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PROOEEDINGS

Of the Twenty-ﬁfth Annual Meeting of the Grand Rwer
Assoclatlon of Free Wlll Baptists, which convened with
. Pleasant Valley No. 2, Friday night before the third * L
Sunday in August A D. 1918‘~ ‘ - . o .
. i N ' '

N The congregation was ‘called to order by the Moderator.
The 5th Chapter of Matthew wasg read by ‘Rev.-G. W.
Benton Prayer by Rev. J. M. Roberts, after which a
. Prayer and Testimonial meeting was conducted byd Rev.

: GWBenton . - ‘ .

Celno Saturdayl\[orning.""‘ SR oy

BT Met at 9 o clock Called to order byl Moderator Smg-
lng by congregation. Prayer by Bro.'A. H. White.'
Letters read from dlﬁ‘erent church I ﬁfteen bemg rep-
‘ resented ’
It Was moved' and carrled to elect ofﬁcers for ensumg
year A
Rev G. W Benton was, elected Moderator Rev.. M M.
Eden Assistant Sister Susie Mlller ‘was elected Clerk
.and Treasurer. Bro W. T, Mlller Assustant Clerk
Readlng last year’s report Minute fund, $32. 40 ex- .
o pendltures, $22.40; balance, $10.00. i '
i Called for new churches, received one-—Red- erd By
: motion the right hand of chrlstla.n fellowshlp was ex- .
tended the” new church N ST
AdJourn to meet Saturday atternoon 3 o clock cooT
11 200 O’clock Service—Preaching by Rev. T. E Dear-f K .
vduff Text 22-28 of Proverbs. " Concluded by Rev B. F.. . -
Fairchild. ; R IR o -
3:00 Oclock Service—Servxce open'ed- by' singing.
Moderator read the 6th' Chapter of Second Thess.. Pray- .
. _er by Rey. B. F. Fairchild.; Invitation to visiting. Breth-" A
- ren'and Sisters to seats in council. ! ® ' SO0 o
. - Called- for correspondmg delegates, Recelved none. 4
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f,_-f-“ ) Moved and carried the. Moderator. appoint the com- w
.. mittees, which was done as follows: - ,
1. .. Devotional Servrces——-Bro ‘Dan Clark Sister Sarah :
: -, Stallcup, Bro. Bart Roberts. : L
% 'Finance—Bro. W, A}’ Littlefield, Rev. W M. Wuson, 5
* Bro. Francis Mann, s
Mmlsters and Deacons’ Character—Bro B C. Tim-’
“ 'mons, Bro. G. V. Littlefield, Bro. B. B. Keétchum.,:

S 0b1tuary——S1ster Kate Green Si',ster N L. Flsher Rev
o oo - J0 N. Musgrave, s
T Arrangements——Bro J. C Rlce, Bro, J W Fann, Rev
I C.:C. Hoose,

. Literature—Bro. 'Cleve Merry, /Rev T, B, Deardutf‘

' . Bro.-Mat. Campbell U

~: s - Credentials—Rev. J.. M. Roberts Rev J M,: Jackson
o0 f = Bro. 0. C.iMann, -
) : Sabbath School--:Sister . L1zz1e Carter, Bro'
" Hawks, Sister M, E. Rice, " S
T v Temperance—~S1ster Sophia Ketchum Sister E M ~.
SRR ~ Benton, Sister ‘Mary Roberts, Sister Sophla Fair—
’. ! - _child, * .7

“Moved and. carried the ASSOClatlon adopt a resolution
1o appomt a commlttee to prepare a program of Blble
questions to be discussed at, Fifth Sunday Meetings. Rev :
M, M. Eden, Bro. W. . MllIeI‘ Rev W M, Wllson Rev !
.B. F. Falrchlld were appomted L,

AdJourned for- Monday mormng serV1ce Prayer by Bro
France§ Mann

B . e e Saturday leht Service.

BRI e Slnginv by congregation Prayer by Rev: C C. Hoose
: .A short'Prayer end Praise Service’ was conducted by Rev
G, 'W. Benton. “‘_’.'“.[‘ ©or! < " ,-,
. . . < Preaching by'Rev. M. M: ‘Bden, ‘concluded by Rev. W.~
. M.-Wilson, Text 1, 2, 3, 4, verses- 137th.Psalm. - God's”
love was’ wc;nderfully manifested i1 this’ servxce,xresult- i

PaEE ifig in.the saving ot‘ three souls. About 600 people were ‘
. Drcsent I R SRR SR v
R W Sunday Mormng. : .‘Q\""'

T ,3 00. O clock Service——Congregatlon was cal]ed to or—’
" der: by smgmg Prayer by Bro “W. '1‘ Miller Prayer
Vand Praise meeting conducted by Rev B F Fairchlld
Preaching by Rev C C Hoose Text 133rd Psalm .;—~

R 11: 00 0 clock Serv1ce—-Smging by congregation Pray— S~




—3—

' fer by Bro ‘BE. V Ketchum Preachlng by Rev T, M Rob-. )
erts,: concluded by Rev. G. W. Benton. Text, 43rd verse, -

o .

