
of the 

Twenty-Sixth Annual Session 

of the 

Grand River Association of Free 
Will Baptist 

Which Convened With 

New Ca naan Church Friday Night Before the Third Sunday in 

August. 1919. 

REV. T. E. DEARDEUFF, Moderator. 

MRS. W. T. MILLER, Clerk. 

Mounds, Okla., R. 1. 

I 

i m 
Next annual siession will be held with Falwell Church, 8 1:n1 

miles southeast of Mounds, 10 miles southwest of Bixby be- :fl 
m ginning Friday night "before the third Sunday in August 1920. 1ml 

l§}c5c5c.5c.5i:!5c5225c.5c.5i!5"25~i!5"251§) 



ORD.ER OF BUSINESS. 
1. Read' letters from the churches 
2: Election of officers, 
3. Reception of new memb~rs. 
4. invitation to visiting brethern to. take seats 

· 5. Call "for corresp.ondence. · 
6. Appointment of committeesi 
7. Call for Reports oi Com~ittees. 
8. Miscellaneous business 
9. Appointment pf corres.po11dents. '. 

10. Time and place of holding the next .session. 
11.. Election of a minister to preach the introductory. 

- 12. Adjournment of the Association. . \ 

',. ; / 

RULES. OF ORDEJ,t , 
1. At every 'sitting' bu'siness sh;ll be opened .and conducted by prayer 

. by the Moderator," or whorirnoever he may request. 1 . 

' . 2. Ministers pres.e::i.t invited to seats ar.e allowed to take part in the 
debate on all subjects and vote. ,, : 

' 3. Those who speak shall rise and address the Moderator. Personal 
reflections shaII be avoided in. all debates. _' ' 

4. No motion, shall be disc~ssed without b~ing seconded. 
, 5. Wh.en a motion' has bee,n made and seconded and a mell}ber opposes 

its discussion the Moderator shall put the que[}tion,: Shall it be discussed. 
If negative, the questioh \hall be discusse.d. ·· · 

·: 6. If any proposition. of motion under debate contains twoormore·. 
, points it shall be divided at the rcquett of any member and a vote talrnn. 

7: · Motions made and lost shall not be recorded: . . 
8. No one shall speak more' than twice on ~~Y question without special 

leave of the Moderat~r. · . 
9 .. All questions decided by a majority of the members present. 
10. No member ~hall ab.sent himself .. without ·special leave o:f thC" 

Moderator. : · · · .. · . · 
11. Minutes shaU be leisurely react· and corrected before the close or 

the Association, if•. necessary. ' ' 
12. -I'n the future 'sessions of the Asrnciation, arrangements shall be 

.made to insure two cir more sermons each day, or other equivalents shall be·' 
·13, The Ruies of Order shall be dis,tinctly read from .the chair im­

mediately after' the organization of the Asmciation .. 
14. Alterations may be made in these rules, at any regular session of -

the Association.' · · ' · · 

CO.NSTITUTION. 
From the long experienc_e," we, the members of the Free Will' Baptist 

Church ·of Chirst, being regularly baptised on upon a profession of our 
faith in ·Jesus, Christ,. and being convinced of the necessity of a combination 
of churches , to perpetuate a union and communion among us and to pre-

,I 
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serve and maintain correspondence with each other, do therefore ordain 
this constitution for our better church government. 

1. This Association shaU be composed of members chosen by different 
churches in ·our union not exceeding' three delegates froin each church 
and .on producing letter,s shall be entitled to seats.. , 

2. Letters. from the different churches, are to express the number in 
felowship, the number received by exe'prience, letters iif .. recommendation, the 
number dismis,s,ed, excluded, restored and those who have died since the' 
Association.· '' 

3. The. members thus. chosen and convinced to. be denominated the 
Grand River Asoociatfon of Free Will Baptists being composed of sundry 
churches in the Grand River Association-,the Association having no power 
to lord it over God's heritage nor.to have any ecclesiastical .power over· 
the churches, reserving the right of withd;awirig fom any •chuch l,lecoming 
disorderly. 1 

· s .\ • · 
4. The Association to have a· Moderator, Clerk aii.d Treasurer, y,ho 

are to be chosen. by the,suff~age of the members present. 

\ 

5. Newly constituted churches may be admitted .to the Association 
who are to petition by letter ahd delegates and if upon examination they are · 
found to be orthodox and 'orderly, they may be' received into the .Asso.ciation 
the l\foder;tor giving the right hand of fellowship, 

, 6. No que[;tion frqm any church shall come under the consideration of 
the Association unless it has first bee~ discussed in its ,own church. 

7. Every motion n\ade a_nd seconded/shall come under the consideration 
of the Association, except it be withdrawn by the member who made it. / 
· ' 8., The Association is to endeavor to furnish the churches with minutes 
of the Association in proportion to th~ number of members i 1neach church, '. 
the distribution being at the discretion -_of the Association. 

