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PROOEEDINGS 

',; ' . ,- . \ . '"\ 

: Of the Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting of the Grand RivEr 
.'. . ., \ . \ . . ,, ,' . i. 

Associatlon of Free Will Baptists, which convened with 
.. Pleasant Valley No .. !1, Friday night before the third 
· ·simday hi .August, A. n: 1918.- · 

I •• , •• • / • I 

, The congregation w~s called to order by the Mod.erator. 
The 5th Chapter of Matthew waii read by Rev. G. W. 
Benton. ·Prayer by Rev;: J. M. Roberts, ,after Which a 

, Prayer. and Testimonial meeting was conducted by.) Rev. 
' ci

1 
w:Iienton. · · ,,, .• 

Saturd~y l\loming.': · 

Met at 9 o'clock. Called to order byj Mod~rator. Sing:.· 
-ing .. by congregation. Prayer by Bro:';A. H. White .. 

: Letter~ read, from different churchJflfteen ·being rep-
resented. · · ' ' 

- • If was moved··~nd _carried ~o elect· officers' for ensuing 
year. 

Rev. G. W. Benton was, elected Mode~ator, Rev. M .. M. 
J J 

1 , I ti , ) 

Eden, Assistant. Sls~er Susi_e Miller :was elected Clerk· . 
. • and Treasurer; B~o. · W; T. Miller, AssiJ;tant Clerk. 

Reading last year's report: Minute fund, $32.4 O; ex-
penditures, $22.40; balance, $10:0o •. · ~ ·' . 
' Called for new churches, received one-::-Red Bird. By' 

motion· the right hand, of christian fellowship was ex..: 
. . - ' . , - -

tended the new _church. . ... _ . , , . . . . 
Adjourn io ineet Saturday afternoon 3 o'clock. . . . . . ( . . . 

'11:00 O'clock Service-Preaching by Rev. T. E. Dear-. 
,. duff.- T~xt 22-28 of Proverbs. Concluded by Rev. B. F •. 

·. ,,. ' ' 
Fairchild.· 

3: 00 O'clock Service-Service opened · by singing. 
Moderator rea·d the 5th Chapter of Second Thess. Pray-
e~ by Rev. B: F._ Fairchild, 1, Invitau,11; to visiUng_Br.eth-' .·. / 
ren and Slaters to seats_ in council. . . • · -.: . 

Called· for corresponding delegates, Received none. . ,' 

.l 
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Moved and carried, . the- Moderator appoint .the com­

mittees, which was, done.as follows: 
Devotfoual Services-Bro. Dan Clark, -- . Sister Sarah 

Stallcup, Bro. Bart Roberts. 1 • ·-• _ -- · •• 
Finance-Bro. W. A:· Little

1
field, ReY._ W. M. Wilson, 

Brp. Francis Mann. _ . . ·. · · . _· _ . ", 
Ministers' and .Deacons' Character-Bro. B. C. Tim• r 

mons, Bro: G. V .. Littlefield, Bro: B. B. Ketchum: 
<.Obituary-Sister Kate Green,c Sir,;ter N. L. Fisher, Rev. 

- J. N. Musgrave. · _ . · · ·_ . · ·· 
Arrangements-Bro. J. C. Rice, Bro, J., W. Fann, Rev. 

C. C. Hoose. . _ _ _ . . , . __ . 
- Liter.ature-Bro. Cleve Merry, (~ev: , T. E. Dearduft, • 

Bro. Mat. Campbell. · _ . . . s, • • _ ' , -- · '· 

-Credentials-Rev. J. M. Roberts; Rev. J'. M.:Jackson, 
- · Bro. O; C. ,Mann: · · . · · · · · · 

Satibath School-=Sister Lizzie Carter,, Bro. .D. :p. 
HaM"ks, Sister M. E. Rice, ' , , · · · ' · · 

Temperance-Sister •Sophia Ketchum, Sister F., M. 
Benton, Sister · Mary Roberts, Sister Sophia Fair-
child. . . .. _ " . 

"Moved and carried, the Association adopt a r~soluUon i ,.­
to appoint a -'comi,nittee to prepare a program- of Bible 

. questio~s to be disci'.iiised,at.Fifth
0 

Sunday' Meetings. Rev. 
M, M. Eden, Bro. W. :._r: Miller/ Rev. W,- M, Wilson, :ftev; 
B. F. Fairchild were appointed. . , 

' .Ad.journea:" i or l\ionday morning ~ervice.' Pr~yer by Br~ . 
• • '. •• ) ' ' , •••• •' I • '. <• ., , . ' •; ' , , ' 

Frapce!i M_ann. i , · .• .', 

Saturday. Night,,Servic~;._ 

Singing by congregation; . Prayer by Rev. c. C. Hoose. 
'. A short 'P;ayer ttnd Praise Service 'was condlicted by'Rev .. ' 

G. W'. Benton; · · •~ · · '. · , · ' · ' · .. > - ' •· , > -. · 
,· Preaching by Rev. ·M. ·M:·Eden,' conchid~d by Rev. ·w_-: 

M. Wils'on. TexLl, 2, 3, 4, verses137th Ps~lm; 'God's·' 
,' • 1ove was·~~nderfully 'manifes

0

ted 'iii.' this' sei'vfoe~' ~esuiF ' 
> , ing in,the saving·of·three souls.' About 600 people were 

present ·1 ,_ :. · I ; · 1 · 

Sunday· 1Uornh1g; ·' 
:· , .. - \ • . . - .,. , . . . .. . 