20th chapter 1st Kings. '_ . S

N Sunday Afternoon.

4 00 Oclock Service——-Opened by singlnb Reading
part 3rd chapter 1st Tlmothy, by Rev. G. W. 'Benton.

Sunday Nig‘ht.t R Y

- .Prayer by Sister Sophia Fairchild, after. which they. pro-"
. ceeded to ordain Brother Arthur. Smith. to ‘the office of .
. Deacon of. Macedonia .Church, Presbytery Rev. J. M,
'Roberts, Rev G, W, Benton, Rev B. F. Falrchild

Opened by smging Prayer, Rev. Elza Yandell A
- very interesting talk was made by Rev.'J. M. Jackson, '
" concluded by Rev. J. N. Musgraves, -after  which. they

-number participated than for severa.l years. I

Monday Moming

“'proceeded to the commumon service of -which a largerv i

Called together at 9’ oclock by Moderator '”Smgin'g_,"

'by congregatlon Readmg,rlst Chapter Thess by Mod-"’\ :

-

-erator. Prayer by Rev, J. M. Roberts.
Reports of- committees called for. All were read and
received and committees" discharged SR ..

) "Moved and carried, - the Moderator appomt a com-

mittee to repair the Tabernacle and report to the Clerk.

- Bro. D. P, Hawks, Sister. Annie Reed, Pleasant Va]iey_ i

No .25 Bro ‘Arthur’ Smith Macedonia, were. appointed. - :
Moved and carried we have 500 minutes ‘printed, the.

p «Clerk to- superintend the prmtmg and distributlon ot
©same., |

Moved and carried Rev J M Roberts be sent as a
corresponding .delegate to the Eureka Association.
Moved and carried -that Rev. Elza Yandell be seated

»with us as a visitmg Brother from Dibble Association..

Moved .and carried that the next Association be held

. with' New ‘Canaan’ Church; five’ mlles east of Choteau.

. "Rev, M. M. Eden to preach the introductory discourse,
"Rev. J. N, ’Musgrave to be ‘his alternate!” 7

Appomtments of fifth Sunday meeting The ﬁrst will’

. be heid at Sa]ina Church; second at Macedonia Church'

! |

s
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i zle Carter, Chairman i

R A

o

"\‘ thlrd at Liberty Church fourth at’ Peggs Church Rev-" \‘

«_J M Jackson to preach the- Introductory sermon at the: v
' ﬁrst Fifth Sunday meeting.: ¢t 7 S
"~ .-The Moderator 7appomted Bro Lon Franklm, Bro Mat -

Campbell and Bro Hensley to: care for the Tabernacle“~
at New Canaan Church / i

Moved and carried ‘that. we extend ’”o'ur heartfeltx
thanks to Pleasant Valley No: 2 Church and: commun-
ity for their kmdness aud hospltality during the sitting

/’"

. of this Association

L AdJourned to meet at the place above mentioned ony o
© - Friday night ‘before the third Sunday in August, 1919 o’

IS REV G. W. BENTON, Moderator,' ST

“REV M. M. EDEN, Ass1stant Moderator. e

o )
REPORTS OF COMMIT’.I‘DES
Arrangements or Besolutlons.

We, youy' Committee, adopt the bill of arrangements

as it stands in last years minutes .—Bro, .J. .C. Rice,
Chairman. . ( . A

- o - Sabbath School. =, .

We, your: Committee -on Sabbath School beg Teave to-.
report .as follows:’ We adopt last years report —LAz~
R Fmahce. . “' PR _».: -',/
We your Commlttee on Finance, beg leave to report.

_ - Character, . v = - v
. We, your Commlttee on Mmisters and Deacons’. Char-'

", acter, -find :all in good standing, except many.of our Min- -
_ isters are failing to discharge their duty. . We therefore
- request they take up the work for we feei the,need of
. them in the Association —B C. Timmons, Chairman. - .~

e . '_l‘emperance. 7
We, your Commlttee, beg leave to report as follows

: . We- adopt the report. of the. Committee as written in last’
B year s minutes —-Sophia Fairchilds, Chairman :

,l~,

8 R Iaterature. S n

!z

‘.r.
o

‘- as follows: - Received “from' -the “different : churches,, R
: ,$47 26; balance from last year, $10. 00 total $57 26..