0

9. · It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a regular file of the 
minutes .of the Association on a· book to be kept by the Association for 
this purpose. · · ·· 

··10: The minutes of the Association shall•be r,ead and corrected if needed 
and signed by the Moderator and Clerk before the. close of the Associa

1
tion.,_ 

11. Amendments to the Constitut_ion may be made when. necessary 
.!·-· a majority of the members1 present. 

:Resolved, that we earnestly request all of our ministers and deacons 
al)d churches composing this, Association to co-operte with each other and 
to assist in every way they can to help further the Gospe(and that each 
church should help their pastor and if an evangelist should visit any aestit~te 
place and' organize churches that we urge upon the people to assist the 
evangeli5t so he c~:ri go and preach the word. ' 

ARTICLES OF, FAITH. 
1. . We believe in one true and living God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost 

and these three are one in divine essence, power and glory. Romans 1:20; 
John 1: 1; 17_: 21. . . . , . . 

2. We believe that the scripture of the Old and New Testament Js the 



word of God and the only infallible rule of faith and practice. Second 
Timothy 3:16;,Matt. 5:18. 

3. , We believe that God created man good, and gave him Holy Com-
, mandments whereby he should live holy but man voluntarily disobeyed 

· the , Commandments of God, ~ransgressed the law and fell under the just 
condemnation- of the same, whereby all m'ankind are sinners, not by con-,, 
straint but by choice, being partakers of the sinful nature attained by the 
fall, and that man is unable to save himself with his own power, but we 
see Je~sus for the suffering of death crowned with glory, that He by the 
grace of, God should taste death for every man. Gen. 3 :17; Heb. 2 :9. 

4. We believe that Christ by His. death, suffering and resurrection pur­
chased our pardon, and offered it freely to all mankind upon principles of 
repentance toward God· and faith in the lord Jesus Christ. He now com­
mands all men everywhere to repent therefore, He sayeth, "Look upto me 
and be saved, all the ends of earth for' I am God and there is none else." 
Matt. 4 :17; Isa. 45 :22; Acts 20 :20-21. . 

5. We believe that adult persons must be regenerated and born of the 
spirit of 'God, if they i_nherit eternal life. John 3 :3; I Peter 1 :23. 

6. We believe that infants and idiots are saved upon the merits of the 
Son of God. Jonah 4:11; Mark'l0:14; Duet. 1:39. 

7. W~ believe that all Christians preserve in grace· and be faithful 
to the, end if they inherit eternal iife, for blessed are/ they that do His Com­
mandments that they may have the right to the tree of iife and ente? 
through the gates into the city. Rev. 22:14; Matt. 24:13. 

8. We believefthat baptism by i_mmersion is the apostlic :ni'ode; even 
the ·burial of a believer in wafer, and that Chirst; who is: our life, showed 

· his humble extmple to his children and bids:•us to walk therein. 'John 3:22; 
Romans 6:34-45; Matt. 28:1_9-20; Matt .3-16: , 

9. We believe that God in His goodness displays His power of grace 
in great degree in calling ai:id qualifying His servants by the .teac4ing of the 
Holy Ghost and by the instruction • of His word to go forth and proclaim · 
life and sal'yation without.'price. He bids us, freely come and nothing .pre-

. vents the ·salvation of any but their stubborn rebellion and s.inful r~fusal to 
'come. I Co~. 12:3; Eph. ·3:7; Rev. 22:17. . . . . ' 

10. We believe that baptism and the Lord's supper and washing the 
Saints' fe~t are divine ordinances and should be observed by all His children. 
Mark 14:22-23; John 13:4-14; 'Matt. 28:19-20; I Tim. 5:10. 

11. We believe that none have ,a right to baptism, only those who 
have a living hope in the Lord Jesus Christ and none have the tight to 
administer the same only those who have come under the hands of the pres­
'bytery of e_lders and e~ch church ought to have a pastor, deacons, and clerk 
chosen by the church ought to have office during· te good pleasure of the 
same and in dealing with disorderly members, reference should be had to 
the 18th chapter of Matthew antl' other scriptures relative to dealing with' 
dirnrde_rly ni_embers, In all cases . a majority shall rule, e2-cept in receiving 
members, and then it must be unanimous. Titus 1:5; Acts 14:23; II Cor. 6:6. 

12. We believe· it is the duty of each church to assemble themselves 
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' ' together once a month and that it is the duty of the pastor of the church 
when sitting forth the ,Lord's: sup~er and ~ashing the Saints'' feet to let a 
i:p.an "examine himself ,and' so let him eat." I <;:or. 11:28;'John 13:14. 

13. We believe that' sanctification and Holiness is a Bible doctrine, . 1 

that immorality is God dwelling in the. light so when this corruptible shall 
have put on incorruption and this mortal shall,have put on immortality then 
shall be brought to pass the saying that i's written. "Death is swnllowed up 
in victory." That it is, our duty to be tender and affectionate to one an­
othe~ and. to study the happiness of the people of God in general and to 
be 'singly engaged to promote the honor· and glory of God.:, Gal. 6:10; I 
John 2:9. · 1 ' 

14 .. We b~lieve in the resurrection of the dead of both the just and 
the unjust; the resurrection of the' just to glory and· immortality in the 
presence of God; the unjust to everlasting shame and banishment from 
the presence of God Matt: 25:31;) Cor .. 15:42-45; II Thes. 1:10; Rev. 
20:12-13. 

