesineennnn -Skiatook, Oklahoma -
TA J Jordan..'. i e «+veosStrang, Oklahoma

b O B Prather
T, E. Deardeuff !

.+..Texanna, Oklahoma -
.+...Pegegs, Oklahoma .

M M Edenlii. " eeeas Tulsa, Oklahoma ;.

" M Jackson...\. i veses...Bixby, Oklahoma.*

AT, Oliver.. BN R . .Checota, Oklahoma

J'A. Lowrey. L .....Okmulgee,-, Oklahoma ...

4 R Vanbrunt B S Cheauteau; Oklahoma -
o CHURCH CLERKS’ ‘ADDRESSES Uy
o Bethel No. 1—Flora‘Flsher S ".. ++s+.+.Gideon, Okla.s%. ™

Bethel No. 2——Mary E. Bames’ eaveeeas Sperry, Okla. -

New Canaan——Mary Franklm.'."‘.‘; e .Chauteau, Okla. *

Falwell—W ‘F.. Mlller
 Salina—Eva ~Willard. - eeie ina,i;OKla.
Fiélds ChapelTJ. ‘B.7 Wheeler...'...‘...'... Porum, Okia. -

L Peggs—J F. Musgraves. N ..Peggs, .Okla.*
~ Liberty—Mary J. ‘Gilbert........vve......Porter, Okla. .
Pleasant - Valley—Lillie- _Moran ..... ceveees . Peggs, -Okla. '
New * Home—Donna ‘Franks. .. .' cedversen .Peggs, Okla.

Cole=M:“H, s'mxth..r.'. I <+1ysriviPryor,- Okla. .. -

New Zion—_—Huston’ Mornso Crnasens Strang, ‘Okla.
Pleasant Valley .No. 2—Illa Hawks, Webber -Falls; Okla. ™.
Sulphur’ Sprmgs—-—Rebecca Morns.., +++...Oktaha, Okla. ¢
New Harmony—Sarah Stallcup..... Locust Grove, Okla. i
Bnartown— - : R

v

eiavieidy .. Hulbert, 'Oklahoma . -

...Canadian, Oklahoma ... -



LAW OF 'I‘HE SUPPER

R The ‘Lord's. ':upper was - -instituted - for ‘God’s people.
They ‘all thave equal ‘right -to -the supper;.and-that right

is-a- blrt‘hnght ““For; by, one Spirit. are-we - -all baptized "

into one- body. - (1 Cor. 12: 13.) - This is not a water bap-
‘tism,. but’ a‘spiritual ‘baptism. ‘Again, Christ’ says, “I.am
the“door; by me if any ‘man enter’ in ‘he‘shall 'be"saved.”
{John 1049. ) "*“He"that-entereth ‘not" by -the ‘door. into’ the

sheefold,” but. clinibeth .up .some other way, the _same 1s a -

thlef and a_robber.” | (Jony10:1.)
Chrlst .is” not .water baptism, yet He is “the door 4
" Thére is but one door,“and’ Chirist " says He is“that door,

and he th_at ‘cometh in at that-door ‘shall have full fellow-

- shiprand equal ‘rights . thh all. other: Christians. “Let .a .

man ‘examine: himgelf,: and ‘so; let him_ eat. of that bread
~ and”drink of that: cup; :for he that ‘eateth’ and. drinketh

.............

unworthlly eateth ‘and- drinketh damnatlon to “himself,”’ ~

not to” the church, but ‘to ‘himself: " ‘It is*a*personal. mat-
ter in- judging: and / ‘eating.-- The church .that *does judge
_.and exclude:any-of " God’s .people is.not acting in> keeping
. with -the-instructions given to the church at Corinth. . To

" thus judge*and’ exclide ‘oné 'of 'the children ‘of :God- is to-
« offend “the - ¢hild - so>judged’ and ‘excluded.” *Now:listeri:to

Christ: “He ‘that offends - one- of- these- little .ones- that
. believ.in> me, it “were . better .for. him: that -a- mill-stone

.were hanged -about;his .neck .and that. he. were: drowned" ir .
the depths of :the-sea.”. (Matt. 18:6; 1 Cor.-10:30;-13:32.)
‘It is contended.that “they of~the same faith’ and order .-

>

should ‘be entitled'to partakeof:the Lord’s supper.. I'ad-

" 'mit that Christ is the true faith, His church the true or-

> der, and: that -faith-is the- means’ by ‘which-men belong»to

the true-order. . If.-that, is- what .is meant by the 'same

*faith I.shall not object; we: are: agteed

‘But if  sect’ 1s’referred to; we ‘object.. As to order, if
nothmg but-the ‘géspel. corder: ismeant; very well; but we
.do"not. ‘believe: thatone:child” of- God " should ‘dictate- Just

- what another:shoild believe orswhat.churchthe-should:be- -

long-to-intorder that: he ‘may be-in’ the right:church; for

‘the visible church’ is. but an - organic body-of:Christians, -

~and ; placmg _your. namée ‘on’ the :churchbook of.the"best .

church “on ~earth -does - not make -you:a’ Christian,. The
~etinuch - who' believed: .and .was :baptized, what. church did

he Jom" :Here is_faith: and here is order “Now we ask, .