11: 00. O'clock_ Service-Congregation was called to or-
der by s'inging: Prayer by .Bro. w. T. Miller. .Prayer ' 
and:Pr~ise meetini 'co~ciudted~by ·Rev. -B. F. F~irchild.' 
Pr~aching by Rev .. C.~C. Hoose. Text,' 133~d 'Ps~lm .• _· 

~ -, . . .'. ' . . ~ . . ' .. ·\ ~. ·- '. ·". '" ' . . ' ' . " 

· 11:0Q, 0,'chJck sez:~.ice::-Singing by,congregation. Pray,.; 

• 

(._ 

--.· 

.. 
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•er by.Bro .. E. V: Ketchum. Preaching by Rev:·J. M. Rob­
~rts, concluded by Rev. o: w. Benton.' Text, 43rd verse,· 
20th chapter, 1st Kings. · . 

. , - . . ' ' 

\ 
Su~day_ Att,er,nooii. 

· 4:00 O'clock Service-Opened hy singing. Reading 
part 3rd chapter, 1st Timothy/by· Rev. G. W. ·Benton • 

. :Prayer by Sis'ter · Sophia FairchUd, after-. which-they. pro.;.· 
ceeded to ordain Brother Arthur. Smith ,o 1the office of 
Deacon of Ma·cedonia'._Church. Presbytery:· Rev. J. M. · 

, Roberts, Rev. ·G. W; Benton, Rev. B. F. Fairchild . 
. • . ·. - . . .. . 

· .. Sunday Night •. 

Opened bY singing. -Prayer, Rev. Elza Yand«;lll. A 
-very interesting talk was made by Rev.' J. M. Jackson,. 

·' 

concluded by Rev. J; N. Musgraves, .. after which. they · I 
· · :proceeded to the communion service· of which a larger 

'number parUcipated than for_ sev~ral years.- ,.,--

1\londay Morning. 

Called together at 9 "o'clock by Moderator. Singhig · 
'by ,congregation. Reading,r1st Chapter Thess. by Mod;.,, 
-er~tor. Pray~r J)y Rev. J. ,l\I. ·Roberts. ..­

Repor1s of· committees qaBed for. · AH were read and ;; 
received and· Committees disch3.rged. ·. <I, 

. Moved and carried, . the Moderator appoint a com­
mittee· to repair· the Tabernacle and report ·to the Clerk. 
Bro. D. P. · Hawks, Sistef. Annie Reed, Pleasant Valley_ · 
No. ,,2; ~ro; 'Arthur Sniith, Macedonia,. were appointed. 

i-.Ioved and carried we have 500 minutes ·printed, the. 
•Clerk to- superintend the ,printing and distribution of 
·same. 

,. . ,, ,·i • 

Moved and carried, Rey. J .. M. Roberts be sent .as a .. · 
eorrespondlng .delegate to the. Eur.elm Association. 

Moved and carried. that Rev. Elza Yandell be 'seated 
-with us as a visiting Brother from Dibble Association. 

Moved .and carried that the next Association be· held 
with' Ne,v'"Canaan Church; five· miles east of 'Choteau~ 

. Rev. M.· M. Ed'eri to preach 'the'introductocy 'cliscours~, 
'Rev .. J; :N.'MusgravJ.J to be his alternate';,. . ~ ..•. 

Appointments of fifth ·suriday meeting. The first, will 
be held ,at''sayna Church; second at l\lacedonia Chtlrch";_ 

) 

J 
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' , third at Liberty Church;: fourth at ·peggs Church. •Rev_ 
J. M. Jackson to preach the Introductory sermon at the, 
ti~st Fifth 'sunday meeting. . . . , .. 
. 'l'he Moderator li.pp~inted Bro. Lon Franklin,. Br~. Mat .. 

Campbell and Bro. Hensiey to care for the Tabernacle: 
a(New _Canaan, Church/ ·_ / · · ,.. 

Moved and 'carried· that we ; extend our heartfelt . 
, thanks t~ Pleasant ·Valley No, 2~ Church and co~mlin- . 
·1ty for their kindness and hospitality during the, sitting 
of this Association. ' · · · · 

. . I 
- Adjourfled to meet at the place above mentioned, on,· 

Friday night before the third Sunday in August, 1919. ·, 
REV G; yr. BENTON, Moderator, 

. REV. M. M. EDEN, Assistant Moderator. 
' j • • ' • ' -

REPORTS OF C01\DIITTEESi \, ', 
., --, i1 . .• '.' 

Arrangement!! o,r Resolutions. i , : 
We; you;; Committee,, adopt the bill of arrangements· 

as it stands Jn l
1
ast. Y.~~•s minutes.--;-Bro~ J. ,c. Rice •. 

Chairman .. , ,( · · . • · · 
, • Sabbath School. 

-we, your Committee ·on Sabbath School: beg leave to, ' 
report as follows: . ,We\adopt last year's report_.--;-Liz-

. zie Carter, Chairman;,-, __ . - . . . .. 
' , fl . . ' Finance. . ' / 

, I • I 
We, your· Committee on Finance, beg leave to report:·: 

as follows: • Received · from· · the "different , churches,. 
$47.26; balance from· last year, $10.00; total, $ 57 .26. 
; . ' . ' ' ,., . ' \ . ~ . 

Oharacter. 
We, your Committee on Ministers' _and Deacons', Char7"· 

acter, find all in good standing, except many.of our Min-
, isters are failing to discharge their. duty . .- We therefore, 

request· they take up the work for. we feel· the,need .'of" 
them· in ,_the .Association.-B. c. Timmons, Chairman . 
. ' , 

' ' I ' •/ , f, 
.· . _ Temperance. · . . 