, CHURCH COVENANT. 
Having been brought, as we' humbly trust, by divine grace to' embrace 

the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and having, obtained justification by 
Faith in His name, we, as members <if.the several churches that constitute . 
the Grand River Association of Free Will Baptists, adopt the I following as 
our Church Covenant: 

L To watch oyer each other in love; to pray for each other as memb­
ers of' a common Faith ever striving to ;keep the unity of spirit in ·the bonds 
of peace. 1 

'· ' , • · ' 

2. We · will not spe;k evil of each other nor will we' persecute or 
expose the fa~ts of the weak membevs of our church; but we ~ill e·ndeavor' 
to be goverened by Paul's. instruction to Timothy "That we will reprove, 
rebuke and exhort" each other as members of a common brotherhood. 

3. We are commanded to do good· unto all men, especially to those 
who are of the household ,of Faith .. But we' should remember that our 
relations to each other are coser and the obligations. more binding than that 
of a CODl.mon bond of Christian Charity. In adopting this Covenaiit, we', 

- become as a family and assume in a Christian sense the care ·and responsi­
bility that the members. of a family should feel for each ot}).er. ,. .. . ·, ' , ' \ 

4. We will attend the stated meetings of our church unless we are 
providentially hindered, or uncontrollable circumstances prevent us. And we 
will contribute of our· means as the Lord has prospered us for .the support 
of our pastor and' other necessary expense, of our church. And we will 
prefer the .service of our own church to that of any other ai:id will pray for · 
ou pastor while he is preaching the word of God to us. 

5. We will not injure.our influence in the house of the Lord by occupy­
ing seats among the ·ungodly and sinners;, but will occupy seatsi near the 
pulpit and use the natural powers which the ·Lord has given us to praise His 
Holy name. \Ve will sing with those who sing and pray with those who pray, 
· 6 .. We will not be guilty of /he sin of Sabbath breaking by making 

.. 



. Sunday visits to our neighbors, which is a double sin against the law of 
God for. in so doing _we fail to attend. the ho·Uise of the Lord and hinder 
others who might wish to do s'o. Let us remember the law of Moses which 

· cond~mns Sabbath· breaking, and· the words of· the inspired apostle which 
·says,· "Forsake- not the assembling of yourself together· as the manner 
of some is."' · 

7. We will not neglect secret and public prayers'. and those of us who 
ar~ · heads of families will strive to dedicate our household to the service 
of God by teaching our children the great nec~ssity of the Christian religion 
as the only··. hope of happiness after death. , We wil adopt the covenant 
of Joshua, the servant of the Lord; and say, •~But as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord." " 

Resolved: That what purports to be the Law of the. Supper be printed 
.. • in OU~ minutes and become part of our constitution and there kept. . 

. ,• 

,, LAW OF THE SUPPER 
The Lord's Supper was instituted for God's people. They all have 

equalirights to the supper and that right is a birthright. For byone spirit 
are we all baptized into one body.,(I Cor. 12:15.) This is not a water 
baptism but a spiritual baptism. Again Christ says, "I'm the door, by . . 
me if any man enter in he s_hall be saved." · (I John 10:9.) "He that ~ 
enter~nth not by· the door in the sheepfold but climeth up ;ome other way, 
the same is a thief ·and a robber." (John 10:4.>. Christ is not water 
babti~m and yet He . is the door. There is but one door and Christ says 

' He is that door, and he that cometh in by that door should have full fellow­
ship and equal rights with all'other Christians.· Let a man examine·him­
self and so let him eat of thae bread and· drink of that cup, for he that 
eateth and drinketh unworthy eatheth and drinketh damn~tion to himself 

, not to the church, but.to himself. It is a personal matter in,,judging and in 
- eating. · · · ·, 

The church that does judge'and exclude any of God's p'eople is not act­
ing in keeping with t.he instructions given to the church at Corinth,' To 

. thus judge and ~xclude one of the, children of God . is to offend the child 
so judged and excluded. Now listen to Christ: "He that offends one of 
these little ones that believe in me, i wre1 better; fo him that a mill stone 
were' hung about his neck and that he were drowned · in the depths' 
of the sea." Matt. 8:6;. I Cor. 10:30; ·31:32. · ' . · 

It is. contended that they of the same faith and order should be' en­
titled· to partake of the Lord's . Supper. I . admit that true . faith is • the 
means by which men become Christians. If this is what is meant by the 
same faith I shall not object. ,We are agreed, but if s,ect is to be inferred, 
1 object. As to order .if nothing but 1gospel order is meant, very. well; but. 
I do not think that one child of God should dictate just what another should 
believe or what church he should belong to in order that he may be in the 
right church, for te church i shut an organic body of Christians, and simply 
placing . your name on the roll book of the best church on earth does not 
make you a Christian; neither will a like process. in the worst church make 
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a, sinner; The Eunich belieyed and was baptised. What church did he join?, 

Here is faith and here is order. Now. I ask if the Eunich were to wish 

to commune with some of the chur~_hes would he be aHowed the·,right? 
No, he is not· of the same' faith and or~er; yet he is admi~ted in heaven. 
But nay, he could not be admitted to a setarian table. At the Lord's table 
~II His1 people; have a perfect right, be he wholl'\ he may and when the sup-_ 
ver is set and all of God's people are not invited,. it is not the Lord's slup~ 
per, buta sectaria~ supper; so we_, being many are one body in Christ; and 
every member one of another: (Romans 12:15.) And the way we become 
one body is by being baptised into- that body ~nd of cou~s.e that is by spiritu­
al baptism. He that gets in by water baptism, the same is a thief and robber; 
and ·when any one gets into that body in a legal way he has a legal right 

· to all the ben~fits and privileges of that body, 'for we, being many, are one 
bread and one body, for .we are· all· partakers of that one bread. (I· co·r. 