. churches, ‘would" he be"allowed the r1ght‘7 No he. is. not

- of -the :same ‘faith:and .order. - He-is ‘admitted .in- heaven, .

. but .could not.bz. admitted to.a sectarian table. At the

.:Lord’s -table- all ‘His people have a perfect right, be they
. whom ‘they- may; and when the supper i3 set and all:God’s
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people are not mvxted xt is not the Lord's but a sectanan'
supper. - y

“So we, “being- many, are .one body in, Christ, and mem-
bers one of another.” ' (Rom.. 12:5.) -'And the ‘way we
beécome one: body is- by being’ baptized “into. that-body, and
that, - of -course, is_s$piritual baptxsm - He ‘that._gets .in
by water’ baptlsm, thie same is a- ‘thief and ‘a robber. But
" whén. any, one. gets into that'body in a’right way he has
a. legal ‘right to all the_ benefits and privileges of .that -
“body.’ “For we,.being many, are one bread-and one: body, :
‘for we are all partakérs if that ‘oné ‘bread.” (1 .Cor..10:
17.). By partaking we exhibit'a oneness of -that body.
What is' meant by “We"?, . It certamly means: all Chrls-
‘tians: of all ages, ...’

“When ye.come together, tarry one for. another » "“Be
of one mmd "’but et the Spirit of God’ control the mmd

s Iff it' Had been mtended by the Savior that the supper
*should " be guarded as ' some attempt to guard it, .God
" yiopld have, endowed the -judges with-power to’ discern the
ure from ‘the.’ impure. ' But the standpoint.from which
g) ey judge is-water baptxsm, and ‘a ‘legal administration,
~of “the same. , So, if baptlsm by immersion, and :a-legal
ad'mm;stratmn, this settles. .the .'matter  and Christian:
character .isleft entirely out; by-which. some ‘make a-woe-
f]ul mistake; for, after:all. "this . precaution, . some . have
een:found unwosthy of [the Ieast of the - privileges.of
- any.;church.. " To ‘admit  immersion: to ~be - the only mode
L Of; baptlsm and a true believer receiving it,.is this not all
- rlght" Some would answr, “If by.a legal’ administrator;
~ this is all that is wanting.” Is it not'purely a- personal
_ matter? “It is  the duty of ‘the preacher. to, baptlze, and.
- of the applicant to be’baptized.: . When this is done, each’
has performed.aipersonal-duty. - If I had never been
baptized and had to wait:until:1-found one whom:I-knew
".40 be a legal admmlstrator, I would. never be. baptized
at ‘all,"as I cannot know the heart-ofsman. Two ‘acting
“in- concert ‘one acting in good: faxth ;and :the- ‘other: not;.
the -one :is blessed:and the other is.nét.-.:Every -Christian
is. responsible-for: his. own'acts, and not 'for another." -Si-
..mon -the. sorcerer '“believed -and was baptlzed ¥ ‘and that
*.by:a .legal administrator, and yet it -was discovered ‘that
<he was:not-a .Christian.’ - So we see, ‘baptism.by a legal
. administrator does not ‘confer. any.claims . to - Christian -
. rights, as this case.proves-it to be a"personal matter;
-~ for we.¢learly, see- that the apostle did his duty and Simon

did- not. The apostle, inspired as he'was;-did not deg~" "~

-cover the evil of-Simon’s heart; neither can we know the-
heart of man. -When we do.our duty, it is  ours;  when
an applicant, it is his.. So we-find that faith, repentance,
baptlsm and Chnstlan dutxes -all are personally account-
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able to God and not to- man. . Various. are.the opinions of
men, and the way we account for them is in the capacity
of -men; and'if. we use the capacity God-has given, we de
not ; thmk we- should be eternally condemned for.what we
cannot help. - - The Church of Christ is_divided into many
members; but is one spiritual body.and Christ.the head;
and "they ‘should-have the same care for earh.other that
the.natural ‘body has for its members; ~ They do not per-
form the same office, yet they should subserve the- same
_mterests of the body. ..