. . r .·. · .: .. , . . · . • . ·· · · , 1 We, your ·Committee, beg leave to report as follows~ , 
We- adopt the report of the. Committee as, written in· last 

· year's minutes,....:..:.s?phia Fairchl~ds, · Chairman. 
1 

• • 

. , ' Literature. 
We,-. your Committee on Literature, beg leave to re­

port as follows: We adopt the last yea.,'s repdrt.'°'Cleve 
Merry, Chair~an. · 

'1 
/ .. 

.! 
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Obituary,, 

We, :;our Com~ittee on Obitu~ry. beg leave to report 
.as follows: It is with sadness of · heart that. we bow 
submissively to the death call of our ·beloved Brethren 
.and Sisters, to-wit: . $lster Sarah I,>arn.ell, Slst~r .. E. Vin• 
cent, of ·Bethel. No. 1; E. B. Rice, Sister Mary Dewis, 
little -Nell, daughter of Bro. and Sister Kiper, New Home 

. iph1;1rch.-Kate Greeµ; Chairman; · · · : ,_ 
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• 1 Clerks' fostoffice Addresses.l ~ 

. Bethel- 'No. !-Flora Fisher.: ... ;.· .. \ ... Hulbert,,_Okla .. 
·, New Home-M. E. ,Rice: ............ R. 1, Hulbert, Okla. 
'· Peggs-:-Fannie Cabe ......... .- .. -. : ..... : ... Peggs, Okla. 

: Fields Chapel-Geo. N. Weaver .... ;' .....•. Porum, Okla: 
New Canaan,._Marr. 0. Franklin .. , ....... Choteau; Okla. 
New- Zion__:_Uuston ·Morrison ......... ; ... , .. Salina; Okla. 
Pleasant-Valley No. !-Lillie Moran ........ Peggs, Okla. 
FahyeU-W, T. Miller ....... : ............ Mounds, .Okla. 
Salina-Gladys· Ross .. : ....•........ ; .'; •.. Salina, Okfa. , 
Bethel No. 2-Mary E. Barnes ........ , .... Sperry; .Okla. 

, Cole-M. H, Smith ......................... Pryor, Okla. 
Liberty~Mary· J; ·Gilbert; .... ; ..... ·.,.; ... Porter,· Okla. 
New Harmcny-Sarah Stallcup ... ;; .Locust Grove, Okla. 

· Pleasant Valley No. 2-Illa Hawks ... Webber Falls, Okla. 
M:acedonia~Gladys Carter ......... :Webber Falls,·· Okla. 
Red Bird_:Sophia Fairchilds.; .... : ..... Chocotah, Okla;-

/ Sulphur Springs- .............. : • : ; ..•. , .. ; ...•....• ·. 
Briartown- ·: ............. · ..... ·... . L .- •••••• · • .- .-••••• ·• ~ ,: .. . I . , 

\,.· 

•, 

Ministers' .Addresses ,/ 

..:::
1 J. M. Roberts .. ·.·.:••,•:• .. :.•, H ••.-.. •.Salina, Oklahoma 

·C .. C: Hoose ....... ;., .... · .... • .... ; .Briartown, Okiahoma 
.J. N. Musgraves .. · ....•..•. ,: ..•.•... ,Peggs, Oklahoma 
.I. N. Bailey .....•... '.;· ..• : . ."t •• :::: .Hulbert, Oklahoma. 
J. W; Moyer .......•.... ,.; .• : .. : ...... Peggs, Oklahoma 
G. W. Benton ..........•... ·.·.;• .. Locust Grove, Oklahoma 

·W. M. Wilson ...... ; •. :·.;: .. .-.; ..••... Porter,· Oklahoma 
,,. ·E. J .. Matthew ....•.. · ... .' .... ;, ....... :. ;Tulsa, Oklahoma ' 

W. W. Hudson ....... ..,.-.:-...... , ... \ .. Peggs, ,Oklahoma 
·,,R·E. Session• .... , ... ; ....... :.·.- ... !Hitchita;, Oklahoma 

. , B. -F.· Fairchilds ...... , ........... ; .. Checotah, Oklahoma 
' :Ben. Duriaway ....•.. '. ....•. : .. : ...... Salina, Oklahoma 

F. C. Jones;,_.~\ ................ ,.· ..... Skiatook, Oklahoma 
~,:A. J. Jordah.:.;• ... · ....... ; ... !:: ..... Strang, Oklahoma 

H. L. Petty ..... ' .. l ••••••• : : ••••••• Canadian, Oklahoma 
· •F:.B. Prather.; .... ·.-... ; ........ , ..• ;Texanna, Oklahoma 

T. E. Dearduff .................. ; ..... Peggs, Oklahoma · 
· .M. M. Eden. : ..•.. ·; ..... · ............. Salina, J)klahoma 

J. M. Jackson .... ; .... '. .. .' ...... ; .. · ... Keifer, Oklahoma 
A. T. Oliver .... ; .. < ........... · ..•... Checota, Oklahoma 

. J.- A .. Lowrey .........•.. ',:::! .....• Okmul11;ee, Oklahoma 
.A. R. Vanbrunt ....... · .... , ... • •.. ;>;·, ;,Choteau,_ Oklahoma 

, A. R..-Vahbrunt ......... ; ............ Chateau, Oklahoma 
. •' Lorenzo .. l\fannL. ...•. ;.:.: •.. :· ....... Eufaula, Oklahoma -

J 

-· 

·._', 
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. ORDER OF BUSINESS 

I;' -Reading l~tters -from the ch~rches.' 
2., Election of officers: . -

I' 

3. ReJeption -of new, members . 
. 4. Irlvitation: to visiting brethren td· take seats. , 

5-. Call for, correspondence. _ " ·• · ·, 
6. -. Appointment of committees. 
7; Call 

I 
for reports of; committees. 