· 10:17.) By partaking we exhibit a oneness of that body.' What is meant 
by we? It certainly; me.ans all Christians of all ages when. you come to­
gether tarry, for ap.other; be of one mind, but let the 'word of God control 
the mind. if it had ever ·been intended by the Savior that the supper should 
be guarded as some· attempt to guard it, God w;ould have endowed the 
judges with wisdoin to discern the pure from the impure. But the st~nd­
point from which they judge· is water baptism and a legai administration of 
the same, so if. baptism by immersion, . and a legal administration this 
setties the matter and Christian character is left entir~ly out by which.some , 
made a woeful mistake for after all this precaution some have been found 
unworthy of the least of. the privileges of any church. To admit 
immersion to be the only mode of baptism, and a true believer receiving it, 
. is this not all right? Soine would answer if 

I 
by legal administrator. This 

all that is wanting, is it not ·a purely personal matter? If so, he has been' 
a~ truly baptized an anyone. · It is the duty of the preacher to baptize and 
th_e applicant to be baptized. When this is done each have· performed a 
personal duty. If I had never been baptized and had ,to wait until I found ' 
one' whom I k~ew to be a legal admini"strator I would never be baptized at 
all as I cannot know the heart of man'. Two acting in concert, one acting ' 
in · good faith and the other not-,-the · one is blessed and the other is· not.· 
Every Christian is strictly responsible for his own acts and not for another. 
Simon the Sorcerer believed and was baptized, and that by a legal admin­
ister and yet it is discovered that he was not a Christian. So we see that_ 
baptism by a legal adminihrator ·does not confer any claims upon him to 
any Christian rights, as this case proves it to be a personal matter, as we 
clearly see that the apostle did, his duty ';tnd Simon did not or vice versa. 

The _apostle, inspired all he was, did not discern the evil of Simon's heart 
neither can we know the heart of man.· When we do our duty it is ours .. 
When an applicant it is his. So we find that faith, 'repentance, baptism and 
the Christian duties· are all pers'Onal and. accountable to God and not unto 
man. Various are the opinions of men and the ways we account for them is in 
the capacity .~f men; and if- we use the capacity that' God has given I do 
not think that we should be eternally condemned for what we cannot help. 
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The church of Christ is divided into many members, but it is ·one spiritual. 

' body and Christ the head, 'and they should have te same care o·ne for· the 
other, as the natural body has _for its' members, yet they do not perform the 
same office, y~t they should subserve th~ same, interest 6f the body. 

Should Chri~tians all commime together at the Lo;d's table? I answer 
what the Lord has joined together, let no man put asunder. 

We have forty-eight st~.tes i~ the Union. They are all 'equally free and 
independent state, and yet they are one united, and h_ave one grea~ central 
point at which to meet and testify that they are free and independent states · 
and yet \mt one ~ation. · All Shristia.ns should have one central poi~t ~t 
which to meet and let the world know that they are one. Let that be the 
Lord's table., Christian feel alike if they do nd't think alike. They' can 
preach together, pray "together, sing together and love together, and should 
th~y not commune·together? · And ,vill they not all meet·at l;st in the 
/same holy and happy land together? Then a union and free ~ommunion is'_ 
, forced upon us. Chri~t said at the last supper that. ~h~ would drink no. 
mo're 'of the fruit of the vine .with us till he drank anew i_n His kingdom. 
Then all Christians of all ages will sit around one communion table in 
heaven. As,we.find ourselves. assembled thus arouhd one Lord's table in 

. Heave~, so should it be on_ earth. I ' 

------0--C--
PROCEEDINGS 

Of the' Twenty-sixth Annual' meeting of the Grand River _A,)sociatfon· 
of Free, Will Baptist ·which convened with New Canaan Church· Friday night 
before the third Sunday in Augu'.st 1919; 

Fi;iday · Night Service 
The congregation was called to. . order by singing. Moderator an'd 

assitfant being absent. Rev, J. l',L Roberts' opened the service by
1 

ii short· 
talk. Prayer by Rev'. D. L. Ac_:tkinson. Pr'.eaching by Rev. J. A. Lourey, · 

'followed by Rev. D. L. Actkinson; Text 2nd Peter, 1 chap. 19th·verse. 
· , , · , Saturday .Morning 9 O'clock; . · \ .. _ " , 