.- Should:: Chrlstxans all 'commune together at the Lord’
‘table? i+ I answer,: what God has Jomed together let not .

. ;man’ put asundér. - - Ry

2~ We have forty-elght states in- the Umon They are all

equally free and independent states; and yet.they are, one,
-united, and have one great central point at-which-to meet
and’ testlfy that they -are’free and independent states and
yet but one.nation. All' Christians. should have -one cen--
tral point at.which to meet. and let the world . know -that
they are one.” Let. that be the:-Lord’s ‘table. . Christians

. ifeel alike if. they do not thmk alike, . They.can preach to-

«Zether,..pray together,  sing. togeter _and love .together,
-and should they not commune together?  -And will they
‘not all, meet at-last in the-same holy'and happy ‘land to-
gether" < Then a union and free communion: is “forced .
upon. us. Chrlst ‘said ‘at “the last supper that He' would
drink no more of the fruit of the .viné. ‘with ‘us till He
Should drink it ‘aneW in-His ‘kingdom." "Then. all Chns-
tians of all ages will sxt around-"one communion table in
heaven.- As we find ourselves assembled: thus: around one

v Lord’s table in heaven so should it be on earth

CONSTITUTION

from long expenence we.. the members of the Freeo
’Wlll Baptxst Church‘ of Chrlst bemg regularly baphzed ’

‘ convmced of the necess1ty of” a combmatxon of churches

“to’ perpetuate a- union . and commumon amorig us and to
.preserve and maintain corresp(mdence with each other; -
do therefore ‘ordain. this constltutlon for our better church
government
This association sha]l be composed of members
.chosen by different churches .in: our ,union not exceedmg
three delegates from, each church, who on producmg leto :
etrs ‘shall be’entitled to seats. .
‘2. Letters from the different churches are to express.
the number in fellowship, the number received by experi-
ence, letters of ‘recommendation, the number :dismissed,
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excluded, restored and those who have dxed smce the as-
‘ socxatxon
- 8. The- members thus chosen and convened to be de-
nominated-the Grand- River-Association of Free :Will' Bap-
.tists, being -composed of ‘sundry:churches in:the Grand-
River association—the “association~ having no- power: to-
lord. it over God’s heritage: nor to' have:-ecclesiastical
power  over theé: churches, reserving-'the right ‘of: thh-
" drawing from-any church becoming dlsorderly.. Lot
4,” The association to have a moderator, clérk ““and
treasurer, who.are to be. chosen by the suffrage of the
‘members ‘present.
. 5. .Newly constltuted churches may be admltted to the
-~ agsociation,;who are to_petition by letter. and .delegates,
and .if .upon.. exammatmn they:are found:to- be-orthodox
and ‘orderly;.they - :may~be :received into -the association,
the. moderator giving the right. handtof fellowshlp
-6.~-No question:from any church’ shall .come:under- the-
consxderatlon of’ the association - unless 1t has: ﬁrst been-
discussed in its.own church.. .- . Eom i b
- 7...-Every ‘motion made and- seconded shall come" under
. the: consideration of -the-association; except 1t be: w1th-
drawn by thé member who made-it;+ R T
‘8. The -association 'is¥ to" éndeavor-- to furmsh “the
'churches with minutes of the" association in proportion: to .
the umber-of members in each: church, the dlstnbtution
béing"at’the discretion:of the’ assoclatlon :
‘9. It shall be the duty ‘of the. clerk ‘to keep a regular‘
file 6f the minutes of the assocxatlon m .a book to be kept -
by’ the assoexatxon for this purpose
“710. The minutes of the assocxatlon shall ‘be read and
corrected if needed, and. signed "by the moderator and ‘

- elerk before the closé ‘of ‘the" association,

'11. Amendments to-the- constitution ‘may. be made«when' .
necesss,ry, by a ma]orlty of .the members present

" Resolved, ‘that we, earnestly requesb all, .of .our mxmsters‘
‘4nd _deacons. ¢ composing this . assoclatlon “to co-operate
_with each”othér;and "to*assist inevery way.they can to.
further the’ gosepl' and that-each ‘church" should help their-
pastor, and if’’ an “evangelist _ should vxs1t any destitute
place"and organize churches, wé urge upon’the’ people’ to
assrst the evangehst s0 he can go and preach the Word

CHURCH COVENANT .
Havmg ‘been brought ‘as we humbly trust by dwme*
grace to embrace the. Lord Jesus Chnst as our Savwr,

i and havmg obtamed Justlﬁcatlon by falth in HIS .name,. .
-we_ as: members-of the several churches ‘that-. constxtute' ,
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_‘unléss we’ are provxdentlally hindered, or . uncontrollable::
circumstances -prevent us.-And<we ‘will” contribute’of;ou

- And-wezwill prefer the-service of- our. own’curch to- that .
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the Grand:River’ Association of Free Wﬂl Baptlsts adopt

the following as our Church. Covenant .
1 To.watch over éach other in Iove, to- pray for each .