8. Miscellaneous btisiness. -- ·_' ._/_ , · 
9. · Appointment of correspimdent~ .. _ '-._ - , .• 

1'0. - Time·:.and:Placc of holding ·tl!e· ll~xt scssi~n. 
· , 11. Election of minfster· to preach ·iritroducto"ry · sermon: 

I •. ~- ', • R~U~S·O~IORDER \. _:.. . ·. ··1_ 
i , , I , . ,, ' • , "I 

- • .• ', ' . '"'1 ' • • '. •• 

1 -1. , At every session busines:;; shaH be opened- and con­
_· ducted by prayer by' the moderator, or· whomsoever he 
. may request .. ;,.', . : .- . _,_ ' . ' '. . -- ' ; -•.. ' ." 

· 2. · · Ministers present invited. to _ seats a_re allowed to 
take part ,in the debate ori ::ill subjectfl and. vote.., 

_3. 1 Those who spea~ shall rise an.d ~ddre~s the moder~ 
-a tor. PersonaL reflections shall be 'av01ded m .all debates •. 

4._ No inotion shaU·be\'tjiscussed without ,being, 'sec~ ,_ 
-onded.'-- ·: · .. ,.·_' .. , ............ ,.,· -1

,, - ._: .. 

5 .. When a motion, has,been ·made and' seconded, and 
.a: member opposes its'discrnfsion,-.the moderator shall put 
the question; Shall . it 'be discussed? _If. negative, -the • 
. question" shall not_ be~ discussed. ·· · - -· . . . - . · · 
. -· 6, If any proposition or motion :u~der debate contains-· 

·. two or more points,· it sl--all be divided _at the request of 
. any member and a vote taken. J __ -·-·. ·, - - . < , -./ -

7, Motions made and lost shall, not- be _recorded. _ . . 
8 .. No one_ shall'_speak more than ,twice ·on:any ·ques-. 

tion without special leave of. the -moderator. . · . - - :· 
· 9. All queITT;ions decided by a-majority of the .members _ 

present.' · · · .-__ __ ·- -. _ .'._ .... '°-, :_. - ::-. '.. - ,_. 
10. No _ member_ shall' 'absent. 'himself , without "Special · 

leave of,'the:moderator,· .' ··_ ' .·-'··· - .·• ---
,, 11. Minutes·_ shalL be leisurely- read, and if necessarf · 
corrected, before the close of the .association/ .. . - -' - · 

· 12°' In ;.the-future _ sess_ions , of the -association,~ arrange·~ 
ments shall -be made to·msure _two\ or more sermons each 
day. or· other equivalPrit exercises; -:: · ( _ .'. ...... , .. __ 

-_ ,13; The •Rules of.' Order •shall b-. distinctly read -from 
the chair imn1ediately.·_after tlfe organization of the , asso~. 

·ciation., ', .. ,· :. ·.,_- ; ... · .... ,·/- ·;-' ... >. -. 
, 14. Alterations may be made in these rules at any reg- •' .-

nlar session of the associatio~. - _ . • ' , •, 
'_,\ 

') 
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LAW OF. THE SUPPER 
The Lord's supper was ; instituted for God's people. 

·They _all have 'equal right to the supper, and that right 
-, ':is a birthright. "For by one Spirit are we all baptized 

·. into one body." · (1 Cor. 12:13.) This is not a water,bap­
-tism, but a spiritual baptism. Again, Christ says; •/'I am 
:the.door; .. by me if any ~ail enter. in· he. shall be saved." 

(John·l0:9.) "He that:entereth'not.by the door into the 
sheepfold,~ but <;limbeth up some' other way, tile sanie is a 
thief.arid·.a robber/' ,(John 10:1.): - :. ,: · ··, · .. 

, ;.Christ, i_s. noLwater. baptism,. yet He· is· "the.· door." 
'There. is but· one. door, and Christ says He is that duor, 
and 'he that, cometh in at that iloor ·shall ha.ve full fellow­
ship and equal rights with all 'other Christians. "Let a1 

, man examine himself, and · so let him eat of .that bread 
and drink of that' cup; for. he that eateth and drinketh 

. ,;unworthily eateth and drink_eth ·damnation to himsP.lf,'.' 
, not to the church, but to himself, It is a ,personal matter 
, in judging and. eating; The church that does judge and\ 

• exclude'any of God's people.is not actingJn keeping with ,· 
, . the instructions· given to the church at Corinth. · To thus 

~ judge and exclude one of the children of God is 'to offend · 
'"'the child so· judged and· excluded. Now listen to Christ: 
· ."He that.·offends one of these ·little ones 'that believe in 

me, it were better· for him tha-t a .mill-stone were ·hanged 
· about his neck and. that he were ,drowned -in the. depths;-
of the Sea.". (Matt. 18:6; 1 Cor.,._rn:30; 1.3:32.) . . , 
· It is ·contended that only th·ey of the sanie. faith arid 
order should be entitled to partake· of the Lord's supper. 
I admit·that·Christ is the·true"faith,' His church the true 
order, and. that.faith is the· means by which men belong .. 
to the'true.:ordei-." If1that·.is·what'is meant by the saine 
-faith I shall not object;· we are· agreed. · . . . · . . . .' 