Congregation ,vas called to order by singing. Reading Timothy 2
1 

chapter 1-10 verse;, Prayer by Sister Sopha Ketchum. First reading· 
letters from different church'e~12,represented. It was moved and ca~ried 
to· eiectc-officers i or ensuing year. · 

1 
Re,;,., T. E. Deardeuff was elect

0

ed Mo'derator. Rev. J. N. Musgraves . 
Assistant Moderator. M'rs. W. T. \Miller was elected Clerk and Treasurer. 
Mrr.l. Kate Green Assistant Cler~::•~. ,. _ · · 

Reading of last years report--'--Minute funds .$57.26; expenditures $23.00.' 
Moved and carrie~ the Association pay. the clerk $10.00 for last years' 

work and highly accepted. Balance $21,26; , , 
Called for new churcheG'-received 4; Good Hope, Yonkers, Strawberry, 

East Liberty. Moved and cai;ried' the right hand •of . Christian fellowship 
be extended the new churches.· , 

• Called for 'c.orresponding delegates-Rev. L. 
1 
J. Florence of Oklahoma, 

General Baptist Association and Bro.' G. W. Jenkins of Cherokee Home 
Aissociation. · 

·1 
' 



, I 

Moved and carri'ed we ad}orirn until , after 11 o'clock service. 
' ' 

Saturday 11 o'Clock Service. 
Congregation was called to order 'by singing. Prayer by Rev. John. ' 

Penland. Preaching by R~v. G. W.~Jenkins. Text St. Luke. 2 chap. 13-14 
verse. Conduded by Rev. J. N. Musgraves 

Saturday 2 o'Clock Service. 
Singing by congregation. Prayer by Bro. White. Invitation to ~isit-' 

ing · Bretherns and SisterJl to seats in· Council.· Rules of order . read by 
Moderator. 

Next, appointment of the, tommittee. Moved and c·a:rried the Moder-· 
' ator appoint the committees. . 

Committe of Arrangements ·or Resolutions-Rev .. ·W. M. Wilson, R_ev. 
J. N. Musgraves1 Rev. L. W. Mann. , , , ·. , . . 
, , · Committee on Devotional Service--:..Sister Mary Roberts, Sister Kate 
Green, Bro. Rufus 'Presley, Bro. L. L. Hensley .. · .. . 

Committe on ,Sabbath · School-Sister . Sopha Ketchum, Sister IfatFe 
Kirk, Sister M. F. Benton. , 

Committee on Finance-Bro. Frank Musgraves; Bro. Frances Mann, Bro 
R. A. Ketchum. I I 

Committee on Minister and Deacon Character--'-Bro. J. G. Curtis; Bro; 
.E. Owens, Bro. J .. J. Cafoey. ·. 

Committee·on Temperance-Rev. J. M. Roberts, Rev. T. S.' Pilant, Rev. 
J. A. Lourey. , ' 

Committee on Literature-Bro. 0. C. Mann,' Rev. G: W:. Benton, Rev. B. 
F. Fairchilds. 1 

· · 

Committee on Obituary-Sister Ma;y Moore, Sister Nancy Holland, 
, Sister M. ',c. Musgraves. ;, . .. , 

Com'mittee on Credentials----!Rev. J. M. Roberts,, Rev. G. W. Benton, Bro. 
G. W. Weaver. . ( . -, . . 

. · · Moved and carried that this Association advbe each church to organize• . 
. a "Ladies Aid Society for the advancement of the cause of Chrii!t 

Moved and carried 'we defer the subject of putting out an Evangelist 
until next October theii. if there · is money e~ough in the treasurer Rev. G .. 

· W. Benton take up the .work until the funds is' exhausted. May' God bless· 
his work. · · ' · ' ' 

Moved to adjourn until Monday morning','9 o'clock; carried. 
· · . Sa.turday Night .Service ' 

Congregation was called. to' order· qy~ singing. Prayer by Rev. J. A. 
Lourey, after which they .proceeded to ordain Bro. Henry Hill of East 
Liberty church as a Deacon. The Presbytery consisted of Rev. T. E. 
Dear4euff, Rev. G. W. Benton, Rev. J. N. Musgraves., after ~hich a prayer 
and praise meeting was conducted by Rev. G. W. Be:iton. Gods love was 
~onderfully manil'ested··b·y all Gods people. Preaching by Rev. G. W. 
Benton. Text; Acts 9 chap.·5 verse. Conducted by Rev. J.·N.lYiusgraves. 

Sunday Morning 10 o'Clock Service # 

1 

Congregation was called to order by singing. Prayer .by Rev. L. K. , 
Green. Prayer and pr~ise rn~eting conducted by Rev. G. W. Benton and 



1 reading the 2nd chapter of l~t Peter. The service was enjoyed by all _Gods · 
children. · 

I ~ •-, 

, Sunday 11 o'Clock Service . 
: Preaching by Rev. D. L. Actkinson. Text Isiah 53 -~hap. 31 verse, fol­

lowed by Rev. G .H. McDaniel, after which a collectiori was taken up for 
Rev. J. A. Lourey amounting to $30.00. May God bless him in his affliction. 