. -other, as ‘'members- of>a. common: faith ever strlvmg to

- keep the ‘unity ‘of. the spmt Ane the bonds of - peace
2 We wxll not speak. evil. of ‘each . other, nor, wxll we :

" persecute ‘or:expose: the - faults of the weak members of
. our church; but we will-'endeavor. to-be - governed .by

Paul’s’ mstructxon to  Timothy, that. we will: :freproyve, fesl-
Bike and exhort”" each other as membets ofa common -
brotherhood. e e T .

3. We are commanded to: do good unto aII merr, es-?i
pecially to those: wha are-of “the “household’ of faith." But-’ -

. we .should remember that our relatlons to-each’ other ard
_closer ‘and 'the obligations: more bmdmg ‘than “that; of “a: X

common bond of Chrxstxan :charity. i 'In- adoptmg :thig 2
Covenant; we becomé as'a family. and assume’in ‘a-Chris<:»
tian sense the care and responsibility: “that the member§
of.a famxly should-feel for each other. .. :

© 4 We wﬂl “attend 'thie stated meetings | of ‘our’ church‘-,

means ‘as-the -Lord-has prospered us. for the: support’o
our: pastor ‘and’ other necessafy "expenses; of our: church..

of any-other, and; 'will- pray ‘for" our pastor whxle he ig ..«

: 'preachmg the “Word' of God to us .

5. ‘We will not injure” “our mﬂuence in the bouse of the .
Lord by occupying ‘seats-among the ,ungodly:and sinnérs;. .
but will occupy: seats.near the pulpit and: ‘use the natural R
powers-which the Lord has given'us ‘to: praise His’ holy)
name. We will sing ‘with.those who sing, and pray thh ne
those who pray.

6. We.will-not. be- gullty'of the sin-of Sabbath break-
ing by .makine _Snpday . visits:to our nelghbors -which-is- ..
a.double,sin_ against- the law.of God, for in: so. doing we,
fail | ta. atténd. the house. of. the. Lord and_hinder. others, :.
who . mlght wish to_.do so.. .Let us-remember, the law. of. ¥~

- Moses” which condemns Sabbath breaking, and, the words; <.

of the’ inspired,apostle who saia, “Forsake, not the. assem-.
blmg of yourselves together, as the: manner of somie is.

7. . We will not_neglect_secret and.public prayers, and
thosé of us who are heads of families will strive:to dedi-
cate our Household to-the service of God by-teaching-our
children the great necessity of the Christian religion as.

" the only. hope of. happiness after death.. We will sdopt

the ‘covenant of Joshua, the servant of the Lord, and' say,
“But’ as .for me and my. house, we will serve the Lord.”
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ARTICLES -OF FAITH

We beheve in oné true and" hvmg God Father, Son -
and :Holy GHost; and these three. are one in: divine es<
sence, power and gIOry. (Romans 1 20 John-l 1; 17 21

T, We beheve «that the Scnpture of the Old and New '.
Testaments is.'the word_ of. God; and the: only.infallible
rule. of falth and: practxce 2.Tim.  3:16; Matt. 5:18. .-

3. We beheve that God: created man good and gave‘_f‘

hinr’ holy » commandrents: whereby -he should :live" holy, .
- but-man- volunfarily :disobeyed: the :commandments of - God;
- transgressed the:law.-and:fell under the just:condemnas
tion"of :the <same; whereby :all:' mankind: are. sinners; no%

by: constraint- but by :choice; being: partakers:of the sinful * -

‘nature: dttained by -the:fall; and-that man: is{untableto
save ‘himself rwith -his.-own power,; but:we.see:Jesus for ~
- the:suffering: of deatl:crowned:rwith glory; that:He by
. the grace. of. God should taste death for every man (Gen. B
3: 17 ‘Hebz 2:9:)» 1 1 e

r 4 We believe, that' Chnst by HIS _déath; suﬁ'ermg and T
* resurrection- purchased our pardo’n and- oﬂ"ered it" freely to
all:mankind: upon: principles’ of - fepentance toward. God
and faith? in‘the "Lord :Jesus: Christ:* He'now.'commands
all* men: -evetywhere; to' repent.: Therefore He saith;

“Look -unto; me.- and. be: ye'’saved;: all. ye .ends .of - the_ T

earth;” for'I ‘am ‘God; and- there is none else ” (Matt.'f'
4 17 Isa +45:22;- Acts 20:20, 21)

‘  We: believe that ;adult: persons must be regenerated :
-and born*of the. Spirit:"of: God, -if . they 1nher1t eternal, :
, 'llfe' (John 3:3; 1. Peter 1:28.)