· But if sect is referred. to; we object. As. to order, Jf 
.. -nothing ,but the• gospel; order is "meant; .. very :.well;'. but ,we 

do not believe that one . child of God should 'dfotate just 
. 'what another should believ-e or what church.he should be­

long to in ·order that he may be in the right church, for 
the visible -church is but an· organic body of• Christiant, 
and· placing your name· ori the church book . of the oest 
church on earth does ·.not· make -you a Christian. The 
eunuch who believed and was baptized, wnat church' did 
he join? .. Here is faith ·and here is order. Now we ask, 
if the eunuch were to wish to· commune with some of the 

. churches, would he be allowed the right? · No; he Js not 
of the sanie faith. and order. He is admitted in heaven, 
but could not be admitted to a sectarian table. At'·_the 
Lord's table all' His· people have .a perfect right, be they_ 
whom they may; and·,when the supper is• set and aUGod's· 

,.: ,1 
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people are not'invite'd; it is riot the •Lord's 'lmt a sectarfan 
supper.," · · •· ...... /. ··• ... · · / 

.. "So we, being "many, are one body_ in Christ, and mem­
bers: one· of another." .. (Roni._.12:5.) . And the way we 
become one body is by being baptized •into that body, and 

.../ _·that-of .course is spiritual ·baptism:'. He ·that :gets in by 
· water :_baptism; the. same is ·a th!ef · and_ a robber. BJJt 
. when any one gets•mto that pody,m the right way he has. 

< a ·legal right to all the benefits and priv.ileges of ·that., 
: body. '•:For we, being niany,· are one bread and one body; 

'. •for we ·are ·an -partakers· of. th~t- one bread."- .(1 Cor; 10_: 
-17.). By partaking we exhibit a oneness of that .body. 
:What 'is meant· by·.''.)Ve"? It· c9rtairily>means. all• Chris­
tians -of._ all ;~ge~;-··H,:· "''. ''.".,·,} ... , .• : ·:·::":''; >•'·. _ > 
· "When ye come together,, tarry orie for, another." , "Be 

-· _·' of one ,mind," but let the. Spirit, or' God· conb;ol th_e: mind. 
. Jf it. had been intended -by the' Suvio_r;·that the supper 

. should be guarded,, as some attempt to. guard. it,. God. 
would .have endowed the judges with 'power to dis!!ern. the 

· .pure from the_, impure. But the standpoint -from which 
, they·judge is water baptism,- and a legal administration 

· ,of the same. So, if ,baptism·-by immersion, and a legal 
administration, _this settles . the. ·matter and Christian 

~ : character is• left entirely. ~mt, but which some make a woe­
:ful mistake; for, after all this precaution, some have _been 
.found unworthy of the -least of the. priv)leges. of any 
church, 1 .To admit immersion- to be the only mode of hap­

.... tism, 11nd · a true believer. receiving . it, is . this, not all 
· right? Some would answer, "If ·by a legal administra­

tor; this is all that is· wanting." . Is I it not purely a per-
. sonal matter? It ii;; the duty· of the preacher to baptize, • ·. 
'and of the applicant ,to be baptized. When. this · is done, 

' ; each has _performed. a personal duty. -If I h~d riever been-­
.'11aptized and had, tp•wait _until I, found one whom I. knew 

. to be a leg'al.adininistrator,"I ,would never be baptized at 
· all; as I cannot knew the. heart ot man. Two acting in-­
.concert, one,.acting in. good. faith and. the. other,:not, the· 
. one •is •blesse<;J. · and the · ot)ler. is not. ,_ E,very Christian. is, .. 
. 'responsible'-foi- his'· own 'a·cts; and not for .another, . , Simon 
, the. sorcerer "believed. and was baptized," and that. by a 
·)egal-administrator, and yet.it was discovered that he was 
l\ot a Christian. So we see; .baptism by a legal adminis­
traior does not. confer any claims to . Christian. rights, as · · 
this case proves it to be.a personal matter;.for .we clearly 

, . .see that .the apostle did his duty• a·nd- Simon did not.. The 
, apostle,jnspired -as· he was, did l)ot .. discern ·the '.evil of . 
. 'Simon's heart; ,.neither. can .. we .. know ·the· heart of man. 

When-we do our duty, it ,is- ours;_ when· an· applicant, .it is 
his. Sn we find that faith, repentance, baptism .and 

· ~_:Christian duties, are alt personally accountable to God and 
.. not, to· man. ·, Various 'are the opinionr of m~n, and .the 

( 



way we,account for them is in, the capacity of m~n; anct:' 
1 }f v.,:e use the capacity God_ has given, we _do no~ thin}{ we. 

should be·. eternally condemned for.what we. cannot help-
The Church of Christ is divided into·.many members,. _,.,' 

, but is· one ,spiritual- body;· ,and Christ the head; and ·.they- .._ 
should have the same care for each other 'that the natural 
_body has for its members. They do riot perform the same 

1 office, yet they .should. subserve the same interests· of .the, 
body., .. . - .. _' - - . . 

Should Christians all commune tbgether at ·the Lord's 
... ~. ,table?· I answer, what God has jpined together .let not:. 

man put asunder. , · · · ,. ,_ '. ., :. . . · .. · 
We have forty~eight. states in· the Union .. They are ,all 

equally free and independent states, and yet they are oner·· 
united, and have,one great. cent:r;al· point--at which to"meet;: 

'and_ testify that;they; are. freE;. a?d: independent states and , , 
'yet but one ·nation. All Christians _should have one cen~ · 
tral poirit at which to meet and let the world know that-

• ·they are one.· Let,that be "the I.,ord's _table. · Christians 
· feel alike· if they-do _not think alike. · They can preach to­
gether, pray together, sing together and love. togetherr 

.'.and 'should 'they ·ris.t; •commune together? And will they 
·not all meet at last in the same holy and happy land to­
:gether? , Then. a· union and . free communion·> is forced . 
upon ·us. Christ said at the_,Iast .supper .. .that_·He would .. 