' '. 
Sunday 3 o'<:;lock Service 

Singing by congregation. Rev. G .. W. Benton.read 3 chap. 1st Timothy. 
_Prayer by· Father Keys, after which they proceeded to 

I 
ordain Bro. C. C. 

Crow. Bro. R. E. Wilkerson of Webber Falls, Oklahoma as Deacon1 being_ 
recommended by · Pleasant Valley No. 2 chul'.ch. The Presbytery con~· 
sisted of Rev.1 J. M. Roberts:, Rev. J. N. Musgraves, Rev. G. W. Benton. 

' ' 
Sunday 4' o'Clock Service i . 

Singing by congregation. Prayer by Rev. A. R. Vanbrunt. Preaching 
~Y Rev, J. M. Wilson. 1:e~t "Watch" followed by Rev. A. R. yanbrunt. 

:. Sunday Night Service 
Congregation was called to order by singing the communion service •· j 

was introduced by Rev. J. · M. Roberts by reading the 28 chap. of Matthew,_ -v, 
after which Rev. J. A. Lotirey made a few pointed and'touching 'remarks. on 

' the de;ine orainari'c·e,, after which a large number participated ,.in the or-
dinance and a glorious time was enjoyed by all Gods children. -

Monday Morning 9 o'Clock Service 
Congreg~tion · caled · to ~rder by· singing.. Prayer by .Rev. Geo. W. 

· Weaver. · 
I ,. \ 

Report. of Committee called for. · Motion· and second the report of the 
. Committee be received arid the Committee· discharged-Motion carried. 

We your Committe . o~ Arrangements be~· leave · to, report ~s foHows: 
Taking · into consideration the surrounding circumstances and seeing the · 
necessity of a rule governing the Ministry. Be it resolved that the Asso­
ciation forbid the Ministers of the· several districts of the Association speak­
ing disret,pectfully of one another, and any one found guilty of such conduct 
shall be !~able to ,charges and dealt with as may be deemed necessary ... 

Be it resolved that we recommend 'that,our Ministers ao not vary from 
the r·egular customs of the Free Will Baptist in reg

1

ards to receiving and 
dismissing members. F~rther more advise that the Mqderators .of the 
churches impress upon . the churches the great necessity of observing all 
the rulings of the Associatio'u. . . . , . 

,Be it Resolved, That any elder' of this Ass~ciation taking the evange­
listiJ work that it shall be the duty of each ·church to assist him in the work 
and this Association shall impower the Moderato_r and. Clerk with authority 
to furnish the· evangelist with recommendation if he be found worthy. 

Be it Resolved, That we forbid any: of our ministers. challenging any 
- denomination to debate. ' · . , : 

Resolved, That we prohibit the members· of our churches form giving, 
, going to or participating in play parties or dances and any found guilty 
of sue!\, offense shall be due th~ church· acknowledgement or shall· be •. con-
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t , 
s'idered by the body ,as a stranger ·as this evil causes many of our 'young 

people to forsake the' right way and go off in sfo. · 

Be it ~urther Resolved, That we forbid a:ny or' our ministers or ~emb­
ers of our. churches of this Association preaching santification or holiness 
as, a second work of grace, seperate and apart from the regeneration. or 
conversion. 

Be it Resolved, That.every,-member of ;ll. respective churches compris~ 
ing the Grand River. Association be requested to obey the Commandment's -
of God as recorded in 1 Cor. 16-2 and 11' Cor. 9-7, to lay by in store as God 
has ~rospered them upon the first day of the week in, their homes or 
churches so as to be prepared to aid the ministers in publishing the 'gospel 
to help the widows and the,.,worthy poor and that the ,compulsatory in every 
respect be disnuled. · · 

Resolved, That every ordained minister should preach at least four 
sermons each month if not providentially hendered and we require that 
every ordained minister report each year to the Association either by letter 
or person. • I · ' 

Be it Resolved, That every church that calls , minister to the pastoral 
care should administer to his support as . God has prospored them. 

Resolved, That our articles of faith stand as they are in the old 
minutes.' 

· Be it Resolved, That this. Association recom~end that no church shall 
ordain a minister until he. proves himself ( worthy for a space of twelve 
months. We believe _one great cause o fthe languishi~g condition of the 
Free Will Baptist is for the lack of finan;e. 

Be it Resolved, That we ,ask the Association to help us to earnestly 
pray that the Divine Power of God help us to adopt a more firm basis 
of finance. 

Be it. Resolved, That the Pastor read the constitution and rulings of 
the church as often as once each year to the church. 

W. M. WILSON, Chairman. 

SABBATH SCHOOL 
We your Committee on Sabbath School recommerld the, report as follows: 

We believe it the duty of each church to maintain Sabbath. School and let 
it ·be understood that the Free Will Baptist recommend union as the basis 
for all Christians to ,do' the will of our, Father and Rede~mer, and w~ as 
Christians shoulp unite all our efforts to keep our children in the Sabbath 
School and also to give their home training some thought and all this may 
be, the means of bringing them to Christ. We request ministers and 
deacons tlo assist in organizing good Sabbath Schools and prayer meetings. · 
We further recommend that our superintendent appoint teach_ers of Chris­
tians if possibie asking that the teachers, give the real spiritual meaning 

. to .the classes which will be Christianity and Christian giving. 
, 1 MRS. HATTIE KIRK, Chairman. 