A

L

- We,- your Committee on Literature, beg leave to reo ': :

. port as follows: We adopt the last yeass report —Cleve

Merry, Chairman. - k
',71\M0';,v' f Lt



_.5._.. "i -
e S Obituary. Lv

We your Committee on Obituary, beg leave to report'
as follows: It is with sadness of heart' that we:bow
_8Submissively to the death ecall _of ‘our beloved Brethren
and’Sisters, to-wit: Sister Sarah Parnell, Sistér, E.. Vin»

cent, of Bethel No. 1; E. B. Rice Sister Mary Lewis,
little Nell, daughter of Bro. and Sister Kiper New Home :

;Church.—XKate Green, Chairman ‘ Rt
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w Fields Chapel.
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.v., 2l . 1 :

Bethel No. 1,
New Home .
WmmNm deeleds

New Canaan ........
Zo€NHos.......... :
Pleasant <.m=m< Zo. H”
Falwell ... o0 el
Salina ... oveesenidos
- Bethel No. 2.....
Oo_m.,...........

e

Liberty. i.oveioaitis,

New Harmony .. ......

- Pleasant_Valley No. 2.

-Macedonia Ceheiaaiene
CBriartown ..o
* Sulphur’ mE.SNm TSR
wom w:@

'S, E. Morrison, Sister F. E. Eoﬂ._mc:. A

|Sister Mary Callison," m_m»ow Emamrzm Yelton

Sister m:ra. wsa, Bro. J: C.-Rice.

W. A Littlefield, Cleve Merry, Gilson H_S_mm&m. .4

Sister Mary E,oou? Bro. Bill Jackson......
Bro. Mat; Campbell, Bro. L. L. Hensley...

B, C..Timmons. .inesvetorosvvnessadonssns
B. B.:Ketchum, Kate Green, Sophia Ketchum.:...
|Sister Gladys Ross, m_mnma Emu% wovﬁém.
M, M. Eden - © .ueiiislusoesaaieiviiensiais

Dan Clark, Sister Lizzie~Carter... .. . ..:
Sister. wmamw Stallcup, Sister F."M. Benton.
Sisters-Reed, Marie Bradley, O_E.m mEEm. .
Arthur Smith ... )

Not represented
Not represented ...........

j

cepe e

e H&.wsﬁm,gmzs* Owen Mann..

A . .
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' Clerks Postofﬁce Addressess - .

Bethel— No. 1—Flora Fisher.: . .'; SN Hulbert, Okla
| .. New Home—M. E. Rice....:.......<R. 1, Hulbert, Okla. .’

" . >Peggs—Fannie Cabe.........:.. D Peggs, Okla. .
..\ Fields Chapel—Geo. N: Weaver. .“ ..... .Porum, Okla:
~ oo - New Canaani—Mary, O. Franklin..:....... Choteau; Okla.
“ " New. Zion—Huston Morrison......... i evs..Salina; Okla.
... Pleasant.Valley No. 1-—Lillie: Moran ...... . .Peggs, Okla.
-, -Falwell—W, T, Miller............... Ceaes Mounds, Okla.

Salina—Gladys Ross..i....... . ..Salina,  Okla. -
.Sperry; Okla.

Bethel No. 2—Mary E. Barnes .
" Cole—M., H, Smith.......vviviiiiiiaian, Pryor, Okla.

[ AN

o beerty—Mary JoGilbert: . oo ii e . Porter, - Okla.
“New -Harmeny—Sarah' Stallcup....:. Locust Grove, Okla.
Pleasant Valley No.:2—Illa Hawks .Webber Falls, Okla. = .
Macedonia—Gladys Carter. ..,.. e .Webber Falls," Okla. ..
Red Bird—Sophia Faxrchxlds. e ie et Chocotah Oklas
/' Sulphur Springs— ........ T S P4 eee adeeas .
/ Brlartown—— ......... R Y N RN
‘ . S ( S . . - [ \-“ e _
S T Mmlsters Addresses ' o
RS AR M Roberts. ... L. i vev...Salina, Oklahoma
. GG Ho00S€...veviseinssnsas i, Briartown, Okiahoma
- J. N.-Musgraves........... N e ‘.Peggs, Oklahoma
J.-N. Bailey,eoveeas o ivaada it  ‘Hulbert,  Oklahoma.
v d, Wi Moyer..eeeaieenas Ve e Peggs, Oklahoma -
G. W. Benton...... voewiee s iil . Locust Grove, Oklahoma
Lo Wo M, Wilson, .. .laliaiiiin i .Porter, Oklahoma -
s E. J. Matthew.......... ‘v evedeiien i e Tulsa, Oklahoma -
S W. W. Hudson....... o e, S Peggs, Oklahoma
Rio-E. Sessioni. v oo i 00T 'Hltchlta ‘Oklahoma .
. B.:F. Fairchilds............. oL Chocotah Oklahoma, -,
<! Ben. Dunaway.....c.ceus0 . Sa)ma, Oklahoma
y F. C. Jones: ! . .Sklatook Oklahoma
T AL T Jordan. <. esees SN ; Strang, Oklahoma
! . H. L. Petty.......! e e . .Canadlan, Oklahoma
- F."B. Prather....... v eeeeeeaean s o visTexanna, Oklahoma
*.T. E. Dearduff....... S .Peggs, Oklahoma -
M. M. Eden.......7 . 000000000000 cSalina, Oklahoma
© 0 J. M. Jackson...,.i ... 00 Cuie .. . Keifer, Oklahoma
“ A, T. Oliver....... PN RN .Checota, Oklahoma
T do AL Lowrey. . eeieeann. e ;Okmulgee, Oklahoma
A, R. Vanbrunt...... PR 7, :Choteau, Oklahoma’
Al"R.Vahbrunt........ Pees . ...Chateau, Qklahoma
o7 .Lotenzo. . Mann{..... i aie. Wi .Euf“ula, Oklahoma. -
h /
4
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ORDER oF BUSINESS. R
‘ Readmg letters from the churches." , N
Election of oﬂicers R T LT ‘
Redeptlon of new\members