· drink_ no . m.ore. of' the fi;uit of the vine with us · till He , 
.'should drink it anew in· His· kingdom. Then ·an. Chris-· 

-' · _tians of aU ages will sit. around; one· communion table in 
heaven. As we find ourselves assembled thus around one­
Lord's ~tablejn heaven, so should it _be o_n earth. ' · 

/ 
CONSTITUTiON :' ' - . . . 

From long experience, we the merribcirs of the Free-WilI 
Baptist Church of Christ, being- regularly·. baptized ·upom 
a profession of our faith·,iri Jesus Christ~ and being con-:­
-vinced cf the necessity of a· combination of churches to· 
perpetuate· a union and communion. among us and to pre- · 
serve and· maintain correspondence· with each . otJ:i.er,. do 

· therefore· ordain' this . constitution -for., our .·.better·· church 
government .. ,,,;. . \· '.:: ., -~,- ..... ' . ''-' ' . 
. 1.. '.This . ass~~i~ti~~ ;hall . be composed (of. membe~s-:'­

' ,--chosen by the different churches in our union not exceed-
. ing three delegates from each church, who ,on producing--

letters shall be· entitled to seats.· . ·.· · 
2. · Letters from- the different churches . arc -to express 

· the number in .fellowship,· the number received: by, experi­
ence, letters· of. recommendation, ·the· number 'dismissed,. -

' -t!Xcludedjrestored, and those who have died, since the as-
socintinn: ,:- · ,.·· .... · .,..\ ·~·:. 1 .·. _•l • ~. 1 •

1 
'-,.. ., -

1 "- 3 .. The members thu~ chosen. and: conven:ed to be· de-
nominated' the Grand River Association of, F1•-ec ,Will Bt1p-

( 
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, ~isfs, beiiJg composed of sundry ch~rches in th~ -Grand. 
:River association-the' associati-on . having no power to 
:.lord • it over God's heritage ',nor. to_ hiwe ecclesiastical · 
..J>OWer over the churches, reserving the right of with- 1 

•-.. <lrawing,froin any church becoming disorderly. ·. : 1 
, 4. The ·.association to have, a moderator, clerk and'·.· 
'-treasurer, who are to be chosen · by the suffrage of•. the ·· 
.men.hers present. · ,· . ,· , · · \..,.,, . · . 

5 . ., Newly constithted churches may be admitted to the' 
.:association, who. are to petition, by lqtter .and delegates, 
.and if upon examination they,,are ,found ·-to be orthodox 

: ~and orderly, they may be receiv_ed into the association, the 
·;.moderator givi!!g'the right hand of fellowship. 1. •. · · > 
·: 6_. No quest10n from. any church shall. come :under' the 

\ •·C?nsiderati_on; of. the, association . unless it has fir:it been . 
-discussed m its own church. . . . ' .. . , . . . 

7. Every motion made and seconded shall come under • 
:the consideration of th'e .association, except·. it be with-
.drawn by the member-who made)it .. ·. ,, ·' · · ... ·; •· • · · 

·, 8 .. The ·· association· is, to· endeavor .,to .furnish the 
churches .with ininutes ,of the_ association in proportion to 

/th~ nu!llber 'of: mem_bers in. each ch1;1rcp, _the. distribution 
. l>emg m the discretion of the association. : 

' · 9. It shall qe · tl\e, duty of the clerk to keep a, regular 
1 file · of· the mi_nu~es of the. asspcilltion in a hook to be kept1. 
by thf associat10n,fcr this purpose. .· . . . ·· .. 
· . 10 •. ,.The . minutes· of the associ_ation slfoll be read; ;md 
'corrected· if needed,· and signed· by .the. moderator and . 
clerk before· the close o~ the' association. . 1 /, '. 
· 11: (Amendments to the constitution may· be made .when ·, 

··necessary, by a . majority of the members present. . : 
. -Resolved, that' we, ~arriestly request all of our _ministers. 

'-rnd .deacons composing. this association to co~oprate with· 
. each .other arid to assist .in, ever.y;way they. can,to further. 
7the •gospel;• and. that each• church should . IJelp their pastor, I . 

. . ~and if an evangelist should visit any destitute place and 
-oi::ganize churches,. we urge upon 'the peoole. to assist the. 

· ~vangelist so he can. go and preach the Word. 

I ,-

'·. : ..• ·. , 1· ' ·, ,·, ', 
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CHURCH COVENA~T ·( 

Raving been brought,. as we humbly trust, by .divines:,' 
grace to embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior, ancf.c 
having obtained justification by faith in His name, ·we.as­
members of the several churches'that constitute the Grand·: 
River Association of Free Will, Baptists, adopt the fol-
lowing as our Church Covenant: • . . . 