I 
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- FINANCE. 
We your Committee on Finance beg leave to report as fq}lows: Be­

ceived from the different churches $50.60 
_. R. A. KETCHUM, Chairmna. 

TEMPERANCE 
We your Committe on Temperance beg leave to report as follow!!: 

That we will not tolerate liquor in any form. It -makeg wrecks of 
promising young; men, it makes the hearts of dear mothers to 
ache, it makes orphans of little ~hildren and causes them to go hungry.and 
half naked in cold winter breezes,' and we as Fr~e, Will Baptist believe that. 
every child of God must have the same equal rights and dear Brethern we 
will state that all redeemed children of God must separate themselves from 
strong drink. God spake unto, M~ses that he should command the ehildren 

~ of Israel that any one making a vow should. s'eparate himself from strong 
· drink. ' So beloved. Brethern we must not let sin reign in our mortal bodies 
ye shall live (Rom~n 8-13) help us to pray earnestly that the children of God 
may live after the spirit those who worship God must wors•hip him in spirit 
and truth. Intoxicants kill not only in this world, but also beyond the tomb 
for "no drunkard shall 'inherit the Kingdom _of God" (Gal. 5-21:) We also 
favor the suspension. of any Free Will Baptist Minister who is a dram 
drinker (1 Cor. 6-10 'Hebrews 2-15-16.) It makes wrecks of many homes 
We further state as a body 'of Free Will Baptist that we will not tolerate .or 
support any man or set of men' that is 'not positively declared on the side 

.. of a world wide. p;ohibition as1 we kilow -,that if ,ve protect -o~~ boys ·and 
, girls· our wives and ourselves we ~ust put the _demon king alcohol out of 
'commission' for where ever alcoh61 is used it sows the seed of woe and 
misery. Its path is .strewn with suffering, death and destruction. 

J. M. ROBERTS, Chairman. 

LITERATURE 
We recommend the Bible as the man of our council. We would urge 

each and every one to r~ad the Word of God more prayerfully and insist 
that we become more closely united on its teachings and hold up the hand 
of the ministry and the banner of Christ. .We further recommend that 
each and evl:!ry member. read the Free Will Baptist paper; The New Morning 

, Stf\r, printed at Tecumseh, Okla. · 
0. C. MANN, Chair~an. 

We your Committee on Obituary, report as foll~ws: It is fit that .;,e. 
stop aniid turmoils of this ife and give thought and meditation to the 
dead for the living how they must die, we sorrow' but ~ot as those who have 
no hope as. it has pleased God to take from our midst Sister Lizzie Walker, 
Sister Lizzie Hanes, Sister Euna Rice and Sister Fannie Foster of New 
Home; Sister Armind~ Mann of ·Red Bird church. Rev. Thomas Jackson 
Bro. H. B. Allen, Sister Violet Moles, Sister Fahnie Jackson, Sister Lilli~ 
Jackson of Fields Chappel church, ·sister Viney Benton of New Harmo'riy 
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church, died December 5th: 1918, died in the full triumph of a living faith." 
1 

• SISTER M. C. MUSGRAVES, Chairman. 
' ') 

W~ your Committee on Credentials,, find Bro. George M. Byrds creden­
tials to be orthodox and Bro. J. J. Naughts credentials to be orthodox. We 
recommend that Bro. G. H. McDaniels be received into our Associati~n as 
orthodox and name placed on the directory. · 

J. M. ROBERTS, Chai,rman. 

We 'your Committe on Ministers, and Deacons1 characters have found· 
e·verything in good standing as far as investigat~d. 

1 
. J .G. CURTIS, Chairman. 

Rev: J. M. Roberts and Sister Mary Roberts appointed corresponding 
delegates to the Oklahoma General' Baptist Agsoiciation at Bristow, Okla. 
Rev. J. A. Lourey. and Rev. J. N. Musgraves appointed chr~sponding dele­
gates to the Cherokee Home General. Bapist Association at Welling, Okla: 
Rev. J. M. Roberts, Sister Mary Roberts and Sister Mary Moore appoint~d 
correspond

1

ing delegates to the Roberts McGee· Association of Free Will 
Baptists.' Bro. Frank Musgraves, Rev, L. W. Maim appointed corresponding 
delegates to the ·state Association at Red Oak, Okla. 

Moved and carried that 800 minutes be printed and the . Clerk s~per-
~ !intend the printing and distribution of the same. , . . , 

Moved and carried that the Clerk draw on the Treasurer to the amount 
.of $5.00 to be paid,to Bro .. Frankli~ for expenses on the tabernade. 

Moved an carried by , a unanimous vote that the· next Association be 
held with Falwell chul'ICh. 8 miles southeast of Mounds, Okla., and 10 miles 
southwest .. of Bixby, Okla. ; . · 

Appointment of 5th Sunday meetings the first to be heldvbgkq cmf'WY! 