»"Irivxtatlon to" visiting brethren to take seats
.Call for. correspondence L SR ;' :

. [ .
RN

.

"“Appomtment of committees.

~Call "for reports of commlttees S e
. Mlscellaneous ‘business.. R e ,- A
Appomtment of correspondents : _
*-Time and:place of holding the néxt session. . B
Electlon of mlmster to preach mtroductory sermon._

S0™ e oUR oo 1

H Sl
S e

i o RULES OF\ORDER

I At every session business ‘shall be opened and con-: S

f ductéd by prayer by the’ moderator, or whomsoever he

s ; may request.

s "~onded

Mxmsters present mwted to. seats are allowed to

take part in the debate on zll subJect.. and vote. .- - Lo
R B Those who' speak shall rise and address. the moder-' )

-ator - Personal:reflections shall be avoided in.all debates. .
4. No motlon shall be\dlscussed without - b mg sec-

© 8. When a motlon has»been made and seconded and i
.a'member opposes its’ 'discugsion, the moderator shall put-:
the question; Shall: it be’ dlscussed‘7 If negatwe, the-
.r.questlon shall not: be discussed. -

1 JIf any” proposxt'on or motlon under debate contams S
;<two or more points,”it svall be. divided at the request of T

~any- member and a vote taken, > ... v
7, Motions made and‘lost’ shal] not: be recorded )
-8..No.one_ shall' speak more than -twice. 'on ;any ques-.
tion w1thout speclal leave of-the .moderator. .- o
St 90 FAI questlons dec1dcd by a. maJonty of the members y
present.’
10.. No: member shall absent hxmself w1thout speclal’

: fleave of. the ‘moderator.. "
*# -11.. Minutes" shall :be: 1exsure1y read and 1f necessary;\

corrected, before the. clese of the assoc1atlont

% .ments’ shall ‘be made to insure.two\ or. more, sermons: each .

12, In, the future sessions.of the association,” arrange-«

" .day. or other equivalent exercises.

:13. The -Rules of . Order *shall ‘b~ dlstlnctly read from'