6 We.believe that mfants and 1diots are saved upon .
the merits of the Son, of :God: (Jonah 4: 11; Mark 10: 14'

- Deut 1:39,

- We. beheve that’ all Chrxstxans -must- persevere: in -
grace and:be faithful to the end:if: ‘they~inherit..eternal: -
life;< for “blessed are they that!do: His'commandments, -
that-they .may-have a right to _the tree.of life, and enter . -
glirogsgh the gates mto the cxty n- (Rev. 22 14--Matt. T

"8 We-believe: that baptlsm by 1mmer51on is the apos-.
tohc Tnode; éven. the: burial.of:a believer in water; and
that Christ, who is our-life, showed His-humble_ examplé
to His children and bids us walk therein. (John 3:22;
Matt. 3:16; Rom. 6:34-45; Matt. 28:19, 20)

" We believe that God in His goodness displays- Hls
power "of ‘grace in.great. degree_ in callm% and qualifying
His- servants by the teaching of the Holy Ghost and by -




the instruction of His Word, to go-forth and proclaim
life and salvation without price. He bids us freely come,.
and sothing prevents the salvation of any but their stub- -
born rebellion and sinful refusal to come. . (1 Cor. 12:3;
Eph. 3:7; Rev. 22:17.)

10. We believe that baptism and the Lord’s supper and
the washing ‘of the saints’ feet are divine ordinances and
and should be -observed by -all- His-children. (Mark 14+
22, 23; John '13:4-14- Matt. 28:19, 20; 1 Tim, 5:10.) = -

-'11; Weé believé that none have a, right to" baptxsm only
those' who- have a living hope in: the Lord Jesus Christ;.
and .none havé the right' to: administer ' the same only
those.who have: come under the hands of the presbytery

- of _elders; and _each-church ought to have a pastor, dea-
~ cons -and cletk, chosen :by. the:church;:to - have-office dur-

ing the: good pleasure of the same. And in dealing with
disorderly : members, réference should be had to the 18th
chapter of Matthew and’ other scriptures relative to deal-
ing with disorderly members In all cases a majority
shall rule, except in receiving members, and then it must
be unammous (Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23; 2 Cor. 6:6.)

12. We believe it is the duty of each church to assem-

ble themselves together once a;month, and that it'is the
- duty of the pastor of the church when setting forth the

Lord’s supper and washing the saint§’ feet to “let a man
examine himself, and 50 let him eat” (1 Cor 11 28-

* John 13:14.)
13. ‘We believe that-sanctification and holmess is a B1~ B

ble ‘doctrine; that immortality is' God dwelling m ‘the

- light; so when this corruptible shall. have put on incor-

ruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality,
then shall be brought to.pass the saying that is written,.

- “Death is swallowed up in victory.” That it is our duty:

to be tender and affectinoate to one another, and to study. -

.. therhappiness ‘of the péople of God in general, and to:be

singly" engaged to promote the honor and glory of God-
(Gal 6:10;°1 John 2: 9)

14 We beheve in the resurrection of the dead, both the-

T Just and. the unjust; the resurrection of the ]ust to- glory-

and immortality in the presence of God; the unjust to:
everlastmg shame and banishment from the presence of
God. . (Matt. 25:31; 1 Cor. 15:42-45; 2 Thess. 1110,,

. Rev. 20:12, 13,
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“ " “FoRms.
Church Letter to the Assoclatlo i e

From/......... .Church to. the ‘Oklahoma Grand Rwer_» S L
Association of ‘Free . Will Baptists, when assembled with - - - .."
~uwe.vsve.church: “We send as delegates from our:church - -~
Bros. ... h. ..., ,~-whom we pray you-to recelve to s1t‘ SO
) w1th you and-aid you|m your deliberations." Col
-+ (Add; statistical . report state of. rehglon, number m..:
. fellowshlp, ete.), . :
Donezm church conference k

’ “and as such we recommend h1m to the fellowshlp of God’ Spe D

people o
Done by order of church m conference

B N I R : Clerk

Deacon s Letter

ThlS is to cel‘tlfy that Brother s a worthy‘, ,
deacon of .our church. and: we recommend hlm as belng’ B '

., worthy of-his calling.-
Done in- church conference thls
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