Appointment of 5th Sunday Meetings. 
The first, to. be held •Good Hope church at Hulbert, Okla.. 
The second, at Strawberry church Porter; Oklahoma. ' 
.The third, at Fields Chapel church Porum, Okla; 
The' fourth, at Salina, Oklahoma. · .. 
Rev. D .L. Actkinson was appointed, to preach the intr'oductory sermon 

·and Rev. J. N. Musgraves to be his alternate at our next association. 
Moderator appointed Bro. W. T. Miller,, Bro. R. J. Howard and Bro. 

G: Green to take care of the tabernacle at Falwell and h~ve same repaired 
and the next Association pay the amou~t of the. bill. , 

· Moved and carried that we extend our heart felt thanks to New Cannan / 
church and community for their kindness and hospitality during the sitting 
of this As~ociation. · · . · 

Adjourned to meet at the place above mentioned on Friday night before 
the third Sunday in August 1920. · ' · 

REV. T. E. DEARDEUFF, Moderator. 
, REV. J. N. MUSGRAVES, Asst. Moderator. 
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Church Letter ,to The Association. 
From'.. __ c.. _________ :_ ________ church to the Grand River Association of 

Free Will Baptist, when assembled _with ____ ~ ___________ church. We send 
as delegates from. our church_~-----'---------------------------whom we 
pray you to receiye to sit with you and aid you in your deliberation. ~t.e'": 
tistical report is as follows: , State of religion, state of prayer meeting 
state of Sunday School, number of members _ _: ______ ~ ___ number excluded 
___ :,__:_ _______ , number dismissed_'_ __________ , number died _ _:_ ____ · ________ , 

' • • • I • • • I ' ' 

,number received smce last Associat1on_'--------------,,, days of meet-
' ing~ __ :_ ___ ~----, paid pastor $---------------, minute funds __ :_~-·-------, 

we have elected Rev. _____ .:,'---------------~-----..'.for our Pastor for the 
, ' I -

ensuing year. ' -
. Done in church conference this the ______ day of __ ~ _________ :_ ___ 1920. 

--------------------~:_ ___ :_ _______ Moderator. 

P. 0. _ --------------------------------------
__________ :_ ____ ~------~------Church Clerk. 

P. 0 .. -------. ------ ,--------------,---· ------

Letter of 'Dismissal. .. 
This certifies that_ ___________ · · -------------- ___ is a me.mber in 

good standing of the Free Will Baptist 'church at_ ____ . ____ , --.,.-"--------and 
as such ·we recommended him to the followiAg of God's people. · · 

Done by order of church in conference __________ :,_ _____________ 19 ____ · 

· _':_-----'---'-------~---: ______ Moderator. 
-· ------------------------------Clerk. . . 

Deacon's Letter · . 
This is to c~rtify that Brother ____ . ______________ c.. _________ is a worthy 

deacon of our church and, we recommend him as being worthy of his calling. 
Done in church confe'rence this_· _____ day 0L ___________________ 19 __ ~_ 

---~----: ____ l_~--------~---Moderator. 
----------- ' · --- __________ Clerk. 

l' 

.. ' 
\ 
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C. C. Hoose ________ Briartown, Okla/ A. J. 'Jordan __________ Strang, Okla .. 
J. N, Musgraves,--'--~---Peggs, Okla. H. L: Petty, _ _; ______ Canadian, Okla. 
I. N. Baile:IL __ _: ____ _:_Hulbert, Okla. F. B. Prather,_.:. ______ Texanna, Okla. 
J. W. Moyer, ____________ Peggs,1Okla. r. E. Dearde_uff, __ _:::_ __ LPeggs, Okla. 
G. W. Benton; ____ Locus't Grove, Oka. M. M. Eden, ____ :.,' _______ Salina, Okla. 
W. M, Wiison,---~----Porter, Okla. J. M. Jackson,_.:. ______ Sapulpa, Okla.· 
E. J. Matthew, __________ Tulsa, Okla. A .. T. Oliver,--;--------Coweta, Okla. 
W. W; Hudson, ________ Peggs, Okla. J. A. Lourey, __________ Oktaha, Okla. 
R. E. Session, ________ Hitchita, Okla. A. R. Vanbrunt, ______ Choteau, Okla. 
B. F. Fairchilds, ____ Checotah, Okla. L. W. Mann,:.. _______ Eufaula, Okla .. 
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Red Bird _' _____ ·-------~ Sopha Fairchilds ______ -,------- C~oteku, Okla. 
New Cannan ---~----- M

0

ary Franklin _______ -------- Checotah, Okla. 
Macedonia ____________ Gladys Carter ---'----- ___ Webber Falls, Okla. 
Pleasant Valley No. L_ Lillie Moran -:L-------- _________ Hulbert, Okla. 
New Harmony ------'-- G. W. "Benton ~--------- ---- Locust Grove, Okla. 
Good Hope ____________ Mary E.J · Owens _______________ Hulbert, Okla. 
East Liberty __________ E. Owens ___ .:. ________ .:. ---------- Hanna. Okla. 
Yonkers- ______________ Lifzie Patten _________ ______ .!_ Yonkers, Okla. 
3trawberry ____________ Zelma Presley ________ ---~~ _ _:_ ___ Porter, Okla. 
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