" .the chair klmmedlately after tHe or'ramzat;xon of the asso-‘ o

'matlon v -
14, Alteratlons may be made in these rules’ at any reg-r

. ular session’ of the assocxatlon. ot L RETTRS BS ,




. LAWOF THE SUPPER

: The Lord’s supper was mstxtuted -for God’ people.f
. ~They all have equal right to the supper, ‘and that right
“\ © “is a birthright. ‘“For by one Spirit are we all baptized
* * “into one body.” -(1 Cor. 12:13.)  This is not awaterlbap- :
“tism, but a spiritual baptism. Again, Christ says; I am
. the. door, by:me if any man enter. in he shall be saved.”
(John-10:9.) “He that: entereth 'not_by the door into the .
sheepfold, but climbéth up some". other way, tne same is a
thief and"'a robber.” (John 10:1.): :
g Chnstw -is ..not..water; baptism, yet He is- “the door.”.
I ’There is but one. door, and Christ says He is.that door,
' “and he that, cometh in at that door shall have full fellow-
“ship and equal rights with all ‘other Christians. ‘“Let a,
,man: examine himself, and 'so let him eat of that bread
.-+ and drink of that cup; for he that eateth and drinketh -
i . - :unworthily eatéeth "and "drinketh "damnation to himself,”
"+ not to the church, but to ‘himself, . It'is a. .personal ‘matter
~in judging and. eatmg ‘The church that does judge and! .
» -exclude 'any of God’s people: is not acting in keepmg ‘with
".the instructions given to the church at Cormth “To thus .
"~ “judge and exclude one of the children of God is 'tb offend -
’ ~ the child so-judged and éxcluded.. Now listen to Christ:
. ' . “He that-offends one of these little ones that bélieve in
me, it were better for him that a mill-stone were ‘hanged .-
“about ‘his neck:and:that he were drowned in the. dcpths"
of the sea.” ' (Matt, 18:6; 1 Cor. 10:30; 113: 32.) .
Tt is ‘contended that only the} of the sanie. faith and
| order should be entitled to partake: of the Lord’s supper.
‘ " T admit- that Christ is the true faith,His church the true
- ‘order, and. that.faith'is the means by which ‘men belong -
* 10 the:true’order.” If ithat, is "whatis meant by’ the same
' -falth I shall not ‘object;’ we are-agreed.. A
But if sect.is referred.-to, we object. ~‘As to order' i
nothmg ‘Jbut the gospel; order-is ‘meant, . .very: well :but -we
do-not beliéve that one.child of God should dlctate just
“what another should believe or what church he' should be-
‘long to in-order that he may be in the right church, for
the visible -church is-but . an' organic body. of: Chnstlane,
" and- placing - your name on the church book of the best
 church on earth does not make ~you.a Christian. The
eunuch who believed and was baptized, whnat church’did
he join? . .Here is faith and here is order. Now we ask,
if the eunuch were to wish to commune with some of the
. churchies, would he be allowed the right? - ‘Noj; he'is not -
- of the same faith-and order. He is admitted in heaven,
but could not be admitted to a sectarian table. At the .
Lord’s table all'His' people have a perfect right, be they :
: whom they may; and when the supper is set and all God’
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.- people are not mv1ted 1t 1s not the Lord’s but a sectarlan
. -7~ supper. .- “ s
T .+ “Eo_we, being’ many, are one body m Chrlst and mem-
. - bers’ one" of another.” " (Rom. 12:5.) ““And the way we
* ... """ become one body is by being baptlzed into that body; and
. . that of coursé-is spiritual - baptism. - He that: gets in by
- water - baptlsm, the same -is-a_-thief and a robber.  Buf
o " when any ‘one gets into that body, in"the right - way he has
; “a legal right to all. the benefits and privileges of that~ .
: body. “‘For we,-being many, are one bread and one body; .
. “'for 'we areall partakers of that: one bread.”- (1 Cor.-10: -
~17.}. By partaking we - exhibit .a oneness of that body.
~What 'is ‘'meant - bya“We”" It certamly means all Chrls- L
. tians of ‘all- ‘ages.v 2k : ‘
U “When ye' coine together, tarry one for, another w! “Be v
< ~of one.mind,” but let the Spirit of God control the. mind. -
_If it had been intended by the Savmr/ that the. supper .
should be guarded,: as some attempt to.guard.it,” God.
. “would .have endowed the judges with power .to dxscem the
" pure:from' the,impure. ‘But the standpoint . from which
- : . they judge is water~ baptlsm and a.legal administration
1 " _of the same.. ‘So, if .baptism-by- immersion, and ‘a legal
‘administration, this settles .the. matter and Christian”
~ ‘character is: left entirely out, but which some make a woe- -
. : .ful mistake; for, after all this precaution, scme have been
- . »found unworthy of theleast of: .the . privileges . of . any
church, i To admit immersion to be the only mode. of bap-
o "...tism, and -a_true believer. recelvmg it, .is. this, not.all
- right? Some would answer, “If by a legal. administra-
tor; this is all that is- wantmg Is'it not purely a pér- .
sonal matter? It is the duty of the preacher to baptize, .
‘and of the applicant to be baptized. When .this-is done, -
v -each has performed a personal:duty. -If I had never been-
- 'baptized and had, to*wait until I found. one whom 1. knew
to be a legal.administrator, I. would never be baptized at
“all, as.I-cannot kncw. the heart of man. Two acting in-
.concert one, acting in_good. faith. and the. other. not, the
: ,one “is blessed ‘and . the other. is not... Every Christian. is.
._. .'responsible’for his own acts; and not for another: . Slmon
‘ '~the . sorcerer ‘believed and was baptized, ” and that. by a
- legal-administrator, and yet it . was discovered that he was
ot a. Christian. ‘So we see, baptism by a legal adminis~
~traior does not.confer any-claims to .Christian rights, as -- -
this case proves it to be a perscnal matter;.for we clearly
"se¢ that . the apostle did his duty: and: Simon did not.. The
.apostle,’ inspired -as :he was, did -not. discérn “the 'evil of’
. ‘Simon’s -heart; . neither can.. we. know: the ‘heart of man.
When-we do our duty, it-is-ours; when an-applicant, it is
- his. -Sc we find- that faith, repentance, baptism . and
"~ Christian duties, are:all’ personally accountable to- God and
'.not .to “man. Varlous are the 0p1mon§ of men,. and the

e sk e
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way we. account for them is. in_the capacity. of . men, and’ ‘.
2 if we use thé capacity God has given, we do not think we
should be.eternally condemned for.what we_ cannot: help.