·1 .. To watch over each other in- love;to. pray. for each~ , · 
· other, as.members ·of·a common:faith ever.'striving to·' 
· keep the •unity of' the spirit in the bonds of ·peace... · .• 

2. We will--not'speak evil of each other, nor will·we· 
persecute · or expose, \;he faults of the , weak· members ·oc 
our church; but ,we will endeavor to be governed 'by Paul's:,. · 
instrµction to Timothy, that we ,will. "reprove, rebuke ,and··. 
exhort" each other as members of a common ·brotherhood:. · 

-3. We are commanded to ,do good unto all men, es-~. I 
pecially to those whb are . of the household of. faith. But·: 

'we should remember that our relations to each other are"' 
closer and the obligations· more binding than· that of a. 
common bond of Christian ,charity. Jn adopting this · 
Covenant, we become as. a family and assume'·tn a Chris::--­
tiall sense•the care and._responsibility that the .members• 
.of a family. should feel for each other. , . .· , 

·4. We will ·attend the stated meetings of our church .. \. 
unless. we. are providentially hindered or uncontrpllabley, 
circumstances prevent us. '··And' we ·will contribute -of our .. 1 

• mea'ns as the Lord has prospered us for the• suppoi;-t of~· · 
our pastor and· other necessary expenses of our- church •. 
And we will prefer the service•of our o,vn church ·to ·that·: 
.of any, other/ and will pray for our-pastor while· he, js···_ 
preaching the Word,of God·to us.• • . · .. · ·,·• ·:· 

5. We ,will not injure our influence· in the house -of •the:·., 
Lord by occupying seats among the ungodly and sinners·; 
but Ylill occupy' seats near the pulpit and use the naturaF ,, 
powers· which the Lord has given · us to~ praise· His holy . 
name. We will sinp-- with those· who sing,_ and pray with: 
those who pray.·. . ,. _. I - • 

6. We will not be.guilty of the sin of Sabbath~breaking· 
by making. Sunday visits to our neighbors, which is a · 
double sin'.against the la,v of. God, for in so doirig we :ran: • 
to ·attend· the house of the Lord and hinder others, who 

• might wish·to do so.· Let us remember the law of Mosesy 
which condemns Sabbath-breaking, and the words of the;• 

. ; '~ ' 
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·:inspired apostle· who' said; ''Forsake not the" assembling 
-of yourselves together, as the manner. of some ·is." 

·. 7.- We .Will not neglect secret and public pr:iyers, and 
-those 'of us who ate heads of families will strive to· dedi-
0cate our household to the service _of. God by teaching our , . 
:.chHdren the great necessity of the Christian religion as · 
-the only ho'pe of. happiness after· death; We will adopt 
-the covenant of Joshua, the servant of the Lord, and say, , 
:-''But afi for me· and my house, we will serve the Lord.": 

it- • .-· -· 
1 

' .ARTICLES -OF :FAITH 
_ 1 .. . We. believe. in. one· true and living .God,, Father, Son 

. .and-Holy Ghost; and'. these three are one in_ divine ·es-· 
.sence, power l!,nd glory.· (Romains 1:20; ·John 1:l;:17:21. 

2. We believe that the Scripture of the .Old and ,New , 
Testaments is , the Word· of God . and the 'only infallible" 
.xuie of faith and practice. (2 Tim. 3:16; Matt. 5:18.) · : 

· 3. We. believe that God created man-good, arid gave _ 
\ - him· holy commandments ·· whereby h'e should · live holy, • 

. '.but mari voluntarily disobeyed the ·commandments of God, 
-transgressed the law· and fell under .the just condemna-

. :tion of the same, whereby all mankind are sinners,, not by 
~, - p.constraint · but by choice, b"eing partakers· of the · sinful 

..nature attained by the fall; ·and that man is unable to 
.save himself with his own power, but. we see .Jesus for 
the suffering and death crowned with glory, that He by 
-the grace of God should taste de,ith for erery man.· ( Gen. 
2:17; Heb. 2:9:) . . . ' . . .. , . . . 

' , . . 4. · We believe that Christ by· His death, suffering·· and: 
. :resurrection.-purchased our pardon and offere!i, it' freely to 

./ .:all mankind upon principles of repentances toward God 
. .and faith in the _Lord Jesus

0
.Christ. He now com-

mands all men everywhere to repent. Thcrefo;re· He· 
· .:Saith, "Look unto me and be ye saved, all· ye ends of the 
-earth;· for· 1 am God, and there is none /else." (Matt. 
-4:17;· Isa. 45:22; Acts 20:20,,21.) ·• . : . : · ·. :· 

5 .. · We b~lieve that· adult. persons must be regenerated 
.:and. born of the Spirit of God, ~f 'they'• inherit eternal 
lif~.- .. ('John 3:3; 1 Peter 1:23.) · ' . 1. ·· . · 

6. · We believe that infants· and idiots ~are saved upon 
"'. -·-th~_merits o·f t'!ie Sori·of God.· ·(Jenab 4:11; l\lark-10:~4; 

·neut. 1:39.); · • · . : · .. ·., . · . . • · 
T: We believe 'that· all ·Christians must persevere 'in 

-r:grace ·and .be /faithful ·to the end if they inlierit et11rnal , 
life; for "blessed are they that do· His commandments, · 
·that they may. have a right to the tree. of life, and enter 
-through the ·gates into the city." '(Rev. 22:1'4; Matt. 1· 
"24:13.) · . . . . · - · . · - . · . 
. 8. 'We believe that baptism by' immersion is· the apos­

, -tolic· niode; even the burial of':{/belieYer in water; and 
;that _Christ, wµo is our life, showed His· humble example 
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to,. His chilliren and bids us walk therein. (Johl!_ 3:22;_ . • 
Matt:13:16; Rom. 6:34-45; liatt. 28:19,·20.) ., .J\ 

_ 9. ·We.believe that God in His goodness displays His 
power of grace in great degree in calling and qualifying 

, His. servants by the teaching of ,the Holy t G_host arid by 
the instruction of His. Word, to go forth and proclaim life 
and salvation without price. He bids· us freely, come,-and 
nothing )prevents the salvation of any but their. stubborn 

·rebellion, and sinful refusal to ,come._ (1' Cor.·'12:3; Eph; 
3:7; Rev. 22:17.)•', · r, · -' · • - ·· . 