The Church of Christ is divided into .many members,. % - .
.-but is-one .spiritual: body, and Christ the head; and:they ™
should have the same care for each.other that the natural
body has for its members. . They do not perform the same-
oﬁice, yet they should - subserve the same mterests of the:

Should Chrlstlans all commune together at the Lord’
e table" I answer, what . God has ]omed together let not’ v
h man ‘put-asunder..i . - :
We have forty-eight’ states in the Umon They are all
--equally free and independent states, and yet they are one, -
" united, and.have one-great.-central-point:at:which to meet.
‘and testify that:they.are free.and: .independent: statcs and ',
‘yet but one'nation.  All Christians sheculd have one cen— "
-tral point at which to meet and:let the world know that.-
: +."they are one. - Let“thdt be ‘the-Lord’s:table. - -Christians. -
-feel alike if they-do not think-alike. - "They can preach to-
.gether, pray together sing together and love together, -
.and 'should 'théy ‘n<t commune together? “And will they
'. ‘not all meet at last in the same holy and happy land to- .
gether" +Then- a- union and free communion::is. forced:
-upon us. ' Christ.said at the last. supper that. He ‘would
drink no more. of the fruit of the vine with us 'till He |
“‘should’ drink-'it ‘anew in- His' kingdom. Then all’ ‘Chrig—"
" tians of:all ages will sit around-one'communion table in ‘
‘heaven. . As we find oursélves assembled thus around one- : |
Lord's stable in heaven, so should 1t be on earth. S Voo

\l | s

CONSTITUTION g R ,

: From long‘ expenence, ‘we the members of the Free WllI
Baptist: Church of Christ,: being- regularly: baptized . upom:
"~ a’ profession of our faith:in Jesus Christ, and being con--
- vinced cf the: nece551ty of a-combination of “churches. to:
perpetuate a union and communion-among us and to pre- -
-serve and ~maintain correspondence’ with each ‘other, do - -
therefore: ordan’ hls constltutlon for our better church o
government oy '
_This assoclatxon shall be composed of members\
: chosen by the different churches in our union' no: exceed-
“ing three .delegates from each church who ~on: producmg’
letters shall be:entitled to seats. . -~
2. - Létters from- the different chmches are ‘to exprcss
“the number in fellowship, the number received by experi-
. ence, letters of - recommendation, ' the’ number dlsmlssed,- -
s.excluded; restored and those who have dled smce the as-
socintionl: . { : A
v\ 8. The members thus chosen and convened to b" de- : o
‘nominated-the Grand vaer Assocr‘tlon of FleL Wlll Bap—



et
xlsfs, belng composed of sundry . churches in the .Grand.

, “River association—the association . having no power to : -

. Jord. it over God’s heritage' mor. to have "ecclesiastieal
* .- power over the churches, reserying ‘the right. of with- '
drawing . from any church becoming disorderly.” - \
./, . 1. 4. The association to have, K a’ 'moderator, clerk: and

.. ‘treasurer, who are to be . cnoscn by the suﬂ'rage of* the

.t _menbers present.:
7 v b Newly constxthted churches m-ty be admltted to the“
assoc1at10n, who.are ‘to petition:by. latter.and delegates, .
and -if -upon. examination they:-are .found:-to’be orthodox"
t-and orderly, they may be received into the assocxatxon, the .,
moderator giving 'the right hand of: fellowship. Ty -
%76; .'No question from any church shall:come. under ‘the ST
con51deratxon of . the: assoc1at10n unless 1t has ﬁr..t been ’
dlscussed in its own church. .

7. Every motion made and seconded s}xall come under .
“the consideration of the.association, except it be w1th-
_ drawn by the member: who made’it, o «i - i

/8. The "association is: to- endeavor fto furmsh the
churches ‘with iminutes of the association in proportion to
‘ “the number ‘of members in. each" church, - the: dlstrlbutlon Lo
\ bemg in -the .discretion of . the “association, ; N
' L . ‘9. . It shall he the,duty of the clerk to keep a rcgular

4

lﬁle of the minutes of the associttion in a book to be kept;
. by ‘the association for this. purpose. . .
o "10.°.The minutes- of the association. stiall ‘be read and ~
: : “corrected - if ‘needed,. and 51gned by-.the . moderator and
s *elerk before the close of the'association. : R
St 11, -Amendments to the constitution may: be made when O
necessary, by a_majority cf the members: ‘present. .. ;..
) -Resolved, that' we éarnestly request all-of our: mlmsters
fx nd deacons composing. thls association to co-oprate with’ :
each other.and to assist in; every:way-they can:to further. ~ =~/
: -the gospel and that each-church should Lelp their pastor, ' ’
T ~and if an evangehst should. visit any destitute place and: !
‘organize churches, we-urge upon 'the peovle. to ass15t the ’
. mvangehst S0 he can.go and preach the Word R R
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. Covenant, we become as a family and assume'In a Chris--

" unless. we. are providentially hindered  or uncontrollables

. . CHURCH COVENANT e
Havmg been brought,: as” we humbly trust, by dxvme"‘ -

. grace to embrace the Lord Jésus Christ as our Savwr, and -

“ having obtained justification by faith in His name, we as-

. members of the several churches'that constitute the Grand’:

River ‘Association of Free Will: Baptxsts, adopt the fol«v '
lowmg as our Church Covenant: - -

. To watch over.each other in- love, to pray; for each~ "
_-other, as .members ‘of a’ common ' ‘faith' ever. stnvmg to
keep the unity of the spirit in the bonds of ‘peace.. :

2. -We: will-not 'speak- evil ‘of -each: other, nor will -we."
persecute or expose, the faults. of the. weak- members of .

. our church; but we will endeavor to be governed 'by Paul's:, = .
*-instruction to Timothy, that we will “reprove, rebuke:and- .
-exhort” each other as members of a common brotherhood.. . -

-8, We. are commanded to do good unto all men, es-:
pecxally to those who are of the household of ,faith. But'- . :
“we should remember that our relations to ‘each other are”. N
closer and the obligations 'morc binding than- that of a
common bond of Christian charity. = In- adoptmg this =~

‘- tian . sense-the care and responsibility that the members-
.of a family. should feel for each other. :
‘4. We will attend the stated ‘meetings of our church

circumstances prevent us. ' And'we will contribute -of our:. . -
- means as the Lord has prospered us for the-support of:-
our pastor and other necessary  expenses of .our- church, .
And we will prefer the service-of -our own church to that=:
of any. other,”and will pray for our-pastor whlle he 1s
preaching the Word.of God'to us. - -
5. 'We will not injure our influence in the house of the ;
. 'Lord by occupying- seats among the ungodly and sinners;
but will occupy:seats near the pulpit and use the ‘natural™:
powers’ which_ the ‘Lord has given us to, praise-His holy
name. We will smo' thh those: who smg, and pray with:
those who! pray. o
6. We will not be. guxlty ‘of the. sm of Sabbath- breakmg ‘
by making . Sunday -visits to our nelghbors, which is a -
.double simagainst the law of God, for in so doing-we fail®
to attend' the house of the Lord and hinder others. who
» might wish'to do so. - Let us remember the law of Moses,
which condemns Sabbath breakmg, and the words of thes

[
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*nnsplred apostle” who sald “Forsake not the assembhng

. «of yourselves together, as the manner_of some is.”

7..- We will not neglect secret and public prayers, and

ichildren the great necessity of the Christian religion as
the only hope of happiness after'death. We will adopt

-the covenant of Joshua, the servant of the Lord, and say, .
-"‘But ag for me"and my- house, we will serve the Lord "

ARTICLES -OF FAITH

\

-sence, power and glory. . (Romains 1:20; John 1:1;:17:21,
2. We beheve that-the Scripture of the 0ld and New .

Testaments is .the Word of God and the. only mfalhble\'

:rule of faith and practice. (2 Tim. 3:16; Matt. 5:18.) -

3.: ‘We.believe ‘that .God' created man:good, and gave _
—hxm holy commandments - whereby he: should live holy, "
‘but man voluntarily disobeyed the commandments of God, .
.. transgressed the law and fell under .the just condemna- .

“tion of the same, whereby all mankind are sinners, not by

- .constraint but by choice, being partakers' of the sinful

mnature attained by the fall; and that man_is unable to -

save: himself with his own power, but we see Jesus for
the suffering and death crowned with: glory, that He by

-the:grace of God should taste death for eyery man.- (Gen. -

3:17; Heb, 2:9:).

- 4. We believe that Chrxst by H1s death suffermg and '’
resurrection-purchased our pardon and offered it’freely to. "

all mankind upon principles ‘of- repentances toward God

and . faith in the Lord Jesus'.Christ. - He - now com- :
mands ~ all- men - everywhere ' to repent. ~Therefore” He.-

" those of us who are heads of Iamlhes will strive to dedi- - -
- «cate our household to the service of God by teaching our .

1., We. belleve in:one true and hvmg God Father, Son v
.and-Holy Ghost; and’these three are one in divine ‘es-- . .

"saith, “Look unto me and be ye saved, all‘ye ends of the - -

) -earth for ‘I am God, and there is none else ” (Matt

" 4:175 Tsa. 45:22; Acts 20:20,.21.) " :
-5, Wel beheve that' ‘adult. persons must be regenerated .