10. We believe. that baptism_ and the Lord's supper(and 
:• .. tile washing ·'of the saints' feet are the divine ordinances:-. 

\.a:pd should. be obe'rved by __ all His .children. • (Mark .14: '. 
22; 23; John 13:4-.14f Matt: 28:19;'20; ;1 .Tim'. ·5:10.) ,; . ·. r · 

-11. We. believe that· none have a ,right; to, baptism omy · 
-those> \vho",h'ave' ·a: 'living-1i:ope in •tlie L'ord · Jesus Christ; 

. and none have· a right ·to· administer'the .same only ,those 
· who have· conie · under the. hands·. of· the· presbytery of - _ 
. elders; and' each' chu'rch' 'ouglit' to' have :i' pastor; '.deacons.· · 

' and' clerk~ ·chosen ·by the church; to have ·office during the ·· 
, good pleasure of· the same. · And in dealing with· disor­
derly members, reference ,should be had to the 18th chap~ 
'ter of .Matthew and other scriptures relative to dealing 
with disorderly members. In all cases a majority shall 
rule, except in receiving members, and then it must 1Le· 

-·unanimo1.1s .. (Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23; 2 Cor. 6:6.) - · 
12. We believe it is, the duty of each church-to.assemble 

themselves together once a month, and that it is the -duty 
of the pastor of the church when setting f orth'-the Lord's' 
supper antl \vashirig the saints' feet to ('let a· mari examine 
himself, ·and so let him.eat.": (1 C9r. 11:28; John 13:14.) 
. · 13., We believe that sanctification and boliness is a Bible 
doctrine; that immortality' is God dwelling in the light; _, 
so when )this corruptible shall have· put· on ii;icorruption; ' 
and this mortal. shall have put on immortality, then· shall· 
b~ brought t_o _pa_ss :th~ saying, "Death -is swallowed UI? in 
victory." Tnat 1t 1s. rnr ·dut~yto•be tender and affect10n­
ate · to one another, .:and -to · studY,: ·the -happiness of· the 
people;-of;,God;-in; general;· and ·to·-be<sirtg-ly engaged-to·. 
promoWtheJionor:and glory 'of God::GaL·6:10; lJohn,2:9." -

14;~We·oelieve'1ri 'the resurrection'of the d~ad; both the 
ju·st 'and. the. unjust; the ·resurrection of the just to· glory/ 
and . immortality_ in the . presence. of· /God;· the unjust to 
everlasting shanie and banishnierit from, the ·presence of 
God. (Matt'. :25:31; -1 <;or.' 15:42-45; 2 '.I'hess. 1:1~10; , . 
Re,v. 20:12, 13.) · . · 

/ 
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FORJ\IS \ 

Church ,Letter to the Asso_ciation 
· From .. ; ._ ...... Church to th~ Oklahoma. Grand River-! 

Association' of Free Will Baptists, when. assembled· with 
.••..•. ; .•. church: We send as delegates from our church. 

, :Bros .... :.:; .•. '-. .. ,.;whom we pray·you tofreceive to sit. •,. -
·with you and aid you in your deliberations. .. ' - . 

,· 

·' (Add statistical report, state ·of' religion, .number in.'' 
fellowship, etc;) 1. . · . , •· · : ; . , . ·' 

:non~ ·in·. church,•:coilfe;-e~ce::;. '·: ·\r•,,) :t--·~· .,,.,,. !> · ... 
. '., . . ........ , ••.....•..•• , Moderator 

'. ·P. O Address,· .•.•••••••• ; ... .' .• 
•.•••..•.•..•• ; ••• ; •. .-;., •clerk. 

P. 0. Address, ; ~-.••••• ,',.:.; ••. 
,. 

• Letter of Dismissal 
This certifies that ... \ .......•. : .1. is a member iri good. · 

. standing'.of the Free Will Baptist church at .. : ..••....• 
and as _such we recommend him to the fellowship of God's. 
people. . . , ' , · . ' · J · • 

· · Dene by order of church in conference ••.• •'• •••. 191: .• 
:· •. ., •. ;-. ; • , ....••... , ., Moderator 

._ .......... _..,: •••••. ~··••.•··• Clerk • 
. i 

. . ' 

• Deacon's''·Letter ' .;- , f ' 
This· is to certify thit Brother; >.1 •. ..... ~.:is a worthy· 

deacon of our church and. we':.recommend him as- being,:: 
worthy of·qis'·ca1lirtgi••·,···.-_ < :·.:• •· _,,.i _,,·.;'•"·-•·'.: ,i'·' ·'.':,:; .. _. ,1· 

· Done in church conference this. ::.day 
1

0£. .: '; •• ' •• 19.' .. ; .. 
· · · · : ••• : •••••••••.•• 1 ••• ~ ·., Moderator 

.' ....••..•... ,-.•..• -••.••.. :, .. Clerk. 
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.. 
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EVERYBODY SHOULD HAVE 

A GOOD RELIGIOUS PAPER 

The General Ba~tist Memnier 
is the paper you are looking for. 

Published Weekly, $1.25 a Year. 

Six l\Ionths 65c. Three Months 35c. 

Intercstmg letters and articles every week from all 

parts of the West, South ,and Southwest. Published 

in the interest of all free-communion Baptists. 

For more than thirty years The Messenger has 

been contending for the liberal Baptist cause, and is 

still at it. Its columns are open to all who write in -the proper spirit. Send along your subscription and 

learn what is going on. 

Adqress 

THE :\JES6ENGER, Owcnsvilk, Indiana. 