: :and born of - the: Spirit" of God, lf they mhent eternal

yhfe “(John3:3; 1. Peter 1:23.)"

6.~ We. believe that infants and ldlots are. saved upon .
-the merits of the Son- of God (Jcnah 4:11; Mark 10:14;

Deut 1:39,)

We' belleve that all Chnstlans must ersevere ‘in
/~g1'ace ‘and be- Ifalthful ‘to the end if they inherit ‘eternal ..’
Tife; for ‘“blessed are they that do His commandments, .

that they may have a right to the tree of life, and enter

through the ‘gates - into the c1ty 4 (Rev 22 14 Matt,

[24:13.)

8. "We beheve that baptxsm by 1mmerswn is the apos-' o
.tolic mode; even the burial of a'[believer in water; and -

that Chnst who is our life, showed HlS humble example

., . . ) - Vo
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%o, His chilliren and bids us walk therein. (John 3:22'
Matt' 3:16; Rom. 6:34-45; Matt, 28:19,720.) .~

“We, belleve that God in His goodness displays Hls'

. power of grace in great degree in calling and qualifying
- His. servants by the teaching of :the Holy{Ghost and by

the instruction of His. Word, to go forth and proclalm life . °

and salvation without price.. He bids us freely come,and’

nothing jprevents the salvation of any but their stubborn
rebellion and smful refusal to come., (1 Cor ~12:3; Epn.
3: 7 Rev. 22:17.)-

We believe. that baptlsm and the Lord’s supper(and'
the washmg "of the saints’ feet are the dlvme ordinances -

‘ sapd should. be oberved by all His children. *(Mark  14:

© 22, 23; John 13:4-14; Matt. 28:19,20;:1:Tim, 5:10.) .+ -
ST We believe. that none “have a ,rlght to baptxsm onlSr' k

-those. who ave & livinghope in the Lord ‘Jesus Christ;

~-and none have'a right 'to administer ‘the.same only .those
" -who ~have’ come’ under the hands of’ the presbytery of

.......

. elders; and: each church ought to' haveé a' pastor; deacons.’

and’ clerk ‘chosen by the church; to_have office durlng the

. good pleasure of ‘the same. ‘And in dealing with disor-

derly members, refeérence-should be had to the 18th chap- -

. Yer of Matthew and other scriptures relative-to dealing -

‘with disorderly members. In all cases a majority shall~

" rule, except in réceiving members, and then it must be
-"unanimous. (Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23; 2 Cor. 6:6.) -
12, We believe it is, the duty of each ‘church- to assemble -

themselves together once a month, and that it is the duty:
of the pastor of the church when settmg forth' the Lord’s’

supper and Wishing the saints’ feet to “let a-man examine .
. hlmself ‘and so let him eat.”; "(1 Cor. 11:28; John 13:14.)

13.. We believe that Sanctification and boliness is a Bible -

g doctrme, that immortality-is" God dwelling 'in the light;

so- when Jthis corruptible shall have pat on igcorruption,
and this mortal. shall have put on immortality, then-shall

“be' brought to pass. the saym$ “Death .is swallowed up in
y

‘victory.”.  That it is:iur ‘dutbyto“be tender and affection-

.-ate-to -one -another, and “to 'study; the - happiness  of : the

people;-of;-Gods in; general; and 5 e ‘singly-engaged -to
promotéithe honor-and glory of God.:Gal.’6:10;:1:John 2:9. -
- 14.~We-"believein ‘the resurrection’of the déad both the
just’and’ the unjust; the resurrection of the just to glory,
and .immortality. in the .presence’ of /God, the unjust to
everlasting shame and--banishment from, the - presence of
God. (Matt. -25: 31 1 Qor 15 42 45 2 Thess 1: 1 10
Rev 20 12 13) ] ;

N,
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. ’ Church Letter to the Assocxatxon ’
“From..........Church to the Oklahoma Grand River |

Assoclatlon of Free Will Baptists, when-assembled- with
2sseesss..church: -We send as delegates from our church.
Bros. ... 00 whom Wwe pray’ you to freceive to s1t.

. w1th you and aid you in yolur deliberations.
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. THE MESSENGER,

EVERYBODY SHOULD HAVE

A GOOD RELIGIOUS PAPER

The General Baptish Mssenger

is the paper you are looking for.

Published Weekly, $1.25 a Year.
Six Months 65¢. Three Months 385c.

Interesting letters and articles every week from all
parts of the West, South \and Southwest. Published
in the interest of all free-communion Baptists.

For more than thirty years The Messenger has
been contending for the liberal Baptist-cause, and is
still at it. Its columns are open to all who write in
th; proper spirit. Send along your subscription and
learn what is going on.

Address

Owensyille, Indiana.




